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Prefatory Note.

PERHAPS then- is no other district in Ohio, of e«piulextcnt, t hat has given so much attention to pioneer

history as that which embraces the Fire-lands. An historical society has been in active l>eing since

18*>T. assembling, for the most part, four or five times each year; and thus the interest in local history

has not Itccn permitted to grow dormant. This society hits issued thirteen volumes, containing for the most

part matter pertinent to pioneer history. 'Phis matter is set forth in print in the form in which it wsw first

prepared—some of it in township histories—much of the highly valuable in published address*^. Had the

publications referred to contained full and accurate histories of all the townships on t he Kire-lands there would

still have existed one defect which a volume such as the author now places in the hands of its readers is in-

tended to supply, viz: a lack of careful revision and editing. However, the township histories, as published

in Tin- Pt'oiinr, though excellent in some respects, arc greatly lacking in other essentials. Many of them fail

to treat of subjects that are entitled to weighty consideration; many of them contain irrelevant matter; some

of them were prepared by writers who are unaccustomed to work of this nature—additional points that show

the desirableness of a carefully compiled history. However, the author of this volume has not relied upon

T/if Pioneer as his chief source of information. The facta have been gathered anew. Original documents

and records have been consulted; old settlers and their descendants jiersonally interviewed and the history of

the various townships made as complete us practicable. The tirst one hundred pages or more, are devoted

to topics of a general interest in connection with the history of the Fire-lamls. while the remainder of the

book treats of mailer pertaining to the history of the various townships included in the Fire-lamls' district;

while at the close of the volume is appended a brief account of the islands of Sandusky Hay. The book

embraces at least one hundred pages more of reading matter tha'i any previous similar publication with

which the publisher has been idcntilied. His hope is thai the hook, which he is conscious is not wholly free

from faults, mav nevertheless meet reasonable expectation.

His thanks arc in a special manner due to Mr. I*. X. Si iii ylkk. President of the Fire-lands Historieal So-

ciety for valued suggestions, and Tor valuable information upon various topics. That gentleman's Centennial

Address published in Volume XIII of the Pinnerr. the publisher found of great value and made liberal use

of facts therein set forth.

The chapter on the Pre-historie Fire-lands is from the able pen of S. A. Wil.DMAN, Ksr
(
., of Xorwalk, who

has made this subject a special study. Through some inadvertence the proper credit iu the proper place was

not given.

In the preparation of the history of Lyme, the author had ucorss to the valuable manuscript of Mr. John

Seymock. which treat-* quite fully of the early settlement of the township; to him the publisher is therefore

indebted, as also to Mr. Okokuk \V. Shkfkikmi, and Mrs. Rlt'HABD L M< Ci kpy. whom he found it neces-

sary frequently t nsult.

Bkm.kyi k. Ohio, June 20, 187'.».
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HISTORY
OF

HURON AND ERIE COUNTIES
BY W. W. WILLIAMS.

CHAPTER I.

THE CONNECTICUT WESTERN RESERVE.

The Western Reserve of Connecticut lies between

the parallels of 41
1

and 42
0
i' of north latitude, com-

mencing with the western boundary of Pennsylvania

and extending thence westward one hundred and

twenty miles. The entire tract embraces an area of

seven thousand four hundred and forty square miles,

nearly one-third of which is covered by the waters of

Ijike Erie. Within its limits are contained, -in whole

or in part, thirteen counties, as follows: Ten counties,

Ashtabula, Trumbull, Lake, Geauga, Portage, Cuya-

hoga, Lorain, Medina, Huron and Erie lie wholly in

the Reserve; two others, Summit and Mahoning, are

mostly within its limits, the former containing six-

teen original townships, only two of which, Franklin

and Green, are south of the line, the latter having

ten townships north of the Reserve line and five

south of it. Ashland county is represented on the

Reserve by Sullivan, Troy and Haggles townships,

and Ottawa county by the township of Danbury.

There have been numerous claimants to the soil of

the Reserve. In addition to the red man's title,

Franc*, England, the United States, Virginia. Massa-

chusetts, New York and Connecticut have, at ona

time or another, asserted ownership.

The claim of France arose by reason of its being a

portion of the territory which she possessed by right,

of discovery.

England laid claim to all territory adjoining those

districts lying along the Atlantic seaboard, whose soil

she possessed by right of occupancy, asserting owner-

ship from sea to sea. The greatest ignorance, how-

ever, prevailed in early times as to the inland extent

of the American continent. During the reign of

James I., Sir Francis Drake reported that from the

top of the mountains on the Isthmus of Panama, he

had seen both oceans. This led to the belief that the

continent from east to west was of no considerable ex-

tent, and that the South Sea, by which appellation

the Pacific then was known, did not lie very far

removed from the Atlantic. As late a-s 1740. the

Duke of Newcastle addressed his letters to the ''Island

of New England." This ignorance of the inland ex-

tent of America gave rise, as we shall see, to con-

flicting claims of western territory. England's valid

title to the great west was obtained through conquest,

compelling France, in 1713 and 1763, to surrender

nearly the whole of her American possessions.

The United States succeeded Great Britain in her

right of ownership in American soil, and thus came

to have a claim on the lands of the Reserve. The

claims of Virginia, Massachusetts, New York and

Connecticut were obtained by virtue of charters

granted to English subjects by English sovereigns.

The tract of country embraced in the London Com-
pany's charter, granted by James I. in DJ09, whence

arose Virginia's claim, commenced its boundaries at

old Point Comfort, on the Atlantic, and extended

two hundred miles south ami two hundred north

from this point. From the southernmost poiut, a

line drawn due west to the Pacific formed the south-

ern boundary: from the northernmost point, a line

running diagonally northwesterly through Pennsyl-

vania and western New York, across the eastern

portion of Lake Erie, and terminating finally in the

Arctic Ocean, formed the northwestern boundary;

and the Pacific Ocean, or what was then called the

South Sea. the western boundary. The vast empire

lying within these four lines included over one half of

the North American continent, and embraced all of
•

what was afterwards known as the Northwestern Ter-

ritory, including, of course, the lands of the Reserve.

The claim of Massachusetts rested for its validity

upon the charter of 102<>, granted by James I. to the

council of Plymouth, ami embraced all the territory

from the Atlantic to the Pacific lying between the

fortieth and forty-eighth parallels of latitude. This

grant comprised an area of more than a million of

square miles, and included all of the present inhabited

British possessions to the north of the United States,

all of what is now New England. New York, one half

of New Jersey, very nearly all of Pennsylvania, more

|0>
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IU HISTORY OK HURON AND ERIK COUNTIES, OHIO.

than the northern half of Ohio, and all the country

to the west of those State*.

In 1D3U. the Earl of Warwick obtained a -riant to

a |mrt of t lie same territory, and, in the following

year, Assigned a portion of his grant to Lord lirooke,

and Viscounts Say and Seal.

In I (104. Charles II. ceded to his brother, I he Duke
of York, and afterwards King James II. of England,

the country from Delaware bay to the river St. Croix,

and afterwards it was insisted that the granted terri-

tory extended westward to the Pacific. This consti-

tuted New York's claim to western territory, of which

the lauds of the Reserve were a portion.

In 1062. the same monarch granted to nineteen

patentees an ample charter, from which Connecticut

derived her claim to a territory bounded by Massa-

chusetts on the north, the sea on the south, N'arra-

gansett bay on the east, but extending to the Pacific

on the west. This grant embraced a strip sixty-two

miles wide, extending from Narragansett bay on the

east to the Pacific Ocean on the west, and the north-

em and southern boundaries of this tract were the

same as those, in part, which now form t he boundaries

at the north and south of the Reserve.

Thus arose conflicting claims. The extent of terri-

tory to which Virginia insisted she was the rightful

owner, was the largest, and included all the other

claims. That of Massachusetts was next in size, and
included the whole region claimed for Connecticut, as

did the territory embraced in New York's claim.

The United States did not appear as a contestant

until the time of the revolutionary war. when she,

with good reason, insisted that these disputed lauds

belonged of right to Great Britain's conquerer; that

a vacant territory, wrested from a common enemv by

the united anus and at the joint excuse and sacrifice

of all the States, should lie considered as the property

of the conquering nation, to be held in trust for the

common benefit of all the people of all the States.

To show how groundless were the claims of those

contesting States, it was pointed out that the charters

upon which they were founded had in some instances

been abrogated by judicial decisions, and the com-

panies to which they had been given dissolved; that

the charters were given at a time when much of the

territory to which ownership was claimed under them
was in the actual occupancy of another power; that

all the various grants were made in the grossest igno-

rance of the inland extent'of the American continent;

and that George III. had either repudiated the charters

of his royal predecessors or denied to them the right

of sovereignty over territory of so vast extent by

issuing a proclamation forbidding all persons from

intruding upon lands in the valley of the Ohio.

Popular feeling ran high. Contentions between

conflicting claimants frequently resulted in bloodshed.

The prospects of the American Union were darkened;

the difficulties and embarrassments in prosecuting the

war for independence were greatly augmented. Mary-

land would nor heroine a member of the I'nion unless

the States claiming western territory would relin-

quish their title. In the midst of these gloomy and
forel>oding events, in which disaster to the common
cause was more to be feared at the hands of its

friends than its enemies, congress made a strong

appeal to the claiming States to avert the approaching

danger by a cessation of contentious discord among
themselves, and bj making liberal cessions of western

territory for the common benefit.

New York was the first to respond, and. in 1780,

ceded to the United States the lands she claimed

lying west of a line runn ins; south from the western

bend of Lake Ontario, reserving an area of nineteen

thousand square miles. Virginia, in 1?S4, relin-

quished to congress her title to lands lying northwest

of the Ohio, reserving a district of land in Ohio lying

between the Scioto mid Little Miami rivers, which

came to be known as the Virginia Military District,

which reservation was made in order to enable Vir-

ginia to fulfill pledges to her soldiers in the revolu-

tionary war of bounties payable in western lauds. In

178o, Massachusetts ceded the western territory to

which she had been a claimant, reserving the same

nineteen thousand square miles reserved by New
York, which disputed territory was afterwards divided

equally between those two States. Connecticut was

the most reluctant and tardy of all the contesting

States in sacrificing State pretensions for the common
benefit. However, on the 14th day of September.

1780, her authorized delegates in congress relin-

quished all the right, title, interest, jurisdiction and

claim that she possessed to land within her chartered

limits lying west of a line one hundred and twenty

miles west of and parallel to the western boundary of

Pennsylvania. This one hundred and twenty mile

tract was not conveyed, but rextrvrd, by Connecticut,

and hence the name of Connecticut Western Reserve.

As Connecticut's claim included nearly the whole

of the northern half of the present State of Pennsyl-

vania, it infringed upon the right* of the people of

that State, who alleged ownership by virtue of a

charter to William Penn granted by James II. of

England, in 1681. Both States strove for the occu-

pancy of the disputed soil, and Connecticut sold to

certain individuals seventeen townships, situated oil

or near the Susquehanna river, organized the tract

into a civil township, and attached it to the probate

district and eouuty of Litchfield, in Connecticut.

Westmoreland representatives occupied *eats in the

Connecticut legislature. fPennslvvauia protested and.

when the revolutionary contest closed, sent an armed

force to drive the intruders from the lands. The
shedding of blood resulted. The controversy was

finally submitted to a court of commissioners ap-

pointed by congress, on the petition of Pennsylvania,

as provided in the ninth article of the Confederation,

which gave to congress the power to establish a court

for the settlement of disputed boundaries. This

court sat at Trenton. New Jersey, in 1>T. when the

case was tried and decided against Connecticut. The
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title to lands lying west of Pennsylvania was not in-

volved iii this adjudication, and Connecticut still

insisted upon the validity of her claim to lands not

ceded by her to the United States.

At a session of the Connecticut legislature held at

New Haven, in 1780 and 1787, it was resolved to offer

for sale that part of the Reserve lying east of the

Cuyahoga, the Portage path and the Tuscarawas, and

a committee of three persons was appointed to cause

a survey to l>e made and to negotiate a sale. Nothing,

however, was immediately done. On the 10th of

February, 1788, however, certain lauds lying within

the limits of the Reserve were sold to General Samuel

II. Parsons, then of Middletown, Connecticut. This

was afterwards known its the salt spring tract, General

Parsons having explored the country and had found

the location of a salt spring near the Mahoning. He
selected a tract including the spring and containing

about twenty-five thousand acres.

In May, 17'Jo, the legislature, in session' at Hart-

ford, appointed a committee of eight persons to

negotiate the sale of the Reserve excepting the "suf-

ferer's lands" and the salt spring tract. They effected

» sale in separate contracts with forty-eight different

individuals,, realizing for the State the sum of one

million two hundred thousand dollars. The money
thus realized was set apart as a common school fund.

The following were the original purchasers of the

Reserve, not including the Eire-lands:

:::::[
J<weph Howlnnd
I'anM L. Ci.lt

Elins Mortrim .

Daniel L. Colt
Caleb A Crater. ..

Daniel llolhronk .

Joseph Williams .

.

William haw
William Judd ...

Kll.ha Hvde
Uriah Trarry.
James Johnson .

Sumii.-l Mather, .lr

Bahrain) Kirby ...

Elijah Boardnian.
Urfel Holmes. Jr
Luther LoomH
KU-nrier Km.r. .Ir

William Lvuian .

John Ku.ldanl
Davla Kluit
Mr~.« i leaveland
Samuel I'. I a ml «
Ropr Newbury j

Eno.li l"erkins
Jonathan Bruce |

«»•«' BI5&orS^r:::: :::| i«m»
n ino Solomon <Jrin'
S1 - ,te William Hart

M.rr.i

15«1
Miller
C" Johnson.

Ephraim Pott
Nrnemrhrmiah Hubbard. Jr.

,m Solomon Owles
Oliver Fhelp*..

»l.om A»ahel Hathaway
lS.tOl John Caldwell 1

IVleic Ssnford f

«>,<»» Tluioihv Burr .

Ephraim Starr
II 'itu Sylvanus Oriswold . ...

Jabez Stf*kitiK i

Joshua Stow f
S 1.7*1 Titus Street

James Bull i

SJ.OnO Aaron olmstead
H.(K« John Wylee j

IPlerpun't Edwards

(irand total

SJ.firs

*!.(«!

MMMt
ia,c» in

1U.4I3U

IP.OOO

IBS, IKS
ia.ooti

J5.O0O

is.an
17.115

mm
11.423

aS.SK!

iXMniu

$1,W(1.(«10

These gentlemen formed themselves into a body
corporate, under the name of "The Connecticut Land
Company/' and proceeded to survey and divide their

lands. The survey of the lands east of the Cuyahoga
was made in 17&iJ, and partition effected, by draft,

January 29, 1798. The lands of the Reserve west of

the Cuyahoga were divided in 1807.

CHAPTER II.

THE SUFFERING! TOWNS OF CONNECTICUT.

Tiiofoii her sons were not wanting in patriotism,

and freely offered up their lives in the cause of inde-

pendence, the soil of Connecticut was not the theater

of any of the great battles or campaigns of the revo-

lutionary period, and was, for the most part, remote

from the scene of hostilities. None of the historic

battles—Lexington, Bunker Hill, Monmouth, Tren-

ton, Yorktown—were fought within her borders. Yet

the war did not terminate without leaving here, as

elsewhere, the evidence that, it is its mission to cause

suffering and death. On many different occasions the

British troops, who occupied New York City for the

greater part of the war, sent out expeditions to de-

stroy stores and shipping in the towns of Connecticut.

The object of these exj>editions, or forays, was best

attained by landing in the night, destroyingand burn-

ing what they could, and then retiring and putting to

sea before any considerable force could be gathered to

prevent them from carrying out their plans, but in

nearly every instance there was skirmishing, resulting

in loss of life, the most notable being the massacre at

Groton. Nine towns were thus visited, burned, plun-

dered, laid waste, or despoiled. The account of the

misfortunes that befell these towns and their citizens

furnishes some of the most deeply interesting chap-

ters of the history of the Revolution; doubly interest-

ing to the people of the Fire-lands, as it is from these

occurrences that the land of their occupancy derives

its name and being, and it is therefore appropriate

that space be given to their recital in the proent

work.

XEW I.OXDON.

The following account of the burning of New Lon-
don is mainly, and often literally, taken from Caulkin's

history of that town and county. More space is given

to the incidents attending the destruction of New
London, ami the massacre at Groton, not only on
account of their greater relative importance, but be-

cause many scenes related as transpiring here were
common at other places, and are therefore mentioned
but once.

The writer referred to says: '"It may be observed in

general ternis, that during the whole war New London
was a den of serpents to the British—constantly send-

ing out its sloops and schooners, well manned by skill-

ful and daring seamen, to harass the boats and ten-

ders along the shore, or to cutoff merchant vessels on

the high seas. Rich prizes, in spite of their vigilant*,

would run into this open port, and if pursuit was ap-

prehended, they might bo hnrried up to Norwich,

entirely out of reach. The year 1777 forms, indeed,

an exception to the universality of this assertion; so

great was the vigilance of the British squadron on
this coast, that between the summer of 177'i and that

of 1778, not a single prize was brought into the harbor-

of New London.

"Althrough New London had l»een repeatedly

threatened, no direct attack was made upon the town
till near the close of the war in 1781. (Jen. Arnold,

on his return from a predatory descent upou the coast

of Virginia, was ordered to conduct a similar expedi-

tion against his native State. A large quantity of

West India goods and Kuropean merchandise, brought

in by various privateers, was at this time collected in
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New London: the quantity of shipping in ix»rt was

very considerable, and anion;; the prizes recently taken

was the Hannah, Capt. Watson, a rich merchant ship

from London, hound to New York, which had been

captured a little south of Long Island, by t'apt Dud-

ley Saltoustall, of the Minerva privateer. The loss

of this ship, whose cargo was said to l*> the most val-

uable brought into America during the war, had exas-

perated the British, and more than any other single

circumstance, is thought to have led to the expedition.

At no other period of the war could they have done

so much mischief; at no other had the inhabitants so

much to lose.

"The expedition was fitted out at New- York, uud

consisted of thirty-two sail, including twenty-four

transports, and the troops numbered eighteen hundred.

Late in the evening of the 5th of September, 1T81,

information was received in New London, of the pres-

ence of a British fleet on the shore of Long Island.

So many false demonstrations of attack had k'en

made during the war that this.intelligence caused but

little alarm. No public notice was given of it, and

no unusual precaution taken against surprise. At

nightfall the Meet began to move, and arriving on the

coast at one o'clock would undoubtedly have accom-

plished its design, which was to descend suddenly

upon the town, under cover of darkness, with such

expedition as to destroy the fortifications, shipping,

stores, etc., and depart before any considerable force

could be collected to oppose them. As they were

about making preparations to land the wind shifted,

the fleet was obliged to stand off until morning, and

it was ten o'clock before the troops debarked. They

were in two divisions, about eight hundred landing on

the GrotOO side, and nine hundred or a thousand on

the New London side. A considerable portion of the

troops were loyalists.

" In the meantime confused and hasty preparations

had been made to receive them. At early dawn the

fleet had been discovered lying off, becalmed, bat the

transports were making preparations to beat in to the

mouth of the river. Signal guns were tired to call

assistance from the neighboring country. * *

*, * * In the town consternation and fright

wen* suddenly let loose. No sooner were the terrible

guns heard, than the startled citizens made haste to

send away their families, and their portable and most

valuable goods. Throngs of women aud children

were dismissed into the fields and woods, some without

fr.o,d, and others with a piece of bread or a biscuit in

• their hands. Such was the confusion of the scene,

that families, in many cases, were scattered upon dif-

ferent roads; children eight or ten years of age were

sent off into the country, their parents lingering to

bury or conceal some of their effects. Croups of

fugitives gathered on the high hill- afar off. watching

with intense interest the movements of the enemy,

whose course might be l raced bv their gleaming arms

and scarlet coats, mitil the sun hid them from their

view. < olonel William Ledyard was the military com-

mandant. The garrisons were small, barely sufficient

to keep the ]K>sts in order, ami in cases of emergency

they depended on volunteers from the neighborhood

or details of militia. These were coming in now and

the commander confidently anticipated the arrival of

!

sufficient aid to warrant a defense.

" In the meantime great efforts were made to secure

the shipping in the harbor by getting it up the river,

but at first neither wind nor tide favored the attempt.

"Toward noon, however, before the enemy had got

possession of the town, a favorable breeze came in

from the water, and a considerable number of vessels

escaped up the river. ***** Such con-

fusion reigned in the town, every householder being

engaged in the care of his family and effects, that it

was difficult to form any concerted plan of action.

I

But when the women and children had departed, the

men began to gather in groups, and consult respecting

,
the course to be pursued. They could muster Mil few

I effective men: flight and concealment seemed the only

I

prudent course for them to adopt."

But about one hundred, hastily armed, and indig-

nant at the thought of abandoning their homesteads

without a blow, collected on Tower ITill, with a view

of obstructing the course of the enemy. They were

without a commander, and as the advancing files of

regular soldiers, in firm array, with glistening steel,

appeared in sight, they saw the rashness of their de-

sign, and scattering into the fields, concealed them-

selves behind rocks and fences, and annoyed the troops

whenever they could.

No serious resistance was, however, made to the

entrance of the troops, and once in the town the de-

struction of proj>erty was begun. "Vengeance and

destruction had no check: shops, stores, dwellings,

piles of lumber, wharves, boats, rigging and vessels

were soon enveloped in smoke and flame. Hogsheads

were knocked iti. sugar and coffee lay in heaps, and

rum and Irish butter, melt in the fire, trickled along

streets aud filled the gutters. • * * On the pa-

rade all was destroyed. The market, wharf, the old

magazine and battery, the court house, jail and jail

house, the Episcopal church, and several contiguous

shops and dwelling houses, were soon a heap of

ashes. The western part of this street was left

unhurt. The ancient, dilapidated old building, still

extant near the corner of Green street, was then,

as it since has been, a well known tavern stand.

The landlady, like many other American women in

those disastrous times, had her nearest friends ar-

rayed on opposite sides. Her husband, as sergeant

in the militia, was at his post in the field annoying

the iuvaders, and her brother was one of those in-

vaders, an officer under Arnold's command. Before

mounting her horse to escape, she had her table spread

and furnished bountifully with provisions. Though
fleeing with her patriot husband, she could not refrain

from leaving a dinner for her tory brother. That

officer eagerly sought the threshold of his relative,

and though be found her not, refreshed himself and*
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his brother officers with the collation." The enemy,

however, did not, in general, spare the dwellings

of their reputed friends. This, instead of heing

a favor, would have marked them out for patriot

vengeance. Arnold himself took some refreshment

that day at the house of an old acquaintance in Bank
street, but even before they rose from the table, the

building was in flames over them. It has been often

stated that some whose property was destroyed, re-

ceived in the end double compensation: that is, from

the British, on account of their loyalty, and from

Congress, in the grant of Fire-lands, by which rej»ar-

ation was made to the sufferers. Arnold was bom
within fourteen miles of New London, and had lived

so long in the vicinity that he had many acquaint-

ances in town; some of these, it was well known, had

held secret intercourse with him, and officiated as

counsellors and guides in this expedition.

It is doubtless a fact that the wanton burning of

dwellings had not l>een at first intended. Arnold

says in his report: " The explosion of the powder aud

the change of wind soon after the stores were fired,

communicated the flames to part of the town, which

was, notwithstanding every effort to prevent it, un-

fortunately destroyed." Sir Henry Clinton, in his

official letter to England, expresses his concern that

the town was burned, but says it was unavoidable,

and occasioned by the explosion of gunpowder.
" It ought to be stated as a general fact that Ar-

nold's orders appear to have been given with some

reference to humanity and the laws of civilized war-

fare. Private houses were to be spared, unless in

some few instances where the owners were particularly

obnoxious. It was afterwards well understood that

most of the spoil and havoc in private houses was the

work of a few worthless vagrants of the town, who

prowled in the wake of the invaders, hoping in the

geueral confusion not to be detected." The loss of

life was not great, being a half dozen killed and a

dozen wounded on each side. A few of the inhab-

itants were carried off as prisoners.

The next morning at eight o'clock the fleet made

sail.
M By this timet he whole surrounding country

was in motion. All the militia, all who had friends

on the seaboard, all who hated the British, all who

were impelled by curiosity, came rushing to the scene

of desolation, mingled with the fugitives returning

after a night of terror and anxiety, to their forlorn

homes. On the bights, in view of the town, they

paused and gave vent to lamentations and cries of an-

guish over the smoking ruins."

That the enemy suffered so little annoyance on the

New London side, and were allowed to retire unmo-

lested to their ships, has been attributed to the want

of an efficient leader to concentrate and direct their

force. But even under the ablest commander, no

position of attack or defense could have been sus-

tained. What could be effected by a motley assem-

blage of two hundred citizens against a compact army

of one thousand disciplined soldiers? It was well

that no daring leader came forward to germinate and

encourage rash attempts, whose only result must have

I

been a duplicate of the slaughter on the other side of
F

j
the river. A single spark more, to kindle indignation

1 to a flame, and the inhabitants had come rushing down
on the enemy to pour out their blood like water.

The loss of New Ixjndon, from this predatory visit

can only be given in its main items: sixty-five dwell-

ing houses were burnt, occupied by ninety-seven fam-

ilies; thirty-one mercantile stores and warehouses;

eighteen mechanics shops, twenty barns, and nine

other buildings for public use, including the Episco-

pal church, court house, juil, market, custom house,

etc. Nearly all the wharting was destroyed, except

sixteen sloops which escaped up the river.

QBOTON.

While at New London the loss of life was inconsid-

erable, it was different on the other side of the river,

at Grotou; and the occurrences of the 6th of Septem-

ber are among the most sad and tragic of the revolu-

tionary |>eriod. A small body of brave men. hastily

gathered together in the morning, occupied Groton

fort. They numbered only one hundred and tiftv men

all told, and were commanded by Colonel Ledyard.

They were assaulted by an overwhelming force of

eight hundred British, under command of Lieutenant

Colonel Eyre, and though they made a heroic de-

fense it was all in vain, the fort was taken, nor did

the work of butchery stop even after the surrender.

The few remaining brave men were mostly massa-

cred. Arnold says eighty-five were killed aud sixty

wounded, most of them mortally; about thirty of the

least injured were taken away as prisoners. The

others were paroled, taken out of the fort, the maga-

zine of which was then set on tire, but it was extin-

guished, before the explosion, by an American who

approached the fort soon after the British had left.

"As soon as it was known that the British had re-

embarked, all Groton was moved, enquiring for her

sons. Women and children assembled before the

! morning dawn, with torches in their hands, examin-

ing the dead and wounded in search of their friends.

They passed the light from face to face, but so bloody

aud mangled were they—their features so distorted

with the energy of resistance, or the convulsion of

pain, that in many cases the wife could nut identify her

husband, or the mother her son. Forty wives had

been made widows that day, all residing near the

|

scene of action. A woman, searching for her hus-

band among the slain, cleansed the gore from more

than thirty faces before she found the remains she

;

sought."

The wounded men left, in a house at the foot of the

hill, were given attention. Two had already died,

but most of the others finally recovered. Fourteen

among the dead, and three among the wounded, bore

the title of captain, some having served in the army,

others iu the militia, while others commanded vessels.

Of the killed, sixty belonged to Grotou and twelve to
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New London. Eleven bore the name of Avery and

six that of Perkins.

The British loss is stated to have been fifty-four

killed and one hundred and forty-three wounded. A
granite monument one hundred and twenty-seven feet

in height, hearing the names of the heroic dead, com-

memorates the scene of the bloody encounter.

DA SULKY.

In the latter part of the year 177<», this town was

selected as a place for the deposit of military stores

for the Continental army. A large quantity having

been collected, Governor Tryon, with a detachment

of two thousaud Britisli troops, set out to destroy

them, in which attempt they were successful, as the

inhabitants were not prepared to defend the town

against such odds. They entered the town in the

afternoon of April 46, 1777, and left the next morn-

ing. The amount of stores destroyed was about three

thousand barrels of pork, one thousand barrels of

flour, several hundred barrels of beef, one thousand

six hundred tents, two thousand bushels of grain;

also, rum, wine, rice, etc., a considerable amount.

Nineteen dwelling bonus, a meeting honse, and

twenty-two stores and barns, were destroyed by Are.

.NEW HAVEN.

The attack on New Haven was preceded by a proc-

lamation, or address, to the inhabitants of Connecti-

cut, dated July 4, 1779, ami signed by Commodore

George Collier, commander-in-chief of his majesty's

ships and vessels on the coast, and also by Major

General William Tryon, commanding his majesty's

land forces on a separate expedition. Three sentences

of the proclamation will indicate its character: "The
ungenerous and wanton insurrection against the sov-

ereignty of Great Britain, into which this colony has

been deluded by the artifices of designing men, might

well justify in you every fear which conscious guilt

Could form, respecting the intentions of the present

armament. Your towns, your property, yourselves,

lie within the grasp of the power whose forbearance

you have ungenerously construed into fear, but whose

lenitv has persisted in its mild and noble efforts, even

though branded with the most unworthy imputation.

The existence of a single habitation on your defence-

less toast, ought to be a subject of constant reproof

of your ingratitude."

On the following day a descent was made upon

New Haven. The fleet consisted of forty-eight sail,

under command of Commodore .Sir George Collier.

There were on board about three thousand troops un-

der command of General Tryon. They soon got full

possession of the town, not without opposition on the

part of the hastily collected militia* who soon deliv-

ered it up to promiscuous plunder and destruction.

A number of stores were burned, and eight houses in

East Haven. The conduct of the troops was brutal,

and many needle-- cruelties and indignities practiced

upon the persons of the inhabitants. Wounded men

were put to death, women were ravished and aged

people murdered. Twenty-seven of the inhabitants

were killed, and some thirty or forty carried off as

prisoners. Among the wounded was Rev. Naphthali

Daggett, president of Yale college, who was maltreated

after he was taken prisoner.

KAIRFIELD.

This place was laid in ashes by Governor Tryon, in

the revolutionary war. The event took place July 8,

1779. A few militia assembled to oppose the advance

of the British troops, but the invasion was so sudden

and unexpected that their efforts were fruitless. The
town was plundered; a great part of the houses burnt,

and the inhabitants turned out into the world almost

literally destitute. Eighty-four dwelling houses, two

churches, an elegant court house, fifty-five barns, fif-

teeu stores, and fifteen shops were destroyed by fire.

XORWALK.

After having laid Fairfield in ashes, Governor Tryon

and his forces, crossed the sound to Huntington Bay

and remained until July 11, ITT*.', when they sailed

over to Norwalk and landed in the evening. In the

morning they proceeded to bum the town. Only six

houses were left standing, eighty being consumed, as

well as two churches, eighty-seven barns, four mills,

and five vessels.

CHAPTER III.

THE Fliif'-LANPS A LI8T OB" THE SUFFERERS
AND THEIR LOSSES,

From the preceding chapter the reader has learned

how the inhabitants of the suffering towns sustained

losses during the revolutionary war. To make com-

pensation for these losses, the State of Connecticut,

prior to the sale to the Connecticut Land Company,

released and quit-claimed to the suffering inhabitants

five hundred thousand acres, to be taken from the

western end of the Reserve. The tract so granted

embraces the present counties of Huron and Erie, the

township of Ruggles in Ashland county, and of Dan-

bury in Ottawa county. The name " Fire-lands" had

had its origin in the fact that the lands were donated

because of losses which occurred by reason of fire.

Frequently did the inhabitants of the nine suffering

towns appeal to the Connecticut legislature for sonic

material recognition of their claims for relief. The
State afforded limited aid by the abatement of taxes,

but no adequate compensation was provided for some

i
years.

In 17*7, at the May session, the memorialists made

another and a strong appeal, asserting the justness

of their claims and complaining of the neglect their

previous [K'titions had suffered. They earnestly

urged the attention of the legislat ure to their prayer,

which was signed for the petit onera ttl the lereral

;
towns as follows: By Charles Chaunccy. of New-
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Haven; Philip Burr Bradley, of Ridgefield; Daniel

Taylor, of Dan bury; Thomas Fitch, of Norwalk;

Jonathan Sturgea, of Fairfield; John Mead, of Green-

wich; John Deshou, of New London; aud Andrew

Ward, of Groton. The assembly referred this memo-
rial to a special committee, consisting of Hon. Andrew
Adams, of the upper house, and Colonel Jeremiah

Wadsworth, Major Charles Pholps,*Major Wm. Hart,

Colonel Charles Burrell aud Captain Moses Cleave-

land, of the lower house. [See documents relating

to revolutionary war, volume XXXVI, number three

hundred and fifty-one.]

In October of the same year, this committee re-

ported that, for want of exhibits, certificates and

vouchers, they were unable to present either a correct

statement of the amount of losses, or of the relief

already granted by the State; that the houses, build-

ings aud furniture destroyed by the enemy "ought to

be, by this State, paid for at their just value;" and

that the only means in the power of this State at

present to pay the same, is in western lands." [Ib.,

Doc 117.]

The report, after discussion, was approved, and

with this the matter rested. Further action being

postponed from session to session, Thaddcus Burr

und others, at the December session of 1790, presented

a new petition. Thereupon a committee, consisting

of Hon. Johu Treadwell, Ashur Miller and Captain

John {'henwood, was appointed to ascertaiu the

amount of the losses of the memorialists and others

who had undergone similar misfortunes. This com-
mittee entered upon its work without delay. At the

May session of 1791, further time was asked and

given. It was not until May, IVJ'i, that the labors

of the committee were so far completed as to enable

the assembly to take action, which it then did as fol-

lows:

"At a general assembly of the Mate of Connecticut liolden nt Hart-

ford on the second Thursday of May. A.D.. I'm-.

" Upon the memorial of the inhabitant* of the town* of Fairfield and
Norwalk, shewing to this assembly that many of the inhabitants of said

towns suffered great losses by the devastations of the enemy during the

late war, praying a compensation therefor, and a report of a committee
appointed by the assembly at this session held at Hartford in May. 171M,

to ascertain from documents In the public offices the amount of the
losses of the said memorialist*, and others under similar circumstances,

which h.» ! been estimated conformably to acts of this legislature, being

s jch as were occasioned by excursions of the enemy during the late

war. distinguishing the losses of buildings and necessary furniture from
those of other articles, by said documents or otherwise, and also to

ascertain the advancements which have lieen made to sufferers by
abatement of taxes or otherwise, and to report the same, with their

opinion relative to the ways and meaus of affording for the relief, as

per memorial and rejiort on file.

"Netolred. By this assembly, that there be and there hereby are re

leased and ouit-claltned to the sufferers hereafter named, or their legal

representatives where they are dead, and to their heirs and assignee*

forever, five hundred thousand acre* of land belonging to this State

lying west of the Stat* of Pennsylvania, and bounding northerly on the

shore of Lake Erie, beginning at the west line Of said lands and extend-

ing eastward to a line running northerly aud southerly parallel to the

east line of said tract or land belonging to this State, and extending the

whole width of said lands, and easterly so far as to make said quantity

of (We huudred thousand acre* of hind exclusive of any lands within

Raid bounds, If any be, which may have been heretofore granted to be
divided to and among the said sufferer*, and their legal representatives,

where they arc dead, In proportion to the several sums annexed to their

names as follows In the annexed list
~

The total amount of losses awarded was one hun-

dred and sixty-one thousand five hundred and forty-

eight pounds eleven shillings and six aud a half pence

New England currency, equivalent to five hundred and

thirty-eight thousand four hundred and ninety-five

dollars and twenty-six cents. The board of commis-

sioners ascertained that the number of sufferers was

about eighteen hundred and seventy. The follow-

ing table will show in what proportion these sufferers

and their losses were distributed among the suffering

towns:

Greenwich

.

Sorwalk. -

.

Fairfield....

Danhury

New London.

ersolis, £12,000 Oj.

a.swi ix

u U,3S» 11 0

. 187 MM in 7«
«10 ,.

Hi.!**) 5 4

. 875 M M.KH 7

,, 65 •» 1.7S6 1 10
M r.rso is n

.1
£161.Ms 11*

The names of the sufferers are classified by towns,

and the amount of loss sustained by each is given in

pounds, shillings and pence. The following list is

taken from the "Classification Record,'' an old book

in the office of the recorder of Huron county, and,

though far from being well arrauged, the names have

been copied in the order there given. Eveu where a

cursory glance might seem to show the list alpha-

l>etieal, further examination will disclose many ex-

ceptions. The largest amount awarded to any one

individual was to Jeremiah Miller, of New London,

in the sum of two thousand five hundred and thirty-

five pounds eighteen shillings aud ten'pence, or eight

thousand eight hundred and forty-five dollars and

thirty-one cents; the smallest on the list is that of

Marah Kilby, of New Haven, two shillings six pence,

or forty-one and two-thirds cents.

The names on the list are familiar oues. Many of

them and their descendants settled on the Fire-lands,

and their posterity are numerous here to-day. The
family names are almost exclusively of English deriva-

tion, there being a notable absence of the Irish,

Scotch, French and German names so common at

the present day. But the baptismal names were

peculiar, and, in this respect, time has wrought

changes. Amos, Abijah, Ephraim, Ebenezer, Eleazar,

Hezekiah, Joshua, Justin, Jedediah, Jothain, Oba-

diah, Xchemiali, Titus, Timothy and Uriah were as

common as Abraham. Benjamin. John, James, Mat-

thew, Muses and Solomon, while Eliphalet. Eliakim,

Shadrach, Shubael and Zechariah and many more
names now unheard of are of frequent occurrence.

The name, of George, Charles, Albeit, Edward, Wil-

liam, Henry. Frederick and Richard were not alto-

gether wanting, bin were less esteemed than those

taken from scripture. In the names of women. Anna,

Abigail, Charity, Deliverance, Deborah, Prudence,

Priscilla. Huth. Thankful and Temperance, are as

easily picked out as Lucy, Mary. .Jane and Sarah. It

is needle** to say there were no Allies or Belies,

Jennies or Minnie*.
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Another feature will strike even the most casual

render, and that is the absence of middle names

—

scarcely one person in a hundred is so provided

—

while Jr., 2d, and even 3d, are common suffixes used

to distinguish those of the same family having the

same name.

LIST OF ORIGINAL SUFFERERS CLASSIFIED BY TOWNS
WITH THE A MO I' NT OF EACH INDIVIDUALS LOSS.

OREC.NWICH.

John Addinalon
Samuel Ask
Abigail Armour
Lauren Rrumall
James Brown
William Bush
John Rush
James Karnes
Samuel Bank*
Ri«er Brown
Isaac Bu*h
Nebenjiah Brown
William Blake
Mary Austin
I nam- Anderson
Obediab Bank*
Peter Cyphus •

James cunr inirham
Joseph Chambers
Deborah Clow
Daniel Carter
Hannah Close
Thomas Davit
Stephen Davis
Darnel Dnrrow •

Humphrey Iienton
Bmalfi'l Brown
Charity Banks
Silas Butts
I'm hi Bush
James Brundage
James Bru -li

Samuel Brush
Deborah Brush
Waller Butler
Charles Brundairc
Elisha Belcher
William Brundagc
Peter Brown
John Clnpp. Jr.
Thomas Clapp
Odel CIom-
Jai-.il. Conklin
Nevil Conklin
Odel Close (Admin-

niraii.rl
Reuben ('<*

Abraham Close
Joseph Cl«e
Jmialban Coe
Jeremiah Chapman
Odel Clone. Jr.
Horse N_ Church
EpiM'i |n\1 Church
Jonatl.an Conncry
Abraham Hays
Thomas Hobby. Jr.
Hannah Hava
J<isepb Hi>bby, Jr.

Job 11 Hobby
Isaac llolmea
David Hallcock
Uii.i.- Holmes, Jr.
William Hubbard
Nathaniel Hubbard
Thomas Hu b- k

Nat HueMed
Elieuczer Howe
Juna Hubbard. Jr
Benjamin Hubby
El^enezer Hubby
John l>unn
Isaac Davis
James Ferris*
I' rial Fields
Oliver Fauchild
.lulu / Frrris
Jonathan Finch
Nathaniel Finch
Timothy Fern*
Solum, li Finney
Joshua Franklin
Sv I Minus Ferris
Jabez Filch
J. siuli Kems
Timothy Finch
Joseph Ferris
Mo*es Ferrl*
Kjiii Finch
Joseph Ferri*
1'ark Ferria
John lireiitf

Chaile* Green
Anne < iregns
Jabez Holme*
Reiilien Holmes
Mills Hobby
Dane Howe

L rf.

iii 0 0
U ii
li i * 1

1

i ii 1
li i HI
il i
111 HI r1

il li

i li

ill ia m|
x LO

0*
LL. Li 2
a : i
a i
a in
ii ii *

>i u 0

12 ii It

a 0
li i 11

1 Li 0

•ii li 11
i i 0

ii a
*A A A
li li il

til It
a i si

2X1 1 1
|-

I i il

iii : 1

n IS a
ii i i

•

D .I

a li i
ii i 0
ii in u
i i II

iii i §
ail 11
ill ill i
li 1 i

a il i

is 1 il
in Ji 1
iz 0 I

hi li 2
Id li i
1 li ii

li u
ii i il

il 0
ii ii i_
i* ii 1

i ii i
n in i
Hit i i
ixi LU ii
0 ii i)

iii lu ii

111 2 i
I 2 i

< D

u I i
Li ii 1
n i
ZL ii
ii 11 11
li 0 .1

Li li >i

ill ii i
iii ii l

li s

i i I

Ul i
Li lil .1

1 II

2h ill 1

li Li i
11 i 1

— 1

a i
u ii .1

li
ii .1

SJi u

Z 0 II

10 II

2X2 a -

iii ii i
ii u 1

u - II

22 Li 8
i II i.

a u i-

Jonah Knapp
Nathaniel Knapp
Eunice Knapp
Joshua Knapp
John Knapp
Charles Knapp
William Klnch
Jonathan Knapp
Eiekiel Knapp
iabrabam Knapp
Widow Kinch
Samuel Lockwood
Israel Ix-ckwis.il
Philip Lockwood
Elms l.ockwood
Thaddeus Lockwood li
Peter Heusted
Abraham Heusted
Moses Heusted. Jr.
Ebenczer Holmes
James Hounaru
Meeting House
Tl.minis Hobby
Benjamin Huested
Nathaniel Hubby
Sarah Halt
Joseph Hubbv, Jr
Elliabeth Ingiemoll
Nathaniel Ingersoll
William Jacobs
Anne Ingersoll
Job Irelnml
Amos Jessop
Thomas Johnson
WIIIlAm Johnson
James Johnston
Israel Knapp. Jr
Ebenezer Knapp
Jared Mend
Daniel Marshall
Elizabeth Mo«>re
Martin McDonald
Ezra Marshall
Ben jamin Mead
Rachel Marshall
Peter Mend, Es<|.

John Mead
Hannah Mead
Sarah Mead
Ebenezer Mead
Charles Mead
Ellpbalet Mead. Jr
Icbiel Mead
Abraham Mead
Eliphalet Mead
Kehemlah Mead
Mathew Mead
Titus Mead
Neheminh Mead, Jr.
Daniel Merritt
John Loudon
Caleb Lyon

i

Joseph Lockwood
1 William Lee
'Timothy Lockwood
Hannah Lockwood
William Lockwood
Gilbert L\on
Abraham Lockwood
Amos Lyon
Jan.es Lyon
K/ekiel Lrckwood
James Lyon, Jr.
Caleb Lyon. Jr.
TheopbilusLockwood 2
Jonas Mead
Andrew Marshall
Peter JltAj. Jr.
Caleb Mead
Reuben Merrill
John Mead. Jr
Nathaniel Mead, Id
Jeremiah Mead. Jr.
liilU rt Marshall
I>elh> ranee and Ja-
red Mead

Henry Marshall
Joseph Vead
Sbailrack Mead
Caleb Mead, Cd
Abigail Mead
Jonah Mead
Fno* Mend
Sibil Mead
Ann* McCall
/a.'heus Mead
K-ra Marshall

t «. ±
id X ill

u ii 1
Li 1 il

11 ii |
ii Lt 1
il 1 X
U 2 1
i U 2
ii a i,

ii i
•

ti H

a Hi H
^s u 1
il 1 ii

Li li 0
1 11 ii i
hfi il 11

2 II a
0 !i 2

JLS 11 •1

ii ii i

Li li
I ii H

Li H '1

A li 0
il i .1

bi y 1
Li ii A.

lt> i

'

II

ii ii Ii

l 1
il a 'I

IX ii 1

-. 0 ii

a lit 'I

l li i
112 ii
Ll n i
ii 1 1
A. 2 II

1 ill II

iii a i
_i i a
|M Hi i
ii a i
i ii ii

a i 1

i i; i
a _i ii
Li ii
1 ii ii
LI in i
i 2 B

Li ii 1
'ii ii B
Li. i 2
1 1 i
ii ii i
z ii 0
a •i 11
DO u L-

-i 0

m i a
ii J ii
18 IS i
in 11 i
..

ii a i
Li 22 i
i ii i

A. Li ii

ii X i
i - 0
.ii A 1
ii il i
u 1 111

-1L5 ii z
ii 1 i
Li ia 3
li i i
Li Li 1

LLU 0 0
ii Li 0
Jtl U a
ii .i 0
ii li z

>| ii 0
21 Li 0
-L ii &
ih Li u
Li 2 z
-1 LL z

-Ii I i

i a d
Elkanab Mead il 11
John Mesnnnl M H 0
Andrew Mead M n ii

Joihain Mead id r.

Eliphalet and Ichiel
Mend s*. n 0

iwm n ..iin 1 ^ l« 4
r IBIICIS .sbsii l.l'l

i

1 ]

- j- A
Silas Mead - 7

Thomas Mesnanl '-•
ll

William Marshall Ll II 11

iJeliverance Mead ii • H 8
Jemima Mead in * «

Kev. Jonathan Mur
dock il 14 l

Jesse Mead ii s 1

Henry Mead ii 1 *

Elizabeth Mead il M I

Dr. Aiuo* Mead ISO l
*

Joshua Mead li 8 4
Jerusba Mead Z n II

John Mesnard. Jr. 1 H (1

James Moe ii ii •J

Naihanlel Merrit in 13 1

Edmond Mead Ll '.i '.1

Titus Palmer i ii 0
Jere ami John Wood
Palmer a i 8

Holton Hevnolds in

William Rundall ii I

Susannah Keynolda m Pi 1

Anue Reynolds 22 t !l

Nath. Keynolds.Jr. li in 1

John Rich il a 11

Hannah Rundell li H 0
Hannah RiU-h 11 ii (1

Mary Ritch ii 2 0
Reuben Handall 11 I 0
Am y Kundall 1 IS o

Joanna Reynold* ii -• 0
Solomon Rundall in IV a
Th< ma* Ritch ii n
Timothy Rundall Z ti *

Jonathan Reynolds l* ii II

Abigail Rundall & i 0

Samuel Kundar 1 • 4
Amhpwe and Jona
than Reynolds ia i .

Nathaniel Reynold* 12 i-i n

Shubael Rundail U IS li

Joseph Sacketl li li n

Sttinurl Seymour iii IS 1

Joshua Smith iii 1 1

Jonah Smith B I
'1

Justus Sackeit ii in a -

Daniel Snilih lb » i

i diver Sherwood li H ii

Drake Seymour ii 1'J .-.

Jabez Sbei woixl il :i .•i

Henry Steedwell Li IT n
i filbert Sherwood II 8
Rev.Wllllam Seward 22\ s M
Benjamin Sutlon 1 11 i
Iiavi.l and Joshua
Smith Hi III «

Thomas SIeed well li A 4
Joseph Palmer llll M il

Stephen Palmer If. 1

Sarah Parsons i lh 4
Theopbilus Peck, Jr. ii i. -1

Solomon Punly 1- 1

Jame* Phillips aa *
ii

Denham Palmer, 2 8
John Palmer 1 1 n

Mary Peck a * 5
Catharine Peck it. (1 *

'

Heth Peck i 'I 11

John Punly Li ^ 1

Wluans Palmer i M i

Dar.iel Palmer ii 19 J

Beiijamiu Peck •Hi 1' 'i

Samuel Palmer 7 . 1 *
(iould John Sellich Li M ii

Rofrer Sutherland ii II 4

Jesse Sutlon ii
* S

John Town Li 1 |H

Wilhnm Town i : n

< 'liver Tompkins 14 ti

Michael C. Tempany li ] | -

Marv Town 1 10 "

Zebedlah Taylor ii o

William Walros il 1 i J

Ebenerer V helpley 1
* 8

Isaac Worwl 1 '
1

John Willis 1
s il

John Weeks l 14 ii
Francis Wihnoll ii 1

1 .I

Jeffrey Wilmeleu J 1 - 'i

Isaac whelpley il

KOawiLK.
Thomas Heneilicl Lii 1 10

Josiah Thatcher in.' •
it*James Filch. Jr. :•' III
- '

Thomas Fitch 1311 1

1

;'i
Janus Filch _ i <J

John Lockwood. Jr. 212 1

1

Abraham (amp's
helm iii lit 1

Seih Sev mour's b°r* L_ 4 1

Nath IRnym. nd.Jr iii 1

Fountain Smith ili li in

John Seymour. Jr ii li
Abraham Benedic t li 1 1

&
Thomas Betta XSL
John and Daniel F.v
erslev i,M

John Benedict 112
Daniel Hyatt SS
Peter Betta 1SQ
El>eiiezer Whitney Ipo
Gould Hay* US
I'riah Ravmond JM
Abltrai) Raymond lH
Jabez Saunders il
John Cannon l«*t
Lol* WblUiey 88
Stephen Smith 48
Ezra Hickett ml
John Saunders '211

William Seymour AS
Nathaniel Benedict 2jlt
Eliphalet Lockwood Til
Hannah Hooker 211
HezekiahLockwood llfi

John Gregory. Jr. mLI
Ebenezer Gregory ii
Daniel Smith 88
Peter Oulmard Jill

Noah Smith 88
John Darrow 1SS
Tbnildeus Betls £LU
Mat hew Majlery lit

John St. John 51
William St. John iii
John Hay* 7SL

Daniel Jackson 58
Josiah Thatcher, Jr. lLti

Elizabeth Rogers Sfls

F.liakim Raymond EG.
Lemuel Brook* 182
Richard Camp 811
Asa Hays M
Catharine Bought' m il
Elizabeth Kelchum ii
John Kellog 111

John Seymour &tb
Josiah Wentworth lil
Daniel Hanford Jul
Jease Renrdict Ul
Samuel Fall-child Ul
Simeon Ravmond lib
Jedediah Hanford 38
Enock Benedict at
David Handford's
heirs u

Matthew Keeler 1B3i

Mm i Beneilict Mi
David Comstock 818
Thi ma» Fitch * h rs Hi
John Rich 2z
Ebenezer Hyatt 28
Nathan MalWv Ul
DanielThalch's h'ts Hi
Samuel Grummond 8Q
Ebenezer Lockwood £f
Isaiah Marvin ISA
Ellakim Smith il£l

Daulel Seymour, Jr. til

Dan Finch 118
Hezekiah Raymond iii
John Belts aa
Edward Wi ntworth SO
Isaac Scudder UCl

John 1-ockwood. -Id tlH
Nathan Jarvi* 2Ht
Jnlx-z Raymond 0£X
Nebemiah SI John Ol
Hezekiah Hanford 2Gb
Jonnthan Fitch's

heirs 188
Nathan Hays 1M
Daniel Fitch's heirs ill!

John Belden jl.
Nal ha n Beers 185.

Benjamin Isaac's
heir* 408

Samuel Marvin 318
Thomas Urummond
J<icob Jenninirs 28
Jeilediah Brown JJjS

Sarah Johnson 38
Jowph Whitney lis!

Susanab Butler 8
Abraham Gretcory SA
Lvdla Comstock 8
Nat h i Bemslicl, lid iii
Josiah Raymond
I ol Stephen St JohnTTl
Daniel W A uley 24W
Daniel Seymour U
Deborah Dickinson 11
Jane Hitchcock 18
ElizalH-th Hotter*, id 1
Hannah Hanford fill

Dels.rah Ilckelt St
Man' Hesco 2
Rebecca Smith 8
libadiuh I.lscat 3
Ab|Kall Weeka 8
Anne Seymour 8
Plait Townsend 2
John Plait 0
Stephen L<«?kwood lil

Nathan Hyatt. Jr 2»
John Rojrcrs ii

Stephen Whitney IB
Jesse Brown il
Hannah Fitch sh ra Ul

in

i

li
ii

I
li
s
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Jacob Arnold '34

David Hyatt «
John Everaley 11

Syphax. megro) 0
David Whitney 0
Anne Seymour A
John Lockwood »
David Judah 9
Timothy Whitney 0
Thomas Belts, Jr. IS
Haynes Filch It
Michael Judah 18
Uriah Smith 82
Samuel Burral XI
Hannah Brown 2
James Halt's heirs ifii

Stephen Keeler 31
David Bott 2
Heater Scott In
James Crowley 3
Stephen St John 3D
Nathaniel Strull 32
Moses St John 8
Isaac Waring It

Giles Mallery 12
David Seymour 8
Mary Harvey Li
Rebecca Wasron 1
Jarvia Kellogg 2
William M..tt IS
Mary Averv 11
Peter Hitchcock U
Joshua Rogers 11
Desire Ltscat 2
Robert Waters 11
Jededlah liaymond 12
Nehemlah St. John,
2nd. «

Esther St. John *
Mary I-ockwood 3
James Smith 21

Betsey Hall «
Mary Hrown *
Silas Bessev IS

Abraham Lockwood 3

Abner Booth W
Charles Pope 7
Gersham Hyatt 82
Pomp Learning 11
Banley Arnold Li
Sarah Eversley 9B

Mary Smith 17

Thoinas I'arrow 12
Nathan Hendrk'b 12
« UUam darner U
Stephen G. Thatcher U
Stephen and Hooker

st. John St
Nuthaniel Raymond 1
Susaunah Fitch 21
Thomas Havs 12
Auley W. Auley XI
Joseph Allen Wright ial

Dr. I"riali Rogers'
heirs 225.

Jesse Ravmond 112
John Richards 2
Joseph Waring 11
Isaac Richards U
Eli Read flti

Jesse Head 2
John Blgsley 2
Benjamin Read 12
Daniel Richards 12
Solomon Whitman 12
David Read lii

Nathan Waring 32
Richard Youngs 81
Marv Head II
Gersham Richards 21
Clapp Raymond Si
John Richards 22
Setb Abbott 32
C apt. Eliakim Ray-
mond Hi

Simeon Stewart 62
Cnpt Phineas Han-
ford ia

Axor Mead lb
Phioea* llanford.Jr. 22
Richard Imnning 22
Matthew Marvin IB
Elizabeth Whelpley 12
l.rdla Fitcb 12
Elijah Fitch lfl

Samuel Keeler 2P_
Samuel Middlehrook 11
Ezra Waterhtiry 11
Hannah Gregory 13
Ebeuezer Bennlt. Jr. U
Nathan Adama 11
James Belts 12
Benjamin Keeler 1Q
Nathan Keeler 8.

James Whelpley
Capt. Sam 'I I'omstock 2.

Benjamin Betta 2
Rev. Isaac Lewis 2
Daniel Sturges L
Peter Sturges 0
Esther Wesson 2
( apt.J<Miah ThatcherM
Eptiraim Stewart 2
Silas Hlcock 2
Jesse Bin-hard 2

d. £ K j

1

1

** Simeon Stewart, sir. H 2 1

1

1

1

1 Benjamin Sit-wan) It l-i 1

3 Joha Fllleo 1 13 3

7 C«'l Matthew M«*nn I m I

I- 1 Li
17 5 e i _ es i - 1John Rockwell I ill

1
1

ii s EIJzalM-tb itaylonl 2 1 1

|S 0 Nathan Hlcock - j
17 'i Jas. Small Olrnxteail t 12 H

] I Samuel Stewart II
. 7

- 1

1

1 i Mich 1 Morenous*. Jr I

u I Andrew Morehmiise Li. 1

1

u 0 Michael Morehouse 4 1 'l

1 h. '1 James Kveler B 1 H
''> f.\ Jo«lah Taylor, Jr. 4 1 in

3 'i Tba>ldeus' Keeler 3 i •ii

1
>>
-> Sarah Morehouse 'i 1 4

1
'-' Eisrnezer Fitch 3 HI 1 1

0
'

1 Nathan Burrall I 17 l

1

1

1 Jeremiah Webb • j 1

1

1
1

1

f 1 Elizalwth Imnning 1 I

3 J
'

1 Solomon Morehouse 11 "
*'

l-l Rebecca Peftiltst 11
10 1

1

Mary Pleet if. in *

'

J 'J 1 Benjamin Beets. Jr. in 0
1!' James Olmstrad 2
3

1

1

1

William St. John H 1
H 3 Daniel Gregory '

I N

H
1

' Tha ldeu» Morehouse -1 i ll

M Joseph i >lmstead 14 il

'• Thaddeus Belts li H ii

1 \ • i Eliphalet Lockw.r>od ii is '1

1.' : i Jabez Kavmond ^2 HI il

1 ti Charles Po|>e i, 1 0
1

S

i Haynes Filch Jl 1

1

** 1 Hezekiah llanford 21 10 II

Pnnlel Hanford JJ 0 II

1

' 0 James Fitch, Jr. H Ii

2 0 Rebecca Fitch i II

8 'i Robert Waters ll (
i II

i:i 0 Dan Finch 1 0 II

u 11 Trial) Smith 4 o II

I*1 0 Simeon Raymond :t «i 0
In i William Raymond 5 0
!'J 0 Moses Raymond II 0

1 a Timothy Hoyt i'. ll , 1

M Benjamin Merrlt % ll II

J 0 Jededlab Raymond tt 1) l>

t'l 0 Hannah Dickenson ii N 'J

H 0 Moses lUclteimon's
Li 1 heirs -£B Hi

*.
1) Silas Bartow 1* •1

*.
i! Samuel Ketchum 1 1 1

;h 8 Evert Ellison 12 -ll 1
4 :i Michael Judah 'i '1

1 John Read 2 in 11

Retty .lav las 1 8

1

4

0
I

l'J

1-

u
3

I
is

HI

HI

11

il

14
ft

ir

7
1

1

5
ll

UJ
:t

II

1

1

I
II
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o

17

l'J
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7
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11

1
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1

1
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i

12

12

1
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11
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11
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1
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0
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0

11
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Abraham Andrea* JJU. h 0
Sarah Andresa III •1 '1

Col Elijah Abel riy 11

John Allen Ml IS '.

David Allen ill! • s

tteorge Allen 21 3 1!

Anthony Anniball lii 3
Peter Burr '< 1

Reuben Beers ' 1" 1 i '
David Beers iia 1 6
Samuel Beers 8 1

Ebenezer Bartran in. in 1
Joseph Beers JLL 1? '1

David Burr mi 1 J

Wnkrinan Burr i..i 14 V
Samuel Burr 121 1 in

Job Bartran « .' 1? 3
tieraham Burr JOU in I

Thaddeus Burr l. :. 1 IK 1

Simeon Couch, 3d 1 1

John Davis L3 14 11

Ann Ih'mon in 1- i

William Dlmon - 1

N.ThompsonNirhols !il :- 0
I :./.•- •!. <ioH JJL It. u

Nathan (iodfrey 301 13 3

David Jennings, *1 2U 1 1
Heliei-i a Jennings Lll '1 1

Moses Jennings Ml lt 4
Isaac Jennings ^1 1 I

Peter Hendrick '

' 1 • II

Abigail Hubl*]] I 1 I

Stephen Jennings lLi .1 •i

Jeremy Jennings list 13 II

Elieliezer Jessup ze: 1» .1

Moss Kent 12u 0
Lathrop Lew Is .'. j

Sturges Lewis 11 3

Jonathan l^-wis i«l ii

Widow Eunice More-
hoiiw Li 7 «

<iid«sm Morehouse 18 1" •i

Els»nezer Morehouse SI s )

• trammonMorelioiise ti 1!

John Morehouse 11 .*)

Hezekiah Nlcolls 10

Uaiiiel < htlHTll ^ s H

Eleazer « islwrn. Jr. 151 i !(

Widow Mart- Pen-
fleld . i 1

Solomon St urges HI . 9
Maliel < lsls.ru OA 0
Samuel Penlield i

i

John Parrot _ i H

Nathaniel Parsons 2^ j! i

John Raymond mid
E. Cooley 32

Samuel Rowland US
Andrew Rowland LMS
Samuel S<|ulre
John Smedley TW
Beth St urges 121
Joseph Squire 22
Thomas Staples dlZ
Joseph Sturges' h'rs££!
Jonathan Sturges TiH
Hezekiah Sturges 533
Samuel Sturges SM
Samuel Smedley 1 1

,'

Eliphalet Thorp Jill

Jnbez Thorp 112
John Turner i3U
Stephen Thorp 212
Ansel Treeby Da
John Wasson 121
Andrew Wakeman 202
Elieuezer Wakeman Ui
Joseph Wakeman Iftt

Thomas Hanfonl
Wakeman 2311

Man- Cutler 42
David Annible 43
Neh. Buddlngton 12
Andrew Bulkley £i
James Bulkier 0
Walter Buddinglon Jo

Walter i arson
Jonathan Harrow
Isaac Jarvia
Abigail Jennings
Justin Jennings
Levi Mallery
Abigail Obbom
John Parsons
Eptiraim Bobbins
Ebenezer Sturges
John Squire. Jr.
Judson sturges
Isaac Tucker
Samuel Smith
Isaac Turney
John Williams. Jr.
John Williams
Ruth Wakeman
Wright White
Mary Alvoid
Isaac Burr
Amelia Burr
Ruth Burr
Charles Burr
Luce Burr
George Batterson
Dudley Baldwin
William Batterson
Samuel Burr, Jr.

Samuel Burr, 3d
David Burr
Abigail Burr. Jr.
Nathan Bulkley
Olive Bulkier
Wid Abigail Bulk-

ley and Jonathan
Bulkley 21

Ebenezer Bulkley 0
Nehemiab Ranks J
Iiavld Barlow 221
Priscilla Burr as3
Nathaniel Burr 22
Nathan Burr 1
William Carter 12
Ann Caldwell 2
Thomas and Simon
Couch 1Q

Abigail ( hapman 2
John Cake 0
Caleb Dtsbrow U
Rev Andrew Elliot Mil

-I

12
12 11

Franrls Forgue
Abigail Thompson
Nathan T Nlckols
Hannah McKeiisey
Jemima tiould
Abel Gold
Abel Gold, 'Jr.

ban lei Gorham
Jos. Gold, deceased.
Martha Fail-child
Justin Hobart
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CHAPTER IV.

INDIAN TITLE -COPV OF THE OBIOINAL TREATS*.

Whatever muv Ik- thought of the liberality of t he

State in ninkiii<~ provision [ur the benefit of the tof-

ferers, it may be suid that the territory diapo.^eil of

waa not such iu that to which Connecticut hiul a

clear, DD<iue9ttODed title. In the fit*! place, it l>e-

longed to the Indians, and secondly, subject to their

ri^lit of occupancy, it was claimed by the diked

State-, and, tit the treat v of Green Mile, August 3.

liOo, by which the Cuyahoga, the Tuscarawas and

the Portage path between them was in part fixed as

the Indian boundary, the entire consideration was

paid by the United States without a pro rata remun-

eration from either the State of Connecticut or the

land company; and up to this time, at least, the

United States had not by direct act acknowledged

the State's title to the Reserve But the State of

Connecticut not only asserted a right to the fee, but

Claimed also the right of enacting and enforcing laws,

and otherwise exercising jurisdiction the same as if

its own title were undisputed.

At the close of the revolution, the general govern-

ment sought, by peaceable means, to acquire- the red

man's title to the soil northwest of the Ohio. On the

21st of January, l?s."», a treaty was concluded at

Port Mcintosh with four of the Indian tribes, the

Wyattdott, Ddatearwt, Chippewa* and Ottawa*. By
this treaty the Cuyahoga, the Tuscarawas and the

Portage, between them, were agreed as the boundary

on the Reserve between the United States and the

Indians. All east of this line was ceded to the United

Sta'es. But the Indians soon became dissatisfied and

refused to comply with the terms of the treaty, and,

on January 'J, 1T89, another treaty was concluded at

Port Harmar, at the mouth of the Muskingum, be-

tween Arthur -St. Clair, acting for the United States,

and the Wyamhts, Deht wares, Chippewa* and Snc

nations, by which the terms of the former treaty

were renewed and continued. But onlv a short time

elapsed before the Indians violated their compact.

Peaceful means failing, it became necessary to compel

obedience by the use of arms. Vigorous means for

the relief and protection for the white settler were

called for and enforced, At first the Indians were

successful; but iu 1?'J4, Oeneral Wayne, at the head

of three thousand five hundred men, encountered the

enemy on the 20th of August on the Mautnee, and

gained a decisive victory. Nearly every chief was

slain. The treaty of Greenville was the result. Gen-

eral Wayne met iu grand council twelve of the most

powerful northwestern tribes, and the Indians again

yielded their claim- to the lands east of the Cuyahoga

and made no further effort to regain them, and the

line then fixed remained as the Indian boundary until

the treaty of Port Industry in lisuo, when the Indian

title to the remaining portion of the Reserve was ob-

tained by purchase.

In May, 1 ?!».>, an act was passed by the legislature

of Connecticut, requiring that deeds conveying any

of the lands so granted, shall k- recorded in the town

clerk's office where the lo-s or damage of the original

grantee mentioned in said grant was sustained.

In October, 1*98, on the petition of the proprietors,

the assembly passed "An art for incorporating the

proprietors of the half million acre- of land lying

smith of Luke Krie." By the terms of the act a body

politic was created, with power to appoint officers ami

to levy taxes or aweasments. and provided for the

sale of rights to pay delinqiieuciea. The powers
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granted by this act were exercised to a greater or less

extent until a new charter, in almost the same words,

was obtained from the State of Ohio.

It must be remembered that at this time the West-

ern Reserve was within the limits of the northwestern

territory, which had been duly organized under the

famous ordinance of 1787, and that these claims of

Connecticut were inconsistent with those of the sov-

ereign power of the United States. The controversy

that followed on this point resulted in a compromise.

Congress, in l?l>9, proposed to Connecticut to release

the right of soil to the grantees of that State, pro-

vided the State would relenquish her claim of juris-

diction. Ou May 3<>. 18(M>, Connecticut acceded to

these terms, and thus the cloud upon the title of the

lands of the Western Reserve was removed, saving the

right of the Indians to occupy that portion west of

the line fixed at the treaty of (ireenville.

When the State of Ohio was organized, a new

charter was obtained from the legislature of that

State. This act (approved February 15, 18<»3,) recites

the resolution of the legislature of Connecticut pre-

viously tpioted, and also further recites:

"Axd Whereas. Tie general assembly of said State, at their sessions

L I if i at New Havea in said State of Connecticut on the secoud Thurs-

day of October, Anno Domini, 1796, Incorporated the owners and pro-

prietors of said half million acres, with full power to do and transact all

buniuetM of said company necessary to be done:

"And Whereas, Said State of Connecticut, by their proper deed, have
wince duly ceded to the United States all their Judicial light in anil to

said half million of acres, which cession baa been duly accepted by the

congress of the United States, and said land annexed to the government
of the State of Ohio;

hereas. Said half million of acres of land are now within the

i of the county of Trumbull, in said State, are still subject to 1

• the owners and proprietors of said half mil-

, of land to purchase and extinguish the Indian claim of title

to the same <under the authority of the Unite.! States when the same
shall be obtained;, to survey and locate the said land, and to make par
tition thereof to and among said owners and proprietors, In propor-

tion to the amount of losses which is or shall be by them respectively

owned," etc.

After this preamble follow the different sections of

the act, the first section constituting the owners and

proprietors of said tract a body corporate under the

name of "The proprietors of the half million of acres

of land lying south of Lake Erie, called sufferers'

lands."

The second section provides for a board of nine

directors, one of whom is to represent each of the

suffering towns, except in case of New London,

which was allowed two directors. These directors

were authorized to take steps to extinguish the Indian

title, to survey the land into townships, and partition

the same among the owners and proprietors according

to the amount of their several interests, to defray

expenses, consequent upon these and other necessary

acta, and were allowed to levy a tax ou said land and

enforce the collection of the same.

The third section of the act names Jabez Fitch, of

Greenwich; Taylor Sherman, of Xorwalk; Walter

Bradley, of Fairfield; Philip H. Bradley, of Ridge-

field; James Clark, of Daubury: Isaac Mills, of New
Haven and East Haven: Klias Pcrkin* and Guy

Richards, of New London: and Starr Chester, of

Oroton, as the first board of directors, and pro-

vides for the manner of organization, falling of

meetings, etc.

The next section provides that, after the first meet-

ing, the directors shall be chosen once in two years

by the proprietors of said lands, holding losses sus-

tained. Other sections following provide for appoint-

ment of clerk, treasurer, collector of taxes, etc., and

specify themanner of selling land for non-payment of

taxes.

The eighth section authorizes the directors to insti-

tute suits against trespassers on the lauds, and to

adjust and settle the accounts of former incorpora-

tions.

The ninth section makes sales by collector, of

rights sold for non-payment of taxes, valid unless

redeemed within six months, by paying tax, twelve

per cent, interest, and cost of sale.

The ninth section authorizes directors "to do what-

ever shall to them appear necessary and proper to be

done for the well-ordering of said owners and pro-

prietors, not contrary to the laws of this State."

The eleventh section requires the directors to make

an annual report, and directs them to dispose of any

surplus funds remaining "after the Indian title shall

be extinguished, and said lands located and parti-

tion thereof made, shall lie used by said directors

in laying out and improving the public roads in said

tract."

The twelfth and final section states that the act

shall be and remain a public act during the pleasure

of the assembly.

The first meeting of the directors was holden at

the dwelling house of Marcus Miles, inn-holder, in

the city of New Haven, Connecticut, on the second

Wednesday of February, 1*04, eight of the nine

directors being present. Philip B. Bradley was

chosen chairman, and Isaac Mills, clerk.

On the 14th of Septcmlier, 1*04, William Dean, of

Easton. originally of the county of Bucks, m the

commonwealth of Pennsylvania, submitted to the

directors a proposition in writing to extinguish "the

Indian right of soil at six cents per acre (or thirty

thousand dollars), and deliver the possession in due

form of law (as relates to Indians) in the presence of

a commissioner of the United States, to be appointed

for that purpose before the 1st of September of the

next year, 1 $<>">. I will, at my own expense, pay the

consideration to the Indians, the presents to be made
to them at the treaty, the pay of the commissioner

and all other expenses incident to the same (except

those of the agent of said company)." Mr. Dean also

»|>ecifies the time and manner of payment ami other

particulars.

The directors, at their meeting on September 'i0,

considered the matter and voted to accept the propo-

sition, specifying at sonic length various conditions,

which were immediately accepted by Mr. Dean. At

this meeting a tax of twenty-five ceuts to the pound
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of original loss was levied. September the chair-

man was directed to make application to the Presi-

dent of the United States, to appoint a commissioner

to treat with the Indians, as provided in agreement

with William Dean.

On March 27, 1805, Isaac .Mills, the clerk of the

board, was appointed agent, in behalf of the directors

of said company, to attend the Indian treaty to be

held by William Dean, and was also authorized to

take steps towards running and establishing the

boundary lines, and was to be allowed five dollars per

day for his services, and his own expenses.

On October 31, 1805, Isaac Mills, agent for the

directors, submitted his report, reciting that on May

7, he left New Haven for Cleveland, Ohio, the point

originally selected to hold the treaty with the Indians.

On his arrival at Cleveland, he found that the In-

dians could not be collected at that place, and that it

was decided to hold it at Fort Industry, on the

Miami of the lake. In order to carry out the treaty,

Mr. Dean, not having the sjiecie, drew checks on

the United State.- Hank at Philadelphia to the amount

of six thousand dollars, on which specie was obtained.

On the 4th day of July, 18U5, the Chippewa, Ottawa,

Pottawatomie, W'yaiufot, Delaware and Miutxee, to-

gether with the Shawnnrse nations of Indians, exe-

cuted a treaty by which all the lands belonging to the

company were ceded by said nations to it, and Charles

Jewett, commissioner for the United States, certified

that William Dean had procured the proper convey-

ance from the Indian tribes, which would become

absolutely vested in the company when the treaty

should be ratified by the United States senate. Here-

with is the treaty referred«to:

"To all to whom the*- presents shall come. Kiting: | certify. That

the annexed writing contains a true copy of a treaty concluded with

certain Indian tribe* at Fort Industry. "« the ««' day of July, 1*J\ the

original whereof remain* In t hi* office. In faith whereof. I, Robert Smith,

secretary for the department ..f Mate of the United States ..f America,

have signed these present*, and caused the seal of my office to be affixed

hereto, nt the city of Washington, this «M .lay or March, A.D., IHttt. and

In the thirty third year of the indc^ndenoe of the said States.

It- «.l R SMITH

Thomas Jeffttmn, Resident of the InHrtt States of America: To nil to

"horn them present* sA.il/ come, gnetiny:

" Whereas, A treaty wa* held on the 4th day of July, A 1).. one thou

and eight hundred and Ave. under the authority of the United States,

with the sachems, chiefs and warrior* at the R*ynn>tot. uttmra. Chip-

pew «. Vimif, and Defcmw, shammer and I'ottaicntomie nations or

tribe* <if Indian* at Kort Industry, on the Miami of the lake, in the pres-

ence nod with the approbation of Charles Jewett, the commissioner of

the fatted State*, appointed to hold the same, the following agreement

was made between the said nations and tribes of Indians and the agent

of the land companies hereinafter mentioned

"A treaty between the United States of America and the sachems,

chiefs and warriors of the ICf/ofuiof, (ittatea, Chifipeita, Mnm-ee and
Oelotmre, iihat'*:oee and P*jttairatoiale nations, bolderi at Fort In-

dustry, on the Miami of the lake, on the tth day of July, A D . one thou

sand eight hundred and the

"Whereas, Thomas Jefferson. President of tlie fnited Stales, didap-

p :
1

1 ( baric* J. wett K- pur. ... ••
• u-nis-i ;• • to li-.M ,i treat) with MM

Indian Nations. r..r the pm-puM- of enahting the agents of the Connecti-

cut Reserve, to negotiate and conclude a cession of their lands; and.

•Where**. The company incorporated by the name of the -Proprietors

of the half million acre* of land lying south of Lake Erie, called "Suf-

ferers" Lands.' and the m iters and proprietor* of one half million acres

of land, part of said Connecticut Reserve, lying on the we*t end thereof,

and - .uth ot the shore of Ijike Erie; ami.

"Whereas, The Connecticut Land Company, so called, are the owners
and proprietor* of the remaining |«r«. of said Reserve lying writ of the

river Cuyahoga . and.

"Whereas. Henry Champion. Enquire, agent of the said Connecticut

land Company, and Isaac Mill*. Enquire, agent of director* of the com-
pany. Incorporated by the name of the •Proprietor* of the half million

acre* of land lying south of Lake Erie, called 'Sufferers' Lands.' were
both duly authorized and empowered by their respective companies and
the directors thereof, to treat tor the cession and purchase of said Con-
necticut Reserve:

".Vorr, Jtnorr off men hy these presents. That we, the sachems, chief*

and warriors of the Nations aforesaid, for the consideration of eighteen

thousand nine hundred sixteen and sixty-seven one-hundredth* dollar*

received of the companies aforesaid, by the hand* of their respective

agent*, to our full satisfaction, have ceded, remised, released and quit

cla med. and by these presents do cede, remise, release anil forever quit

claim to the companies aforesaid, and the Individuals composing the

same, and their heirs and assigns forever, all the interest, right, title

and claim of title of said Indian Nation* respectively, of. In and to all

the lands of said companies lying west of the river Cuyahoga, and the

Portage between that and the Tuscarawas branch of the Muskingum,
north of the northernmost parr of the forty -flrwt degree of north lati-

tude. ea*t of a line agreed and designated In a treaty between the fnited

States and said Indian Nations, bearing even date herewith, bring a line

north and south one hnndred and twenty mile* due west of the we«t line

ft Pennsylvania, and south of the notthwesternmost part of the forty-

second degree and twominutes north latitude, for them the said compa
nies reapectlvely. to have, hold, occupy, peaceably p..»sess and enjoy

the granted and .pill claimed premises forever, free and clear of all let,

hindrance or molestation whatever, so that said Nation*, and neither of

them, the sachems, chiefs and warrior* thereof, and neither of them, or

any of the posterity of said Nations respectively, shall ever hereafter

make any claim to the .piit claimed premises, or any part thereof, but
therefrom said Nation*, the sachem*, chief* and warriors thereof, and
the posterity of said nations shall be forever barred.

"In irilnes* whereof. The commissioner of the fnited States, the agenta

of the Com|>ariles aforesaid, and the sachems, chief* and warriors of

the respective Indian Nations aforesaid, have hereunto interchangeably

CHARLES JEWETT, |u «1
"HENRY CHAMPION, [u a]
"ISAAC MILLS, [u ft,]

"NEKIK. or Little Otter, [u s]

Here follow* the names of the

other sachems, etc , of the afore

said Indian Trll e*.

"In presence of William Dea.n, C. F. L.C..

"J. R Mower.
"Jasper Paris*

"Won-, f-- if ltn.Mo%, That I, Thomas Jefferson. President of the fnited

State* of America, having seen and considered the -aid treaty, do. by
and with the advice and consent of the Senate thereof, accept, ratify

and confirm the same and every article and clause thereof.

"rn fr«fiwiony whereof, 1 have caused the seal of Ihe fnited State* to

be hereunto affixed, and signed the same with my band.
" Done at the City of Washington, the i'.th day of January, A. D one

thousand eight hundred and six. and of the independence of the fnited

State* of America the thirtieth.

TH; JEFFERSON.
"By the President.

"JAMES MADISON, Secretary of State

-Recorded and examined by Isaac Mill*, Clerk

"

By virtue of this treaty, the title to all the lands of

the Reserve which was not obtained by the treaty of

(ireenville, was perfected, and the Indian* made no

further attempt to assert ownership. The two com-

panies agreed to pay the Indians, by reason of this

relinquishment, sixteen thousand dollars, one fourth

in cash, ami the remainder in annual payment,* of two

thousand dollars each, and a perjtetual annuity of one

hundred and seventy-five dollars, the interest at six

percent of two thousand nine hundred sixteen and

sixty-seven hundredths dollars, which two sums were

secured to the President of the United States by the

companies. The consideration named in the treaty

is made up from the two amounts above named, six-

teen thousand dollars, and two thousand nine hun-

dred and sixteen and sixty-seven hundredth* dollars.
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The Indians were the first owners of the soil, and

were the last to relinquish their claims. The suffer-

ers were deeply interested in the above treaty, for

upon its successful termination depended their ability

to jmwscss and settle their lands.

CHAPTER V.

THE SURVEY AND PARTITION.

The treaty referred to in the preceding chapter, was

not ratified by the United States senate until January

2n, 1800; still the Fire-lands Company felt so sure of

its final ratification, thai they authorized one of their

number. Taylor Sherman, at a meeting held Novem-

ber 1, 1 80">, to make an arrangement for the survey

of the tract. In pursuance of the power thus vested

in him, Mr. Sherman, on the Kith of December fol-

lowing, closed a contract with John McLean and

James Clark, of Danbury, Connecticut, to make the

survey—these persons to employ Almon Ruggles, or

some other competent surveyor, to do the work. The
contract stipulated that the boundaries of the five

hundred thousand acres should be ascertained and

fixed, and that then the tract should be divided into

townships "five miles square, and each township sub-

divided into four equal divisions. The price which

the contractors were to receive was two dollars per

mile, with an additional sum of fifty cents per mile

should the survey prove to be entirely satisfactory.

Care was taken to have the contract stipulate that all

hilh and mountain* should be particularly descril>ed.

The work was to be completed within one year, un-

less delay should occur in the ratification of the treaty,

or the labors of the surveyors interrupted or hindered

by the Indians.

On account of unexpected delay, on the part of the

United States, in running the south line of the Re-

serve, the time for finishing the survey was extended

to June 1, 1807.

Ou the Cth of February, 180(J, it was agreed l>e-

tween the Connecticut Land Company and the Fire-

lands Company that the the hundred thousand acres

granted the latter company should include the island

in Sandusky bay (Johnson's Island), but not the

waters of the bay itself.

The survey was begun in the spring of 1800. Fifty

ai\ miles of the base line of the Reserve, westward

from Pennsylvania, was run in 1T9C, by Mr. Seth

Pease, a surveyor in the employ of the United States,

and Mr. Gallatin, secretary of the treasury, appointed

him to run the remainder of the line, which he per-

formed, commencing June 24, 1800, and starting at

the terminus of the first line on the Tuscarawas. The
southwest corner of the Reserve and Fire-lands was

fixed at a distance of one hundred and twenty miles

from the Pennsylvania line, and thereupon township

and section lines were run, and the survey wits com-

pleted in about one year.

Although the base line was run on the true parallel

by Mr. Pease, yet an error had l>een made in starting,

the point of beginning being too far to the westward,

which carried the point of ending beyond the real

western limit of the Reserve.

Amos Spafford, as agent for the Connecticut Land

Company, made a survey in the interests of the com-

pany in the year 1806, but his chain men purposely

made the base line longer than it should have been,

the object being to include more land in the Reserve

than it was entitled to. Objections being made to

SpalTord's survey, the Connecticut Land Company
employed Joshua Stow to rim the line anew, which

he did, establishing the southwest corner of the Re-

serve a full half mile east of the point determined by

the Spafford survey.

In 1808, the government having learned of the mis-

take made by Mr. Pease, commissioned Mr. Maxfield

Ludlow to run the base Hue of the Reserve anew,

which was done, and the western terminus was found

to Ik- a trifle more than a mile east of that fixed by

Mr. Pease's survey. The Ludlow and the Stow sur-

veys were in accord, and a post sunk in an almost

imjienetrable swamp was made to designate the south-

west corner of the Fire lands and of the Reserve.

Almon Ruggles had made a division of the five

hundred thousand acres into townships and sections,

beginning at the southwestern terminus as established

by Mr. Pease. After the Ludlow survey, this division

had to be made anew, and Ruggles was again em-
ployed. Beginning, in the year 1S(>8, at the proper

:
point as fixed by Ludlow, he ran east on the base

line of the Reserve to such a probable point as that

from which, if a line were run north to the lake parallel

with the west line of the Reserve, the included area

would be equivalent to five hundred thousand acres.

It was extremely difficult to find this point, owing to

the irregularity of the northern boundary caused by

the trend of the lake. Mr. Schuyler, in his centennial

address, says: ''He fixed the southeast comer of the

Fire-lands ou the Ludlow line twenty-eighty chains

andsixty-eighty links west from the ninety-fourth mile

post from the Pennsylvania line. The line rah from

.that point north four degrees forty seconds west to

the lake to a jHjint forty-three links east of a black oak

tree marked J. Stow, on the east side, and A. R., on

the west side, and standing near the bank of the lake,

and near the first perpendicular bluff of rocks, east

of the Vermillion river. On computation of the

i survey afterwards, it was found that the quantity of

land so cut off was five hundred thousand and

twenty-seven acres." The length of the land, from

I
east to west, thus set off to the sufferers', is twenty-

five miles, fifty-one chains, and thirty-two links.

When the tract was surveyed into townships, the

breadth of each, from east to west, was. therefore,

about two-fifteenth* of a mile more than five miles.

PARTITION.

Joseph Wakcman, Isaac Mills, Taylor Sherman and
William Eldridge were ap|niiuted a committee by t he
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directors of the Fire-lands Company, September 13,
'

18o8. to devise a mode of partition of the lands, i

Norember 8, 1808, this committee submitted a some-

what lengthy report, reciting first that Almon Rug-

gles had completed his survey whereby the tract was

divided into five ranges of townships from south to

north, numbered the twentieth, twenty-first, twenty-

second, twenty-third and twenty-fourth ranges. The
report goes on to enumerate facts already given.

The townships in each range were numbered from

south to north, the one adjoining the south line of ,

the Reserve being number one, and were intended to

be five miles square, except those adjoining Lake Erie,

which were fractional.

The townships generally were further divided into

four parts or sections, the southeast quarter heing

designated as section one: the northeast quarter as

section two; the northwest quarter as section three,

and the southwest quarter as section four.

In the twentieth range there are five townships

about five miles square, and containing about sixteen

thousand four hundred and eighty-one acres each, i

leaving between town five and Lake Erie a fraction
,

containing twelve thousand and forty-nine acres.

The twenty-first range also contains five towns of the

same dimensions with a fraction on the north of six

thousand five hundred and thirty acres. The twenty-

second range, five towns and fraction of thirteen

thousand seven hundred and sixty-six acres. Tbe
twenty-third range, six towns and fraction of two

thousand seven hundred and eighty-three acres.

The twenty-fourth range contains the same number

of square towns, as the twenty-third range, with a

fraction of three thousand two hundred and sixty-

eight acres.

The peninsula lying north of Sandusky bay, con-

tains sixteen thousand three hundred and twenty-one

acres, and the island (Johnson's) adjacent thereto in

said bay contains three hundred and twenty acres,

the whole amounting to five hundred thousand and

twenty-seven acres.

In order to equalize the fractions adjoining the.

lake, the following combinations were made:

To equalize town six in range twenty were added

four thousand one hundred and twenty-three acres

from the ea*t part of the fraction in range twenty-

one: this now forms Vermillion township in Erie

county. The remaining fractional part of town six in

range twenty-one, amounting to two thousand four

hundred and seven acres, was added to town six in i

range twenty-two. and is now called Huron town-

ship.

The peninsula and island in the bay wen- put to-

gether not lieing considered as being equal to more
than a township.

Tn section one, in town one of range twenty-four,

(Richmond), were annexed seventeen hundred and
eight-three acres off the east end of the fraction of

two thousand seven hundred and eighty-three acres
|
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lying between township six of the twenty-third range

and Sandusky bay.

To section four of the same township, were added
five hundred acres taken from the same fraction, and
the remaining five hundred acres were annexed to

section four of township one of the twenty-third

range. (New Haven).

To section one of township six in tho twenty-fourth

range, were added four hundred acres off the east

end of the fraction lying between said township and

the hay. To section three of said township were

added twenty-two hundred and sixty-eight acres taken

from the same fraction, and the rest of it—six hun-

dred acres—was added to the fourth section of the

same township.

The peninsula and island were divided into four

equal sections or quarters.

By using in this way sundry tracts for annexation

purposes, the different townships were made equal in

value in the opinion of the committee.

The mode of partition was ingenious and interest-

ing. There were just thirty townships (equalized,)

to be distributed. There being four sections to each

township, there were one hundred and twenty sec-

tions. The whole amount of loss was therefore

divided into one hundred and twenty equal parts,

each part representing one thousand three hundred

and forty-four pounds seven shillings. This sum was

therefore the value of each section or one-fourth of a
township. One hundred and twenty tickets were

prepared. On each ticket were written the names of

various sufferers, classified in such a way that their

losses aggregated one thousand three hundred and
forty-four pounds seven shillings. Four of these

tickets numbered respectively one, two, three, four,

representing five thousand three hundred and seventy-

seven pounds eight shillings, equivalent to the value

of a whole township, were taken and rolled up
together, forming a package. In this way thirty

packages were formed, or as many as there were

townships. These thirty packages of classifica-

tions were placed in a box, and in another box

were placed thirty tickets, each containing the four

sections of one township. Then some disinterested

person drew from the box of township tickets, and

some other disinterested jierson drew from the othor

liox a package of classifications. The package was

then opened, and the four tickets opened. Ticket

number one corresponded to section numher one;

ticket two to section two: ticket three to section

three, and ticket four to section four. The names on

each of these tickets constituted the owners for each

of these sections respectively. In like manner were

all the other townships drawn, and each proprietor

knew at once in which township and section his laud

was bicated. The draft was made November 9,

IStix.

Names were giveu to the different townships,

which, with the following exceptions, have not been

changed to the present time.
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Je«up.

ATerjr

Cannou
Pnlttrraon

Wbeatsborouifh..

" Peni.
" Richm-md.
•' Margaretta.
' Lym*.

KOADS ESTABLISHED.

October 19, 1809, the direotora ordered that a road

l>e laid out and cut through Huron county, from

north to south, passing from, or near the shore of

Lake Erie, on the east side of Huron river, running

thence on the most suitable route until it strikes near

the center of the north line of the township of

Norwalk, and thence southward on a lino as near tho

center of the other township as the ground will udmit;

that William Eldridge be appointed agent to cause

the road to be laid out and cut, causewayed, logged

and bridged in the best and most prudent way regard-

ing the interest of the Fire-lands Company; to be cut

and cleared off at least sixteen feet in width, and the

stumps to he cut down smooth with the surface of the

ground at least twelve feet in width. The sum of

eight hundred dollars was appropriated for the work,

the agent to receive no compensation for his services.

A second and similar road was ordered laid out

north and south through the county, on or near the

line between the twentieth and twenty-first ranges.

Six hundred dollars was appropriated for the work,

and Ebenezer Jesup, Jr., appointed agent to carry it

into effect, and to serve without compensation.

A third, leading east and west in the county, to

commence on the east side thereof, at the termination

of the road already laid, marked or cut through tho

lands of tho Connecticut Land Company, leading

from the Portage in the southerly part thereof, but-

ting on said east line, and extend to, or near the

middle or center of the south lino of the town of

Norwalk until it intersects the road already voted to

be laid out, or as near as the nature of the ground

will admit.

That a fourth road be laid out to commence at or

near the south line of Norwalk, where the north and

south road crosses it, then running west on township

lines, or as near the same as practicable, to tho west

line of tho county.

Another similar road to begin on the south line of

Fairfield at the north and south road and running

west, following town lines as near as practicable to

the county line.

Five hundred dollars were appropriated for the

construction of the first road and six hundred dollars

for the other t wo roads, and Isaac Mills appointed agent

to construct them, to servo without compensation.

FINAL PROCEEDINGS.

The report of Joseph Darling, treasurer, was sub-

mitted, showing the total receipts up to October 10,

1809, as forty-seven thousand seven hundred and

seventy-five dollars and seventy-seven cents, with a

balance in the treasury of thirty-five hundred and

sixty-nine dollars and eleven cents. This amount

was reduced at subsequent meetings of the directors,

by payment of the stuns appropriated for making

roads, salaries of directors, etc., until the balance

in the treasury was reduced to one hundred and

twenty-two dollars, which was by vote at the final

meeting appropriated: sixty-two dollars to cut a road

from Norwalk to Sandusky bay, and sixty dollars to

cut a road or roads in the town of Danhury, on the

peninsula. The last meeting of the board of direc-

tors was held at the county house in New Haven,

Connecticut, August 28, 1811, the full board being

present. Their names were as follows: Guy Richards

and William Eldridge, of New London; Ebenezer

Avery, Jr., of Groton; Ebenezer Jesup, Jr., of Fair-

field; Taylor Sherman, of Norwalk: Philip B. Brad-

ley, of Rwlgeh'eld: and Epiphras W. Bull, of Dan-

bury.

The board then drew up a petition to the general

assembly of Ohio, reciting that they had performed

the duties rcmired of them by the act of incorpora-

tion, and asked that their records be legalized, so that

they may be forever kept as a part of the records of

Huron county, and that they, or duly certified tran-

scripts, be received as legal evidence.

It was voted that upon the payment of outstanding

orders already drawn, the bond of the treasurer shall

be cancelled.

" Voted, That this meeting be adjourned without

day, and never to be holden again.

" Attest: Isaac Mills, Cirri
"

CHAPTER VI.

PHYSICAL FEATURES OF HURON COUNTY GEOG-
RAPHY AND TOPOGRAPHY.

Ui:rox county lies at the southwest portion of the

Connecticut Western Reserve, and originally and for

many years after its settlement it comprehended all

of the Fire-lands, or five hundred thousand acreB.

Its southern boundary is the forty-first parallel of

latitude, and until 1838, when Erie county was

formed out of its territory, it extended northward to

the shores of Lake Erie, including the peninsula and

islands north of Sandusky bay. The present territo-

rial limits of Huron county embrace, with the excep-

tion of Ruggles township, which was set off at the

time of the formation of Ashland county in 18-HS.

towns number one, two, thrco and four in the twen-

tieth, twenty-first, twenty-second, twenty-third and

twenty-fourth ranges of townships in the Connecticut

Western Reserve. These townships were laid out as

nearly five miles square as possible, but owing to the

fact that the breadth of the Fire lands' tract, from

ea<t to west, is twenty-five miles, fifty-one chains and

thirty-two links, each township, from east to wot. is

a fraction more than five miles in extent.
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The county is, then, generally speaking, a rec-

tangle, twenty-live miles long by twenty miles in

width—its greater length being from east to west.

By the original survey, each township was to contain

alM.ut sixteen thousand acres of land. This would

give the area of the county as four hundred and

seventy-five square miles, or three hundred and six

thousand acres. The auditor's duplicate for 1877

has three hupdred and six thousand and ninety-

seven acres, which, however, does not include lands

regularly laid out into town lots. Laud occupied In-

roads is sometimes, but not generally omitted, as are

public grounds, cemeteries. &c; so that probably

two or three thousand acres are thus left out.

The county is bounded on the north by Erie

county, on the east by Lorain and Ashland, on the

south by Ashland and Richland, and on the west by

Seneca and Sandusky counties. It has nineteen

townships as follows: Wakeman, Clarksfield, New
London, Townsend, Hartland, Fitchville, Greenwich,

Norwalk. Bronson, Fairfield, Ripley. Ridgeficld,

Peru, Greenfield. New Haven, Lyme, Sherman, Nor-

wich and Richmond. Its principal towns and vil-

lages are Norwalk, Bellevue, Monroeville, Plymouth,

Wakeman, New London and Collins. The popula-

tion of the county in 1870 was as follows:

Bron»on 9*1 Norwalk city M*t
Clarkalield IMS Norwich lira
Fairfield MW Peru 1W7
Fitchville 795 Richmond M
Greenfield 9M Rldpefteld 11S9
Greenwich 891 Monroevflle village. 1*H
Hartland WW Rlplejr IO»
Lyme, cxeluaive of village. 1111 Sherman 1*0
Lyme part of Bellevue 1S1» Tow intend l*n
New Haven.. I4S1 Wakeman. 1*16
New London townahip 71*7

Ne»' London village 078 Total »,016
Norwalk township.. ISM

The village of Bellevue lies partly in Sandusky

county, and that of Plymouth partly in Richland

county.

Huron county has no lakes or considerable ponds;

no large or navigable streams; no high hills, rocky

ledges, nor ravines or gorges of considerable depth or

extent, and yet the surface is far from an unbroken,

monotonous plain; on the contrary, it is pleasantly

diversified with hills and dales of often picturesque

beauty and attractiveness. The slope of the county

is to the northward, the numerous streams that are

found within its limits all bearing tribute to Lake

Erie. On its southern boundary these streams are

well nigh insignificant in size; in fact, within five

miles, the divide is reached, south of which the streams

are tributary to the great Mississippi basin. Huron
county is drained by two principal water courses

—

Huron and Vermillion rivers—at the mouth of each,

i spi i ialh nl i he former, I here are »
I harbors: but

the streams themselves arc too .small to be navigable

to any distance. However, by the aid of a canal the

former stream was at one time ascended by lake craft

as far a- ihe village of Milan.

Vermillion river has its source in Savannah lake,

Ashland county, where it connects with streams

which are tributary to the Ohio, the valleys uniting

at the divide in a continuous channel, now deeply

filled with drift, indicating that the drainage of both

valleys was formerly southward. •The connection of

the head waters of Huron river with the streams run-

ning south is not so distinctly marked, yet it can be

easily traced between them and the two valleys, one

to the east and one to the west of Mansfield, in Rich-

land county, where the drainage is also to the south.

This is indeed a general characteristic of the streams

in this part of the State, which have their origin near

the divide, between the waters of Lake Erie and the

Ohio river. They are not separated by a water shed,

and fed by springs flowing from opposite sides of it,

but have their common origin in valleys having a

northerly and southerly direction, and usually com-

mence in marshes or small lakes, now occupying the

summit of the puss. Here they receive the surface

drainage from the higher lands on each side, which

accumulates in the pond or marsh, and gives rise to

streams flowing in opposite directions. The valleys

of these streams are filled with alluvium, resting

upon drift deposits, and they have rocky beds only in

places where obstructions have diverted the stream

into new channels.

There is one peculiar feature of Huron county,

through rarely, if ever, mentioned in print: it is the

eastern limit of the prairies. Here the adventurous

explorer, making his way westward, first saw indica-

tions that there was anything within the country be-

sides interminable woods and forest jungles, and soon

became aware that these little openings, or ••savan-

nas," sometimes but little bettci than marshes, were

the precursors, or forerunners, of the vast treeless

plains of the farther west, oii which the rank grass

grew and swayed in the wind, which, though gentle at

times, often sweeps over them like the tempest on the

open sea. But Huron county was mostly in the

heavily wooded region. Here grew the giant oaks,

the spreading beech; the sturdy maple yielding its

saccharine sweets; the drooping and graceful-boughed

elm: the slender, smooth, strong hickory with its

gnarling limbs, its shaggy bark and its plentiful sup-

ply of nuts: the walnut, white and black: while the

stately shining trunks of the sycamore and ash, sym-

bolic of toughness, were not wanting. On the sandy

ridges grew the chestnut, blooming in midsummer,

and furnishing the early settler with rail timber, easily

wrought, light to handle, and resisting decay for a

generation. Here, also, was found the wild cheiry,

with its not unpleasant, though bitter and medicinal

fruit, and its close-grained and handsome wood, suita-

ble for cabinet work, but now superseded by the black

walnut. The dogwood, with it* broad petaled blos-

soms and its clusters of glistening crimson berries;

the juneberry. its flowers appearing before the frost

and snow are fairly gone, and its pleasant last ing fruit,

ripening at the time of strawberries: the sa»afivs,

witli its tender ami fragrant boughs, its strong-rented

bark and roots; the grape-vine, climbing among the

saplings of the forest, and with its broad leaves
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thickly masked forming overhead a canopy which .shut

out the sun and almost defied the rain to penetrate.

There were not wanting scenes of sylvan beauty, and

no wonder the wild Indian and the scarcely less wild

white hunter loved the forest better than the corn-

field and meadow, and at their approach fled west-

ward where they would lie undisturbed by the echoes

of the ringing axe, and the crushing, cracking sound

that was heard when a great tree was felled.

GEOLOGY.'

SIKFACF. OKPOSITS.

The underlying rocks are sandstone, argillaceous

and bituminous shales, with a strip of lime rock in the

northwestern border of the county. These rocks have

been broken up and pulverized by nature's vast ice-

plow. The finely comminuted debris has been in-

timately mixed with that of the granite of the north

and of all the intervening rocks, and the whole spread

out over the surface of the county. As the waters

which covered the surface at the close of the glacial

epoch receded, terraces were formed, and each, for a

long period, constituted a shore swamp, in which the

decomposing vegetable material accumulated to form

a soil of unsurpassed and permanent fertility.

The material composing the upper terraces were

long subjected to the action of shore waves, and in

places the surface is occupied by sand dunes and as-

. sorted gravel. The lower terrace is a broad prairie,

with swampy muck soil. When the country was first

settled, some of this was not reclaimed from water,

but the greater part of it is now remarkably fertile

farming land, especially adapted to the cultivation of

corn.

The general elevation of the level prairie land in

Lyme township is one hundred and twenty-five feet

above the lake. Here is a succession of remarkable

sand dunes, which rise to the height of thirty feet.

These sand hills were formed, as was much of the

main sand ridge of the county, by wind and wave

action along the lake shore, and on the margin of a

shore swamp, caused by this barrier, in which vege-

table debris accumulated for a long time. The north

side of the ridge exhibits the irregular winding out-

line of the lake beach, while on the south it is usually

bordered by irregular, billowy dunes of sand—the

ridge, apparently formed by the waves, the dunes by

the wind. West of Monroeville, the ridge is a regu-

lar, well marked beach line, rising about ten feet

above the plain, at the south of it, and fifteen above

that, at the north. On the south side are the irrrcgu-

lar dunes, and on the north a wide stretch of level

prairie.

At Four Corners, the ridge becomes less conspicu-

ous but maintains the same elevation, the marginal

swamps of the old lake having become unite shallow,

lteyond this, to the limit of the county, the rid^e has

an elevation of only from ten to fifteen feet above the

•From Oeol^lc*! State Surv.-y uf Ohio, v..lume III.

level plain, which stretches away to the north of it.

At a point near where the Hellenic road crosses the

county line, the limestone rock, in beds, may be seen

cropping out of the sand ridge, indicating a low rock

bluff, formerly the shore of the lake, which the waves

have buried beneath the sand. Where the ridge does

not rest upon the bed rock,' the materials below it are

here fifteen to twenty feet of silicious, blue day, with

abundance of granite bowlders and pebbles, and frag-

ments of shale, with quicksand below, resting upon

the rocks, and in which a supply of water is reached

by wells.

While the great body of this level land, reclaimed

from the old swamps, is exceedingly fertile, there is a

remarkable exception in a large tract north of .Monroe-

ville, and extending into Erie county. The soil is a

fine, black, peaty mold, presenting nothing to the eye

to distinguish it from the productive corn lands sur-

rounding it. It was cleared and put under cultiva-

tion, but it refused to tolerate grain, or corn, or any

valuable crop. Uere and there an apple tree sprang

up, spontaneously seeded, and grew vigorously. Ef-

forts at thorough drainage were unavailing. The soil

is comparatively thin, the bed rock coming near the

surface; but equally thin soils, in adjacent places, are

productive, so that this cannot be the real cause of its

infertility. A washing of the 'soil showed, with lit-

mus paper test, a decided acid reaction. The vege-

tation also indicates the presence of acids. This is,

undoubtedly, the sole cause of its sterility. The un-

derlying rock is Huron shale, which is filled with

concretions of the bi-sulphide of iron: wherever this

is exposed to the joint action of air and water, it is

decomposed, the sulphur set free, which uniting with

the oxygen of the air, produces sulphuric acid. These

changes are facilitate*! by cultivation, so that steps

taken to improve the soil only aggravate the evil. If

this is the cause of the difficulty, the remedy is easily

found. A generous application of ashes, or of quick-

lime, will be sufficient. The lime, uniting with the

acid, will form sulphate of lime, or plaster, itself a

good fertilizer. The alkali must be well mixed with

the soil, and the application may have to l>e repeated,

until all the pyrites within reach of atmospheric in-

fluences has decomposed, and yielded up its sulphur.

Ea't of Xorwalk the sand ridge has a gently wav-

ing contour on the north, anfl is bounded by a broad

water plain, except as modified by receut erosion.

On the south it is very irregular in its outline, the

billowy dunes being of varying height and form, and

often extending a long distance from the ridge. The
materials of the ridge are, at the top, finely washed
sand, resting upon gravel, with a profusion of granite

bowlders, and below this, bowlder clay or bed rock.

This is the only well marked and continuous sand

ridge in the county, a winding highway, thrown up
by the action of the waves, resting in places directly

upon the bed rock, in others upon the coarser ma-
terials of the drift clays, sometimes burying beneath

it the debris of the old shore swamps, and at others
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extending over chasms one hundred or more feet in

depth, filled to the general level with drifted material.

Granite bowlder!; of various size* may !>c occasion-

ally seen projecting through the sand of the ridge,

and through the peaty marsh soil between the ridge

and the lake, presenting the appearance of having

been dropped from floating icebergs. About one

mile southwest of Monroeville a granite bowlder, eight

and one-half feet long and five feet in breadth, pro-

jects four feet ten inches above the black mould of

the prairie soil: others, somewhat smaller, are found

here and there, and in places the surface is dotted with

them. Careful examination revealed the fact that

these bowlders, except in cases where they had been

moved by human agency, rested upon the rock, or

upon tho clay or gravel underlying the ridge. Every

fact thus far observed tends to the conclusion that all

the bowlders were dropi>ed before the sand ridge or

prairie soil was formed. However, near the south-

west corner of Berlin township, in a primitive forest,

composed mainly of large oaks, a great number of

bowlders was discovered resting upon the undisturbed

vegetable mould.

Remains of other sand ridges than that described

can be detected in other parts of the county. Be-

tween Norwalk and Olena. on the line which sepa-

rates Bronson and Hartland townships, the surface

presents to the eye the appearance of a broad, level

plain of rich sandy loam, but it rises imperceptibly

to the height of two hundred and fifteen feet above

the sand ridge of Norwalk, or three hundred and

sixtv feet above the lake. About one-half mile east

of Olena, a long, sandy and gravelly ridge rises to

the height of three hundred and ninety-five feet

above the lake. Near the northeast corner of Hart-

land township there are also the remains of another

sand ridge, fifty feet lower than the last, which has

suffered much from erosion, and is cut up by irregular

valleys leading down to the west branch of Vermillion

river, exposing the coarse drift below, with many
large striated bowlders. In the western part of

Fitchville township, a long, sandy ridge, trending

nearly north and south, rises in the highest parts to

four hundred and twenty-five feet above the lake,

rising ten to fifteen feet above the level land to the

east, and twenty to twenty-five feet above that on the

west.

In l'eru township the bed of Huron river is About

one hundred and thirty feet above the lake, the bluffs

generally composed of modified drifts. These bluffs

rise to a height of from one hundred and eighty to

two hundred feet above the lake, ami are modified by

surface erosion.

At Greenfield Center the barometer marked an ele-

vation of two hundred and ninety feet above the lake.

The surface of most of (lie township is covered with

irregular undulating hills of gravel and drift.

In Greenwich township the north and south center

road, south of the Cleveland. Columbus, Cincinnati

and Indianapolis railroad, panel over clay lands at an
;

altitude of four hundred and eighty-five feet above

the lake, presenting the appearance of a broad water

plain, and resembling in all resjiects the heavy clay

lands in northeastern Ohio, which are underlain by

the Cuyahoga shales.

(f YAHOO A SHALES.

About one hundred feet of the lower part of the

Cuyahoga shale underlie the southeastern part of the

county. This formation is frequently exposed in the

banks of the Vermillion river and its tributaries,

where the harder layers arc quarried for local use and

furnish building stone of fair quality. The rock is a

compact, fine grained sandstone, in rather thin strata,

containing what the qnarrymen call "turtle-backs."

These show contorted lines of cleavage, which cause

the rock to break up in rounded, tlattish masses,

(waring a rough resemblance to the animal which has

given them this name. The dip of the strata is

irregular. At the quarry worked by W. R. Starr,

south of Clarksfield village, along the line bearing

south sixty degrees east, the rock dips to the north

eleven degrees. Fifteen rods north the dip is seven

degrees in the opposite direction.

UEHEA OKIT.

This important quarry rock covers much of tho

county, but its value is greatly impaired by local dis-

turbances. At .Jefferson's quarry, near the town line

at the northeast corner of Townsend, on a long ridge •

running north and south, the surface of the Berea is

two hundred and seventy-five feet above the lake: tin-

dip is southwesterly seventeen degrees; the line of

strike north sixty-seven degrees west. The upper

layers only are exposed; these are thin, but strong,

and less broken than in most places in the county,

indicating that here good quarries could be opened.

A half mile further north, the dip is fifteen degrees;

the surface marked with glacial stria*, bearing north-

east and southwest. At Mr. Milliinan's quarry, near

the northwest part of Townsend, the dip of the Berea

is twenty degrees south, and south by southwest the

stone is of good quality; glacial stria? northeast and

southwest. East of the two last exposures, and on

the east bank of the Vermillion, the surface of the

Berea is twenty-five feet below the last. Fifteen feet

of the rock are exposed in large, massive blocks,

nearly horizontal, but dipping slightly in different

directions. Near Plymouth village the Berea crops

out on the banks of the stream, showing massive rock

about twelve feet in thickness, nearly horizontal, and

of good quality. At Edgar Bovier's quarry, just east

of the village, the rock is in thin horizontal layers,

becoming thicker as the opening is carried downward;

color, grayish blue, many of the layers affording a

sharp grindstone grit. Here, and at openings further

north on the river, streaks of coaly matter, derived

from plant*, an- not infrequent in the Berea. The

rock is here unaffected bv glacial action, but the dis,

tnrhance become* very marked further down the river.
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At 0. Graham's quarry, iii Greenfield township, the

rock dips thirteen and a half decrees southwesterly,

with the line of the strike south thirty-rive degrees

east, is in very even layers, all finely ripple-marked,

some with the puzzling mammary surface, probably

caused by the action of eddies where "two seas met"
on the old ocean shore.

At Cole's quarry, one and one-half miles south-

east of Norwalk, the Berea is only two hundred and

five feet above the lake, and in its position and sur-

roundings affords a remarkable illustration of the

superficial disturbance which prevails over a large

part of the county. The rock is in thin, evenly-

bedded layers, dipping twenty-seven degrees south-

easterly, the line of strike being twenty-two degrees

east. Directly north some fifteen or twenty rods,

and on the opposite side of a small stream, the

black shale is in a position at the same level: the

strata horizontal and undisturbed. About two rods

north, and a little east of the quarry, the Bedford

shales are exposed, dipping south about twenty-

aeven degrees north from the last, and on the

opposite side of the stream, a bluff, twenty-five feet

high, shows a mixture of Erie and Bedford shales.

In the immediate neighborhood the Berea is exposed

in several places, dipping in various directions, and

varying from twenty to forty degrees. These dis-

turbances have left the Berea here resting on the

Cleveland shales, and have so broken up and crushed

the strata as to greatly impair the value of the quar-

ries in the county. In a few places, em where the

rock is tilted up to quite a sharp angle, the strata are

*till entire, and excellent rock can be quarried. At

many of the openings the broken, worthless rock

largely exceeds that which is suitable for building

purposes.

UEDFOKI) SHALES.

These are exposed only in the different branches of

the Huron and Vermillion rivers. Where undis-

turbed they range from forty to seventy-five feet in

thickness, and consist of hard, fine grained sand

rock in thin layers, alternating with thinner bands

of argillaceous shales: the thicker strata of the sand

rock are frequently composed of a mass of the jiccu-

liar contorted rock called " turtle-back," rendering

it quite worthless. Sometime*, however, this forma-

tion yields a fair building stone. In places where

quite a heavy bed of the Rerea constitutes the surface

rock, these sholes are entirely wanting, the Berea

resting upon the Cleveland shales.

(LEVELAXO SltVI.ES.

These have the ordinary characteristics of this

formation, as described in the reports of the north-

eastern counties of the State, differing materially only

in two particulars. The deposit is thinner here,

varying from fifteen to thirty-two feet at the points

where measurements could be obtained. It also con-

tains less carbonaceous matter and more iron, passing

into the red shale which gives its name to the Ver-

million river, and furnishes an inexhaustible supply

of war paint to the native inhabitants of the region.

The Cleveland shale rests upon the

ERIE slt.vl.ES.

The largest measurement of these shales in the

county, thus far obtained, is thirty-two feet. They
are composed of soft, argillaceous, bluish shades, with

hard caleareo-silieious bands a few inches in thickness.

The great changes in the thickness of this formation,

and its posit ion between the two beds of carbonaceous

shales, are of interest, as showing the topography of

the region, and the change- of level at the time of the

introduction of the carboniferous vegetation of the

; coal measures. These two deposits of carbonaceous

shales "are as well defined and as easily distinguished

|

from the including strata, as beds of coal. They may
in one sense be called coal, containing from eighty-

five to ninety per cent, of ash, and having an origin

similar to that of true cannel coal. The fine homo-

geneous material of which the shales are composed

indicate their deposition from quiet water: and the

wide range of the formation, as well as the remains

of huge fishes which it contains, forbid the idea of its

having accumulated in shallow swamps. Whatever

may have been the condition under which the Huron
shales were formed, these conditions were abruptly

changed; and the epoch was followed by long con-

tinued intervals, in which the growth and deposit of

this carbonaceous matter were interrupted.

Hl'RON* SHALE.

These are highly bituminous black shales having

somewhat the appearance of canuel coal, containing

in places the remains of plants accompanied with

films of true coal. They also frequently include thin

strata of blue argillaceous shales, containing very little

bituminous matter. Spheroid, and in the lower part

of the Huron shales, elongated concretions are very

abundant, varying in size from a half inch to fifteen

feet in diameter. The smaller ones are composed

almost entirely of pyrites, the larger ones of impure

carbonate of lime. The shales are so highly charged

with sulphur and potash, that in exposures protected

from the rain an efflorescence of alum is sometimes
: seen three-fourths of an inch in thickness; and occa-

sionally a nearly pure sulphur of equal thickness may
be observed.

From the reported boring for water in the machine

shops. Mr. Read estimates the thickness of the Huron
shales to be about seven hundred feet above the top

of the nearest exposure of the Cleveland shale. The
Huron shale is the great oil-producing rock of Eastern

Ohio and Western IVnnsyhania. The slow distribu-

tion of bituminous matter in it has resulted in tho

production of gas and petroleum, which along the

outcrop of the strata, have steadily escaped. The
petroleum Mowing into the fissures in the rocks, where

il was retained, has parted with its volatile matter,
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leaving a residuum of asphaltnm which by continued

desiccation has become minutely cracked,, and the

fissures have been gradually filled with barite. Such

deposits afford no proof that a valuable deposit of coal

may be found outside the coal measures. True coal

in very thin lamime is occasionally found in this shale,

and in all the formations between it and the coal

measures, land plants seem to have flourished under

favorable conditions during the time of the deposit of

all the upper Devonian, and the sub-carboniferous

rocks. It has left its record in plant impressions, and

in isolated thin films of coal which may be found on

almost any horizou of these rocks; but if taken as

indications of the presence of workable deposits of

coal, they will unquestionably lead to disappointment.

HAMILTON (iBOUP.

This important group of limestones and shales of

the New York geologists is here represented by a

thin and unimportant deposit of bluish, yellow marly

limestone. This is quite soluble, and therefore much
honeycombed and eroded at its points of exposure.

Were it not for the profusion of Hamilton fossils

contained in it, this would be regarded as the upper

part of the corniferous limestone upon which it rests.

It is apparently only from ten to fifteen feet in thick-

ness.

CORNIFEROIS LIMESTONE.

This formation contributes the surface rock at

Bellevue and a small territory adjacent in the north-

west part of the county. Two and a half miles

north of the village, aud on the county line, it is

covered with only from eighteen inches to two feet of

soil, and has l>een exposed in a quarry to the depth

of eight feet. The rock is in thin layers, hard, com-

pact, highly fossiliferous, and presenting the ordi-

nary characteristics of the upper layer of the cornif-

erous at Sandusky. Its surface is thirty feet above

the railway at Bellevne. South from this point, and

three-fourths of a mile north of the sooth line of

Lyme township, it is struck as the first rock in sink-

ing wells at a depth of twelve feet from the surface.

Still further south, and west of Weaver's Corners, a

ridge of limestone soil, filled with its debris, crowns

the west line of the county, at an elevation of fifty

feet above Jicllevue, making the thickness of the

rock in the county approximately fifty feet.

CHAPTER VII.

GEOLOGY OP EHIE COUNTY—SURFACE. FEATURES
AND DEPOSIT •

The most interesting features in the geology of

Erie county are the splendid scries of glacial mark-
ings inscribed on the corniferous limestone in and
about Sandusky City, the lake ridges which traverse

tV county from cast to west, and the remarkable

•From UirO«.|..*k-»l Surveyor Ohio, v.,1 II.

petrifying fountains, known as the Casta) ia springs.

In its topography, Erie county is without any strongly

marked features. The surface, to the eye, seems

nearly level: while, in fact, it forms a gentle slope from

the south line of the county, where it has an eleva-

tion of one hundred and fifty feet above the lake to
'

the lake level. This monotony of surface ha* been

produced by the planing action of the great glacier

that excavated the basin of Lake Erie; not only that

j

basin which now holds the water, but the greater one

of which the southern boundery is the water shed

between the lake and the Ohio. Erie county, there-

fore, lies near the bottom of this greater basin, and

the great ice mass which filled it, moving from the

northeast to the southwest, ground down the under-

lying rocks to a nearly uniform surface. The outlines

of the lake shore have been apparently determined

by the same great cause. The general bearing of the

south shore of Lake Erie is essentially the same from

near Buffalo to the mouth of the Huron river. There

the coast line forms a large angle with its former

course, and stretches, with only local variations,

directly from Huron to the mouth of the Mauniec.

By a glance at the map, however, it. will be seen that

the west end of Lake Erie is blocked up with islands,

and that a series of these islands stretches northward

from Sandusky and forms a barrier which must have

offered serious opposition to the westward movement
of the glacier. The effect of this ridge thrown

across the lake basin and struck obliquely by tho

moving ice mass, was to deflect that slightly to the

south, and to cause it to cut the deep uotch in tho

lake shore at the mouth of the Huron. The excava-

tion of this point was also facilitated by the conijuir-

ative softness of the Huron shale which underlies this

portion of tho county.

The drift deposits which overlie the glaciated sur-

face in most parts of the State have been removed

from the greater part of Erie county. The bowlder

clay is, however, found covering the rock surface

in the southern part of the county. This is, as

usual, a blue, or where exposed and its iron oxyd-

ized, reddish-yellow, unstratified clay, thickly set with

angular fragments of shale taken from the lake basin.

With these are more or fewer, generally small, bowl-

ders, usually ground and striated, derived from tho

crystalline rocks north of the lakes. In this part of

the county are also found beds of sand and the lake

ridges which rest upon the bowlder clay. These latter

deposits are evidently the effect of shore waves, and

are in fact old beaches formed when the lake stood

much higher than it now does. A good illustration

of the mode of deposition of such sand banks and

ridges is seen on the lake shore between Cedar Point

and Huron. Here the mouth of Sandusky bay is

partially closed by a ridge thrown up by the waves*

which will ultimately dike out the lake from and

reclaim a large area formerly covered by navigable

water. Between the ridges and sand hills which

stretch east and west, north of Prout's station, is a
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Burfaee, level to the eye, formed by a fine black soil

which covers the limestone here, presenting a remark-

ably level surface and nowhere deeply buried. This

district was originally prairie, with islands of timber,

and has proved the most fertile and productive portion

of the county. We have here a broad surface of lime,

stone planed down nearly as level as a house floor.

This was doubtless once covered with drift clay, but

has been removed by the waves of the lake when

they swept over it. Subsequently, when the water of

the lake had been withdrawn, this tract was left in a

condition similar to that of the upper end of Sandus-

ky bay, or to that of the space behind the barrier east

of the city, viz: covered with shallow, quiet water,

which was gradually replaced by a fine sediment,

mixed with the remains of the luxuriant vegetation

that grew there. The result was a sheet of remark"

ably tine, rich soil, having all the characteristics of

the prairie soils of the west, and. like them, covered

with a growth of grass rather than trees. In future

ages, when Lake Erie shall be further drained, what

is now Sandusky bay will undoubtedly present nearly

the same appearance us the district under considera-

tion.

CASTA LI A .SI'KIXOS.

The phenomena presented by Castalia springs have

excited considerable curiosity and interest, both on

the part of the residents of the county and of visitors

from other States, and deserve a few words of descrip-

tion arid explanation. As is known to most persons'

Ht Castalia a volume of water which forms quite a

river, flows up from several deep orifices in the lime-

stone rock, and supplies in its descent to the lake the

motive power for several mills. The water maintains

nearly the same temperature winter and summer, and

its flow is more uniform than that of surface streams

in the vicinity, though sensibly affected by jwriods of

unusual aud wide-9pread drought. The water of the

springs is highly charged with lime, rapidly incrusting

any object covered by it, aud it has deposited a sheet

of travertine over an area of several square miles iu

the vicinity. The rock in which the subterranean

channels are excavated, through which the waters of

the springs flow, is the water lime, the uppermost

members of the silurian system. This is a magnesian

limestone, in fact, a typical dolomite, containing

about forty-two |»ercent of magnesia and fifty-five of

carbonate of lime. This rock forms on the surface au

unbroken sheet, reaching from Castalia to Logan

county, the highest land in the State. The true

theory of the formation of these springs is simply

this: the Helderlierg limestone, like many others, is

soluble iu atmospheric water containing carbonic acid,

It forms the slope of the water-shed, and the drainage

of the country south from Castalia, passing over and

through it, has dissolved out a connecting system of

channels which are really subterranean rivers. Casta-

lia springs are formed at the mouths of one of these.

Similar springs and undergound stream* are met with

in all limestone countries. The table land of central

Kentucky affords innumerable examples of them.

This plateau is underlain by a thick mass of unusually

soluble limestone. The surface water dissolves it

away so easily that it dissolves every crack it )>ene-

trates, and has formed a connected system of under-

j

ground channels by which all the drainage of the

country is effected. The celebrated Mammoth Cave

J

is only one of these channels. Along the margin of

: this plateau there are a great number of fountains

like Castalia springs, which mark the mouths of the

subterranean streams that have been described. Such

fountains are also common in other countries, and

the classical Clitnmmis bursts out at the foot of a

limestone mountain, forming a fountain precisely like

that of Castalia.

GEOLOGICAL STBtCTl RE.

The section of the rocks underlying Erie county

is, in descending order, as follows:

Flret. Berea iflit «.> feet.

Second. Bedford »hale » feet

Third. Cleveland ahale au to 60 feet!

Fourth. Ene shale Midfeet.
FlfUi. Huron anal* »U feet.

Sixth. Hamilton luneetone M feet.

Seventh, tornlfer«u» llmevtoae 100 < ?> feet.

Eighth, OrUkanr limestone 0-i, feet.

Ninth. Water lime (roup lWm feet.

Tenth. Onr.n.Uwa salt group 80 to 40 feet.

In the oil well, bored at the mouth of the Vermillion

river, the Niagara limestone, the Clinton group, aud

Medina sandstone were penetrated, but they nowhere

come to the surface, within the limits of the county.

Of the foregoing strata, the first, the sandstone quar-

ried at Amherst and Brownhelm, of which the out-

crop crosses the east line of the county, within less

than a half mile of the lake shore; thence it sweeps

round to the south aud west, passiug through Berlin-

ville, and a little east of Norwalk, iu Iiurou county.

Within the area lying to the south and east of this

line, the Berea grit underlies most of the surface, but

j

it is very generally covered by the drift materials; and

it is only where its more compact and massive portions

have resisted the action of erosive agents, and these

have been left in relief, that u project! above the sur-

face. The hills in which the Amherst and Brown-

I

helm quarries are located, aud the elevation known
as Berlin Heights, are all masses of this character.

They were once bluffs upon the shore of the lake, and

everywhere show marks of the action of water and
ice. Along the outcrop of the Berea grit, its softer

portions have undoubtedly been most extensively

eroded, and are now deeply covered by drift deposits,

so that probably little of this portion of the area it

occupies will furnish valuable quarries of building

stone; but as the surface rises, aud the rocks dip to-

ward the south and ea*t. it soon passes below the

surface, and there is every probability that within

the townships of Berlin, Florence, and Vermillion,

the Berea grit will hereafter be quarried iu many
localities, precisely as it now is at Berea.
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BEDFORD SHALE.

Below the Berea sandstone is a bed of shale, forty

to sixty fwt in thickness, which is sometimes lilue, or

banded in color, but more generally red. This red

shale is conspicuously shown in the valley of the Ver-

million, and is exposed at many places in this section

of the State, immediately underlying the Berea sand-

stone: it may, therefore, serve as an important guide 4

to those who are seeking for the excellent quarry stone

furnished by that formation.

Neither the Berea sandstone, nor the red shale,

have, in Erie county, furnished any fossils: but at

Elyria, Lorain county, and at Berea and Bedford,

Cuyahoga county, a large number of remains of mol-

lusks and fishes have been taken from these strata.

• "LEV ELAND SHALE.

Under the red shale in the banks of the Vermillion,

occurs a black, bituminous shale, sixty or more feet

in thickness. This is a constant member of the Wa-

verly or lower carboniferous group, and forms the base

of that series. It is is unusually well exposed in the

vicinity of Cleveland, imd I have therefore called it,

for convenience sake, " the Cleveland shale." In its

lithological character, this shale is hardly to be dis-

tinguished from the great black shale (the Huron

shale), which is a member of the Devonian system,

and which here lies only a little below. Further east,

however, they are separated by an interval of several

hundred feet, and the fossils which they contain are

widely different. In the Cleveland shale are bones,

scales, and spines of fishes of small size, and of car-

boniferous types. In the Huron shale, on the con-

trary, we find the remains of fishes of enormous size,

of most |ieculiar structure, and such as clearly belong

to the old red sandstone fauna, so fully described by

Hugh Miller.

ERIE SHALE.

The lake shore from the Pennsylvania line to Erie

county is, for the most part, formed by a series of

green ami blue shales, which represent the Chemung
and Portage rocks of New York, ami belong to the

Devonian formation. These -hales thin out rapidly-

westward, and seem to be recognizable beyond the

jx>int under consideration. In the valley of the Cuya-

hoga they are exposed to the depth of one hundred

and forty feet, and have there yielded the most

characteristic fossils of the Chemung.

The upper layers of the Huron shale are inter-

stratified with the lower ones of the Erie in the

northeastern portion of the State, as we learn by bor-

ings made at Cleveland and further east. Some
traces of this interlocking may be seen at Monroe-

ville, where the well sunk at the railroad station cuts
'>

some blue as well as black shales. South of this

point, however, the Erie shale has not Urn recog-

nized, and it probably reached but a little way back

fnmi the lake -bore.

HURON SHALE.

This is the name we have given to the great mass

of black shale designated by the first geological board

as •• the black slate," and of which the outcrop forms

a belt which extends entirely across the State, from

Erie to Scioto county. This is the shale which forms

the banks of the Huron river at Monroeville and below.

It is not here a homogeneous black shale, as there

are some gray, argillaceous layers interstratified with

the more carbonaceous portions. The greater part of

it is, however, black, and highly bituminous, con-

taining ten per cent, or more of combustible matter.

From this bitumen, by slow spontaneous distillation*

petroleum is evolved, and Hows out in oil springs at

a great number of localities. The process of distilla-

tion also gives rise to the gaseous hydro-carbons, and

gas springs are even more abundant than oil springs

over the outcrop of this formation.

The Huron shale in some places contains many
concretions of impure limestone, of which hundreds

may be seen at Monroeville, where they have washed

out of the river banks. These concretions are some-

times almost absolutely spherical: ami because of

their geometric regularity, they have been collected

as objects of curiosity by the inhabitants of the

vicinity, often serving as ornamental caps to gate

posts, etc. Some of these concretions contain the

bones or teeth of huge fishes, first discovered in the

same foimation at Delaware by Mr. Heit/.er, and

from its formidable character, called Dinirhthys,

(terrible fish).

Two species of this genus have been found in Ohio

—one at Delaware, near the base of the Huron shale,

and named after its discoverer, Dinirhthy* Hertzeri;

the other from the summit of the formation in Shef-

field, Lorain county, and this I have named Dinich-

thy* Terrilli, to commemorate the service rendered

to science by Mr. Jay Terrell, tb whose zeal and

intelligence we owe all the best s]>ecimens yet ob-

tained. Both these remarkable fishes will be found

described in the palaeontological portion of this re-

port. Numerous fragments of the great bones of

Dinichtkjfi have l>ecn broken out of the concretions

which have fallen from the shale banks of Huron

river, but the specimens yet obtained from these are

too imperfect to show to which species they belong.

Little effort has been made to collect at this point, and

it is probable that careful search would be rewarded

hv the discovery of some specimens of great interest.

As nearly as we can determine, the thickness of

the Huron shale in this part of the State is about

three hundred feet.

HAMILTON- UBOl'P.

At Front's station and Deep cut, on the Sandusky,

Mansfield and Newark railroad, the base of the Huron

-hale is exposed, and beneath it are seen layers of

light, cherty, and bluish, marly limestone, which are

the representatives of the Hamilton group of New
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York. Hero tin- formation has become insignificant

in dimensions, compared with what it is further east;

where it is not more than twenty feet in thick nee*,

while in Central New York the Hamilton group is

twelve hundred feet thick. There is no mistaking the

equivalence of these strata, however, for they are full

of fossils. At Prout's station the following s|teeies

are found, viz: Sj>irif*rti ni»rrn, iifu, Cyrlia, Ham-
iltnnen*i#, .S(ru/)funfoi)tn itt

: ntis*n, Afhyritx s/n'rife-

roides, Heliophylluiu Halli, Pharo/M, bnfo, etc., etc.,

the most characteristic fossils of the Hamilton.

Prom the softness of the Hamilton limestone in Erie

comity, as well as from its inconsiderable dimen-

sions, it forms no well marked line of outcrop,

but it will often be detected in sections which include

the base of the Huron shale and the top of the dorsif-

erous limestone. It may be said to underlie a very

narrow belt of territory, extending southwesterly

from the lake shore, at a point half way between

Sandusky and Huron, to the Lake Shore railroad,

midway between Monroeville and Bellevue.

« O KX I K KHO 1 • S Ll M ESTO X E.

The most interesting, and perhaps the most itnjwr-

tant formation in Erie county is the corniferous lime-

stone. This is the rock underlying Sandusky city,

that which forms Marblehead, Kelly's Island, Middle

Island, etc.. the source from which the greater part

of the lime used in northern Ohio is derived, and a

rock scarcely less extensively employed as a building

stone than the Berea grit. The upper portion of the

corniferous limestone is blue in color, and lies in thin

strata. It is this subdivision of the formation that

is opened in the quarries at Sandusky, and which

furnishes the blue limestone known as the "San-

dusky stone," and largely used for building, paving,

and flagging at Sandusky and elsewhere. The lower

portion is light colored, and much more massive, and is

that quarried at Kelly's Island and Marblehead. The
fossils of the corniferous limestone are exceedingly

numerous aud of great interest. Like most other

limestones this has been derived from the decomposi-

tion of organic structures, and in many places it is

almost altogether made up of corals and shells. In

chemical composition it. is a magnesian limestone,

containing twenty per cent, or more of magnesia.

This peculiarity has been <|iioted as objectionable in

its adaptation to the manufacture of lime; but, on

the contrary, it is benefited by this ingredient, the

magnesia making it slower in setting, " less hot," as

masons say, and therefore much more manageable.

The fossil fishes of the corniferous limestone have

attracted more or less attention from geologists for

many years. They are now chiefly obtained from the

quarries on Kelly's Island and Marblehead. in the

lower corniferous limestone: and those of Sandusky

and Delaware, from the up(H-r mem!>er. or Sandusky

limestone.

Of MacropttnUehthy*, the only portion yet found is

the cranium. This is composed of a number of geo-

metrical plates of which the'external surface is beau-

tifully tuberelcd. It is known to most of the quarry-

men, and by them it is generally regarded as the car-

apace of turtle. It is. however, in fact, the cranium

of a large fish, as any one will plainly see who will

take the trouble to compare with it the cranium of

our common sturgeon.

Ohyhotln* was an equally large fish, of which the

cranial bones were much more numerous and easily

separated, so that they are generally found detached

and scattered through the rock. The jaws of this

fish are not unfrequently met with. They are a foot

or more in length, and are studded with teeth along

the upper margin. The most singular feature in the

structure of this fish is formed by a crest of seven

large, curved, pointed teeth, which, attached t.> an

arch of bone, were inserted between the extremities

of the under jaw, apparently acting like the prow of

a ram.

OMSK A S V A S ItSTOX E.

Beneath the corniferous limestone, on the penin-

sula, and near Castalia, a thin hand of limestoue is

visible. This holds the position of the Oriskany

sandstone in New York, and though it has here

yielded no Oriskany fossils, they are said to have

been obtained from it in Indiana: and there is little

doubt, therefore, that it should be regarded as the

equivalent of the Oriskany sandstone.

WATER I.I V E.

The upper portion of the silurian system is, in

Ohio, represented by the water lime and Salina form-

ations. Of these, the water lime is the upjiermost

and by far the most conspicuous. It underlies a

larger portion of Ohio than any other formation ex-

cept the coal measures. It composes all of Catawba

island. Put-in-Ray. and the other islands of that

group. Erie county just reaches the edge of the

water lime area, and, as has been mentioned, it is in

this rock that the subterranean channel has been

excavated through which flows the stream of water

that forms Castalia springs.

SALIXA ORGUP.

The water lime is immediately underlain by a

series of calcareous shales and beds of gypsum,

which apparently represent the Onondaga salt group

of New York. The gypsum quarries worked by Mr.

Ocorcc A. Marsh, on Sandusky bay, lie within the

limits of Ottawa county, and the same formation

extends under Sandusky, where it has been reached

in boring wells for oil—at too great a depth, how-

ever, to be profitably worked. These IkhIs of gyp-
sum also form the bottom of the lake off the point of

Pnt-in-Bay island, so that they apparently underlie a

large area in this vicinity. They deserve to be care-

fully -ought for, as they may be found in localities

where they will be readily accessible. From the con-

tinuity of the surface clays, this exploration, how-

ever, can only be effected by boring. The gypsum of
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Sandusky is of excellent quality, and the quantity is I

apparently inexhaustible. About ten thousand tons

per annum are produced at the quarries of Mr.

Marsh.

BlILDIXO STONE.

No portion of the State is more abundantly sup-

plied with excellent building materials than that

immediately about Sandusky. The Amherst sand-

stone, which is known, and 1 can almost say used,

all over the United States, reaches into Erie county,

and, though not yet quarried there to any consid-

erable extent may, perhaps, become hereafter an im-

portant contributor to the wealth of the inhabitants.

The Sandusky limestone is also highly prized as a

building material, and its capability of supplying

suitable stone fin- large and haudsome structures is

illustrated in the splendid high-school building and

various other edifices at Sandusky, as well as

churches, stores and residences at Toledo, Cleve-

land, etc.

The quarries of the corniferous at Marblehead and

Kelly's Island, are in Ottawa county, but the strata

worked there underlie all of Erie county, and may
be reached at various points with little trouble. The
same beds of the corniferous furnish quick lime not

inferior to any manufactured in the State, so that

lime may be specified as one of the important mineral

staples of the county.

OH- SHALES.

The carbonaceous matter contained in the Huron

shale is equivalent in heating power to that of a thick
|

seam of coal, but up to the present time we have not 1

discovered any mode of making that source of power
j

available, except by distilling oil or gas from it. Both

these useful substances are constantly being evolved

from this great carbonaceous mass by s|KJiitaneous

distillation, and it is possible that they may be here-

after, when the supply of petroleum from wells has

failed, artificially generated from this source so

cheaply as to pay a profit to the manufacturers. It is

also worth remembering that further east along the

lake shore, as at Erie, Pennsylvania, and Fredonia,

New York, the spontaneous flow of carbureted

hydrogen gas from the Huron shale has been exten-

sively utilized. Frednnia was for many years exclu-

sively, and still is partially lighted by natural jras,

and at Erie, wells sunk for the purpose, are supplying
;

c uubnstible gas. which is being successfully applied to

the heating and lighting of residences and manu-

facturiiig establishments.

The gypsum and hydraulic lime of the water lime

and Salina groups should, perhaps, be enumerated

among the material mineral resources of Erie county,

as. though not found upon the surface, they lie not

far U'low. The quantity and accessibility of these

materials are, however, yet so much in doubt that no

one would be justified in anticipating a great increase

in the wealth of the county from this source.

ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

CHARTER VI 11.

THE PREHISTORIC FIRE-LAND8

No I'EKinti of history is more fascinating to the

student than the period in which history has not

begun. In the study of ascertained and chronicled

facts there is not much sco)*' for the workings of

fancy; but the imagination may run riot amid the

wildest conjectures as to times of which no records

tell. Thete may lie poetry and romance based ni>on

the soltcr realities of historic eras, but the myths and

traditions of every land, belonging to ages before its

history liegun, are not based upon, but are themselves,

poetry and romance.

This chapter is to treat of the Fire-lands More the

days of the pioneers. It is not to chronicle events,

but, rather, to grope in the darkness of forgotten

times, and attempt to gather up such broken threads

of knowledge as have not been utterly lost, that they

may lie woven into some semblance of reality. It is

to search and inquire, rather than to teach.

The ages embraced in the term, "prehistoric times,'*

have an end but no beginning.

Wlnt, if any human beings, inhabited the Fire-

lands before that mysterious people, the Mound-

Ruilders, began to rear their strange structures along

our river terraces, we have no means of knowing.

All before their era is an absolute blank, m which we

find no myth, nor tradition, nor moldering ruin, to

aid us in our efforts to obtain some knowledge of

the remotest past.

TUB MOl'KD-ttl'ILDIBS,

Our name for the jieoplc who wrote tn our soil the

fact of their existence, but left us no other records.

We may know some of their habits of life, we may
know that they mined copper about Lake Superior

and mica in the Alle^hanies: that they trafficked in

the markets of the southwest and brought shells from

the Gulf of Mexico: but their memorable events of

war and peace, the names of their statesmen and

philosophers, warriors and p»ets. have been utterly

forgotten, and no man knows to-day whether or not

any remnant of the great race remains on the earth.

In all the valleys of the Mississippi and its tribu-

taries, their works remain in abundance to testify of

the mysterious workers. Of the origin of these works

the Indians knew nothing. Their traditions did not

reach back so far.

Accustomed as we have lieen to the thought of

primeval forests in all this region, thinly inhabited

DV nomadic tribe- of savages, disputing the title to

the soil with the fierce panther and the howling wolf,

we can hardly realize that, ages ago, a dense agricul-

tural population filled all uur borders, cultivating

their farms, building substantial dwellings and lofty

temples, establishing governments and ennctiii" laws,

holding commercial relations with different parts of

the continent.
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The erection of the thousands of artificial mounds,

terraces and earthwork enclosure!* which still remain,

with all the other vast works which must have been

obliterated by "the waves antl weathers of time,"

could only have been possible in a land like Mcsojto-

tamia or Egypt, of great agricultural resources.

Where there were so many toiling hands, tbere were

many mouths to l»e fed. and to supply the enormous

demand there mnst have been other workers, pro-

ducers, tillers of the soil.

Maples and beeches, tough hickories and giant oaks,

"the green-robed senators of mighty woods," did not

always darken the face of Ohio as in the days of the

Indian hunters; but long, long before the red men
had found their way to the fertile Fire-lands, grain,

golden as the sunlight which ripened it, was waving

over myriads of these our fields. Where there was

grain, there were granaries, and where the builders

of the terraced mounds toiled day l y day, there were

buying and selling, and there were a hundred trades

and employments which men have ever found the

inevitable concomitants of civilized society.

The character of the earthworks in this region evi-

dences the fact that the Fire-lands are on the northern

frontiers of the ancient empire. Nearly all the works

along our river banks in northern Ohio are manifestly

defensive fortifications, with external facie, as in

modern works of like character; and north of the

lakes there are no such pyramidal foundations, for

now lost structures, as abound in the central part of

the United States. Traveling southward from the

lakes, one finds mysterious ruins growing in number

and magnitude, until they are merged in the wealth

of monumental remains, shadowed by the tropical

forests of Central America.

Fascinating as is the study of these relics of an

ancient empire, this chapter has space but to deal with

those which belonged to this one of it* outlying prov-

inces. We shall not find on the Fire-lands such great

pyramidal mounds as those of southern Ohio. West

Virginia, and Illinois; nor shall we marvel at such

monolithic images and carven tablets as abound in

Yucatan and Ouatamala. We shall, however, find

unmistakable evidences that the same race which left

these records of an extinct civilization, had out-posts

along the river banks which are most familiar to us.

The works upon the Fire-lands were, for the most

part, circular fortifications on the highlands over-

looking the river banks, some of them enclosing small

mounds supposed to have been burial places. These

works have been almost obliterated by continual culti-

vation during the past half century; but we are fortu-

nate in the fact that some of the observing pioneers

who came and saw them before the leveling plowshare

had crossed and recrossed them year after year, have

put upon paj>er their remcnibranees of them.

Bj such mean! we are informed that the Mound-

Builders are believed to have left their traces in at

least the townships of M trgaretta. Vermillion, Berlin,

Huron, Milan, Ridgefiekl, Norwalk. New Haven and

Norwich. The works which, in the early part of the

century, remained in the localities which have become

the townships above named, are briefly described as

follows;

The township of Margaret tta had. when first set-

tled, a number of fortifications and mounds, some of

the latter «|tiite large and constructed of stone.

In Vermillion there were two extensive fortifica-

tions on the banks of the river of the same name, and

another in the southern part of the township. There

were, in the same township, a number of mounds in

in which human skeletons and scattered bones were

found.

* In Berlin, in the western part of the township,

there was a mound covering a qtuurterof an acre, with

large trees growing Qpon it Near the center of the

township, on the farm formerly owned by the late

Lewis Osborn, was another mound, and in the north-

ern part of the township, a fortification.

In Huron township, mounds were found 011 the

highlands on both sides of the river. Two of these

mounds on the west side of the river and about two

miles from its mouth, were quite large and nearly

round. Human bones and "beads of different colors"'

were found in them.

In Milan, the pioneers describe "three forts," one
in the first section, one in the second and one in the

fourth. Their embankments, when first seen by the

whites, were from two to four feet high. At differ-

ent places in the township other earthworks were

found, and in some of them human bones and imple-

ments of stone and clay.

In Ridgefiekl township, Huron county, circular for-

tifications were found in lot two and lot three of the

first section, and a small mound containing human
bones, in lot eighteen of the >ceond section. The
fortifications are on high banks of branches of the

nu ron river.

In Norwalk there were three fortifications near the

Ridgefield line, and crossing it, on the farm now
owned by Isaac Underbill. That gentleman has pre-

served reminiscences of his plowing, when a boy.

through the dry and brittle bones of the men of whom
these works are the monuments.

In the western part, of New Haven township was a

circular fortification with large trees growing on its

embankments when first discovered.

Except a few "conical mounds" said to have been

found in Norwich, in the southeast part of the town-
ship, no record, so far as we know, has been preserved

of any other traces left by the Mound-Builders on the

soil of the Fire-lands.

It may be. indeed, that not all the remains which
have been mentioned, belong properly to the age of

the Mound-Builders, for the pioneers were not always

careful to discriminate between the works of that

ancient race and those of the later inhabitants of

these lands, the Indians. But at least this may be

said with confidence, that some, if not all, these

works were wrought by the hands of that mysterious
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people, whose origin, charac ter ami history have been

a pregnant theme for many a dehor in the world'*

antiquities.

It is not the province of this local history to enter

into extended inquiries of this kind. The evidences

are many of the great antiquity of the remains, and

the fact is no less clearly proven that the men who
erected them were much higher than the red men in

the scale of civilization. Whether they came of the

Mongolian stock, were a remnant of the "lost trills

of Israel," or belonged to an original family unknown
to the old world, we shall not stop hole to investigate.

It is enough to say that Ion.: ago, perhaps many
ages l>eforo the coming of the Indians, the Mouncf-

Ruildcrs vanished from the Fire-lands, leaving behind

them neither tradition nor history.

INDIANS.

When and whence came the red men to the Fire-

lands, no research will now inform ns. It seems

most probable that they were of Asiatic origin and

drifted across the country from the northwest, but

the matter is one of conjecture, and it is not the pro-

vince of this work to discuss the arguments in favor

of any particular hypothesis.

Whenever they came and whatever their origin,

they found here, on the southern shore of Lake Erie,

green and fertile lands, drained by the waters of the

Sandusky, the Huron and the Vermillion.

These were prairie and wood land, well watered and

abounding in game. It would have been strange if

no wandering tribes of red men. whose highest idea

of happiness was embodied in a paradise of well-

stocked hunting grounds, should not have lingered

along the river banks, where, even in the days of the

pioneers the feathered arrow of the Indian seldom

searched vainly for a victim.

It is interesting to note that here, in one group of

Counties, by that process of language-petrifaction,

which has left upon our lakes and rivers. States and

territories, the names which were familiar and ex-

pressive words to the tribes of people whose graves

are all over the Fire-lands, we have six Indian titles:

Erie, Sandusky and Ottawa, Huron, genera and

Wyandot.

All these but one were tribal designations; but not

all the tribes whose names have been so perpetuated

had any habitation on the Fire-lands at the coming of

the pioneers. Ottawa*, Huron* or Wyandot*, and

Sentcas, there were iu the tirst years of this century;

but lung More that, naught but a memory remained

of the Erie*, that proud, fierce tribe, whose war with

the fin Xatit us of New York forms one of the most

interesting tradition! of prehistoric America.

The Erie*, it is said, dreaded the combination of

five such tribes as, united, made up the froyitoi* Fir?

Xation*. They endeavored to crush the confederacy

in its inception, but were themselves defeated with

terrible slaughter, between C'anaudaigua lake and the

<iene-ee river. They retired to the far west, but

tradition says that many years later a war party of

their descendants returned from beyond the Missis-

sippi and attacked the Seneeas, who had settled upon

the fatherland of the Erie*; but the result was a

second crushing defeat, and the annihilation of the

Erie race, unless a remnant was left to mingle with

other tribes in the west.

As long ago as the middle of the seventeenth cen-

tal) the Eriis probably occupied northern Ohio,

along the shores of Lake Erie, and the famous pic

tared rocks on Kel ley's Island, have been supposed

by Shingwank, the Little Pine, an Indian arclueolo-

gist, to refer to the wars of this lost nation.

After the destruction of the Erie* the greater part

of northern Ohio seems to have been never so much
the peculiar territory of any one nation as the com-

mon hunting ground of many.

As white settlements increased along the Atlantic

coast, and the natives were crowded toward the set-

ting suu. tril>es and remnants of tribes whose homes

had been iu the east, wandered into Ohio and lingered

there, until the advancing army of civilization pressed

them still further toward their ultimate destiny.

It is for this reason that in the chronicles of the

pioneers we find mention of so many diverse tribes.

They were sojourners, most of them, rather than

permanent dwellers on the Fire-lands. The land

may have seemed almost a^ strange to them as to the

white settlers.

On the pages of the Pioneer, the magazine of the

Fire-lands Historical Society, the earliest of these

white settlers have recorded these names of triU-s

represented here during the first years of the nine-

teenth century. Of the Abjonuaiu family, the

Miami* or Muuiurex, the Tatro* or Offatnts, the

Cfti/iprirux or Ojihtroy*, the /Matrons, Slaiirnee*

ami Pofatrutooiiex ; and of the Hariai-Iroi/uoi* fam-

ily, the Wyandot*, or Huron* proper, and the Seneni*.

|

Of these tribes, that of the Wyandot* is |ierhaps

ofteiiest mentioned by the pioneers. The people of

'

this tril»e lived for the most part along the Sandusky

river for manv years after the town and villages of

the pale faces had sprung up all over the Fire-lands.

The Wt/andutx and Huron* were the same people,

the latter name being the one bestowed upon them

by the French.

In the vears when the Iroi/aois were waging their

relentless wars against the Eriis, the Wyandot* lived

on the Canada side of the lakes, although their hunt-

ing excursions seem, sometimes, to have reached the

regious about the mouth of the Miami and that of the

Sandusky.

They also became involved iu war with the power-

ful IroqitOW, and, as in the case of the Erie*, the

Wifundot* were, as a nation, aluioM exterminated by
1

the seemingly invincible confederacy of New York.

Hut in later days, after the Erie* had ceased to be

known in Ohio, and the strife with the Fire Xufion*

had ended, remnants of the Wyandot* hunted and

planted corn along the valley of the Sandusky.
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There was preserved among them a tradition of their

migration Across the lakes, imjielled by a great fam-

ine to search for new limiting grounds. They built

their "big fire" or chief town at Upper Sandusky,

and a map, published in lino, shows the locatiou of

others of their villages along the river. These settle-

ments flourished, and the Wgawlots became, after

the lapse of years, the most jMiwerful tribe in this

region. There is frequent mention m the chronicles

of the pioneers on the Fire-lands, of parties of these

Sandusky river Wyandot* who crossed the Fire-lands

in search of game.

In smaller numl>ers on the Fire-lands were the Sen-

eca*, a remnant of the once powerful nation, which,

with the other tribes of the Iroquois confederacy, a

century aud a half before, had crushed the W'yan-

ttot* aud the Eries. The white settlements had be-

come numerous through the territory where the Five

Xution* had held dominion. The star of the Seneca*

was waning. They had no louger the leadership of

such chieftains as Ked Jacket, the warrior-orator,

and. driven by the dominant Caucasian race, they

were drifting slowly across the country towards the

great plains of the west.

Besides these two representative* of the Huron-

Iroquois family, there were no others on the Fire-

lands in the days of the pioneers.

The Algonquin*, however, were here, not in such

number* of individuals probably, but more numer-

ously represented in names of tribes. Among these

we note the Delaware*, the Kenupjn or Lenni-Lenupe,

as they called themselves, who dwelt along the banks

of the Huron river, the most of them in Milan town-

ship. With them were mingled the Ottawa* or

" Taw '*." as many of the white settlers called them.

The one i>eople had come from the east, where, for

years, they had lived among the other Algonquin

tribes of the Atlantic coast; the other had come from

the northwest, and, in perfect peace, they had united

their fortunes in the pleasant valley of the Huron.

Upon the picturesque site of the town of Milau they

built their village. Petpiottiug, and there aud in that

vicinity, even after the coming of the pale faces, they

hunted and fished, and raised corn on the fertile river

flats.

We believe that it was these Delaware* and Ottawa*

of Pensioning who were accustomed to nnke maple

sugar on the river bottom west of Norwalk. and

whose trail lay along the sand ridge where now is

Main street, the pleasant, maple-shaded avenue

which is the pride of the town.

The other Algonquin tribes, so far as is known,

had no tixed residence on or near the Fire-lands, but,

pursuant to their nomadic habits, they made occa-

sional visits to this section of the country. This was

particularly the case with the Ch ippema*, Miami*

and I'otawattomie*. They were all inhabitants of

the country to the west and northwest. The Shaw-

nee* were of southern origin. They had a tradition

that their ancestors came from some foreign land,

across the sea.

According to French accounts, the tribe of Chip-

pewa* or Ojibwuy* is worthy of more than a passing

notice. They are said to have been a powerful and
brave race, and their war with the Sioux, which was

waged for one hundred aud eighty years after the

whites first knew them, ami we know not for how
long before, is one of the memorable events of Indian

history, and is the surest proof of the indomitable

courage and haughty pride of both tribes.

The territory of the Chippewa* was on both sides of

Lake Su|>erior, at the head of which wits their chief

town, Chegoimegou, where, it is said, they kept a

perpetual fire burning.

They were a tall, well formed race, and their lan-

guage was praised by the French as the court-language

of the aborigines.

Hands of Indians of all these tribes, hunted and
fished over most, and probably all. the townships of

the Fire-lauds: but except Peo,notting, they had no

village in either Erie county or Huron at the time of

the first white settlements.

Technically, the lives aud characters, the manners

and customs of the Indians inhabiting the Fire-lands

after the first white settlements, can scarcely be said

to lielong to the period of "prehistory." Hut one

can hardly write of •the red men without letting his

pen cross the line on which history begins. We can

form no estimate of the lives of the inhabitants of

these woods before a white man's ax began to hew the

way for the march of civilization, without a study of

the characteristics described by the first white chron-

iclers, as belonging to the red men who remained

after those times.

Thus, even in naming and describing tribes, we
have trespassed upon the nineteenth century. We
shall find no instance of individual character recorded

at any earlier |»eriod.

So many years have now elapsed since the last red

man vanished from the Fire-lands, like a departing

ghost of a dead and buried past, that we can now but

dimly trace even the tribal distinctions and names of

these strange children of the woods. Few, indeed,

are the names, and faint the memories, of tiie individ-

ual warriors and chieftains which have come down to

us. But ltcfore they are all forever lost in the shad-

ows of the past, it should Ik* the duty of the historian

to rescue aud keep bright the name- and fame of Sen-

eca John and Ogontz, the Ottawa, two noble reprc-

tative- of the'betfer class of Algonquin and Iroquois.

In those days the red men were in a transition

state. They had been savages, with all the cruelty,

the bad passions, and the ignorance It-longing to sav-

agery; but now, from their intercourse with the

whites, they were learning many of the mean vices

with a few of the virtues, of civilization. The mis-

sionary and the trader were working side by side, but

not in harmony, and too often the good work of the
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one was destroyed by the bad work wrought by the

other.

In such a period, the characters of .John, the Sen-

eca, and Ogontz. the Ottawa, stand out in bold and
\

pleasing relief. In the frequent mention of these two

chiefs by the early chroniclers of the Fire-lands, then4

has been found no word of disparagement concerning

either of them.

The Seneca was accustomed to hunt in the southern

and western part of Huron county. The early set-

tlers of that region always gave him a cordial welcome,

and some of them have placed on reconl their appre-

ciation of his character. He could speak but little

English, but was always friendly to the settlers, and
|

was brave, honest, and trustworthy.

Ogontz was better known in the region of San-

dusky, which was one of his favorite resorts at certain

seasons of the year, for the purpose of fishing and

hunting, and that locality was for years known, by

reason of this fact, as " Ogontz place."

This chief is described as a man of stately form and

noble bearing, and, like Seneca John, he seems to

have been in character a nature's nobleman, while,

unlike John, he had received, at the hands of the

French, a high degree of culture.

The tragedy which ended the life of each of these

hunter and warrior chiefs, illustrates the sanguinary

character of their race. Scnecajohn was accused of

witchcraft, and having been condemned by his own
tribe, was unhesitatingly slain,—his own brother be-

ing the execu'ioner. Ogontz. years before his death,

had killed, in self defense, a rival chief, and had

adopted the hitters son, who, even in his boyhood,

cherished a desire to avenge his father's death. The i

boy grew up, and, when the opportunity offered, took !

the life of the brave, kind Ogontz, who had been a

second father to him, better than the first.

These two men, John ami Ogontz, the Seneca and

the Otlaira, the Jroouois and the Algonquin, are the

type of the aboriginal native of America, uncor-

rnpted by association with the white men. They
lived and died, the one an ignorant savage, the other

an educated gentleman, but both, by nature, proud,

noble and manly, the proof that the red man was not

always in his present state of miserable degradation.

Anj view of Indian life and character is incom-

plete which fails to take in their surroundings. Be-

fore we ran have vividly before us the life of the red

man of the Fire-lands, we must reconstruct the Fire-

lands themselves as they were a century ago. We
must clear away all the marks of civilization; we
must rear again the mighty woods, *nnd let the

prairie grasses grow in the rankness and luxuriance

of nature: we must rescue from the overflowing

waves of the destroying lake, the fertile lands on

which they have encroached, and restore the marsh
land along the rivers to the tillable condition of the

past: we must sweep all the mill-dams from the

streams, and let the lake muscalonge and pickerel,

the lawful prey of the Indiau. ascend to the farthest
,
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limits of Huron county: we must re-people the forests

with screaming panthers, bears and packs of howling

wolves: deer must abound and rattlesnakes must

crawl in the damp and gloomy woods.

Amid such surroundings as these the Indian war-

rior reared his family. His daily work was hunting

and trapping game, when he was not on the war

trail, seeking the scalps of his enemies. According

to Seneca John, the hunting grounds were, by agree-

ment, allotted among the tribes, and, doubtless, en-

croachments on one another's territory, and disputes

as to boundaries, were the fruitful causes of fpiarrels

and bloodshed.

In the autumn of every year the prairies were

burned over, that the abundant deer might be more

easily tracked and hunted over the bare and black-

ened soil.

While the young men were engaged in such pur-

suits, the other members of the tribes remained at

home. The old meu, doubtless, smoked and dozed

away the hours; or, not unlike our pioneers, lived

over their youth in tales of daring deeds when their

eyes were keen and their arms strong. The half-

naked children played out of doors by themselves, or

importuned their grandfathers to make them bows

and arrows, or, may be, ever insatiable, begged to be

told innumerable stories, entirely after the manner of

juvenile palefaces, for children are children the world

over.

The s.juaws, meanwhile, tied np their little pap-

pooses in bark cradles, which they hung from the

limbs of trees, to be rocket! by the passing wind—

a

practice said to be the origin of our lullaby soug,

"Hockaby, baby, on the tree top"— and, then,

meekly recognizing the existence of a " woman's

sphere" and their wifely duties to their lordly hus-

bands, which, as in civilized society, had been by the

latter circumscribed and defined for them, they duti-

fully brought the water, gathered the firewood and

hoed the corn, as it was the custom for even the

strongest-minded squaws to do; and, while they toiled

with sweating faces and aching backs, they longed for

the going down of the hot sun and the sight of their

returning braves, with venison-laden ponies or belts

full of reeking scalps.

But shall we infer from this slavery, into which

the fashion of the race forced women, that there was

no affection between husband and wife? At first

thought, one might almost so believe, but surely

there is under all the artificial manners and customs

of the world a substratum of human nature which

never varies. Let it not be doubted, then, that the

Indian husband and wife often loved one another

with an affection not different from that of the

palest-faced Caucasians.

The Moravian missionary, Heckewelder, tells a

touching «torv illustrative of such tenderness on the

part of an ludian husband toward his wife. It was

in a time of famine, and a sick woman expressed a

longing for some Indian corn. There was none in
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the region where they lived, but a trader had a small

quantity at Lower Sandusky, a hundred miles away.

Thither the woman's husband rode, and, having

traded his horse for a small quantity of the precious

grain, he returned on foot Along the weary trail, car-

' rying his precious purchase with him, that he might

gladden the heart of his loved wife.

The same human nature sometimes shone out in !

the love of parents for their children. The red war-
|

rior was, on the surface, a stern and taciturn man, I

and perhaps the little ones oftener looked up to him
with fear and awe than with any other emotion, but

there must have !>een something besides sternness in

the heart of that Wyandot of Upper Sandusky, who,

while on a hunting excursion east of Milan, lost a

child by death, and carried the body home in his
j

arms, that the little one might sleep in the grave of

its mother. By day and by night he carried his bur-

den and his sorrow, alone in the lonely woods, until

he reached his dreary home. He was an Indian, and

would shed no tears: but every white father, who has

lost the first-born son of his pride and affection, can

understand the bitterness of the red man's sorrow.

It is a mystery, how, in this northern climate, the

Indians obtained the means of living through the

winter. Even those tribes who did not despise agri-

culture tilled the soil in a superficial way, and ofteu

had short crops. In such a season, their chief de-

pendence was on fish and game, and even these must

at times have failed them. It is easy to understand

that such famines as that which drove the Wyandots
south of the lake, according to their tradition, were

not an (infrequent occurrence. Pestilence, too, occa-

sionally swept the country, destroying whole tribes.

Ogontz has been spoken of as an Ottawa, but. in

reality, according to his own statement, he was au

adopted son of that tribe—his own parents having

died in such a pestilence while he was a child. Sam- I

oset, the Waatjunioay, told to the New England colo- i

nists the story of a great plague, which, a few years

before, had almost denuded the country of its inhab- I

itants, and had left many tribes in a feeble and deso-

late condition.

The tongues and dialects spoken by the aboriginal I

inhabitants of our country have l**en a fruitful field

for philologists. As the Atyo;n/uin tribes inhabited

that part of the Atlantic coast first settled by the

English, their language gave to the colonists several

words which have almost become a part of our Eng-

lish vocabulary. They are such words as "wigwam,"'

"s\|uaw," "wampum," "tomahawk," "sachem,"

etc. The words in the Indian vocabularies were few,

and it became often necessary for them to express

their ideas circuitously, by metaphors aud other

figures, and by such combinations of words, a- printed

in English books, have given many people the impres-

sion that the aboriginal language* were full of un-

pronouncable, polysyllabic words.

Many of the Indian projn'r names wen combina-

tions of expressive words descriptive of the localities

named. Thus the name Sandusky is a compound
and corrupted word, meaning, originally, "clear
water," or, more literally " water riot concealing the

ground," or, as another has translated it, " water in

pools." Xorwalk. which comes from the Connecticut

town of that name, is another compound word,

signifying "middle-land," or, like the (ireek Meso-
potamia, "between the rivers." Erie signifies "wild

cat," ai appropriate title for one of the fiercest of

the native tribes.

Many English books have been translated into these

dialects aud languages; grammars and dictionaries

hav* been written of the tongues of several of the

tribes, and comparative philologists have sought, by

means of verbal affinities, to trace the sources and
beginnings of the American races.

There is no subject connected with aboriginal

America having more of the interest of unsolved

mystery than this. As with most mysteries, if we
could lift the curtain which hides from us the genesis

of the people who inhabited the continent before us,

the subject would lose much of its fascination.

We have but glanced at the Fire-lands of pre-

historic times. A hundred things might still l>e

said, and yet the darkness which hides from our con-

ception the state of a country whose people wrote no
history, would not be changed to twilight.

CHAPTEH IX.

THE MORAVIAN MISSIONS.

The sect known as Moravians originated in Bohe-

mia, and though always insignificant in point of num-
bers, and none of them remarkable for their wealth,

or position, or learning, they have never been lacking

in zeal or enthusiasm in extending their Master's king-

dom. Indeed, taking into account the fewness of their

numbers, it may be confidently asserted that no other

denomination of christians has done so much for the

missionary cause. Never excelling in nhiliry or skill

in elucidating abstruse ami difficult problems of belief,

they have sought not to make proselytes among those

already well grounded in the cardinal doctrines of

christian faith, but to teach the elementary gunnel

religion to those races and tribes who had not yet been

converted to Christianity.

To the prosecution of this work tiny have freely

devoted their lives and fortunes, and no country hits

lieen too remote, no shore too forbidding or inhospita-

ble to prevent their planting the banner of the cross,

and seeking to bring Under ir- folds the most savjige,

barbarous and degraded of mankind.

In 1*3$, while their number was less than fourhun-

dred, they began their mis-ionary work, the first station

established being at St. Thomas, in the West Indies.

In K4<», tbey established a mission among the Indians

at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania: but as the Indians were
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being gradually rlri vt-?i westward, a permanent loeu-

tion was impossible. The efforts of tin' missionaries

never were successful in civilizing the Indians to the

degree that they eould remain in eontaet with the

whites, without being corrupted ami degraded. To
have any success they must keep in advance of the

wave of emigration. In K»»x a new location was

sought near Oil City. Pennsylvania, and in 1T7»> the

Congregation removed to the Heaver river. After

remaining here for a year or more, they turned their

steps westward to the vallej of the Tuscarawas, near

New Philadelphia, Ohio.

Here, in this pleasant and fertile valley, fliev

thought themselves so far in the wilderness that they

might forever remain undisturbed. They built cal>-

ins, cleared away the forests, tilled the soil, and wor-

shiped God in peace and happiness. Their numbers

increased by conversions from the Indians until the

settlement contained three villages named Schoen-

brunn, (inadenhutten and Salem. Put though exer-

cising only the arts of peace, keeping aloof from war

and strife, and patiently submitting to wrong without

seeking to bestow punishment or gratify revenge, they

could not escape persecution and martyrdom.

They were distrusted by both the British and the

Americans. The former took steps to break up their

mission and bring the inhabitants to Detroit as pris-

oners. It was a sad blow to the peaceful Christians

to be forced to leave their homes and ungathered

crops, and, in along journey through -a pathless wil-

derness, suffer indignity, cruelty and untold hard-

ships. The following spring (KX'-J) a portion of them

obtained permission to return to harvest their corn.

Arriving there, a terrible fate soon befell them. A
detachment of Americans came among them, and.

seizing a favorable opportunity, rushed upon the

defenceless Indians and slaughtered them in cold

blood. The details of the massacre are sickening and

horrible— it being one of the most unprovoked, cruel

and bloody deeds in the annals of border warfare.

Those that had remained at Detroit sought a home

in Canada, but. after staying a few years among the

Chipp9Wa»f
their hearts yearned for their old home on

the Tuscarawas, and. in KS<». they started on their

return.

Reaching a paint on the Cuyahoga, about ten miles

from Cleveland (in Independence township), they re-

ceived intelligence that made them shrink from going

further. After remaining here for about a \ear, they

removed Westward, and. in ITS?, made a settlement

on the Fire-lands mi the Huron river, about two miles

north of Milan, in Erie county. Put tin- country was

still the seeiie of war and hlood-hcd. and. after re-

maining the or -i\ years, they abandoned their settle-

ment, and again sought refuge in Canada, where the)"

founded a settlement on the river Thames.

In K'.'T. eongn>s. mindful of their past wrung*,

made grants to them of their old lands on the Tus- I

Camwas; a portion of them returned, and the mission-

aries continued their labors. Put the contact of the
]

whites interfered with their success, and some of them
returned to Canada, and others, among them Charles

Dencke, came to the Huron river and re-established

the minion. This was in 1S04, and they remained

about rive years, until the Fire-lands, having been sur-

veyed, the white settler began to claim the lands pur-

chased from the Indians by the treaty of Fort Industry,

and they, the missionaries and their Indian adherents,

returned to Canada.

The mission village was called Pe<ptotting. or Pay-

nothing, and consisted of a chapel, mission house, and

a score or more of cabins, some of which were after-

ward used by the white settlers. Here, as elsewhere,

the missionaries taught the Indians not only religion

but the rudiments of education, and. to a certain ex-

tent, were successful in inducing them to get their

food by cultivating the soil instead of by the chase, to

live in cabins, and to leave off their paint and feathers

ami clothe themselves in more civilized garb.

Their missionary. Charles Frederick Dencke, was

born in Iceland, his father being a missionary to that

country. Tradition states that he had a library which

filled a space of not less than ten feet in length by

six feet in height, and occupying nearly one side of

his log-cabin at Permitting. Surely, the man who
would take the pains to transjiort these books from

place to place under so many difficulties, could not

have been an ignorant or uncultivated man.

It is stated that David Zeisberger was here during

their first stay. For an account of this celebrated

missionary, ami his co-laborers, Heckewclder, Post

and others, it is only necessary to refer the reader to

any authentic history of Ohio. They wen- not the

heroes of battles, nor winners of renown in the noisy

strife of civic triumph. They eared not for the a]>-

plause of men, but in a humble way, in an obscure

field, in years of lonely wandering, with a strong faith

that sustained them in many a trying hour, they

sought out the rude savage of the forest, and did what

they could to civilize and elevate him. Is it not best

that history spares them a page, and fame keep their

names alive?

CHAPTER A.

EARLS' SETTLEMENT.

THE survey of the Fire-land- having been completed

in Ijsos, and the Indian title hav ing been extinguished,

many people in the old Connecticut began to think of

emigrating to the new. The nanu s of the earlier set-

tlers, and the dates of their arrival, are given with

more or less fullness in the histories of the different

townships. In some instances, it is difficult to obtain

accurate informal ion, not only because of the vague-

ness <»f memory, and the imperfections of records, but

because it is somewhat difficult at this period to dis-

tinguish between the Itotia-fulv settler ami the mere

squatter. Tin- latter class were usually first upon the
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ground. It was rarely difficult to secure tlieir removal

when desired. Civilized soeietv and tegular labor were

an aversion to thciii. They hived the excitement of

the t liase ami the independence <»f forest life, ami the

advent of cultivated Held- was in general the signal

for their disappearance. Here ami there one remained,

living in a hand-to-mouth way. doing odd jobs of chop-

ping, planting or husking for himself or others, hut

always preferring to hunt or fish, ami in habits, ta-tes

and character being an intermediate link between the

Indian and the white man. Doubtless some of this

clttBS are often put down us regular settlers, though the

classification of rights was not 'made until November

it. 1808.

The following carefully prepared table shows the

date of settlement of the different township*:

nrnoK county.

Nonrulk IKM) i Fairfleld WW
Uiut- imi Norwich 1M«
Kew Harm 1S1I

j
Wakemaa WW

Towu-t-nd isil t'lark»fl.-l>l 1*17

RHlgvfirld WIS Orrenwich WIT
Shrrtnau 1*13 Mnrtluml 1*17

Bronson 1*1 1 KU-hmtmd 1*36
WIS Hi|.ley !<W
WIS

Nrw
Prru

ERIE COI-XTY.

Huron. l*n Milan 1M|»
Wrmillion V*« Mawnrtln .. WW
Daubury (Ottawa C.mntyl l*"» Oxford 1*10

Portland !*•«• Floi»nw Wll
Oroton ... ink* HirmtaKuam WIS
Bvrlin . . 1*1" Kuggl.-* i Ashland County i. 1*3:1

It will be seen that the first settlement* were made

in Erie county. Indeed, some of these townships were

settled and cleared up while much of the south part

of Huron county was yet an almost unbroken wilder-

ness. The number of inhabitants in Milan township,

at the outbreak of the war of 1812, is stated by Mr.

Fowler to have been two hundred ami twenty-five.

It will already have been noticed that a large ma-

jority of the settlers of the Fire-lands, like those of

other part- of the Western Reserve, were of Conuecti-

c.it birth. This gave for main veal* a Bxed and

homogeneous character to the population, ami. though

the old stock has given way to younger generations,

the old traits of character remain -to a great extent

unchanged. i-^

Here, then, in 1809, or tvventy-cigliT vearj^after the

burning of. New Loudon, and thirty-tlm-i^vears after

the incursion to Danbury, the sufferers couhM>cgiti to

see the end, ami to avail 'la inselvi - to some extent of

the long-sought relief. Hut the proportion^ the 'origi-

nal loser.* ami sufferer*, finally benefited, was small.

Death had thinned their ranks, another generation was

taking their place, and, of those -till living, many of

them with hearts sickened by long-deferred hope, and

despairing of ever receiving anything, or. compelled by

the -tress of poverty, had sold tlieir right* for a pit-

tance. Others, vainly striving to raise the tnoncy to

pay the taxes levied to meet the expenses of purchasing

the land of the Indians and .surveying if. were unable

to do eo, and their right- -old. At best, of those who

irere aMe to retain their intercuts, but few would care

to remove to a distant wildcrm ->s. and so. m one way

ami another, much of the smaller interests were ab-

sorbed by the larger, and if not, most of the Fire-land*

passed into the hands of comparatively a few indi-

viduals, who hail the means to profit by the necessities

of those less favored by fortune. Indeed, there is but

little doubt but that, previous to the passage of the

grant, many of the rights had Urn knight up on

speculation for trilling sums. It is certain that up to

that time immigrants were rapidly arriving. The war

of 1812 checked for a temporary jieriod the influx of

settlers. In fact, many of them abandoned their im-

provements ami fled to a place of safety, some of them
never returning.

It would be a difficult task to picture, to the mind
of the render living in an age of railroads ami tele-

graphs, the difficulties ami hardships attending a jour-

ney from Connecticut to Ohio in the early part of the

present century. A distance that is now traversed in

twenty-four hours, required, then, a journey of weary

weeks and months. Their was no mean* of instanta-

neous communication: even the turnpike ami stage

coach were thought of only as among the possibilities

of the future. Indeed, at this present time, one can

traverse the globe, not only with greater comfort and

safety, but consume but a little more time than was

then neee.*.*ary to travel from Connecticut to the Fire-

lands. The boat poled up the Mohawk: the skiff

rowed along the shores of Like Erie, scarce daring to

venture on its treacherous waters; the wagon drawn
by the slow ploddingnxen through pathless forests, ami

fording, as best they could, the bridgeless stream*.

—

these were the means of communication between the

cast and the west in those days. Nor dw they, upon
their arrival, find anything prepared for their comfort

or their safety. Their lot is cast in the w ilderness, and
toil, danger and privation must Ik? tlieir pirtion for

many years to come. The wild I least is yet in the for-

est, and the Indian still lingers on his old hunting

ground, generally peaceable, indeed, but at times

spreading consternation along the border, and at best

an object of suspicion and distrust. Many a night is

passed in terror^many a day in weary suspense. Stout

hearts grow wt^Tand not a few seek safety in removal

or Right. XSwonder, then, that among the pioneers

of the Frf-lands were found so many nun of strong

franie-.Jrobust health and indomitable will. The
Bttpe'only could stand the journey and the subsequent

lifi-—the weak and puny must remain behind.

The damp woods and marshes were full of malari-

ous poisons, and the strongest were not proof against

insidious fevers which sapped their strength and laid

them low on bed- of pain and death.

Did they never repine, and mourn for their old

homes and association* so far away, ami curse the evil

hour they wen- induced to leave them? It would be

strange if there were not those among them that did

so. Mat time was little time for the settler to spend

in vain regrets. He must work yr -tune. His long

journey from the east accomplished, he found himself
too late to raise any crops the first year. For his food
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he must dcjicnd <>n what lie had brought with him.

what he could purchase of Ilia neighbors, ami last, hut

by no means least, what lit- could kill with hi> ritle.

He must build a cabin for the shelter of himself ami

his family, inclosure* to protect his stock from the

wolf ami the hear; then, for years, with an experience

only varied by a little planting and caring for crops,

an occasional trip to the distant store or mill, year in

and vearout. he must labor with hi* axe, filling the trees

which covered the land, one by one ; splitting some

into rails to fence his crops, but generally rolling them

together and burning. It is worth while to describe

his house-building, farming operations and mode of

life more in detail.

(HAI'TKK XI.

PIONEER TIMEh

A i>ks< itirnoN <>f a pioneer log-cabin and of the

pioneer home-life, may not be without its interest to

the reader of the present day.

The location of the cabin decided Upon, tin- space

cleared away, and suitable timber having been selected,

felled, partially hewn, and cut into proper length*, it

remained to "raise" the cabin. Word having been

given out. the settlers for miles around gathered to

their new neighbor'* clearing, glad to lend a helping

hand. A man of cx|ierience in such matters was

selected as captain or leader: other exjK'rt men. axe in

hand, were jiosted at the corner- to cut saddles or

notchea in the logs that they might lie more firmly

and closer together, the end* of the logs often over-

tapping ami projecting for a foot or more. The logs

having been previously drawn to a convenient nearness

by oxen, to the major part of the company w as assigned

the duty of conveying the logs to the intended struc-

ture ; sometime* the combined strength of the party

sufficed to lift them up and carry them, but oftener

skid* and handspikes were called into use: in either

case the work was done with a will scarce needing the

energetic tones ami sharp commands constantly used

by the leader. Accident- were not uncommon; severe

strains often resulted from one man trying to out-do

another, while sometimes a log slipped or fell, striking

a man down in its descent, and breaking hi* leg or

arm. The log-carriers were sometimes divided into

squads, or parties, each having a particular end to keep

up. and the resulting rivalry made the task a short

one. tin- building being rarely out a single story in

bright. Tin- cabin fairly raised, and the roof pole* put

in position, the remaining work of finishing the cabin

could be performing inore leisurely without the help of

so many hand-. The whisky to which they had re-

sorted for refreshment during their labor* was drank

more freely than ever, and its stimulating effect began

to he visible on many of the company, (^tiiet men
_'n u loud and tMifoterou*: modest men boastful amlar-

roganl : peaceful, orderly men became quarrelsome

and vindictive, and instances occurred where the pleas-

ant party of the early day ended in a genera) row; but

it is simple justice to the early settler to say that

the evil effects of whisky drinking were much more

|

rarely seen than might In- imagined, considering that

to drink freely was the custom of the times, and such

a thing a< total abstinence almost unheard of. The
stimulus wa* rarely so potent as to lead them into

other excesses than rough sports and games and rivalry

in feats of strength ami agility.

The roof was made by laying small log* or sapling*,

the tamarack lieiug often used, which wen- placed

lengthwise. These formed a support for the shingles

or •• -hake*." as they were often called. These were

much longer than the shingle* of later years. ,u,d,

when laid, about three feet was excised to the

weather. They were generally rived or split out of

straight-grained, full-grown white-oak trees. Nails

being then almost unknown, and those few forged by

hand, their use was out of the question, and the

shingles were secured by lay ing jniIc* or logs to keep

them in position. The chimney wa- often composed

of "cats and clay." the cats in question not Ix'ing the

familiar household tabby , but small stick* split to a

regular size. The lm*e was formed of stone, often

undressed bowlders, and on this superstructure the

i
chimney wa* built, generally outside, and at the end

of the cabin, the cat- forming it frame work which

Was heavily daubed and plastered with clay. As for

openings, the ditor Usually was rived planks, unless

the neighborhood was the happy possessor of a

••thunder-gust" saw-mill. The hinges and hitches

were made of wood. Glass was a luxury rarely met

with. Sometime- greased paper served as a substi-

tute, and the window* were small, the usually open

door being another medium for the adtni— ion of light.

Often, for months, the ground served for a floor, but.

after a time, hoards or "puncheons" were split out

for that purpose; they were hewed a little, conse-

I (lUeinh they wen never very smooth, often quite

shaky. Holes were bored iu the logs ami pegs driven

in. on which to hang the various article* id' wearing

apparel alid household use—a place to hang the rifle

not being forgotten. These pegs served as a auppoil

for shelves and even for beds. Hut regular bedstead*,

cheap and common enough looking these day*, were

soon introduced, many settlers bringing them with

them from Connecticut, and. for the children,

" trundle-bed* " were in common use. The cabin

generally consisted of but a -ingle room. In the

warmer months much of the work of cooking, wash-

ing, etc. was performed outside, under the friendly

shade of some convenient tree. At other times the

one room served the purpose of kitchen, dining-room,

parlor, closet and bed-room combined. The larger

|

hoys generally slept in the garret, access being had by

a Rigid of rude stairs or a balder: ami in the winter

season the snow often found its way between the

loosely placed shingle*, so that iu going to bed they

••made tracks" with alacrity. \li«h- hem-Ins. bug
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enough to seat two <»r three persons, made of planks

split ami shaved, served us chairs. In the plunk,

holes were bored and stieks inserted, to serve as legs

or supports. Household utensils wen- us -canty as

the furniture, a single pot or skillet often having to

do duty many times over in preparing u meal. Tin-

ware was Krarce and dear, stoves of course unknown,

and as for saving fuel, that was of hut little moment,

the huge tire-plaees admitting u stick us long and us

heavy aa 0 man would care to cam.
The tire on the hearth is one of the plea-ant memo,

rics of early days: on u winter's evening, with familiar

facta groii|>ed around, the scene is most inviting. Is

the sacrifice of old comforts to modern plans always

without lo-s? The bright light of the Mazing logs

often rendered candles or lamps unnecessary, and the

tire being easily kept up and rarely suffered to die out

for months together, the modem invention of matches,

now indispensable, was more easily gut along without.

Clocks were the luxury of the few. but were a few

years later introduced and sold at high prices by ped-

dlers, the housewife noting the hours by the sunlight

streaming through the <ipen door or window and cast-

ing a shadow of the wall upon the floor.

The food of the settler was ••johnny-cake" and mush,

or bread of coarsely-ground Hour or meal. Milk was

freely used, butter often dispensed with and rarely of

the Inst quality, and cheese unknown. I'ork and

venison were alwavs at hand: wild turkey, squirrel and

other game easy to obtain. Sugar from the maple was

frequently to be hud. and tea and coffee were often

replaced by decoctions of sassafras, spice-bush and

parched corn. As fur food, the variety and manner of

cooking were quite tolerable to those settlers fortunate

in having u good start and a little money, otherwise

i hey often suffered for necessaries, and being put on

short rations was not an uncommon experience.

In respect to clothing, the contrast with the present

time was more noticeable. Deerskin was largely used

for men's clothing. It would wear u long time, but its

adaptability was sadly lessened by the rase w ith w hich it

would absorb water. A man getting a pair of deerskin

trousers thoroughly wet would soon find them length-

ened ami dangling at his heels so as to seriously

interfere with locomotion, and. after bunging them up

to dry at night, would, on the following morning, rind

them almost as stiff as if made of ca-t iron.

The loom and spinning wheel were found in every

household, and the women, beside- making and knit-

ting yam. made cloth of flax and wool, often com-

bining the different materials into a coarse fabric

known as linsey-woolsey. The barks of trees fur-

nished coloring matter, and the making of the gar-

ments was completed without calling into requisition

any greater skill than the household afforded. Bill

these •'home manufacturer-" could not '•compete"

with the " pauper labor" of New England: and first

came the calicoes and brown muslin-, dear at first,

doubly so from cost of transportation, handling, and

especially from the scarcity, but wry noon so cheap no

one Could afford to invest money to make them. Not

long afterwards satinets and jeans were introduced for

men's wear, and very soon the loom had no further

' place in the household, and the spinning wheel was

soon afterward laid aside. More recently the sewing

;
machine. ttooks of patterns, and ready-made boots, hats

and clothing have come into general use.—the latter

commodity no longer content with becoming the ap-

parel of men, hut of women also.

The settler provided w ith shelter, the work of clear-

ing, grubbing and burning away the forest ami inclos-

ing hi- fields must l>c commenced. This is to be his

main vocation, especially in the winter season, for long

years to come. He must rise early and work late, nor

is the Inlior itself easy or inviting. As timber and

wood have no marketable value, they are sintplv an

incumbrance to be got rid of: occasionally, however, a

;
tine tree is saved for rails or other use. The manner

of clearing, too, is different from that of la tyr years.

A shorter, less laborious method must be adopted

—

the lalHir of felling the trees is often avoided by •• gird-

ling" or "deadening" them. The ascent of the sap

being arrested by cutting notches entirely around the

trunk, the tree die-, and the trunk becomes dry and

i- burned in much less time than if it was felled in the

first instance and allowed to lie on the damp ground:

and beside-, after a time many of the trunks are blown

over, and the labor of chopping them down avoided.

Some fives, the beech and maple for instance. In-gin to

topple and fall after the third year.

Grain and other crops were often raised in the

girdling. After a time the number of fallen trunks

interferes with cultivation, and selecting a dry time,

they are set fire to. This burning is systematicnlly

i done: a hundred tires ure set. and the Woods.and skies

are soon darkened by the -moke. To watch and tend

the fires, to cut down an occasional "stub" which is

left standing, is the work of the settler, which is pro-

longed far into the night, w hen the bright flame- light

j

up the surrounding forests, and make a scene of beauty

j

upon which he love- to linger and look. In order to

facilitate the burning of the larger logs, fires are set

at different points so as to burn them in two. In

-otne places this is called •' niggering." When the

work is sufficiently advanced, tin- settler invites his

neighlMirs. who turn out with the some alacrity and

willingness they would to a raising. With long hand-

i spikes, the burning logs arc rolled together into great

heaps. Working in the smoke, treading on hot ashes

and embers, facing blazing tires, and at the same time

exerting all the strength they possess, the task is no

light or easy one: but the work is done with a will, and u

;

hearty "'now all together" that shows them in earnest.

Tli.- task accomplished, the scene is often changed

into merry-making: a hearty sup]icr is prepared, and

liquid refreshments ure not wanting. Though the

wood or timber has no marketable value, the ashes

are scraped up and placed in rude conical boxes, flaring

al the top. and made of stave-. Water is poured in

ut the top, und. leaching through, the lye thus formed
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is carefully saved, and after boiling in huge iron pots

forms "black r-ult<. from which potash is made. It

was sohl in the form of l.laek salts, which had

the important quality of considerable value iu so
,

little weight or bulk that it con Id be transported

to the distant eastern markets. The sale of this pro-

duet was, one of the few resources which the early

settler had to obtain money. The soil of the field

thus burned oil was. it is unnecessary to say, of great

fertility, and enormous crops were often raised. Hut

plowing and caring for crops was hard work among
the roots, stones and stumps; tools and implements

were ruddy fashioned and ini|ierfect. It was the days
'

of reaping hooks and hand rakes; and the grain,

slowly gathered, was taken to the barn, and the work.

I

of pounding it out with flails remains to Ik* done.

Nor was the work of Converting into flour less formid-

able. At first, a |>estleaiid mortar were used, worked

by hand with a spring-pole, but the pioneers of the

Fire-lands had but littlecxpericncc of this kind. With

a bag of grain upon his horse, the settler would go

ten. twenty, yes. forty miles through the lonely wood*

to the nearest mill—a rude affair of small capacity—-

and return after an absence of three or four days con-

sumed in the slow traveling of the times, and in

waiting for his turn, and in a few weeks' time he

would have to make another trip No wonder then

that the establishment of a mill in a settlement was

hailed as a godsend.

Bountiful crops did not always reward the husband-

man. The raccoon, the .squirrel and the woodehuck

were Miinetimes of the opinion that the growing corn

was their private property. Traps must Ik? set. and

hunts organized to catch them and put a stop to their

depredations, and high and stout femes must Ik- built

to keep out larger animals, hogs, cattle and deer.

The care of live stock was no small matter, sheep

had to Ik- |H-nncd every night to keep them from the

wolves, and every once in a while a bear would carry

off a pig iu broad daylight. Full grow n cattle ranged

the woods with but little fear from attack by wild ani-

mals. They were generally provided with k-lls. so

that they could be the mote easily found tit night.

Hut the forest-covered country furnished but little

|WStUrage. In cold weather the slender supply of hay

and cornstalks was soon exhausted, and the cattle,

gaunt as skeletons, were turned into the woods to

browse among the underbrush and tree-tops of the

clearings, and in the spring and summer were often

poisoned by eating noxious herbs and shrubs. That

terrible mysterious scourge, niilk-sickness, sometimes

made its apjiearaiicc. and brought suffering and death

into the settler's cabins. Malarious diseases were more

prevalent than now . The damp woods and fresh-turned

fields wi re full of fever jHiisoiis. Skilled physicians

were few and often many miles away. Rut the lot of

the pioneer was not altogether lonely and cheerless.

Companionship was not wanting: other settlers soon

arrived, and they assisted one another in their toils

with light heart-' ami merry rivalry. The raising of a
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cabin, the opening of a road, the log-rolling ami burn-

ing, and -the husking-bec. were the signal for all to

gather together ami turn the hardest tasks into sport,

while the coon-hunt, the election ami the training day

were not forgotten. Nor was the rustic dance neg-

lected. On the rude floors of the cabins, the pioneer

youth and his sweet-heart, clad not in broadcloth or iu

silks, but in half tanned deer-skin or coarse homespun,

ranged themselves, bright and expectant, for the lively

notes of the violin. A few tallow candles lent a dun

and glimmering light, but the bright cheeks of the

maidens did not need the shade : the color would lteur

the strongest light. The dance begins, and the cares

of field and kitchen are soon forgotten. Soft eves

met loving glances, and the hours sped away as if on

golden wings.

CHARTER XII.

CIVIL HISTORY.

TttrXHfLL county was established by the territorial

government. December fi. lsim. It included the

whole of the Western Reserve. Prior to that time, so

much of the Reserve as lay east of the Cuyahoga, the

Portage path and the Tuscarawas river, was included

iu Washington county, which was established July 20,

1788. Eight years later. August 15, 1796, that part

of the Reserve lying West of said line was constituted

a part of Wayne County.

Geauga county was erected by an act of the legisla-

ture passed December SI, isn."». by which and subse-

quent acts it is supposed that a part of the Fire-lands

was included in its limits.

Portage county was formed from Trumbull county,

February 10. 1807, and thai portion of the Reserve

lying we-t of the Cuyahoga river and south of town-

ship number five was attached to Portage county for

judicial purposes.

Huron county was created by the act of February

7. lx<i<». ami included all of the Fire-lands, to be

organized when the legislature should deem proper;

but. for the time, to remain as it then was. attached

to Portage ami (Jeauga for judicial purposes. By the

same act. Almoi) Huggles was unpointed recorder of

Huron county , and to continue such until the county

organization should be perfected: and the recorders of

(Jeauga and Trumbull counties were to deliver to him

all books and record- relating to the county of Huron.

CuvaltOga fOUUty Was organized January IU, 1810,

and Huron county attached toil for judicial purposes.

Jaunary23, 1811, the limits of Huron county were

enlarged, the ea»t line lacing moved ea-tward SO as to

include a considerable [Mali of what is now Lorain

COUUtV, the boundary being changed so as to extend

from the northeast n>rner of town four of the twenti-

eth range to the MHItltwcsl Corner of town five of the

sixteenth range, thence north to the northwest corner

of town six in the sixteenth range, thence west to the
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middle of Black river, awl thence, following that

stream, to Like Erie. The Ohio legislature, by a

resolution adopted on the 29th of .January. 1811,

appointed Ephruim Quiuby of Trumbull, Joseph

Clark of Geauga, ami Solomon Griswold of Ashtabula

county, as commissioners to locate a county seat.

They selected a site on the farm of David Abbott, in

the township of Avery, ami near the present village of

Milan.

On January 31, 1811. an act was passed further or-

ganizing Huron county, but the war with England

prevented it from being Carried out. until January 31,

1815. The tir»t court of common pleas was held at

the county seat, in Avery township, (now Milan.)

George Tod. presiding judge, and Jabcz Wright. Ste-

phen Meeker and Joseph Strong, associates. Com-
plaint having beeil made that the location of the

count V seat was unsuitable, the legislature was induced,

on the 2<>th day of January. 1818, to appoint Abra-

ham Tappau, of Geauga, William Wctmore. of Port-

age, and Elias Lee. of Cuyahoga county, a- commis-

sioners to view the present seat of justice of Huron

county, ami to investigate the claims of other localities,

ami if they should consider that the interests of the

t
county require it. were authorized to remove it to such

a place as in their judgment might Ik- more suitable.

The proprietors of Norwalk were much interested

in securing a report in favor of their infant village,

ami were not. it is to be presumed, backward in pre-

senting its claims, which they did with so much suc-

cess that the commissioners decided iu their favor and

removed the county seat thither.

The first meeting of the commissioners of Huron
county was held at the county .-eat. in Avery, on

AugtUt 1. 1815. at the house of David Abbott. The
commis-ioners were Caleb Palmer. Charles Parker

and Eli S. Barnum ; Ichabotl Marshall was appointed

clerk pro tew. Abijah Coinstock was api>ointcd county

treasurer.

Among the township* set off were the following:

Vermillion, to comprise the whole of the twentieth

range, together with all that tract of country heioug-

ing to Huron county, cast of the twentieth range.

Greenfield, to compri-c townships mini hers two and

three in the twenty-Ant, twentv-econd. twenty-third

and twenty-fourth range*.

New Haven, to comprise township* number one,

in the twenty-first, twenty-second, twenty-third and

twenty-fourth ranges.

The commissioners decided at this meeting that the

bounty for killing wolves in the county of Huron to lie

paid by said county shall lie: For each wolf scalp more

than six month- old, two dollars: for each wolf scalp

less than six month- old, one dollar. They also

Ordered that the building at the county -eat which

hitherto hail been occupied a- a school lmu-e. should,

for the future, be u-ed for a court hon-eatid gaol until

other arrangements could be made.

The second hoard of commissioner- consisted of

Nathan Cummin-, for one year: Frederick Killlev. for

two years; and Bildad Adams, for three years; the

length of service being determined by lot. and ap-

pointed Frederick Falley as their clerk. The meeting

was held at the house of Da\ id Abbott. Es<j.. at the

county seat, on the first Monday of Dec-ember. 1*15.

The following townships were ordered set off: Ridge-

field, comprising the townships of Kidgetield. Lyme,
the south half of Oxford, together with the township

of Sherman: Bloomiugville, comprising Perkins and

fractions between that and Sandusky Bay and the

north half of Oxford; Margaretta, comprising Patter-

son, the fraction between that and Sandusky Bay,

Danbury and the island in the buy and lake.

At this meeting committees were appointed to lay

out ten different roads, and Lyman Farwell was ap-

pointed collector of county taxes and levies for the

year 1816, and Abijah Comstoek was appointed treas-

urer and gave bond for three thousand dollars, with

David Abbott and John Hack as sureties. June 8,

181 1», the t it*usurer's report was submit led : Total re-

ceipts for the year, two thousand six hundred and

fifty-three dollars, and eleven cents; total expenditures,

one thousand eight hundred and forty-three dollars and

;

ninety-live cents: balance in the treasury, eight hun-

dred ami thirteen dollars and sixteen cents.

The order of notice for proposals to be received for

building a court house and gaol is iu the following

words: •* Notice is hereby given that proposal- will he

received for the building of u brick court house and a

gaol by the commissioners of the county of Huron at

the next court of common picas to be holden iu and

for the county of Huron on the thin! Tuesday of

October next of -aid court, at which time ami place a

plan of said buildings will be exhibited, and time

made known for the completion of the same. Fred-

erick Falley. EU-nezer Merry. Bildad Adams, commis-
sioners. Attest: David Abbott. Clerk." The com-
missioners ordered that the notice lie inserted in a
paper published at Columbus, and in the Trump of
Fniue. for three weeks previous to the time of receiv-

ing proposals, and also that notice be given iu four

public places by advertisements.

February s. 1 s 1 ; . the township of Daubiiry was set

off from Margaretta (to include the islands), and
Bronson and Norwalk were -ct off from Huron, under

the name of Norwalk.

Township five iu the twentieth range was sel off

from Vermillion, to be called Florence. Town-hips

one. two. three, four and five, in t wenty-tiisl range,

were set off. under the name of Eldridgc. April 3,

1817,

The building of the court house and jail heiug put

up at auction. Eliciiezer Mem was the lowest bid-

der—seven hundred dollars for erecting the frame of

the court house and jail and the underpinning for the

same.

April 23. 181T. Merry contracted to furnish fifteen

thou-and feet of boards, for Htlishillg the court house,

at twelve dollar- per thousand.
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June a, 1M7.-ABi.ua CuaeToc*. Treasurer, Db.

•lex $I.S»N
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To county tax

To permits and liceiutea —
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To onlrr on Cuyahoga county.

To DTller OB auditor for three per cent.

(a
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For per

$a,i«5 «
H7 HI

Til. i«t:

to the county on settlement |UM 43

September 11. 1 Ml i». it was ordered thitt tin- name

of Wheatsboroiigh Ik- changed to Lyme. February

1«. lS-^'o. the commissioners ordered that then- should

be no inon* Indian*' accounts audited.

.linn-. tin- wolf iMiii nty was fixed at one dollar

and fifty cents for each wolf over six months old. and

seventy-rive cents for those under that age.

August li, 1 sis;, it was ordered by the commissioners

that notice l*> given that the commissioner! will, on

the first Monday of December following, receive pro-

posal* for a court house, forty by thirty feet, and a jail:

ami on the 7th of December following, the commis-

sioners purchased a building of David Underbill it Co.

for a court house, for the sum of eight hundred and

forty-eight dollars.

March i. 1*1!>, the commissioner.- contracted with

Piatt Benedict to build a jail, twenty-four by forty-six

feet, two stories high, for* the sum of one thousand

two hundred and seventy-five dollars.

The first term of court was held at the old county

seat, in October. 1K1"». the first recorded cause being

an action by John Jameg against Anthony Doyle for

assault and battery—Samuel Mott, attorney for plain-

tiff, Elisha Whittleeey for defendant. The cause was

discontinued liefore being brought to a trial.

The first letters of administration were issued to

Nathan Wood, on the estate of Robert Harltcrson,

deceased, late of WheatslMiroiigh (Lyme) township.

The inventory of the g Is and chattels gives, among

other items:

1 black cow •**"»

I ml cow I
1
* 00

1 pair steer. ... » «*

igmt "»
1 lance iron kettle « 00

1 set plow iron* » <•••

1 iron we<lj:e I *'

1 axe * W
1 scythe and snath 1

In the year ls:!0 a tax or license was charged

against lawyers and physicians from one dollar to

three dollars each. Total amount, eighty-three dol-

lars. The followin

Iuwyem-4 —Ehene/er Andrew*. Milan, I* S. Beecher. Cortland; Elm
theros CWk, RUKetleM. Win. H. Hunter. Portland; 1>nviil Hiicicius. Nor

walk; Philip K Hopkin«. Milan: Francis Kenyon. Milan: Picket Lati

mer. Norwalk; Elwnejer Lane, Norwalk; Francis D Parish, Portland:

TUjwI B Sturites. Norwalk: John Wheeler. Portland; James Williams.

Norwalk.

Phv*ku,v» 'ieo Anderson, Portland. A. H Brown. New Haven;

Geo. U Baker. Florence. S. B. Carpenter. Oxford; H M i lark. Wake-

nisn ; Cyrus Cole, KidKetleld: Thos Davis. Portland . I.yinnti Fay, Milan;

l>r Frlni'le, New Haven: I T oillwrt. New Haven. Ann B Harrl»,

Milan lunia A Jenniuic*. New Haven. Win. F Kittredite, Norwalk:

Win M. Ladd fireenwich; Philip R. Met Yea. Milan: Harvey Mauley.

Clarkaneld : Richard A Mortoa. flreenwlck; Wm W Nuic-nt. Portland

Lemuel Powers. New Haven: Hugh T. Prouty

i; Samuel Stevens. Lyme; Charles

'naurn Van Benschoter.

Lyme; Daniel Til

In 1*40 the following lawyers were taxed. They
wen located at Norwalk. unless otherwise specified:

I.awtirs —J J Ackertuan. John Beardidey. C L. Boalt. David Hbr-
gtns. Jr.. Jalrus Keiinan, ('. L. Latimer. Noah Newton. J R. Oshoni, W.
llcree. Joseph M. Root, Ezra M. Stone. T B Stunres, C. B Squire*.

Jaroes Wllllaiiia. S. T Worcester, John Wbltbeck; J W. Wilson, of

Herewith is given a list of the names on the tax

duplicate for the year 1S15. The book containing

them is now on tile at the county auditor's office in

Norwalk, ami consists of a single sheet of foolscap

folded so as to make sixteen pages. It has no cover,

and is yellow with age. The amount of tax levied to

each person is given, but is here omitted—the total

amount levied Is-ing one bundml and ninety-two dol-

lars and forty cents; the largest amount charged to a

single individual being six dollars and forty cents,—to

David Ablnitt. The spelling is that of the record:

TAX BILL FOR THE < OIXTY OF HI' ROX IX THE YEAR
lKlo.

Whbatkboboioh.— Blhtad Adams. Joseph Albee. Kptn. A.latns. Seth

Brown. Sumner Bacon. Mathew Benard. John Barney. Charles Blanch-

ard. John Baker, Henry Barney. Elijah Bratou. Hiram Rlackman, Ste-

phen Blackmore, Charles Butler, William Bole. Oasper Clutter. Doiural

Campbell, Samuel Chena, Nathan Cummins, Stephen frlppin. Thomas
Cook. Josiah Curtis. Luther Coe, Christopher Cooper, .James R Cowen,
Thomas Curren. Israel Ooolldjce. Henry Cole. BenJ. Drake, Phinehas

Url Dixon. John Dilllmrham. Peter Dunham. John Evens,

John Fay,

Job

Frnruson, John Fleminic. Eli Ford. James Forsyth,

Ollbert. Jacob Ooodrtch. Anslow Outbrte. Seth Her-
Ell Hunt. John Hnrldaon. John Inachu, J. Moses

Inscho. John Jackson. Alexis Jackson. Thomas Jaiiu-a,

John James. Samuel Knap. Martin M, Kelloirg. Ezra t-ee. Sanders Lit.

tiefield. Cyrus W. Marsh. Harlow Marth r. William McKelvey, Israel

Markham. James Mclnt^re. Thomas Morris, cbis. May. James More-
craft..lames Mcf'ord. Samuel Mejrill.Adam Myers. Timothy Olds. Stephen
Palmer. Daniel Pratt. Caleb Palmer. David Powers. Isaac Powers. I'niel

Putnam. John Paxton. Dan. Putnam. Samuel Pcttimrale, Andres Parker,

Andre* Parker.Jr . Daniel Pa^re. (Ireen Parker, IS llliam Richey. Richard

Richards, Ramsdale on the P. ' Peninsula ?). Ebenexer Ransom. Hanson
Reed. John RoIhtIs, Samuel Rice. Oeonre Roberts. John Rower. F.rnstiis

Smith, Samuel Spencer. Oasper Smith. Mathew Smith, Danl Sherman,
Mre«-s Sutton Moses Sutton. Jr.. Levi Sutton. Andrew Stull. Francis

Strong*. Zadoe Str..n«. Sanfonl Selvey. Jeneph Strong. Reuben Skinner,

Samuel Spry, Dorastus P Snow. Philip Sutton. Jonathan Spraitue. Jona.

Sprajfiie. Senr . Willard Sprnxue. Niuhan Shlpjiy. .lunr . M.wea Tliorp,

Tulleronthe P. IPeninsula M. James Wilson. Thomas W'ebb, Michael

Widner. Leonanl Widner. Moees Wilaon, Jasper Won.1. Nathan Wood.
Wolcott on the P.. (Peninsula th William York.

Hi box Towsship. Isaac Allen. David Abbott. Daniel Butler, estate of

David Barrltl, Richard Haicley. Axariab BeeU-. tieorire Calvin. Levi D.

Chapman. Daniel Curtis. Syrenus Campbell. Ablj-

Conaway, Jeremiah Daniels. John Dickson, John B 1

Fox. Lyman Fay. Lyman Farwell, Amlerson Hubbard. Abljah Hewet,

i;.-orge(iil,--. Eli H> Idsinl. John Hook. Luther Harvey. William Howard.
Thomas Jeffery, Elijah Kinney, Matioak Kinney. Orw-mus KpIIokX. John
Lauichlin. Samuel Lewis. John Montgomery, Jacob Mlnjrur, (Himer

Merry. Moody Mears. Fbene/er Merry. Conielia Mason, Aaron Noble,

HenJ Newcomb. Moses < >lnt*led, Winslow Perry', Cliarles Parker. Reiilien

Ptxley. John Bubal IB, Richmond Rh.sles, Hiram Rus».-ll. David Smith.

Josiah Smith. Tinker K. Smith. Asa Smltb. Thomas Starr. Jonathan
Spragaie. Chester Smith. I'hineas Tillotson. John Tbompson, Kneebtnd

Townsend, Joseph Vanorman. Henry Vanwonnar, Jerr.'.l Ward. Jabez

Wright
Vkmhiujon Township -William Austin. John Austin, John Brooks,

Uporp? Brooks, Ira Blackmail. Joseph Brooks, Jonathan Brooks. Daniel

Barton. John Beardsley. Harvey BIU^. Jeremlnn V Bensi otrv. I^emuel

lllackin, James Biiroiiahs, William Blackuutn. Charles Beits. Ell S.

Barnuni. Aaron C. Buck. James Ciiddeback. Peter Cuddehack, Jacob

Cumpton, Town Clark, David Krary. Itiifus Judu.n, Francis Keys,

Stephen Meeker, Joseph Parsons. Salomon Parsons. Horatio IVrry,

Almond Rnitk'les. Isaac Ran«>m, Marlin O. Shelhoiise, I^iramle Khel-

botise. Lambert Sbafer. Ezra Spraicu-. Barlow SturEes, John Sharets.

ileorice Sharets. Eno, h Smith. Isaac Tillotson. Josiah Weston.
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CHAPTER XIII.

ERIE COUNTY -ITS ERECTION AND
ORGANIZATION

The earliest indication of a division of Huron

comity, that might have been discovered by the far

seeing, was the springing up of a spirit of jealous

rivalry between Sandusky and Xorwalk. This feeling

was developed at an early day and increased steadily

up to and beyond the time when Erie county was set

off from Huron, though the main cause of its foster-

ing was removed when Sandusky became the county

«eat of Erie. There were other and more potent

forces in oj>eratioii, however, which tended toward

the division of the territory. There was a desire for

the formation of new counties in several localities,

notably in the southern part of Huron and the

northern part of Richland, where a strong movement
was on foot for the erection of a new county from the

territory of the two named, to be known as Plymouth.

This scheme was urged with considerable energy by

the people of New Haven (then a thriving village),

and of Paris (now Plymouth), between which places,

had a new county lieen set off, there would have l>een

a warm competition for the ''honors and emolu-

ments " of the county seat location. Had not Erie

been set off from the northern |>art of Huron, some

of the territory of the southern part would, in all

probability, have been set off for the erection of the

proposed county of Plymouth.

The act for the erection of Erie county was intro-

duced in the Ohio legislature in the session of 1838,

and was the subject of much argument pro and cou,

in the public punts of the territory more or less in-

terested, and through memorials.

Petitions and remonstrances, the usual recourse of

the public, were submitted to the legislature, showing

the reasons for and against the erection of the county.

The report of the standing committee of the senate

—session of 1838—on new counties, comments at

length upon these expressions of the people's will. A
brief synopsis of this report gives an exhibit of the

causes that led to the formation of Erie county. The
petitions praying for the erection of the county were

signed by twelve hundred and fifty persons, all of

whom were said to reside in the boundaries of Huron
and Sandusky counties and within the boundaries

proposed for the county of which the act under

consideration contemplated the erection. In addition

to these there was another petition containing the

names of forty-six persons, who expressed a prefer-

ence for Erie over Ottawa county. These petitions

represented that the counties of Huron and Sandusky

were larger than necessary; that they had an unusu-

ally good soil; were capable of sustainim; an unusually

dense population; contained many Nourish in:.' towns

and villages, and were living rapidly settled by an

industrious and enterprising cla«- of people. It w,\<

also represented that the judicial biisinc-* <>f Huron

COnttty required annually three terms of the court of

common picas, of from three to five weeks duration,

and that there was every prospect of an increase in

the same. The consequent delay and inconvenience

arising to suitors, and the great distance of those re-

siding on the peninsula and the islands from the seat

of justice, and the fact that a large amount of the

legal business of Huron county originated near the

lake, were among the strongest reasons urged in favor

of erecting the new county.

The remonstrances were signed by fifteen hundred

persons, "excluding the names that were found ap-

pended more than once." Of these, one thousand

and fifty were represented as residing in Sandusky

county, and four hundred ami fifty in the county of

Huron. More than four hundred and fifty of those

from Sandusky lived within the territory which it

was proposed in the bill to attach to the new county.

The reasons urged against the erection of Erie were

various, ami differed according to the location of the

remonstrants. From Sandusky it would take several

of the most fertile and densely settled townships, by

which the taxes of the people residing in other parts

of the county would be greatly increased: the seat of

justice would Ite thrown near the southeast corner of

the county, and before many years would require to

Ik- moved from its present location, causing difficul-

ties and embarrassments to the people. It was further

represented that the inhabitants of the peninsula

were compelled to cross the buy when required to

visit the (then) present seat of justice, and that by

the erection of Erie county, as proposed, they would,

though lieiug nearer the seat of justice, still lie com-

pelled to the inconvenience of crossing the bay, which

was sometimes both difficult and dangerous. Most

of the remonstrances were circulated after the bill

had passed the senate, the remonstrants alleging

that its passage caused their fi;st knowledge of the

measure.

The committee closed its report with the recom-

mendation, that as it was by no means certain that

the spirit of the act was in accordance with the

wishes of a majority of the people interested in the

erection of the new county, no action should be taken

I until there had been further consideration of the

matter.

The act, after having been sent back and forth

from the house to various committees, and being

variously reported upon, was finally passed, March

15, 1838.

As this act fully describes the county as it was

originally constituted, we print the full text. It

reads as follows:

AN ACT
To erect th" County of Erie

Sktios 1. Hr it tnuctnl »v f/i- tfrnerut Ai-emMy of the Stotr of "hto"

Thai Mich parts of the counties of Huron nn<l Sanilinikr. an arc em-

braced in the lioun'titric* hereinafter described, lie and the >%aiue are

hereby en-cted into a t»eparate nnd ilitttiriet county, which #hnl! In* know n

by the uaiuv <>f the county of Krle. ami the «-ut of JUMlce In ami f"i *al<l

county, lhall ami m hereby nxed anil oMahhuued a' s.*nd>i»k> i lly,

to wit: Betfitininic at a point »u the ea*t line of Oxford township. In the

county of Huron, one mile north of the w>iithea«t corner there.* ; I hence

. northerly on the said east line ami In the »aine direel ion. t.. I he Canada
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line; thence westerly along said Canada line, to point therein directly

opposite the west Hue of the township of Portage, In Sandusky county

;

thence southerly, parallel with the ,-u*i line of said Sandusky county to

the northwest orner of the township of Townsend. in Snudiuky county

;

thence east, to the west boundary of Huron county : thence south, on

Mid west boundary of Huron county, to n point one mile north of the

south line, of the township of 0 roton, in said Huron county: and from
thence to the place of lieglrming: l*ro>'itte*l, mid il m hrrt^y dVrtorrd,

That if the east line of said county of Erie, as above described, will not

include the whole of Cunningham'* Island, in l-.uk.- F.rie, then, anil In

that cane, said line shall tie so far varied from the south shore of said

lake to the said Canada line, that it will embrace the whole of said Cun-

ningham's Island.

So- 3, That the said county of Krle lie, and remain attached to the

counties from which it is detached, until the same shall be organized by
the legislature.

C. ANTHONY,
Sptak«r of the Home of Rrprrventittirrii.

OEOROE J SMITH,
Marc h 13th. 1S«. Speaker of fae .Seaofe.

The act for the organization of Eric county wits

passed March Ki, 18.%S. It provided for the holding

of un election on the following May, and that all

justices of the peace and constables, residing within

the territory taken from the counties of Huron and

Sandusky and embraced within the limits of Erie

county, should continue to discharge their duties until

their terms should expire, and that suits begun in

court before the taking effect of the act should proceed

and be prosecuted as though the act had not been

been passed. The county was by the power of this

act attached for judicial purposes to the second judi-

cial circuit.

It was not until 184o, that Erie county was consti-

tuted, territorially, as it now exist*. By an act

passed March '»th of the year above designated, the

township of Danbury (the peninsula) and the islands,

which previous to that time had been within the

boundaries of Erie county, were transferred to Ottawa

county, and Eric county was enlarged so as to embrace

all of the Fire-lands north of the north line of Lyme,
Ridgeficld, Xorwalk, Townsend and Wakeman, (ex-

cept the peninsula.)

CHAPTER XIV.

CIVIL LIST

David Abbott was a presidential elector in 1S12,

but is marked as "not present." Other citizens of

the county who have exercised the trusts of this office

are: Ebetiezer Merry, in 18-»4; H. D. Cooke, in 185G,

and Joseph M. Root, elector at large.

The following •have served as members of Suite

conventions to revise the constitution of the State of

Ohio: Convention of 1851, Joseph M. Farr, of Hu-
ron, and James W. Taylor, of Erie; convention of

1873, Cooper K. Watson, of Huron, and Joseph M.
Root, of Erie.

Ebenezer Lane, of Hur and Waller R. Stone,

of Erie, have been judge* of the supreme court of

the State

The list of congressmen does not extend further

back than Previous to this the number of

representative* vqf small, and each district covered

a large territory. The census of 1840, however.

changed this. In the period between 18ln and 1820,

more especially after the war of \SVi, the growth of

Ohio was rapid, almost beyond precedent, and almost

at a bound it took that, prominent position in the

Union that it has ever since maintained. The Fire-

lands have often lieen represented in the halls of Con-

gress by men of distinguished ability and wide repu-

tation. Mordecai Hartley, of Mansfield, afterwards

Governor; Joseph M. Root, then of Xorwalk, now-

living in the retirement, of old age at Sandusky:

John Sherman, of Mansfield, senator, and now sec-

retary of the treasury in the cabinet of President

Hayes, and James Monroe, of Oberlin—these are all

men who have left the impress of their influence on

the politics of their time, and some of them have

been ami are still among the leading minds and mov-

ing spirit* in American politics.

I ONOICKSSMEN.

lHth Congress. 18*1 Iith District. Mordecai Hartley, Richland
1 19th Congress, 1S3S-37.— 14th District, Mordecai Bartley, Richland.

80th Congress, l«T-*l.—Uth District. Mordecai Bartley, Richland.

21st Congress. 1*89-81 —14th District. Mordecai Bartley, Richland

SSd Congress, 1K31-33—14th District, Eleutheros Cooke, Huron.

2*1 Congress, IS33-35 — llth District, William Patterson, Richland

24th Congress, 1S3.V37— 14th District, William Patterson. Richland

2ftth Congress. 1S.37 3I> —1 4th District. William H. Hunter. Huron
4Bth Congress, 1KW-4I.—14th District, Oeorge Swetiey, Crawford

27th Congress, ISU-43.— llth District. George Swcney, Crawford,

SSth Cougreas, 1813-15.—Slat District. Henry R Rrinkerhoff. Huron. Ed.

ward S Hamlin, Lorain (elected to till vacancy caused by death of

Brinkerhoff I

»th Congress, 1*43-47 --'1st Dbtrlet, Joseph M. Root. Huron

30th Congress, l*47-4« -ilst District. Joseph M K ot. Huron

Slst Congress, 1SI9-.M - 31st District. Joseph M. Root, Erie

*Jd Congress. 1*6113 -Jlst District. Norton S Townshend. Lorain

33d Congress. IK53 5.V -13tb District. William D. Lindsley, Erie.

84th Congress. IMB-S7 -llth District John Sherman. Richland

35th Congress, 1S-Y7-W 13th District. John Sherman, Richland

3*tb Congress, JKM (11 -13th District. John Sherman. Richland

37th Congress. ISfil 4)8. —13th District. John Sherman, Richland. Elected

Senator, and succeeded by Samuel T. Worcester. Huron.

3sth C .ngress. WHV-Sth District, Warren P, Noble. Seneca.

3»th Congress, ]s&V«17 -Wh District. Ralph P. Buckland. Sandusky

40th Congress. 1W7-IW -«th District, Ralph P Ruck-land. Sindusky

list Congress. |s«o 71 -IKh District. E<lward F. Dickinson. San

Ml Congress 1S7I 73 —Wh District. Charles Foster. Seneca.

43d Congress, IK73-73 — 10th District. Charles Foster. Seneca

44lh Congress, 1*75 77.— 10th t>i*triet, Charles Foster, Seneca.

Iftth Congress. 1K77-7V - loth District. Charles Foster. Seneca

41*h 1 ngress, 1879 HI —17th DNtrict, James Monroe. Lorain

(Hiring the early part of the present century, a

member of the state legislature represented a far larger

area of territory than is now the case. Among those

who served the Fire-lands in this capacity, were not

only such men a* David Abbott. Aln Rngglcs. Kbe-

nezer Merry ami Klentheros Cookl—names which have

a familiar sound to every old resilient of the Fire-

lands—but such others as Kphraim Qltinby, of War-

ren: Peter Hitchcock, of (icanga, a jurist of reputu-

tion; Alfred Kelly, often styled the father of the Ohio

canals: and Reuben Wood, afterwards governor. The
list here given begins at 181 1;. which is Hhont the time

when Huron county began to have a real existence.

i.Eoisi.vrt he'.

lst-S»nat.\ Samuel Huntington. Truuibull Huiige. E. l/ulnhy, Aaron
Wlieeh-r. Trumbull

3d—Senate. BVnj Tappan. House. David Abbott. Epm yulnliy

3d— Seuate, f4forge Tod House. Am>>s Spoffonl, Homer Hine

Ith—Senate. ftFOrf* Tad Huise, Homer Htne. James Kingsbury
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S£_IMn«-7 Senate. Calvin Cone House. J

nth-IWC* Senate, Calvlu Cone
Montgomery.

Tth-lHnK.9. Senate. David Abbott
8th-l*i»-W. Senate. DstU Abbott

9th-1810-ll Senate. David Abbott.

lUth-1811-13. Senate. David Abbott
llth-1812-lS.

P. Blssell.Jim Kingsbury
Job., W

House.
Aaron Wheeler. Almon Ruirgles,
Kerr.

l«h-1814-l.V

I4th-I815-H'. Seuate. Peter Hircheock

l.Wh-lM<M7.
Kelly.

loth— 1«17 18. Senate. Almon Ruggles. Aaron Wheeler
Dllle. Levi Oaylord.

17th— 1818-19 Senate. Aaron Wheeler, John Campbell.
Merry. Lewi* DiUe.

-1819-80, Senate, John
Kelly. E. Merry.

House. Alfred

House, I/'»i<

House, Ebr.

House, Alfred

1Mb— ISXtSt

*lth-l«.»I-«.
well

Senate. Almon Ruggles. House. Lymin Farwell.
Senate, Alfred Kelly. Hmse, David Abbott. Lyman Far-

Senate, Alfred Kelly. House. Eleutheros Cooke.
Jnbez Wright House. Eleutheros Cooke
J. Wright House. Almon Ruggles.

Senate, Reulien Wood H>u*e. Eleutheros Cooke.
Wood House, David Campbell

-«. Sena'e. Reiih-n Wood House, David I

s7th—MsVtl Senate, David <

i^h-ltat-Hl S~«ate. David Campbell. House, Moses C.

!

**h—I**)-?! Sena'e. 8 M Lockwood. House, George G.

:»lh--1811-<«. Senate. S. M. Lock wood. House. Charles I

Jtlst—18M-W Senate. Dan Tilden. House. Kbenezer Merry.
•M-lffR-U Senate. Daniel Tilden H .use. Charles Lindsay

.

:nd-l*H-rs Senate, Joseph Howard. House Philo Clark
:i ith— I8i". i-i Senate. Joseph Howard. House. Cyrus Butler.

•XMh— ltU-4? Senate, John K Cimpbell. House. Phllo Clark.
*lth-lK57-.X Senat-. John K Campbell. Ho ise. Phllo Clark
ST,h-l«ts- » Sens e. J.wiah Trsey. House, Walter Braneh. John «.

Camp.

-I8*MI
Senate. Joalah Tracy.

Senate, Joseph M. Root.

M

Ebenex-r Warner.
. Eleutheros Cooke.

«rd-l8ll 4.V

44th- 184&-441.

4Mb— 184I-—17.

4oth- 1817-18.

47th— 1848-49.

Wth- ISM 50.

49th- WaVM,
n-IKSl-.\i.

Senate. John R Osborn. House.
Senate. J. R Osborn.

Senate, vacancy House. Joseph C Curtis.

Senate. Thomas Hamilton. House. Samuel Athertoa.
Senate. Samuel T Worcester House. George Reber.
Senate, Samuel T. Worcester. House, Harvey Chase.
Senate, Earl Bill. House, De Morris Pratt.

Senate, Elihu P. HDL House. Hiram MiMillen.
Uat—MM, Senate. Albert 0. Sutton House, llarrey Fowler. Erie;

Alpia R. Scgar, Huron.

-IBM Senate. Ralph P. BuckUuid. Hons,-. < L Burton. Erie:
Thomas M Cook, Huron,

I—1MB. Senate. Ralph P Bucklaiid House, Thomas ft
Erie: Charles B. Simmons, Huron.

54th— 1 80i> — Senate, F. D Parish. House, C. B Choate, Erie;
der Mcpherson. Rol>ert McCune. Huron.

. John Kelly House, J. W. llrrce. Erie ; ]

art.
"

Wilco*. Phil

Erie; John C Thompson. Huron.
Senate. E. B Sadler. House, A T.

Ups, Erie; Frank Sawyer. Huron
58lh-18a8. Senate, Homer Everett. House. BenJ. L Hill, Erie; W. O.

Parker, Huron
59th 1870 Senate. Homer Everett. J M Root. House. BenJ. L. Hill

Erie; W O Parker. E. Bogardus, Huron.
dOth-ISW. Senste, Welcome l) Parker House. David C . Richmond.

Erie; Henry C. Breckenridge, Huron.
Slot— 1874 Senate. John H BMsM. House, D. C. Richmond, Erie;

Edgar Martin, Huron.
ftSnd—187B. Senate. John H. Hudson. House. James Douglas. Erie; E.

Borgardus, Huron
63rd-l878 Senate. C S. Parker. House. James Douglas, Erie; John

TKEASIRERS.

ISIS Ahijah Comstock.
18IS .David Abbott
1 10 .Icbabod Marshall.
IttSi Cvrus Butler.
18*i .Icbabod Mirshall.
'18*7 Hrnrv Buckingham
INtt George Sheffield.
1KM John V \>
II-*. . William H I

IN*. John Kenuau
IMO, John M Latimer.

' Buckingham

1841.. Henry H. Brown
ls+N .Daniel S. Pond.
1850 E, E. Hu«t.sl
l*St . James S. Felton
1856..Charles A. Preston
INflO J. F. Dewey
imt C W. Manahan
lHfsi J. N. Watrous.
1870 Edwin H. Brown
MI..E. W. (iilson
1878. O. W. '

REI 'ORDERS.

ISKI

1815.

lKtti

1KJ5
1836

Almon Ruggles.
Nathan Strong
Icbabod Marshall
Paul O. Smith
Woodward Todd.

184* D. M. Uamum
1K5S James Brown
1W7 J.*n F.
isi .ta.

"

Jr.

PROBATE JIDOI

I
Office

B Sllckney
KsV Frederick

of 1KM1

tsssti

CLERKS OF COl'HT.

1M5 David Abbott
1818 James Williams
Wtt. . David Oibbs.
>ll Prudden Ailing
1*45 . Henry Brown
1834 Frederick A. Wlldmau

1S5S

ls*i
1«67
1-7"

istrt

Joseph C. Curtiss. Jr
W. C Allen.
Alvin B Griffin
B P Smith

IT.

SHERIFFS.

1*11 Lyman Farwell,
1K#| D W Hlnman
]«.•! Enos Oilbert

18*4..It. Q. Morse
lt«H Enosdilbrrt.
1KW .Phllo Adams
is« John Miller
pcki ,Wm. CarkliulT.

MB. .Rootrt Morton
isjii H Johnson
ists E. E H.

MM David.
1SA4 H L Moor*.
ISSH.M. M. Cleveland
!8tW Jos F. Badgei , »died

while in office >

lstil iL. D. Allen, coroner,
sheriff ex-offlcio).

lsin.. Irving Cole.
Elward C. Culp

WHJ .JiAn M Ijitimer
J"" ParleeC.

~

PROSEHTIXt! ATTORNEYS,

For many years this office was not elective, but was appointed by the

court, and held office at its pleasure. The following is a list of Incum-

bents for the past thirty years.

1*47
1H&1.

J R. Osborn
Frank S iwy*

]SM O H Saff..p|
ISM
1K>7
1S6I

ISIS

isi«

l-;:

. Moses R Brjiley
R C. Powers.
Philip N Schuyler

is>! Charles E. Pennewell.
I«<!7 Charles P. Wick bam
1«71 George W, Knapp.
1875 >Vm. B Woolverton.
IN7H Lewis C. Ij»ylln

III HON COUNTY OFFICERS

AUDITORS.

18»
1S(«

i«ar

1S38

ISil

IWt!

IWI
IKM
MH
18%

ten
1838

IHS1I

« OMMISSIONKkS.

Natltan Cummins. Frederick Falley, Rlldotl Adams.

Frederick Falley. Blldad Adams. Ebenezer Merry
Bildad Adams. John S. Ree.1. Jiweph Stnmg.

as 161-

Adama. Joseph Strong. Lyman Farwell.

Adams. Joseph Strong. Ell S.

EliS Bamum, Robert S.

ind 18-JM Same as in 18£1

.

. EH S. Barnum, Am
Eli S. Barnum. Schuyler Van Rensselaer, George W. choate.

Schuyler Van Rensselaer. George W. Choate. Frederick

George W Choate, Frederick Forsyth, Bradford Sturtevant.

Same as in 18*7.

(Je..rge VV. Choate, Bradford Sturtevant, M. McKelvey.

Same as In 1829,

. BradfonJ Sturtevant. M. McKelvey, George Holllster.

Bradfonl Sturtevant, George Hollister, George W Choate.

.George Hollister, Gcsirge W. Choate, Sam. B. Carpenter.

George W. Choate, Sam. B. Carpenter, W. C. Spalding

Sam. B. Carpenter, W. C. Spalding, John Dounce.

. W. C. Spalding, John Dounce, Benjamin Cogswell.

W C Spalding, Benjamin Cogswell, John Miller.

Benjamin Cogswell, John Miller. John Fuller.

John Fuller. Henry Terry.

r. Lemuel Morse. J<

is-','

I SHI
I8S3
I8X
IK*

Asa Sanford.
Moses Kimball
James Williams.
.Cyrus Bulier
.John Kennan

Wllcoxsim.
Johnson, acting.

7

H. H

IHil Daniel A Baker
I8T«1 Gideon T Stewart
lfj7 William Caw
ima l>a v ltl ii p«.ttse

KGV. Henry W Owen

1841

IH4ft

1S4«

Joseph C Curtiss, !

as in 1849. «,

Joseph C Curtiss. Rouse Bly. James Smith.
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Jt t y -r '..II fowi-r Jt:;.. .Vlio<, Harrvy Long,

h 1^ T-.rr.-T Ara -n razu*. B-.-:r>l^tt Wo—L Ham-f F»>trlcr. Elihu

V H .i Ha-rr ^; rw*r. Myrot :—n-,o. Juarph "tla. Jd->. P. LVgM.

J ^. »>«.B.t«'!>. ' . bra.* l-iry R;v.-r Han* r. l»a\a« McKt»»on. K. lit

RvuMT*. «» B. I*a*a)iM(. Caina <
-

a»»r ».li. b. 0 Ta;|..r. Wni H.
i rv.. E Wl.v s. *Ari»U l—ui« W«:u.S«ark Adania. W. W.
M.. -r. <• 'iraharo.

i I! a I' l E i; \ \

POLITICAL HISTOHY

15 a r«-j':i':>!.<-aii »tira.zi»<t/J H'jmu c<<onty tht»

•ttemj-t- to Diiiktr Kaii-A* a -;a\«- >:a:c »ere riewvd

witij the ilt-rj-r-t :Lt»:iv-t atA »'ann. In common
w.tL tii"*-t of otLcr comn:4t..rle> :r. tue free North,

dDT of herTou!>2 men em:gr»:e*i thither, prep«re<l

U> fij'r.t. if utx\—-jrv . to j-revrt.t -och attempts fmni

l*:ij5r *uc-c^--f ,j!. A Ka^ra- AA ><.:e:T *a.« furtue<l

with committee* for each to*u-L.|.. an.l a central one

f'-r tin- county. t: :e <>
:
-:'ev;t i^' *A the frw ?>tate

t-au-e hy ««D'I.i:j lii::r.e: Dirh arn.t-i w:th .Sharj-e*«

rfle?. A» early a* Aj-r.l 2tf. l>-*»»i. *i. T. Stewart

rej-.rt* tijat the t-'irn-'L.p e..mm;:tee? ha«i j»ai«l over

tv h.m three hua<lre-l anJ eighteen •tMilaiv ami ninety-

one cent* f«>r the C*t3ie. Later :n tue KMMl, alwut

••t.e hun-in-i <if the c:f.ze:«i of the coatitr contnt-uted

u> the fun-!, in *:inis'->f fi.e >i -liar- aii>l ujuranl-, and
the |NiUt?b«>l i-tatemeiit -ii"»> c-*stri'';itioti* amouut-

Li.g in a" tv one thuasin4 at:-l f..rty-?is duUmn and

eighty-n:ne cent? n{. tu4*cto-«er 41. l*v>«;.

The fallowing i» the v..te of Hur»»n ct>unty for

|»re-:'ietit of the United .State* frem the year l.SJi,

when Andrew Jaok—n w »- elcvtftl i«re-:deut. np to

and UK-ludiug the la-t j.residential election:

Hrnrr Citf. »tif ls*r,

Ao-ir»-»- J».-k~«. .Wro'^Tat l.iBo

Vkios Wm. "" — ti

t«a^—Wtu H H»m*». wi.u- «.:>»"

Kbttib Vaa Buren. aciaamt 4l«
l»».i-tVm H Barriaua. «bi« £.01

Martu. Vau Burvn. Ara.ooral l.Mt

Jaa <» Birrj»-T. »» t *4

Tb* rfdaoM of '"»' c«ni*r<-d -rtt that of IO> i* exptalu^l

by tbr fact i< tbr forruatioa of Enr o.ub:t in Ka>

:-+4-Hrnry tlay whtf ... . ... i>M
James K P.'U- .Irm .-rat

Janws G Btrtfr. ab>41tK>B ... . 1*(

Zachary Taj !«>r «h«, . . !.»«>

L*» t» Caw. Jrm vrat I.T»w

X»nm Van Burvo. fnrr «oil

W intlvM Sc«t wl.at 4 -Hi

FrmriL'.n l^»-r\T*. Jcni-vral

J.*B P BaV frw *.Hl <•»

1*56—I Lu C Frruii^U rrpcWcan | _*i*<

Jwir. Bm hanan. <J«ru.s-r»t. I.JTJ9

Millanl Flllntorr. Amrr.caa M
RcjM.hlH.-an ptataJMT IJSM

l»s>_AKrahaQi Ijuc iii. r»puUK*B 4.10?

Sir-Ham A lk-uriaa. .Irtn -crai

J"bn Bell un»..o 3?

Uuc-'lii ovrr tv\ ulaa t.0*:

I«H-Abrahaat Uno>lP. rvpiiU.va» 4.441

Ororsr B B.i ..-llau. druiocral 2,' VO
UiH-utn > majt'iity «.*S1

1«*-n.rt)rJ 8 Grant rvpul livan 1019

BoradO SVytu.mr. Jruuvrat t.ta
Grant * iiu>)<>nt> I.?t>»

int-l*traMa 8 Grant. repu'-lK-aa S.«ts

Haiw* I4r*e4vy a>a»«MSl a»j IbtraL t,iHi

Jem»iaa 8 Black *a

Cbarln. tiV>«aor 19

Grant ovrr Grtsrtry

K»— BiitlH-rf.«r<l B Hay*-*, nri<.|l-lK-au. ....... 4.S04

SarmiH J Ttl lm. ilrnnvral . X014
lVtrr i .•i»-r. irwni*'k |

t»nsrn nay Smitti. pn«bit>ition •?

HafM »rar TikWm i.iso

The Vtrs ea»l f«»t eacli cattdhtatv at the a*Villi]

president tal electUMM held sitiee the organization of

Erie COUntV, have t>eeii a* follows:
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HISTORY OF HURON AND ERIK COUNTIES, OHIO.

IMO-William Henry Harrison, whig M*l
.Martin Van Bureii. democrat 1,044

I O. Blrney, abolition ,-•

• Clay, whig M«
James K Polk, democrat IJW
James G Blrney. abolition «5

•ylor whig- I.**

Martin Van Hiir. ii. tree Mtt «W
-WinnVkl Scott. whig: 1.3*9

Franklin Pierce, democrat

John P. Hair rrw „>) 473

INr*V—John C. Fremont, republican ... 2M
James Buchanan democrat 1.377

Millard Ullniore, American 75

Fremont over Bill hsnan w*l

1HC0—Abraham Lincoln, republican *.SNfl

Stephen A. Pong-la*, democrat . 1.53"

John Bell, unionist . 4*

Lincoln over Douglas . .... I.34S

lSCi-Abraham Lincoln, repub ican 8,034

0*or*H B. Mcflellau. democrat I.-W

Lincoln * majority l.SUS

ls«iK-l lys*es S. Grant, rep bilca-i .. «.!»

Horatio Seymour, democrat IJM
Grant's majority ... 1,416

l»74-llyi»cs S. Grant repub ican S.M6
Horace Greeley, democrat and llbeial 4,4*7

Scattering 19

Oram orer Greeley 61*

ls7f.-Hutherford B. Hayes, repuhl can 8.158

Samuel J. Tllden, demo crat a.114

Peter Cooper, greenback 115

Green Clay Smith, prohibition H

Haye* over Tilden 46

Tlie following shows the strength of each party in

each township of the two counties at the hist presi-

dential election:

ERIK t Ol NTY.

J

PSnnmV.'.' 83
tJnitou M
Huron SI7
Kellev s Island t'J

Milan »!»
Margiirctta ... «?4
oxford 1W
Perkins l'»

-
151

in
i4i

167
«9

IM
143
111m

4

1
( m

Verillitllou 170

Sandusky—
First Ward .. 4*5

Second Ward :«n
Third Ward 417
Fourth Ward ISfl

Fifth Wanl . 97

415

IM

3:-;

14*
IKi

4 .

1 1

Totals .113* 1114 t!5 8

IH'ltoN t.OlNIV.

S a i

H
- 1

-

1
t
I

m >.i i

441 11 7
Fairfield
Fttchville

«l •V
]«ii H 4
Ml w

Oreenwlch , . •JKi -

Hurt land aw 1

J

Lyme 119 IM
New London. 1511 KM i
New Haven 15« 413

i910 AM •jti

a

g

Norwich.
IV ni.

Rldgetleld
Ripley. .

Sherman
Townsend.
Wnkeman.

Total* .

K
i i.

5
TlUl j* a

S x
tn UK 6
Itt IM 1

*i 55 1

MB -.17

470 m i

4M 67 s
11 -.16

*ft4 ss

410 IH "a

(9M »'14 I 67

HI' RON « OI NTV—VOTK FOK uo V F.RNOR.

In the following tabic of votes cast for governor,

the names of the whig or republican Candidate is

given first, ami the democratic candidate second.

From 1*44 to 1853, the thin! party is the abolition or

free-soil. In 1H."»5, one hundred and thirty-four votes

were cast for the ticket of the native American, anti-

Catholic, or know-nothing party, as it. was called:

1*16—Thoma* Worthington,

E. A. Brown, democrat
sis—James Ibinlap. whig- .

.

K A. Brown, democrat

10

!-

71

IMsiO-W. M Harrison, whig
E A. Brown, democrat .

.

1*«4-Jerrmiah Morrow, whig
Allen Trimble.

Irvin 114

MS

IjlHt

i.isa

1.117

Allen Trimble, democrat
ISjH-John W. Campbell, whig

Allen Trimble, ilem<M<rat

l.>ct>—Iruncan McArthur. whig
Robert Lucas, democrat

IS14—PariiH Lyman. whU
Rol>ert Liicms. deiiKM-rat

IKit—Jami*« Kuellay, whig,

Robert Lucas, democrat
1KW- Joseph Vani-e, whig. —

Ell Baldwin, democrat —
1**>—Joseph Vance, whig . MM

Wilson Shannon, democrat
1*40 - Tliomas Corn lu. whig tMt

Wilson Shannon, democrat 1.6'si

1*14—Thomas Corwln, whig . 1,075

Wilson Shannon, democrat . . . . I.TM
ISH-Mordecai Bartley. whig UK,

David Tod. democrat 4.US

L. King, abolition I«l

1SW- William Held., whig 1.1WO

Pavid Toil, democrat 1,517

Samuel Lewis, abolition *17

lMS-Seabury ronl. whig 4.115

John H Walter, «lem.s-rat |,flW

ls-ji-Wm Johnston, whig 4,140

Reuben W.xni, democrat 1.718

Edward Smith. aNdltion Sin

1H5I—S. F. Vinton, whig l.TiW

Reuben Wood, democrat LjBM
Lewis. ab>dition 470

1s51— Nelson Barrere, whig .", |,K«J

William Medlll. democrat 1.706

I>ew Is, alsilllion I.S77

1S55—Salmon P, Chaae, republican

William HedlU, democrat
Know nothing

IN57—Salmon P. Chi

H B l'avoe, dein.srrat

K*-Win.
R. P

IS61-Davld To.1. republican

Hugh. I Jewett.

II

l,4»5

1*4

4,«M

MM

t,UM
1.417

1.777.

imvi

l«7l

C U '

1«5_Jac.bt> Cox, t

George W .

1S67—R B. Hayes, republican

Allen ti Thiirman, democrat 4,473

-R. B Haves, republican MH
tieorge H IVndleton. dem<x:rat 4,114

Eilward K Noyea, republican 1.S49

George W Mrt'rsik, demcK-rat 4.070

Oldcon T. Stewart, prohibitionist 140

is7t—Edwanl F. Noyes, republican 4«!B
William Allen, democrat . |.H*»

Gideon T Stewart, prohibition SSS

Isaac Collins, liberal as

1875-R. B. Hayes, republican S.H7S

William Allen, democrat 4.WC

Jay Cwlrll. prohibition . 14S

1N77—Wm. H. Weat, republicjio 1,744

Rlchanl M Bishop. <

H A. Thompson,
|

F.K1F. IWSTY—VOTE FOK WiVERNOH sIKt i: 1S4G.

lSKi-Thomasi Corwin. whig.

um
umWilson Shannon.

L. King a> ohtlon

lKtl-Mordecal Bartley.

David Tod. democrat

L. King, abolition 7»
1K4»l_ William Bebh. whig |,|M

I>av|i| To.1, democrat tMt
iyewls, atH.lltion to
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Smith. Benjamin Benson,,;

>uson. Justus Brown. Samuel W. Boall.

lH9 .Ju»| 1,»Bn.w
l
8 W. Boall. Smith Btarr

in .
1 S w Boalt, Smith Starr. [». B HerrUI

ISM.-Smlih Starr, D E Merrill, Dean (lapp.

mt. V E Merrill. Dean dapp, Jame. Wilson

l^M Dran Clapp. James Wilson, James Hamilton. Jr

ITTTI Tsiari Wilson. Jame« Hamilton, Jr., Baroett Hoe
IS55. Jame. Hamilton. Jr.. Barnett Roe. S W. Edwards
18.VV Barriett Roe. S. W. Edwards. S H Gibson.

1S37..S. W. Edwards, 8. H. OfbMM, D. H Maneille.

l".%s S H Gibson. [>. H Manvllle. J H Nllcs.

ISM, iwjii. ]sr,i Same ax in IKS*.

1h« D. H Mnnvillc. J, H. Nile*, George SMimaii
IS6S..J. H. Nile., George Sillimaa, E Bogardus
IS64, .George Sllhman. E. Bogardu*. ('. C. Canlleld

H*W. 1»W. l*IT. .Same a. in ts*U.

1SXM..F. Bogardus. C. V. Caufleld. J. H. Beelman
1S*» C. C. Canfleld. J H. Beelman, James W Martin.

1N7" ,J. H. Beelman, A. Brlghtman. Halaey Hubbard
I«T1. 1ST-.'. 1*78. Same ax in IH7D.

IS7I A Brlghtman. Halaey Hubbard, A. V William-.

1*7S Hatacy Hutibanl. A V. Williams. A U Stotta.

\ William. A D Stotta. W K BttlM
1", ,. i*7s Same as In 1*78

EKIE COUNTY OFFICERS

CLERK 8.

ISIS B W Barker
W> Rice Harper
K\s Horace J7 Bill
1*»,1 John J Peiifteld
mi 1 N 1'enH. ! I

iNjs h w cvmklln
1M0 Wm. Nelll
1811. Orlando Mcknight
IKtil lie,, W. Smith
ikv K M Follett
IK-,,- charle.ll Bot.ford

1<HU George o.Selklrk
l«Tn O f Mcl-.iigh
l*7li. Wm. AtlWk. who ia the

present incumbent

.

At IMTORS.

l^Vi K M Folletl
ls.ii. Geo W Smith

1 ..1

lie. till |S*1

. whose

TKEASl' RERS,

IMS \\ ,„ b Smith
WW Horace Aplin
I Mi. samur] MiliusiHi

1»U. Earl BUI
IMS. John II Wilier
l&M..Jo|m \V. Spiattue
18M. Tbos S Fuller
UM HoUy Skinner

1H.V.. Thos S. Fernold.
IWO..W H. McFiiII
IHM. .las D Chamberlain

.

ISM James S Chandler
1NV.'. Ja.v L> Chamberlain
js;? R Turner, the pre-tent

PROSE! t TISi; attorney.-.

183*. John F. Campbell
•--> ' Fr ni.'is Ii Parish

Morris Hotiuin
IMl B, F Tnv|..r
ls|s A W. tfendrv
1-.VJ John Mackev

ls:ss Harvev l...ng
lsM /.alumna l'hilli]~

lSli .Ebeocaer Warner
ISPi Isnnc Fowli*r
ists Henry l> Wanl
UBO <i.s, Vv Smith
lK-,t o. B (irrrard

mi" H..raie Aplin
fi" < . H 8<pjfre
l*M E. Merry
HS» Charles Wllbor

IMM. .0 c. McClough
lmvi F W. Coirsnell
KJ Belli F Lee
|s;7 W <V Bowen
ISTf. .Herman oiay

SHERIFF-.

I-As Fre.1 K Smith
l*U. B. s. Worthing!.,11

ISi.l .les.1- S Davis
]si» t» S Worthiugtou.
I'M Charles H Botsford.
I« H S. Worthiugtou
I-:: M. L Starr

RECORUBH&
isvj .las W Cook
1*3 John W. Reed
\(W Wm. A Z1H, still in office.

81'RVEYOHS.

I«» 8. H
INio. W II Smith
IMI J. B. Dailliu-

PM3 AKin Braakt
IT J B Dnrliii,-
ItlK A II. F.-sier
i*s( j b Diwttiaj

I8BI..H. <'. Jom«., Sr.
|si« ,J. B. DarliiiK.
lsTr,..A. XV. Ju.lson
1*71 George Morion
1ST'.'.

. A W. Judson, the present
lucumbeut.

' UUMI88IOXEH8.

Samuel II. Carpenter. Nelson Taylor, Zara Patch. Win. B. CraichUl

JlM B. Fuller, Wm 010, Isaac Fowler. Phllu Adams, Harvey Long,

B l>. Turner. Ara Sprague. Bourdelt Wood. Harvey Fowler, Klihu

y Hill. Harry Sprague, Myron Sexton, Jo*>-ph Otto. Jno. P. Dego,
•loin. Sun, in, 1*, 1

. liearl-ley Rice Harp>T, Isaac >lcK- .son. Robt.
Bennett. 0. M. Da^ntr. '.'alvtn Caswell, D. G Taylor, Wm H.
Crane, E White. W. S. Webb, Louis Wells. Stark Adam.. W. W.
Miii. r. Guatarus Graluiin.

cha pter xv.

POLITICAL HIUTOBY

In a republican stron^liGld like llurun county the

ftttempta to make Kansas a slave State were viewed

with the deepest interest and alarm. In common
with those of other communi ties in the free North,

many of her young men emigrated thither, prepared

to light, if necessary, to prevent such attempts from

being successful. A Kansas Aid Society was formed

with committee? for eaeh township, and a central one

for the county, the object heing to aid the free State

cause by sending thither men armed with Sharpe's

rifles. As early as April 1856, <•. T. Stewart,

reports that the township committees had paid over

to him three hundred and eighteen dollars and ninety-

one cents for the cause. Later in the season, about

one hundred of the citizens of the county contributed

to the fund, in sums of five dollars and upwards, and

the published statement shows contributions amount-

ing in all to one thousand and forty-six dollars and

eighty-nine cents up to October 1S5'».

The following is the vote of Huron county for

president of the United States frem the year li$32,

when Andrew Jackson was elected president, up to

and including the last presidential election:

lttK-Heury Clay, whig l.iiio

Andrew Jackson, democrat, 1,068

WlUlam Wirt, anil uiasouic II

IWM—Win. II Harrison, whig tf.7VH

Martin Van Buren. democrat is, 144

!*»u-Wm. H. Harrison, whig
Martin Van Buren, democrat LJ58I

Jas. G Kirney. abolition IM

(The reduced vote of l"t" compared with that of l*)r,. Is explained

by the fact of the formation of Erie cunt) In ISSM

ISH-Henry < lay, whig i,5HI

James K Polk, dent'-crat K.ltM

James G Hini.-v. uls.liiimi IW
ls+H-Zaclmry Taylor whig. l.'*>

Lewi. Cas.. deni,K'i-al I.7IW

Martin Van Buren. free soil 87*

1*54—W infield Scott whig 1SW
Franklin Pierce. dem.H-ral l.SH
JohnP Hale. fr»»e soil SW

18S6—John C. Fremont, republican 3.44M

James Buchanan, democrat 1.7IW

Millard Fillmore, American Al

Republican plurality I.SJH

isoi)—Abraham Lincoln, republican ». ItTT

Stephen A Douglas, democrat MM
John Bell, union ST

Llnoduoier Docgla* «,<Wr.

1-IM-Abr»h«m Lini oln, republican 4.UI

George B Mc< lHllau, democrat 2.u!»

Lincoln , majority

l«S-l"lyase» S. Orant. republican 4.019

Horatl., Seymour, democrat MH
Grant's majority 1.77a

PC«-riy»a» S Grant, republican H.SW

Horace Greeley, deiiuxrat and liberal. i.is.'

Jeivmiah S Black M
Charles uconnor,. ... I»

Grant over Greeley I.isti

1*78—Rutherford B Hayes, republican. . 4.M4

Samuel J. Tllden. democrat. -1.01

1

Peter Cooper, greentwek I

(ireeii Hay Smith, prohibition. ... 17

Hayes over Tllden I.IW

The votes cast for eaeh candidate at the aCVCni!

presidential elections held since I he organization of

Erie County, have been as follows:
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1810-WiMam Henry Harrison whig J ,341

Martin Van Bumi. democrat 1,044

James O Blrni-y, abolition ?.

I«44 -Henry Clay, whir M*
James K. Polk, democrat ... L9D
James «. Blrncv. abolition 65

1818-Zachary Taylor whig 1.400

Lewis Cass, democrat «•»

Manin Van Bnren. free soil . . - «M
1852-Wintield Scott, whig 1.V*

Franklin Pien-e, democrat 1,404

John I'. Hale free soil 275

1856—John C. Fn-mont, republican 4 458

James Buchanan, democrat . . . 1.377

Millard Fillmore, American 75

Fremont over Uu hnruw 881

1860—Abraham Lincoln, republican 4,886

Stephen A, Douglas, democrat 1,588

John Bell, unionist 4*

Lincoln over Douglas ... ........... 1.348

1864— Abraham Lincoln, repub lean.. 3.U34

l i-orge B. McClellao. democrat 1.040

Lincoln's majority 1.20*

1"**—Ulysses s. (irant. rep biican 8.1S0

Horatio Seymour, democrat ... 1.884

Grant* majority . 1.446

1874-Ulysscs S. Grant repub loan 2.005

Horace Qreeley, democrat and liberal 2.287

Scattering IS

Orant over Greeley .. 616

I B. Hayes, repuhl can 8.150

I J. Tllden, dem. crat. 3.114

Peter Cooper, greenback 116

Green Clay Smith, prohibition 8

Hayea over T.lden 46

The following shows the strength of eaeh party in

each township of the two counties at the last presi-

dential election:

kiiik ( or NT v.

I
Berlin 11*
Florence ISM

QrotOO so
Huron .. 317

Kellcy s Island s»

Milan 350
Margnrrtta ... ST I

Oxford. .... Hit

Perkins 1*

Hi
151

12}
111

M3

MB
It3
111

174

n
4

15

17

i i

I I
17U 415

I
Vermillion
Sanduskv—

First Ward 4*5 401
Second Ward 303 450
Thirl Ward 447 310
Fourth Ward 11*1 34*
Fifth Ward 87 363

li

i i

Totals 3158 3114 115 8

S 5£ a

Fairfield. 261

Filchvllle ]m
Greenfield 114

Greenwich. ... 410
Hartland 408
Lyme 1 1»

Sew London. 350
Sew Haren ... IM
Norwalk. no

lit' RUN COIXIY.

M
hS
.1

ii
83
14

Ml
I'M

413

I

7

N irwlch
Peru.

1 RidgenVld
s Ripley

Sherman—
Towusend.

5 Wakeman

i |
2

I j-

155 1*1 5
!« 176 1

s.3 si 1

148 !I7

470 'i

4>M "rr. B
31 '.16

4ft! s*

410 136 6

mi *nt 1 «71 40 Totals

I* RON COUNTY—VOTE FOR GOVERNOR.

In the following table of votes east for governor,

the names of the whig or republican candidate is

given first, ami the democratic candidate second.

From 1844 to 1*7)3, the third party is the abolition or

free-soil. In ISoo, one hundred and thirty-four votes

were cast for the ticket of the native American, anti-

Catholic, Of know-nothing party, as it was called:

1811—Thomas Worthlngton,

E. A. Brown, democrat

1818—James Dunlap, whig .

.

K. A, Brown, democrat

M
N
:i

18*)- w. h. Harrison, whig *
E. A. Brown, democrat 44S

1844—Jeremiah Morrow, whig 96

Allen Trimble, democrat m
SIS

Morrow, whig. 165

Allen Trimble, democrat HI
-Alexander Campbell, whig Of
Allen Trimble, democrat «S

1848-joim w. Campbell, whig m
Allen Trimble, democrat 1173

1K*>-I>uncan McArthur, whig 1,014

Robert Lti'-a*. democrat -HI

1834—Darin i Lyman, whig —
Roliert Lucas, democrat

1«W—James Findlay. whig 1.582

Robert Lucas, democrat 1.117

1836— Joseph Vance, whig —
Ell Baldwin, democrat

I*(n -Joseph Vance, whig 4.360

Wilson Shannon, democrat 4.366

1810—Thomas Coru in, whig 2,406

Wilson Shannon, democrat 1,060

1814—Thomas < "orwin. whig . . 1.075

Wilson Shannon, democrat I.72B

Isil-Mordeeal Bartley. whig *4»
DaWd Tod. democrat 2.140

L King, abolition 101

WW-William Bebb. whig . 1.000

Davl.1 Tod. democrat 1..M7

Samuel Lewis, abolition 367

lsi*_Seabury rord, whig 4.135

John B. Weller. democrat 1.082

MM—Wm Johnston, whig 2.140

Reuben Wo, si. democrat 1,718

Edward Smith, ais>llilon 340

1851-S. F. Vinton, whig 1,704

Reuben W.mhI, democrat 1/08

Lewis, abolition . .. 470

1*53—Nelson Barrere. whig .. 1.103

William Medill. democrat 1.705

Ij-wl*. abolition 1.477

1855—Salmon P. Chase, republican 1.405

William Medill. democrat 1.477

Know nothing 134

1857-Salruon P Chase, republican 2.0VI

H B Payne, dem. .crat 1..V*

1859-Wm. I

R P
1861-David Tod. republican ... 3.158

Hugh .1 Jewett, democrat 1.417

IH68-^Iohn Brrmgh. republican 1.453

C. L Vallaudlgham. democrat 1.775

1865—Jacob D. Cox. republican..

George W. Morgan, democrat

1867— R. B. Hayes, republican

Allen 0, Thurman. democrat 4.473

I8fl» K B Haves, republican 3.31*1

George H. Pendleton, democrat 4,114

1*71 -Edward F. Snyes, republican 3.84S

George W Met '<M»k, democrat 4.070

Gideon T. Stewart, prohibitionist 140

1873—Edwsrd F. Noyes, republican 4.633

William Allen, democrat ,. . 1.84S

Gideon T Stewart, prohibition 3S4

Isaac Collins liberal 88

1875-R. B, Hayes, republican 3.873

William Allen, democrat 4.6H7

Jay Udell, prohibition 143

1877-Wm. H West, republican 3.741

Richard M Bishop, democrat 4,454

H. A. Thompson, prohibition

ERIE COl" NT Y—VOTE FUR GOVERXUR H1K4.R IHiO.

lMO-Thomaa Corwlo. whig. LjH>
Wilson Slianiion. democrat 1,100

18,2-Thoma* Corwin, whig I.0S0

Wil* .n Shannon, democrat 1 .423

L King, al nlition .
, -ej

184»-Mordecal Bartley, whig 1.388

OftTid Tod, .lem.H^rat 1.318

L, King, abolition ... 74

IHW-Willlam Bebb. whig 1,154

DaTld Tod. democrat 1.025

Lewis, abolition 10
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twt-tfaatmi-y F-.nl. whiff I.1W

John B Weller. democrat l.IW

l*50~Wllliam Johnston, whiff ... I,Id
Reuben Wood, democrat 1.1KJ

F-dward Srulth. abolition 107

M51-8. F. Vinton, whiff 1,149

Reuben W..«d. democrat .. 1,304

Lewis, abolition 170

1*51—Xelaon Barrere, whiff ^ . . 878

William Medlll, democrat |,|V7

Lewis, abolition

WW Halwiw P ciiaw. republican

William Mrdill, .Irmocrat

American
i P. Chaw. republican

H. B. Payne, democrat

l.VU

I.IM

M
1.916

LSN
urn

K. P.

1*B1 -David Tod,

i J Jenelt, I

.iiffh, republican Mis
C L Vallandiffham, democrat I *W
D Cox, rapubUcan «,mo

Or»np> W. Morgau. democrat 1.6.M

IWIT -H. B Hayes, republican *.«0

A. O. Thurman. democrat 1,981

IrOS-R. B. Haye*. republican X.84I

Oeorffe H IVndletoti. democrat. 1,*4*

IS71 -Edward F. Xoyea. republican S.SSI

George W Mct'ook. democrat •. 1.155

0. T Stewart, prohibition 38

1*71—E. F. Noye*. republican IJtfH

William Allen, democrat . l.>u

0. T. Stewart. prohiblKin . 75

I«aac Collins, l|l»-ral 77

1*75—R B Hare*, republican 4,s»l

William A lieu, democrat S.657

Jay Odell. prohibition IS

m77_William H Weat. republican *.«N

R H. Bishop, democrat *,*»

Greenback 377

CHAPTER XVI.
STATISTICS

In the vear 1*03 an enumeration was taken of the

white males in Ohio, the number rejKirted liciug

twelve thousand ami eighty-eight, of which one thou-

sand one hundred ami eleven, representing about four

thousand inhabitants, were returned from Trumbull

county. The census of 1820 shows the popalation of

Huron county to 1* six thousand six hundred and

sevcnty-the, and a census taken in 1827, presumably

the work of the township assessors, and published in

the Norwulk L'ejwr/er of .lime !'. 18*27, gives the

population of each township.— the total for the county

being nine thousand one hundred and sixteen. The

census of 1830 gives a population of thirteen thousand

three hundred and forty-one.

The maximum population of the county seems to

have been reached in 1860, and is an illustration of a

fact often dwelt upon by statisticians,— that the

popular belief that the older a country iti the more

thickly populated it becomes, is not always well

founded. For the past thirty years the increase of

population has been almost wholly in the towns and

villages. Indeed, most of the townships have lost,

many of them actually having les- inhabitants than

in 1840.

It is not the purpose of a work like this to point

out the causes of thi- depopulation of the Canning

districts, but it is worth while to remark that the

work of clearing the woods, in a heavily timbered

country, requires many strong hands. Every farm

had to k' literally chopped out of the woods: houses,

barn-, fences, and roads had to be built; hence

there was employment for a large surplus population,

who, when their services were no longer required,

were forced to seek new locations. Another explana-

tion may he found in the fact that some ]>cop]e when

they get the "western fever" are never satisfied.

First they remove to Ohio, and try their fortune here

awhile, hut not finding any easy way to get rich, pull

up stakes and go to Indiana; there they find the chills

and the water to be very bad. mid they go to Illinois

or Iowa, where something else is not to their liking,

and they move on to Kansas and perhaps are soon

en route for some other locality; ami so they journey

on, in their nomadic wanderings, until starvation and

death overtake them. A third reason is the extensive

use of lahor-saving machinery. A fourth is the

substitution of cattle and sheep raising ami dairying

in place of raising corn, grain and potatoes; while

the diminution of population by reason of the war

is still another reason.

Ill K<>\ col XTY— Pol-l l.ATION BY TOWNSHIPS.

Bronsoji. . .

ClArkafleld

Fairfield

Fitch vlll*

Greenfield

Or enwlch
Hartland

Lyme
BellerurVillaffe. that part aituated

at-dinLyme
Sew Ilairen

New London .

New London Village

Sorwalk'

Nortralk Village

Norwich
Peru

Richmond
Rldgefleld

HMIttevflle Village

Ripley '

Sherman . . .

Townn-nd

1827

MM
. «7
. m

tfTO

sss

1840

t.*tl

1.473

LOR
1 SM
1 4«o

1.1!'

1 .131

1850 I860 1870

1 4*1

1.451

l,SH

1 177

I 331

1,000

L0SI

1 SM

1. 181

I.W7

1«*
1 INK

1 M3
i in

i in
I ON

S7I

1 S7U

l Hri

551 S 613

IS

40.1

SM

SO

111

pill

IIS

sn
S trno

.»;

I 5*W

Ml',

mn

70s

Totals . '.< 116 «1

LOSS
LSM
7V5

SM
*1

*:*«)

7» I ItS

i Mr tm
14* 1 475

678

4,577 STSU

I ** 4 m
1 SM 1,170

i iM i an*

'.W MHO

I. IS* S.5.13

1 357 1.344

LSM l.ttw

I 040 i arm

1 Ml 1..W0

I 107 LMS

« an • i;i6 as

1 SM
i.w»

1,147

1 tM
t.OCl

I tits

8011

I w
l «%»

l Wt
1 s-.c

704

The population of Krie county was. in

l*H> IS SW
1*90 1H.80H

ma
t*70

of the Huron county |K>pnlation, census i>i<>.

were horn in

Ohio .... I7.*!i| lieland
P. nnavlvania «*< B> iti-li Aine lea
New York 8 !•*! Franre
Oenuanv t."*M S< otlund
Knfflati>( and Waiea *£i CN L.rtd

of the Brie county population, same census,

were horn in

Ohio 1* 75J
IViiiim Ivauia r<5
New York -

Virffinin ami West Viitftiuu I""

Kentucky 70
Maryland *>
tin many t <iSI

Ireland
Kiifflrtinl ntid Wales
Brlti-h America
FruiiL-t

rVntUieS
c-or.re.1

M 174

there

75S
ITS
If.

M

there

1 w
57«
s:i
!«
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PROPERTY VA LI' ES—H t' RON COUNTY.

At the meeting of the State Hoard of Equali-

zation in 1820. the fourteenth district, including

Cuyahoga, Medina, Richland, Huron. Sandusky and

Lorain counties, were represented by .lames Hedges.

The average value of laud |>er acre was fixed at two

dollars and eight cents. Total value of lands, one

million forty-seven thousand five hundred and sixty-

one dollars; value of town lots, etc., seventy-five

thousand oue hundred and fifteen dollars. At the

meeting in 183."), the value of houses, mills, etc., was

returned at sixty-five thousand three hundred and

eighty-one dollars; average value of land per acre

fixed at three dollars and twenty-five cents; value of

town lots, buildings, etc., as returned, two hundred

and twenty-six thousand eight hundred and three

dollars. Total value of real property fixed at one mil-

lion nine hundred and eighty-two thousand and fifty-

four dollars; personal property, two hundred and

seventy-one thousand seven hundred and nine dollars.

In 1841, Huron county was represented by Ebrenger

Warren. Value of town lots, etc., as returned, ninety-

one thousand one hundred and sixty-one dollars;

average value of laud per acre fixed at three dollars

and twenty-four cents; total value of real property,

one million one hundred and seventy-six thousand

and three dollars.

In 1840. Huron county was represented by Charles

Standart, of Erie county. Average value of land jier

acre fixed at twelve dollars and twenty-four cents; value

of towns, three hundred and one thousand six hund-

red and fifty-two dollars; total value of real property,

four million one hundred and thirty-two thousand

SIX hundred and twenty-three dollars.

In 1N">3, the thirtieth senatorial district, composed

of Huron, Erie. Sandusky and Ottawa counties, was

represented in the State Board, by John B. Wilbur,

of Huron. Erie county. The following are the

equalized valuations: Land per acre, twenty-one

dollars and twenty-two cents; value of towns, six I

hundred and eight thousand six hundred and eight

dollars: total value, seven million two hundred and

sixty thousand six hundred and forty dollars. The
highest valuation per acre was for Ridgefield town-

ship, thirty-one dollars and three cents; valuation of
;

Bellevue, buildings and lots, one hundred and -one

thousand six hundred and seventy dollars; Monroe-

ville, ninety-three thousand nine hundred and ninety

dollars; New London, twenty-two thousand three

hundred and fifty dollars; Xorwalk, three hundred

and forty-two thousand and ninety dollars.

PROPERTY V AH' ES—ERIE < Ot XTY.

The first State Hoard of Equalization, after the

organization of Erie county, was held at Columbus

in 1841. Valuation of town lota, etc., as returned,

one hundred and twenty-six thousand six hundred

and twenty-two dollar-; value of land per acre fixed

at three dollars and ninety-nine rents: total valuation

of real property, seveu hundred und eighty-one

thousand nine hundred and thirty eight dollars.

In 1n4»», Erie county was represented by Charles

Standart. Value of land j>er acre fixed at thirteen

dollars and thirty-six cents, being more than three

times the amount at which it was fixed only five

years before; value of towns, nine hundred and thirty-

six thousand seven hundred ami twenty dollars: total

value of real property, three million forty-eight thou-

sand oue hundred and two dollars.

In 1833. the thirtieth senatorial district, composed
of Huron. Erie. Sandusky and Ottawa counties, was

represented in the State Board, by John H. Wilbor,

of Huron. Erie county. The following are among
the equalized valuations: Average value of land per

acre, twenty-four dollars and eighty-nine cents; total

value of land, three million eight hundred and eightv-

nine thousand five hundred and thirty-six dollars;

Sandusky City, one million seven hundred and thirty-

two thousand five hundred and fifty-eight dollars;

other towns, three hundred and seventy-two thousand

six hundred and ninety-four dollars.

AGRU'tLTlRAL STATISTICS.

Among the noteworthy crops raised in Huron
county, the following are taken from the State Agri-

cultural Report of a few years since, and illustrate

the fact that the soil of this portion of Ohio is rarely

surpassed in fertility and productiveness. The crops

given were those upon which premiums were awarded
by either the State or county agricultural societies,

and were, it is understood, based on sworn and veri-

fied statements and measurements. In the year 1M50,

Lemuel Morse raised four acres of wheat; average

yield fifty-two bushels ]>er acre. In 1852, William

Bacon raised four acres of wheat; average yield per

acre forty-live bushels. The yield of other crops has.

on several occasions, been equally remarkable accord-

ing to the same authority. In 18.*>»i. I>. A. Baker

raised on seven and a half acres—one hundred and
thirty-five bushels of oats per acre. In 18.V2, H. B.

Jackson comes to the front for that year, and reports

one hundred and three bushels of oats raised on one

acre; two years previously the same gentleman raised

one-half acre of potatoes which yielded at the rate of

four hundred und thirty-three bushels per acre.

THE WHEAT 1 ROC—HIUON < Ol XTY.

Y.-«r. Acrv«. Buihels Y.-«r Aeri-* BirnhnU.

1S» .•t.Sti .... Ul.'WI MB.. 1S.9HS) lrr.wfl

rrjn *W.S*1 I*VS 14.3M l*I.S«

MM.... li,MS |N.0*5 . . 14JNS.,. . MMU
iv,-, .. «.orr W>,*17 l-ttis I7.*B... ttttJHt

1*30... . «i.5M Hi 1,1.VI tutu . . SI.7W •
•iiM,W»

18» ntjtsi is;o SMSS.... aai.Tim

1 !>,*«> *K,SSS i*?i I7.IW3 •11S,aM

1*11 suta .... *•».*« 1*78 ... SM3S.... ««,ir7l

•r...vB IST4 SJ.«M

MM ai.»>»

1*01 . njte l.*r l*M tl.WT.. . SM.SM

THE < ORX t BOP— Ill HON rnr-XTY.
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isou 1*75 .-.'••1 i .»rj,aan
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In 1853, the yield of corn was only three hundred

and thirty-two thousand seven hundred and eighty*

nine bushels. The average yield for fifteen years—

1850 to 1804—was seven hundred and eighty-one

thousand one hundred and ninety bushels. The
amount raised in 18*;:! was live hundred and thirty-

five' thousand bushels, and in 1805. seven hundred

and sixtv-two thousand three hundred and forty-two.

Til R W II 1" VT < III 1

1

KJC 1 E

Year. Acre*. Bushels, Year. Acres Bushels.

.. Irtisu IMS .... -,ut 75S87

113 1*3

50.M INrt* ... 9,814 . . MMft
.•si i«s l*il>

.. .. 175. *li 1*70

KM . IS.lflft mm t*:i . 9.7S4 . ... lTOfltH

i-tl 47*

... 1« 1MB. . 1««3* .

•iVI.I.Il 1S75 .

1*44 .. II.M 1ST" 14 |H» .. un.m

THE corn CROP-—KM B rolXTY.

War. Acres. Bnshels Year Acres Bushels,

MM 14.M9. «V:1H 1*>» . .... 14.70.... . . »1 SS!

ISM ... m,m. TS7. 4*7 IHTll. . . .... I».1K5 71J 5*1

1B» 1H7S .. .. 19 ** 7S»»,1J1

«. (town plan

Beattv (town plan

The crop of 1853 amounted to only four hundred

and thirty-nine thousand four hundred and seventy-

nine bushels. The average for fifteen years, 1850

—

18H4, was sixteen thousand seven hundred and

twenty-four acres, with a product of five hundred

and fifty-six thousand three hundred and fifty

bushels.

TANKS—HI KON I OI NTY.

The total amount of taxes in Huron county in 1821,

on personal and village property, was as follows:

Huron township

...
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Clt) • I
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Ri<itf<-nvi.i

.

Monroe ...

.

Sherman ..

Peru

Macksvdle

(Jreeufleld .

.

Florence

—

C'larkarleld

Townsend .

Fltchvllle. .

Black Rlrcr

Klyria .......

Panhary
Nor.*lk
Norwalk. (town plat)

New Haven
Sew Haven, (town plat'

Lyme
New London
Kldridire

Add to Sandusky City

Ka»t hnJf of Venice

Total amount

nsoH
4t» H
It 6*

SI :»

~l -.-it,

* 6S

IS "W

J I,UTS IW

S04 X'

;;s 4S

7 .SSI 0*

Amount of deductions aa per return of Ezra Spraxue
Amount to lie paid to the treasurer

Total land tax of Huron county. In 1*31. was .

Grand total tax for lWl •*.«*> 10

Huron county, in 1821, embraced a large part of

the present county of Lorain, in addition to the whole.

of the Fire-landB.

INTERN \l. REVENtE.

During the war various plans of taxation were

resorted to, in order to help defray it- immense cost.

The amount of money realized in this way from Huron
county, was very large. From July 1, to December
31, 1805, the internal revenue receipts from Huron
county were two hundred and fifty-eight thousand

and ninety-three dollars, while the receipts from Erie

county for the same period were ninety-six thousand

six hundred and ninety-five dollars. By far the

largest amount of this was collected from the dis-

tilleries loeateil at Monroeville ami Hcllcvue. The
tax collected from them for the month of May. 1804,

was one hundred and fifty-eight thousand one hund-

red and sixty dollars and thirty-six cents, of which S.

V. Harkness paid .sixty-nine thousand one hundred

and thirty-two dollars; Woodward & Littlelield, thirty-

eight thousand live hundred and fifty-live dollars,

and I>. M. Harkness & Co., twenty-eight thousand

one hundred and fourteen dollars.

The amount paid by S. V. Harkness for excise on

liquors manufactured from February 21, isr,3, to

December 31, 1804, was three hundred and twenty-

one thousand one hundred and eighty-one dollars and

eighty-nine cents, and for a period of over four

months—from August 11 to December 20, 18G4,

the distillery was not running. Of the two hundred

and fifty-eight thousand and ninety-three dollars

internal revenue for Huron county in the six months
ending December 31, 1805, the various distillers

paid one hundred ami eighty-one thousand four

hundred and fifty-seven dollars, the amount paid by

each Iwing as follows: S, V. Harkness, fifty-nine

thousand live hundred and fifty-seven dollars; II. M.
.Sinclair A Co., forty-four thousand one hundred and
fourteen dollars; A. Woodward, thirty-live thousand

seven hundred and forty-nine dollars: Clary & Co.,

twenty-two thousand six hundred and thirty-three

dollars; La Ibine it Packard, thirteen thousand eight

hundred and fifty-one dollar*; ('. I*. Prentiss, fix

thousand five hundred and fifty-one dollars.

Si TUMI, STATISTICS— III RON COt'XTY.

The Huron county School statistics for 1*71, are

as follows:

Total i ; received during the year. SI ts,7«9 M
of unmarried youth between the a«e* of six and

twenty one boys, S.MJ; Rirls. 5.0W; colored youth, 7S:

total 10.0*7

Number Ix-lween sixteen and twenty one x,7KS

Number of school house* erected during the year tt

Owt SH.iW •»>

Whole numlter pi school houses 1<»

Value of school property IS44.7W 00

Number Of teachers employed: males. 139: females. *H;
total.... .. »l
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9 30 10

9 23 Oil

« si OS

9 » <»

iB

87

7,7M

1.783

A»«r»«T wages of teachers, per month
Males

Females.

Separate districts, male*

Females
Average number of weeks schools were in

Towmthlp primary.

Separate districts, primary

Total number of different pupils enrolled . . .

Average daily attendance

Number of pupils in different branches of study:

Alphabet *»--> Natural Fhilosophy
Reading . - rt.rr.'t Merman
Siielltng C,7<» Algebra
Writing . 5.351 Geometry -

Arithmetic] T,,9W Trlgouotnetry
Geography 'i.-JM Surveying
(irammar .. — <,3V.» Chemistry
L'oniposltlon .

1,33" Oeology
Drawing 7*> Botany
Vocal Music ... I, ."'.»> Astronnmy
U. 8. History *» Book Keeping ....

Physiology 3u Rhetoric
Physical Geography 1*7

INCOME ItKTl-HXS. 1804.

The amounts given below are in excess of the six

hundred dollars exempted by law, also exclusive of

all taxes, dividends mi hank, railroad stock, etc.

Those less than one thousand are omitted. First

district embrac ing Xorwalk, Hidgetield. Lyme. Slier-

nan, Peru. Brom-oii, Hirtlund, Townsend, and

Wakeinan.

FIRsT DIVISION—HIRAM ROSE, ASSESSOR.

'ti-J
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A Ulidsley I,HO
L Thomas 1.510
W. R. Little *,!>«»

H I»eb I,«00
S B Martin 1.077
C E. Newman 3,1 lit

D Packanl tt.73o

Total amount of tax .
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1.1**

I.37H
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T K Strong
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1 ieorge Sawyer
P II Sebuyler
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Edward Williams l.*v.
John Wright ».*»
David Weaver 15,»»
H.M. Wooater ... 1.300
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SECOND DIVISION—JOHN BARNES. ASSESSOR.

John Barnes 91 Ml
J. B Blss. ll « CM)
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The number of horses in Eric county for about

twenty years past has ranged from two extremes.
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J A. Pattison 8.81*
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fi\e thousand seven hundred and thirty-live in 186.5,

and six thousand two hundred and seventeen in 18<>2.

Usually the number has not varied more than a hund-

red from six thousand head for many years.

The number of horses in Huron county has not,

in many years, greatly varied from ten thousand, the

number in 18f;2 being ten thousand four hundred and

eighty-one, and a few years after U'ing reduced to

about nine thousand six hundred.

CHAPTER XVII.

THE PRESS?

Xewspapeiis, more properly than actors, are "the

abstract and brief chronicles of the times." They
not only narrate for the people of a cotemporary age

the passing events, but embalm the facts of the pres-

ent for the information of future generations. They
put on record the present in detail, and as printing is

"the art preservative of all arts," so are the newspa-

pers the preservers and per|»etiiators of current his-

tory. They arc a reflex, as a rule, of the thought and

action of their time; store-houses of facts and fancy;

treasuries of information in regard to the morals

and the men of the time in which they are edited;

unfailing indexes of public opinion, and transcripts

of the minds that make them.

While the editor of a newspaper shows to his read-

ers the various hapjicnings in the world, and com-

ments upon them, he, unconsciously, perhaps, but

nevertheless surely, exhibits his mental and moral

nature, and so it happens that in turning over the

yellow leaves of the old newspajwrs of the Fire-lauds

we know something of the men srho srers then mana-

gers, ami "read between the lines" the records of

their lives and the |>eculiar traits of their character.

A "rent work was accomplished by the pioneer jour-

nalists of the Western Reserve, for they, laboring

against almost every conceivable disadvantage, aided

the development of the country, and each in some

degree bettered the condition of its people by ad-

vancing their thought, and by keeping them abreast

of the world in knowledge of public affairs, politics

and principles. The history of a newspaper can-

not be written. We give only the dry facts of

a course of existence which in some cases has been

long, an«l in some brief, but. we can truly say, in

till, beneficial. The press, in- Huron and Erie coun-

ties has been in the hands of men worthy of their

high office, and it stands the test of comparison with

that of any similar section of country. Its record

has Ikl'ii one of steady development. It has kept

ahead and led the march of improvement. How
great the growth from it- pioneer days, the date of

the "RaiUftgO*' press, ami scanty news facilities, to

the present era of enlarged scope!

We present, in the following, a brief compilation of

facts in regard to the various papers of the past and
present in the Fire-lands:
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THE RAXDL'.SKY < LARIOX.

The pioneer newspaper of the Fire-lands was first

issued upon the 24th of April, 1822. David Camp-
bell, who arrived from the east about 1820, associated

himself with Adonijah Champlin, his brother-in-law,

who, however, never became a partner, and December

15, 1891, issued projwsals ami a prospectus for the

publication of the Ohio Illuminator. The proposi-

tion met with favor from the very start. The business

men and the citizens generally, of Huron county, took

hold of the matter with spirit, and subsequently, lists

were zealously circulated throughout the village and

county in which it wan reasonable to believe a constit-

uency could Ik; secured. The project was so warmly

espoused by the people, that Mr. C'ampl>ell immedi-

ately began preparations for the publication of the

paper in March, as he had in his prospectus promised

to do. He had his types and press on hand by the

10th, but as the subscription lists had not been re-

turned, and being a very cautious kind of man, Mr.

Campbell delayed the publication until he could be

assured of ample support, and consequently the pajn-r

was not issued until the date above given. Id the

time intervening, between the inception of the idea

and its realization, the pioneer editor had met with

some discouraging experiences. His partner, Mr.

Champlin, who had gone east, was prevented by

gickness from returning, and a certain class of the

people, who, then as now, have no doubt of their entire

competency to conduct a newspaper better than the

editor, made objection to the name, Ohio HInotmotor

,

as improper; and perhaps with better reason than

ordinarily possesses fault finders, for the proprietor

seems to have been convinced by them, and in confor-

mity to their wishes adopted the name Sandusky

Clarion. The initial number of the Clarion was, of

course, a folio, in size twenty-four by thirty-eight

inches. It was printed upon heavy, coarse paper, in

the manner of typography then common, all of the

tyi>e in both reading matter and advertisements being

from the same font. It was printed in a small story

and a half building which stood upon the corner of

Columbus avenue and Water street, which was used

also as a dwelling by Mr. Campbell. Subsequently

the om'ce was removed to the " Old White store," and
from thence to the " Old Portland House " on Water
street, which was burned some years after.

In stating the aim of his journalistic endeavors,

Mr. Campbell spoke particularly of the deep interest

that eastern people felt in the progress and develop-

ment of the " Sandusky country." and said that he

should "spare no pains in giving such information

in regard to it as might be interesting to emigrants."

adding that it would " bean agreeable task, if experi-

ence shall warrant it. to correct the unfavorable

reports so prevalent in the western part of New York
ami Pennsylvania relative to the unhealthfulness of

the climate," concluding by asking information in

i repird to the matter. The salutatory closed with the

following paragraph, indicative of the course of the

Clarion, viz: " I am more anxious to form a charac-

ter for the Clarion, by the manner of conducting it,

than by gratuitous promises; these general remarks

may suffice, until time has developed the opinions of

the editors and established the reputation of the

paper."

For a quarter of a century the pioneer paper of the

Fire-lands was conducted upon the plan here fore-

shadowed, and with a degree of success that was

creditable to tho sagacity and probity of its proprie-

tor. He was untiring in his efforts to establish for

his paper a reputation for candor and straight-

forwardness, and made it much more of a news paper

than were most of its contemporary journals, even in

older and better fields. It was the third on the

Western Reserve— the Cleveland Herabl, and the

Western Reserve Chronicle, at Warren, Trumbull

county, then existing. Mr. Campbell was for many
years sole proprietor of the Clarion, but was from the

beginning assisted in the office by his nephew, .John

K. Campbell. The latter finally U'came partner.

After a few years the nephew retired and was suc-

ceeded by Oeorge W., the eldest son of David. As

the other two sons, Itenjamin F. and Henry C, Ik>-

came of age, they were received into the concern,

when the firm name was " I). Campbell ft Sons."

The paper was several times enlarged, and was con-

tinued, under the control of its original proprietor

and his partners for twenty-nine years. Benjamin F.

and Henry C. died many years ago. Ceorge W. is

now, aud has been, for many years past, a resident of

Delaware, Ohio. The father deceased several years

sincfi (July 28, I8»il).

Mr. Campbell was pre-eminently a man of honest,

modest worth in private life, and in professional

capacity ami the combination of admirable traits

made up a character which very naturally won and

held the respect of the people with whom about forty-

years of his life were passed. He died at his residence

in Sandusky, July 28, 1861, at the age of sixty-eight

years.

The paper that he founded in 1822, and which was

for five years the only one in the Fire-lands, was con-

ducted under the name of the Clarion, until it had

attained the age of twenty-five years, when it was

made a daily paper, and its name was changed to the

hail;i Samliisk-ian. In the year 1851, Mr. Campbell

sold the paper and printing office to Karl Mill, now
clerk of the United States district court for the

northern district of Ohio, and Clark Waggoner, after-

wards editor of the Toledo Coinmrn ial. They pub-

lished daily, tri-weekly and weekly editions under the

name of the Coouuercittl lirtjixtrr.

In 1832, the tiles of the Clarion were consumed by

fin-. In 1852, Henry D. Cooke became interested in

the paper and for twelve years it was published by the

firm of Henry D. Cooke ft Co. In 1855, Orville J. Vic-

tor entered the firm, taking charge particularly of the
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local and literary departments of the paper. In 185<»

Messrs. Bill and Waggoner retired, and in tlie fall of

the same year Mr. Victor nl.su left the concern, leaving

Mr. Cooke sole proprietor for a time, but in the fol-

lowing year Mr. C. C. Bill became a partner. Mr.

Cooke retired from the firm to become editor of the

State Journal, auil Mr. Waggoner to take charge of

the Toledo Blade. In May, 180o, the whole estab-

lishment was sold to H. 0. Johnson and A. H. Agard.

In 1801, Mr. Bill accepted the position of United
States marshal. They sold out in 186*) to General

Nettleton and Judge Waterbury, who published the

paper until March, 1809, when the interest of the

former was transferred to I. F. Mack, who in com
pauy with Judge Waterbury conducted the Journal
until the fall of 1870, under the name of the Register

Printing Company. Judge Waterbury retired on the

1st of November, 1870, and from that date until

1874, when Mr. John F. Mack became associated

with his brother as partner. These gentlemen con-
tinue the publication of the h'vyister under the firm

name of I. F. Mack & Bro., and issue three editions

of the Reyhter—daily, tri-weekly and weekly. The
paper is republican in politics, thoroughly edited,

enterprising in its news departments, of good tone
and high repute.

Tit E HEIMBLICAN STAX I» A It l>

was established in 1832 by E. A J. II. Brown, but
had not a remarkably long lease of life. It was de- i

scribed by the fafitctor as being of a super-royal size:

its appearance, decent: its political character, Jeffer-

sonian.

THE COMMKIM IAL A ll V EltTISEH

was issued for the first time in April, 1842, by M.
H. Snyder & Co. It was discontinued in the fall.

THE DEMOCRAT!* ' MIRROR

was started in December, 1842, by William S. Mills

and Sylvester Ross, the same type being used that
had been purchased for the Commercial .Unrtixer.
In 1847, John Mackey purchased an interest in this

paper, and the firm of Mills, Ross & Mackey con-
tinued the publication until May, 1S49, when J. W.
Taylor took the place of Mr. Mackey. In 1853 the
Mirror establishment was void to Joseph and Field-

ing Cable, and the name of the paper was changed to

The Haif City Minor. After a short time the

Cables sold out to Asa Dimmock who, after a few
months, sold to Ray Haddock, Ksij. The daily edi-

tion was discontinued at this time. In May, ls.Vi,

Charles H. Orton, formerly of the XorwajA Experi-

ment, purchased the pa|»er, ami two years later sold

it to his son, T. S. Orton. The publication of the

paper was suspended about a year after.

THE HA ifDUSKY JOURNAL,

In the fall of 1X05, Messrs. A. D. Kinney and
F. B. Culver opened a job printing office, and the

]

8

next year J. C. and A. I). Kinney began the publica-

tion of a weekly paper called the Sandusky Journal.

It. was started as independent in politics, but in the

Greeley movement it advocated Greeley's election,

and the local candidates of that party. It is now
identified with the Democratic party.

THE IXTKU.MJENTE HLATT.

In 1851, Messrs. Augustus Rieinniele and Herman
Ruep commenced the publication of the first German
paper in the city, and gave it the name of the hilrUi-

yeate Blatt. Mr. Ruep was the editor. Mr. Ruem-
mele was accidentally killed on the Mad River & Lake

Eric R. R., near Castalia. in September, 1S57. The
paper was continued by Ruep ft Co. till 1859: Ruep
and Frederick Kelly, editors. In the latter year, the

concern was sold to Messrs. Jacob Neuert, H. Hamel-
stein and Charles Bachy. J. Lippart was the editor.

In November, of the same year, the concern was sold

to Engle & Co., and the paper was then edited by

A. Thieme and Frederick Reidliug. In May, 1661,

Mr. Beidling became the sole editor and proprietor.

The Blaft was a democratic paper till 1854*. when
it became republican.

THE ItAYsTADT DEMOKHAT.

In 185(5, the second German pa|>er was commenced
by Louis Traub, and edited by H. Ran, and was

called the Bay*tatU Lhmokrat. In the fall of the

same year, it was sold to Frederick Hertel, sole pro-

prietor and editor. It was democratic. In 1873,

Messrs. Hertel, Senn and Ernst, who were joint

owners and editors, changing the name to the San-
dusky Democrat. About a year ago, Mr. Ernst sold

out to Mr. Senn, who is now sole owner and editor.

Several other German papers have, at different times,

been started, but fnilecj to be sustained.

MILAN.

THE MILAN FREE PRE.ss

was started in February, 183d, by Warren .Jenkins,

and discontinued in April of the following year, the

editor removing to Sandusky where he began the pub-
lication of an anti-masonic paper.

THE MILAN TRIRU2CE

was published here from 1843 to 1851. by ( lark Wag-
goner.

THE MILAN ADVERTISE K.

was first issued by its present proprietor about the first

of December. 1809, as an advertising sheet until after

the holidays. It was issued weekly for six weeks, and
subsequently every fortnight for three months. Until
the first of April it was issued for free circulation,

but at that date it was made a regular publication as

a five-colum folio, the subscription being fixed at one
dollar per year. It was soon after enlarged to six

columns, and in June, ls;:>, was made a <emi
column pa|R'i\ and the price was advanced to one dol-

lar and fifty cent* per year. Upon' the 1st of January,
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187'J, the paper was changed to the quarto form and

made five columns in size—just double the size at

which it wus started, and without further increase of

price. It is now in its tenth year, and is still under

the management of its original proprietor and editor,

A. H. Balsley, who is a^so the owner, manager and

editor of the Fiudlav, Hancock county. Jejfemoiniin,

and the Attica. Seueea county, Jouninf.

HI HON

THE COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER.

The first: newspaper published in Huron was the

Huron Commercial Advertiser, a weekly journal is-

sued January 17th. 1837, by H. C. Gray, now a

resident of Paiuesville, Ohio. The press was de-

stroyed by fire December 12. 1838. Another press

was obtained, and the publication resumed March 2,

183(t. and continued till April, 1842.

THE BEACON.

The publication of another weekly journal, the

Huron tiemun, by Mr. Haddock, was commenced in

1853, and discontinued the next year.

THE TIMES.

Huron next had the licnefit of the Huron Times,

published by James L. Sweeny, hut as Huron patron-

age was too limited to support a literary journal of

that class. Mr. Sweeny moved to Sandusky, and com-

menced publishing a Sunday journal.

HURON COUNTY—NORWALK.
THE REi'ORTEK.

Here was issued, in 1827, the second paper pub-

lished in the Fire-lands, the Norwalk Reporter. Its

editors and publishers were John P. McArdlc and

Henry Buckingham. The former had, as early aa

1814, published a paper at Clinton, Ohio, and later at

Mount Vernon, being one of the oldest printers in

the State. The Reporter was published, at a later

date, by McArdle and 0. T. Buckingham, under the

firm name of G. T. Buckingham & Co.. and was dis-

continued in 1830. This paper was printed upon a

Ramage press, the second that crossed the Alleghanies,

obtained in Englaud, and first used in 1794, at Wash-

ington, Pennsylvania. It was afterwards removed to

Sandusky, and from thence to Tittin.

THE R El LECTOR.

The Huron Reflector, now the oldest paper in the

Fire-lands, was first issued February 2. 1830. It was

published at Norwalk. upon a Stanbury, and with

new type (small pica), brought bj wagon from Cin-

cinnati for the purpose. The paper was of neat ap-

pearance and large size. Its publishers and proprie-

tors were Samuel Preston and O. T. Buckingham,

under the firm name of Pn ston & Buckingham. Mr.

Buckingham retired upon the 1st of August, 1831,

and the publication of the paper was continued by

Samuel Preston ft Co., until 1834, when the partner-

ship was dissolved, ami a new firm was constitued by

Mr. Preston and his son C. A. Preston, by whom it

was published until the death of the former in March,

1852. The paper was then published for two years

! by C. A. Preston and F. Wickhatn, when the latter

gentleman became sole proprietor. John K. Osborne

was connected with the paper, as editor, in 1843, and

G. T. Stewart from 1848 to 1851. inclusive.

F. Wickham retained the sole ownership of the

pa[ier until 18G5. when the proprietorship was chauged

to the firm of F. & W. S. Wickham. W. S. Wick-

ham withdrew October 1. 1873, and his place in the

partnership was filled by James G. Gibbs.

The Stanbury press, of which the first editors wore

doubtless very proud, gave place, many years ago, to

an improved power press, and this again was improved

upon by the introduction, in 1872. of one of the Cin-

cinnati cylinder presses, of the mammoth size. An
engine was put in at the same time, and the first

steam printing in Huron county wr.s performed dur-

ing that year at the Reflet-tor office. It was also in

1872 that the paper was changed in form from the

old fashioned folio to a seven column quarto. The
Reflector was originally independent in politics, but

about 1835 esj>oused the cause of the whigs, and upon

the formatiou of the republican party, became an ex-

ponent of its principles.

THE WESTERN I NTELLIOENOER

was started in June, 1833, by John Keruan and

Myron H. Tilden. which, about six months later, be-

coming the property of the latter, was removed to

Milan.

THE EXPERIMENT

was first tried in 1835.- the first number being issued

upon August 20th, by Samuel S. Hatch and Joseph

M. Farr, and having a very creditable appearance.

It was democratic in politics, and bore conspicuously

printed at the head of its columns the names of Mar-

tin Van Buren and Richard M. Johnson, as candi-

dates for the presidency and vice presidency of the

United States. The paper was strongly and fearlessly

edited. Up to August. 1843, the proprietorship of

the paper remained unchanged, but at that time Mr.

natch withdrew, and Mr. Farr continued alone until

the fall of 1845. when he sold out to Charles J. Or-

ton, Esq. Mr. Farr again became proprietor in the

year 1841, and remained in possession until 1854. In

this year .Fames H. Rule and W. W. Redfield then

became owners of the paper, ami remained in part-

nership until Angu<t 31. 1858, when Mr. Rule re-

tired. Mr. Redfield remained in charge until August,

18G5, when he sold out the office to I. F. & J. I*.

Clark. In May. 1809, the paper was purchased again

by Mr. Redfield, who has since then Keen ir> exclusive

owner, though the establishment was leased to Messrs.

.1. H. ft C. H. Rule, on the 24th of May. 1*7*. for

one year. At the end oj that time Mr. Redfield again

took sole control of the pajier till November, 12. 1^77.
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when C. H. Rule became a partner in the office, since

which time the publishing firm of the Experiment

hat* been Redfield & Rule.

The paper at a very early day in its existence out-

grew the modest meaning of the name its founders

chose for it, Mid has ever since been making advance-

ment, so that while it is by name the Es/ieriiucnt, it

is in reality a very thoroughly established enterprise.

It is the second oldest paper in the Fire-lands.

THE HURON COUNTY CHRONICLE

was started in March, 1875, by George B. Pratt and

E. J. Hammer, and after passing through several

ownerships, iu the spring of 18T8, came into the

hands of Findley & Dodds, who have since then con-

ducted it to the satisfaction of a large number of

patron* Though young, it is well established, and

favorably known.

THE HURON < OUNTY DEM0K RAT,

the only (Jerann newspaper in Huron county, was

started in 1877, by Hammer A Barr, and the present

proprietor, Martin Ruff, became its owner in June of

the same vear. It was started as a republican pa|>er,

but is now democratic.

BBLLBVUE.*

The newspajwr, the great engine of modern pro-

gress and enlightenment, has had a history in the

village of Bellevue very like that of the early pioneer

settlers— a history of adversities and failures, and of

ultimate success. To-day there are two newspa|»ers

in Bellevue. generously supported by as enlightened

and thrifty people as this country can boast.

The first venture was made by (I. \V. Hopkins, iu

the fall of 1851. He ojHMied an office in the old

Howard house—now defunct—on Monroe street, and

issued

Til E HKI.LEV I'K OAZETTE,

with the still more pretentious title of Huron,

Seneca, Erie, and Sandusky Advertittr, having a

spread eagle at its mast-head, bearing a scroll

with "open to all" emblazoned upon it. The
paper was a five-column folio, iu coarse type, de-

voted to current news and the ventilation of such

ideas as contributors were ambitious to furnish.

C. C. Cook, at present chief of the village fire de-

partment, served in the capacity of "devil," thus

being the first "printer's devil." His most vivid

remembrance is that of his duty to ink the forms on

an old wooden Franklin press— a duty with little

sentiment and no poetry to allure him on to contin-

ued service. The people felt disposed to give the

paper a fair support, but its editor was a victim to

that human bane— strong drink; so, after a brilliant

but brief career of six months, the Hedgehog per-

ished.

• By H. r. Baler

EWE COUNTIES, OHIO. 59

In April of 18(51, Mr. (). B. Chapman opened a

printing office in Squire's block, corner of Main and

Sandusky streets, and issued

THE BKI.I.EVUE INDEPENDENT,

a seven-column folio, devoted to general and local

news. This was the first year of the great rebel-

lion, and it would seem that the stirring events of

those times should furnish the necessary pabulum to

make it a success. But it continued only a short

time, and then perished for reasons not now apparent.

We now come to consider the first successful paj>er

established in the village—one to which the town is

largely indebted for many of its most valued im-

provements, being always intensely devoted to the

welfare of the place and the advocacy of snch public-

works and measures as would secure its greatest pros-

perity. We therefore think its editor worthy of more

than a passing notice. Mr. E. P. Brown says of him-

self that he was born at Oxford, Ohio, March 5, 1842,

of distressingly poor but outrageously honest parents,

and claims that the laws of hereditary transmission

have not, therefore, allowed him a fair chance. His

early life was one of toil, with little advantage in the

way of education, an old darkey preacher being his

best tutor, but was successful in obtaining a "sheep-

skin" in a public school and valedictory honors. He
learned the trade of printer in the office of the-Oxford

C'ititcn at the age of fourteen, when he obtained em-

ployment in a Cincinnati job office. He enlisted in

the Thirteenth Ohio volunteer infantry at Crbana,

Ohio, in 1801, and fought the enemies of his country

for two years, lacking a week—serving in all the en-

gagements of that regiment until the battle of Shiloh.

when a rebel bullet between the eyes placed him /tor*

(Ik combnt. He was left for dead, anil was thus

reported, and had the pleasure of reading his own
obituary, containing much of a laudatory nature, u

privilege seldom accorded the human family: but.

subsequent events show him to be an exceedingly

lively corpse. His wound gave him an honorable

discharge from the Thirteenth, but he finally re-

entered the army in the one hundred day service as

substitute for a Dutchman, in the One Hundred and

Sixty-Seventh regiment, receiving three hundred
dollars therefor. After the close of the war, Mr.

Brown casually made the acquaintance of William

L Meyers, of the Tiffin Tribune, who proved a

fast, firm friend, and proved that, since Bellevue

was an excellent place to establish a paper, thev

embark together in the enterprise. Thev did so,

but, at the end of the first six weeks, Mr. Meyers be-

came discouraged and sold his interest to his partner

for four hundred and fifty dollars, on a year's time.

Mr. Brown himself had had but two years' experience

iu editorial work, ami never managed an office on
his own responsibility, hence he entered upon it

with fear and trembling, almost certain he would
fail inside the first six months. The outfit of type

was purchased of the Franklin foundry, amount-
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ing to eight hundred ami twenty-three dollars. A
six-column Washington hand press I a half-medium

Wells' jobber was purchased second hand of other

parties for two hundred and thirty-seven dollars.

This comprised the outfit. <>n Saturday, August lit,

mr.7. the first number of

THE BELLEVl'E HAZETTE

Saw the light. The interest taken hy the business

men in the success of the paper, is shown by the ma-
terial aid they accorded it. C. A. Willard, a leading

business man, solicited all the subscriptions. Busi-

ness men pledged one thousand two hundred dollars,

deposited in Sinclair's bank, to be paid at the first

lssue.and taken in advertising during the first year,

which was conscientiously done, and made the capital

used by the energetic, intelligent and careful manage-
ment of Mr. Urown, insuring .success.

At the time the first number was printed, an all-

absorbing interest gathered around the press. In-

deed, the room was full, and as the clean, handsome
twenty-fonr-eolumu sheet was taken off the press,

Mr. Will ud's rhapsody was beyond expression. IVter

Brady, present village mayor, was present, and as

deeply interested as any until, in looking over the

church notices, the blunder was discovered of dub-
bing him Rev. Peter Brady, pastor of the Catholic

church. This was too much, and any idea the editor

may have had that Mr. Brady was a member of the

clerical profession, was immediately dispelled then

and there. Proper correction being made, the print-

ing of the edition proceeded.

I'ndcr Mr. Brown's careful management and the

fulfilment of every anticipation the citizens may have

had as to the benefits the village would derive from

the paper, it proved an uubouuded success, and all

fears on his part of a failure were dispelled like clouds

before the morning sun. In the course of the next

three years Mr. Brown purchased a Hoc cylinder rail-

road press at a bargain, one which originally belonged

to Dan Rice, and was used to print his show bills.

This enabled him to branch out in the business. He,

therefore, engaged in furnishing reads prints for other

office*, and introduced steam. Business increased on

his hands until Mr. Aiken, the originator of the

ready print method of publishing newspapers, made
him a very advantageous offer to accept the manage-

ment of a new establishment in Cincinnati, which he

did. and ultimately became as he is uow the sole pro-

prietor—only another example of what pluck, energy

and L-ood management will do.

Mi. E. J. Hammer bought the (fimftr when Mr.
Brown went to Cincinnati, entering upon its manage-
ment duly 1. Is] 4. Mr. Hammer was not a huge
man. but had large ideas aspiring to greater things

than the conduct of a one horse country paper.

Although that wa* very well done, yet his more
ambitious views led him to unite with A B. Pratt

to start the Xorn'nU- i'hr«ni< l,- which being a count v

paper, was a step, at least, in the direction of Kv-

celsior. He finally turned the (itnrfft over to his

father. Rev. George Hammer, of Van Wert. Ohio.

The old gentleman, though very kindly disposed, had

little or no practical skill in the publishing business,

hence found it an elephant on his hands. In the

spring of 18tT, he sold it to Messrs. ('. D. Stoner

and S. C. Thompson, the present proprietors, under

whose care the paper thrive*, rinding a cordial,

generous support among the jn-oplc of the community,
whose attachment for an old friend was proof against

mismanagement of the former proprietors, as well as

the machinations of enemies.

At the time. Mr. E. .1. Hammer had started the

('It roiiick-. and therefore contemplated the sale of the

Gazette, us well as removal to Xorwalk, H. K. Baker,

son of Hiram Baker, one of the early pioneer settlers

in Lyme township, proposed to buy it, but unable to

agree upon the pi n e, he decided to purchase new ma-

terial and start another pajier. He had really noex-

)»erience in the printing business, but his sou, H. L.

Baker, had mastered some of the intricacies of the

trade in the G'W-tfr office, and having a natural tact

for it. they together hoped to make their venture a

succe**. This determination was acted upon: an

office was opened in the new I'nion block, and on

Thursday. October tl, 1875, the first number of

TUB BBLLBVL'E LOCAL JtEWH

was issued. The paper flourished from the start.

Being managed with full average ability, ami by those

brought up in the community, well versed in all its

lore, it represent* the local interests of the town with

greater intensity than any other has been aide to do.

In April. Istf*. Mr. Baker purchased the old Burling- „

ton stone building, contiguous to the new city hall,

and tearing down the old front, rebuilt of brick in

the same style of the city hall, which together make
as fine u block among the many fine business houses,

as the town can boast. The proprietors put steam

presse* and an engine into their new quarters, and

*re now conducting a flourishing bu*uic**.
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PLYMOUTH.

THE PLYMOUTH ADVERTISER

was founded October «, 1853, by James Robinson

and D. R. Locke (Nasby. ) Two years later it was dis- i

posed of to A. H. Balder, of St. Clairsvillc. 0., who I

continued in its management till January 3o. 1869,
Jwhen he disposed of it to Mr. J. M. Beelman, of

Plymouth. I'p to that time it was n seven column

folio and the only paper in that part of Richland

and Huron counties. In August, 1872, J. Frank

Beelman was a Itnitti-d as a partner in the business,

and in December. 187'j, he purchased the remaining

interest in the paper and is now both editor and pro-
|

prietor. The Advertiser has ever been a republican

paper.

MONROEV ILL E.

THE MONROEVU.LE SPECTATOR

was tirst issued October. l8To, by J. F. (.'lough,

as a seven column folio, and was enlarged to an eight

column soon after. It was subsequently made a six

column tpinrto. The paper was purchased by L. M.

Wilkinson September 7. 1870, and he assigned the

management to \V. H. Wilkinson, who is at present

in charge.

THE MONROEV1LLE NEWS

was established October 10, 1878, by C. W. Clough

as a seven column folio, and was afterwards changed

to a five column quarto. The publication was sus-

pended in 1879. Both of these papers were neutral

in politics.

NEW LONDON.

THE AOITATOH.

The first paper in New London was the Agitator,

published for a short time by Mr. Brewster.

THE NEW LONDON TIMES
•

was started by Charles E. Manchester, just before

the close of the war. The paper eked out an exis-

tence for two years and died for waut of support.

The material was purchased by a number of New-

London merchants and about a year after Manches-

ter's failure Mr. E. L. Atkinson, of West Salem,

began the publication of the Times. He was com-

pelled to suspend iu less than a year.

THE NEW LONDON RECORD

was started in 1870 by F. A. Whit more. In 1 s 7
>

he left town and George W. Runvan, the present

owner, then an employe in the office, purchased the

material and began issuing the paper as his own.

Soon after the entire office was destroyed by tire, but

upon January 1, 1873. he began again with new mate-

rial, and succeeded so well that a year later he was

obliged to enlarge his paper to the size of an eight

column quarto.

ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO. (il

FAIRFIELD

THE NORTH FAIRFIELD OAZKTTF.

was a short-lived paper, started in 1857 by the Rev.

Robert McCune and J. R. Robinson. It was suc-

cessively but not successfully owned by Robinson &
Lee and by 0. B. Chapman. During its short career

the paper was well edited and readable.

WAKEMA N.

THE Rl V EH>1 DE ECHO *

was a small paper, started in 1873 by Melvin Lewis.

It was enlarged from a four column quarto to a six

column, and in 1875 was removed to North Amherst,

Lorain county. September 18th, 1875,

THE WAKEMAN PRESS

was established by G. II. Mains. The office was

sold out in March, 1877, to A. E. Mains, G. H.

Mains acting as manager.

In this county pajiers have also been published

recently at Chicago Junction and Collins. The
former was known as the Herald, and its proprietor

j

was O. J. Powell, formerly of Wapakonettn. The
paper was so short-lived as to be hardly worthy of

mention. The Collins paper was the property of

Frank Miles. It was issued as a monthly until it

reached its sixth or seventh number, and was then

absorbed by the Wakeman Independent Press.

CHARTER XVIII.

THE FIRE-LAN DB HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

The initial movement toward the organization of

the Fire-lamls Historical Society was made, when,

upon May, 20, 1857, a few prominent pioneers as-

sembled informally at the court house, actuated with

the laudable desire of making an effort to preserve

from oblivion the early history of the settlement of

the "sufferers" land—a land bought with the ashes

of happy ruined homes. There were but a few per-

sons present—Piatt Benedict, Rev. Alfred Betts,

Philo Wells. Phil.. Adams, Seth A. Adams. Horace

Hall, P. N. Schuyler, and Hanev Fowler. After

some consultation upon the ftasihibility of effecting

an organization, the meeting was adjourned to June,

17th. But little was accomplished beside the ap-

pointment, upon motion, of the Rev. Alfred Betts,

of a committee of two person-, in each township,

whose duty it should be to collect and reduce to

writing, all facts and statistics, in relation to the

early settlement of their respective townships, and

report the same to the secretary. The committees

were constituted as follows:

Vermillion, Win, II. Crane. John Morgan: Flor-

ence, T. S. Fuller, D. Chandler; Wakeman, J. Sher-

man, C. Manvel; New London. J. Miller, Thomas
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Smith: Rnggles, B. Sturtevant, H. Sackett: Green-

wich, J. Barnes, S. H. Gibson; Fitchville, J. C. Cur-

tis*, K. Palmer; Hartland, Elijah Bills, I). Minor;

Townsend, I). H. Manville, B. Benson; Berlin, I.

Fowler, Z. Phillips: Huron. Rev. 8. Marks, Rev. H.

C. Taylor: Milan, A. Minnie, 0. B. Choate; Nor-

walk, Piatt Benedict, Dolen Read: Bronson, M. Kel-

logg, D. Warren; Fairfield. Dr. J. X. Campbell, A.

Benson; Ripley, Gen. D. G. Barker, Wra. Bacon;

New Haven, R. Bly, A. Brewbakcr; Greenfield, S. C.

Parker, H. -.Spencer; Peru, S. Atherton, It. Eaton;

Ridgefield, Rev. E. Eaton, John Sowers; Oxford,

Wm. Parish, A. W. Prout: Perkins, .1. House, Gen.

W. D. Lindsley; Portland, Hou. E. Cooke, F. D.

Parish; Margaretta, H. Fowler, Rev. C. Smith; Gro-

ton, E. Bemiss, S. Rash; Lyme, L. G. Harkness. J.

K. Campbell; Sherman, J. Manley, C. Bloomer;

Norwich, G. H. Woodruff, .1. H. Niles; Richmond,

D. Sweetland, J. Geesy; Danburv, William Kelley,

Frank Dwelly; Kelley's Island. Hat us Kelley; Clarks-

field, 8. Husted, E. M. Barnum.

The above committees were afterwards somewhat

changed. Z. Phillips was appointed for the township

of Berlin, in place of S. Fowler; Charles B. Sim-

mons, for Greenfield, in place of J. C. Parker: Robert

Carpenter, for New London, in place of Thomas
Smith; James Cudderback, of Vermillion, in place of

William Morgan; A. G. Stewart, of New Haven, in

place of Rouse Bly; Levi R. Sutton was added to the

committee for Peru, and William W. Pollock, to the

Ridegfield committee. A number of other changes

were made before the work assigned to the commit-

tees was completed, but they remained substantially

the fame.

A grand reunion of the pioneers was held at

Norwalk on the Fourth of July, 185?, which created

much enthusiasm, and brought many of the early

settlers to a fuller realization of the importance of

gathering the early history of the settlement and de-

velopment of the country. An address was delivered

by the Hon. Elentheros Cooke, of Sandusky.

June 17, 1857, another meeting was held, at which

the following officers were elected: Piatt Benedict,

president; William Parish, Elentheros Cooke, Z.

Phillips, Seth ('. Parker, John H. Niles, vice presi-

dents; Charles A. Preston, treasurer; Philip N.

Schuyler, recording secretary; F. 1). Parish, G. T.

Stewart, corresponding secretaries.

Piatt Benedict held the office of president until his

death on the 24th of October, 18«JG. At the annual

meeting in 1807, Judge Zalmunna Phillips was chosen

to the office. He held it until 1875, when P. N.

Schuyler was elected president.

The objects of the Fire-lands Historical Society

as declared in the constitution, are to collect and pre-

serve in pro|K>r form the facts constituting the full

history of the Fire-lauds; also, to obtain and preserve

an authentic and general statement of their resources

ami productions of all kind*.

In pursuance of this object, the society held annual

and i|uarterly meetings, which were addressed upon
topics of historical interest, by the prominent pio-

neers; established a valuable cabinet of curiosities,

aud began the publication of The Fire- Laiuis Pioneer.

This publication was first issued in the form of a neat

pamphlet, from the press of the Sandusky J!e</i*fer,

in 1858. Thirteen volumes have been issued,—the

last bearing the date July, 1878—cotrtaining sketches

of the townships, personal memoirs, dissertations

upou various appropriate subjects, obituaries of de-r

ceased pioneers, and miscellaneous selections of in-

teresting matter.

The society has performed- a work which can only

with difficulty be appreciated by those who have had

no practical knowledge, through experience, of the

arduonsness of the task. The meetings have been

held with regularity, and have been prolific in good

results, among which the chief is, perhaps, the fur-

therance of social well being, the creation of new and

the strengthening of old friendships, the awakening

of sympathetic feeling, and the revival of happy

memories of the olden time. The work of securing

from oblivion the facts of the early settlement of

the country, ami the memoirs of the sturdy, brave

souls who developed it, is one which will be more

fully and widely appreciated as the years roll on, and

the last of the honored pioneers of the Fire-lands has

passed over to the great majority.

AGKICILT L' R A L.

THK Ft HST SOCIETY IN THE FIRE-LANDS.

In pursuance of a notice published in the Huron
Reflector in 1833, a meeting was held at the Court

House in Norwalk, on the last Friday of June, and

then and there was effected the organization of the

Huron County Agricultural Society, the first of the

kind in the Fire-lands. The following officers were

elected : President, Amos Woodward: Vice Presi-

dent, Timothy Baker; Directors, Lemuel Morse. Le\i

Barwtum. lister Cone, John Milieu, John Fulton,

Aaron Corbit. Ariuiah Eaton, Win. P Mason, Daniel

Beach. Charles B. Simmons; Treasurer. Encn Boalt:

Secretary, John V. Vrcdenburgh.

The first fair was held in the fall of 1833. An
address was delivered l-y T. B. Sturges, K- <. The
premium for the kM acre of corn was awarded to

George Powers, who had a yield of sixty-three

bushels; best half acre of potatoes, John Daune, one

hundred bushels: kst half acre beet-, John V.

Vredenburgh. The only article in the line of "house-

hold utensils" on exhibition was "an improved cook-

ing stove." upon which William Gallup took a

premium.

After the division of Huron county, the society

was reorganized, and had for several years an exist-

ence under the name of the Huron and Erie Counties"

Agricultural Society. In 1S.V>. the directors adopted

a series of resolutions, in which they expressed them-

selves as believing that the general interests of agri-
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culture would be best subserved by the existence of

separate societies in each of the counties of Huron

and Erie. The resolutions were only adopted after a

warm debate. In accordance with a resolution that

a committee of three from each county be appointed,

to close up and adjust the fuuds belonging to the

society, C. E. Newman, I). A. Baker and Giles Boalt

were appointed from Huron, and J. F. Reynolds,

H. Chase and L. S. Stowe from Erie. This com-

mittee held a meeting at Milan, and reported that

they had found in the treasury *511.10. of which

amount they gave Huron county * 209.06 and

Erie 1812.04.

The year following the dissolution (1855) was

formed the •

ERIE COUNTY AG RIC't'LTl'RA L SOCIETY.

A meeting was held at Huron in February, at

which a constitution was adopted and the following

officers elected : President, J. T. Reynolds; Vice

President, Harvey Chase; Secretary. F. I). Parish;

Treasurer, Charles N. Ryan; Directors, R. EL Rogers,

Margaretta ; John Thompson, Berlin ; A. W.

Pro-lit, Sr., Oxford; Elijah Bemis, Groton; Elam

Ward, Milan.

The first anuual fair of this society was held at San-

dusky, in the month of October, 1855. The commit-

tee of arrangements consisted of the following gentle-

men: J. F. Reynolds, F. D. Parish, F. T. Barney,

P. Gregg and II. B. Lane. The fair was a great suc-

cess, and the prosperity of the society, in that its first

essay in the systematic encouragement of agriculture,

was the first in a now long series of successful exhi-

bitions. The society has tine grounds iu Sandusky,

is generally regarded as one of the strongest local

organizations of the kind in the State, and its activity

and prosperity is constantly upon the increase.

HI ROV rOl NTV AfiKM I I.TI KAL SOCIETY.

Pursuant to a call published in the county papers,

a large number of citizens interested in agriculture

met iu Everett's Hall, in Fairfield, January 17, 1855,

for the purpose of effecting the formation of a county

agricultural society. The society then and there

organized was the Huron County Agricultural Society.

G. T. Stewart, Samuel Atherton 2d, Union White,

B. T. Hunt and A. McPherson were appointed a com-

mittee to draw up a constitution, which they did to

the satisfaction of the convention, as it was immedi-

ately adopted. Fifty-two members united with the

society and signed the constitution. The following

officers were elected: Union White, president; D. A.

Baker, Benj. H. Hiukler, vice presidents; W. Mana-

han. treaflirer; J. C. Curtiss, Jr.. secretary.

The society held three fairs at Olena and one at

Fairfield, after which the place of exhibition was

changed to Xorwalk, where it has ever siuce been.

Until 1872, the society had the use of grouuds which

were insufficient and unsuitable for their purpose, but

in that year the present grounds were purchased of

John Gardiner, and were, sometime subsequently,

fitted up by the erection of buildings, stalls and vari-

ous improvements, at a cost amounting to eight

thousand dollars, five thousand of which was a sub-

scription fund.

In 1875, the society was still iu debt over six thou-

sand three hundred dollars: and, in accordance with

an act of the legislature, and the question being sub-

mitted to the people by a popular vote, the township of

Norwalk paid to John Gardiner, from an unexpended

fund raised by taxation for railroad purposes, but

declared unconstitutional, tlfe sum of six thousand

three hundred and fifty dollars, receiving from him a

warranty deed of the thirty acres of land included in

the fair ground. The township then, through its

trustees, leased the grounds to the Huron County

Agricultural Society for a term of twenty-five years,

to expire in the year 1900, for a consideration of only

twenty-five dollars per year, the agricultural society

being bound, under forfeiture of its lease, to keep in

good condition the grouuds, trees and shrubbery, to

maintain its organization, and to hold upon these

grounds annual fairs.

The first fair held upon the new grounds was in

1873, and was very successful. The committee of

improvements consisted of Giles Boalt, O. W. Haws,

J. W. Bostwickand John Gardiner.

THE 111' RON* COCNTY MIBLE SOCIETY,

an auxiliary of the American Bible Society, is the

oldest organization existing in the territory, at pres-

ent, included in Huron and Erie counties. It was

organized in 1825. Upon March 15th of that year,

a meeting was held in Norwalk of " sundry inhabit-

ants of Huron county, (a nuinlwr of citizens from

various and distant parts of the county.)" Piatt

Benedict was called to the chair, and Zachariah

Marvin appointed clerk. After adopting a constitu-

tion, the meeting was adjourned. On June 6th,

another meeting was held, at which the first officers

who served the society, were elected. They were the

followtug: President, Ichabod Marshall; Vice Presi-

dents, Robert S. Southgate, of Bronson; George G.

Baker, of Florence; Jabez Wright, of Huron;

Timothy Baker, of Norwalk; Amos Woodward, of

Lyme: John B. Johnson, of New London; Moor Far-

well, of Sandusky, and Ephraim Munger, of Milan;

Corresponding Secretary, Ralph Lock wood; Recording

Secretary, Zachariah Marvin: Treasurer, Milton Jen-

nings; Directors, William Kelley, of Perkins: .Richard

Fally, of Margaretta; Francis Strong, of Lyme;
Andrew Hauford, of Sherman; Elisha Steward, of

New Haven; Eli Holaday. of Greenfield: Harry 0.

Sheldon, of Peru: Zebediah Morse, of Ridgetield;

James Strong, of Oxford; Pliilo Adams, »f Huron;

Jasper Miles and Bildad Adams, of Milan: Piatt

Benedict, of Norwalk; Nathan Tanner, of Bronson;

Joseph Crawford, of Fairfield: Samuel Brown, of

Greenwich: Bundle Palmer, of Fitchville; Obadiah

Jenuey, of Clarksfield; Kb S. Barnum. of Florence;
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Clark, of Vermillion: Benjamin Bailey, of

Town send: John Fuller, of Eldridge: Justus Miner,

of Wakeman: Azel Miner, of New London: Bradford

Stnrtevant, of Rnggles; Joseph Hamsdell, of Dan-

bury, and Gavins M linger, of York, Sandusky county.

This society celebrated in 18TS, its fifty-third anni-

versary. Its life has been, as might be supposed

from its strong organization, a" vigorous one, and its

work extensive and valuable.

MEDICAL.

Dr. Moses ('. SandersVas the president of the first

medical society that had an existence in the Fire-lands.

This is a fact shown by the appearance of his name
signed to a call for a meeting of the society, June 4,

182*2, and published in May of the same year, in the

Sandusky Clarion. Nothing further appears in re-

gard to this medical society, in the files of old news-

papers, and the records, if there ever were any, are

now undiseoverable. It is probable that the organiza-

tion had but a short life, for

THE KOI' KTKKXTH IHSTHUT MKUK'AI. SOCIETY

was organized in IH24, and as it was a large, and for

a number of years a very prosperous society, it in all

likelihood crowded the smaller one out of existence.

Following is the first newspaper mention of this or-

ganization:

Medkal None* frirsuant t< > an actio incorporate rn.-dical societies

for the purpose at re ulatlng the practice of physic and surgery in thla

8«*te. I herehy notify tht- mrdk-al gentlemen, resident In the counties of

Richland. Huron, Lornin. Sandusky and Seneca that a meeting will be

botdenat Xorwalk. tBe last Tuesday of May next, at ten oVine*, am .for

the purpose of organizing a medical society uitreeahle to said act It Is

expected that there will be a genera] attendance <.f phyticians of this

district, as the eleventh section ,.f the act pruvide* that no person, other

than '.•Tubers of one or the medical societies In this State shall lie per

mitted to practice physic or surgery after the 1st of July next.

Nob«*uc, April 1«. isii Daniel Tilden

The above and the following are from the Sandusky

Clarion, the latter being in the isMioof June 2, 1824.

CCwm-McATioK i>IWtMl to the act. on ihe r>th Instant, came on at

Xorwalk the flr.t meeting of the Fourteenth Medical S-H-iety in this

State. The meeting was full, and upon the whole, we were much
pleased wilh tin- respectable display of parchment At three o'clock

thegeutliueu present proceeded to organize by choosing—

Dr. Tilden. of Xorwalk. president; I»r Anderson. of Saudusky. view

president: I>r Mantor, of Elyrla. secretary; l)r Fay. of Milan, treas-

urer; I>r, Lucas. t,f I'ni .otown ; Dr. <! «' Miller, of Mansfield; l)r

Baker, of Florence; l>r Sanders, of Peru; l>r Strong, of Blooming-

The annual meet in^ of 1
*-.'.'> was also held at

Norwalk. a number "f new members were received

and tlie following officers elected: Nathan H.

Mantor, president; John B. Johnson, vice president:

Amos B. Harris, -ecreiaiv; Lyniuu Kay. treasurer:

George G. Baker, Most'* c. Sanders. Daniel Tilden.

Eli Dresbuck and Charles K. Ford, censor*.

The tbirtl annual meeting was held May :$o, 1826,

anil the following officers elected: Mo-es C. Santlcrs,

president: George Anderson, vice president; Amos B.

Harris, secretary; LyiMttn Fav. treasurer; George G.

Baker, Daniel Tilden. Nathan II Mantor, Daniel

Brainard, Jr.. ami Joel Luther, ccnuorp.

The fourth meeting was held at Norwalk on the

29th of May, 1847, and the officers elected were as

follows: Allen (i. Miller, president: George G.

Baker, vice president; A. B. Harris, secretary;

Lyman Fay, treasurer: George 6. Baker, William

F. Kittredge, Moses C. Sanders. Daniel Tilden, and
Eli Dresback, censors.

It was shown that there were at that time the fol-

lowing regularly licensed practicing physicians and
surgeons in Huron county: George G. Baker, Daniel

Tilden, M. C. Sanders, George Anderson, Lyman
Fay, William F. Kittredge, William W. Nugent, C.

B. Harris, H. M. Clark, Joseph Pearce, Andrew
McMillan, Richard P. Christophers, Samuel Stephens,

Charles Smith. Samuel B. Carpenter, W. Merriman,

Lemuel Powers, and A. H. Brown, eighteen in all.

The other counties of the district together had but

sixteen.

The following are the officers for 1828 and 182t»:

1828— President. George G. Baker: Vice President,

Moses C. Sanders, Secretary. Amos B. Harris; Treas-

urer, Lyman Fay; Censors, Wm. F. Kittredge. Allen

G. Miller, Kber W. Hubbard, Moses C. Sanders,

Daniel Tilden.

1820— President. Moses C. Sanders; Vice President,

Daniel Tilden: Secretary. Amos B. Harris; Treasurer,

Lyman Fay; Censors. George ti. Baker, Nathan H.

Manter, Wm. F. Kittredge, Wm. W. Nugent. Henrv
Kuhn.
At the meeting in 18:$0, a resolution was passed

approving the efforts then making for the suppres-

sion of intemperance. Geo. Anderson was elected

President. No mention of the society can be found

later than the above years, and it is probable that the

organization was not sustained much later than the

above datt— the last one given.

THE DEI.AMATER MF.HH AL ASSOCIATION

is the next in order. It was organized at a meeting

of the medical profession of Norwalk and the neigh-

boring towns, held at the office of Drs. Keid and

Ford, November 18th, 18")*. Drs. A. X. Heid,

Thomas M. Cook, and L. Galpin were apjiointed to

draw up a constitution, which, at a later session on

the same day, was adopted. The constitution opened

with a preamble expressing the tittingness of men of

congenial minds and similar pursuits associating

themselves together for the promotion of kind feeling

and the free interchange of opinions, and in addition

to this general statement of the objects of the organi-

zation, prescrilied certain rules for self-government,

|

and further exhibited its aim in the fifth ami sixth

clauses by expressions in fa\or of adopting the code
of ethic* of the American Medical A-soctftmn. and

of constituting itself a court, before which should be

heard all Complaints of breach of etiquette and all

iptestions of ethics. The charter mcmlicrs of the

association were Drs. Charles Smith, of Lyme: L.

Galpin and W. F. Dean, of Milan: Thomas M. Cook,

<pf Monioevillc: Win. W. Stillaon and J. W. Goodson,
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of Bcllevue; A. C. Eaton, of Peru; S. McCarmou,

of Greenfield; A. X. Rend, J. B. Ford ami -Raker,

«f Norwalk. Dr. Charles Smith was elected presi-

dent and Dr. .1. B. Ford .-secretary. The society has,

since its organization, held quarterly meetings in the

various towns of Erie and Huron counties where it

ha* had members, for the consideration of subjects

interesting to the profession, and for the furtherance

of social relations and well-beiug. Its constitution

hat been subscribed by many others than the few

cdiarter members, and bears the signatures of some of

the most prominent physicians of the past and

present in both counties. It has now over twenty,

active members. R. A. Severance is its president,

J. B. Ford, secretary, and C. S. Kreider, treasurer.

THE EHIF. COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY,

composed of the allopathic physicians of Sandusky

and vicinity, was organized, in the city just named,

in the year 1*50, its members being Drs. Daniel Til-

ilen, Aaron Austin, E. S. Line. ( has. Cochran,

Robert R. McMeens ami Lauderdall. The
first president was Dr. Tilden, and the secretary, Dr.

Lane. The society, during the war. did not main-

tain an active organization: but when the cause of

distraction from civil pursuits no longer existed, it

was resuscitated, and has ever since remained in

active existence. Dr. II. J. Donahoe was for many
years its president, and was succeeded by Dr. P. H.

Clemens, the present incumbent. The vice presidents

are Drs. Cook and Story, and the secretary. Dr. W.
R. Pnge. The society has attorn twenty members,

holds monthly meetings, and has done much to pro-

duce social good fellowship among members of the

profession.

TEMPERANCE

THE lit KOX COUNTY TEMI'EKAXrE LEAHUE.

This organization was a direct outgrowth of the

very successful local organizations in Norwalk and

other points in the county, and came into being .June

7. 1850, at which time, pursuant to call, a meeting

was held in the Methodist Episcopal Church of Nor-

walk. A preamble and pledge were adopted, and the

following officers elected: Rev. S. C. Parker, president;

G. F. Stewart, secretary: Charles K. Newman, treas-

urer. All of the officiating clergymen of the county

who l>e<auie members of the organization were made

vice presidents.

After this preliminary organization, the first an-

nual meeting of the league was held at Monroeville.

November Kth. of the same year above designated, and

the following officers were elected: Rev. .1. C. Bowles,

president: Charles E. Newman, secretary: Charles

Vancise, treasurer. At the next meeting, held at

Norwalk, December 6th, the constitution was so modi-

tied as to allow all temperance societies in the comity

to become anxilliary to the league. From this time

on for several vears temperame work was prosecuted

with great diligence and to excellent effect, a strong

public feeling being aroused and much good accom-

plished. All of the clergymen and other public

speakers who were willing to give their labor for the

cause were enlisted in the work: it was decided to

have one temperance address delivered in each town-

ship every three months. The following gentlemen

were enrolled as county lecturers, and made addresses

in all parts of the county during the year 1851 and

the first quarter of lK.'ri: Rov. C. W. Clapp. Rev. S.

B. Page. Rev. K. S. Crumley, Rev. M. W. Fairfield.

Rev. E. P. Salmon, Rev. F. P. Hall, Rev. R, S.

Lockwood, Rev. Mr. Boardman, Rev. Alfred Newton,

Rev. S. H. Waldo, Rev. Ira Smith, Rev. Johu Kelley,

John R. Osborne, S. T. Worcester, G. T. Stewart.

Charles Kent. E. W. Tucker. De.Morris Pratt, D. II.

Beck with, Timothy Baker, Jr., C. F. Woodruff, B.

T. Hunt, B. F. Roberts. It was arranged that quar-

terly meetings should be held in various places in the

county, and that ou the Fourth of July of each year

should be held the annual temj»enincc celebration,

which should also be a patriotic reunion of all who had

the cause of temperance at heart. The speeches de-

livered in the summer of 1851, preceding the State

election, on the adoption of the new constitution, with

a separate vote on the section prohibiting license for

the sale of intoxicating liquors, had a great influence

in throwing the vote of Huron county upon the anti-

license side. The vote of the townships upon this

question stood as follows:

Bronson
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Fairfield
(Jwnfleld
Gr>enwlco
II art land
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Nonralk
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The officers elected at the second annual meeting,

held at Norwalk, July 4, 1851, were as follows: Gen.

Jeremiah Cole, president; Charles E. Newman, sec-

retary: Edward E. Husted, treasurer.

During the excitement of the presidential cam-

paign of 1855, the meetings were mostly suspended,

but they were resumed in 1853. The following offi-

cers were elected that year, the meeting being held

July 4th, at Norwalk: James Green, president;

Charles E. Newman, secretary: Edward E. filiated,

treasurer. Following are the officers elected in later

years: 1*54, Frederick Sears, president; Frederick

A. Wildman. secretary; Erastus (J ray, treasurer.

1850, Chaile« B. Simmons, president: Charles W.
Manahan, secretary: Erastus Cray, treasurer. The
league was disbanded in 1S5;, because of the slavery

agitation, the disruption of old political parties, the

formation of new ones, and the prevalence of various

absorbing and exciting problems in the nation. No
attempt was made to revive it until 1870. A meet-

ing was held upon the 8th of January of that year,

and the following officers were chosen: Charles W.
Manahan. president: Henry J. Baldwin, secretary;

Levi Kilburn, treasurer.
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This organized league did not long continue in ex-

istence. Something was accomplished, but not much.

The interest died out. and the league was a second

time disbanded. After the wide-spread and intense

excitement of the crusade, in 1873, had roused the

people to an intensity of action before unknown, the

Huron county teni|>eranee league, at present in ex-

istence, was organized upon a strong basis, and in-

eluding all other temperance societies, both township

organizations, and those having a county breadth.

The first officers of the new league were elected at a

meeting held May 'i'i, 18?4. at the Methodist Episco-

pal church in Xorwalk. They were as follows: N.

S. C. Perkins, of Norwalk, president; Mrs. K. Sum-
ner, Bcllcvuc; Mrs. S. T. Guard, Monroeville; Mrs.

K. •(.'. Powers, New London; Mrs. Danforth, Peru;

Mrs. L. S. Johnson, Peru, vice presidents; Mrs. H.

Brown, Xorwalk. secretary: Mrs. T. H. Drake, Mon-
roeville. treasurer. The present officers of the league

ure: Rev. C. C. Creegan, president; Mrs. H. E. Earr,

secretary: Mrs. M. A. Corwin, treasurer. The league

has constantly kept op its organization, has been one

of the most active in the State, ami is, at the present

writing, in a thoroughly prosperous condition.

THE FARMEKS' EXI'ORTINH COMPANY OF HURON
COUNTY.

was oue of the earliest organizations effected in the

county, and was, for a short time, of considerable

itnport&tlCC, No records of the organization exist,

and only a little light is thrown upon the nature and

object of the society, by the brief notices that are to

l»e found in the files of the Sandusky Clarion. It

appears that the Farmers' Exporting Company was

organized some time prior to 1822, for an advertise-

ment, dated July 2*'th, of that year, calls a " meeting

to be held at Captain Boalt's inn, in Xorwalk. for the

purpose of taking measures for the transportation of

a drove of cattle to the east.'* There were many
difficult ies at that early day. in getting a market for

what little could be raised in excess of consumption,

ui>on the Reserve, and this company assisted mate-

rially, for a few years, the farmers of the company,

who could do but little except by organized effort.

When, or by whom the company was formed, does

not fully appear. The directors were Luther Coe,

Ebenezer Guthrie, John McMillen, Raymond,
and Effeuctus Starr.

DURON COC STY SUNDAY SCHOOL I NloN.

The earliest Sunday school union of which there is

any record, was organized in 1S2.*>, at a meeting held

in Xorwalk, ami was known as the Huron County

Sunday School Union. It remained in existence but

a short time. The following were its officers: Rev.

John Beach, president: Rev. Enoch Conger, David

<Jibbs. and Asahel Morns vice-presidents; Icbabod

Marshall, treasurer: Zachnah Marion, secretary; Henry

Buckingham, depository.

The Sunday school union of Huron county, now in

D ERIE COUXTIES, OHIO.

existence, was organized July 2U, 18o3. at a meeting

held in Xorwalk, pursuant to call, and attended by

j a large number of the churches of the county, with-

out regaul to denomination. Judge Parker, Henry

M. Holliday, C. E. Xewmau, Rev. J. D. McCord, S.

B. French," E. Bemiss, Rev. L. Bailey. R. G. Can-

nings, D. B. Simons, X. II. Spencer, J. L. Patton,

j

aud Rev. G. II. Walter were appointed a committee

to draw up a constitution.

"The object of the union," as stated in this con-

stitution, "shall Ik? to unite all evangelical christians

in the county in efforts to promote the cause of Sun-

day schools, establishing new schools where they are

needed, and awakening an increased interest and

efficiency in such as are already in operation."

The first officcis of the union were as follows: X.

S. C. Perkins, president; C. E. Newman, correspond-

ing secretary; Rev. J. I). McCord. recording secre-

tary; Joel Smith, treasurer; C. E. Pennewell, Rev.

C. F. Lewis, and Rev. L. Bailey, central committee:

Rev. A. Newtou, Xorwalk; Mrs. Johnson, Bronson:

Rev. C. Moors, Fairfield: C. A. Willard. Lyme; Rev.

J. E. Weed. Ridgetield; John Saunders, Peru; John

Sherman, Wakeinan; D. B. Simmons, Townsend; Rev.

J. H. Walter, Milan; D. Laughlin, Hartland; J. L.

Patton, Clarksfield; Judge Parker Greenfield; A.

Morrifield, Xew London; J. H. Xiles, Norwich; Rev.

J. C. Thompson, Fitchviile; Rev. F. C. Paine, Ripley;

Reuben Linden, New Haven: E. Bemiss, Groton;

Samuel Dodd, Greenwich, vice-presidents. The Sun-

day school union, now after an active and useful ex-

istence of sixteen years, is better than ever able to

further the ends for which it was organized.

ERIE rot' STY FARMERS' INSURANCE COMPANY.

This company, for the purpose of insurance against

lire, upon the mutual plan, was organized August 13,

18??, at Sandusky, with the following charter mem-
bers: Henry Miliner, Calvin Caswell, J. B. Witter,

B. II. Rogers. T. B. Taylor. M. B. Rice, I. G. Tay-

lor, T. B. Eddy, R. F. Fowler. E. A. Beebe, Orlando

Ransom, E. W. Hughes. H. C. Norton, C. W. Liv-

ingood, W. G. Benschooten, Andrew Smith, Peter

Mainzer, C. H. Rockwell, D. H. Benschooten. J. F.

Greene, George Taylor, O. C. TiUinghaat, Reuben

Turner. The organization was perfected by the elec-

tion of the following officers: Calvin Caswell, pres-

ident; Gardner Benschooten, vice-president; Andrew

Smith, Orlando Ransom, D. H. Benschooten. direc-

tors: T. B. Taylor, secretary; Reuben Turner, treas-

urer.

THE III RON COUNTY FARMERS' INSURANCE COMPANY

is the outgrowth of a movement that l>egaii m Ripley

township, and its organizaticn was efTected March 11.

18?8, the following gentlemen being the charter

members: A. D. Sftttts, R. C. Johnson, James R.

Knight. A. W. Barker. A. Robinson. J. A. Frost. W.

W. Martin, S. E. Peck. D. S. Washbnrne. Lorenzo

D. Keller. On the 14th of March the following offi-
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cers were elected: A. D. Stotts. president; R. C.

Johnson, vice-president; R. C. Johnson, secretary;

James R. Knight, treasurer; S. E. Peck, J. A. Frost,

W. W. Martin, directors. The object of the company
is to insure its members at the lowest possible rates

consistent with sound business principles. During

the first year of its existence, the company lias as-

sumed risks of over three hundred thousand dollars.

CHAPTER XIX.

MILITARY HISTORY OP THE FIRE-LANDS.

KI&iHTII REGIMENT OHIO voiXNTKKR IXH.lXTKY.

This regiment was originally organized as a

"three months' regiment. " tinder the first call of

the president, most of the companies having been

enlisted between the 10th and 22d days of April, 18G1,

and all of them arriving at Camp Taylor as early as

April 20th. On the 2d of May, all the Companies hav-

ing been mustered into the service, the regiment was

ordered to Camp Dennison, where it arrived on the 3d,

during a drenching rain, and many of the men, for the

first time in their lives, slept in the open air, with only

a soldier's blanket for floor, roof, walls and bed-clothes.

The regimental organization was here completed by

the appointment of the field and staff officers. In-

structions in the "drill" now commenced, and vig-

orous efforts were put forth to fit the regiment for

service; but it soon became evident that the troops

at this camp would not be sent to the field as three

m tilths' men, and an effort was made to re-enlist the

regiment for three years. To this every company
responded except Company I, and the regiment of

nine companies was mustered into the service for

three years, on the 22d. 2oth and 20th of June.

In the following September Company I joined the

regiment at Grafton, Virginia.

On the Oth day of July, 1801, the regiment left

Camp Dennison for Grafton, Virginia, and on the

12th arrived at West Union, Preston county, Vir-
'

ginia, on the summit of the Alleghany mountains

where they are crossed by the great western turnpike,

and along which Garnett's rebel army was then being

rapidly driven by McClellan's troops. For some
weeks after this, the regiment was stationed at various !

places among the mountains ami along the Baltimore I

and Ohio railroad, during which time it suffered
|

severely from typhoid fever. At one time over three

hundred were in tie hospital, and some thirty-four

deaths resulted from the fever in a short time.

On the 24th of September the regiment partici-

pated in an attack on Romney. At the " Hanging
Rock " it was exposed to a severe fire, and lost several

I

men in killed and a number wounded. The regiment

again participated in an attack on Romney, October

24th. which, being evacuated by the enemy, was occu-

pied by the troops under General Kelly until January
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12, 1802. The next fight was at Blue's Cap. In

January the troop? were removed to Patterson's

creek, and the following mauth to Paw-Paw tunnel.

On February 14th the Kighth participated in a brisk

fight ut Bloomey trap, iu which Colonel Baldwin,

with his staff and a part of his command were^ cap-

tured. General Lander died .March 2d, and shortly

after the division was sent to the Shenandoah valley,

where General Shields took command.

On March 221 the outposts at Winchester were

attacked by Ashby, and General Shields severely

wouuded. The ue.xt day the battle of Winchester

was fought. But few of the troops had ever been

under fire, and none of them, as then organized, in

any serious engagements. Cdouel Kimball eom-

minded, and made the arrangements to whip

"Stonewall" Jackson, who had arrived during the

night. The battle was one of the most severe of the

war. Jackson, toward evening, attempted to turn

our right flank, but was nut by Tyler's brigade in

front, when Colonel Kimball threw several regiments

on his right flink, and, after a desperate fight,

which, in some instance, wa* hand to hand, the

enemy was routed ami driven from the field. [This

was "hot" work; the writer was there, and knows

wherenf he speaks.] The regiment followed the

enemy up the valley, skirmishing at Woodstock,

Mount Jackson, Edinburgh and New Market; thence

it joinel McDowell at Fredericksburg. Here it

remained a few days, ami was ordered back to the

valley again. In the meantime Banks had executed

one of those retrograde movements for which he

became eminently completion* ere the close of the

war.

In August following the Eigith was united to

the S.'ond Corp*, then commanded by Sumner, and

with thisoorpj it continued to tot during t he remain-

der of its service.

After much marching, skirmishing and a few

light engagements, the Potomac was crossed at

chain bridge, and the march through Maryland
commenced which ended in the battle of South

Mountain and Antietam, near Reedyville. The
whole army was massed by the morning of Sep-

tember 10th, and a furious artillery duel commenced.
One of the first of the enemy's shots killed W. W.
Farmer, a color-sergeant of the Eighth. The can-

nonade lasted all day. The next day the battle of

Antietam was fought. The Seeand Carps crossed

the river and oc cupied the center of the line. It did

effective work that day. In this battle the regiment,

lost one hundred and sixty-two in 'killed and
wounded. Among the killed were Lieutenants De-

lany and Lmtry, of Company B. Lieutenant II. II.

Bill. Company E. and Lieutenant C. W. Barnes,

Company D.

In the terrible battle of Fredericksburg, on Decem-
ber 13th. the Eighth formed the right wing of the for-

lorn hope. Among the killed in this battle was Cap-
tain Allen, Company I. At the battle of Chancel-
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lorsville, beginning April 28, 1803, the Eighth was

almost constantly under fire for four days, and yet

its loss was only two killed and eleven wounded.

The brigade was at this time and subsequently com-
manded bv General Carroll, and the Eighth Regiment
by Colonel Franklin Sawyer.

No further active terries was hal until the Gettys-

burg oMnpiigu. In that battle the regiment bore a

conspicuous part, capturing three stands of colors,

and loiing in killed and wounded one hundred and
four offiivrs and men. After the escap.' of Lee's

army across the Pototuae. the Eighth marched with

the army to the R ipidan. Rut we have not space to

record all the fighting done by this regiment. Suffice

it to say, that, from this date until dune 25. 1864,

when, its term of service having expired, and the

little 8<pi:id. numbering but seventy-two officers and

men tit for duty, were taken from the trenches before

Petersburg and returned to Ohio for muster out.

they were almost constantly in active service of the

severeH character. The regiment was form illy mus-
tered out on July 13. 1864, at Cleveland, Ohio, by

• Captain Douglass. United States army.

THIRTT-8EC0XD OHIO VOLl'KTEBU INFANTRY.

This was one of the first organizations raised in

the State on the basis of three years' service. Its

rendezvous was Camp Bartley near Mansfield, but

before completion it was transferred to Camp Denni-

son where it was completed, organized, equipped and

sent to the field, under the auspices of Colonel Thos.

H. Ford, formerly Lieutenant-Governor of Ohio.

On the fifteenth of September, 18*31 . the regiment

left Camp Dennison for West Virginia. As was the

case with most, if not till, of the first regiments from

Ohio, it was poorly equipped and armed with the al-

most useless, old. smooth-bore muskets of a by-goue

age. The regiment was moved by railroad, nnd ar-

rived at Grafton September 18th, and marched the

next day for Beverly, West Virginia, where it arrived

on the Ztd. It was here assigned to the command
then stationed on Cheat Mountain summit.

The Thirty-second had been hurried to the field

without discipline of any kind— in fact, it was hardly

organized. Here, upon the rugged heights of Cheat

Mountain, amid the wild scenery of the Alleghanies,

the regiment received its first lesson in the art of war.

On the 3rd of October, 1861, the Thirty-second led

the advance of the army against Greenbrier, Virginia,

through the mountains ami pines of that region by

midnight. It remained at Greenbrier during the fall

of lsiil.

On Decendter 13th, it engaged in the advance on

Camp Alleghany, In his report General Milroy com-

plimented the regiment very highly on its gallantry

and good conduct in its charge into the camp of the

enemy. The loss of the regiment in this affair was

four killed and fouiteen (rounded,—some severely.

On its return from this expedition, it was ordered

to Beverly where it remained the remainder of the

[I) ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

winter. In May it was at the engagements in the

Bull Pasture valley. In the pursuit of Jackson up
the Shenandoah Valley, the regiment participated in

the battles of Cross Keys and Port Republic, on

the 8th and nth of June, 1862. Returning to Win-

chester, it did garrison duty until September 1st,

when the place was evacuated by General White.

The regiment then moved to Harper's Ferry, and

assisted in its defence. After makiug a hard fight

and losing one hundred and fifty of its number, the

regiment with the whole command, was surrendered

by the commanding officer of the post to the enemy
as prisoners of war. The history of this uuaccount-

|

able affair is yet to l>e writteu. The Thirty-Second

j

was paroled, ami finally transferred to Chicago, II-

! linois. December 1, 1862, it was transferred 'to

Camp Taylor, Cleveland. Ohio. January 12. 1803.

it was declared exchanged, and on the eighteenth,

received orders to report to Major-Gcneral U. S.

Graut at Memphis, Tennessee. It reached that

point on the 25th of January, and was assigned

to the Seventeenth Armv Corps. At the battle

of Champion Hills the Thirty-Second made a bayonet

charge, and captured the First Mississip)H Rebel

Battery—men. guns and horse*, with a loss of twenty-

four men. For this gallant achievement the captured

battery was turned over to the regiment, and manned
1 by Company F, during the entire sieze of Vicksburg.

The total loss loss of the regiment, during the

campaign and siege of Vicksburg, was two hundred

and twenty-five, rank and file. It participated in

the battles of Port Gibson. Raymond. Jackson and

Champion Hills; and was in the extreme front of

Logan's Division when Vicksburg surrendered. It

was identified with its corps in Sherman's advance

against Atlanta: participated in the assault on Kene-

saw Mountain. June 27. 1804, and Xicojack Creek,

July 10th. Also, in the bi.ttles of July 20th, 21st,

I 22d an 28th, Iwforc Atlanta, and lost more than half

its number in killed ami wounded. After the fall of

Atlanta the Thirty-Second moved with the army in

pursuit of Hood, after which it rejoined General

Sherman and accompanied him on his "March to the

Sea." It participated in the grand review at Wash-

ington, and remained in camp near that city until

June 8. 1865, when it took the cars for Louisville.

Kentucky. It lay there until July 20th, when it was

mustered out of the service, and proceeded to Colum-

bia, Ohio, at which place the men received their final

discharge, July 26, 1865.

The Thirty-Second entered the field September 15,

1861. nine hundred and fifty strong, and during the

war. received more than sixteen hundred recruits.

Only five hundred and sixty-five remained at its

muster-out. It is believed that the regiment lost unit

recruited more men than any other from Ohio.

THE FOItn - Hll-I OHIO VOI.l M KF.lt I M \ NTBY.

Immediately after the buttle of Hull Run a number

of the citizens of Cleveland, Ohio, set about raising
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ii regiment, and the result of their labors was the

Forty-First Ohio Volunteers, of which Capt. William

B. Hazen, Eighth U. S. Infantry, was appointed

colonel. The camp of rendezvous was established

near Cleveland. By the 1st of September a large

number of men were in camp, and the work of in-

struction had commenced. The regiment was mus-

tered as complete, October 31, 1801. November 0th,

the regiment moved by mil to camp Dennison, where

arms were supplied. These consisted of the "Green-
wood Rides," a weapon nearly as dangerous as the

scythes and pitchforks of our revolutionary ancestry.

From this point the regiment went to Gallipolis, and
thence to Louisville. It remained during the winter

at Camp Wiekliffe, Kentucky, and was assigned to

Nelson's Division. February 14. 1862, the active ser-

vice began. First came the battle of Pittsburg Land-
ing. Here the Forty-First did noble work. Of. the

three hundred and seventy-three men who entered the

engagement, one hundred and forty-one were either

killed or wounded in half an hour. It was next en-

gaged in the seige of Corinth ; then at I'erryville,

Murfreesboro', (where one hundred and twelve were
killed or wounded, out of four hundred »ml ten.)

January 10, 1803, encamped at Readyville, where it

remained until .June 24th. August 15th tents were
struck and the regiment moved against Chattanooga.

September 19th the regiment was actively engaged in

the battle of Chickamauga, during the entire fight,

and soon after retired to Chattanooga. At three

o'clock in the morning of October 2Tth, fifty-two pon-

toons, bearing the Forty- First and its brigade, pushed
out silently from Chattanooga, and floated down the

river. In half an hour the leading pontoons were

passing in front of the enemy's picket- on the bank,

hundred feet above. The conversation of the rebels

could be distinctly heart!, but their attention was not

once directed to the twelve hundred silent enemies

floating past within pistol-shot. Just as the first

pontoon arrived opposite its landing, it was discovered;

but the landing was effected, the pickets driven in,

and the hill gained. When the morning haze cleared

away the rebels on Lookout mountain saw the hills

beneath them, commanding two roads to Bridgeport,

covered with blue-coats, in a position from which

they could not be driven, with a pontoon bridge to

connect them with Chattanooga almost completed.

The engagement which followed was the most severe

in which the Forty-First was ever engaged, and it was

personally thanked by (ieneral Thomas for its gallant

conduct on the occasion. At Mission Ridge the regi-

ment lost one hundred and fifteen in killed and

wounded. At Clinch mountain the regiment re-en-

listed, ami was furloughed home for thirty days,

reaching Cleveland, Ohio, on the 2d of February,

1804. Returning to the front, they were at Rocky

Face Ridge. Resaca, Piney Top mountain, Peach Tree

creek, and numerous smaller encounters. July 28th

the regiment was in front of Atlanta, and was en-

gaged more or le-s during the seige, and lost one

hundred and fifty men iu battle and eighty by disease.

The regiment was with Goneral Thomas iu his move-

ment against Hood, and had "hot work" on Overton

knob. It finally rested at Huntsville, Alabama. In

June, 1805, the corps embarked at Nashville for

Texas. Near Cairo the steamer collided with a gun-

boat and sunk immediately. Fortunately no lives

were lost. In Texas the regiment was stationed near

San Autonio until November, when it was ordered to

be mustered out. It was discharged at Columbus,

Ohio, November 20, 1865, after four years and one

month's service.

FIFTY-FIFTH OHIO VOLUNTEER IXFANTRY.

This regiment went into camp at Norwalk, Ohio,

on the 17th of October. 1801. Companies A, C, I),

and I, were recruited from the counties of Huron
and Eric, as was also the field and staff.

On the 25th of January, 1802. the regiment left

Norwalk for Grafton, West Virginia, and after a

short stay here, it moved to New Creek. From this

poiut it made two severe marches, one to Romney,

and the other to Moorefield: at the latter place it

participated in a slight skirmish. The regiment re-

turned to Grafton on the lfth day of February.

Here it suffered greatly from measles and other dis-

eases, by which more than twenty men lost their lives,

and many more were rendered unlit fur field service.

At one time over four hundred men iu the regiment

were unfit for duty. On March 31st, the regiment

was ready fur service again. It moved by rail to

Green Spring river, and marched from thence to

Romney, where it joined General Schcnck's brigade,

moved to Moorefield, and went into camp, some four

miles north of the town.

In the latter part of April, seven companies of the

Fifty-Fifth moved with the brigade to Petersburg,

and to McDowell, leaving companies D, E, and G, at

Moorefield. In the battle of McDowell, or Blue Pas-

ture mountain, the regiment constituted the reserve,

j

and after the battle fell back to Franklin. On this

march, and during the stay at Franklin, the regiment

suffered severely on account of the scarcity of rations.

On the 20th of May. the army broke camp at Frank-

! tin, and moved rapidly to Strasburg, a distance of

ninety miles, a large portion of which had been passed

over laffore Stonewall Jackson knew that the army
had left Franklin. The regiment was present at

Cross Keys, but was not engaged. July 7th, the

regiment marched to Sperryville. Here it remained

I

until August 8th, when it moved in the direction of

Culjiepper C. H., and at three o'clock, a. m., on

the 10th, arrived on the battle-field of Slaughter
; mountain. On the morning of the 10th, the army
commenced a retrograde movement northward, cross-

ing the Rappahannock at White Sulphur Springs.

< m the 25th, the regiment was under severe artillery

tire from Jackson's troops, and at night fell back to

Centerville. Here it remained until November 2d,

when it
|

-M il. ,1 to Hopewell, fin Manassas June-
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tion. It remained hrre until November 20th, when

it moved to the neighborhood of Chant illy. On the

loth of December, the regiment broke camp, and

after a series of severe marches, arrived at Stafford

C. H., on the 17th. On the 20th of January, 1863,

General Bnrnside moved his army with the intention

of attacking the enemy at Fredericksburg, and the

regiment, with the division, was sent to Belle Plain

lauding, to defend that point Heavy rains and had

roads arrested the movement of the army, and the

regiment went into winter quarters at Brooks' sta-

tion. On the 27th of April, the army moved upon

Fredericksburg. The Eleventh Corps, to which the

Fifty-Fifth was attached, marched up the Rappahan-

nock, arriving at Chanccllorsville on the 30th. The

next day the army went into position. The Eleventh

Corps occupied the extreme right, and the Fifty-Fifth

was in the second brigade from the right. On the

2d of May the battle opened, and the result is too

well known to be repeated here. In this engagement

the Fifty-Fifth lost one hundred and fifty-three men,

killed, wounded and missing. On the 5th, the army

retreated, and the regiment went into its old camp,

near Brooks' station. About the middle of May the

regiment was transferred to the Second Brigade of

the Second Division, and it remained in this brigade

during the remainder of its term of service. The

regiment marched into Pennsylvania with the army,

and was present at the battle of Gettysburg. The

battle-line of the regiment was not engaged, but the

skirmish line was subject, most of the time, to a

severe fire. The Fifty-Fifth lost in this battle about

fifty men. The regiment followed the retreating

enemy, and went into camp on the 25th of .Inly, in

the vicinity of the 0. A A. R. R. Here it performed

heavy picket duty. On the 24th of September, the

Eleventh and Twelfth Corps took cars at Manassas

Junction, and moved to Bridgeport. Alabama, arriv-

ing on the 30th. On the 25th of October, the triMips

moved for Lookout valley, and encamped in full sight

of Lookout mountain. The enemy attacked the

troops in the valley. The Fifty-Fifth was not in the

early part of the engagement, having been on picket.

The regiment moved to Chattanooga, on the 22d of

November. In the battle of Mission Ridge the corps

formed line to the left and front of Fort Hood, and

moving forward rapidly, drove the rebel skirmish line

beyond the East Tennessee railroad. On the after-

noon of the 25th, the regiment was posted on the ex-

treme left, and guarded the Hank during the remain-

der of the hattle. Immediately after this the regiment

entered on the Knoxville campaign, anil returned

again to Lookout valley, December 17th. This cam-

paign was made in extremely cold weather, without

tents or blankets. On the 1st of January, 1S>">4, three

hundred and Fnineteen men in the Fiftv-Fifth re-

enlisted, and were fnrloiighed home. Returning, it

again encamped, on March 4th, in Lookout valley.

About this time the Eleventh and Twelfth Corp-' were

consolidated, and denominated the Twentieth, and

the regiment formed a part of the Third Brigade of

the Third Division.

The regiment started on the Atlanta cam|Miign on

the 2d of May, and participated in all the battles in

which the Twentieth Corps was engaged. At the

battle of Resaea, on May 15th, it suffered severely, los-

ing upward of ninety men. It was engaged also at

Cassville, Dallas, New Hope church, Marietta, and

Kenesaw. On the 20th of Jnly the regiment took

position on the right of the Fourth Corps. During

the seige of Atlanta the Fifty-Fifth occupied its place

in the lines, assisting in the gradual but sure advance-

ment of the parallels toward the city. On the 2d of

September the troops entered the city. The Fifty-

Fifth lost over two hundred men in this campaign.

The regiment left Atlanta November 15. and moved
toward the sea-coast. On the 21st of December it

entered Savannah and camped near the city. Here it

remained until early in January, 13G5, when it was

thrown across the Savannah river. On the 29th of

January the regiment started on the campaign of the

Carolinas. No incident worthy of mention occurred

until March 10, when, at the battle of Smith's Farm
the Fifty-Fifth lost thirty-six men killed and wounded

:

and again, on the 19th, it was engaged and lost two
men killed, one officer and twenty-three men wounded,

and seven men missing. On March 24th, the regiment

jreached Ooldsboro' ami was reviewed by Oeneral Sher-

man. On the 30th it commenced the march to Wash-
ington. On May 24th it crossed Long Bridge and par-

ticipated in the grand review, after which it went
into camp near Washington. On the 10th of June
it proceeded to Lauisvillc. Kentucky, where, on the

11th of July, the Fifty-Fifth was mustered out of the

services. The regiment was transported to Cleveland,

Ohio, where it was paid and'discharge I on the 19th

of July, 18«5.

During its term of service the regiment enrolled

about one thousand three hunded and fifty men, and

of these about seven hundred aud fifty were either

killed or wounded in battle. Ten officers were

wounded once or more, anil eight officers either died

of wounds or were killed in battle.

Jay Kling, M. !>., now of Monroeville. surgeon of

the regiment, was mustered out after three years ser-

vice. Embarking for home a few days subsequent,

he wa* captured by the rebels and although paroled,

yet he was obliged to remain with them many months
before being allowed to pass through the union lines

to freedom and home.

SIXTY-FIFTH OHIO VOMNTF.F.K INFANTRY.

This regiment was one of those included in the

brigade raised at Mansfield, Ohio. It was organized

at Camp Buckingham, on the 3d of October, 1 SOI.

and was mustered into service on the 1st of December.

The regiment left Mansfield for active duty Decem-

ber 1st h, and moved to Lomisville. Kentucky, where

it remained for a week, ami then marched to Camp
Morton, four mile- eaml of Bur 1-town, arriving on th
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30th of December. Here it was brigaded with the

Sixty-Fourth Ohio, the Fifty-First Indiana, and Ninth

Kentucky. It was assigned to General Woods' di-

vision.

On the 13th of Jauuary, 1802, the regiment moved

to Hall's Gap. Here it was engaged in building cor-

duroy roads until February 7th, when it marched to

Lebanon, and on the 13th embarked on cars for Greeti

river. It arrived at Mumfordsvillc, on the 13th, and

remained there until the 23d, then marched for Nash-

ville, where it arrived on March 13th. On this march

the troops were forced, at times, to transport the con-

tents of the baggage wagons on their backs over steep

hills.

On March 29th, the regiment, with General Gar-

field in command of the brigade, marched to .Savan-

nah, whore it arrived on April Gth, and the uext

morning moved on steamer to Pittsburg Landing.

At four o'clock p. m. it was on the battle field, but

was not actively engaged. It lost two men wounded.

The regiment uext participated in the movements

against Corinth, and during the seige was under fire

almost hourly. After the evacuation it moved to

Bridgeport, where it did guard duty until the 20th

of August, when it marched uorthward in pursuit of

Bragg's army, arriving at Louisville September 24th.

After resting a week it moved to near Perryville, and

from there marched to Nashville. On December 26th

the brigade moved on the Nashville pike, fighting its

way to \j& Vergne and Stone river. On the night of

the 29th, the brigade crossed Stone river, the men
wading in the water to their armpits, in the face of a

murderous fire. The opposite bank was gained, and

a liue formed, but supports failing to come up the

brigade was forced to retire. This it did in good or-

der. It lay on its arms all that night, and during

thu whole of the next day; it was waiting for McCook
to move on the right. Eirly in the morning of the

31st, McCook's corps was driven back, and Harkness'

brigade, in which was the Sixty-Fifth, was ordered

to its support. The brigade met a storm of bullets,

and a solid column of exultant rebels. For eight

hours the brigade was heavily engaged, and at last

succeeded in checking the rebel army. In this en-

gagement the Sixty-fifth lost two officers killed and

eight wounded, (one mortally), and thirty-eight men
killed, one hundred and six wounded, nineteen miss-

ing, and three deserted in the face of the enemy.

The regiment was under fire throughout the entire

engagement. The regiment remained at Murfrees-

boro" until June 7, 1863, when it moved to near

Chattanooga, and on the 7th of September skirmished

with the enemy, losing one man.

During the first day of the buttle of Chickamanga,

the regiment was in reserve until five o'clock in the

afternoon, when it became briskly engaged. It moved

to the left center, and lay on its arms all night. The
next day fighting was continued, witli alternate suc-

cess and reverse. On the night of the 20th, the entire

army fell buck finally to Chattanooga. The regiment

participated in the battle of Missiou Ridge, with a

loss of fifteen killed and wounded. In the Atlanta

campaign the Sixty-Fifth was under fire almost con-

stantly. At Lookout Mountain it lost four men; at

Rcsaca it lost twenty-eight men killed and wounded;
at Dallas it lost six killed and wounded; at Marietta

it lost twelve in killed and Mounded. It was in a

fight at Peaehtree creek, at Atlanta, July 22d, and in

the movement at Jonesboro'. After the evacuation

of Atlanta, it went into camp there. After some

three weeks there, it went in pursuit of Hood. On
November 29th, it participated iu the battle of Spring-

field, losing forty-one men killed, wounded and miss-

ing. November 30th, in the battle of Franklin, it lost

forty-four killed, wounded and missing. The uon-

veterans were discharged October 3, 1804. The regi-

ment was engaged in the battle of Nashville, and iu

pursuit of the rebel army across the Tennessee, after

which it returned to Nashville, and went into camp.

In June, 180.5, the regiment embarked on transports

for New Orleans, where it remained several weeks,

and was ordered to Texas. At San Antonio it did

garrison duty until December, 1805, when it was

ordered to Camp Chase, Columbus. Ohio, where it

was mustered out. paid and discharged on January

2, 1800.

SEVEXTY-SECOXn OHIO VOLl'XTKEK IXFANTKY.

This regiment was organized at Fremont, Ohio,

during the months of October, November and Dei-em-

ber, 1801. It was. recruited from the counties of

Sauduskv. Erie, Medina and Wood.
On the 24th day of January, 1SG2. the regiment,

numbering about niue hundred men, left Fremont
for Camp Chase. Here it was fully equipped, and,

in February, reported to General Sherman, at Padu-

cah. Early in March, 1802, Sherman's Division pro-

ceeded up the Tennessee to Fort Henry, where the

main army was concentrated. Tbe Sevent v-Seeond

was on the steamer fin/fir. From here the main

army proceeded to Savannah; Sherman's Division,

however, was ordered up to Kastport, Mississippi,

intending to cut the Memphis and Charleston rail-

road. Heavy rains and Consequent high water de-

feated this plan, ami the men returned to Pittsburg

Landing, encamping near Shiloh Church.

On the morning of April fith. B-ickland's Brigade,

in which was the Seventy-Second Regiment, met the

enemy aud withstood the onset of three successive

rebel lines; and held the position two hours, and was

ordered to retire. At eleven o'clock it was again in

position on the right of the national line. It was at

the front constantly, and. on the 7th, participated in

the final charge which swept the enemy from the

field. The regiment lost iu this affair one hundred

and thirty-four, killed, wounded and m Using.

In the siege of Corinth the Seventy-Second bore a

Conspicuous part. During the siege treiieral J. W.
Denver assumed command of the brigade. July 21st.

the regiment ontered Memphis. No clothing ha d
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been drawn since the Imttle of Pittsburg Landing,

Uld the men were covered with rags. January !>,

lKti.'l. it was ordered to Corinth. The Seventy-Second

reached White's Station, nine miles cast of Memphis,

on January 31st.

On the I8th of March, the regiment moved to

Memphis, embarked on steamer, and proceeded down

the river. April 2d, it encamjied near Young's Point.

The regiment commenced the march for Yicksburg

on Mav 2d. It participated in the battle of Jackson on

the 14th, and the next day continued the march to

Yicksburg. where it arrived on the 18th. It partici-

pated in the assault on the rel>el works on the lfth

and 22d of May, ami then came the labor of the siege.

It occupied a position on the right.

On the OA of June, the regiment formed a part of

the force ordered to Big Black river to intercept

General Joe Johnson, who was attempting the relief

of Yicksburg. The Seventy-Second was thrown out

on the advance picket-line, and continued to hold

that position until the surrender <>f Yicksburg. The

regiment then moved against Johnson at Jackson,

and, after the battle, pursued the rel»els to Brandon,

where it had an engagement After destroying a por-

tion of the railroad, it returned to Big Black to rest

and refit. About the middle of November the division

wad ordered to Memphis. January 2, ls»i4. the regi-

ment re-cnlisted, and, on February 23d, received its

veteran furlough: returning to Fremont it was heartily

welcomed. Returning to the front, it moved, on the

8th of April, by mil to Cairo, and from there to Padn-

cah, Kentucky, to assist in the defense of that place

against Forrest. Nothing of importance transpired

here, and. on the 22d. the regiment embarked for

Memphis, where it arrived the next day.

On the 1st of June, the regiment formed part of

an expedition against Forrest; the result of which,

through the incompetency of the commanding officer,

was a total ]>anic—the baggage trains were captured,

as were a large portion of the men. The above re-

ferred officer in command, at an curly stage of the

affray, surrounded himself with cavalry and started

for Memphis, leaving the infantry, as he expressively

ami feelingly (?) remarked, "to go to the devil;" ami

it was only by the most arduous effort on their part

that they did not all go where he designated, or to an

infinite/if tit'in- liHi-h'truii* lw/tfity,a rehd prixon. We
are unable to give the name of this uiifcclinu' brute,

very much to our regret.

Incredible a* it may seoni, nine officers and one

hundred and forty men of the Seventy-Second reached

(Jerinintown. one hundred miles, in forty-one hours

after the battle, and this. too. without a morsel of

food. Eleven officers and two hundred and thirty-

seven men of the regiment were killed, wounded, or

captured: the greater portion were of the latter class,

and but few ever returned to the regiment. June 22d.

the Sixteenth ( 'orptf, to which the Seventy-Second Reg-

iment was now attached, started on an expedition in

D ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

the direction of Tupelo, Miss. In this movement Mc-
Millan's Brigade, barely nine huudred strong, was in

the rear of the infantry column, and just in advance of

the wagon train. When two miles west of Tupelo.

Bell's Brigade of N. B. Forrests' command, which was

in ambush, attacked the column. This fell mainly on

the Seventy-Second. The Regiment at once charged

the enemy The remainder of the Brigade was

brought into action, and within twenty minutes the

rebels driven from the field, utterly routed. On the

return march McMillan's Brigade again marched in

rear of the infantry column; and just as it was going

into bivouac for the night, Bell's Brigade fell upon

the Cavalry rear-guard and drove it into camp. Mc-
Millan's Brigade formed rapidly and advanced. A
volley checked the enemy, and a charge drove him
from the field. On the 1st of September the division

started on a wild-goose chase into Arkansas and Mis-

souri, resulting in nothing except an immense amount
of marching and hardship. It finally reached St.

Louis on November 10th. Its rest was brief. The
division was ordered up the Cumberland, and on the

30th of November it joined the forces under General

Thomas, at Nashville, and was posted on the right of

line. On the 7th of December the Seventy-Second

was on a recounoisance, and became warmly engaged,

losing eleven men killed and wounded. During the

first day of the battle of Nashville, the regiment par-

ticipated in a charge, in which three hundred and

fifty prisoners ami six pieces of artillery were cap.

tared. It also took part in the fight on the loth, and

was engaged in the charge on Walnut Hills. In this

battle McMillan's Brigade, numbering less than twelve

hundred men, captured two thousand prisoners and

thirteen pieces of artillery, while its total loss was

only one hundred and sixty. The division moved to

Eastport, Mississippi, and went into camp. Supplies

were scarce, and the troops subsisted for some days

on parched com.

In February, 18«J5, it moved to New Orleans and

camped on the old battle-ground. On February 28th •

it embarked on the ocean steamer Empire State, and on

March 3d, landed at Fort Oaiuc*, on Dauphin Island.

On the 19th it moved up Fish river, landing some
thirty miles east of Spanish Fort. On the 47th the

fort was invested. The siege lasted until April 8th,

when the fort was evacuated. In these operations the

the Seventy-Second lost one man killed and three

wounded. On the 19th of April the regiment moved
against Fort Blakely, which was captured the same

day. The brigade was finally ordered to Meridian,

Mississippi, where it remained, doing garrison duty

until June, when it was placed along the hue of the

railroad west of Meridian. About this time the men
whose term of service would expire before October 1,

ls»;."i, were mustered out. In September, the regiment

moved to Corinth, but it was so.-n ordered to Yicks-

burg, where it was mustered out on the 11th of Sep-

tember, 1865, It at once embarked for Ohio, and

was paid and discharged at Camp Chase.
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EKiHTY-EIHIITH OHIO VOLtNTEEK I N FA NTH V.

This regiment was organized in the latter jmrt of

July, 1802, its nucleus I»eing four companies, culled

the "First Battalion of Governor's Guards, Ohio

Volunteer Infantry.*' It was mustered into the ser-

vice by Captain A. E. Drake, United States army, Oc-

tober 27, 1862, and was at once placed on duty at

Camp Chase, near Columbus, then tilled with rebel

prisoners. The duty here was very arduous. The
prisoners were confined in three separate tenements,

and it required the* whole strength of the regiment to

fill the details. In a few months the service became

exceedingly monotonous to both officers and men. and

all were clamorous to go into the field. The regi-

ment was recruited to the maximum number July 2!ith.

George W. Ncff, Lieutenant-Colonel of the Second

Kentucky Infantry, who hat! but recently been re-

leased from a thirteen-months' imprisonment in ivliel

prisons, was appointed its Colonel. He at once placed

the regiment under the strictest discipline, and soon

had it drilled to the highest point of efficiency; and

the hope was cherished by the officers and men that

they would be afforded a chance to display their ac-

quirements at *' the front." This hope was soon dis-

sipated, orders having been received for the regiment

to remain on duty at Camp Chase. A small detach-

ment only was permitted to visit West Virginia and

Maryland. This was soon brought back to aid in the

capture of the freelxioter John Morgan and his thiev-

ing horde. During this raid the Eighty-Eighth did

effective service. In October. 1 8*13. the regiment re-

lieved the One Hundred and Fifteenth Ohio at Cin-

cinnati. They did provost duty in that city until

the latter part of December, when it became neces-

sary for the regiment to resume their duties over the

"grey-baek9" at Camp Chase, and it remained on

the same duty until July 3, 186."». when it was form-

ally mustered out of the service.

The Eighty-Eighth Ohio was a complete and well-

drilled regiment, and. if given a chance, would have

undoubtedly performed good service in the field.

ONE HINDREO ANO FIRST OHIO VOI.INTEER
IXFANTKY.

This regiment was one of that series of patriotic

organizations raised in the dark days of 18t<2, when

the national cause seemed to be drifting into final de-

feat. It was recruited from the counties of Huron,

Erie, Seneca, Crawford, and Wyandot, and organ-

ized and mustered iuto the service at Motiroevillc,

Ohio, on the 3«>th day of August, 1802. Companies

A, B, D, and G were recruited from the counties of

Duron and Erie.

On the 4th of September, although not quite ready

for field service, the regiment was hurried by rail to

Cincinnati, and thence across the river to Covington,

Kentucky, to assist in repelling a threatened raid by

Kirby Smith. After lying in cam]) near Covington

until September 24th, it was taken by rail to Louis,

ville. Kentucky, and incorporated with BtteU'fl army.

10
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It was assigned to Carlin's Brigade. Mitchell's Divis-

ion. On October 1st the regiment marched in pur-

suit of Bragg, and on the 8th, was engaged in the

battle of Perryville. In this, the first encounter with

the enemy, the regiment bore itself well and bravely,

and received the praise of its brigade and division

commanders. It lost several men. Following in

pursuit of the rebels, it had a pretty severe skirmish

with their rear guard at Lancaster. The march was -

continued to Nashville, Tennessee. Here Jeff. 0.

Davis took command of the division, and on Decem-
ber 28th it marched with the Army of the Cumber-

land. On the afternoon of the same day, the enemy
was met, and a line of battle formed. The Second

Brigade, in which was the One Hundred and First

Regiment, soon engaged the enemy with spirit, sus-

taining a sharp fire until it was dislodged. Following

the enemy some two miles, another sharp engagement

took place. This resulted in driving the enemy from

the field, and capturing several guns.

On December 30th, this brigade was the first to

reach the battlefield of Stone River. It at once en-

gaged the enemy's outposts, drove them back, and

just at night became busily engaged. The regiment

lay on its arms all night, and was fully prepared to

receive the shock of battle that came with daylight on

the 31st of Deceml>er. The brigade stood firm, re-

pulsing every attempt to break it, until Johnson's

Division and Post's Brigade, of the First Division, on

the right, beiug driven from their positions, the enemy
appeared on the right flank and rear of the brigade,

when it fell back and took a new position, and held

the enemy in ehecje. The regiment continued in the

hottest of the fight, taking up six different positions,

and stubbornly maintaining them during the day.

Colonel Stem and Lieutenant-Colonel Wooster were

both killed on the front line, on the right of the

army. Both of these officers died while leading their

! men to deeds of daring. The regiment was held on

the front line, on the right, until January 2d, when dis-

aster was threatening the left. It was one of the many
regiments that were transferred to the left, and with

the bayonet hel|>ed to turn the tide of battle. It re-

mained there until the close of the battle, losing seven

officers and two hundred and twelve men killed and

wounded.

During I lie remainder of the winter the One

I

Hundred and First was engaged constantly on expedi-

tions through the country surrounding Murfrees-

boro', suffering very much from fatigue and exposure.

It was no uncommon thing to gee as many as fifty

men of the regiment marching without nhoi-a or thiir

/erf, and so ragged as to excite both the sympathies

and the risibilities of their companions. This march-
ing up and down the country—the purposes or utility

of which were, oftentimes, wholly unknown—lasted

until April. isi;:{. when the regiment was allowed to

I

go into camp at Murfrceshoro' for rest.

On the 24th of June, the Tullahoma cam-

|

paign was inaugurated. The One Hundred and
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First moved in the direction of Liberty Gap. and was

engaged for two days at that point, with Cleburne's

rebel division. It followed the fortunes of the army
up to Chattanooga, and at the close of that campaign

was with Davis' division at Winchester, Tennessee.

August 17th, it marched on the Chattanooga campa-

ign going over Lookout Mountain to Alpine, Georgia.

From here it countermarched over the mountain to

the field of Chickamauga, where it participated in

that battle on the nineteenth and twentieth of August,

displaying great coolness and gallantry. During the

heat of battle on the second day, the One Hundred
and First retook a National battery from the enemy,

fighting over the guns with clubbed muskets. Re-

tiring to Chattanooga, it became n part of the First

Brigade, Fourth Division, Fourth Army Corps,

and on October 28th, marched to Bridgeport,

Alabama.

Here it remained until January 16, 1864. On May 3,

18ti4. it marched on the Atlanta campaign, meeting

the enemy's outposts at Catoosa Springs. The regi-

ment was thrown forward as skirmishers, and drove

the enemy steadily up to Tunnel Hill. At Buzzard's

Roost it advanced to within thirty or forty yards of

the enemy's main line of works, but the fire was so

murderous that the men were obliged to seek shelter

under the overhanging rocks, and remain until the

darkness at night gave them an opportunity to retire.

As the campaign progressed, the regiment was almost

constantly engaged in the fighting of that arduous

march, and from Atlanta moved to Nashville.

At the battle of Franklin, just at night fall, the

One Hundred and First was ordered to retake an

angle of the works held by the enemy, which it did

with the bayonet, and held the position until ten

o'clock p. m., notwithstanding the rebds were almost

within bayonet reach during all that time.

The One Hundred and First was engaged in the

battle of Nashville, December 15th aud 16th, and

participated in the assault on the enemy's center on

the 15th. After the battle it followed in pursuit

of Hood to Lexington, Alabama, and marched thence

to Huntsvillc, where it went into camp. It lay at

Huntsville until June 12, 1865, when, with other

regiments it was mustered out of service. It was then

sent home by rail to Ohio, placed in Camp Taylor

near Cleveland, paid off, and discharged.

ONE HINDKED AND SEVENTH OHIO VOLl'NTEEK

INFANTRY.

This regiment was composed almost wholly of

Germans. It was organized August 25, 1862, -at

Camp Taylor, near Cleveland. It lay in camp at this

place, preparing for the field, until the latter part

of September, when it moved to Covington. Ken-

tucky. It lay there a short time, was taken by rail

to Washington, and for a month was engaged in con-

structing fortifications. In the early part of Novem-
ber, the regiment marched to Fairfax C. II., Virginia,

and thence to Stafford C. H. Here it was assigned

j

to the Second Brigade, First Division, Eleventh

Army Corps.

After considerable marching it went into winter

quarters at Brook's Station. Ou the 20th of April.

1863. the One Hundred and Seventh, with its

brigade and Division, moved to Chancellorsville,

where, on May 2d and 3d. it took part in the battle

of that name. In this disastrous affair the regiment

suffered terribly, losing two hundred and twenty

officers and men— killed, wounded, and prisoners.

Returning to its former camp, it remained until June

12th, when it marched to Gettysburg. It reached

there on the morning of July 1st. and was at once

engaged with the enemy. In the first day's fight

j

the regiment and entire Eleventh Corps were com-

i pelled to fall back through Gettysburg to Cemetery

I

hill, where a new line was formed and held during

the remainder of the battle. In falling back the

regiment lost in killed, wounded and prisoners, two

hundred ami fifty officers and men. In the second

day's light, a charge was made, just at uight, in

which it again lost heavily. In this affair the regi-

ment captured a rebel flag from the Eighth Louisiana

Tigers. Its loss in the battle of Gettysburg—killed,

wounded and prisoners— was over four hundred out

of five hundred and fifty, rank and file, with which

it entered. Captain Fisher, of Company F, was shot

through Ihe breast and arm; and Captain Vignus, of

Company H, had his right arm shot off.

With one hundred and eleven guns, all that was

left of the regiment, it joined in the pursuit of the

rebel army. August 1st. the regiment sailed to Folly

Island, S. C, where it performed picket duty until

January. 1864. In that month it was taken in boats

to Kiowah Island, and from there waded over to

Seabrook Island, ami drove the enemy from that

point. On February 23d, the regiment was taken to

Jacksonville, Florida. Here it had a few skirmishes

with the enemy. Decendier 20th. it was taken to

Devos Neck, S. C. While here it had several skir-

mishes with the enemy, and lost five men killed and

fifteen wounded. March 23d, it marched to Sumter-

Iville, met the enemy, defeated him. and captured

three peiccs of artillery, six horses, and fifteen

prisoners. In this affair the regiment lost four men
wounded. Marching to Singleton plantation, it met

and skirmished with the enemy, losing two men
wounded. A few days later, near the same place, it

captured a train of cars, which was destroyed, with

thirteen locomotives ami a large amount of previ-

sions and ammunition.

On April 16, 1865, news was received of the

surrender of Lee's and Johnston's armies: and, amid

great rejoicings over the auspicious event, the regi-

ment marched back to Georgetown. S. C. Three

j

weeks thereafter it was taken by steamer to Charles*

i ton. where it remained on provost duty until July

10th. when it was mustered out of the serviee and

sent home to Cleveland, where ir was paid off and

discharged.

Digitized by Google



HISTORY OF HURON AND ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO. 75

ONE HI NDHEIl AND Ttt EST Y-THI Rl» OHIO VOU'N-
TEEK IXFAXTKY.

This regiment was organized at Camp Monrocville,

Huron county. Coinjtanies B. ('. E, G., and a j»r-

tion of II. I and K were recruited from Huron and

Erie counties. Seven companies were mustered into

the service on the 24th of September, 18*i2. two on

the 29th, and one on the lGth of Octoher. The regi-

ment moved on tlie last-named day to Zanesvilie,

Ohio, whence it was taken down the Muskingum
river to Marietta; thence by rail to Belpre. and across

the nver to Parkersburg, Virginia; thence by rail to

Clarksburg, reaching that place October 20th. On the

27th of October the regiment made its first march to

Buckhannon. making twelve miles the first day. ar-

riving there on the 30th. This was considered good

marching, and almost exhausted the men, under the

enormous loads then permitted to he carried on their

j>ersons and in their knapsacks. The regiment re-

sumed the march on November 3d, first to Beverly,

then to Huttonsville. and finally to Webster. On
November 18th, it left this point and moved bj rail to

New Greek, where it remained in camp until Decem-

ber 12tb. While lying in this camp. Captain Horace

Kellogg, of Company B. was sent to St. George C.

H, with orders to assess the rebel citizens of that

place and vicinity for outrages committed on Union
citizens by Imboden's guerillas. Five thousand dol-

lars were collected under this order and paid over to

the Union sufferers. From this point the regiment

marched to Petersburg, West Virginia, arriving De-

cemlwr 18th. On January 3. 1H»!3, it was ordered to

Moorefield to relieve the One Hundred and Sixteenth

Ohio, which was surrounded by rebel cavalry, and in

imminent danger of capture. The rebels were driven

off and the regiment rescued. January 10th, the regi-

ment left Moorefield for Romnev. It arrived on tho

12th and remained some six weeks, doing scouting

duty. On the 1st of March the regiment moved to

Winchester, and while there made several raids up the

Shenandoah valley. Nothing further of interest oc-

curred until June 13th, at which time I^e's whole rebel

army surrounded Winchester. On the afternoon of

the 13th, the One Hundred and Twenty-Third, with

its brigade, had an engagement with General Early's

corps, in which it lost, in killed and wounded, nearlv

one hundred men. On the 14th the national forces

were driven into their fortificntions and hardly pressed

by the overwhelming numbers of the ivl>cl armv.

That afternoon they were under a heavy artillery fire

for two hours. The outworks being carried by the

reliels, it was decided to evacuate the place. The
troops marched out of the works in silence at two

o'clock in the morning, leaving the artillery in posi-

tion, but spiked. At a point about four milt s on the

.Martiusburg road, at four o'clock in the morning, the

rebels were found in position along the road, ami fur-

ther retreat was cut off. In attempting to cut their

way through, the regiment lost, in killed and
wounded, about fifty men. In this affair the One

Hundred and Twenty-Third made three distinct

charges, but to little purpose. While it was forming

I for a fourth charge, Colonel Ely, of the Eighteenth

I Connecticut, temporarily in command of the brigade,

surrendered to the enemy, and the whole brigade,

except Company 1) of the One Hundred and Twenty-
i Third, were made prisoners of war. They were taken

to Richmond, where the officers remained in Libby

prison about eleven months. Two officers made their

escape, and two wore exchanged and sent home. The
remainder of the officers were, after eleven months'

confinement, removed to Macon. Georgia, thence to

Charleston and placed under fire (southern chivalry?),

thence to Columbia. From this point several officers

made their escape, and made their way successfully

into the national lines. Among these were Captains

J. F. Randolph (Company B), 0. H. Rosenbaum

I (Company G), and Lieutenants Frank B. Colver and

B. F. Blair. Several officers were exchanged, among
them Lieutenants Frank A. Breckenridge and Charles

n. Sowers. Captain Charles H. Riggs (Company G)

died in Charleston, South Carolina, of disease con-

tracted in prison. The privates of the regiment were

exchanged within a few months and sent to tho pa-

roled camps at Annapolis, Maryland, and Camp
Chase, Ohio.

Major Horace Kellogg, who was wounded, mado
his escape from the enemy at Winchester, collected

the stragglers of the regiment at Martiusburg. where

the paroled men of the regiment, after exchange,

joined him, about the first of September. 1808. At
this place the regiment was newly armed and

equipped. About the 1st of April, 1864, the regi-

ment moved to Winchester. From there it marched

to Cedar creek, and made a mid up the valley. After

a sharp lighfr at New Market, (on May 15th), in

which seveuty-nine men were lost (killed and wound-

ed), in the regiment, the forces fell back to Cedar

creek. General Hunter took command, and on the

24th of May, started up the valley, arriving at Port

Republic on the night of the 4th of June. On the

next morning, at daylight, the enemy was encoun-

tered. A brisk fight ensued, in which tho rebels were

whipped, aud two thousand prisoners captured. The
next day the command entered Staunton. On June

11th, Lexington was reached. Here General Hunter
destroyed the Virginia Military Institute, which had

|
for years been preparing officers for the confederacy.

From Liberty to Lynchburg, an almost constant skir-

mish wa- had with the enemy. On the morning of

|
the 14th, the rebels were heavily engaged, the con-

flict lasting all day. After this, the army made the

memorable and disastrous retreat to the Kanawha val-

ley. This was almost a continual fight from Lynch-

burg to Salem. On this retreat the most intense

suffering was endured from exhaustion and starva-

tion. Numbers of men lay down by the roadsido

and died from one or the other of these causes. At
lentrth Gauley Bridge was reached, and supplies were

distributed to the famished men. On the 2d of July,
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the regiment, with its brigade and division, moved by

Steamboat and railroad a circuitous route to Martina-

burg, from which the One Hundred and Twenty-

Third had started two months and a haif before, with

seven hundred men. It now returned with two hun-

dred and fifty. July 18th, the regiment, with the

Army of West Virginia, was thrown across the Shen-

andoah river. Early's rebel corps was met, and a

brisk light ensued. The army was driven, and in at-

tempting to reeross the river, a number of the men
of the One Hundred and Twenty-Third were killed,

including Lieutenant C. I). Williams, of Company B.

That night the rebels retreated to Winchester, and up
the valley. On the 22d of July, the national troops

moved after the rebels toward Winchester, and on

the 23d, came up with them, and after a sharp skir-

mish, drove them. The next morning the rebels at-

tacked in force, and in their turn drove the national

troops. Soon a new era dawned upon the Shenan-
doah valley. The command of the National troops

was placed in the hands of General Phil. Sheridan.

Getting his troops well in hand, he moved them up
the valley.

At Berryrilk the rebels were met, and skirmished

with, both sides losing a few men. Following the

rebels to Fisher's Hill, skirmishing by the way, the

army went into camp for several days. Anticipating

heavy rebel re-enforcements, our army retreated to

Harper** Ferry, and entrenched themselves. August
26th, the army again moved up the valley to Charles-

town. Berry ville was the next point reached. Here
the One Hundred and Twenty-Third had a sharp

fight, losing twenty-five men, killed, wounded and

captured. On the morning of September 19th, the

enemy was met near Winchester, and another battle

was fought. In this affair the regiment was engaged

ou the right, and formed part of the grand flanking

column which changed the fortunes of the day. At
about three o'clock in the afternoon, the regiment

made a charge, which drove the enemy from the field,

and decided the fortunes of the day. The routed

rebel army was pressed by the infantry to a point two

miles beyond Winchester, aud the cavalry was then

left to gather the fruits of the victory. At early

dawn the infantry again took the road in pursuit.

Beaching Strusburg, the enemy was discovered be-

hind strong works. General Crook's command, in

which was the One Hundred and Twenty-Third, waa

placed in the reserve. Moving his command to the

right, he maneuvered to reach the left flank of the

rebel army. The movement was successfully per-

formed. Watching his chances. General Crook

charged the rebels, and scattered them like chaff.

Iu this action the regiment lost six men. Crook's

command encamped near the battle-field. The na-

tional forces remained at ( Vdar creek until the 19th

of October, engaged in building fortifications.

Now comes disaster. On the morning of October

19th at early dawn, the enemy, under cover of a dense i

fog. crept through a gap unfortunately left in the
,

national line of pickets, and turned the left flank of

the army, held by General Crook's corps, pushiug the

army back five or six miles, capturing the works and
all that was in them. In this rout the Sixth Corps

acted as a breakwater to the rebels, and held them in

check until the national lines were re-formed. At
this juncture General Sheridan, who had been absent

at Winchester, appeared ou the field, having made
his famous ride of twenty miles. He at once infused

new life into the demoralized forces. Making some
slight changes in the order of battle, he rode down
the lines amid the cheers of the men. and ordered an

immediate advance of the entire line. The enemy
were swept from the field, losing all thcirown artillery

and that which they had captured iu the morning.

This rout of Early's forces was complete and final.

The Shenandoah \ alley was cleared almost entirely

of opposition to the national arms. Falling back to

near Winchester the troops went into camp; next

moved to Ouequau creek, thence to Burmuda Hun-
dred, aud arrived at Deep Bottom, December 2?, 1864.

The regiment lay in camp in this vicinity until March

25, 1SG5, when it moved to Chickahominy. and from

there to Hatcher's Run. On March 30th. an advance

was made on the rebel works, and skirmishing con-

tinued until the morning of April 2d, when a general

charge was made and the rebel works were carried.

The One Hundred and Twenty-Third during this

time was, for three days and nights, on the skirmish

line without relief, aud their rations were carried them

by Lieutenant E. H. Brown, regimental quartermas-

ter—a most dangerous duty. The loss of the regi-

ment was quite severe. It captured two battle-flags

and a number of prisoners. The rebels w ere followed

toward Petersburg. Ou April 3d, the whole national

army nn.rched in pursuit of Lee toward Danville.

On the 5th, the regiment was captured by Lee's rebel

cavalry, not however nntii after a hot fight of three

or four hours, with heavy loss on both sides. Captain

J. F. Raudolph (Company B) was shot through the

right lung in this fight. The prisoners were carried

with the rebel army to Appomattox C. H. At this

poiut the rebel army surrendered to the national

forces, and the prisoners were rescued.

The regiment immediately thereafter left City Point,

on transports, for Annapolis. Maryland, and thence

to Camp Chase, Ohio, where it remained until the

12th of June, and was then mustered out of the

service.

OSF. HI XI>KKI> .VXD TWKNTY-EIOHTU OHIO Vol.1 N-

TEESJ iNKAVntv.

This regiment, although chiefly occupied iu guard-

duty within the Itorders of the State, was an organi-

zation of three year's troop*, enlisted and mustered

into the United States' service, and was liable to

service wherever required. It attained minimum
strength on the 25th of December, 1863. and con-

sisled of four companies, before known as " The

Hoffman Battalion." raised at different times in 1*62.
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Six new companies were mustered in at Camp Taylor,

near Cleveland, between the 8th and the 15th of Jan-

uary. 1804. The four ol<l companies liad liven on

duty at Johnson's Island nearly all the time since their

muster-in, but had frequently furnished detachments

for service elsewhere, including a short and very active

campaign in pursuit of rebel troops in West Virginia,

in 1804.

The One Hundred and Twenty-Eighth having been

chiefly occupied at the frontier posts of Johnson's

Island and Sandusky, its service necessarily involves

much of the military history of these posts, and can

lie better understood by giving a brief synopsis of that

history.

Early in 1862, Johnson's Island became a depot ex-

clusively for rebel officers who were held as prisoners of

war. The reports show that the average number of

prisoners confined there, was as follows: 1862—788;

1863—1,205: 1864—2,480; total, 4.473. A cartel for

a general exchange of prisoners of war had long been

expected, and was finally agreed upon July 22, 1862.

Under that cartel, exchanges went on until July, 1863,

and a continuance was expected. This, with the belief

of general loyalty in the north, and the want of help

in Canada, had their legitimate influence on prison-

ers, and undoubtedly prevented efforts at outhreak

and resistance until late in the fall of 1863. It would

occupy too much space to give the details of efforts at

rescue, or the attempts at escape and outbreak. The
situation was. that at this point were confined officers

enough for an army and navy of eighty thousand men.

They were within a short distance of the Canada

main, and still nearer to a Canada island. The pre-

vailing sympathy in Canada was largely in favor of

the reU-ls; and there every facility and encouragement,

short of direct participation in our war, was extended

to the large force from the rebel army and navy main-

tained in Canada to effect a rescue of these rehel offi-

cers. If. by such efforts, war should be brought on

l»etween the United States and Kngland, a great point

would be gained by the rebels. No other depot of

prisoners of war was on a frontier, or ex|»osed like

this. During the season of navigation it could be

reached in a few hours* night run, and during the

winter season men and teams could conveniently cross

the lake, from island to island, not over five miles of

ice intervening in auy place. During the season of

ice the location of the depot of prisoners practically

ceased to be an island. The rebel officers confined

there had a large range of friends in the "loyal States."

For them the rebel emissaries, traveling in those

States, and the secret plotters against the national

arms, known as the •'Knights of the Golden Circle."

and the " Sons of Liberty." had an especial sympathy,

ami were anxions'to aid them by means of escape, or

with places of refuge and concealment. These facts,

with the difficulty about exchanges, stimulated machi-

nations for rescue front and rear, and kept the prison-

ers constantly on the qui vit'e. ready fur any desperate

adventure until after the fall of Petersburg.

In view of the contingencies on the frontier, and in

order to hold these posts with a less force, the con-

struction of three forts was begun in the fall of 1864,

one on Cedar Point, and two on the island. Laborers

could not be hired at the wages offered, and the colonel

of the One Hundred and Twenty-Eighth detailed men
from the regiment, who did the greater part of the

work, including the mechanical. They completed the

forts, and the magazines, and mounted the guns.

This work was done in the most inclement seasons of

the year, without extra pay, and at a time when the

other details were very heavy. But in this instance,

as in all others, officers and men applied themselves to

the duties before them with an intelligence and zeal

which promptly overcame difficulties, and attained

the desired result in a very creditable manner. Soon

after the surrender of the rebel armies, in the spring

of 1865, the prisoners on the island were reduced to

about one hundred and fifty. The One Hundred and

Twenty-Eighth left the island on the 10th of July,

1865, and was mustered out of service on the 17th at

Camp Chase.

ONE HINDRED A XII SEVENTY-SI XTH OHIO VOLIXTEEK
INFANTRY.

This regiment was organized at Camp Chase, Co-

I lumbus. Ohio, Scptemlier 21. 1864, for one year. As

soon as the organization was completed, the regiment

was ordered to Nashville, Tennessee, and assigned to

the Second Brigade, Fourth Division, Twentieth

Army Corps.

Soon after its arrival, it was detailed to perform

provost guard duty at Nashville, and during the seige

and battle of Nashville, it was in the works; but with

the exception of a few companies, under Major Cutn-

mings, the regiment was not engaged. Quite a num-
ber of the officers and men were veteran soldiers, and

their knowledge and experience gave the regiment

considerable reputation for proficiency in drill and

discipline,

I

The regiment was mustered out of service at Tod
Barracks, Columbus, Ohio, on the 18th day of June,

1865.

ONE HI XURED ANH NINETV-SEfONli OHIO VOLIX-
TEEK INFANTRY.

This regiment was organized at Camp Chase, Ohio,

March 9, I860, and started to the field four days

later. It arrived at Halltown, near Harper's Ferry,

Virginia, March 16th, and reported to Brevet Major-

General John R. Brooke, commanding provisional

division. On March 20th. it was assigned to the

Second Brigade. Strong picket lines were main-

tained, and some skirmishing occurred. On March
3lst, the division marched through Charlcstown, re-

nowned for the execution of John Brown. It was

afterward Stationed at Stevenson station, and Reed's

hill, above Winchester. Here the care of the entire

country, including Lnray valley, devolved upon the

commandant of the regiment. These onerous duties
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were discharged to general satisfaction. The conduct

of the men was exemplary. The regiment stood high

iu the brigade and division for drill, discipline, and

efficiency. All the field, and a majority of the staff

and line officers, had served in the army previous to

entering the One Hundred and Ninety-second, and

many in the ranks were scarred veterans, who had

faced the enemy on many bloody fields. The regi-

ment was mustered out at Winchester, Virginia, Se]>-

tember 1, 1805. It arrived at Columbus, Ohio, at

midnight, .September 3d, and was paid and discharged

on the Cth of September, 1805.

ONE HUNDRED AND NINETY-SIXTH OHIO VOLUNTEER
INFANTRY.

This regiment was organized at Camp Chase, Ohio,

and mustered into the service on the 25th of March,

1865. It immediately started for Western Virginia,

where it was assigned to an Ohio brigade at Win-

chester. Here it remained uutil July, and gained the

reputation of being a well-drilled and well-disciplined

organization. In July it was ordered to Baltimore,

and assigned to duty in the fortifications around the

city, a portion of it being sent to Fort Delaware.

On the 11th of September it was mustered out at

Baltimore, Maryland, Iteing the last volunteer or-

ganization in that department. Of the thirty-eight

officers composing the field, staff and line, there were

only two who had not served over two years, and the

majority had served during the war in other organi-

zations. More than two-thirds of the men had

belonged to other regiments, and had been honorably

discharged for wounds or expiration of term of service.

The men who composed the regiment were mostly

young men, and as an organization it was probably

excelled by but few in appearance, discipline and

soldierly bearing; ami though the regiment was not

entitled to inscribe on its colors the name of any

engagement, still nearly every battle field in the

Union was represented in its ranks.

ON B HUNDRED AND NINETY-SEVENTH OHIO VOLUN-

TEER INFANTRY.

This was not only the last regiment which Ohio

sent to the field, but also the last complete organiza-

tion which the State raised for service during the

rebellion. Of its officers all except five had seen

active service in other commands, and nearly one-half

of the men were experienced soldiers. The first com-

pany was mustered i tin 28th of March, 1805, at

Camp Chase, and the organization of the regiment

was completed on the 12th of April. It was recruited

to a total strength of one thousand and six men, but

by the casualties incident to barrack life it< effective

force was reduced to about nine hundred. On the

25th of April it left Camp Chase by rail for Wash-
ington City, and on its arrival received the news of

the surrender of (ieneral Johnston's army, dispelling

even prospect of active •.nice.

The regiment was temporarily assigned to the Ninth

Corps, and was rjuartered near Alexandria; from here

it went by rail to Dover, Delaware. May 31st. it

moved to Havre de Grace, and engaged in guard duty.

The regiment re-assembled at Camp Bradford, near

I Baltimore, and was mustered ont July 31st. It was

paid at Tod Barracks, Columbus, Ohio, and disbanded

on the 0th of August, 1805.

ONE HUNDRED AND NI NETY-EIUHTH OHIO VOLUNTEER
INFANTRY.

There were eight companies of this intended regi-

ment fully recruited and assembled at Camp Chase,

all of which had been mustered into the service by

companies, but not its an organization. Before the

maximum was reached the •'Confederacy" collapsed,

and the men were sent to their homes.

FIRST REGIMENT OHIO HEAVY ARTILLERY.

This regiment. was organized as the One Hundred
and Seventeenth Ohio Infantry, at Camp Portsmouth,

September 15, 1802, with eight companies of seven

hundred and ninety-six men—aggregate strength.

On October 2d, it moved into Eastern Kentucky.

In January, it aided in dispersing* portion of Floyd's

army. In February, it was ordered to Covington.

During the spring it was engaged in numerous expo-

[

ditions to Cvnthiana, Paris, Lexington, Mount Ster-

ling and interior points, to meet Morgan and other

guerrilla thieves. On the 2d of May, 1803, the regi-

ment was ordered by the War Department to be

changed into the First Heavy Artillery, Ohio Volun-

teers, and recruited to the maximum strength of that

organization. August 12th, it was so reorganized

with twelve companies, of five officers each, and one

hundred and forty-seven men, and an aggregate

strength of one thousand eight hundred and thirty-

nine officers and men. Company M was recruited

entirely from Erie county. During iLs recruitment

it constructed the fine and extensive fortifications

around Covington and Newport, making Cincinnati

one of the strongest fortified cities in the Union.

Companies H, K, L and M were stationed at Camp
Nelson, Kentucky, under Major Matthews. In Jan-

uary, 1804, the regiment moved to Knoxville, Ten-
nessee, and assembling at Point Burnside, remained

there till February 29th, when it staited over the

mountains in the heavy snow and very cold weather

of that winter, under command of Major Matthews,

and arrived at Knoxville, March !>th. In June, four

companies were stationed at Loudon, and a detach-

ment at Strawberry Plains. In August, Wheeler

made his raid in rear of Sherman's army, and was

driven from Sweetwater to Strawberry Plains, a dis-

tance of one hundred and fifty miles, by the regiment.

i The regiment moved to Cleaveland, Tennessee, Octo-

ber 7th, and toon thereafter to Chattanooga. It

joined in the cavalry raid against Saltville, and on
the return of the expedition in December, as a pro-

visional brigade, under Colonel Hawlev, covered an

extensive foraging expedition on the French, Broad
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aud Chucky rivers, in East Tennessee and North

Carolina; during the winter of 1804 and 1 805, occupy-

ing Danbridge, Allen's Ford, Leadville, Greenville

and Newport. With constant detached fighting with

guerrillas of Vaughn's and Debrill'a commands, a large

amount of grain, beef and pork was obtained and

floated down to Knoxville. In the spring of 1805, the

regiment was assigned to the First Brigade, Fourth

Division, Colonel C. G. Hawley, commanding. In con-

nection with General Stoueman's raid and the general

advance of troop3, the brigade moved toward Virginia

and North Carolina, and occupied the mouth of

Roane Creek aud Taylorsville in East Tennessee, aud
State Gap, Boone, Watauga Gap and head of Yadkin,

in North Carolina, shutting up all the mountain

passes to the retreating rebels in Virginia. After the

surrender of Lee and Johnston the brigade was sent

down to Ashville, North Carolina, thence to Raban's

and Saluda Gap, and at Webster, Tennessee, received

the surrender of the hostile Indians, two thousand

strong, under the chief, the reliel Thomas. Return-

ing to Greenville, Tennessee, the regiment remained

in camp till July 15th, when it started homeward for

the muster-out, and was discharged and paid at Camp
Dennison, August 1, 1805.

I1ATTERV It, FIRST OHIO LIGHT ARTILLERY

was organized at Camp Dennison, and mustered into

the service October 8th, 1801, with an aggregate

strength of one hundred and forty-seven men. It

reported to (Jen. George H. Thomas, at Camp Dick

Robinson. The first experience it had in the field was

a brisk little affair at Camp Wildcat, in which it fired

twelve rounds and silenced one of the enemy's guns.

November 5th, the battery moved to Fishing Creek,

nud for a month did scouting duty. It remained

here until January l?th, and moved to Mill Springs,

where it was engaged in the battle, and did very

effective service. February 10th, the battery moved
to Louisville and embarked on transports for Nash-

ville, where it arrived March 4th, 1802. Here it was

assigned to Burnett's Artillery Reserve, and until

July 10th was engaged in expeditions through middle

Tennessee. It was at the battle of Perryville, bnt

was not engaged. At the battle of Stone River it

was involved in the disaster on the right, but suc-

ceeded in withdrawing all its guns from the field. It

lost seventeen men killed, wounded aud missing, and
twenty-one horses killed. June 24th. it joined in the

advance on Tullahoma. At the battle of Chica-

tuauga it was charged repeatedly by the rebels, and
at last overwhelmed and compelled to leave two guns
in the enemy's bauds. It was cooped up iu Chatta-

nooga and suffered all the privations of the siege.

October 19th, it went into quarters at Black Oak
ridge, where it remained until the battle of Chatta-

nooga. It then moved to Nashville.

January 4, 1804, sixty-five of the original mem-
bers of the battery re-enlisted as veterans and were

fuHoughed home.

Returning to Nashville, in March, it reported ou

the 10th at Bridgeport, Alabama, where it remained

until July, 1800. It was then sent home to Colum-

bus, and mustered out, being one of the last organi-

zations to leave the service.

THIRD OHIO VOLIXTEER CAVALRY.

This regiment was organized in September, 1801,

at Monroeville. Huron county. It was largely

recruited from Huron and Erie counties. On Janu-

ary 14, 1802, the regiment moved to Camp Dennison.

In February following, it went to Jeffersunville,

Indiana. It arrived at Nashville, Tennessee, March
18th, and on tin- 29th it left for Pittsburg Landing.

Arriving there on the 25th of April, it encamped four

miles from the river. During this march Major

John H. Foster went with a detachment to Mount
Pleasant, and captured a large quantity of bacon

which was turned over to the quartermaster. May
4th, the first battalion went on a rceonnoisance. At
Monterey the enemy were met and driven back to

their main body. The Third then moved to withiu

ten miles of Corinth. Here Major Foster advanced

to within sight of the enemy's lines. In falling back,

he Was followed by the rebels, and a brink fight ensued,

resulting in the death of twelve rebels. May 2?th,

the enemy was discovered in force on the line of the

Memphis railroad, west of Corinth, engaged and

routed. After much marching, the regiment went

into camp at Winchester, July 18th. Leaving this

camp August 14th, the regiment and division moved
to McMinnville. Here Major Foster took his battalion

to Duulap. five miles from this point. The enemy's

pickets were encountered and driven in. Foster then

returned to his division. September 3d, the division

marched to Nashville, thence to Gallatin and Mum-
fordsville, where it arrived on the 21st. On the same
day. the first battalion had a sharp engagement with

three times its own number, ami drove them into their

works in three separate charges. It lost twelve

Wounded and two killed. The enemy lost thirty-eight

killed and sixty wounded.

On the 22d of September, marched to Louisville,

and on October 1st, resumed the pursuit of Bragg 'a

rebel army. Near Burdstown, in an attack upon the

enemy, Major Foster was disabled. On October 20th,

a detachment of the Third, some two hundred and

fifty, actiug as special escort, were captured by John
Morgan's thieves. After being robbed of their valu-

ables, and dismounted, they were paroled, sent into

the national lines, and ordered to Camp Chase, Ohio.

The remaining portion of the second aud third

battalions were next stationed on the line of the rail-

road from Bowling Green to the vicinity of Gallatin.

John Morgan's guerrillas lay at the last named place.

Colonel Zalun sent a detachment on a recouuoisanco

to Gallatin, to ascertain Morgan's strength and posi-

tion. The rebel pickets were captured, and the re-

quired information obtained. At daylight, the next

morning, the cavalry, supported by a brigade of iu-
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fantry, commanded liy Colonel C. G. Harker, attacked

Morgan's camp, and succeeded in capturing his camp
equipage and a large number of prisoners. Morgan

retreated to Lebanon, Tennessee. Here for the first

time during an active campaign of seven months'

duration, the second and third battalions of the

Third Cavalry met the first battalion nnder novel

circumstances. Colonel Zahm, on approaching Gal-

latin, was attacked by a cavalry force, which proved

to be his own first battalion. This unfortunate mis-

take was probably the cause of Morgan's escape at

that time, he being apprised, by the rapid firing, of

the approach of the national forces.

From Gallatin the regiment moved to Hartsville,

Tennessee, where it went into camp. A detachment,

under command of Captain E. M. Colver, under orders,

went up the Cumberland river to Carthage, to inter-

cept a drove of mules and rebel stores, which were

being removed by rebel quartermasters, and accom-

panied by an escort of Morgan's guerrillas. After a

chase of twenty-six miles, fording the Cumberland

riverfour times, they succeeded in capturing theentire

rebel train, and drove off one hundred and forty six

mules, routing the escort to the train, killing three,

and capturing seventeen prisoners, among whom "were

two rebel quartermasters and a paymaster.

During the time the regiment, was in camp at

Hartsville. it was almost daily engaged in skirmish-

ing. In December, this portion of the Third Cavalry,

moved to near Nashville, and here the first battalion

joined its regiment. December 41st, a reconnoisance

jn force *M made to Franklin, Tennessee. The
rebels were driven from the place, and some prisoners

captured. The forces then returned to Nashville.

In this affair the notorious rebel guerrilla, thief, and

murderer, Dick McCann, was relieved of his antici-

pated Christmas dinner bv some of the boys of the

Third Cavalry.

December "20th, the regiment t<mk position on the

rigljt of Rosecrans' army, near Franklin. On the

27th, a second attack was made on Franklin, which

resulted in a complete rout of the enemy. The regi-

ment then moved toward Triune, and at night en-

gaged the enemy.

On December 20th, a roconnoisanee in force was

made. On the evening of the 80th, the regiment was

assigned po-jtion on the extreme right. At two o'clock

on the morning of the 31st, the first battalion being

on picket duty, apprised Colonel Zahm. of the advance

of the rebel forces. The brigade was placed in line of

battle and the tir-t battalion formed as skirmishers.

At four o'clock in the morning the skirmish line was

driven in. and the brigade attacked by Wheeler's rebel

Cavalry. After two hours' fighting, through superi-

ority of numbers, the rebels forced the main portion

of the brigade from the field. During the morning

of the 31st, the "rebs" captured General McCook's
corps ammunition train, and was removing it from the

field. The second and third battalions of the Third

Cavalry, who withstood the shock, and remained at

their posts, made a dash at the enemy anil recaptured

the train, taking one hundred and forty prisoners, and

killing a number of rebels and horses. During the

afternoon of the 31st. the regiment lost, in sustaining

a charge made by the rclwls, thirteen killed and a

I

large number wounded.

At noon of January 1, 1803, the Third Cavalry

left the field to escort a train of four thousand wagons

for Nashville, after supplies. The train wns attacked

at Stewart's creek by Wheeler's rel>el cavalry, and the

regiment, supported by the Tenth Ohio Infantry, re-

pulsed the relnls with severe loss. Later in the day

the train was attacked by the same force. A portion

of the Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, eight hundred

strong, Ijeing the rear guard, was attacked and com-

pletely routed by the rebels. The Third Cavalry, in

the rear, came up ami met the enemy. A sharp fight

ensued, lasting until after nightfall, in which the

reliels were repulsed. The train was safely taken

through to Nashville, laden with supplies, and re-

turned to Murfrecsl>oro'. After the battle of Stone

River, the Third Cavalry was sent in pursuit of the

enemy, and near Middleton, Tennessee, attacked his

rear guard and captured one of his trains. The regi-

ment then returned and went into camp at Murfrees-

boro'. While stationed here, the second battalion was

detached, and reported to Colonel Hazen, at Ready-

ville. Here it skirmished frequently with John Mor-

gan's outlaws. While in camp at Murfreesboro', a

detachment of the third battalion, while on a scout,

was attacked and completely surrounded by the ene-

my. A demand was made for surrender, and refused.

Lieutenant Rreuard, in command, ordered a saber

charge, and cut his way through the enemy's lines

with slight loss, taking a number of rebel prisoners.

On the general advance of the army from Murfrees-

boro', in July, 1*03, the Third was engaged in skir-

mishing almost daily. In the Sequatchie valley the

enemv was encountered, and a running light of three

days' duration ensued. During the battle of Chicka-

mauga the regiment occupied a position on the ex-

treme left, and afterward moved in pursuit of the

rebel Wheeler's cavalry, through Tennessee, engaging

them at McMinnville and Farmington. The latter

engagement was a handsome ami successful cavalry

fight. Wheeler's forces were completely routed and

demoralized, large numbers of the rebels being killed

and captured. In this engagement the Third Cavalry

lost two men killinl and twenty-three captured.

In November, 1868, detachments of the regiment

-t outed through the mountains of East Tennessee.

In January. 1S04, at Pulaski. Tennessee, the Third

Cavalry re-enlisted. Of the original numberof thirteen

hundred, only four hundred effective men were left at

this date. On tho»4th of February, it left Nashville

for Ohio, and reached Monrocvillc. where it met with

a cordial reception. On March >. 1S04. the Third re-

a—cmUol at Monroeville. Through the efforts of

Major Charles W. Skinner and Captain E. M. Colver.

I

nearly one thousand recruits were enlisted, and on its
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return to the front at Nashville, it n muttered over

fifteen hundred Strong. At Nashville it was re-eipiip-

pcd, armed ami mounted.

Ahout May 1st. the Third moved from Columbia,

Tennessee, as the advance guard of the Seventeenth

Army Corps. At Cnurtlnnd, Alabama, the regiment

was engaged with the rebel General Rhoddy'a com-

mand. The rebels were routed with the loss of a

lieutenant-colonel, major and upward of thirty men
killed and wounded. Reaching Rome, the Third

Cavalry was assigned to a position on the left flank of

Sherman's army, and participated in the engagements

at Etowah, Kenesaw Mountain, Noonday Creek, and

at the crossing of the Chattahoochie river. It was

sent to Roswell. Georgia, to destroy the reM stores

and factories at that place. In this affair four hund-

red factory-girls were captured and sent through the

lines. At McAfee Bridge; on July 9th, four com-
panies of the Third Cavalry, under command of

Captain E. M. Colver, engaged a superior force of

relx-1 Texan cavalry, killing a lieutenant and seven men.

ami capturing a large number of prisoners and horses.

The regiment was engaged in the battle of Peach

Tree Creek and Decatur, and in the raid to Covington,

Stone Mountain, and in theStoneman raid, in each of

which it suffered severely. After the occupation of

Atlanta the regiment encamped at Decatur, Georgia.

It was sent in pursuit of Hood. It was engaged in

the battlesof Franklin, and before Nashville. It was

engaged in the Wilson raid through Alabama and

Georgia, ami at Selma, Montgomery. Macon and Grif-

fin. It was engaged in the chase after Jeff. Davis.

Lieutenant D. C. Lewis and a number of other officers

were captured at Selma. Lieutenant Lewis was after-

ward paroled, and while on his way home, was killed

in the explosion of steamer Sultana, near Memphis.

Under orders from General Thomas, the Third

turned over its horses and arnn at Macon. It pro-

ceeded to Nashville, and was mustered out, from thence

to Camp Chase, Ohio, where it was paid off and dis-

charged on the 14th of August, 1865, having served

four years.—less twenty days.

COMPANY -, THIKI) REGIMENT OHIO VOLl XTEERS.
Donata war.)

The following is the muster roll of a company in

the Third Regiment of Ohio Volunteers, commanded
by Colonel Samuel K. Curtis, and called into the ser-

vice of the United States by the President, under the

act of congress approved May 13, lS4*i. All but two

were enrolled at Norwalk, by (Jeneral McLaughlin,

and mustered into service at Camp Washington, Cin-

cinnati, Ohio, by Captain Shrivcr, June 24, 184fi.

They were discharged August 31, 184<>.

Owen Francis

Edward T

Sergeant Benjamin R Pratt

Sergeant Ebrneier 8. Socket

Sergeant Samuel Haskell.

Sergeant Daniel Leslie

11

Corporal Charleii Tupper
Corporal Hiram Brant

Corporal Kite D Eaton

CWpOMl Samuel N,

John Austin

William W. Ackerman.
Siln* Bemus.
Joseph Bosler

Matbew R. Blrdaell

Charles Bailey

John Van 1

Jescph Hoover
Slyvesler Hoyt.

John Jones
Alfred Jacobs
Sewton Leonard
Sidney C. Miller

John McGookey
Tiblu.Mabte

. Curtis

Alexander Cole

John D. Curtis

George Clark.

Leonard C. Cnmk.
William Church
MlloCaton.
Hiram A. Curtis

Orlando Chamberlln
pat-id M. Catlin

George Dart

Joseph Lmnlap
Samuel C\ Dean
George 8 Davis

James KUiot

Jasper Hint

Cyrus Francis

George I. Read
Henry Ray
Joseph Smith

Edward D. Stephens

Alfred B. Stephens.

Samuel Shields

Andrew I. Todd.

Warren Z. Webster
Jame* A. Wilson

Reuben 1 Woolcot
George Woolcot

Harry Woodruff

Fry Williams

Tbomas Riley

Cnarle* I

COMPANY C, FIFTEENTH UNITED STATES INFANTRY.

This company served during the Mexican War as fol-

lows: August 20, 1847, in the battles of Contreras and

Cherubusco; September 8th, battle of Moliuo del

Rev; Septeml>er 11th, battle of Chepanltepec; and

marched into the City of Mexico, under General Scott,

September 14, 1847.

Captain J. A.

A. Sutton Ketcbum

Sei

NoS-fomflWOONED ornciits

Laubenbelmrr Sergeant A. J. Dewa
Sergeant Anthony S. Sutton

Crawford 1

A. J. Sutton

Joseph Kelble

Robert Buck
George A. Dean
S.meon Jones
Alfa J.ues

CHAPTER XX.

ROSTER OF SOLDIERS

EIGHTH REGIMENT OHIO VOLI NTEER INFANTRY,

COMPANY D.

Mustered into the service at Camp Dennison, Ohio, June 44, 1N8I. Mus-

tered out of service July lit. IMtu.

commishjoned omcou.
Captain Franklin Sawyer, promoted to Major June as, 1"«1 ; to Lieuten-

ant Colonel November a, and to Brevet Brigadier General

March 1, 1H65.

First Lieutenant Daniel ('. Daggett, promoted to Captain July 9, 1S6I;

resigned June JT, l*U!.

Second Lieutenant Antbony S. Sutton, resigned March 1, ISCa.
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Xox-coMMtaSIOXKb ofnclM
First Sergeant John Held, promoted to Captain February ft, 1*12

Sergeant John (J. Reld, promoted in Captain or Coiu|>any H
i T. Hom e, i 11

t John Brlggs, killed in action at Antietam September II,

t Elljai. T Hust, killed In action at Winchester, Virginia. March

Con-oral Charles 8. Manahau. promoted to Finn Lieutenant March 1.

MM. killed at Spotlsylvanla May 14, l*W
Corporal Samuel P. Bonett. killed at Fredericksburg December M, l*W
Corporal WlUlam W. Farmer, killed in action at Antietam, Maryland.

September 17. I*«
Coriwral Exra Stevens, mustered out at expiration of service

Corporal William ttridley. Jr , mustered out at expiration of service.

Corporal Robert W. Park, discharged December 1. 1*M. for disability

Corporal Ebeuexer K S. Bunce. died March 7, 1*12, of wound* received

in the battle of Winchester.

Corporal Hubert W. r .niter, discharged August 2, 1842. by reason of

wounds received at battle of Winchester, Virginia, March Si, 1*02;

promoted to Captain U S A.

Musician. Allien Yeatman, mustered out at rxplratioo of service

Aaron Alvord. transferred to Invalid i

George H. Allen, discharged May 11.

IraH Brooks
811as Bemis, discharged January SO. ISO*, for disability.

Cornelius Booinan, transferred to Company C, June 25, l*il

Jay L Curry, discharged October 47, 1884, or disability

Daniel F Curtiss

George W CTiandler. promoted to First Lieutenant. West Virginia Cav
airy

Clarence Poneman. died October 18, l-^l

Joseph Dewaldt.

David Ennis

Vlrglt N. Enuis
William 8 Foster, promoted to First Lieutenant, Third Ohio Cavalry-

Robert Foster, discharged November 42, I*i2. by reason of wounds re-

eeived in the battle of Antietam. September IT. i«i.2

Frederic W Fowler, discharged January 44, 1*14, for disability

Horace Fling.

Fisher,

i Finn

rover, died at Grafton. Virginia. October. 1*1
James S. Graves, died December 17, 1*14

Peter OrifBn, transferred to Company C, June 45, 1*11

David W.
Samuel Holmes, discharged February L for disability

8amuel Holmes. discharged for disability

Lucius Hoyt. klUed inaction at Antietam. September 17. Mb*
Charles Johnson

Joseph F., Jameson
Nathan Jump
Charles B. Kefl-r. died of disease in the service

George Klinnell, discharged February I. 1*12

Joseph B Kn<>x

David w Long, transferred to Company C, June 45, 1*51

Thomaa Lee, transferred to Sixth I'ulted States Cavalry. October 42,

1*12

Charles Locher
George H Long, transferml to Company C, June 45, 1*11

Michael McCarthy, discharged February 1. 1*14, for disability.

Peter A. Miller, died at . (rafton, October 2. 1*11

John Marvin, Joined Sixth I S Cavalry

, In battle

at Antietam, Maryland.
17.1*14

Alexander Melville killed at battle of Antietam. September IT,

Tboma« Matthews. died of wounds received in the battle of the Wilder
nes*.

William F. Parker, discharged for wound, at Antietam
Wilson S Parker, promoted to Sergeant Major.

Johu F. Pycraft
Lucius A Palmer. discharged July 1. 1*54. for disability

Henry G. Rust

William Reynolds, discharged for wounds at Antietam
William Raymond, discharged January 9, 1*32. for disability

.I'.-lah Ra> inotid. discharged January 40, I"*h!, fur disability

Casper Rhoner. transferred to Fourth Ohio Veteran Volunteer Infantry.

June 21, 1«M.

Louis Rounds, transferrin! to Fourth. Ohio Veteran V

June 41. lsfti. promoted to Captain

John .1 Relber. transferred to Company C
!-•"!» S Rouse.

Hubert II Russell, die, I at < Ukland. • Hf.ler 25. t-.l

lutiteiT Infantry,

June 25, l"Sll.

Leo A Sweet, discharged OctoberxT. 1*11, for disability

to Sixth United States Cavalry. October 24.

Cavalry. OctoberCharles

.bed of

transferred to Sixth fulled

Frank Shaffer, killed in action at Gettysburg. Pennsylvania, July 3, 1*3
George A Scott, transferred to Sixth United Stales Cavalry, tlctolier

44. 1*12

James Taggart, transferred to Sixth ('tilted States Cavalry. October 42.

1*14

Joseph Taylor, transferred to Fourth Ohio Veteran Volunteer Infantry,

June 44. 1*51

Evander White
David White, discharged for disability. October 7. 1*14

William J Ward, died, December M, 1N63. at Sterensburgh

David O Ward, transferred to Sixth United States Cavalry, October

42, 1*54

Samuel F Wend, transferred to Sixth United States Cavalry, October

42. 1*12 •

WlUlam Wallace, transferred to Sixth Unite,! Slates Cavalry. October

44, 1*14

Frederick E West.

Christopher C
W Well,

Thet

1*12. for disability

for disability

of were mustered out with lb Com

FIFTEENTH REGIMENT OHIO VOLl NTEEK INFANTRY.

COMPANY A.

Arnold 8
Texas

Charles Hammond, mustered February St. 1*51, mustered out with com-
pany

Solomou Hammond, mustered December 17. 1*13. mustered out with

company.
William H. Hammond, muttered February 10, 1*11: date of discharge

not given.

Jeremiah Hartney. mustered February 4*. MM; mustered out with com-
pany

Francis Mullen mustered February 19. I*il; in-.istrred out with com-

pany.

Hugh McWhutter. mustered February 10. Wl.
Joseph Noble, mustered February 41. 1*1; mustered out with company
Joseph Whlsseit. mustered February 21. l*jt: date of discharge not

given

James W. White, mustered January 15, 1*H; wounded in action Decem-
ber 31. 1*12, discharged April 10, 1*13.

Peter Wycoff. mustered January 1. I*it; mustered out with com|wny.
Parker C Bird, mustered December 7. 1*M; discharged May 47. 1*55

nond. mustered February 10. 1*51: wounded In action May
II. I«*d: transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps

rhardsou mustered February 1". l*d. wounded in

May 47. MM: transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps

John Wycoff. mustered June *>. MM; transferred to Veteran

COtp*.

EIGHTEENTH HBO I M EXT OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,

COMPANY F.

into service August 15. 1*31. at Chattanooga.

Mustered out of servlw October ». 1*15

PRIViTXs

Ames veteran volunteer; mustered out with <

Dayton Andrews, recruit; discharged July 17. I*"l-">

William L. Benton, recruit; mustered out with coin

Daniel C Brooks, recruit; discharged May I'i. IT.

Harvey M Oarley. recruit; mustered out with companv
John 11 Coleman, recruit, mustered out with company
John L Ioinbar. recruit; discharged Ortoliei :», l*U

Harrison Eggleston. recruit: mustered out with cm 1*11.v.

John L Enuis, recruit: mustered out situ wpM»; appointed cor-

poral
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Burns T. French, recruit; muttered out with com
Solomon Foster, recruit: prisoner of war.
Joshua Foster, recruit; no record of <llaeli*rge

I May 10.

discharged July at. 1*5

John J. PlUen, i

Oeorge Snyder, appointed corporal Hay 10. 1*15.

Leonard a Simmons, recruit: discharged June 3, 1*3
Philip Smith, recruit; mustered out with company
Patrick Shannossey appointed corporal September 13, 1

, recruit: died of wounds Decemlwr 15.

NINETEENTH KEU1MENT OHIO VOLUNTEER INFAN-
TRY, COMPANY F.

into service at Camp Ford,

of service at San Antonio, Texas. October 34, 1885

Sergeant John F. Cook, discharged June IS, 1863

I L. Hall, discharged August 14. I

r* J. English discharged at expiration of service.

WlUlam N. Fugate, died March 14. IMS of wounds
Israel D. Gooser. appointed corporal ; wouude<I at C

Robert Huston, discharged October 5, 1864

Samuel McConnell, died November 33, 1863.

David M. Rainsburg. appolnte<l corporal; mustered out with company
i R. Ross, discharged October 5. 1464.

i P. Rainsburg, died February 33, l*g.
reiand, discharged October 5, 1*1

John B. Shipley, discharged October I. lWbi

Harry H. Shipley, promoted sergeen

t Varner, di4d October 19. 1*3.

TWENTY- Ft) L"RTH REGIMENT OHIO VOLUNTEER IN-

FANTRY, COMPANY A.

Organised »' Norwalk, Ohio, and mustered Into service June 14, 1*1
Mustered out of service June S3, 1

to accept an appointment in the
(No date given).

Adjutant of the regiment

First Lieutenant July
to Major of therejiment.

July 33, 1*1,

R Kellogg.

1861, and assigned to

Sergeant David S Bodflsh, died at Clarksburg, Virginia,

Sergeant John Acker
Sergeant David A Merrill, promoted Second LJeutenatr

assigned to Company F, January 10, 1*3
Corporal Hiram Whitney
Corporal John H Fosdlck, promoted to Sergeant December 46.

Corporal Paul Spohn. transferred to Company E, December 14

Corporal Nathaniel P Burt, promoted to Sergeant December V,

Corporal SumnerW Smead. discharged to enlist In Fourth U
lery. October S3. 1H6S

Corporal William W. Minor, promoted Sergeant February 38,

Corporal Francis W Bacon, discharged April 8, 1*3.
Corporal Charles B. Davis, discharged August 7, 1*3.

r 30. 1*3

Joseph Buckley.

Benjamin C

July 85

6, 1864;

1862

. 1*1

, 1*1

.

S Artll

Edward

Joseph E Boneu, discharged November 5. 1*1
John Bub, discharged August 5, 1862

George W Brown, promoted First Lieutenant and assigned to Company
C, August IS, ISM.

Henry E Camp, discharged June ffl. 1*2
John C Coleman, discharged January- S3, 1*53, to enlist In Twelfth V.

8 Infantry

Charles Coir man
Jame. W Crura, died June 27. 1*3
John Cock
Clark Calllgan, discharged March 5, 1*3
Henry Carr, veteran volunteer

Cortes Elliott, died at Cheat Mountain September 1, 1*1
Isaac 1 Furman. veteran volunteer

Robert H Herford. discharged June £5. IH83

Danforth G Henneway, discharged of wounds May 33, 1*8.
Isaac Hoiman
Carlton Humphrey, promoted Corporal January 14, 1*3
Charles I Hoyt
Arnold Haasler, promoted Corporal October 31, 1863

James H Jaques, promoted First Lieutenant July 4. 1*3
Epenetus P Kinney, died of wounds May 6, 186*

Joel W. Kinney
Henry Klabish

Lewis Q Kles, promoted Commissary Sergeant August 11 1*1
died May 18, 1863

March 6. 1*3
Albert F Le . promoted Corporal: died of -

nberS. 1
August Meyer, died No
Frederick Meyer
Joseph M Mlllis

Ambe s E Miller

David M Miller

John A Mrak. died September 8, 1*1
Edwin Miller, discharged April 21, 1863.

Mitchell A. Minor, promoted Corporal October 31, 1863.

John A Molock
Charles U Morehouse, promoted Sergeant Major December 18, 1*1.
Harlan K Page, died November 10, 1*1.
Julius F. Pratt, veteran volunteer

Addison Potter, ve
MUton F. Peitit

Frank E Pray

Fourth U. S.1863. to

William Rice

George H.

Levander Stacey.

Artillery.

John A Sheffield

William E Sherwood.
Henry F Sherman
John Thomas
Robert E TlUlnghast, veteran volunteer
Palmer Whitney, died of wounds April I", 1863

Edward Whitford. promoted Corporal January II,

Michael H Waggoner
James M Willaon. veteran volunteer

Lewis Sewell, promoted VuarWrniAster Sergeant
Charles Trowbridge, killed In battle April ?. 1*3
Edward C Peck, died of wounds April 17, UMt.
Calvin L Peek, dledtXtober 11, 1863

Lothr..p Taylor, died February 3. 1*1
Reuben F Atherton, died February «. 1*4

Daniel D Brooks, enlisted February SI. 1*1
Harry M Carey, enlisted January 5, 1*1
John B Coleman, enlisted January ft, !*4
Harrison Egletton. eulisted February at, 1*U.
Burnlce T French, enlisted February 33, 1*61

William Jeffrey, enlisted February 33, |*|.

Martin Ausburn, enlisted January 4, 1*4
John J Fillers, enlisted January 5, 1*4.

George Snyder, enlisted January 3, 1*1
Erastus t S<|ulre. enlisted January 5, 1*4
Leonard R. Sanmous, eulisted February 31. isivi.

Daniel Walper. enlistcl January 5. I»>4

ORlOtSAL CNLtHTMCST.

October 31, 1*3.

F. Buuidon, discharged June 6. 1*13.

Angus Mclaughlin, discharged July 31*. 1«6S

C. Hill, discharge! February 37. 1*3.
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COXPA N I C.

Organism! at Sandusky, Ohio; mustered into service, May IS, 1K1 : mus
tered out at Columbus, June 1. ISM

COKMlsalOMD OFFICI I.
-

First Lieutenant Enoch Weller, transferred to Company H. October \
IRU; promoted to Major, August !J, P*W; killed in action, December

31, 1*K
Second Lieutenant Dewitt C. Wadawortb, promoted to Captain, February

Ifi. MM; killed in battle of Chlckamauga. September an. I«S

NON-coHXiseioXKO opticus

Sergeant Frank L Myers, mustered out with company
Sergeant John M. Root, died August 94, Is*! <

Corporal Alfred Marlon, promoted to Sergeant. September 1, IHB1: killed

at battle of Stone river. December SI. l*d

Corporal Francis Bradley: died, March 44, IHfl'.'

Corporal Leonard B Osborn

Corporal John M . Shepard

Wagoner Cbarles Mc Graves, discharged February l«, IHB3

PB1VSTES
Nelson Arnold

John Ami
OUe Anderson, killed July S5, 1W1

John Brokely, died July 4. 1*B

Thomas W Carpenter, mustered out vrlth company

John Donevan, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps

George Part, killed by Joseph King. January IS. 11*3

Victor W. Frederick, I ransferred to Company H
John Heater, veteran volunteer

John H Hibler

Joseph King, sentence.! to twenty years imprisonment, and pay stopped.

for murder
William Luff

Michael McGookey, mustered out with company
Henry Myers.

John Malt, promoted Corporal ; discharged (uodate )

Peter Miller, mustered out with company.

George Nridt*. discharged. May 17, MM
Jason R Orton

James Ouinn.

Peter Ryan, discharged, April 3. is»«

Jackson Ryan, discharged. May 17, 1XW

Jacob Rlnehart. mustered out wilh c

Lewis Ruble
churl-, sills, discharged. January «>. I

Richard Sietle, promoted Corporal

I out with t

I out with .

William Tetswood. discharged, January an. I

William Voit, mustered out with company.
Vlning. mustered out with company

Charles Wilson

Jacob Warner, mustered out wilh company
Max Wolf

William Luff, discharged. May *. 1*1

John L Dunbar, transferred tothr Department of the Cumberland
John I. Ennis, transferred to the I>epartnien( of the Cumberland
Solomon Foster, transferred to rhe Department of the Cumberland
Joshua Foster, transferred to the Department of the Cumberland
Henrv Garrett, transferred to the Department of the Cumberland
I^ronanl Henry, transferred to tha l*epartment of the Cumberland,
William Marlow. transferred to the IVpartmentof the Cumberland.
David Steigle. transferred to the Department of the Cumberland.
Philip Smith, transferred to the I».-partment of the Cumberland
Patrick .Shnnnessy. transferred to the Department of the Cumberland.
Thomas Weston, transferred to the Ivpartment of the Cumberland

COMPANY G.

Or<anlr.e.l nt Monroevllle, Ohio Mustered Into service May lh, IMl
M.Hered out June W, lHKl

Captain Henry Terry, promoted to Major June «. ls«; killed at

tie of Stone River, Tenne.s «e. Def-mb^rla, IHrt'l

First Lieutenant Samuel clock. r<-«liriied October**, IWI

Second Lieutenant Robert G. Clark, promoted to First

transferred toCouiiMtiy H. Decemlier 14. IMal

OUis, promot** il to

April7.1HS2

Sergeant July SI,

appointed Sergeant

discharged July s, inn.

Sergeant Frederick HetteU
Corporal Benjamin F. Skinnr

Corporal Benedick Moser
Corporal William Bennett.

wounded at Stone River;

Corporal David O. Williams, promoted
1981. and transferred to Company H

Corporal John S. Rivers, killed at the battle or

7, twa
Corporal William B. Clark, discharged March 11, 1»1
Corporal Victor R Monroe
Corporal James Smith, discharged November IS, IMS
Wagoner, John OX'onner. discharged January U, ISM

Thomas C, Arnold.

an. mi .

I: died of wounds November 18. 19S3

James W Conant
Lutber Conklin

Charles C Clemmons. killed June3U. 1SK
Rotiert Dutchman, discharged Atigust 4, istil

Timothy Dorsey, died September i. IMS.

Henry Dewttt

William S Ftnoh. died February ". IMS
John O. Fredeiickson. discharged October S3, IMS. and enlisted in the

Fourth United States Artillery

Martin Frederickson. discharged on account of wounds, Feb 3». IMS
John Frlderger. died October 11. IHfS!

Henry I. Griffin, discharged September an, istii

Alexander I Grant, captured at Stone River

Peter Grisel

Lucas Geffell. discharged October SO. IMS. to enlist in the Fourth Unite*
Sutes Artillery

Youngs Gregory. discharged January 2, IMS

A Hulbert. discharged to enlist In Fourth United States Artil-

lery, October as, IMS
John Harley, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps

David W. Heath, discharged to enlist in Fourth Unit

October S3. MM
Paul Hager. transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps

William H Hughes
William Hyber
George M. Hulburt. discharge.1 February S3. 1M3

James Herrington

Charles W. Hopkins, discharged June IMS
Gotleib Holier

Martin L Hahn
William Jeffries

Charles Kem. died August 14, MM.
John A. Lantx. transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps
Lewis Lemmon -

8tephen C Lobdell. discharge! Atigust \ IMS.

Jan

llczcklab Masten, discharged February «. 1*1.

Ahratn R Marsh, discharge.1 September S3, IMS.

i leonre F. Norman
Dennis i > Hrien, killed at Stone Klver. December 31,

Antor> Peach, captured at Chickamaugn
John Roiugele. died March Sw, !*«
Joseph Rider, discharged October Id. IMS

Joseph Reamer, 1st

Joseph Reamer, ltd, captured at Chlckamauga
J..-I W Rk kel. wound.-. I at

Ht tier Squires.

J .hn Stephens, discharged October S3. 1*11. to en
United States Artillery.

list In the Fourth

Jach Swartx.

Ca>|«-r Sealmlt

Thomastt. Stucbflehl

J. hn H.

t: in-". . ! t,. v. f.
i an Corps

died Oct..l«-r 13, l-.i

Augu-t Thorns*
Willisni Williams, discharged IVcernlier n. ma
( harl. s Welst. di«-barge.l August a. l»i.

Edgar A. Welch
Uaa • lt. tin.Tt
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THIKTY-SEi ONI) REGIMENT OHIO VOLINTEEH IS-
FA XTKY, COMPANY K.

into service, September 7, IfMI, at Camp Dennlson, Ohio,
out of service, July »l, HIS, at Louisville. Kentucky.

Captain Jay Dyer.

COKKIWIWtp officer

April 10. I*ft4

NON-COMMIOSIOXED OFFICER

First Sergeant Russell B. Bennett, promoted chaplain

PRIVATES

Albert C. Bailey

Alfinz.i Blawett
Benj. Y. Blaney
Asa C'arr

Jacob Carr
AmbaC Cole.

George H. Courier
Aan.n Clossen

lllram C. Fuller

t Fravel

JameH Herroun
Knlah Irwin

Willis Lake
William B. >

Aden Mullen
Mile* McLeod.
John (' Suit

George Osborne
William Piper

Harmon Robins

i J. Stark.

David Sherman

.

John W. Taylor

James S. Tyler

Phillip H Waters
ftenrge WarflVId

Oscar F. Weeks

on expiration of original

r out ore on tile in

Joho 0 rsuch

Enutua F. Granger
Thomas ('. (iaylord

Thorn** H. Grist

Jesse W. Gardner
Burton Huhhell

William Z B«MmII
Nathaniel Hnycnck
George Have >ck

Enoch Hartrum
Ira Hartrum

THIRTY-SIXTH KEGIMEXT OHIO VOLINTEEH IX-
FAXTRY, COMPAXY E.

Mustered into service, February 2S. 1*6. at Cumberland, Maryland.
Mustered out or service July S7, IW5. at Wheeling. Virginia

PRIVATE*

I from Company E. Thirty Fourth Regiment Ohio Volunteer
Infantry.

James V Kirk
Isaac J , Mead

Theodore Gearing Jacob M.illrnkoph
John ~

Samuel Sloan
Mulligan. dl»eharge<l May 14, l*M

with one exception, were mustered out with company.

TH I KTY-SEV EXTH OHIO VOI.l XTEEK IXF.VXTRY,
COMPAXY A.

amp Bro
tered out of service August 7, lt*A at Little iWk,

Corporal Jacob Fthr. mustered out with company
Private Jobann Engraft*, mustemd out with company

COMPANY K.

service September Vi, 1*H, at Camp Brown, Ohio Mm-
out of service August 7, 1*6. at Little Rock. Arkansas.

NO.H-COMMlastO.YED OFFICERS

.

First Sergeant Selialdus Hassler, discharged for promotion April 19.
I*s>l

Sergeant Henry Reutsh, promoted Q. M. Sergt
Corporal Peter Sailer, dlacharged October B, MM.
Musician. Glubort Raymond, appointed Chief Bugler September 19. MM.

PRIVATE*

to Veteran Reserve Corp. April .*». ISM
edfor wounds June 1. l*».i,

June II. is»«

December 19. isftj,

eer; discharged for wounds April 5, IHS.V
Corporal: discharged September 1». ISw.

11 A

John Straus, promoted Corporal; killed In action May 17. ISA*

Henry Stall, discharged for wcMinds May 28 (no year).

John Steinrich, killed in action May U. 1SH.
Henry Schmidt, veteran volunteer.

Adolph Schwab, veteran volunteer; mustered out with company
I out with (

COMPANY t..

Mustered into service

tered out of service

CorjM.ral August

' Joseph Aborte,

Joseph Gartlo,

r 19. I*H, at Camp Brown, Ohio Mus-

7. 1*6, at Utile Rock, Arkansas

PRIVATES

George Metzger.

Lewis Schwann.

FORTIETH REGIME X T OHIO VOLINTEEH INFANTRY.
COMPAXY L

Mustered Into service Decern!*

tered out of service -

this i

it. IHfll. at Camp Chase, Ohio Mus-
IXo muster-out rolls of

on file at Columbus.)

First Lieutenant Miltou Kemper.

Sergeant David R Bro

Corporal John Keartts

Corporol

:

Joshua Barker.

William Chambers,
Samuel Chambers,
James Corner,

8tephen Demon*,
Conrad Fox,

William Grim,

i orporal Jacob Edwards.
Corporal James L. Kemper

Lewis Jones.

Nelson Maze,

Francis Pilliod.

Victor Soupp.
David Starret,

Christian Waggle;.

Jacob Waggler.

FORTY-FIRST OHIO VOI.l XTEEB INFANTRY,
COMPAXY H.

into service at Camp Wood. Ohio, October IS,

out of service November 47,

to Company 1, to

motion.

Sergeant John 0. Strong

Corporal William H. Pierce.

Corporal Daniel H. Smith
Corporal William H. Rossitter. promoted to Sergeant.

Mus eian Alonxo Hosford

PRIVATES.

Senec* A Camp, killed in battle April 7.

1

Hanson H Camp.
James H. Grant, killed In battle November S3, 1**).

Charles Ounsaul. killed in battle, November as. 1S*3

Edwin Hosbrook.

Lester I Marks
Auuilla Mains.

Emmur E Rossitter. killed in battle December tl, l«W.

Floyd Kossltter.

Philander Taleott

COMPANY I.

veteran volunteer.

Peter (lucky, discharged May Hi. 1*6.

Henry Tuttle, promoted Cor|>ural. IH(»

William Orvene. discbsrged June 7,

Henry Talctt, killed in battle N'oveiiiber J7, |s«-j.

John Glcnson. discharged June 7, l*ii5.

Elmer N Wilkinson, veteran volunteer; promoted Corporal

Sherman R Haskell, discharged January V, 1*6.

Francis Klenungger. mustered out. (So datei

COMPANY K.

Private Ciilhert W Sherman, died in hospital. (No dale)
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FIFTY-SECOND ItEOtMENT OHIO VOLUNTEER INFAN-
TICY, COMPANY K.

August »».

1SAJ

Mustered "lit of

FIFTY-FOURTH OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY,
COMPANY F.

Mustered into service October 31. 1*>I Mustered out of service August
15, 1«5.

cokkibaioned orrieKR.

Lieutenant Samuel Starr, promoted Captain; resigned March 15. 1*33

Cornelius Boyd
Peter Bate*

Peter Mahon
Charles Merrit

Andrew Nelson

Martin Ordner
Ollbert S. Oreutt

John Ruth
John

;

William '

FIFTY-FIFTH REOIMENT OHIO VOL I"STEER INFANTRY.

FI«LD AMD uTArr

Colonel John C. Lee. resumed, >Iajr «, |H*3.

Lieutenant-Colonel George H. Safford, resigned. March I. 1*53.

Major Daniel F. DeWolf, resigned October si, 1*14.

ChaplMn John it. W. Cowles. resumed, July 81, 1*14.

lllpl Jay Kllng. mustered out on expiration of service.

Assistant-Surgeon Henry R Spoouer. promoted to Surgeon, November
40, IBM, and assumed (o Sixty First Regiment Ohio Volunteer In-

A. Q. M. Robert (i. Pennington.

I L. Lambert, appointed October 45, PM.
yuartermaster Sergeant Benjamin C Taber, promote.! First Lieutenant;

July 17. 1862, appointed Regimental Quartermaster.

Commissary Sergeant James O Millen. transferred to Veteran Reserve
Corps

Hospital Steward William E. Child*, re-enlisted as veteran volunteer.

January 1. II*M

COMPANY A.

into service at Norwalk, Ohio, December SI, l*H Mustered
out of service at Louisville. Kentucky, July 11. l«j

oo»»t*sioNio orricsas

to Colonel, and killed 111 actioni B. Uombee, promoted
at ResacH. Georgia, May 15. 1-61

First Lieutenant Benjamin F.

Deeemt>er *<. 1*3.

. H. Long.

to Captain;

IT.

S.ON COMMISSION ED orriCKIlS

Mi promoted t(. "I" resigned Janu-Ftrst Sergeant Henry
arylS, 1W.

Sergeant John E. Kunkel. transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps.

Sergeant Charles M. Smith, promoted Second Lieutenant.

Sergeant Albert J. Dttnick. mustered out at expiration of service.

Sergeant William H. Harrington, mustered out at expiration of service.

Corpora.! Lyman T. Font, veteran volunteer, promoted Sergeaut Janu
ary I, !*H

Corporal John Stevens, discharged for disability July, l*iJ.

Corporal John Ryan, discharged for dlaalilllty Augnst 24. I*i4

Corporal George A. stlllsou, dlacharged for disability July. MM,
Corporal Sidney F. Sinclair, discharged for disability July 44, ls«W.

Corporal Oreli J Stark. discharged for disability August 7. 1*14.

Musician. Daniel Herrimt. died n prisoner May 47, I*y.

Musician, Oeorge W lioodell. veteran volunteer, mustered out with
company.

Wagoner, William 11 ( -ryder, .li«-sl of small pox July SO, l««»i

mivsTxs.

Horace 11 Adams, VttOfM volunteer. mustere>l out with company
Nelson Barber, died of wonnds May •*>, l-«13

Philip Breklei . veteran volunteer, mustered out with .

M,

Thomas Beckley, veteran volunteer, mustered out with company
Stephen Beckley, promoted Sergeant December 17, lStM.

Jamest Boughton, veteran volunteer, mustered out with company.
Louis S Bergstrener, transferred January 1«. 1*H.

Joseph Ball, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps September I. 1*13.

James Carver, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corns Srntemljer 14. 1*13,

John Chinrock. died of wounds. July SI. 1«J.

Howard M Coleman, discharge,! October ». 1*K
Albert Chapman, discharged April M, 1H»4.

Albert P. Curry, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps, January 15. ISM.

William CharvUI discharged September 1. 1*8
Milton Crockett, mustered out June 3. 1H65

Elliott A. Cobb, veteran volunteer, mustered out with company
AlomtoCorser promoted Sergeant March 1. 1*«: Vetera

Henry R Carver, mustered out June 44, lifts

Levi Close mustered out June 4, 1*15

Miles Duesler. promoted Sergeant ; died June 3, IN83, of i

at Chancellorsvillr, Virginia. May 4.'l*»

John J. DuesJet. discharged on account of

right arm amputated

Frauds Davis, muttered out with company.
George O Dietrich, mustered out with company
Uriah M. Eckhart. veteran volunteer; re enlisted

tered out with company
Martin J. Ford promoted C..rporol January 1. 1*51; veteran volunteer.

Benjamin F. Fulkerson. lost on steamer General Lyon, while a prisoner.

Arthur Franklin, killed at Cbancellorsvllle, Vlrglula, Maya. 1*53

John Orubb mustered out with company
William H. Goodson. discharged July 44.

Francis Gale. di.cha.ged November 41. IHtUi

Henry' Gale, discharged April 4:1. 1*«.

John Gleeson, veteran volunteer

Henry Oehrlng. discharged August, l*S
Oeorge H. Gale, .llscharged May I*. 1*14

Charles Gale mustereil out December 40 1*43.

Charles Haler. killed at Resaca. Georgia. May 15. lsc.t

Henry J. Hay ward, promoted Corporal January I, l*H, veteran vol-

unteer

Henry Henney. veteran volunteer

Theophilus P. Howard, discharge'! November 48, 1*54

William Hartman. received gunshot wound through right arm at Chan-
cellorsvllle. Virginia.

Samuel Henney. veteran volunteer; died of wound received at I

William Hyde, died^March If, 1*3

Dexter R Jones, discharged November I 1*14

Rollln Jacoy, die-l March SO, lnoi

l*»

William E Miller, promoted Sergeant January I. 1*11

John Mover, mustered out with company
Charles R Matbis. dischenred December 10. I*»
Amauilus Mohr.died of wounds. July It. 1*13, received at Clianeellors-

ville. Virginia

Aretas Miller, mustered out with company
James G. Millen.

David McCormlek. veteran volunteer

Jamea B. Mohn
Oeorge W. Orwig. veteran volunteer; mustered out with company: cap-

tured at ChauceUorsvllle, Virginia: paroled and exchange.!

Jobn Pelghtle. veteran volunteer: mustered out with company

Silas P. Riley, killed at second l»ttle of Bull Run, August 30, l*i4

Ellas Smith, veteran volunteer

William stegman. mustered out with <

Samu-l Smith, discharged April I'.. I*U
discharged March 43. lt.14

J.

Jonas Shoemaker, veteran volunteer

William E. Sheffield, discharged Desvml>er, I*i4. of wounds received at

the second battle of Bull Run
James SowanR died at Louisville, Kentucky. July 7. 1*H> from wound*.

William Sowards, veteran volunteer

Ashael P. Smith, promoted to H rspitat Steward. May 1. !*'V

Row* C. Tremalti, vet.-rati volunteer; mustered out w ith company
Amaziah Th"rp. mustered out with OOMiMJ.
Oeorge W Todd, discharged liecember 44 I^IH

Charles H Welch, vetenm volunteer, mustetvt! out w ith i oiupony.

Ell C. Wright, died of bmHUh Miitvh 4 1-W4

Oeorge O. Winters, not on must, r-out roll

Jefferson VV right, mu«ter.vl out with company
Moses W. Wilt luiistei-e-l out with c-ompuny

S Williams, killed near BeiitonvUlo, North Carolina Man-h l«.

H Hitting.

sylve-ter llevel.me enlwte.J Feb 19 IstU.

veteran volunteer: tnustrre.1 out with <

Febru«r>14. l*v*; Btuaterwl '"l with cm

out with ci tnpai.y
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Martin Landetucualer enlisted February 8. MM; mustered nut with

company
Wllllam M Giles, recruit

Frederick Close dlacharged October IS l*M

Junes J. Null, recruit.

Edward Famsworth. discharged June 8, 1*15

George W, MMi discharged

Nelson Crockett, promoted Second Lieutenant; wounded at Bull Run;
discharged June 3 1*J5

Jacob B. Wales, recruit

Walter E. Long, recruit

i F. Moore, recruit

COMPANY C.

Mustered Into service October 10 WW, Mustered out of service

July II. inns

Captain Horatio N. 8hipma
First Lieutenant Henry

A Q M July 1*. 1*63

orrtciKx

March 10. 1*13

.signed March 15. 1

.SOX-eoMMIaSIOSErj orFICEKs

Fi st Sergeant Walter W. Thomas promoted Second Lieutenant March
IS 1882; died Apnl 0. 1*8

Sergeant Thomas O. Lear)', promoted First Lieutenant March 0, 1*J^

resigned Decemlier 28. 1*53

Sergeant James Young, discharged April 23, l*i3

- L.
"

First Scryi-'iuit;

Virginia. August u. MM
Sergeant Robert Young, promoted Sergeant January I. 1*U
Corporal John R. Lowe

Run August 30. 11*1

.

Corporal Henry B. Warren
tysburg July $ UN.

Conioral Charles H. Lockwood. discharged March *a. !*5S

Corporal Edwin H. Butler, discharged January so. 1*13

Corporal William Bellamy, banner bearer, killed August SO, l*JS

Corporal Bradford N, Kellogg, veteran volunteer; mustered out with

company
Corporal William II. Long, appointed Sergeant October 16, Ml; dis-

charged October ST. 1*54

Corporal James D. Walker, discharged October 1*52

Musician, John Bowers, discharged October 3, 1*52

Musician. Billy N Messenger, discharged September !. 1*52

r. Justus Squire discharged October I, l*tt

Albert <J. Adam*, discharged November 2S, 1*12

Ernest Anson, woumleil at Gettysburg July 3, 1*13;

company.
Jack B. Burch, i

I out with company
1*M

[ P. Barton, promoted Corporal; wounded at Resaca, Georgia, May
IS, 1*M: died May «. MM.

William H. H. Bemls. discharged October 27. 18R2

Silas Brown, discharged June 22, MM.
Robert Blake, veteran volunteer; mustered out 1

Benjamin F. Bemls. killed November 23. 1*13

Enoch M. Bell, veteran volunteer: mattered oi

Thomas Carr. discltarged January I. I*M
William A. Crawford, promoted Corporal: killed at Resaca, Oeorgia.

May IS. 1*11.

Milton N. Cowles, promoted Corporal; caplure<l at McDowell. Virginia;

exchanged: mustered out with company.
Andrew W. Clawaon, promot. d Corporal Noveinlier 7. 1*M.

William Coultrip, wounded at second Bull Hun battle.

William Cowell, wounded at second Bull Run little

James M. Chaffee, discharged December 2l». l-ol.

Henry U. Ellis, discharged Septeinl>er h. Wi
, died July IK. I*i2

• F. FuUer. discharged January M, l*W

Henry J Fay. promoted Corporal January s. I*;.-,

Wesley C. Fay, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps March I, 1*31.

N/rum tiregory, inustered out May *), 1*15.

Henry II. Hea, died a prisoner J uly. 1*12

Henry H He««. discharged June \ 1*»
Edwin H. HolllBter. discharged September 21. 1*52

TbiimasJ. Harris

lames Hnrtney, promoted Sergeant October 28, ISM.

Edward <J. Harris, discharged April 10. 1**1.

William Gaeger
George E Jefferson.

William Jurrett, discharged March I

David E. Jefferson, transferred to 1

1*13.

Michael Kavanagh
Alotuto Keeler, promoted Sergeant January' 1, 1*1

Bumie M Kline, veteran volunteer, mustered out t

Charles C. Lowe, promoted Corporal July 11. 18f>l

Jacob Mitchell, killed at Gettysburg July 3, l*V3

John R Myer. killed at Gettysburg July 3, 1*13

Samuel MeOuckln. killed at second Bull Run August M, 1*3

David McGuckln. discharged April ffl, IWW
Azenia A. Nlcklea, promoted Sergeant May I, 1*15

Francis M. Nlckles. promoted Corporal May 1. 1*55

Albert Nlles. discharged May SO. 1.183

WiUiston Osborn, discharged Octobers. 1*52

Cyrus M. Osier, discharged February «, ISM.

John P. Par died March 6. 1*82

William M. Parks, discharged October 27. MM
George W. Plue, discharged September I. I "ft!

Jackson N. Plnney. transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps.

Henry C. Plnney, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps, IS

John C. Purdy, veteran volunteer, mustered out with c

William E. Pollock, killed at Gettysburg July 3. MM,
Lewis Ray, discharged December 3, 1*W
Edwin F. Rnssell, transferred to Volunteer Reserve Corps
Lewis Roberta, veteran volunteer, mustered out with company.
William H. Robinson, discharged September 30. 1*52

George Ri'*. discharged March 10. 1*52

Frank W. Sparks, discharged Octol>er 19, 1*H
Rush R Sloan, died at Grafton. Virginia, March 8. 1*K

H. MM.
to Veteran Reserve Corps. January 15,

B. i

Charles S Saeman, discbarge I November It, 1*M
Daniel D Stage, died October 40. imi
James II. Stage, veteran volunteer, mustered (

Benjamin Tanner, discharged July is, i*ia.

John Taylor, veteran volunteer, mustered out with company
Robert Vangorder. transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps. March 1, I

Jonathan Welch, Jr.. promoted Corporal May 1. 1*55.

Francis A. Williams, discharged October*), 1*53.

David A Warren, promoted Sergeant; veteran volunU
Gettysburg ami Bull Run

George W. Wright, discharged September !». 1*12

John White, discharged January 1*13

Luther A Welch, discharged April 16. 18R.1.

Sylvester Hull, killed May 15, 1*51, at Reaacca. Georgia

Jay]
Jerome Welch. .

Corporal 1

WUbert L Green, discharged January 14, !*»
Ellhti WestfaU, recruit, discharged September IB, 1*53.

si. MMi July 10. 1*11

IT, 1885

COMPANY 0.

Into service October 16. IM1I

July 10, 1*15.

out of service

faplaln Frederick,

Flr«t 1

MM

resigned February 12. t*i3

Wickliam. promoted to Lieutenant Colonel.

Frederick H. Boall, promoted to Captain June I,

11. IH8i

xdn »'..n*i«*ioNsn orricER*

First Sergeant Charles M.
t-fil: resigned

promoted First 1.

20, l*M.

April I, l*M;

.'Vrgeajit tutherB
Sergeant Bama Coojwr, discharged September *),

^k•rgeant James P. Jones, promoted to First

musler«l out March Vi, l*i5

Corporal Alvln B. Chose.

CorpOtml Willuun C. Penfleld. promote,! S-rveant; ca]itur.sj at Gettys-

burg. Peiinsyvania.

Con>oral Freiierick Rouibo.

Coiporal Thetslore M. Wo nl, promote<l Seix^aut. uouudod and taken
pri».n.-rat Cluuiceliorxville, Virginia, May I^ii; exchanged: mus-
UmssI out with company,

CoqsH'al Jacob Fetteriuan. kille.1 at iwittle .>f Bull Run August 1*W.
Corporal Noble Call. disi:ltargrs I July. ivi-.'.

corpiral George Colllugw.jod, promoted Sergeant; wounded at

cvllorsvllle. Virginia. Mays, MM
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Corporal Edward E. Sbnyes. discharged November an. IMS.

Musician. Guel M Wood.
Musician. Wm, Waldron

r. Charles Florence, veteran voluuteer

Andrew Anderson. •li~_ i.ari.-vd September *, 1*3.

Chauncey Adams, discharged January 18, It*-'.

John Bltterman. discharged April IS, 1*1.

David Battce. died July .1. 1*8

William Btler. discharged. (No date)

George Bailey, veteran volunteer

Edwin Bedell, discharged February ». 1*3.

Flnlcy Benson, veteran volunteer

Irvin E. Barker, discharged I>eeember 23, 1*8.

Mmn P Brewster, discharged February )-*«. 1*1

Robert E. Bailey, veteran volunteer

Jacob A Brown, taken primer at Gettysburg. Pennsylvania, July 8,

1*3.

Jacob Brown, veteran voluuteer

David L. Carpenter, taken prisoner at Gettysburg, IVnnsylvania. July

j, i!>6a.

William F Clark. discharged Decembers. 1861.

ken prisoner at Gettysburg. Pennsylvania, July 2, 1*4

i Cromwell, discharged on account of wounds received at second

battle of Bull Run (No date)

( Doran.

George Doll, died at Alexandria. Virginia (No date.

Richard Dobney. diwharged January 14. 1*3.

Mathew Donnelly, discharged December 22. 1*2

Joseph L. Day, discharged October 10, 1*8.

Thomas E. French, discharged, October IS, 1*8.

Henry Freeman, dls- harged. February 2*. 1*8

John J Fisher

Charles E. Gaming
Jacoh Goble. veteran volunteer.

Charles C Godfrey, discharged. September*. 1*2

Samuel Harrington, taken piisom-r at Gettysburg. July 8, 1*3

John Hannerott. veteran volunteer

Henry W Husted. killed at Cbancellorsvllle. Virginia. May 2, I

Evelyn E. Hunted, promoted Corporal.

James M Hartand. transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps.

1*1
Charles H Horton. promoted Corporal

Charles L Hurlbut. promoted Corporal

LorlnC Hill, veteran i

icellorsvllle. Virginia, May 2. 1*8
Oustave Knapp. (

Alonao B Keeler. capture 1 at Cha

Phillip J Keller

Clarence L Keeler, killed. June 1. 1

Phlletus C Ijithrop

Samuel Lane, discharged. August 83 isti8

Peter Ludwlg,

Henry Miller.

Thomas Newberry. ili»charge<l, April 22 1*8.

Charles Olens, transferred to Fourth Culled States Cavalry.

Walter R Perrtn

.

George I* Palmer
Luitvrig Relsterer. transferred to Veteran Reserve Corp*. September 14.

JalrusH Rowland
Charles A Stove-

. discharged. December S3. 1*8
Charles Stacey, captured at Gettysburg. Pennsylvania. July 2. Ms
John Strouliiiour

William K Starr,

Anthony Shipman, dis.horged. (no date i

Adolph Slhold.

Anthony Stienly

Benjuulu C Taber. promote- 1 Otiarterina«ter Sergeant
Abn.-r l> Twaddle
John M Trradweil
Thomas C Tin lor

Jacob c I'ti. discharged for vouncl «, January 2. 1*8.
E Iwar I K. Volck. wounded at Bull Run. died September 25, 1*2
Sumie-r A Wing
Daniel Welts, discharged. December 2, |».J

' H 'Walsworth. died. July li>. 1**J

i Wilson, killed at ( hsn.-ellor.vill,-. Virginia. May 2. I'M
Geo-*.- Wilsey. discharged, mo -late,|

Jo«c;.„ Zimmerman, vteron volunteer.

Carl Zend.T« n,.nn.l.-l at Hull Run. Augu« 2J». 1*12

William Zjirr

COMPANY E.

Mustered into service at Norwalk. Ohio. December 31. 1*1. Mustered
out of service at Louisville. Kentucky. July 11. 1*.\

COMMISSIONED OFFICERS

Captain Edwin H. Powers, promoted to Major December So. 1*1; pro-

moted Lieutenant Colonel June 27. 1*4; Acting Colonel when mus
tered out with regiment

Find Lieutenant Albert E Peck, promoted to Captain March 0. 1*8;
killed May 13. 1*1

Second Lieutenant Fran-is H Morse, promoted to Captain March 1»,

IWd; resigned April 2<>. 1*1

First Sergeant Hiram K
nt Henry W. Crosby

ik. iMtia

Corp« August I,

Sergeajit John H.

Sergeant Aniliers Rio-

Corporal George W.
Corporal Ira D. Peck, discharged April 1H. 1*3
Corporal John West, discharged July 28, 1*3
Corporal John L. Flaharty

Cor|Hiral Alpheus J, Peck, veteran volunteer

^orporal John Bellman, promoted Sergeant: veteran volunteer

Corporal John F. Wheaton. discharged September 22. 1*3
Corporal William K Smith
Musician, John Allman

3. 1*3

in shoulder at

died of wound. August 2*. 1«B
April S. 1*2

Henry Baxtuer. veteran volunteer

Thomas E. Buckley, discharged for woun
Thomas Banning, discharged May 1R. 1*4
Lewis Bellman, died July II. 1*2
William F. Crnpo. discharged October 11.

John Coppln". veteran volunteer.

William Clinton, discharged November 21

WflHam Collins, veteran volunteer

John Coupe, ptoi

of Bull Run
William E Childs, appointed Hospital

William Deleany. died Fehruary 14, 1*3
James Doughty, died March 22, 1*2
Burton Farnsworth, discharged September 13, 1*2
Johu Furguson, discharged Fehniary 14, ISM
Divid Gates, veteran volunteer

George H.marth transferred to Sixth United States Cavalry
10, 1*8

William Harphaln
William Harris, died December ;. IW.2

William K Horr
Edward
Henry H.ffr»n. veteran

Michael Hinocey. wound -d at Chancellorsville. Virginia, May 8.

left hand and arm
Sldner Hooper, din-harged April 10. 1*2
Edwin F Hood, veteran v<ilunteer

Francis L. Jupp.

Mellvllle .Itt'iiinon. vett-ran volunteer

Ira S Jump, veteran volunteer.

William Jor.es

Henry C. King, discharged October 19. 1*2
Hetirv Kloon, di»charit>-l Auitu«t 29, 1*2

JMmR l.owry. vet«-ran vi

vllle. Virginia. May 2. 1*8
.lame* Usrklns

Eira Lee
Alomto ftford, dlsrh,inre.l March II. I

George W Mums, drowned April 1". 1*2. -

<leorge H Malloy
Rufu-. Norton, discharged June S», IM
Henry W. Opfer. uuu-harge.1 July 2. W«
Henry opfer, klll<-<l at i!,-tty»burg, Pennnylvania, July :t,

Cyrrance A Peck, dlsi-harzed September 12. 1*2
Sterlim.' H Po-<t. u-t.-ran \olunt«-er

Benjamin lVn«.-. vel.-r.ln v. ilurit"»T

Beiiininln Pronto, veteran volunteer

An«oti 1'i-a-*'-. Vfternu v-lunti-er

>lyron B Runyan. v.-teran v,ilunteer

Alexander M Richanls. ilisi-oarged Novemls-r Id. 1*8
Jonathan Smith. %eteran volunteer,

ginm in ih<- hand

In head at Chancellors-

Vlr
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Horace Smith, died February -Jrt, l*tt

J.-d-dlah I> Smith, veteran volunteer

Ambrose D. Smith, discharged July !.' I*i}

Robert Scott, veteran volunteer: vouDtted »t CtaactNowrttle, Virginia.

through hip aud leg

Kdwsrd Sharp
William K Spcrart

John W. Saftman
Frederick J. Slattcrle discharged November IV IMI
Martin Van Sickles. transferred to Veteran lli-wnr Corps.

Oeorgc Wmklepllek. discharged November Hi.

John Wiuklcpiick. veteran volunteer

Allen A Winters veteran volunteer

Dav.d William.. .lU.-l.arK"! March 1!». I*i3

Frank Wyatt veteran volunteer

iT Lambert, promoted Sergeant Major. OetoWr i\ t*.l

f'OMPAKY I.

Into service at Xorwalk. Ohio. December 81, 1851. Mustered

...it of servi.s- at U.uisvillc. Kentucky, July 10. 1MB,

Captain Ira C Terry. resigned October 31. ISrt*

First Lieutenant Richard Patrick, returned June I", I*i3

Second Lieutenant Hartwell Osboni, promoted Captain August 4. 1*1

MoN O.gslxsloNCD OFFICERS,

First Sergeant Nelson H. Nicholas, discharged January I, l*Vi

Servant Beiijamin F Era i*. promoted toC'aptaiu April it. 1*V>

Sergeant Rodner Snnford. died Janiuiry 14. !*J'i.

Ncryc.u.t Albert Gage, discharged September 1. 1*W.

Sergeant Robert renoon, veteran volunteer

t'orp-iral Elias Bui-rough

Corporal Mason Catlin. killed in actiou May S. IWI. at ChauceliorsvUle,

Virginia

Corporal Hiram W. McQlotie.

t'orporal Andrew J. Sykcs, promoted Serjeant; veteran volunteer

t'orporal Russell S Owen, promoted Sergeant

t'orporal Joseph Zuher, veteran volunteer.

Corporal Daniel Sweetland. transferred to Veteran Reserve Corp*

Corporal Henry C Love, died March 14. MM,
atban Dam-cr. died July 15*. IMC.

. Dwight Lee.

Daniel D Rnsjeis,, discharged July 13. INK.

alVATBH.

WUIUiii H. Barber, veteran volunteer

Lucius Balx .K k. transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps January II. 1H64.

iidolph M Bard, wounded at a»aoeeli..rsville. May 3, l*A and at the

aeond battle of Bull Run. August 3. 1*1*.

Jacob F Beck, died July 3, l*M.of wound, received at Gettysburg, Vlr

Clark Berry.

Hiram D Barber

Aloiuo D. Barber, veteran i

William F Baheock.

Henry Brown, discharged March 5, !*«

Coleuuui Brown, discharge! January tf. 1*14

Alonx-. II Burllugham. wounded at Gettysburg July 3, !*(&

Joseph Coxier, discharged March IS, 1H68

Frederick A. Crney.
Ch.vrles Clark, veteran v.dunteer

Harvey A. Cross, veteran volunteer.

Charle» A Carr. veteran volunteer

Ellsha Cole.

Sebastian Daha. ill-charged January HI, 1*D.

Minor L Day. veteran volunteer.

De Puy. promoted Sergeant; wounds at Chanerlh.rsville. Vlr-

. May i, 1*13

I A DePuy,

Jerome Franklin, veteran volunteer.

Burdelte Ooodell. veteran volunteer

John Hoyle*.

Frank M Hunt
Henry C Hauford, discharged. March". l(*U3

Zadock M Hunirerfor.1, discharged. September H>.I*W

Olin B Johnson
William Jenkins.

Hiram Johnson.

Brundage Knapp. died.

Jairus Knapp. disoharg.

J. ad Knapp. discharged.

Luther J. Moore, discharged. December II. 1*53.

Joseph McConnell
John T McMonia.
James McConnell diM-harged. August 35. I*1j

tteorge T. May. veteran volunteer.

Emery i Iwen, veteran volunteer

William W. Potter, discharged for wounds. lVcetnber it, 1*W
Charles F. Prude., wounded in action at Chancellor die. Virginia. Mav

1*13

Samuel Poat, discharged. Maivh *S. Prti.

Amlrew Heed, dischnrge.] July 38. lKrc.

Jerome Robinson, kllle.1 inn.-tion. May t. 1*1*

Owar Kawson died September I l*« of wounds deceived nt Bull Run.

fleityshurg, Pennsylvania.

August U. I*W
d. March t, MM
November 1"., l*i

Zetus Richard, died. Dccemlwr 31 l*W
J.HSeph S Robinson veteran volunteer

Andrew F Sweetlan.l, woun.led in action, at

July a 1*13.

Jonathan L Shamp.
John Sutton, died, July i; HHW.

Heutteu Sutton

.leffers-.n Smlih, dlscharg.-d. July W, 1*M
John Sha. veteran volunteer

John W Thoriey
Amos Turwlllinger, discharged, April 1«,

Loriug Walsworth died. July i. I*«.
Perry Walker, wounde.1 In action at

1*H
William L Wilson dis..'hnrged, Januar\ 1. 1»W
Jesse A wkIiuIT, dlschargetl. Decembers l*W
John White discharged, May 3» 1*W

Virginia, May 3.

SIXTY-FIRST It F.til V E N'T tilllt) VOU'STEBK tXFANIRY,
COMPANY It.

Mustere.1 int.. service. May 10, l*W Mustered out of service, February
m, 1W4

JfOH-COMmsHIOMtD omi IRS

S.-rgeant James H. Peals>ly. promoted to First Sergeant March 1\ I*U.
Corporal Perry Flaherty, i

George H. Harris, captured at Oeitysbnrg. July 1. 1*3
Samuel Pence, appointed Corporal May IS". 1*W:

rorsville, Virginia.

BcDjamin Bobbins niustere.1 out with

HIXTY-FOCBTH RKulMKNT OHIO VtiU XTEEK IN-
FANTRY. I UK PA X Y E.

Mustered Into serv ice. November 6, 1*51. Re enlisted, and ni.ally

tere.1 DaCCmberl, 1*15

Alouo Akers
Henry H ( la k

Irving Hough

.laspt-r L. Ruggles
William Rhinemfller-

Charl<-« M Saunders.
Lloyd A Manlev

Tlu-se names do riot appear on final muster out roll. They
doubtless, discharged on expiration of original term of enlistment.
George Stebbins, mustered out with company

SIXTY-FIFTH RBOIMBKT OHIO VOl.t'XTEKR IX-
KAXTHY. COMPAW C.

Mustere.1 into service. December I, 1*11, Mustered out of service, No-
vemlwr :»•, I*kV

CoSSlsslosII) OEFK EH

Second Lieutenant Frank B. Hunt, promoted to First Lieutenant Augu*
«. I*W; resigned November -.".». l*it

First Sergeant

NON-coMMisst. i\r.i. orricKaa

H Young Corporal

nmm
B Hunt

William Allen Klrsey, dlschargetl. DeoaBtberS,

Alvln M. Parker

JauieK Houston
Marshall W Johnson
Hinim C. Parker

Madison Baker, dischtrged Jauu
ary s!J. |hk>.

The.slore Bel.len.

Alfred Luin.

Janus U McKibben
Henry Moore
Sherwood C. Nicholson.

James H Packard
Abijal. Packard.

Joalah T, Parker
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John F Buck-

John W. ('boms
Levi Curtis*

Alfred C. Ellsworth

Kzekfel Go Kldo.ll

Schuyler C Gates.

Ellas Luln

lianas D Rolf

Adam Shank*.

Medad F Woodruff

Andrew J. Young
Julius C Young. discharged Junr

15 IMJ
l>ecius P Brown

I'OJIPAXV O.

Into -ten-lev with regiment. Mustered mil of

regiment

XOX-COMMIWIOMCU urrii'tM

First Sergeant Dolscn Vankirk Cor|K>ral Augustus
Sergeant John 0. Zollinger Corporal M. C. Jeantagt-

Corporal Brewer Smith Corporal John Mollancy

Tli'-- " lore I »- i— \-

William Kalhorst

Fre.l Koegele

Henry Leidkir

.lames Murty
Mlchael Hash.
John v Nicholas

Jsmit Nolan

Qcoti* w Pbilo

John Sullivan.

J. C. Weidemiclr
William Walsh

died in Andersonville

Chris F. E. Match
William Clark

Charles Carpenter

Martin Casey.

John C. Earnst

Lewis Eckhart

Jacob Fike

Joseph Fellman
JolmOeldeman

COMPANY K.

Mustered with I

William Campbell.

Willi*™ Bum
J n - Bensow

No muster out rolbi of this i

nt Columbus, Ohio

paivsru

Randolph J. I^s-clior

Peter Wlgle

Henry M. Sprague

sIXTY-sF.YKXTII REGIMENT OHIO Vol.1 XTBER IXFAX-
TKY, COM PA X Y C.

I July tx,Corporal Christian Schwann, promoted

CllMHANY F.

cuxmissiuxcu omcKM
Captain Joseph P. Owen, promoted from Corporal of

mustered out June 14. lisHo

Company K.

COMPANY K.

Non comiiHHioMu oeru SB*

Sergeant James J Bank*
Corporal Joseph P. Owen, enlisted November 2. I8AI; wounded in left

band at Fort Wagoner. July l* IUVS: promoted to Captain of Com-
pany F: mustered out June 14.

Corporal Henry Clatlin

Music-Ian. Ro-*-oe l "a.«.elt -n

Homer Afcor»

Lafayette Bainl

Jonah C. harton

Ib-nr* II. Oibbs

aVJoUO H HopUM
Jeremiah McFall

Comfort II Kiiggl--s. promoted
Sergeant

Edwin I

I baric. Sivers

Frank M. Stewart

John Turner
I>aniel B Waggoner
John w Wbiddou
Eugene Wbilney

SKVKMl->i:i ii\h REMIXES! olllo V'OLCSTEBB
IXFVXTItY. COMPANY (..

Mustered into service February 18. Mustered out September

COMMISSIONED orrU'EUH

Ca|italn James Fernald mustered out wnb rtUhlM HI

First Lieutenant William C. Bldle. promoted to Captain and Iranafem-!
t<. i '-•ni|>aii\ F.

Seiimd Lieutenant .b>bn H Pojrer. resinned December \ ]'**!

NOS COMMKUilOKEO OFriCKIIS

First Sergeant Jacob M Heecher, promoted to First Lieutenant iu

enty First United States Colored Infantry April 17. I-W4.

First Sergeant Jonas Scanbcrry, wounded at siege of

banian mustered out with company
Sergeant George Downing, veteran volunteer muster

panv
Sergeant Charles

p«»y

Sergeant William P Shilk

pany
Sergeant George Taylor,

|«tuy

Cor|>oral Robert Dalsell. veteran

to

out with

Corporal tllhu Fernald, <

transferred to Company E.

Musician. Christian Engle, i I August 7,

PaiVATUi

Erasmus H Andre**, not mi muster-out roll

Sydney Adams, veteran volunteer; mustered out with company.
John R Akcrs* not on the muster-out roll

EbenezerG Allen, mustered out with company.
Buret llutmau, mustered out with company
David Brownell, veteran volunteer: mustered out with ouiii|winy

Charle* Barber, mustereil out with coinpany.

Peter Broms, mustered out with company.

Lewis C. Clark, veteran volunteer; mustered out with company
Wilson S. Crum. veteran volunteer; discharged August 7. IDJ,

John Coon.

John Call

Dayktn. discharged December II.

Christopher Edwards
Erastus Erskln. veteran volunteer; discharged May IS, l«.\

Henry L Ewlng, discharged June 11. 1*64

Louis A Ervtn.

Thomas C Fernold

Himm B French.

Henry* French.

Eugene Frankenbury, died at Andersonvllle prison.

Norman Foster, veteran volunteer; muste
John Franlgan

Kdwanl B Fuller

Edward Gibbs
Nicholas L Grow
J..hn Haughu. discharged December 11. IWI

Alfred Hauti

Charle, Haughn, discharged to accept pro notion July pi. 1-<H

T.I

Solomon Hower
Charles Harley. i

Joseph Imhaf
David H James.
John II Jefferson.

Franu Kromer
Charles Kramus
Andrew I<oughlin

John V Ladd. discharge*! October W. IBM.

Comfort M Ix-wis

Charles l.ansen.

George W Lewis

Itufus W. Lawrence
Dennl- l.a-. I- i

WlULam H. McEnjIiy. veteran volunteer, iiiusleml out with i

Dennis Mack
Philip Mons. d.ed in c-hel pn*>n
Michael MH arty

Aciifustus Mulchey. veteran volunteer; mu-tered out with company
Rob.Tt Meek
t\ llltam l*er ry

John D Plum.

( alvln R Porter

Jaine- L. Porter,

William Rood.
William L Robertson

Albert Rice. >et*-ran voluntc-r; mustereil mil with coinpanv

,\ugit«tu« Rice

Ueurge W Reed
liwTifi- II Sutherland, ilischarced Piu'eulhaf It. l""l

Kraal us s«|iiirew.

Merrill BeSloaa.
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John C Steward, discharged by
tember 27, l*M

James M Stuitli

Frederick Schafer.

William Seitt. discharged February 10, 1*63.

Henry Sprow.

of fracture of right ankle. Sop-

i I>. Turner, veteran volunteer; mustered out

Parchner.

Jonathan Taylor, recruit ; mustered out with

De Witt C Vauce. died of wounds August 8.

Isaac Vandcrpool
Henry Wile
Thomas J. Wright.

Harrison Warren.
William H Walker

COMPANY B.

Mustered with

Frtdolln Hald.

Charles Hubbard.
George Hubbard.
Martin Klllian,

Frederick Loomls.
Jacob Lang,
Rocbus Link,

Peter Zimmerman, veteran

A, April*. IHS4

MRHK
Frank Mlltler,

Frederick Mlttlcr,

Levis Raw.
John Raw,
William Roos.

Charles Smith.

Henry Slull,

Louis Schneider.

Andrew Schumakcr,
Joseph F. Willi,

rolunteer: mustered out with jtiipnnj-

Ko muster-out rolls of original enlistments can tie found.

are copied verbatim from the roll", and the writer will not

be responsible for errors in spelling.

EIGHTY-SEVENTH REGIMENT OHIO VOLCNTEEK
INFANTRY, COMPANY G.

service June 10, 18(12. for three months:

expiration of term of service

out at

William A Barber

Arthur W Fitch

Samuel P Keuyon
Thomas Kanaly

tieorge W Rlckanl

JohnC Schneider

Kel*e> Weeks

COMPANY K

0

EIGHTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT OHIO VOI.I NTEKR
INFANTRY, COMPANY H.

into service, July SI, l*M. Mustered out of service, July 3

First Sergeant Martin L Coyer
Sergeant Isaac P Baldwin, discharged January 18, I

CotponU Martin M Ryer
Corporal Russell Prentiss

Corporal John M Sloan

ilischai

llschar,

clnrkH Ames
Palmer Amsden
Charles I Black.

James Blssell.

Sylvanus Burt'h

Homer Brundag*
Benjamin Curtlt,

Wilson L Driver

A«a Drake. discharged March 14, 180.Y

George l»aiiieU discharged July Ih, l*U

Hiram Fislvcr

George Fisher

Samuel C Gregory.

i H. Oreen, discharged March 1". |8N

<d January :>i, 1"*H

i July 12, 1*61.

Charles Hooper, discharged October S3. 18K3

Scott Halloway
William Hubbell. discharged July «, 1*»
Giles W Jump

Johu H_ I

Dallls Lawlon
Leonard Lane
Adam Lootman
Ellas Mason, discharged July 8, 1WU
Harrison Mohn
Ferdinand Market

John 8 Pierce

To ranee D. Parker

Francis Rice, died January 1", 1*61

Taylor Sweet

.

MuuaonL. Squire.

r.y r. . H. Smith
Nelson Sutton
Henry Tice. mustered out with company
Samuel Weyenbacher

March 18. 1813

«INE HUNDRED AND FIRST REGIMENT OHIO VOLIN-
TEER INFANTRY.

Mustered into serv.ee August 3J, Mustered out of service June
1*. 1893.

Surge in, Thomas M. Cook, mustered Into service at Monroevllle, Ohio.

August 12. ; mustered out with regiment -

Assistant Surgeon, Walter Caswell, resigned July Sri, 18S3

Cliaplaln, Oliver Kennedy, resigned November 17, 1863

Adjutant, Leonard D. Smith, promoted to Captain and assigned to Com-
pany C May 30, 1*13.

Sergeant Major, Jay C. Smith, enrolled as private In Coiupauy B; pro-

moted Sergeant Mujor February II. 1963, and In First Lieutenant,

Company I, May V. tm
Hospital Steward, Levi B Lathrop, discharged April 14, UN, at 1

, J. Edward Mathews, eurolled o.s private in Company
B; promoted lo Hospital Steward April 13, 1*83

COMPANY A.

Mustereil Into service at Monroevllle, Ohio, August 30, 1*82 Mustered

out of service at Camp Htrker. Tennessee. June IS. P*»

COKXIBSIOXED orncERs

Captain Charles Caugan. resignation accepted December 10. 18B2

First Lieutenant Asa R. Hlllyer, died January 1, 1803. of wounds received

at Stone River December 31, I8d2

Second Lieutenant Daniel H. Fox, promoted First Lieutenant February

1.18*3; mustered out July 29, l«l, to accept i

of the regiment

First Sergeant Justus F. Brisa. k, discharged lor

81. 189*.

A. Ward Hlllyer. discharged for disability December 1«,

David W Smith, discharged for disability March «, 1HM

F. Bryant, promoted to First

i, im
Corporal Andrew A. Jack*.n, promoted to First Sergeant May 12, 1*M.

Cor|>oral WUlanl E. Bobbins, discharge- 1 for disahilitt April «, lwil.

Cor|»oral Horace Hill, dis.-l.arged for disability January '•, 1*63

Corporal James E. Ells > Uot on muster-out roll).

Corporal Gideon D Webb, discharged lor disability Match 27, 1*63.

Corporal Van R. M. Ryan, discharged for disability April 21, 1*M

Corporal Henry Klngsley, discbarged for disability March 10. 1*13.

Corporal Frederick J, Jefferson, promoted to First Sergeant November
I, 1803; killed at Rocky Faee Ridge May 11. lwii

Musician, Andrew Clock, trniufened to Velernn Reserve Corps March
13. 1*84

Musician, Mathew Park, discharged by order of Secretary of War M.iy

M. i8«a

Wagoner. John Buck discharged for disability March 7. IMS.

lielmer Atkinson, discharged f->r disability May 2. in>l

James Allen, discharged for disability April i. I"*>">

Julius Austin, transferred t.t Veteran Reserve Corps \oveuiber 20. jsi»i.

Patrick Brad v. promoted to Crporal May 1, I8ft3

John Base, promoted to Corporal August I, I8tlt; prisoner of wan
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Travcn Bnvly fn«t on muster out rolli

Ransom Barnilt. drscharved for disability December 4. I*B.

Newburv Barker. died at Nashville. Tennessee, December I. 1*2

, E. Cartwrlght. died in «-r<u>- August 12. IN64

, l» C V^larid. discharged for disability February IS, !«
LiicIuh A, Challcr, died at Nashville, Tennessee, Decemtier «. 18H2

George P l okmin. died in servi.-c April J8. I8fii

Leonard Chan.s-. died in service Mav »>, !*<»

Hiram C. Disbro. not on muster out roll

Thomas Earl, transferred to Veteran Rewrvf Corps November M, 1981

Henry Ernsbcrger. died in service November I, l>*2

Andrew Evans. <lischarged r«>r disability March 21. IW,

Henry Fi«h. dleil In IHlfel April 25, IHrtS.

Charles R Green, mustered out with com|Muiy

Thomas (ireeii. discharged for disability July I, IHK3

John R. Orlffln. promoted to Corporal February I, 1863.

Norman Gregory, killed near Dallas. Georgia, May HO. 1H61

Cornelius F. Harder

John Harriman. mustered out with company

Philip F Henley. di«harged ror .liability March 3. IMS

Sidney Hoff. transterred to Veteran Reserve < Vup* November IT, 1864

Frederick J Haller. muttered out with company

Albert R Hill, promoted Corporal September 11. IMj discharged for

John'w Hasbrook. discharged for disability In the spring of iw>3

. died < kctober ft. IMS. of wounds revived at Chicknmauga

il) 1*13

y, transferred t" Veteran Rcaerve Cor|w August 1. IMS.

company
F-n.Jch H Kllburn, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corp* March T. ISM

John Kin*, promoted Sergeant May 1. 1 ">.•., mustered out with company

George Lameron, killed at Chi'kamauga September 10. 1*3

Alpho l-owe, Jr , died at Louisville. Kentucky. June It. I"*l

William M. Miner, transferred to Engineer Corps August :. MM
John Mctirnw, discharged July 14, 1861

James S. Moody, not on muster out n>ll

Hartnan H. Martin, prisoner of war since September »». l"sSt

James Marks, not on muster out roll

William L McPherson. died of wounds received at Chickamauga. Oct*

ber 13. 1-S3

Amos W Polly. discharged for disability May 17, 186.3

Samuel A. Pike, died in senri.-e September. IN64

Cynis B Prater, died of wound* received at Stoue River. January I*.

1863

Edwin ISunyan. killed at Stone River. December 31, 1862

John L Kigg*. died In service. January, 1*113

George P Raldart. not on muster out roll

William H Russell, transferred to navy. April 1\ !"64

Oliver H P Springer, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corp., March 1.

I Hill

Lovell R Simmons, not on muster out roll

Oei sham R Staunton, not on muster out roll

Benjamin F Strong. discharged f..r disability May 1M4

Joseph Hc..tl

Joel Searl, died In service April 2. IMtiS

John Stlinson, transferred to Veteran Reserve C .rps January 14. 1864

John Smith, discharged for disability January I. 1-fil.

' Shantcer. transferred to Engineer « '..rps August 7. 1N64

iD Stephens transferred |>er lieneral Onler. So II

Chailcs A Turner, transferred to Mississippi Marine Brigade January

• Vaahurg, discharged for disability. January 1, 1*3.

Vanscoy Vnnrenssalaer. discharged for disability, winter of 1*63

AH>ert Whitney, promot.sl to Corporal May 1, t^i.

John Williams, discharged for disability June,

Harmon 3 Webster, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps. November
». IM3.

Daniel W. trster. died in service February 3, ls»t|

Alpheus Welch, discharge, I for disability Nove uber, IM2.

Sannel.l Wilson, missing in action at Chlckamauga. Septemtier IS,

IstW

Marvin Wooden, died in service, January 12.

Oeoige Young. discharged by onler ..f Secretary of War, March II

!Nw3, t.. enlist in Mi-sis.lppl Mann- Brigade

COMPANY It.

Mustered Into service August 30. I Mi. at MonDevllle. i>hlo, Mustered

out .if service, June IS. PsV,, III Teim

amiMmi
Captain Thomas c Fernald. resigned on account of

*V 186T

First Lieutenant Stephen P BwkwMl, pTOOWMd 10 CmplalR February

1. MM; resign*^ November :»>. tsnt. by reason of disability

tmcumt Lieutenant Otis L Peck. <!,sh. n< rably discharged January

xos-ommssiosED <

Sergeant John M Butler. protnote<l Flrat Lieutenant January »,
resjgne.t DetwadMrtr. IMS.

Charles E Smith, discharged ror disability February 14. 1V.3.

C Butler, promoted Second Ueutenaut Januar> i:.. 1*3.

to First Lieutenant March •-"» MM, and to Captain March IK. IMS.

Gordon, discharged for disability March ». 1M3.

Sergeant Simeon Huntlngtcn. wounded at Stone River: died by reason

of the same January 19. 1863.

Corporal Alonro R. Sharp, discharged for disability June I. IM*.

Corporal Henry J Bly. iMseharge)! for wounds nss-ived at Stone River,

February IT, 1*6-'

Corporal Joshua B Davis, transferred to First t', S Engineer* July !fl>,

I8H4.

CorjHiral William D Taylor, promoted Sergeant January i"'. 1*1; mus-

tered out wuh company
Corporal Francis I. Pease, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corp* April

a. 1*14

Corporal William B. Bice promoted to Sergeant January 4V isr,j

Corporal Jais.b Merkb-y, mustered out with company
Cori-iral John W Ward, discharged for disability March 8, IMi-t

Musician Cleorgc W Hill, died at Perryvlllc. Ketitucky. November IS,

Wagoner, William P Barton, musteied out uith coinpany.

Han>er Austlu. mustered out « ith company
Seth A Barton. transr.-rred to Veteran tU—l It Coi|« Janimn 4, 18*4

William Burn II. died in ser\ ice January 28

Allen M. Curran. pramoMd Sergeant January 1S63

William H. Cnnwnter, discharged lor .Usability January It, ls«3

Eilwin Claltin. dlscbarg,sl April .">, |s»r>, by reason or accidental wound.

Robert Cullen, mustered out w ith company
Wilbur F Cow les, promoted to Klist Sergeant January 2ft. 1N63. cap^

tured at iuittle of Chickamauga
William H. Colvell. transferred to Marine Corps. May 3. 1863

*

John W Dodge, transferred In Veteran Reserve Corps February I.

l**t

Milton C. Dodge, mis-iug In luitlle • I ChU kauiuiiKa. September »<. lsr>l

Simeon A. Davis transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps May 3. IMl
Charles B. Dennis, mustered out with company
Henry M F.lwood, discharged for disability. Decern b.-r 20. 1V.2

Sidney W, Faxon, discharged lor disability. January •>. KM
James C. Filch, discharged lor .llaablllty. May% 186ft

Aim* W Fox, tniiisfem-d to Veteran Rescue Corps, July 1, 18H3

Allred Foreman, dlscharg.sl for disability. January 14. 1*13

Theodore Ford, wounded at the battle vl Ihkkamauga, Tenness*-,-.

September I*. 1S*1

Alfred Grant, dischaige.1 for disability, February 21. IN.3

laniard <<«y discharged for disability. January in, 1*63

.lames Glln. died In hervice. N.neniber isiw

Charles Gross, tr«nsferre<l lo Veieran Resi-rve Coi iw, Idate unknown;
Alesander c BoaBier, transferred to Company A to receive promotion

as Second !Jctil«-mint

William L, Hutton. dischnrgetl for disability. Ck-tolier :. 18ii3

Jerome Holly, died May ft, IM
Harrison J Hummottd, ilit-il in service February 14. IMl
Francis Hous,-man. transferred ^. Veteran R«-s.-i -v.. Corps. March 18.

I
st; i

Orlando Holly, died inw-rvi. e, Smrmbrr K, 1862

Alliert Hluman. dlschaige.1 by reason of wounds received al Stone
River, inodate.

Smith Harrington, discharged for disability. February 24. 1-63

DaOd Hiinls. tiansferresl to Veteran Reserve Corps, tno date given-

Oliver Holl.ns.k, di.. harge,l f..r diaability, March in. |H»3

Martin Ingles, dii-d in service, K-ceniber ». IW3
Philip Hum. mot on muster out rott)

Fmmett Lincoln, transferred to marine service, idule not giveiu

George W Littleton, muster,'.! out with company
.lames H Laden. dis,-hargert for disability. April T. HW
George tV, t^tdd, pn.iuoie.l Sergeant January 2ft, isitl

Justus Lubrs. promoted to Cnrjioral June 1, |h.4

Charles McGcttlgan trausfened to Veteran Rererve Corps, May 3. 1S»,|

Dennis Mullen, imisteird out with company
Jos-ph T. Mar-hall, discharged February *. IHS8, by reason .if I

ret'elved at Stone Rivei

William Men. bum mustered out with . oiiipnny

John F Miller, died May 26. IMI. fr-.ru wounds
.1 Edward Matthews, proiii.ged to Hospital Slewanl. April 14, I

Charb-s P Pierce, discharged for disability. June II. 186.3

EstwtB C Pomeroy (B»d Jlll»e 30. P*H. from wounds receive,! at Chalta
nooga. Tennessee

Oscar Pertscbinan. promoted to Corporal March 1. Itst,

Henry B Pentleld. dlschanre.1 for disability. De. eml^r M, 1863

William R Pope, discharged March 12. IM4, by reason of i

ceived at chlckamauga
Tlie.si.in- Rebailue. prisoner of war
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Aden Rice. C'l«'rk ui Headquarters Fourth Army Corps, mustered out

with company.
Jay C. Smith, promoted Sergeant Major. January 4. 1"- i

R< >hert Scbetb. mustered out w Ith company
Charles Shupe. piisourmf war, uo record of discharge
> "range Seaman*, discharged for disability, January 9. lsss.

Bradford J. Seavery. muatered out with company
Ualph E. Taylor, discharged for disability. October!!. 1*13

David W. Thompson, (ransferred to Veteran Reserve Corps September
», IMS

Koyai n Tucker, discharged for dloablllty May 49, 1*15.

Joseph Terrtl, captured Scptemper 40, 1*M. and died from starvation in

rebel prl*on April I. 1*».

Joel S WoWrrtou, discharged for dlsabildy December 3J, 11*4

Daniel Wood, discharged for disability January 7. MM.
Michael Wood, discharged for disability December 30, 1*13.

Anton Wauck, discharged for disability December SO, l«l!3.

Henry O, Wright, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps. (No date

given I.

Samuel O. Wright, discharged for disability December N, I*U
Dunlin Washburn, transferred to l". S. Engineer* August 49, 1*M.

Jacob Young. proraotc<l Corporal March I, 1*15; mustered out with

company.
Jacob M Zimmerman, died in rebel prison January 9. 1"84.

Robert Soukey, died at Xoahvllle. Tennessee. (No date giveuj

COMPAXY D.

Hindered into service August 30. Ml, at Monrocville, Ohio Mustered

out of service J unc 14. 1*>5. in Tennessee

COMMISSIONED i VU'EH"

Captain H G Sheldon, resigned by reason of disability January *. 1*13.

First Lieutenant J B Curtis, resigned by reason of disability January

ffcwond Lieutenant J. M Lattlmer. Jr . promoted First Lieutenant March
5, ISM, ami to Captain March 41, 1-08: mustered out with company

First Sergeant Manferd D. Slocum. transferred to Veteran Rewire
Corps Aug :»t 1. 1*8

Sergeant G W Payne, discharged March 4H, l*HW

Sergeant Ira Beman Reed, promoted to First Lieutenant Match 41, 1W».

and to Captain March 49. 1HJI: assigned to Company E,

Sergeant John D Blair, killed at Chlcknmaugn, September 19. 1N63

Sergeant Dutton Jones, discharged September «, 1*13

Corporal Elbert J. Sr|iiire, promoted to First Lieutenant March 49, ISttt:

captured near HuntsviUe. Alabama, January IT. 1*55

Corporal Charles E Marsh, discharged i>ecem».er l*l>

Corporal Knos L Marsh, discharged by reason of wounds May 9. 1*13.

Corporal Jerome (1. OPieon. discharged January 7. !*>V

Corporal Justus N. Brown, mustered out with company.
Corporal George N. Mead, transferred t<> Veteran Reserve Corps Feb-

ruary 15. 19M

Corporal Minor t-awreuee. dl*harged March W, vm

privates

Luierne Atnsden, discharged March £3. INtil

Duaue Austin, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps August 10, 1NB4

Jacob M. Abbott, died at Nashville, Tennessee. January 45. 1*13

Clark Barlier. died at Louisville. Kentucky. July 7. UM
Charles F Brewster, discharged April 45. IM
William R. Bell, discharged March 13. Ml.
Egbe.t M Burgess, died at Louisville, Kentucky. DecemlwrS, 1*13

Charles C. Bacon, died at Nashville. Tennessee. January 1. l*>t.

Frederick O Brown, discharged February 3. l*,l

Dela* Bishop, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps August I. li*3

Joseph L. BUhop. transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps, November 1.

Aloruw P, Bishop, discharged April 47. IMA.

William W Conorer, discharged Februory 3, 1*13

Chester H. Carpenter, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps January
15 l*>l

Enoch Cole, mustered out May I'i, :*I5.

George W. Curtis*, dlscbarge<l January 13. JsSJ

Jotham A. Curtiss, died August 15, 1*14. of wounds received in action

near Kenesaw Knob, Georgia

John H. Crawford, captured a", Cbickanuiuga September 40, IH|
E. W. Cunningham, discharged June 44. 1*13

(ieorge F. Drake, discharged July 15, 1*13

William L. Dickinson, died at Louisville, Kentucky, December 14. l*Ji

William S. Denton, died at Chattanooga. Tennessee, June 4t>, i*M
He-nry tl. Dills, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps September 30, 1*53.

Constantlne Frank, died at Murfrceshoio. Tennessee. May 31, is»j)

(ieorge W. Fish, dies! at (iaahvllle, Tennessee. January 5, 1*'.J

12 A

Edward P. Foster, musteneil out with company
Myron H. Furlong, discharged Frbnian- 10 lsK)

Ia-roy L Outhrle, mustered out May 15. 1*>3

Charles A. (J..wdy, dies! at Bordslovrn. Ketltucky. Dei-emls-r H, 1*14

O. W (liKslman. dlschargcl February ft. IH83

Hamilton Wilson, promoted to Corporal May I, HM; dls. barg.Hl August
W. 1«1H

James llollouoy, mustere.1 out with company
Oeorge Hunt, discharged February 9. I»i3

Oeorge X. Hubliell. promoted to First Senreant &e|.temk« r 40. 1*13.

Tba.ld.-u, Hackett. discharged March 45. 1SW
W W. Hopkins, mustered out with company
Janus H Hopkins, died at Bowling Green. Kentucky, December 4, 1*W.
John N. Hopkins, died at Murfreesboro. Tennessee. June 15. ]s«3

E M. Hume, discharged February ». !•*»•

Kugeue Hnwkes, captunsl at Chickamauga, Si-ptomber 40, INU3

John W. Johnson, musteied out May 17, 1HH5

Flavel B Jones, killed in action at Chickamauga, Genrgia. September

19. 1863

(ieorge N. Keeler, mustered fait with company
Corydon Kingsbury, promote.) to Sergeant March 1, 1*U
Simeon W. Kinsey. mustered out with company
William I.»*,tk. mustere.1 out with comjiany

(»e rge Iawrence. transferred to Veteran Cori's, April 49, IMttl

(ieorge A. Lawrence, must)-.' ed out with company
E. E. Lyons, discharged December IS, l&ti

George E. Mattoon. mustered out with coinpiuiy

William F. Merit, died at Danville. Kentucky, November 14, 1*14

Chattel n. Mead, promoted to 1-ergeant May 1, 19M.

Cha^Pick^s
0

.dietlTwo^Sved « Stone River. January I, IMS

Chirles Pentield. discharged on account of wounds. May 4. 1**1

Albert Palmer, mustered out with company
D. O Palmer, mustered oulMay 44. 1H6S.

Job Peterson, mustered out with company
Charles B. Rose, mustered out with compay
Eraatus S. Russell discharged February 14, 1I4S3

John H Rickey, died of wminds June 4S, IStH

Watson W. Rowland, tiled January 31, 1*K3, at Nasliville, Teunesaee

,

LevlO. Rowland, dlscharge.1 Februar>' 15, 1**

Samuel t.. Smith, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps, January 10,

1*15

George H. Sowers, promoted Sergeant May 1, IBM.

William H Snyder, discharged December 49. 1*«

Charles Scott, killed in action at Kingston, Georgia. May 19. 1*>4

John C. Sprague, discharged Jebruary 14. I*i-'t

Orrin S. Sutton, mustered out with company
Luther L Terry, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps, February 5, ]*tn.

Jam.-s E Terry, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps, February 15.

ie vi

Hiram X. Townsend, discharged March 7. IM,
William H Tmmbley, dlscharge.1 March H, l*«

Jacob Truxell. Jr . discharged December 14. 1*33

Homer Truxell. discharged February H, l*a

Merit Wycoff. disharged Januarj" 1", MM
William C. Wyckes, promoted to Corporal May 1. 1WM; mustered out

with company
Samuel C White, died of wounds received at Chickamauga, Georgia

September 40 1*53

W. J. Washbnrne, transferred to Veferan Reserve Corps, September 30,

MM,
Lemuel Wood, transferred to Veteran Reserve C.irps January 15, lsK4

Jesse W. Bell, discharged February 7. 1SK».

COMPAXY G.

Mustered Into service, August 30, 1*14. at Monroevllle. Ohio Mustered

out of service. June 14, 1*15, in Tennessee

commission so orncERs

Captain John Messcr. promoted tn Lientenant Colonel, to date January

3. 1*3. reslgn.sl January 7, l*il

First Lieutenant John P. Fleming, proinuted Captain May 43, INH: mus
tei>sl out with company

Second Lieutenant Horace D Olds, jiromote.1 to First Lieutenant May
«?. duK-harge<l December 45. IMJ, to accept prom.*ion in First

Cnite.1 Suites Volucteer Veteran Knglneer Corps

SON.COMMlsslONEn omclCHK.

First Sergeant William H. Van Xese, dUcharg".l Ortober 4tt. |HfW.

Sergeant Ainbroee B. C. Dunman. captured September 19. IMS.

Sergeant Jonathan Cooke, transferred to First Cnite.1 States Volunteer

Veteran Engineer Coriw August 7. 1SU4

Sergeant (ieorve W. Fleming, discharged March I. IH63.

Corporal Bqulre A. Butler, promoted to First Sergeant May 3. MM; mui
tered out with rom|M»ny
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Corporal Gorge Mordoff, promoted to Sergeant July i. 1HIU; mustered

out » it I, company
Corporal Isaac I'. Capcu, promoted to Sergeant March I. I"*i3. killed hi

buttle September 19, l*tt

Corporal Francis M. Miller, discharged October IT, INiltf

Corporal Gorge I, Smith. dM December 4.

C.r|K)ral Jasper F. Webster, promoted to Second Lieutenant May 3,

1*64. and to Ural Lieutenant February I. 1MB; mustered out with

Corporal John White. promoted to Sergeant < elnber |.\ 1*11: mustered
out with company

Musician. Rhodertck Russell, discharged March Si, 1*1

fKIVATKX.

Franklin Andrews, promoted to Corporal March I. 1*63

Emerson Andrews, mustered out with company
Si)Uire Abbott, mustered out with company
Hr = ry E Burabauk. not on muster out roll

Isaac Baldwin, died June I'.'. 1HB.

David S Barber, discharged February It, 1"«V

Oliver W Benschonter. .lied Deceml.er H, l*W
All>ert A Bluir mustered out with company
James r Burklmlder. transferred to Veteran Reserve Cots. Slay tt>

l*H
W aller C. Beardsley. captured September IH. I«M.

Oliver M Hutler, mustered out w ith company
Marcus Craimell, wounded December 15, ISM: mustered out with com

John Daniels, died February I*. 1W
Hexekiah S Drake, promoteil Corporal March I,

John J, Dunning, discharged July Pi, isiy).

William Duuliam. killed at Kenesaw Mountain. June £*.. |s»i4

Huron Daliell. died January 'Aw. IHist

Henry E. D* ight, mustered out w ith company
Henry D Fisher luustertsl out with company
Alpha B. Fnlley, discharged June 23. I8M
George L Fowler, promoted Serveant July I. 1*14; mustered out with

coiu|>auy

Ralph G Fuller, mustered nut with company.
James Furd. transferred to Mississippi Marine Brigade March II. 1*11,

Alfred Ford, discharged for wounds May 13. 1*J3

Peter Greiner. transferred to signal Corp* October £!, I*«.

Oliver Gardner. inu»tcre.l out with company
Daniel W Harris, mustered out with company.
George Hewett. killed at the battle of Stone River January \ MM
George Hoover, mustered out with company
Jacob Hav. transferre.l In Veteran Reserve Coriw Mov 3, 1*U
William Hutchinson, killed In liatlle of .Nashville, Teiine**,-,., lN«cember

:.. 1«M
Valachl Humphrey. discharged for w ounds MaySS. 1*:.j

Daniel B Higgiiis, mustered out with company.
Miles E Hale, discharged January HI, ma
Edgar F Horn, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps. (No date)

Alba Howey. mustered nut with company.
John Howey. transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps (Nodalej
John Howell, mustered out with company
Frederick Huuck. mustered out with company
Benjamin Jones, mustered out with coin|Miuy

I'eter Latidln, discharged February T,

Labati D Lowry. discharged Decemlicr II. I"«V1

Charles Long mustered out with company.
Alexander !»•» is, died Decemlier a, 1*18

Charles l> Morehouse, discharged February *«. 1*4
Curtis B Mnlleriox. killed In battle of Stone River January 'i, l*il.

Andrew Mcikle killed in battle of Stone River January 4, 1*13

Francis Maglll. transferred to Veteran Hellene Con»s

Ijifayette Miller, transferred to Engineer < '..r|w August T, MM.
Daniel Myers, mustered out w ith company
Andrew J Miller, promoted Corporal March I, VMS,

William Munsuu. transferred m Veteran Reserve Corps April 10, 1*U.

George It. Morse, promoted Corporal Jauuar) I, isiio

Leroy Miillenox. died from wounds July ffl, I*.i

Lewis Osborn, died in Libby Prison December II. 1*63

Stephen Paxlon. promoted Corporal May 10, l*.S. nnisterwl nut with
isinipanv

.lame- .1 l\ke dlscharKed .lanimry <l. |s«;i

David llue, promoteil t . rj.oral July I. IMVI. musteretl nut with cotn
pany

John RUsset, uiiistered out with company

.

Charles Russet, mustered niii w ith ••ompnny.

lilies W Ray. promoted Corporal July I. |s»l

HotMeV Ramsdell. discharged of wounds March II. 1*53

Lyman B Russell, mustere.1 out w it b <-»m|<any

Aluioii ft sherinan. mosti-et-d out with isimpatir

Ellsha D S:i Ith dls, hanre.1 June 4, l«m
Russell Sanders dis.-harg.sl August 1\ IWI
lleorge W Shaffer, died June It, 1*1

Alfml Sutton, mustered out with company.
DeWItt Thompson, mustered out with company
Martin V Wilbur, discharged (of w ounds March s!T. IHilV

John D Wheat, mustered out with company.
Madison E Wells, proiimteil Sergeant July I, l«W; mustered out with

company
li.-i.rge W Wheat, discharged February I |W«
Andrews Bradley, starved to death in Andersnnville priw.n. September

«. \mt : eaptur.sl September S3. 1NM

DNK lil'NDKED AND sKVF.NTH RBOIMEXT OHIO Vol.-

I'XTEEB INFANTRY, ctiMl'ANV f.

Mustered Ino service September!! 1W. at Cleveland. Ohio Mustered
nut of service July 10, lt»\ at Charleston. South Carolina

First Sergeant Henry Bernhard. discharged March i\ fsftl

Sergeant (bs.rge Be«-k missing in action at Gettysburg July 1. l«i
Sergeant Ji^lus Thornl«-rg promoted First Lieutenant: wouud.d May

«. MM
Sergeant Carl Groesh. discharged r>ecem»>er S3. I8H4.

Sergeant I-eo|s,ld Weinman, musiere.1 nut with company.
CnriK.ral John Becker, mustered out w ith company
Corporal Frederick Frey. promoted Sergeant March \ pni: mustere

out with ci,iiipai.>

Corporal Charles Wahler, wnunde.1 in action July I, |t«3.

Oorisn'al Henry Ruder, mustered out with company
Corporal Henry Frey. died Novemls-r I. l*t!S

1 Corporal Joseph Fels. discharged for wounds Maystt. |si>»

Musician. Stephen Schnurr, mustered out with company
Wagoner. Joseph Meier, mustered out with company.

IIIIVATtW

Herman Breunniy. discharged April, lutl

Jacob Breti, died October s, 1*3.

T, Xarier Buerge. niustertsl out with company
Augustin Bermkafer. mustered out with company
Jaivil Beecber. mustered out w ith company
John Bucher, mustereil out with com|inny
Frederick Biehl, captmsslat O.'tiysburg; eight months a prisoner,

Adam Beigheeh-r. promoud C< r|siral: raustore.1 nut with com|iauy
John Becker, wounded at Gettysburg; pmmnted Cor|»ral.

John Brell. died May II. ls«
Frsslerick Buseh. mustered out with company
Joseph Bishop, died Decembat 31. lt*li.

Andrew Bengel. killed In action March t, IMI
John Flrnst, trnnsferrvd to Veteran Reserve Corps Septeuilwr W. ISRS.

John Ensdorff. prunotcl to Serveant Octols-r 1. istil. mu»terv.l out
with c.-mpany

charl." Frauck. mustered out with com]Xluy
John (». Fott, mustered out w ith cm (any

Charles O. rdes, mustered out with company
Edward Gefgler, ruustere.1 out with cmiMiny.
E.lwar.1 iilteman, mustered out with company
Joseph Hormes. transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps by reason of

wounds
Gmrge Helmech. killed In action July i |sh3

Henry Hossle. mustered out w lthcoiu|>auy

William Heln/inan, not mi muster nut roll

William Hacker, missing at Gettysburg. Jul\ I. I'oi.

Martin Indlekofer. dieil June ll>. 1S.V.

John Kastnr, mustered out with company
Charles Knimbholjt. not on muster nut roll

Henry Klappel, promoted Corporal March 1

Anton Lung, mustered out with company
Ferdinand U-ddein, killed in actio,, Ma» It, l*LH

Alph -nse J Letter, not on muster out roll

Frank Mangin sMsjlfrld out with COtapUJ
Jcdm Moos, inusten-d out with npany
Ja«s)b <i. Miller, absent, sick, when company was mustered out

Conrad Mls.ig. promoted to Corporal March I, ltd- wounded May «.

IMS, In breast and shoulder

Autrust Mulheiv, transferred to Veteran Reserve Cnrvis May M NM
Ji'seph MuelhT, niusterssl out with eoiupani

Frank NewlKer.er. transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps Ma> IS'. INft.1

Gustav Phillips, promoted to Cnrporal NovemU-r *l, isfisi: wnvirwle-i in

action May i, |si-3; tmusferred to Vet. ran Reserve Corps Augu-t

IVt.-r Reader, transferred to Veteran Reserve Cor| is. Maicb \ 1*4. by
reason of w<*unds

Peter R-ls. dlci from wounds Julv 10. ts.,1

AugiKt Raider, died of wound* August *,

Nicholas Rlmel. die»l In Ubby Prison

Henry It'»ss. mustereil out with company

I

John Snrren. transferred to Veteran K»serve drps February I,
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William Sneider, promoted io Principal Musician

Adam Scbaub. triiumW In action March I, UBaj

company
Valentin Shcidlcr, ncil on muster out roll

John Schomer, mustered out with company
John Smith, not ou muster out roll

Christian Thomas, mustered out with ooiii|*any

Wendel Vlethauer, not on muster out roll

Jacob Walter, wounde.l in action May S. 1*1; inuMereil out with com

in action July I, MN
out roll

liarret Walter,

COMPANY H.

rptembcr tt. 1*12. Cleveland. Ohio

out of service July IO. 1«, at Charleston.

SO.V-coHgltSSloNED OFFICERS

Sergeant Edward Keltx, mustered out w ith company
nt William Bower*, promoted to First

April S3. 1WS5.

C ompany B,

at Gettysburg. July I, Ml; i

Corporal George A. Wise, mi

Corjioral Romlg. wounded at

Corporal Henry Selxler,

Veteran Reserve Corps

, J.weph Myers.

Arbogast.

May SI. ISM

at Cbancellorsville; to

l-HIVATKS

Jacol,

i comi-any

lout with company
.lit,! February 4. ista

i H Batiman, died Decembers.
Harry iiaursax. promoted Corporal September ». l«

with company
Samuel Cane, muateied out with company
George Denhart, captured al Cliancellorsvllle

Jacob Egll, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps Nuremberg*. ism,

Martin Grows, wounded at Chancellorsville, May S. 1*153; transferred to

Veteran Reserve Corps September 1. 1*M

Joseph Gruner, mustered out with company
Nicholas Hutber. muttered out with compsuy.
Christopher Heer. mustered out lu hospital (no datei.

Christian F. Hildwein, promoted Sergeant July 1. IN.J3; mustered out

with company
Melcholr Kechely, mustered out with company
James W. Myers mustered out with company
George Metz. died of wound. June 3 IWB.

Connul Meu, promoted Corporal March 5, mustered out with com-

I to Veteran Xwi Corps January in. l*H.

11>llip Oakleaf. promoted to Corporal December 1. l*»is. died January

S. is&4

Philip Ohlemacher. mustered out with company
Franklin B. Price, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps I

John Parker, mustered out with company
BJphonse Reamer, captured st t.cttysburg; mustered out with company.
Philip Raw. transferred to Veteran Reserve Corp* January 16. l-oi.

George Roedersdorf, mustered out with com|>any

Philip Seel, promoted Corporal January' I. I*M: mustered out with com-
|iauy

Michael 8eiU, wounded at*(>ettysburjr. July 1. transferred to Vete-

ran Reaerre Corps March S, 1**V4

Jolin Soulier, died June a. IHKS

Joseph Sneider, died April 10, PJH.J,

Peter Frautman. transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps January Iti. IWH.

Joseph Weia, wounded at Gettysburg: transferred to Veteran Reserve

Corps
Peter « ellnan. died June T, 1HS1

V Weisenheimer. transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps
Yeagcr. captured February .V 1*0; |«roled. and at AnoapoHs.

Maryland, when company was mustered out

one HUNDRED ANI> BLBVBKTH REGIMENT OHIO
VOLl'NTEER I N' F A N'T It Y , COMPANY A.

Mustered into service September 5. l-s'.i, al Camp Toledo. Ohio Mils

terrd out of service June St. 1 "**»"». at Salisbury, North Carolina

NON COMMISSIOMD orr:CERs.

Sergeant Charles Baker, promoted to Second IJeuteuant. Company K.

May I, l«tU

Corporal Oemlra O. Burton, mustered out In hospital ' no daiei

Corporal Henry Vatibuakirk, mustered out with company.

Corporal John R. Ramsey, discharged no date).

Musician, .lauus dirrent. died June S">. MM

MMVAT**.

. dischare.Nl at Louisville, 1

into service Septemlwr 1. IwW.

reviment

Dalton. promoted to

COMPANY g.

Mustered out of service with

Sergeant Patrick F.

H. April s. l*kV

Corporal Philip Mathla. wounded at Franklin. Tennessee. Novemlwr 30,

discharged from hospital at I'oluinbus, Ohio |no date)

V. dwell,
l\ S. C. L. January 8, is.15

Richard K. Dallon. died at Bo« ling Green.

Frederick S Story, die<l at Bowling Green, Kentucky,
Orrison Smith, discharged from hospital (no datel

John Tuckermau. severely Injured by railroad

March. 1-srt, while in line of his duty as train

ONE HC'XDKED ASK TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT
OHIO Vol.r NTEER INFANTRY, COMPANY M.

Mustered Into service Septemlier SI, I»»18. at Monroevlllc, Ohio
tercd out of service June IS. IS*',, at Camp Chase. Ohio

coHxixsioxct) orrtcsM

Captain Horace Kell..gg, promoted to Ma>or April «. 18*3, and to Lieu-

tenant Colonel December U, lisoi. mustered out with regiment.

First Lieutenant John Fit* Randolph, promoted to Captain March 6,

IftVS; mustered out with regiment.

Second Ueutenant Caleb Dayton Williams promoted to First Uetiten

ant March 6. ISO: killed In action July IB, imt

kjn ooaamsiossn officers.

First Sergeant Oeorg' - Joseph Frith, wounded in action at Winchester,
Virginia. Juue 1". died .luue So. |s<n

Sergeani Eugi-ae Smith, promoted to First Sergeant; prisoner at Rich-

mond. Virginia, from June 15 to July 15. lt*W, mustered out in hos-

pital

Sergeant Benjamin F Blair, promoted to Captain, and transferred to

Company K May ST, 1*15

Harris E Smith, promoted to First Lieutenant in Thirteenth
ISC A. January i'. l-«

orge A. Drake, prisoner of war at Richmond. Virginia, from
June 15 to July 15. No date of discharge

Corporal Ira D Wells wounded lu act at Hatcher s Run. Virginia.

March II, UtS
Corporal George Buskirk. wounded at Winchester. Virginia. June IS,

lsiH. Discharged November !» 1^1

Corporal Wlllinm H. Thomas, promoted to Second Ueutenant in the
One Hundred and Twenty Seventh I niled Stales C»IoimhI Troops.

March 13 l«5
Corporal Samuel B. Caldwell, prisoner of war from June 15, to July 15,

MM
Corporal F-lward L Husted. prlsoner fr«»ni June 15 to July 15, lHttl,

Corporal Ezra A Walt, discharged December 5. I*-!

Cor)>oral Wlllliim li Ailing, discharged in hospital

Cor|H>ral Joslah R Fisher, wounded at Wiiuiie-<ler, Virginia. June 13,

I»M; discharged July 14, l*iVI

Musician. Joecpb Sallnland. mustered out with company
Musician George Williams, mustered out with com|>any

roivvris

Nelson Annstis.ng. pn.moie.1 l..r..n«inil; no, late given; nnister.~l out
with company

Malvera H Barnhart. die-l at Winchester. Virginia, Mar IS. I»«
AJtMSi Bllsh, capture.1 June 15. |wu : diwharged in hospital

Kn.s:h I. Birdseye. promoted to Corporal: no date; mustere.1 out with
<••!!

1 1 KS.I1 S

Alts-rt Hurcli, mustered out with com|«any
John Y IV-nfer. captured June 15. |sfti : dlschargetl In h.»i>iial

Ans>in T Bowen ; discharge*! June Si, t*H
Edwin J Beverst.s k promote.! to Hospital Steward Septemlier 1. INM.

William Barlilte. promoted Corp>ral Septemlsr «, IsjiS; captured June
15. 1WS1
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discharged in hospital

I out with company

Orrin O Bond, mustered out with company
Stanley F Bond, starved to death at

1H84. by order of Jeff Uavto.

Jrhlle Castle, discharged in hospital

Elijah S l'ooSer. killed In battle at Winchester. Virginia. June 18. 1W3.

Hran S Clapp. promoted to Srcod liMUM in Nineteenth United

Slates Colored Troop*. August 11. MM
Iriwng Cole, wounded in action at Wlrchester. Virginia. June 13, I

1*1

):

right arm amputate<l: discharged October 3 1*4

Judwin Castle, discharged in hospital.

William C. Oumming*. captured June 15. 1MB: dischargc.1 in I

Richard Evans, died of wounds July 10. 1*83,

Ma-hael Freund. discharged In hospital.

Reulieii Fox, captured June 15. 1W1 ; discharged in hospital

Aunts Fox. captured June 15. 1*63; din

Jordon Fox. discharged in hospital

John L Orrggs, died April J». l*n

Emanuel F. G< .slcll. captured June 15. l*»Vi;

Scrub Oodfrey. discharged Id hoapltal

Androa J Oilhert. captured June 15. I*rt3;

Elmer E. Hustcd. mustered out with

Adjutant

Icomb. died August. 1W3.

0 llab h, discharged In h.sjpltal

olcomh, died of wound* July 8. 1"*3

Iliiiip A Hoffman, captur. d June 15. 1*1; discharged in hospital

Ezra A Hoffman, captured June 15, 1*«S; discharged from I

William W. Hid. captured June 15. 1K.1: discharged In hoapltal

Ehenem-r B Harrison. discharged in hospital

Heury C. Hlcka. discharged In hoapltal.

Louis Kutcher. captured June 15. 1W3; discharged iu hospital

George Kutcber. captured June 15. 18*3

Leonard Keller, killed in action June 13, iwa,

Francis Little. discharged (records lost)

Solon Lane, discharged in hoapltal.

Noyrs 8 Lee. captured June 15. 18M: discharged In hoapltal

William Letts, discharged In hospital

Alfred W. Miller, discharged in hospital

Vilah Mogg. caplureil June 15. P*SS: discharged in hospital.

William Mann, captured June 15. 18H8; diacharged In I

Syhamis A Messeldine discharged in hospital

Altiert T Sye, discharged In I

Second Lieutenant Abner Snyder, promoted to Captain January tt, I

out with regiment.

. diacharged (records lost i

I C Kushton. promoted Corporal (no dates*.

Charles Roe, mustered out with company.
Loula Rutherford, wounded July it. I*ft4, at Snicker * Ferry. Virginia

Bowen W Scbneliley. killed in action June 13, IBM
Riley Sparks, discharged (records lost'

Henry C. Stultz. killed In action July I". in*4

John L Smith promoted Corporal January I. 1*15; mustered out with
company

Heury J. Kpangler. missing in action at Snicker a Ferry, Virginia

Thompson Smith, mustered out with tympany.
Edward Strlckfather. mustered out with coni|>any

Martin St.s-kmaster. wounded at Hatcher's Run. Virginia. March 31

l»i5: mustered out with company-
Wagner R Smith, caplured June 15. I*fi3; muatcred out wlUi company
John Slat»-r, transferred to Veteran Reserve lorpa (records losti

Oeorge W Slater, captured June 15. MM; mustered out with cum |win v

, wounded at Hatcher * hun. Virginia. March 31, 1S55

i F Skinner, mustered out with c.inpany

. died May I. 1*3
Anson H Taylor, mustered out with company
Loren Twl,s. captured June 15. p-.il; mustered ..lit with ^.iiapany
A. Wo.«lruff, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps (record* loati.

Fied. C Wlckhauer. promoted to Commissary Sergeant Septemls-r S.,

]--•

Seymour Watdroii. d|s..hann-l (records lost:

Benjamin H. William*, killed in action June 15, 180
Edward II Williams, promoted to Quartermaster SerKeant October

1*13

Victor Wel«s. captured June 15. |*»B: mustered out with company
Abraham W Walter, died of wounds June 1*13.

Robert W Burns, eaptureil June 13, l*»cl. mustered out with i injainj

COMPANY <

Mustered Into servii-e S.-ptemtier W. I*U. at Monnwvllle. Ohio. Mils
tered out with regimen' June K. 1!*»

oMalssiosen in rii t»

Captain Charles V Parmenter. resigned for di-abllltv, October 3, Ml
J-itM Ijeutenant Edgar Martin, resumed f..r disability. Fehiuary 13. isul

Kos-coaitiasioMn ornckas

First Sergeant Frank A Breckenridge. promote. I to

April 5, l««3: muatered out with company
Sergeant John Kennedy, mustered out with company
Sergeant Augustin L Smith, discharged February. l*tSS

Sergeant James Amodell, discharged .March. 1M6.3

Sergeant Ia-wI* While, drowned while in action July IS, JHtU

Corporal Marion C Lester captured June 15. 1*»V1. promoted First

geant: mustered out with company
Corporal i'hilander Mil.-,, discharged for disability, (no datei

Corporal Oeorge A Webster, in Salisbury prison from Septembers.
to March 1. 1*»

Con»>n»l William Odell. i-aptuml June 15. 1NH; mustered out with

Oorponl
Cor|siral Norman H.

discharg.Hl for disability. March 30. IHR.J

I out with company
to Veteran Reaerve Corps, (no

daw.
Correirnl I.yman P, Blake, mustered out with company
Musician. Dennis K. CanhYld, promoted to Principal Musician Septem-

ber 1. 1«M
Musician. Clark Cantleld. captured June 15, 1*191; inuMered out with

WWII
Nelw.ii Baker, captured June 15. iwa; mustered out with company
Alberts Blanchanl. cspture.1 June 15, 1*33;

pany
William L Biirnham. captured_June 15. Il»i3: mustered out with

pjny
Thomas N. Beers, mustered out with company
Romane Curtis, promoted to medical cadet. May. ls«3.

William Carson, discharged in hospital

Sidney Carpenter. Iu Richmond, Virginia, on
July Ml, 1MM.

Jacob Carson, wounded May II. IssM, and September IV. 1*H
William Carr. captured June 15, l*H3: discharged In hoapltal

Patrick Clark, discharged March :-. 1H63

Orrin Cole, capture! June 15. is.,;, (no date of muster out i

Willis H Conklin. prisoner from July It. IHtM, to March 1. MK.
Eureka Coit, captuml May 15. ISW; dh-d in rebel prison September 1.

ISO!

Wilson l>ay, mustered out with cotn|iany

Hugh Debow. no date of muster out

Orry Decker, killed in action June 13, 1*63

Henry W. Erswell. captured June 15. II

Cbarlea Erswell, captured lime 15,

Martin Fny, mustertsl out with

Daniel T Fink. March I. IM5,
Sergeant

Oeorge L Fish, discharged for disability. February, istft

John B Falrchllds, caplured June 15. IN63. discharged In hospital

Addlaou M. Frye, promote.1 Serg.-a.it Februar>- l«. 1*1; captured May
Vk, IHA|

Harvey E Oarriaon, starved to death in relx-1 prison. February U. IM65.

Henry OiMslenough. mustered out with company
Crary Oreen. killed May 31. l-Vi

Franklin liieen. dlschargesl February 1*. 1S*3

Thomas tirannuls, discharged from Cumberland hoapltal. March 14. 1NK3

Frederick Heinlnway. captured June 15, IHU.3; mustereil out with com-
pany

DayIUOur C Lester, promote.) Sergeant April 5, MS) captured June 15,

l«fti: mustere.1 .mt with ismi|»nj

William MdCtM, <li.. harg.M In hospital

John W Miller, promoted Corporal March I. ItW:

John Mill. r, diss hargcd April. Vft
Wilson Moore, dls- hatxed Man-h ». l* .l

Nelson H M.wler. di.4-harg.sl March «!. IWB
liiarles Nixon. died in rel-l prl~.n December II. I»M.

JohnS. Phillips, mustered out with company
Franklin Phillips, captured June 15, !•»!; mustered out with company
Joatph II ltii «|es promoted Corporal April 5, IN«; wounded in action.

September I'' |S«4; captured June 15, isi.i. dis. hargrsl In hospital

Nii|h.|cuii H.iblnson, mustere.1 out with COHSXNUty

James S|M-ni-e. die<l Septemlier 1. ls»ci

John Salisbury, captured June IS, W; mustered olil with company
Wallace D Skinner. ,, : .r- June 15. ls.,1 mustere.1 out with ooni-

l'**n>

LrvlJ. Steel, dtrd May 14. MM
Simon Steel, wounded April ft. |si*, discharged from hospital

Jacob Steel, mustered out with company
Josiah Snyder died a |*»ohs.l pri-uier March 1HU5

L> man R Shepanl, prisoner at Salisbnty . North Carolina, fr.mi t ict.Hs-r

111. IN.l. to March I. ImV, mustered out with <
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I/>rin L. Spronger. captured June 13, W): mustered out with company
Homer S. Seeley, died Juiie », l*Wt

John Siflet, captured Jun • 15. 1*93; mustered out with company
Fernando Sly. died Juue 30, 1*03

Otis Syker, wounded iti action September lit. l«M: limb amputated; dis-

charged in hospital; captured June 15.

Christopher E. TllloCsou. captured June 15, 1*03; muatered out with com-

pany
Cyrus Taylor, discharged from hospital

a«K».ner, mustered out with .

I White, captured June IS, 1*3:

R. Wilson, sfurrrrf to death In Andersonvllle prison October 31,

1*91

Albert H. Walt, promoted Corporal February 19, 1*M; captured June 15.

1883; mustered out with company.
Hiram Whltmour, discharged February. 1963. for <

Alphord Bascom, discharged February II. 1868, fori

Silas Simpson, killed by cars December 19. 1*1
Alouxo Linn, died from wounds received June IT. 1*63

John Murfy. dischancrd February 14, 1*93, for disability

- Lafayette Loveland. discharged for disability date not known)
Nathan Beers, mustered out with company
David B Nmre, recruit; wounded at High Bridge, Virginia, April 9,

1865; mustered out with company.

COMPANY K.

out with

September W, 1892, at Monroeville. Ohio Mub
> «, isos

April 5, 1853;

of <

conxiivtioxEii orricERH

Captain Samuel W Reed resigned February 13 ISK1.

First Ueutenant Dwight Kellogg, promoted to

mustered out with company.
Second Lieutenant Martin H. Smith, promoted to

D. June" 1865.

to First Sergeant April 5. 18S3;

William 8 Rulison. die<l at

• 10. 188*

I Martin V Aldrlch, discharged March IK, 1*3
I H Sowers, promoted to First

l*M
Sergeant Charles luring, pro

ter. il nut with company
Sergeant James Angel, discharged for disability April 15, 1803

Corporal Horace Lawrence, promoted to Sergeant December 10, 1802;

mustered out with company
Corporal David H. Hutchison, captured June 20, ISB4; in rel>el prison

when company was mustered out,

Corporal Jaines Wheaton. discharged April SI, 1*93, for disability.

Musician. Samuel Bratton. died in reliel prison February' IT. 1*93.

Wagoner, William Stone, on detached service when the company was

William Burge, sick in hospital when company was i

James Bennington, discharged January 25, 1*015

Jeremiah Caaauer flck in hos|>ltal since September 'Jo 1*41.

Moses Cossner, captured at Cellar Creek, Virginia. October IV,

Henry Costs, absent on detached service.

Hudson Catllu, absent with pontoon train

Jacob Doni, killed in action at Winchester. Virginia. June 15, 1HH
Alexander Dennlson died In rebel prison February IS, 1*01.

Hamilton Deiiulson, died July 0 1S03. of wounds received In action

Nicholas Durgin. died August I.

Joseph Dlgnan, promoted Corporal, January *. l»0l.

John Ensign, discharged December 23. 1*02

Michael H Fulkert. discharged September 30. 1*1).

Henry (ilbw.u, wounded at Winchester, Virginia. September 111, ISO!

I out with company
John (ihoram. discharged March IS, 1803

llhU Hankls n, i

Richard Howell, I

John Hanserd, mustered out with <

Peter Letts, mustered out with i-. .m|»ny
Daniel Mead, mustered out with company.
Victor F. Mosier, mustered out with company.
James S, Moody, mustered < ut with company
Isaac Odell. promoted Corporal April 5. INK

Lucius Palmer, mustered out with couipauy
George Plphcr. died In rebel prison, Agust t», l*>il

James B. Reed, dieil April is, ISO!

David Reed, mustered out with company
Thomas Shatup. died March 2*. isiiy

Lorenzo Sweellaud, discharged, from wounds received in action, Sep
temlwr 15. IHrB.

13

Frederick Shafer, died in rebel prison December 25, 1804

Edmood P. Snyder, promoted Corporal April 5, 1*03;

com|>any
Edwin Snyder, promoted Sergeant October IS, 1*01;

company
James B. Smith, discharged March is, 1*03

K. Sackett, discharged April I. 1*93

arved to death in rebel prison, aliout October 15. 1*04

Newell B. Salisbury, died Octol>er 1. 1891, of wounds received in

September:.), 1*94

Edwin Trimmer, promoted Corporal April 5, 1*03

George W. Tucker, discharged Octotier 15. 1*83

Wlllanl C Vanlere. discharged December 1, 1*93

Cliarles Vogal. killed in action at Winchester, Virginia, June 13, 1893

Lemuel Veil, absent In hospital when company was mustered out.

David Williams, discharged April 21, 1888

IVny C. Wyrlek. dbjcliarged Decemlwr 23, 1*92

Mathias Zimmerman
Ralph C. Polner, (name not on muster out roll ',

John W. Garrison, mustered out with company

COMPANY G.

Mustered luto service September SI. 1*92, at Monroeville. Ohio. Mus-
is. I

coMHisKioxcu orrtciRs

Captain Charles H. Rlgys. died September 15, 1861, from starvation,

while in rebel prison at Charleston. South Carolina.

First Lieutenant Oswald H. Rosriibaum. was private to August Si, 1802,

w lien he was promoted to First Lieutenant : promoted to Captain
March 7. 1*55

Second Lieutenant Frank B. Culver, promoted to First Lieutenant Juue
1. l*S3; discharged by special order War Department, April I, IS85.

January I,

K,

out with

June

First Sergeant Sherman A. Johnson, promoted Second

nry 14. 1804; discharged for wounds June 15. 1*05

Sergeant George A. Scobey, transferred to

April «. 1*53.

Sergeant Wesley B Jennings, promoted to First

1*91

Sergeant Charles M Keyes, transferred by promotion to

April. 1894

Sergeant Martin L. Skllimau. captured June 15,

company
Corporal Myrcn E demons, promoted to

Hntchei s Run, March 31, 1*9,5

Corporal John Steele, discharged March. 1861 1 records feat)

Corporal Augustus O Garrett, promoted to Sergeant;

15. 1*03.

Cor|>oral Frank W. Cantleld. discharged for disability I records

Corporal Jacob Went*, died in relwl prison January 37, 1*95.

Corporal William Gallard. killed in action June 13. 1*03

Cor|Miral William H Metcalf. name not on muster out roll

Corporal William H. Levering, name not on muster-out roll

Musician. William Jennings, mustered out with company
Musician. William Allen, mustered out with company.
Wagoner. George R McConnelly. absent as brigade teamster.

PRIVATES

Louts Buyer, captured June 15, 1*93

Solomon Brown, died of wournls November 21. 1*91

Charles Urunim, discharged for noun. I* March 31, 1*0V

Napoleon Buyer, absent when compauy was mustered out.

LutiKr Barnard, wounded In action September l». 1*04; i

is :\m,

Henry C. Barnard, captured June 15. Ittt; mustered out with company.
George N Bonn, captured June 15. Ivtf; mustered out wltn company.
Jay Bogart. musten-d out with company
Albert D. Buck, mustered out with company.
James Burns, captured June 15, 1803: mustered out with company.
Henry Blosler. captured June 15. 1 -it ; mustered out with company
Michael Clark, raptured June 15, 1*0.1; mustered out with companv.
John flavin, discharged lor disability (records lost).

James t'1-.iss, capturetl June 15, 1*93; mustered out with companv.
William H Cbunberlain. discharged for disability (records losti.

Cornelius D. Connor, captured June 15 1**1; mustered out with com-
pauy

George B Drake promised Corporal; captured June IS, t*<kt; mustered
out with company

Benjamin Drake, captured June 15, 1*93; mustered out with company.
Jacob l<etles». died fn.m wounds recehed inaction November 21, 1*01.

Maitin Dip]iel. diacliargetl for disability ..records lost).

Benjamin E Deeley, captured June 15, 1*01; mastered out with

panj

Juue
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Edwnnl Forester, on detaehrd service

Conrad Fllmore, a) sent— sick in hospital.

Joseph OrolT, captured June 15, 1*63

Joseph M. Oi'ff, captured June IV ts*VI: mustered out with company
George W Orecnhoe, captured June 15, 1"*J3; mustered out witlscom-

pany
Charles W Glllen, discharged for disability i records lost)

William fjoldon captured August t«, l«U
Oeoige ( iolde n , Jr., died June 21. ISM.

Bryant Headlcv, transferred by promotion to the One Hundred and
First United States Colored Troops September I, 1«»V4

Charles Hegony, no date of muster out

John Harper, captured June 15, INB.1

.Hovt. died March*. 1*18

I Hoyt. dM May 25. lam.

Richard Howe, captured June 1 5,

Charles Hammond, discharged for disability

;

John Hlnes. on detached service.

George Hines. captured June 1".,

Henry D.Johnson, dleil from wound* received in action June 15.

Chariest* Knight, pmmcted Corporal: captured June 15, l«r*<)

Thomas Kcyes. captured June 15. is«3; mustered out with company
Lyman Luce, muttered out with company,

Patrick Laughlin. captured May 15, 1*01: exchanged March II. IMS;

mustered out with company
John La Fen-, ilied in rehel prison (date not knownV
Andrew J.Lewis, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps 'records lost)

Frank Littlefleld. discharged for disability (records lost)

Jamea P. McElwain. died In ret>el prison (date not known)

William Morgan, mustered out with company.

Barney McOookey, tliesl In hospital May !». !*»•.

Richard Martin, missing in action June 15. Ism.

Foster Nell, captured .lune 15, 1WO.

Thomas Nell, died in AudersonvIIle prlaon .starved to death i.

Theodore Ocks. killed in action March 31. lSffl

Albert Ott. killed In action July 12. ISM.

August Raab, absent li;

Conrad Rhocla. discharged for wounds received In action June 13. MR
Delos C. Ransom, captured Jun« 15, ISA) «

William Reed, captured June 15. IMS: mustered out with company
James Reed, died from wounds July 1'.'. IS6I

Samuel E Stowe, captured June 15, 1SM2S; mustered out with .

Andrew Strawgnn, ruptured October 1'.', 1NU

Albert Smtley. name not <-n muster out roll

John R. Sarenaek, mustered out with company
Peter Sheur. captured June 15, lsfl.3; mustered out with .

George Stockley, captured June 15. IMS

Oeorge Sheslry, on detached duty

Benjaitiiu Thompson, on detached service

Frederick Tucker, In hospital when com|»any waa mustered out

Alfred C Vantyne, discharged for wounds. Febr i ary 20, !««.•,

George A. Warren, died in hospital at Cumberland. Maryland ino dates
Allien L Walker, promote.! to First Lieutenant March H. IMS; i

to the One l!undre<l and Eighty Sixth Regiment, Ohio

i f Wh.-clrr. promoted O.rpo.al

1!>. discharged from hospital

i Kriss/dlscharged for disability, (record lost) •

William BUM, discharged in hospital, (no date>.

Oeorge Weher, captured June 15. |w»

John Met looker, mustered out wi'h company
Richard H. Trimmer, wounded Inaction; captured June 15. lt*i

Thomas Persons, captured June 15, I"*!

Milo H Wager, wounded in action: captured June 15, is.,!

William Kelly, wounded In action, captured June IS, MM

• oMI'aNY II.

Mustered iut.i service September «. IWri. at Monroevillc. Ohio Mus
len d out of service with regiment June 12. |M5

irrictas

nt John O. Davis, prisoner from May 15. to December fl. 1*04;

mustered out with c» mpany
Corporal Frederick stnley, promoted Sergeant September I. |s«5.eap

tnrcd June 15, I'M; miuteied out with company

mvanw

Daniel Amlir.'-ier. wounded I "ctoher IK. |ni|, and left in le spltal

Shannon lllackfonl. name nor on muster out r* >1

1

Wllllamjteck. captured June IS. 1*..). mustered ..tit with coni|iany
Samuel K Swi.her captured June 15. lsn): mustered out with company
William I.. Foy. .lied while a prisoner. June 21. |s»u

I ilMI'.W'V I.

Muateied into service September 21. ISM.', at Monroeville. Ohio Mus
tered ont of service June 12, INS

Joseph Sldell. mustered out with company
Samuel S. Carson, discharged for disability irecor<la lost)

H. M. Carey, captured June 15, 1*<3: mustered out with company
Thomas McCllutock. discliarged for disability (records lout)

James W English, captured June 15, mustered out with eouii-any

COMPANY K.

Mustered into service October 11. »ii at Monroeville, Ohio

SOX-COmilSSIOXED OFFICERS

First Sergeant James Healy. captured June 15. 1N»H; muttered out
with company

Sergeant Joseph Ooodsal. dksl of wounds, Septembers. ISftl

Corporal Ignatius Buff, discharged May t, l"ft3

Corporal Thomas Robin>on, promoted Sergeant: captured June 15. 11*58;

mustered out with company

PRIVATES.

out with company

.

ted first Lieutenant of Company F. March.

David 8. Ames, mustt
Thomas W. Boyce. pi

!H«I

James Caul, died June. l*>Si.

Andrew Dunahoe, killed in action, at Hatcher's Run, March 31. 1HS5,

James Duffey mustered out with company
Arthur Donnelly, discharged at Cumberland. Maryland, (no
John Oraut, promoted to Corporal; wounded Septembers. 1

Francis Biggins, captured June 15. IBM: mustered out with

John Hastings, transferred to < •ompany B, October It!. IMl
Michael Hyde, transferred to Company B, October 1«, IMl
Daniel McCirady. mustered out with

Oeorge R. Marvin, captured June IS, IMS:
John Robinson, died of wounds received In action,

Benjamin Spittle, captured June 15, 1HM
Edwanl Lavenack, transferred to Company B. October XI.

Oiias Huntley, in hospital at City Point when

hoi kma.n's battalion— i ompany w-oxt HUW-
DKF.il A N 1

1 TWKNTY-F.IOIITII KKOIMENT.

Mustered into service. February 27, IMS, at Johnson's

Mustered out of service July 13. 1CM. at C amp Chase. Ohio

First Sergeant I.croy W Bailey, promoted to First I

Sergeant William Kocb. discharged to a»-cept promotion as First Licu-

in the One Hundred and Seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry

larahall Duray. promoted First Lieut, nam . resigned De-
15. 1W14,

Serg.-ant John Doherty, discharged Augtist 7. ISOJ.

Corporal Frank Berger. discharged at expiration of term of service

Oeorge Aikin. mustered out with company
Michael Abele. mustered out with company
Henry Brewer, mustrredout with company
Frank Bridenhaugh, mustcr.-il out with company
Jacob Brunner, mustered rut with company
John H Carriugton. mustered out with company.
Michael Carroll, mustered out w ith company
Christopher Crock, mustered out with company
John Kikl.-r, mustered out with company
Franklin Fills, mustered out wlthcompMj.
Oeorge Fleming, mustered out with company.
Benjamin F. Fowler, ninstcre.1 out v it li company .

John Oould. mustered out with company.
William Hart, mustered out with company
James A Harvey, mustered out with company.
Alfred Luff, muttered out with company
Basil Mark, mustered out wilh company.

Retry Motry. mustered out with company
AriacutoiTeriiian. mustered out » ith company
Frederick otT. rman. mustered out w ith company

.

O.orgeW Rohlmcher. musiere.1 out with company,
lieorge 'i Sharp, nnistere-l out wrth compuny
Samuel Steck. mustered ..lit with company
Christian steelug. mustered out with cnipanv
John Weiner. mu»erwl with cini|«ny
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Edwin R Woodworth
David Wright.

John Wright, i

COMPANY C.

Mustereil into service June », 1XW. at Johnson's Island. Ohio
out of service July 13, at Camp Chaw-. Ohio

corporal

NON-COMMISSIONED orFlCIK

discharged Jamt, IWSR.

PBlVATrj,.

John Burge, discharged June 5, IHttt

Jod V Bidwell. discharged December,. II**.'

L*r Bates. discharged June 5, i*U5

John U Pari*, discharged June \ IMS
Charles A Uraves, mustered out wit h comj
Joshua S. Harris, musten-d out with company.
Samuel Knight, discharged June 5, 1K>5

James McCarty, discharged June J IHtiS.

Philip Morton, discharged August -JO 1*13

Edwin Mo ire. promoted to First Lieutenant in Ihc One Hundred and
Second United .States Colored Troops. September. (1, Ihrs.

Loeb Mark, discharged December 7, lr«i.

George Van Buskirk. discharged June \ Wl

COMPANY U.

into service September 1«. 1MW. at Johnson s Island. Ohio.
out of service July IS. 1WM. ut Camp Chase, Ohio.

Corporal Charles Waucke. mustered out

Corporal John Oluck, mustered out

Frank Beltchman, discharged April 25. IW3

William Beitb. mustered out.

John Bauuling. mustered out with company
Ueorge Curric, mustered out with company

Jacob Hartmann, discharged August IS, 1W«

Joseph Koleuber, mustered out with company
John N. Lehman mustered out with company
John Lechler. mustered out with company
Jacob Metzgnn, mustered out with company
Oeorge Martin, mustered out with company
William Raymond, mustered out with company.
Frank Rettmau. mustered out with company
Frederick N. Smith, mustered out with company
Charles Solomon, mustered out with company.
Sebastian Schwlnford. mustered out with company
Mike Schlatter, mustered out with company
Jacob Wettlnger, mustered out

SamuelS. Yoder. promoted September -JU. 1nt,i

i Zahm. .lied January M. 1»»

COMPANY K.

tm.

January 7, IBM, at Cleveland,

out of service July 13. MB, at Camp Chase.

F. ster V I ollctt Irai sToRCd toCwupOj y a, Ipffj i.

XO.NH'OXMISSIOMCD OmCSM
Sergeant Ervln Hewit, mustered out with company.
Corporal Louis Ray. mustered out with company.
Mu*icinn. Aloys Haumeisier, mustered out with <• rupnny

HUVATM.

August Bottger, mustered out with c.un|iiiny

B-.yd Cl-ndcnnlng. mustered out with company
Harney Conley. mustered out with company
Francis Conley, mustered out with company
John Conley. mustered out with i

8. Ervln

out with company
out with company

, Ford.

i

Doctor C. Gardner, mil

Dyark W. Gardner, i

Andrew J. Hastings, I

Aaron J. Hunt, mustered out with i

William Hunt, mustered out with company
William Jones, mustereil out with company
John Lahrman. died September 44. P*tH

David T Livlngood, mustered out with company
I'rban C Livlngood. mustered < nt w ith company
Jacob Long, mustered out with company
John Noss, mustereil out with company.

Edward S. Philo, mustered out with company
Oeorge Reiter. mustered out with corn|«ny.

James Kuggles. mustereil out with company
William Ruggles. mustered out with comtttuy.

Joseph Shebeley, mustered out with company
Frank S|>eildenner. mustered out with company
George Spron. mustered out with com |.any

ONE HI NDHED AND SIXTY-SIXTH OHIO NATIONAL
GIAKD. COMPANY K.

Mustered into service May 15. lsrti. a' Norwalk. Ohio. Mustered out of

HUM, at Camp Cleveland. Ohio.

Captain Edgar Martin First Lleutena I W. Curtias

Lieutenant Sterry H. Cole.

First Sergeant EdwMA Comstock. Corporal

Walter Petteys

Sergeant George 8 Hoyt
David M. Pelton.

nt Thomas Milliman

Cor|sira) Edgar Barnhart

Corporal George Willsey

Corporal

Corporal Lyman J.

Corporal Lorcy Arnold

David Acker William H Ames
Cecil C Abbott Cyrus Arnrtt

Oeorge Beers Daniel A .las Baker

John Butt Jacob B.ir.luc

Asa Briggs. Jr James N. Burdue

Oeorge F. Burton Myn.ii H. Bentley

Micliael Consldlng Oeorge W Curtis

Garrah B Clawson. AshurM. Cole

Nicholas Dunn William C. Davis

Peter H. Draper. Horace Draper

Isaac N DeOrafT Heulspn Emerson

.

Charles V. Fay Thomas Hagaman
Charles H. Hoyt, Klhanan W Hawks
Frederick Hlnes Edmund J Husted.

William H Haskell J"sepb Isenhour

Chalres Isenhour At.l.olt Jonest.

William N Jenkins Charles F Lee

Sydney R, Lloyd Marshal Lester

Hubert l.' s er Andrew J. Ij*-kwoud

J. slalk Lawrence AlonitoE Lawrence.

Jltllles E. Lulls Marshal W. Lowe
Allen Morris- .n Rots-rt Mountain.

Thomas W. Miller. Carlos Norton.

Samuel B. Sewcomb Joseph Nast.

Seth W ...bom. Allen D ihvens

Henry C < brans' Harvev Palmer
John B lerklns William Rice

Henry Sayers Elijah Sonle

H in ni M> ut John C. Sower.

John R. Sly Vau Ransaelaer Swift

Marcus M States William S. Smith
Jnrcd C Tiit-worth Fjxa Tutsworth.

Benjamin Worthmgton Stedmau Winchester
Wilbur Waldron Oiles Yaplrs

DUO

Corporal N..rris D Fay. July II. li-il

Corpora! Dwight Rugglc., Augusts. MM

Spnrry Oreen. July 81. 1HM.

i barb- B. Burr, August 15. II*H

John Finney. August 1«. lsfi|

Cornelius S I'lue. at home. September a. 1«M
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COMPANY D.

Muster.- 1 with raiment (No muster out roll or this company on flle

comauwioNtt) oKfitxR

Captain Benjamin F. MeConnick. First Lieutenant Sidney M Owen
S-vond LI* utenant John E LaBarre

HaUer I> Atherion

PRIVATES.

Epbralm Briggs.

Bryant 1 Bloomer Robert A Bloomer

William H. BUhon. George t>, Cox.

I). E CtiaftW Albert L Crosby

William Ivnmnn. Andrew Dufuer

BotMII Ellis. Frank E, Fitch

John Ford George F Fletcher.

QiMirgp F. Uiinn Homer P. Gibson.

James i iru

v

Addison Gardiner.

Lucius L Heber Harris

TtlutUAH 1*
. Hill William G. Holliday

Cbarle* T Ifoater. J. P. Haskhu.
< 'hnrles Hixgin* George Jenkins

Harrteou McConDel) Mllo MeCrlUls

Jacob M. Millrr Luther A Atusdeu
Doctor F. Brown

Imwin P BitdaOi) Francis Child*• ssssai^tai v iiiiwi,

•rauirs \ \ru' *ij .
Hriirv Porn*.)

Bvrou Culver Geonte W D*vkrr

Bennjah Dolba
•I 1 '111- SY . * Mill. OfiiriTt» W ftnriod a»nn

Augustus V Fritchrl. M. E. Ketutoji.

r^Mtnarrl P F^rnmild AErtnziP Frt*nrh

Ii .1 1 11 HVfTll t- V 1 U-n ni n 1 1 r i F Mi'Tm.t

11 sal l '"K 1 '.'ii. William Hales

William Joiir*s George Jillich

1 1 ilt tt W 1 1 n>*Hr*1O ' him r\ viii*, i i * * John lCraps

Robert Miller Marcus S Miles

Henry L. Moore Frank A Moore

Andrew MeFnrland John N'esljctt

Heury C . Niver John M Niver

William Norton. Byron E Noble

4Mb E rbillip* Oscar Pease.

William S Pro8w-r I.udwig Reimer
Benjamin Robinson Orlando E. Raymond
John Robert* William Richardson.

John W Sage Judson H Snyder

David Sumiiierliu William F Smith
John H Smith.

Eli Thomas Daniel Truman
Mamon Tcrwiiliirer, William H. V.,gie

rotor V. Woodruff Humphrey Window
Daniel S Wainjus. William Wheat. >n

David Knapp

Area B. Gll-on was first Captain of tins company On organization of

the regiment be was elected Major, but through Informality In elec-

tion, he was not i—

.ink Hl'XDRED AND BEVBXTY-tflXTB KF.GIMENT OHIO
VOLINTEEK INFANTRY. COM PAN Y Ii.

and September, 1*81. Tor one year
14. 1*03, at :

Miifctend Into

Muntered out of sen ice Ji

Captain Ira B. Wambugb, promoted to Captain Heptember 1*. lstil; mils

tered out wltb c-'iiipany

Hrst Lieutenant Hetirj- H Crane, promoted to Captain, and assigned to

Company G. April 3. 1-«S.

second Lieutenant Joseph P ri«en. promoted to First Lieutenant, ami
I to Company E. February 3, lift'.

First Sergeant Alfred W llouae, died ut Nasbfille.

ber 19, i.*M

Sergeant William H. Smith, died January <,,

Sergeant Charles M. Fiser. ap|«>lnied Hospital Steward. < ictoiwr 2,

Srlffeaai Nelson P. Ilyland. inusteml out with com|>any

Con«ral Willis Hague, pnunote.1 Sergeant December*.. I*H; mustered

out with company
Corporal J-srl S. Wolverton. promoted First ^erg.•ant March 30, 1MB;

miistere.1 out with coui|iany.

Corporal William Wright. pmnulM] fllllfl Dlllllll I A UM| uiustereil

.••it with . ouipaiiy

Corporal Lafayette T Trask. promoted Second Lieutenant March SJ,

1*15. and trau»fen«.i to Company C
Cor|>oral John J Lowery. niustenil out with company
Corporal Frederick M. Chllds. discharged May *i. lsiv.1

Corporal Stacy Packard, discharged April 1«. 19SS.

Musician. George Kldd. died January (1. 1H»

n. George Schneider, died January &. t>H

James C Banl, mustered out m'lth company
Eli Bushshawn. illed January 12. W
Edwanl Butcher, mustereal out with coi

Anthony Bornes, dle<l February W, 1VB

Cornelius t hamlnrrlaln. mi

J«i»epl> Cooper, mustered out with

James P. Carl, mustcrc.

William Coupplea. mustere.i out with MlttUMy
Charles Collins, mustere.1 out withe mpany
Jeremiah Chamberlain. IMtMered out with company

LeODard Ivlliuater, promoted Corporal: mustered out with

Lewis Dleble. muslored out with company.

Frederick Dalton, this name is not on muster out roll

Charles Darby, discharged May 3. 1«IB

Jacob Darr. mustered out with company
Thomas Evans, mustered '•ut with company
Heury Englebuy. mustered out with company
Benjamin F. Fowler, discharged in hospital, (no date)

Sylvester B Fleming, died February 5. 1S«4

John G. Gassman. not mustered out with company-

Nelson Gunn. appointed Hospital Steward. February 13, MM.
Simon Grubb, mustered out with com|iany

Calvin Hall, mintern! out with company
Cyrus Hinckley, appointed Corporal Deceml>er inuatens

with company
Rotx-rt Holley . die,! March is. 1-B

Charles A. Hearth, died October i, P*V
Jeremiah Hlnt^ n. musteretl out with com|»ny
Charles Hall, died February II. I«K

Erastus Hatch, mustered out with com|>any

Benjamin F Holmes, mustered out with company
Mills B Hiuwlale. mustered out with company
Ovitt S. Hinsilale. musteretl out with company
Isaac L. Hendrlxson. mustered out with company
Cluirlea W. Hill, mustered out wltb company
Samuel Holmes, mustered out with company
John R Hoy. mustered cut with company.
Christian A Jeffers mustered out with company
Martin Kolb. mustered out with company
John Keller, ap|>ointed Corporal October S\ |si>l, mustered out

company.
Joseph Knapp, mustered out with company
Thomas Lundy. discharged May 3. lf*B.

Loran K. UH>mis. died Decembers, IHM.

William E !^>hr, mustered out with company

Thomas Morrow, mustered out with company

Jacb Middleton. mustered out with company

Charies McKelvry, appointed musician; mustered out with

William S McCowan. npjs.iuted Coiporal December H. 1MM.

out with company
Giles Mead, mustered out with company
Tliomas Mills, discharged May P«I5

James Newman, mustered out with company
John Paxtou. mustered out with company
John E Patterson, appointed Corporal December *». l^H: DMUIcm

with company
George B Powers, appointed Corporal April Mb l"1*; mustered out

coopany.
Ne«ton Parsons, mustered out wttb company.

Barney Pratt, mustered out with company.

Robert Rice, discharged May 3, |stB

NeUon Ruby, mustered out »lth company
John Keddtsseller, not mustered out with company
Henry Sluirtzer. mustered out wltb company

Charles L shorts, mustered out with cora|>aiiy

Penell S Shorts, die.1 January W. 1*».

Bn.lais Sters'er, appointe,! Corporal Decemls r Jti l*.l; mustere.1

Willi company.
Jacob Surgesjuin, mustered out in hospital

John T Slackford. discharged May i. l>»,-.

John Sny der, promoted Sergeant March *'. IMS
company

Hera Sturdevant, mus'en d out with O'liipany.

John Salt. mu.tered out with company
Gabriel spn*er, mustered out wlih company
Addrew Shaffer, mustered out with company
William J Sott. musieretl out with company.

Jaine- Snoili, llHWtWVil OM with com|Miny

with

I out

wilh

must, red out wilh
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HISTORY OF HURON AND ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

O Taylor.

with company
out with

Thomas White, died February 3. ' <

David E Wells. died January a

Louis D Woolsey, mustered out with company.
Jackson Warnick, died February 10, !r*»

Thomas Wilson, muttered out with cum|>aiiy.

John Will, mustered mil with company.
Barney H. Weiifle. mustered <mt w ith company.
Isaiah Wilson, mustered out with company
William I. Wallace, mustered out with company
Frank V*. Young, muttered out in hospital

Theodora J. Young*, promoted to Corporal October £\ i>*4; died at

Nashville, Teunes.ee. December U. 1HM.

as, 1*H. for one vear

ir.r

Sergeant Henry RiU. died March !«, IK15.

Corporal Henry Martin. mustered out with company.
Corporal HurmaiiCallman. mustered out In hospital (no date)

John Bichlcy, mustered "tit with company.
Ferdinand Eccard mustered out with company.
Joniah M Elder, muttered out with company.
Thomas Eagon. died. January 1. IKift.

AlvL Haren died. February i. 1«1.

, Hurbcl. mustered out in hospital, (no date)

1 out with <

•ieorge Mclntire, i

Antey Meki

George W. Osborn, mustered out with >

William Oacha. musters d out <

Otis Olney. mustered out with company.
Axhlev (Juayle. died April i. 1S'».

Adam 8cbnrid«*r. mustered out with company
< i ilunilia 7., Squires mustered out with compauy
Lucas Sicktnger. mustered out with company.

I out withe

ONE HI NDKED AND KIO 111 V-TH I KM REGIMENT OHIO
VOLINTEER I X FA XT It Y , ( liMPASY A.

Mustered Uito service August, Keptemher and October. IW4, for one
year Mustered out of service July IT, 1805. at Salisbury, North
Carolina

I C March IT,

James M. Bennrtt, mustered out in ho«pital. (no date V

John H Carden. discharged. June 7, 1H16.

Ell Decker tnuaterrd out in hospital, .no date)

John F Foster, appointed Sergeant. April 90. 1885,

Earlck, appointed Corporal, October I I 1**1, mustered out
with company.

I R. Ford, missing in action. X..vr«iler Si,

Jacob Feels mustered out with company
JanieaOassard. discharged, May ffl MS
Philip Oossart. missing in action, November »t, IM
Francis I. Oossard. missing In actiou, November 30, 1*04.

William H. Gossard, mustrred out in hospital, mo date)

John A. Hemphill, mustered out with company
Isaac Holt, died January », 1805.

Benjamin Holt, promoted Sergeant October l'.\ I*W,

company
Benjamin M. Hltea, mustered out with

David Mahon. mustered out in hospital

Joaeph Reed, died February 10. 1WW
William Riley, discharged May ». I»wa

John Richards, discharged at

13 1

"mpauy
no date i

Ohio (no date)

rEcarits— pr rvatis

John M Byron, not mustered out with company.
William H. Fletcher, not mustered out with company.
Charlies H. Fletcher, not mustered out with company.
James Grey, not mustered out with company
Jameson Jameson, not mustered out with company

ONE Ill NDRED AND nEVENTY-NIXTII KF.it I MEXT OHIO
VOI.I XTEF.R IXFANTKY, COMPANY E.

Jo-tephK out In hospital (no date).

101

I D. Stevenson, muttered out with company
Thomas T. Sender, diet! Fehruory 5. IWS.

William Sh. Idon. died of wounds. December IT. ISM.

Peter A. Thomas, mustered out with company.
Samuel P Tlild, mustered out with company.
George W. Williams, discharged June "JO,

Jesae A. Williams, mustered out in hospital (no date).

Joseph H. Williams, mustered out with company.
James Walters, died June s isft.*..

James S. Wilson, discharged May «, IWB,

Philip Znpp, mustered out in hospital.

OXE IU XliKF.li AND EKIHTY-SI XTH REGIMENT OHIO
VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, COMPANY E.

Mustered Into service February ST. 18ft.-., for one year Muster, d out of

(September In. ].<*b, at Nashville,

'

Oliver T. Ames, mustered tint with company
Jeremiah Andrews, mustered out with company
James Bowe, mustered out with company
Dyer Drake, promoted to Sergeant July •>, 1W»
Lewis Eoy. mustered out in hospital (no date)

Stephen (tlbaon. mustered .ml with company
to Corporal August 1», 1-M56:

James S
Oalen D.

The.Klore Ludwlg, retained under (federal Ortler 101

lilies Morey. retnim-d under General Order 101

Matthias Arendorf, Jr . discharged August S. 1h«

Henr>" M Smith, promoted to Corporal August 1», 1H55;

with compam

.

Robert A. St John, mustered out in hospital mo date)

George Shuler. retained under General Order 101

.

Frederick C. Wise, retained umler (ieneral Onler 101

ONE 111"NUKED AND EIOHTY-EUiHTH REOIMEXTOH10
Vol. I XTEEK IXFANTKY, COMPANY <;.

Mustered out of ser-Mtistercd iolo sen io- March :

er il

IH0.1. for one year
*i». at Nashville.

PBJVATES

Philip Bulgle. mttsteretl out with company
John S. Duncan, mustered out with company
Samuel 1. Egglestoii. discharged May IS. 180S

Joseph Eckbart. mustered out in hospital ino date!

(iabriel Oearhurt. mustered out In hospital (no date)

Joseph (iearhart, mustered out in hospital ino datet

Sylvester Orover. mustered out with company.
. Jacob Hartman. mustered out In hospital (no date)

Christ. Klepper. tlischarged May S. lMi.%

William H Myers, retained under General Order 101

William H, Owen, retained under General Order 101

Fldill Salle, retained under General Order 101

r General Order 101

promoted Corporal; mustered out with

ONE III NDKED AND NINETY-FIRST REGIMENT OHIO
VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, COMPANY G.

Mustered into service Map?h *. I»t4. for one year. Mustered out of ser-

•T. ]s«5, at

PRIVATES.

John Akers. mustered out with company
Nathaniel Bracv, mustered out a ith company
Conrad Bauuuin. promoted to Corporal: mustered out with company
Thomas Biznett, mustered out with company
Bartholomew Bizneti, mustered out with company
Eleader Barrett, mustered out with company
Sumner E. Barnes, mustered mil with company.
Joseph Cavalier, discharged May ». 1W»

i Couta, mustered out with company
i Curtiss, mustered out with company

out with company

Joel Cooley. mustered out with

James Converse, muxtored out

Albert fl Cavelier. mustered out with

Amos B Derby, mustered out with
James S. Darby.

Digitized by Google



102 UlfSTOUY OF HURON AND ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

Austin R. Ellsworth, mu<tend out with company
Oavld Fatzenger. mustered OKI company
Samuel P. Foreman, mustered out with company.
Phlli|i Felder, niunleml out with company
John B Fisher, mustered out with oompsMJ
John Gensert. mustered out with company
Frank Grill, mustered out with com|uinv

JOiph Hsdd, mustered out with company
Levi H. Harris, mustered out with company
Hewitt Harding, mustered out with company
Anthony Hul>er, mustered out with company
John C Houghtlen. mustered out with company
Robert H. Johnston, mustered out with company.
George Jenkins, promoted to Corporal; mustered out with company
Hiram Miner, muttered out with company.
John W Morse, dischnnfed Mar IMS
Silas B Mann, mustered out with company
Cabin McN'utt. mustered out with company.
Franklin McLucas. muster.-.! out with company
William B. McConnell. mustered out with company
Asahel A. Pond, pi .muted to Corporal: mustered out with <

Emmet Porter, mtistered «»Tit with (

John W Page, mustered out wi

Alva Hlchman. mustered out with i

Isaac W Richards, mustered m
Samuel W Reed, promoted to Sergeant: I

Frank E. Smith, muttered out with company
Jared W Stocking, mustered out with company
John Sencrant, mustered out with company
Isaac Scislnger, mustered out with company.
Reuben Shelden. mustered out with company
Auuison E. Sheldon, mustered out with coutjioiiy

Nathan Tanner, promote.! to Corporal; mustered out with company

.

Sidney Wheeler, discharged June 9. 1-VVj .

William M. Wade, mustered out with comiwny
Almond B Wood, mustered out with company
Eli Wolf, promoted to Corporal: mustered out with company
Sebastian Williocker: mustered out with <

ONE HTKDRBD AND NINETY -SECOND REGIMENT OHIO
VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, COMPANY A.

Mustered lino service March 9, l-*So. for one year. Mustered out of ser-

vice September 1, ltttt, at Winchester. Virginia

eomnssioxio omega.

Captain Frank E Pray, mustered out with compauy.

NoX'.ioMMtsMtoNEii omega*

Serjeant Amaaa Heath mustered out with company
Serjeant Henry C Nickerson. mustered out with company
Sergeant Lewis S. Rouse, mustered out with company
8ergeant Richard H Reld. mustered out with company.
Corporal Michael Beady, mustered out with company
Corporal Sylvanus F. Bishop, mustered out with company
Corporal Buel P. Barnum mustered out with company.
Corporal Frank Eagle, mustered out with company
Corporal diaries B Halscy. mustered out with company
Corporal John W Lei-, mustered out with compauy
Corporal William Solleger. mustered out with company
Corporal Judson H Snyder, mustered out with <

Halsey D. A then on

Frederick Aves
Virgil Brooks, died April l»

Garil Bowman, mustered out with compauy
John 0 Bruuner. mustered out with com|>atiy

Calvin Chaffee, mustered out with company
William D Crawford, mustered out with company
Frank J Casper, mustered out with company
Joseph f'»»|»-r. mustered out with company
Alexander Cuapiu, mustered out with company
Henry l>ewltt. mustered out with company
Murtin Digglns, mustered out with company
David Dalbee. mustered Mil with Company
Andrew Dufner, muster.-.! out with company

I out with company

Samuel Edwards, mustered .ml with company
Phillip Keller, iuust.-r.-d out with company
James Finch, miist.-r.-d out with company.
Peter Fulir. mustered out with eotnpau)

Kl/a Ferguson, dis.-liary.-i Ma. I.'.. )«•;•.

James Ftser. musteresl out with company
Japheth Oalagher. mustered out with company.

D Hill.

Hlrl>e.

Hyter. .

Daniel Houts i

Amhros H.ibbell, discharged May IV l*a
Edgar Johnson, discharged May IS. IW'i.

Lewis Johnson, discharged July VJ. IKnY

William F. Kellngg, mustered out with company.
Sears Ketcuutu. mustere, 1 out with company
Michael Kramer, mustered out with company
Joseph Kenble, mustered out with company
John Kreps, mustered out with company .

James C Lutts promoted Commissary Sergeant June 1 1,

McCurdy LeBean. mustered out with com|»any

Henuan l»ngycar. mustered out with company
Frank Meyer, mustered out with company.

Nicholas Mole, dl charged June 17. |n«

John Mosier. mustered out witucompany
Cain Mahony, mustered out with company
Robert March m i stered out with company
John Morrison, mustered out with company
Michael Myers, mustered out with company.

Philip Malbadger. mustered out with company
Herman Michel, musteted out with company
Atlthony Michel, mustered out with cotnpauy

diaries Moore, mustered Ml with company
Robert Mountain, mustered out with company
William D. Moor. must, red out with company
Patrick Macklu. mustered out with company
Charles McCoy, mustered out with company
William Norton, mustered .nit w ith company.

Joseph D Nasb. mustered out with company
Oeorge S Perry, mustered out with . ouipany

Partlue Phllli|>s, mustered out with company
Charles Richardson, mustered out with company
Edward Ritter. mustered out w Ith company
Jacob Relmel. mustered .nit with company
Edward Rickey, mustered out with compauy.

Myron B. Seymour, mustered out with company.
Emll Schick, mustered out with company
Charles Siller, mustered out with <

Samuel S Smith, mustered out with .

Philip Sowers, mustered out with company
George Sohn. mustered out with company
Robert M Shaw, mustered out with couipam
Rupert Stoker, mustered out with company
Antony Steakley, mustered out with company
William M Sanders, mustered nut with company.

Frank Tylor. mustered out with company
Solomon Weckert, mustered out with . oiiipany

Franklin Wilcox, discharged May IS. I"*H,

William Walker, musters*! out with company
Jacob Weasert, mustered out w ,th company

not on muster out 'roll.

ONE HUNDRED AND NINETY-THIRD REGIMENT oniO
VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, COMPANY E.

Mustered Into service March 11, ltW.%, for one year. Mustered out of

: «, 1S5S. at Wluchester. Virginia.

Corporal

NoN i-wmitssioNED orrirtR

Sanders, mustered out « ith c»ui|Muiy.

paivsTio.

Amos RaulKVker, died July !>«•,

Levi Crawford, discharged June 8. |s»i5

Henry Carson, mustered out with company.

Joseph Cory, mustered out with comi-nny

Jackson c->ry. Ustere.l out with company
John J. Close, mustered out with couipauv

George Carnnel, mustered out with company
John J Craig, mustered out with company
liriijamiii Giilre. mustered out with compaag
Jacob Glove, mustered out with company
Joseph W H i. ill. mustered out with company
Prter liners, mustered out with coni|»ny.

WlUlam Hannah, discharged June It, HM
Jainti Huntliu-toii. mustered onl with. ipauy

Hervey Hunting, mustered out wuh fOMMllJ
Jacob Henellne. mustered out with company .

Lewis C Holtoway. mustered out * ith company
John Hunan, mn.ler.-d out with company.
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Joseph Mackey, muttered out with company
Moses F. Mapea. mustered out with company
John Mockennan, mustered out with company
Tbomaa O'Harra, mustered out with company
Philip M Rlker. mustered out with company
Charles Beno, mustered out with company
Alfred Stevens, mustered out with company.
Alfred Slocum, mustered out with company

.

Henry Thomas, mustered out with company
Samuel W. Vanpelt. discharged June l'l. psTi

"ieorgr Vanpelt, mustered out with company
Oliver Williams, mustered out with company
Jacob Mlrucener. mustered out with company

ONE HUNDRED AND NINETY-SIXTH REG I M EXT OHIO
VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, COMPANY C.

into service March '.'1. WB, for one year Mustered out of

service September 11, PW5, at Baltimore. Maryland.

.lON-ooxuiastoMn oppicebs

er. mustered out with*

y, mustered out with company
Sergeant Joseph Shepard mustered out with company
Corporal Alexander Collie, mustered out with company
Corporal Zeriah O. KIN. mustered out with company.
Corporal Mason Green, mustered out with company
Corporal William E. Oeer. mustered out with company
Corporal Washburn Underbill, mustered out with company
Corporal Simeon O. Whaley. mustered out with company

rO. 1

Charles E. Arnold, died April 17

n|Au.p.,gb,
Albert Barber, mustered out with <

Richard Boulton, mustered out with <

John Boyer, discharged March 29. IW,
James Borden, discharged June S, 1*65

Edwin w Chapman, mustered out with company
Joaeph Cliver, mustered out with company
Watson D. Chase, mustered out with company
Samuel Chrysler, mustered out with company
Joniali Coats, promoted to Second Lleuteuant of Companj C
John M Chrysler, mustered out with company

.

David J. Collier, mustered out with company
Peter I>eel, discharged June 13. 1*15

George Deel, mustered out with company
Jacob Darr, mustered out with company
Sylvester Daniels, mustered out with company

r C. Dwlgbt, mustered out with company,
i Darr, mustered out with company.

John R. Frank, mustered out with <

Walter Grig*, mustered out with company
Samuel F. Hartman, mustered out with company
Ferdinand Hardenbrook, mustered out with couipauy

.

William W . Hutchinson, promoted 1

Charles Higgins, died April 4. 1S6V

Henry Hatfield, mustered out with company
John Harley, mustered out with company.
George laahart, mustered out with company
Cnarles L Jones, mustered o it with company
Joaiab l>. Johnson, mustered out with company
Jacob Kollar. mustered out with company
John Lowery, mustered out with com|ian.v

George Miller, mustered out with company.
Edward S. McCioe. mustered out with company
James McCuUough, mustered out with company.
John O McCannise, ranatere I out with company
William Ogle, discharged June t, l«
Nntnanlid R >b n«on, mmtetv I oat with c impiay
Albert E Re>d. mustered ou: with company
Henry Jones Rln >u rumtere 1 out with company.
John S. Siuirr, mustered out with company.
William A. Thompson, mustered out with c imp

Edwin Thompson, died March 1>«S5

William Tarrls, mustered out with company.

Alfred Vansickles. i

OottlelbF Winl

Jefferson Watuter, mustered out with company
Francis Wells, mustered out with company
Leonard Wets, mustered out with company.
Robert Wilson, mustered out with company
Samuel A. Young, mustered out with company.
Joaeph Zimmerman, mustered out with company
Jeremiah Zimmerman, mustered out with company

ONE nLNDREU AND NINETY-SEVENTH REGIMENT
OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, COMPANY B.

Into service March *\ 1*«, for one year Mustered out of
service July .11 .

ls*.\ at Camp Bradford. Maryland.

XOS-COMMISHIONED

Sergeant Benjamin Ferris, mustered out with <

Sergeant Rlneheard Slckinger. muttered out with <

Sergeant James Turner, mustered out with company

.

Sergeant George A. Tnimble. mustered out with company
Sergeant Daniel Wood, mustered out with company
•Sergeant Roland Vale, mustered out with company
Corporal Eugene Emmons, mustered out with company.
Corporal Jacob Klapfer. mustered out with company
Corporal Anhur L Osborn, mustered out with company
Corporal James i

PRIVATES

Henry Butts mustered out with company
Perry Curtlas, mustered out with company.
Lewis A Darling, mustered out with company.
Helor Dewlt, mustered out with company
Charles R Elwood, mus'ered out with company.
Arnold B. Fuller, mustered out with company
John C Hill, mustered out with company.
Benjamin F Howe, mustered out with company.
Hugh Menagh. mustered out with company
John McEwen, mustered out with company.
Oscar Pease, mustered out with company
John O. Park, died April 1* 1*15

I out with company

Franklin E. Shupe.

mustered out with company
David W So per. mustered out with company

.

William U Shupe. mustered out with company
Lew is Slyker, discharged in hospital ; no date

.

WlUlaiu H. Speare. discharged in hospital: no

David Whiddon. mustered out with company.

COMPANY C.

I into service April L WW Mustered *

Corporal William E Sherwooi, mustered out with company.

PRIVATES

Perry B Arnold mustered out with company
Seth Baxter, mustere I out with company
Byron H. Colven, musier -d out with company
George W Cushman, mustereil out with company.
Nicholas Deag. mustered out with company
John Flarity, mustered out with company
William Flickinger, mustered out with company
George Gunn. died April 7. l*io

Lester Gregory, mustered out with company
Jacob Gibbons, mustered out with company.
Josi-ph KrlUer, mustered out with company
Flavius Kilburn. mustered out with Company.
Otlbert W Lludaey. mustereJ out with company
Harrison Mcl'onnell. musterel out with company.
Richard Pryce. mastered out with company.
Alvln E Phillips, mustered out with company.
Bramir S. Smith, promoted t,, Hospital Steward, April IS, 1*55.

Haver Scheoble, muitere I out with compani
Stephen Sehualey, mustered out with company

.

JobnSpauliiing, mustered out with company.
Jesse Woo InirT. musterod out with compuny
George W. Young discharged fro n h'ispltal ; no

'

April W. 1*5;
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COMPART F.

into service. April *. 1«5. for one year

SON COXMISSIOXED >'. 1 ER.S.

: George Beany, mustered nut with company
ered out with company

I Alva Bartlett. mustered out with company.

IH Lewis
Corporal Aaron J Brvtz. mustered out with

Corporal George J. Downing, mustered out with

Corporal Edward P Fisher, mustered out with

Corporal Homer Million., mustered out with

I out with

Frrdolin Borer, mustered out with company
William Bohl, mustered out with company
Cornelius Connor, mustered out with company
David Darr. mustered out withcom|>any
Klcbard C. Dlmock. mustered out with company
George Egerer, mustered out with company
Andrew Fell, mustered out with company.
Edwin A Gibson, mustered out with company
rltake W (iriftin. mustered out with coui(>auy

Frederick Holchour. died May \ l»«a

Barthold Hartman mustered out with company
Cornelius Heath, mustered out with coru|Miny.

Francis Howe, miM«rnl ont with company
George M Jeffrey, mustered out with company
Peter .1 Kuhn, mustered out with company.
Jacob Klarrb. mustered out with company
Conrad Kiefer, luiuitered out with company
Perry W Kuntx, nun
Edward B Lincoln, t

isey. mustered out with

i C Luff, discharged July *. l-CV

John Memlla. mustered out with oompany
Oliver Martin, mustered out with <

John C. Pauley, mustered out with i

Charles Rider, mustered out with company
Henry C Ransom, mustereil out with company
Nathan Shlnn, mustered out with company
Isadore shell, mustered out with company.
Herbert W Shaft, mustered out with c<impniiy

Charles Wilson, mustered out with company.
John Wilkinson, discharged Junes, tsrr,

ON K HINDRED ASK XI X ET V- EIGHTH REGIMENT
OHIO VOLUNTEER IXFAXTKY, COMPANY B.

Mustered into service April U, 1*0.-,, for one year Mustered out of

service May t, MRS, at Camp i

PRIVATES

John Blair, mustered out with company
Harrison Barber, mustereil out w ith company
Judson I>. Burns, mustered out with company
William Bagent. mustered out with company

Cbarlea R Gardner. I

Julius Hammel. mustered out with <

James Hanvlll, mustered out with

Alien Hale, mustered out with company.
John 8. Jennings, mustered out with company
Adelbert Jefferson, mustered out with company
John Lifhtey, mustered out with comjiany
William C Ttngley, mustered out with company
Thomas Thompson, mustered out with com|iany.

Ueorge S Walter, mustered out with company.
Edward Ward, mustered out with company

iJ.

COMPANY F.

Mustered Into service April «. 1««. for one >ear
'Regiment

privates

James K Heater, mustered out with company.
Frank Mitchell, mustered out with company
Jacob Osterlln. mustereil out sith cmii|uiny.

Mustered out with

SHARPSHOOTERS.
Rial Phelps, enlisted March 1. 1*»

TWENTY-SEVENTH REGIMENT UNITED STATES COL-

ORED TROOPS, COMPANY C.

Mustered into service February «, 1864 Mustered out of service

September U, 1*1.1

PRIVATES

James Ashland, mustered out with company.
Simeon Banks, transferred to Twenty Third Regiment United States

Colored Troops
loan Clay, discharged In hospital

out of service with

COMPANY l».

Into service February M, 1H61.

Regiment

PRIVATE

George Bailey, mustered out with com

COMPANY
t and s.

with Regiment.

PRIVATES

Allen Bobson, mustered out with eomjwuiy

Bonrey Hldard. mustered out with company

COMPANY F.

Mustered into service April ir,. MM. Mustered Mil of service with Regl
ment.

PRIVATE

Franklin Treadwell.

COMPANY H.

to service In INM. Mustered out of service w ith

nos o>»m»*ioxri) nrptcca

Corporal William J Thompson, mustered out with company

PRIVATES

John Farley, mustered out with company
Alexander Johnson, mustered out with company
Cornelius Johnson, mustereil out with cotn|>any

William Jones, mustered out with company
James H. Quails, mustered out with company

FIRST REG I M EXT OHIO HEAVY ARTILLERY.

NON-COMMIKSloXErJ OPTK'ERS

Sergeant Major Alvln M Woolson, mustered Into service August A. lf*63;

mustered out of service July 2.V istw

Hospital Steward. Wesley J. Andrews, mustered Into service August &,

I out of serxii e July A, INt»

COM PA X Y M.

Captain Henry J Bl> . appointed Second Lieutenant June SM. IS<B; pro
motrd to Captain July !«. I**L mustered out with company

First Lieutenant James H Ainsley. enlisted as private June 80. 1WB.
apiMiinted First Lieutenant August 11. 1**4: mustereil out with com-
pany

First Lieutenant Nelson E. Prentice, enlisted June S4. lsfiS;

Second Lieutenant August IS, )siH; appointed First 1

temher S, IWS3; mustered out with company
Second Lieutenant James 0. Fish, enlisted June A, 1*1. promoted to

Second IJeutenant November tt, MM
Second Lieutenant Wallai-e K Brattnn enlisted June 1, 1

to Second Lieutenant January ;* '.

*>. veteran i

June «l. I«

First Sergeant John B Colby. enlisted Ju
mustered out with company

Quartermaster Sergeant William H. Hallenheck.

veteran volunteer: mustered out with company
Sergeant George W Mears. enlisted June -J*. 1*3. veteran volunteer:

mustered out wilh company
Sergeant Thomas W Hicks, enlisted July IS. )««.». veteran volunteer:

mustered out with com|iany
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Sergeant Rommu Shepherd, enlisted June 2S, IMS: mustered out with

comjiany
Sergeant Simeon Yetter, enlisted June 24, IMS: mustered out with cum

pany
Hrrgcaut John Matt, enlisted July «. IMS, veteran volunteer; mustered

out with company
Sergeant James Hutchinson, enlisted July 9. 1*53; mustered out with

Corporal Charles R Logan, enli«ted June as, 1*83; mustered out with

Cor£,raU*nlel Corveie, enlisted July I, IMS; muiieml out with com

Joaiah M. Dancer, enlisted July «. IMS: mustered out

June 24. 1963; mustered out with

4. 1PM; mustered out

20, IMS; mustered out with

t with

It with

Corporal Edwin Cowell.

pany.
Corporal Alfred O

with company
Corporal Richard Fowler,

company.
Corporal Henry M. Elwood. enlisted July IT. IMS:

company
Corporal C harles Streeter, enlisted July t). IMS;

company
Corporal Levi A Hultz. enlisted July 15, IMS; mustered out with com-

pany.

Corporal Silas McDougal. enlisted December 23, IMS; mustereil out

with company.
CorjK.ral John R Hale, enlisted July 22. IMS.

Artificer. Andrew Houk. enlisted July 23. 1M8.

Musician. Frederick Lesser, enlisted July 17. IMS

Musician. James Nobles, enlisted July S. 1M3
Wagoner, John J Tallman, enlisted July 6, IMS

William Aiusley, enlisted July 0. IMS
James Armaiage. enlisted July 22. 1M3.

Warren C. Breckenrldge. enlisted July 13, M
Charles BUderbach. enlisted July 23. IMS.

•rough, enlisted July 22, 1M3

. Jones, enlisted July IS. IMS;

Francis L .lupp, enlisted August IS, 1

• enlisted July A, IMS,

James Lemon, Jr . enlisted July 14,

Jay Littleton, enlisted June IT. IMS.

Andrew 11 Layman, enlisted July 14, IMS

Anthony Latere, enlisted July 15. IMS.

James F Lee. enlisted August 14. IMS.

Chanoey Lathrop, enlisted August IT, IMS.

Henry Murphy, enlisted June SU, IMS.

Charles B. Morris, enlisted July 13. IMS.

Alexander Motry. enlisted July 13, IMS.

Horace Mania, enlisted June 27. IMS.

Frank Moms, enlisted July ft, IMS.

Alfred J. Nichols, enlisted July », IMS.

John E. Nichols, enlisted July .1, IMS.

Nelson Olmsted, enlisted August 1», 1M3.

Horace Place, enlisted July I*. IMS.

(leorge E Pruden enlisted July IK, IMS

Samuel Payne, enlisted July 20, IMS
Jams D Rolf, enlisted June 9, IMS.

nlisted August IT. IMS.

Reed. enliste<l June 30. IM3.

i W. Rcsco. enlisted June SO, IMS

Fred W Rosco, enliste.1 June 90, IMS

Alaiha Scboliield. enlisted January-

*, 1MI.

Frank Stempson. enlisted August 1ft, IMS.

Adam Smith, enlisted July 23, IMS.

Samuel J Spangbouru. enlisleil July 22, [Mi

Henry Series, enlisted July IS. IMS

Zalman B. Slater, enlisted July IS. IMS.

Henry C. Bowen. enlisted July 22. IMS

Michael Benty, enlisted June 22. IMS.

Joseph t'oxley, enlisleil July 6, IMS; veteran volunteer,

Deliis C Chapman, enlisted June 2", IMS.

John Carney, enlisted July V, 1M3

John Cole, enlisted July 22, IMS; veteran volunteer

James < ole. enlisted July 22. IMS.

James Cartwriglit. enlisted May 25. 1M4.

Freeman Cables, enlisted August IT. IS

l H. Ders. enlisted June JX. IKd

Dewrlt. enlisted June 25. IMS

14

Hubbard E Dwelle. enlisted June 20 IMS.

Charles Dennison. enlisted July 11. IMS
Reuben O. Dlckerson. enlisted June 211. IMS.

Peter Epp. enlisleil June 25. IMS: veteran

Franklin Fry. enlisted July 14. 1M3.

Alpha B. Fally. enlisted June 27. IMS

John Gorham. enlisted July 14, IMS
Griffith, enlisted July I t, IMS

enlisted July «. IMS.

S. Gordon, enlisted June 25. 1MB.

L-nllstcd July IS, IMS.

N H*lnes. enlisted July 1). MM
George Holchkiss. enlisted July 4, IMS.

Lewis V Hackett. enlisted July «, IMS
John Hire, enlisted July I. IMS.

George Hess, enlisted July 14, IMS; TO
Francis M. Ha Key. enlisted July I". IMS;

Lewis Hutton. enlisted June 22. IMS.

William G. Henson. enlisted July ft, IMS.

John Henderson, enlisted August 12. IMS.

John R. Jewett, Jr.. enlisted June 22. IMS.

Frank Slible. enlisted July If. IMS

Sanfotd Selvey. enlisted July 4. IMS
Martin I. Shanks, enlisted July 21, IMS
Marlyn Sweatland, enlisted July 4, IMS
Jay C. Smith, enlisted July 14, IMS

Aaron Thewecter. enlisted July T. IMS
John Tomklna. enlisted July 4. IMS
Claudius V Turner, enlisted July 22. IMS.

Theodore B. Tucker, enlisted July «. IMS

William H. Wilson, enlisted July 11. IMS
Alexander Wiley, enlisted July 1. IMS.

William Ward, enlisted July 23. IMS
Allen White, enlisted July 1«. IMS
John Yetter. enlisted June 22, IMS
George C. Yowell, enlisted July 15, 1M3
George Yetter. enlisted June 28. IMS
Corporal David W. Oibbs. discharged June I. IMS.

Corporal Lafayette Billings, discharged June I, 1MI

Artificer. Chelon H. Young, discharged October 2S, IMI

Milton L. Andrews, discharged May 30, 1M5.

Samuel L. Armstrong, discharged March 5, 1M4.

Alfred F. Bly, discharged November. 1. 1M4.

William II. Blair, discharged June 90, IMS

George W. Colt, discharged June 20. IMS

James E. Heuron. discharged May 21. IMS.

James Harding, discharged June ST, IMS

William M. Know It. .n. discharged March 20. 1M4
George Ijunkinx. discharged June 20. 1M5
George B. Nlckle. discharged J-ine is. IMS

Henry o. Place, discharge! June 2B, IMS
Perry, discharge I May Is. IMS
Palmer, discharged May 20, IMS

Barnett Rowe, Jr . discharged June 20. 1M5
Teter Ryan, discharged November 21, 1M4

James Ryan, discharged May 2T, IMS
Edwin F Smith, discharged June 20. IMS
John N. Simmons, discharged June 20. IMS
Simeon Snyder, discharged May 21. IMS,

George H. Sharp, discharged May It. IMS
Thomas Tildon. discharged May IS. IMS

William H. Van Horn, discharged May 22. IMS
Isaac H. West, discharged June 20. 1M5
Lafayette Whittinger, discharged November 14. 11*3

Evans P. Williams, discharged November 14, IMS
Lucius A. West, discharged July 10. IMS.

rhilander S. Abbott, transferred to Company C
Hulbert L. Williams, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps.
Francis Taylor, transferred to Non -Commissioned Staff

Wesley J. Andrews, transferred to Non Commissioned Staff

I Ryan, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps
Williams, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps.

C. Wile,, transferred to Veteran

Alvin M. Woolson. tranaferred to N.

Corporal Charles Bailey, died at Covington,

Artificer. Jsnies Murflt. died at

Thomas (iermon, died at Knoxville. Tennessee, July M, 1804

Th.-mns Harding, died March IT. IM4
Christian Marsh, died February In, |S»>4

Malcom G, Nilcs. died July 21. 1M4.

Stillman S. Nichols, dleil August 5. 1M4

Miner Powell, died July 2K. 1M1

Janu s Peterson, died November IT, IMI
Henry A. Smith, died April T. IMI

Virgil Stevens, died May 7, IM4

Leslie E. Sparks, died June t, IM4
William Waterman, died April 4. ITii
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FIRST REGIMENT OHIO LIGHT ARTILLERY,
BATTERY H.

Mustered Into service October «, ISnl. This battery re enlisted and was
I out of service July «, 1«U. at Camp Cleveland

Sergeant Ellslia D Parker, discharged for disability diate not known)
Cor|>oral Silas H Judsou. promoted Sergeant : coninin mled the battery

as Second Lieutenant: assigned to Battel y F.

Artificer. William C Hodge, died December 7, I*: I

Jeremiah Armlt, veteran volunteer, mustered out with i

Joseph Rinehower, discharged Junr K>. l*i"i

David K. Bailey, died December 17. IM«l

John L. Barnes, veteran volunteer; mustered out with company
Jerome Boice, transferred to Battery K
James Baker, died in hospital at Nashville. Tennessee (No date.
William B Carey, died at Nashville. Tennessee. November ft. I*.S
John David, prumoted to Corporal March I. lssj; wounded at Chlcka-

mantra, died from same October 9, ism
John F.lllott, killed in battle of Stone River December II IHHS

Samuel Karl, veteran volunteer: promoted Corporal; I

company
James H Faah. veteran volunteer; promoted Corporal.

with company
Martin P Flndley discharged May I?, I*K.

unter. discharged March S4. imi
i Hart, discharged June l«. 1*13

Joshua R Krebs. veteran volunteer: I

John Lepper. veteran volunte

William Leary. transferred to Battery K
Charles H. Mlllis, discharged January*. l*»
Andrew J McLaughlin, discharged June Hi, l*K
Thomas C Potter, had both anus shot off in battle of Ch

October!*); diid October SI. 1*68

Emanuel Jl. Peet, wounded at t'l

tared out with company
A B Peet. died April 10, INK.

Alexander Stratton. discharged March SS, 1*M
John A. Shukers, promoted Corporal; mustered out with cumpanv
Adam Sprinkle, veteran volunteer: mi stered out » lib company
William H Singer, veteran volunteer; promoted Corporal: mustered

out with company.
Sherwood W Sbankland

Searts. veteran rolunicer; promoted Corp, ral; mustereil

mustered out
to Battery K. April 6, 1*MJacob Wolf.

Darnel White, vrteran

Frank M Yeckley. veteran

SECOND REGIMENT I NITElt STATU ARTILLERY.

Brevet Major Frank B Hamilton, graduated at West Point June II, MR,
as Set oud Lieutenant; breveted First Lieuienant In Thlnl United
Stales Artillery. September 17. IW2. for - gallantry and meritorious
service at the battle of Antietam. Maryland : appointed First Lleutco
ant June I, lttii; breveted Captain August an. I*m. "for gallantry at
the lattle of Gcttysburgh. Pennsylvania. July S, 1*113;" appointed
Captain in the Fourteenth Regiment luite.1 Slates Infantry March 15,
|s*i7; breveted Major ami now serving its Captain in the Second Reg.
iment United Stares Artillery, at Fort Ontario, i Niwego, New York.
This ..nicer is the second son of James Hamilton, at present and for

THIRD regiment nun. ioli' STEER cavalry.

M »' : 111 rt ce t>. i ii. jst
i , r ibree v. »i> Hu I rptrsV

tlon of which rhe Regiment re-enlisted. and was fhiallv mustered
out August I. t-s-i".

rt«u. AKnaTArr.

Colonel Lewi* Zahm, mustered September *7. 11*1;

ISM
Chaplain. Reverend E Y. Warner, must-red September «, I-«J1; re

signed August 1. 1-siS

Adjutant Lew is H Zahm. mustered September STT. MM: resigned De

PIRST BA1TALION

Major John H Foster, mustered September la. I*il; resigned February
It, 1**1

Adjutant William S Koater, mustered Decembers, imi: muatered out
aa supernumerary

Quartermaster I M-orgrC, Probert. mustered December », !*'>!; mustered
out as sii|«ernnm-rary, March MM, iswt

Sergeant Major.) Kansoii. Hall, promoted to Second Lieutenant Ma} .'I,

isi«. resigned March SI. l»Vi

Quartermaster Sergeant. Robert H Bliven

Commissar}- Sergeant, .lew N Squire*, mustered mil with company
Saddlery Sergeant, Andrew J Nugle
Veterinary Sergeant. Levi Cook.

Mm BATTALIOK

Major James W. Paramorr must-red Septemlier S7 isai. promoted
Colonel January 5. UaV; dismissed July. l**j

Quartermaster. William R Jackson, mustered November I. I*«l

moled lo I aptain November !. 1*1.

, James H Johnson
iC Grafton

i M. Burg, mustered ut espiration of

i

Artemas Richards.

UK of

Ohio.

THIB0 BATTALUoM

Quartermaster Sergeant, Frank Wilham
Commissary Sergeant, C. K Hlpkins
Hospital Stew ard. Horace B White.

Veterinary .Sergeant. James B Pag>-

This regiment re -enlisted January 1, l*)l The muster out r<

this date are not on file In the office of the Adjutant General of

thus rendering it impossible to give a perfect record oMhe enlisted men
prior to that date

COMPANY A.

Mustered September 4. ISM

coxuisAioxcii orrtcaas.

Captain Dewitt C Doane. resigned November IS, 1*>S

Captain William B. Dates, muster ...
I out with com|>any.

First Lieutenant Thomas D McClelland, promoted to Captain. Septem-
lier I. !«6I

Second Lieutenant Harrison Terry, promoted to Captain. February 14,

1WU; resigned July 5. ls«|

xose-oimiitasiosrn orricaaa

Quartermaster Sergeant George !

First Sergeant Jiimes Ransom Hail.
|

SI. I98S. resigned March SI, 1

Sergeant E-iwin Clark

Sergeant Fjlward S

Sergeant John W Ward
Sergeant Charles B
Corporal Jacob Ban man
Cor] .oral William E. Akers

Corisiral Anson F, Ritter. promoted to First S

Corporal Siberia Kels

Cor]>oral William McMaster
Con-oral .Mm T Woo-lford

Cor|M.ral Henry M M-acham.
Corjsiral Mnrtin V McCrtllif.

Bugler, Ralph N H Osborn
Bugler, Eugene A Osborn

Fanier, J.jel F Smith, discharged October .1. IH>U

Farrier, John B McFndden
Sadler. E-lwar.1 MoltOO.
Wagoner. George CarHaif

May

Chief Bugler, Willini.i Hlnmaii. pr..i.,..|e.l fr-tm I 'ornpativ II

Chief Bugler. Jerome R Graham, mu.ter.sl De<-emtM>r II. I«i|

Harrison I

Silas M MsWM
Ira I

Daily I

J.s-ph Ball

Homer W Brooks, discharge,! October 1. 1»W
John N Burch
Alfred C Broiightou

Hiram C Burch
William Conley, discharge.! Jmir SI. is.,".

Samuel C Currie, promoted Second t-i.-utenaut.

John Cai |e-iiter

David H < ri|.|»-n

William Crouse

Joseph l.olpb.

Henry Druge.

Silas Engle,
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i'urtui Frost, discharged October S, 180*

Norman T Foster

Stephen French, discharged October 3, 1*4.

Isaac W. Ford, discharged October I, 1*4

Henry Glenn.

Harrison Green, promoted Qnaryrtiuiter Serg<

Enoe Griss

Franklin Hart

H Hopkins, discharged October 1, HM

Michael Hughe*
Isaac Hunt
Lewis Johnson
Charles C Jewell, discharged October 3 1*1
Joseph S. Keeler.

George Lethcrcr

Samuel Lingo, promoted to Corporal

Boston Ladurf

John W Large, discharged Octobers, Ml
AUen McPhcrwjn. discharge October -1. 1*4
Levi Miller

John Monagban
Robert E Morton
Richard Meredith

Albert McMaater
George W. Nog»le
John 0. Oats.

John Parkason. discharged Octolwra. 1*1
Jay A Policy . discharged October 3. 18M

Horace Reynolrla •

Eira H Root, discharged October 8, 1*4
Theodore Kickey,discharge. I October \ 1*4.

George Smith
Isaac Sklllman

Joseph Seklnger.

Pitt Simons, promoted Commissary Sergeant
Jaaper Strong, died

Lewis B. T»oker
Thomaa TuUey
Marshall M. Turner
George X Vettder

John W WlUoug-hby
James Weldon.

George W Wright

10
A
IF Welch

10, 1*5

re-enlisted, and was Anally

August 4. 1

COMPANY B,

Septemlier 1, 1*1. Mustered i

commission id orriciM.

Leonard B Cliapin. resigned March ,\ UK
Lieutenant Elisha M Calver. promoted Captain June 10, KXW;

resigned September W. 1*1
Lieutenant Alouo H. Ennls, promoted First Lieutenant June 16,

out July a. 1HW.

"nm imnuum
Se.geant Martin E

iH. Pearl. promoted Caplain November 30, 1*1;
I out with coui|»any

: Judsou Wlllanl

I John Bartlett

lit Henry N. Porter

Corporal < iiarles P. Jo
Corporal Horace B Porter

Corporal George W. Burges-

Corporal John J. C'owles

Corporal Morgan J. Car|ienter

Bugler, Ransom Cottonwood.

Bugler, (ieorge B

Farrier. William D. Chaffer

Blacksmith, Ellhu Jenkins

out October 3. I*M

Cornelius Ell la. promoted Sergean

Hiram C, Reed.

Byron L. White.

i 'rrin Adams, promoted Corporal.

Samuel B. Bassett, promoted Scrgeant.

PhUlp Bangle, promoted First Sergeant

Theodore Barltcr, veteran volunte

Simeon blackman.

James Brooks.

Isaac Brown, mustered out on expiration of original enlistment.

Charles Brown
Henry Brown
Frank Buckley

George W. Cole, muslenrd out of service Octobers. 1*4.

Jerred Calvin.

ino date).

Benjsmln F. Drake.

Avery Edwards, veteran volunteer, mustered out with company.
William Eastman.

Franklin Fay. mustered out at expiration of original enlistment.

James W. Fay.

William Flsar

James Fairfax

Ell 8. Hardy.

Heman Hlcknk. veteran volunteer: mustered out with com|iany.

Jesse Holllster. veteran volunteer: mustered out with company.
Edwin Holllster. veteran volunteer: mustered out with company.
Ambrose Haws, promoted Seconed 1

ber .'. 1*4. to company H
Garrett Hawlry
William HayHe
Lewis I

Benjamin B

Flavins

Henry E Kress

John H. Lawrence
Mortimer Lawrence.
Henry C. 0 Lane.

David C. Upke.
Amos A Morris

Charles M Mc'lloan

James Malki

Almon Mason
Jeremiah Mason
Xorman Mason
Thomas McKlin

.

John O
iC.

mustered out October 3, 1*4,

Orlando Starr.

Hiram Sexton, promoted Sergeant; mustered out October 3,

Willard Spurrier, mustered out April SO. 1*5
Myron Sweet

Albert C. Smith

Conrad Shltlenburger.

Gamer Slimpson
John H Smith,

date

Henry H. Scot I

Edmond Tripp

Parmer Tracy.

David K Tyler

Edwin T> Tyler.

Kol*-« Welch, discharged in hospital (No date).

George 8 Wilson, died of gun-shot wound August Hi. 1*1
Peter Wets.

David C Fields, died from wounds July 4. 1*1
I tester Case

COMPANY I.

Mustered October N. 1*1 Mustered ..ut with

PRIVATES

William Cromptou. veteran volunteer; utustered out with

William ll. Foster, mustered out June IT, l*S,

Albert L Willmuis, noi ,.n muster out roll

from hospital (Xo
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f'OMI'AXY I>.

1H61

killed in

n. n ooa, promoted
February 33, IHfci

Captain June SO, 1

••1VATEH.

Edward W. Atisdcn. mustered nui September 10, ]

Robert Benfer. mustered wit September 10, 1WW

John Briuer.

Christopher Deleware

Philip EJiman, mustered out September 10. tttt

John H> llaod

Edward P Lehi

Edward Morse.

Abraham Moyer
Obed C Rusaei). discharged November ffl. lsftl

COMPANY K.

1. 1«1. Mustered out with

Thomas tirant.

Levi Hipoug
William B. Kerr, promoted First Sergeant : mustered out with compaay

COMPANY V.

Mustered December 11. IMil. Mustered out with regiment.

commissioned or r ICKTtH

Captain Oliver 0. Smith, honorably discharged, September 11, 186',l.

First IJeutmiant George C Roberta, promoted to Captain, September

11, 18rt3; resigned April IT. l**l

Second Lieutenant Ellhu Isbel. prcmoted Captain. August 12, IMS;

I out with i

promoted Sergeant. mustered out No-

died April IS

Quartermaster Sergeant Ji

First Serneat Thomas Nunan.
out a* A<)Jutant of regimei

Sergeant I- I«n Charles

Corporal Samuel S Hoyt.

Corporal George G. Holllday

veniher 4. INI
Corpora' Richard H. Reed.

Corporal Alfred Waaliburu

Corporal Dudley W, Post

Corporal AaherW. Coon
Corporal Albert Fox
First Bugler. James Hanley

Second Bugler. I, A Locher.

Richarda
bomasS

. Frank R*tger*

Karkdall Artiott

Jame* Aroott.

.lames H- Bailey.

r>avid Rcardslcy

Malou J. Bassett. prom, t.-d Second Lleutetiarit of CV mpany A;
volunteer: mustered out with o injury

Jacob BNhantoak.
Ijiwrencc Billy

Ira Crow
John Duxl-crry. mustered out November 4. IsM.

Llewellvn French
All.lu rarle>

L T» Fisher, muslerrd out January I, IH ,'.

Cliarles llnyne

Isaac P Haskln*.

Nich-las Houghton.

Aloander H-ugbton.

Edw.inl K Holliday

Jcht. Kins-

Hayl.urn Kinir

George K. dwell

llirnm Lynn, promoted Corporal, klllfd August JO, tHil.

MelrlnS Lynn, mustered out November 4, IHM

William P. Lee

Lyman O. Lloyd, mustered out November 23. 1864

Daniel Le Clear.

John Myers, mustered out November 4. MM,
Thomas

]

Albert P. Noble

Theodore L
Kdwtn S Prosser

Jobn Peacock
Samuel Rlgga

Martin Rowe
Lewis A. Rounds
William Sheldon

Richard Sheldon

Royal Slkes

William Setchel.

Abraham Sinfleld

(leorge F. Sherwood
I.. .ms Shreck

Byron Spencer
William 1

B Young, promot*«l to

Georgia. July IK. 1865

; drowned at

COMPANY O.

into service December II. 1881 Mustered out of

Regiment.

PRIVATES

.

out With

COMPANY I.

Mustered into service December 1*1, 1WI Mustered out of

Regiment.

Captain Henry II Gaylord, resigned May 3. InW

First Lieutenant Clark Center, honorably discharged January ill, IS63

Second Lieutenant William <e.o.|now, died May .10, 1WS

SON-COMMISSIONED OOTCERK

Sergeant James Merroe, promoted to Second Lieutenant April 8, 1865

Sergeant Daniel C. Lewis, promoted to First IJeutrnant and transferred

to Company M

.

Sergeant Chauncey B. Wheeler
Sergeant Robert H. Spauldlng. discharged October S. 1>*|

Corporal Thomas Hoffmire

Corporal James B. Page.

Corporal Roswell Bobbins

Corporal Albert Sweatlund.

Corporal AmosS. Waltermlre

< orporal Cyrus K. Livermore, discharged October n. 18(11

Corporal Thomas Saltziraber, discharged June 1KB

Flr»1 Bugler, Henry L. Bingliaiu.

Blacksmith. Jacob Howk.
Blacksmith. Adam M Rock, discharged October 8. 18B4

Saddler, Thomas D Slevensoti

Wagoner. Frederick F Drake, transferred to Company B. April IT, IWB

PRIVATES
Henry H. Allen

William F Allen

John YV Blackmail.

Lewis M Brfghtensllne

Solomon Baker
Charles B Benlmni, promoted <Juart.-rma-.tcr Sergeant; discharged in

hospital

Jame- l> Reuham. promoted Someant July 1. IMS: n tittrri d out with
com

|>any

Harmon I. Breneman, killed In action at Ken-saw MotnUaJtt, tirorgia,

June l.\ IHM
William Bolster, died March IN, WA
John S Banks, discharged May W. I«5
Fredc/lck Bloom
Heary Broa.lman

Seymour B C<w
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Frank Cobban, died February 4. tM
Napoleon B Downing
Adam Fetter.

Henry B Hay lord

William L. Goudnow.
("lark Outer.
Anson P Green.

Lewis Hemminger
Jacob Mammal

Vernon Kcllogg

ClOUIfsj Krelder.

Henry I.ilie

Wdham D Leak.

Pal lumber

, starved lo death in

( harlcs Mason-

James Mitchell.

James H . Mann
l>exter McMastcr
Christian Nagiann
Edwin Nlver. captured Nov IS.

Prison June 1». 1*W
Warren \V. Parsons.

Burr P Parka

Otto R. Rcftr*.
Henry Rogers, discharged October 3, 1M4.

David T Selance.

Charles A, .Sanders, discharged October 3, 1S54

• Sweatland
(Jay lnr.1 SaJtigahcr,

>vhe

com pany
out at Macon, Georgia, (no datcV

at Frog Springs September 80. 1*113; In

I out at M«c»n. Georgia, (no date*

mistered out with company
Christian Summers
Henry Thomas,
t'uron Thomas
Hyatt Travis, veteran volunteer : mustered out with company
Francella VanHorn
Wil»on VanHorn, veteran volunteer; mustered out with company
Joseph M Wjlcox, mustered out at Macon. Georgia, (no date).

George Watson, promoted to First Lieutenant arid transferred to com-
pany M

Richard Waggoner

Mustered Into

COMPANY K.

service December 11, 1KI1. Mu«tered out with regiment

First Lieutenant

April », INB:

E Llvermore, promoted to

out with regiment.

Sergeant B Waller Burr, discharged December .10, 11*64.

Sergeant John Maloney. discharged December 30. Itpi

Corjsiral Hiram Barnes.

Bugler. Henry Trott

Blacksmith. William «. Swart, discharge.! May »i. 1MB
.transferred to company M: veteran volun-

Wagoner. Charles Yanee. <liscbarge«l December 30. tw>4.

Howard Bowman.
Oeorge Cummings
IVter M. Chllson

James Dniery.

Benjamin Grow
I OOWttM.

Robert O Kennedy, promoted CorpoiaL veteran volunteer, mustered
out with company

John Kelley.

James Morrison

James McCormlck. promoted Corporal; veteran volunteer, mustered
out with company

Jonathan R. Reed.
John Reynolds.

William K.«m-

14 »

Francis Shares

Jacob Trott.

John Toomy
Cornelius Yandenburgh, discharged December 80, P»>4

Lewis Wright, discharged December 30. 1WH

I W Wilson

James Wlldon

George Leitherer.

Robert E. Morion, promoted Corporal December 91. 1*1. veteral

COMPANY L.

Mustered into and out of service with

XoS-croMMl.-wloNKD OPFU JCKs.

Sergeaut John T Woodford, transferred to Company A September IK

1*4.

Corporal Michael 1

l-HIVATKS

Exra (iuinn

May 18, »B

E Tbvtcher. veteran volunteer;

John W. Wllloughby.

COMPANY M.

Musteied with the

Farrier. Andrew Maxwell

Daniel dinger, promoted Corporal: muster.il

at home in Ohio.

out October 19.

James Maxwell.

Francis Ora.

Samuel Simons.

JohnB. Viele

FIFTH REG I M EXT OHIO VOLUNTEER CAVALRY.
COMPANY K.

Into service November II. 1861. Mustered out yf

toberW. l«si\ at Charlotte. North Carolina

SOX-OOMJIISSIOSED OFFICER.

Oc-

unterr Cavalry.

George W. Dlmlck. transferred to Third Ohio Vol

Franklin Palladay

SIXTII REGIMENT OHIO VOLl XTEEK CAVAI.KY.

COMHAXT L.

Mustered Into service In October, November and December. ]s*0]

t of servh-e August J, IHM at Petersburg,

Kos-coaniasioxEii officers

Sergeant Isaac W Kirk, promoted to First

rounded April % 1965.

Sergeant Jacob B. Templln. promoted to Second Lieutenant October 16,

|XB4

Corpora] Willbun P Cox. transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps. Janu
ary I, lf*5.

Corporal Madison Ti all. discharged October JO, iwtf.

Cor|toral David A Mus»er, discharged October 30, lHO'i.

Farriei, Nelson R Guniler. discharged November 4. 1MH.

Farrier. Johti G. Carson, promoted to (junrtermaster Sergeant i ictobrr

I. MM

Bazll Brooks, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps. March 31, 1W4.
Jeremiah COller. discharged November I. 1-M
Daniel Crtst. died Sept< nilcr *. IWW
David B Cox. discharged for disability August
David Elliott, promoted to Corporal; veteran volunieer; mustered out

with company

.

Thomas E French, promoted to Commissary Scrgr/mt. February 10,

1*"6.\ veteran volunteer: mustered out with company
Henry J HeisW. veteran volunteer; mustered out v

Thomas p Hillmau. discharged August 17. ls»W
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.lames A. Hughe*, veteran volunteer; mustered out with company; pro
noted to Corporal.

Jeremiah Hlleman. veteran volunteer; mustered out in hospital

David Harmao. irsnaferrtxl to Veteran Reserve Corp*. May IS. IWH.

Jacob Ipea, promoted Corporal; veteran volunteer; discharged June
10 PWS, !>>' reason of wounds.

James P. Jenkins, discharged June J8. IMI&

Oeorge K. Mead, discharged November 4, jwn

Harmon Miliard, discharged August IS. ISM.

George Minard. veteran volunteer; mustered out with company
William D. Oswald, dlsctiarged December 11. ISOl

John Pyle. died August 16. 1*12

John 8. Regal, discharged Februarj" IM
John Ripley, discharged June 7, lfwhi

John White, discharged February M, MM

NINTH REGIMENT Oil 10 V01.1NTRBR CAVALRY,
COMPANY II.

Mustered into service October 30. 1W8. Mustered out of service July *),

1*». at Lexington. North Carolina

Clark E Caligan, veteran volunteer: mustered out with company
William H. Hurlburt. mustered out with company,
flregory K Wlnegardner. discharged from h.wpltal

COMPANY I.

Mustered into service December 4. 1*11 Mustered out of service July
4 i, 1865. at Islington. North Carolina

Harrison Ames, promoted First Sergeant; veteran volunteer: mustered
out with compauy

William A. BlauUou discharged May 25, 1*15

Joseph Jopp, promoted Cor|K>ral: raptured July 16. 1*>I

Julius Shruch, discharged In hospital ; veteran

TKNTH REGIMENT OHIO VOI.l NTKKR CAVALRY,
COMPANY D.

Mustered into service March S. 1*H Mustered out of service July *.
18K5, at Lexington. Koflh Carolina

ratvATC*

John Battey. died August 1". lrWt

MarUn Golden, paroled prisoner at AntMpolla. Maryland
Henry Hewitt, prisoner; surrendered January 3, 1*15

William Nash, promoted Corporal; mustered out with company.
Benjamin E. Parker, discharged from ho»|«tal, (no ilate)

William E. Ring, transferred to Veteran Reserve Corps. April SB. 1HH4.

William f. Hiegllng, bugler; transferred to Company E
George Blackford, killed September 10, 1*W
Cook Smith, paroled prisoner when company was mustered out

Frank Smith, promoted Sergeant ; mustered out with company.

Digitized by Google



Digitized by Google



Digitized by Google



HISTORY
OF

Towns and Villages in Huron County.

NORWALK.

ORIGIN' OF THF. NAME.

In 16-H», the Indian title to the land upon which

Norwalk, Connecticut, now stands, was purchased of

the natives in two tracts.

The hounds of the east tract purchased hy Roger

Ludlow, as descril>ed in the ancient records, were

"From Norwalk river to Sawhatuc (Saugutuck)

river, from sea, Indian one day walk into the coun-

try." For this tract the following articles were

given, to wit: Eight fathum wampum, six coats, ten

hatchets, ten hoes, ten knives, ten scizers, ten juse-

harps, ten fathom tobacco, three kettles, three hands-

ahout, ten looking-glasses.

The tract on the west side of the river, sold to one

Captain Patrick, is described as follows: "From Nor-

walk river to Five Mile river, from sea, Indian one

dav in country." For this the following articles

were given: '* ten fathom wampum, three hatchets,

three hoes, when ship comes; six glasses, twelve

tobacco pipes, three knives, ten drillers, ten needles."

The northern bounds of the lands purchased were

to be from the sea one day's north walk into the

country, hence the name Norwalk.

The above explanation of the origin of the name

is, in substance, given in Barber's Hutorictd ('olhc-

tion», Hall's Historical Records of Xorwalk; and

Lossing's Pictorial Field Book of the Recolvtion,

and. perhaps, should be accepted as conclusive; but

it has always been a query with the writer, what the

name of " Norwalk river" was at the time of the pur-

chase? If it was then Norwalk river, the Mine Nor-

walk could not have been derived from terms used in

describing that purchase; if it bore some other name,

it would apj>ear singular that the "ancient records"

should describe the boundaries a- beginning " From

Norwalk river."

THE TOWNSHIf N V M EH.

On the 9th day of November, 1X08, Philip B.

Bradley, of Hidgetield: Taylor Sherman, of Nor-

|

walk; Isaac Mills, of New Haven; William Eldridgc,

of New London; Jabez Fitch, of Greenwich: Ebenezer

Jessup, Jr.. of Fairfield; (Juy Richards, of New
London; Ebenezer Avery, Jr., of Groton, all of the

State of Connecticut, met as the Board of Directors

of " The proprietors of the half million acres of land

lying south of Lake Erie, called the Sufferers' Land,"
at the court house, in New Haven, Connecticut,

and among other business transacted that day. passed

a resolution naming all the townships in the "Fire

Lands;" iu and by that resolution, township num-
ber four in the twenty-second rauge was named Nor-

walk.

Taylor .Sherman wag the only member of that

board from Norwalk, Connecticut, and probably stood

sponsor at the christening. He was the grandfather

of Gen. W. T. Sherman who led that magnificent

column of American veteraus ou its memorable march
from "Atlanta to the sea," and of John Sherman,

secretary of the treasury, who, to-day, stands before

the nations, as first of financiers.

ORIOIN OF LAND TITLES.

July 11, /M? Norwalk, Connecticut, was burned

by the British and tories under Governor Tryon. A
committee of the general assembly estimated the

I

losses by the inhabitants at one hundred and sixteen

thousand two hundred and thirty-eight dollars and

sixty-six cents. Hulf a million acres of land in

"New Connecticut" was appropriated for the benefit

of those sufferers, and tho-eof other towns which had

suffered a like calamity.

The left hand column iu the following table shows

the name and amount of losses, in pounds, shillings

and pence, of each Norwalk sufferer. The right hand

column shows the names of the |>ersons, to whom
their claims were paid in land. For a more full and

particular account of the classification atid payment

of those claims, sec the general county history.

(tn>
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NOUHAI.K, TOWN NUMBER FOLK, IN THE TWENTV-
SEi OND RANUE.

1 ias.»jFiCiTio>i No I, Skction 1

1
Hannah H.-.k-.-r ill
.Inint-H Fitch SIS
Haynes Fitch, two

Jacob Jennings -f2

Edward UVntwrth ni

Ebenezer « hitney 10**

Itenj Belts. Jr 8
Michael Moichnuw

Jr. ;

Michael M>>ri-hoii»e 4
Andrew Miireuouse 1

Elizabeth Onvl-.rd 5

Samuel Bunal 30
Nehemiah St. John Ml
Samuel Comttock 4
Eiilirnlin Stewart "i

Tmuldcti* k>ler 3
Klliabeth Dunning '•'

Sllns Hi rko. I. 3
Nathan Hlckock S
Nathaniel Street 33
Jease Burchard 7
John Benedict ITS

David Jnckton M
8amiiel Keeler 30
Benjamin Peck 23
James Brown 15

Anna Reynolds *J
John Dosey 11

Deborah Dickinson 17
Minn Dickinson's
heirs XV

N'MfK Dickinson's
heirs M

Hannah Dickinson 3.3

Piatt Townaend I
Daniel Thatcher's
lHlr» 21ft

s. A M a. l>

13 9 Haynes Fitch tt 1

1

9

0 ft 219 9 I

11 a M " -•< II •

.3 • Jacob Jent Ings *j
"i •

13 4 Stephen W KMl W 13 4

ia 0 Hani 1 Middlebrook 14 2 "H
10 S 10

7 4 7 7 4

3 »•
1 3

IS H
1 HI

8 •

t 8
ft1H 0 • » 30 1*

»> Hiill I 1

i4
II

•• • I
ft

4 4
•

4
10 8 *i 10

1 4 ? 1 4
IS « 12 >i

ft I •» 8
1* • I 13 1J «

1 - r i*
li • M ITS 10 i
4 S • • V, 9 5
14 M 14

HI l« »
5 15 5 5*a 9 j

4 Sani'l Mlddlebnsik 11 1

1 6 Deborah Dl (!kinson 17 «

1« w Sarah Dick lug u v. II

M 10 Deborah Dlckinson 173 4
IV 0 Hannah Dtckin»on * 23 10

17 EIiia Lillll. -Idee i 17

Daniel Thillefier*
17 heln* 143 10

is : S 1"

Loci;wood

Clowleym Hyatt

t'LAHairiCATK.K No. 2,

No. 1, i%344 V

i

I-

01

Uershorti Hyatt 3*
Simeon Raymond 442
Thomas Uene.Hct 779

John Kich • -

1*

17
14

ft

7

1 10

Stephen I.oekwood is

ITS

I
1 •' 3

3a

3ht Thomas t'omstock 442
Thomas Benedict 3M2

John Rich's heirs 71

i;

l

n
ii*

Footing of Classification No 2. £1.344 7

L'LaaainCaTfOM No. 3, Scci'lOH 3

1 •

Cnpt l "i.»h Starr I I ft 0
Joshua start- 1 IK

Josmh Starr 'i I »

K/ra si air
Kuril Starr 1414 II 4

Dr John W.shI 2«2 1ft II

Kirn Starr 1.214 11 i

John M.l.an UA I

tfUMHrWMKM No 4. SeiTIos 4

,lo«,b Starr 13
4

..
,,

" 4<10

Comfort s Myeatt V»>
lli» helm '.irt

Km Taylor in r(«hr
of viile 1H4

I
Hi

8
4

0
M

0
7

f*

t a. rf a «. rf.

Nathan Jarvi» .•79 7 I Stephe 1 Lia-kWOod iflfl i« .1

Darnel Hanfur-l s
Two lo**ea 3*3 Hi i

• 3i3 itt 1

Gold Hoyt iiir> ! i Comstoct ISA

Jaiiien Hoyt'H heirw #i 9 • 1 • • 90 9
Thomai Benedict 77!i I 10 Thomaa !*• i •-1 1- t III

Matiliew Keeler 1« 10 IsHrtc Ket* l«*r 39 ;

'

9
.lr>*c ll.-n-dlct 144 n Ji-KiM' IWnvdict 114 ft

Matthew Keeler I'll H 10 Jixuilh 39 H i

-Ionian Marvin I.Vt HI 1 r* 10 1

Ohediah Sntcat 3 ' 3 a
Ri'hecca Sniith s .' * •
Isaac WariiiK 3 Hi

:
3 i

James Hitchcock 19 X 4 i 1"

Thouaa Have, IS 0 *•
13 14 »

DelH.rah Ricket a 0 M M • 1

Samuel Kit. liam i i 6 M * ! 4
Joshua H- tceri 14 tft 1

> M
1

Mar* Averv 11 9 • M 10 10

lag of n >o 3. OMt 7 0

Ko itinc of Clas>illcation No I. M.344 7

0RHAN1ZATIUN.

8
*

»

At tht* coiiuiieiicoiiM'tit of tin- your 1K1?, Nmualk
formed |>nrt of the territory of tbv then pxtetieive

township of Huron.

Earlv in that year, » petition for a separate

organization was drawn up ami *igue<J by a number
of citizens, hut how many, or whom, cannot now be

ascertained, t lie writer having made a diligent search

for the original paper, among the public files, without

uoceass.

In pursuance of that petition, at a meeting of the

Commissioners of Huron county held on on the 18th

day of February, 1H1T, the following order was made:

On the petition of David Olbbsand other* we set oft tbe townshipa

id rarure of townships in Huron county) from Ihe township of

to he ornanlied into a separate town-hip by the name of Nor.

By onler of the Commissioner!.,

Attest: Fmcdcrick F*u.t. P 7.

Frederick Fallv, Ebenezer Merry and Bildad

Adams were then the county commissioners, and

Frederick Fully was acting as clerk for the commis-

sioners "'P. T." {pro ft hi.)

The two townships remained in that state of or-

ganization until on the Hth of March, 18**ii». when at

a meeting of the county commissioners,—present.

Joseph Strong and Lyman Farwell,— it was

OiTiem/. That towns numbers one and two. In the

i« same is hereby nnnes-d to the township of

Ami that state of organization continued until at

a meeting of the commissioners of Huron county,

held on the 4th day of March, lHti: present. Eli S.

Baruuni, liobert S. Southgate and Amos Woodward,

coinniissioiiers, it was

Orffrrr'f, Tliat township BUiiitier one, in the twenty-second rati|rt*

(called Ripley , be and same is hereby annexed to township number
one. In the twenty-third rantce (called New Haven-, fo township pur-

poses.

Onterttl, On the petition of Edward L. Cole and others, that township*

numbers two and three, in the twenty second range ithe first Bronson,

the second Fairfield. I be organmed with township privileges, and that

the same lie known by the name of Bmu»on And notice of i

meeting on the first Monday of April next, given according to law.

VUrk itml .4i«tfifor. Huron County.

Of the townships here named in |wren thesis, the

first should have been Fairfield, and the second, Hrou-

K>n, but the record stands as cited.

Thus it will be seen that. from February IS, 1817,

to March 8, lj*ii>, Norwalk embraced a territory five

miles wide and ten miles long, and from March 8,

ls-,»o to March 4, l&i'i, its territory was five miles

wide ami twenty miles long; forming an election pre-

cinct which polled sixty-two votes at the first elec-

tion, as appears by the certificate attached to the tally

sheet of that election, now on file in the county

clerk's office, w hich is a* follow-:

At a regular election of the electors In the township "f Nurwalk, at
the hou f Daniel Tilden. in sail Normralk, on the third day of April.

tUt, for two Justices of the peace:

We do here .y certify, that Kno, Gilbert had sixty on- votes: Samuel
B Lewis, forty -fife; Luke Keeler. one: Abljah t'omstock. seven: Asher
Cole. one. and J.s.ep'1 Pierce, three, for tbe omces of justices of the

peace . Putt IlkscoicT,

Atte-t Wll OARDMR. tunULIT W. lUt,

ESI- (.ItUMUtT. Hi 'HUNT S. S. I TIIOiTR.

Cirri*. yiofue. of Etrcti.jn.

At an elect ion fur sheriff on l>eccml»er U, I s.'o, (at

which Enos (tilln'ri, of Norwalk, was elected)

seventy-two votes were (Hilled.
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At an election for justice on the -.M day of April,

18<1, (at which Timothy Taylor was elected) seventy-

nix votes were polled.

At the election for county officers. October '.», 1821,

ninety-two votes were {Hilled.

At the State election in 1877, the same territory

{Hilled for governor: Fairfield, 3u3; Branson,

Ripley, Hi; Norwalk, 1,344. Total, 2,084.

After Ripley, Fairfield and Bronson were detached

from Norwalk, and at the State election of October s.

1821, only fifty-one votes were {tolled in Norwalk.

PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX FOR 1815.
(Abstract showing Norwalk. I

Duplicate of taxes laid In Huron county fur the year by the

county commission* of Mid county.

Eli 8 Barnutu. Caleb Palmer and Charles Parker, Commlssionen
Tax bill for the county of Huron In the year IMS:

HI «0*.

Dillingham John
Reed Hanson
Wllaon. .lame*.

Total for Norwalk

S3".. Omstock, AWJab % 50
HO Lewla. Samuel B »

.. m Newcomb. Benjamin 140

•MO Total for Wheatsborough
880 Total for moo
— — Huron. MOO
f*m Vermillion a4«>

The townships of Wheatsborough, Huron and

Vermillion appear to have constituted the whole

county, for |iur{ioses of taxation, at that time.

This duplicate was probably made out in the early

part of the year l s l
r
'- I» August, of that year,

there was an entirely different arrangement of town-

ship lines established, us appears by the following

extract from Volume I, page 1, of the Commissioners"

Journal of Huron county:

Comrnln.lui,ers' office, at county seat. August I. ISIS. First meet
log held at David Abbott. E*.|.

Caleb Palmer. Charles Parker and Ell S Barnuin. Commissioners.

Ichnbod Marshall. Clerk, appointed >/ro tan, Ahijab Comstock.

;are set off. vix:

i. Wayne's Reserve, at Lower Sainlusky. to be known by the name
of Lower Sandusky.

S. Vermillion—comprising the following tract, vix: The whole of

•be twentieth range of the Connecticut Western Reserve, together w | tfl

all the tract of country belonging to the county of Huron, east of said

twentieth range.

3. Greenfield—comprising townships numbers two anil three, in the

twenty first, twenty-second, twenty third and twenty fmiith ranges of

the Connecticut Western Reserve.

4 New Haven—comprising number one In the twenty first, twenty-

second, twenty third and twenty fourth ranges.
• ••*•••»••

By ordrr of the ( 'omml«*ioiiers.

Ichaboo Marshall, Commissioners- Clerk, pro fern.

PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX FOR 181'.'.

(Extract showing Norwalk.)

County tax assessed on th« residents of Huron county for the

>ear IS19:

.VonnriU 7<>K-n*Alf>

Abbot, Ktra

•Ammcrman. Simeon
Benedict Piatt . ...

//oi»rf Cuff/.. //.,»«.„

Cole. Levi

Corn.loek. Abijah

•C lark. U-M
•C lark. Jabex
•Cole TlavM

450 a
» MO

--' 1 1 40

i tu

1 SI

i in

t 9 1 50

* A 1 40

1 10

1 4 TO

4 a

Total for Huron County, ?!!«!.40

.W>r,irt- Toiruthi,,.

•Claik. Halsey

*Omwfanl, Joseph
Cole, Thomas. ...

•Denitng, Jabej

Foray the, Frederick

Fay. Lucius

(Jlbba. David

(iibhs, Samuel It

Gilbert Euos
•Cluthn. Eben .. .

•Herrlck. Elm
•Herrick. Eira Jr
•Himkins. John
•Hagerman, Thomas
Houk. Henry
•Herrick. Lott

Isham. Epaphroditus

laham. Seldon . .

Inman. Malvara

•Kellogg. Martin

*Lockwood. '

Lockwond, Henry
Laylin. John
Laylin. Charles

Lewis. Samuel B
Mar.hall.Ichabod

Mason, Cornelius

Myre«, Aitam

Odway. Nehemlah.
•Plxley Reuben
Powers, Abraham . .

•Ruodle. Abijah

Reed, Hanson
•Reynolds. JobT
•Sutllff. Nathan
•Southgaie. Robert 8
•Sypher. Peter

Strong Silas (»

Tice. Peter

Tlee,v Forsythe

•Tanner, Nathan
tCnderhill. Jasper
Wheeler. Edward
Wells, Kjekiel

•Welch. John
White. John
Wilson. James
Todd. Manning S

David 1'iiderhlll. Ivvl Cole, Piatt Benedict,

Peter Tlce. Frederick Forsythe and
Daniel Tllilen. own all the town of Nor-

walk. assessed at $1,400

Total for Norwalk
Total amount of the lax

NOT*. -Total i

•Lived In 1

•Lived In Milan

:i.ived inRi.Igelleld ..

Resiilenta of Norwalk.

1

1

•i

t

1

I

to Norwalk

1

4

4

*

I

a

4

I

1

S

1

4

*

I

4

A

I

4

174

30

I 15

10

I 10

50

80

10

SO

TO

TO

1ft

TO

»
10

70

80

TO

»
TO

TO

80
30

so

TO

10

80

HO

*43 10

SL41T T5

111

1

1— tt

To HAIJ.tT i hi.: i i

the residents of Huro
inlH.sioners of Huron
proceed to collect the

of Huron county as the law directs

By order of

-."ir.—The taxes herein contained, assessed on
county for the year 1»1S: you are by the Coin-

ounty, authorlxed to <iolleet, you will, therefore,

aid taxes, and pay the amount to the Treasurer

ners,

Aiuiott. Cl- ri

PEBSOXAL PROPERTY TAX FOR 1820.

(Extract showing Norwalk.)

List ok Taxable Property is Norwalk Towssnie

Pntjtrirtorn' .Vnmrs, Itorttt Cttlth

•Ammeniiiin. Simeon. I 5

Bronkt-r. John I ]

Brunson. Hi"s<-« i

Bangs James •„<

Bei,t..n William I

Bak.T. Timothy 4 t
•Beckwith. William 3

t

fit su

TO

30

JO

•111

no

IB
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PngnMan' Home*. Hortn. Cnltle

" li 1.80

I 1 M
| 10

30

1 3 00

4 w
1 4 ro

40
;

40

•Out, Jahsa* i 30

an

10

40

i 30

i , t"

i i

i

SO

1 60

10

•Dm Fliphiilet i 40

5

1

SO

10

IS 1.80

30

30

SO

40

10

10

30

SO

Gallup, Hallctt, 30

1 30

GIMi*. David 8 4 1.00

SO

I N 1 10

10

2 i SI

I 10

1 .41

1 10

! | TO

80

| *>

30

10

70

M
30

•K^ll..ii(r. Martlu SO

8 6 1 80 i

m
1 7 l.oo

40

| 30

1 1 no

t | 10

10

| t

1 l 10

| | 40

10

1 10

so

1 4 70

5 90

10

Reed. Hanson 1 5 *>

SO
j

I
-

1.00
]

1 * SO '

| 4 70

1 10

1 ti DO

3 30

1 :»l

1 SO

1 10

so

30

.0
J

70

40
!

«0

40

H

rroprirtnn Annies. Horn*. Calltr.

WsosyllnsissO l io

Ordway, Nehemlah 1 10

~M 44 50

Amount ol Town Plat . .. 17.68

»W M
TOWS 1*1.AT OK SOU WALK.

PROPRIETOR*' SAVES TuJ
Benedict. Plait 5 7S4
Benton. William 3ft

Bang**. James -Vi

Bang*. Theodore 30

tButman, Jiilui S M
Cole Levi 4 SO

Finney ErAsliui 1 8ft

Far. John I.OS*
Foraythe Frederick « SS

Gallup. William 1 SO

Henry. Samuel *'

Lone, ttmmmt I »
Mason. Cornelia 8 00

Tlee, Peter S.75

Tildcn. Daniel » 00

tt'nderhllL David 8 7S

Williams, Jame» I 83

Whittlesey and Benedict « «
*7Ton

Total amount of pane footings of this duplicate S1.I4S 1

1

To David W Hinmax, .

Sir:—The count}' le\ ies lierein contained, assessed on the Inhabitant!!

of Huron County, for the year you are. by the Commlasioner* of

Huron county, authorized to collect, you will therefore proceed to col-

lect the same and pay to the Treasurer of Huron eouuty as the law

direct* By order of the Commissi* net*

For LtViK Farwell, Cirri;,

lCHABOD Ma f- SHALL

HCWS Total names on thla duplicate, including lot uwuer*. 101

•Lived In Bronson. thru attached to Norwalk , 38

•Lit ed in Milan 1

tLived in KhlKelleid !-»

Residents of Norwalk M

PERSONAL PROPERTY, ET< .—TAX FOR IS'ii.

< Extract showing Norwalk-)

Duplicate of the county lax levied on the persoual and town properly

of Huron county for the year 1-*!

ftlMlt Ht.iT* Cat fir Tns
Arnold. Alfn-l. I So U
Bangs. Theodore S . lot flu, IW0, 30c: 1941. «1.«5; 1»»,

7Sc

..

. .8.30

Butman. Jno. 8., lot 41c; Mft. ?>H,c: l*«.37Kc; . . . . 1 .50

BoalL Et*n SO

Bouk-e. John I 1 40

Baker. Timothy. 1 house $*W

3

It 4.00

Benedict. Piatt. 1 house MOO, half No. 1 8 6 3 8ft

lot 14, 1-81. Klv: 1*88. Sue 1.374
lot IS. I«!l. S4 40: 1*88, 50c 4 W
lot 19. W8I. ««V: 1«48. Sue I.HM
lot S3, IM.M»ft; 1*88. 50c. 1 14H

Benton. Wtllioni 1 . 10

Boalt, John

1

1 4"

Comstock. Abijali I 11 1 40

Cole. Asher. I house «8V>.

*

7 t.SS

Norwaik lots 4. II. 19, 31,87. 89 3.00

Cole. Asm. lot «.*»• « M
*• lot »». two. ii W: M*l, S0.M4: IS8B, soe 3.4*4

Drake, Benjamin F I 30

Drake. William, lot *. half I *•.»>. |l.e»4; 1881. I0.-H4;m tus « is

Dounce. John

..

1 10

Dillingham. John. 1 tiouae 18.50 18 3 45

Fomythe, Frederick, I house $8 V) I I |.4J

S lot !f. Wlaud 1*« S«7
Finny. Eraatua. I house -sou. 4 lot 81 |.«

Fay. Lucius I SO

Fay, J..bn. delini|Uent. I**'. I hou*. lot 16 1.634

aame same for 1*88 I 00

Gardner, William I 8 So

Gallup. Hallet. I .t M I 1434
Qitt**tt, Enos i 3 M
Gibus, Dai 1.1

1

4 70
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Xoriralk. Worse*. Cattle. Titx,

Oattup, wtuiam, lot <u. i*so, si, '28 .. |4 1»

t»hb». BmmmI r a so

Hurlhurt, Henry 1 10

Henry. Samuel lot 17. 1*40. V, "«} 3 3 15

Hoskins, Thomas

1

3 M
Huyck. Henry

3

1 1 00

lsham. Epapbrodlma I 10

1 1 40

.
Malvery 3 30

W. 75

Keeler.John

1

8 H
Keeler. Lake

1

1 M
Keeler. Lewis I BO

Latimer. Pickett. 1

Lockwood. Henry 4 »o

Laylln, Charles 3 80

Lane. Ebeneier, I house JSOO
1

3 1.50

Lewis, Samuel B I 19 *.30

Laylln. John

8

1 N
Merrymao. Enoch B I 3 50

Marshall. Ichabod 1 5 80

Ms 30 awl 37 SO

Mason. Cornelia, lot 34 I 1.00

Marvin. Zachariah. lot 33 W
<>dway. Nehemlah. delinquent of 1SSI ., 3 10

Pratt. John I 10

I'earee. Joseph, delinquent of 1*30 10

1 3 «0

, lot M. 131*
4 40

r.WI"t»

*

*«N
iota so

lots*. 8, 1"31, '33 3 73

lots 35, 38. 1W1. 33 3.9VH
Tilden. Daniel 3 80

half InU 13. 38. 1*30, 31. 33 3 77V,

Underbill, David, lots 23. W 1 .00

Underbill. Benedict 4 Cole, low J. 8, 10, 30 4.00

William*. James, lot lit, 1S30. 31, « I 3 4M
Wells, Exeklel 4 40

Wells. Roswell 1 10

Woodward. William 1 10

Wilson, James

1

4 70

White. John 4 40

Wheeler. Samuel 1 10

Wood, Andrew tt (W

Wheeler, Edward » x CO

Whittlesey. Elisbn, lots 38. 30. 40. 41, 43, 43. 44. 43. 54.

55. 50. 57, !». a and «3. 1 *3I and 1 S4J 14 45*4

lota 7 and 31, 1*31 and Ml 3 63

'. 77 jisi'ssh

Ai ditob a OrriCE, Hi rom Co., Auk 1, 1*33.

I, Moses Kimball, certify the foregi >lng to Ik- a correct duplicate of the

county tax for 1*S3. Mwtn Kimball. C. A.

Note.—The total tax for the county, Including; Browtibelm, Black River

and Elyria. is footed up Jl.85tt.38.

It will be remembered thut Xorwalk ami Bronson

were get off into a township by the name of Xorwalk on

February 1$, 1817, and that Bronson was set oft* from

Xorwalk on March 4, 1822. This, then, is the first

personal property tax duplicate for Xorwalk town-

ship proper, and shows a list of sixty-six taxable per-

sons: but Butman, Underbill ami Whittlesey were

not residents, leaving the actual resident tax payers

only sixty-three.

RESIDENT HEAL ESTATE TAX IS 1S15.

(Extract showing Norwalk"

Resident proprietor* ''"I <»*• 'n tt

ah< ga and Huron. State of Ohio.

r..r Ihecountirxof Cuy-

Prourletors'
Names.

11 I Is
5? U

Wood. Staodlsh ..am

I I

4i«3Hur<.nlr.
33 li do
33 4 1 do

Amount of
Taxes

Si
3 37

37

Total
Amount Due

$ els. mill* 3M ? els millaSOO

» 81 00
5 ;!7 5

5 3T 3

1 have compared this duplicate with the original, and find it correct.

UEORCiK Pease.

The charge for drawing off the within duplicate Is < ne dollar and

fifty cents. Received |«iyment of Charles Parker : GMBOa Pejihe.

•There is one name on Ibis duplicate for Portage < ninty. m il one for

Cuyahoga, with forty-seven other names for Huron county, the three

above given being all there are for Norwalk,

7 Charles Parker was one of the county commissioners In 1*15.

I William Frink was a resident of Rldgetlrld in 1*13 and 1*13. and of

Sherman In 1*30. and probably never resided in Norwalk

TAX IX
(Extract showing Norwalk*.

tnxtfor the year 1*18. in the Countv of Huron.
State of Ohio

Proprietors'
.Names.

3* s J£i i

Beaty, John . .

.

Bull.F.paphriis W
Comstock.Abilab .

Frink, William .

3*133 4
333 33 4 .

. . rrw . 33 4

.

iw«« 4

..SUB... 33 4

Amount or
Tax

f cts. mills

"run

—

Amount Due

I

1

4
SaNR 73

4 31

3 4S
50

$ cts.

II 5
4*
SO 5

37 75

Total ain't tax (with lest of county >. -l.UJ/C TV,

Commissioned Office. Huron County, oblo. June *. l*l«.

We hereby certify that the within ami foregoing Is a duplicate of the

State tax. for the County of Huron, for the year 1S18.

Freoehick Fally, i ,.„__ „,„, ..

Attest: EatNEWtR Merry, i
tomm,«./oiirr».

Frederick Kally. Cferfc.

There are in this duplicate one name from Portage county, two
names from Medina county, four names from Cuyahoga county, one

hundred and seven names from Huron couty,—four being from Nor-

walk. and Comstock the only actual resident

TAX IN 1817.

(Extract showing Norwalk i

proprietors' land tax, for the year 1*17. for Huion
Ohio.

Proprietors' Names.

Oolwell am
do

Bull, E|»aphruH W
Comstock. Abijah

Aaron.

• 111 g

of Tax

$ Cta

Cohmiskiokers' OrrtcE. Huron County. Ohio. April 3, IS17.

We herein- certify that the within and foregoing is a duplicate of the

State tax. for the county of Huron, for the year 1*17

Freoerice Fallt, i

Joan S KtEIlE, I

Coinuimion.ru.

I There are in this duplicate one name from Portage county, two
names from Medina county, two names from Cuyahoga county, one
hundred and twenty three names from Huron co-.inty.— seven I ring

from Norwalk.
* The»e figures are the total for the county The total for Norwalk is

IS&HM.

TAX IN 1 S18.

(Extract slmwing Norwalk >.

Resident proprietors land tax. for the year 1*1*. for Hurou rounty

ProprletoiH N

Trumliiil
Bealtv. J..hn . . .

do
I M.-.I k \ ti Hh
Fay. Aaron
Fnnk. William .

.

Hlbbs, t>avid
lyockwfK'd. Henrv
l*w i». Samuel «I., v. «. >

kc . a. ii

5= =

Wimm
... 33 14
3*1 3.' 4 1

SriM
n<n ... 33 i

Ml*... 33 1 1
3»> 3*033 13

111 ! ii

Amount
of Tax

S cta

IU77
3*1
iW
IS50
150

3 .714
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There are in this duplicate out- lumc fruui Portage ...unty. one name
from Medina county, iiw hundred and eighty eight names from Huron

but il is authentic, aud
offieeof Huron county

There Is no certificate attached to this

I>arl of the o.Hcial record in the

TAX IS 181!f.

(Extract showing Norwalk i

Tin- following Collector'* duplicate, for the tax of

the year 181S>. found iinioimg the papers of the late

Hiillet Gallup, is the earliest one that the most

thorough search has brought to light. None are on

rile in the Auditor's office.

Land tax of the residents of Hurou county, for 1*1'-'

Beat, John

Comstock, Abijah
Far. Aaron
Frfnk. William .

.

Olbbs, t>avld . .

Lockwood. Henry
Lewis, Samuel B

5 3 BT *

2S1« 4 I

H
in* .... <t
aoo ... a*

»«> a** -a
St
M

Ml

Hiiro

fwrO

Iteturned
R

Paid
eturord I'JV Ml

Paid
Ml K
•V
fi.lil'aldmvM
I Kl I'aid

5 m Returned

Total am i of tax (for «.,unty>. SI

John S Reed says, the tax against Cornelius Read was paid for last

year

To Hallrl 'iullui>:

You are, by the commissioners o' Huron county appointed isilleetor

of the foregoing taxes, of the resident!., on land in the county of Huron.

TOO are. therefore, hereby authorized to collect the same, and make
i the law directs

Bildad
BrnJAmx Adams, CUiL

TAX IN 1830.

(Extract ahowlng Norwalk i.

Non Resident

Burrtll. Jno. Ella-.

Burt is*. Samuel

Benedict. Tl taa
do

Resident
Propi ielor*.

Beatty, John

-

m
65
S13

S R T 8 J « ctg

Dlokerson,
Oickeraon.

Baker Timothy...
do
do

Benedict Piatt, i

for Salley and
Mars' Pettlt »

Boalt. Ebcn
Benedict. William
Comstock Abijah

Curtiss, Ira
le, |fj a Thomas

Crawford. Joseph
Cole. I^evi, heirs of

do
do

97
1*7
1«)

«WKVi.

tt 4 3
.... K t I

... Si I I

« 4 V
S03 « 4 :t

MlMl tt 4 * V. S04W

aa i

1 x\i
1 13»i

lasai}
83
*-«

1*o4*4

c

-•••ill

Fitch. Orant ...

Fitch. Zalmon

Dillingham. John.
Fay. Lucius

Frink, William t

.

Oibbs, SamueIR
Olbbs. David
Huvck. Henry
Inman. Melvery.
Jennings. Seth .

Heeler. Isaac. heirs. ,r

Lockuood, Stephen

do
do

Lewi-* Samuel 11

Loeksrood, Henry
IjMie. E
Meers. M.-cly . ...

MarMti, Zachariah

Tax in its.i-cosriM so.

Non 1

Proprietor*.
Resident

Proprietors 1 I

US
ITU

Mlildlebiook.Sainl i

heirx of |

Russ. l-aac
Riggs. Jonnhheir» of

Keed, Hamuli
Tovrii5eud, Jn.-ol,

. ftj

.. Hannah F (kl

Tice. Piter.
.->!i,

i"- m
::t.,i,,:

WHaotv, Jama* ... Hit,

RT S J •«

mit.

11!

7S44,

\1PMM
* I I is

» 4 1 I«lft

a 4 4 iKig

tt 4 4 »73

Whitlock. Thade
Whittlesey, Elm!
Wood, Stephen

hi-

«»4
. . m

Heeler. John .. 1*1
do SO

New comb, .lain*/ in

»4t<

ltll4
ISM
4WW

.43

Total for Norwalk «*17 MM

1 hereby certify that the al>o.e aud foregoing i* a correct duplicate of

the land tax in the county of Huron, for the year lSSfl.

Asa Sahford.
a mtitor of Huron Coh„ tt

"William Frink appears as a resident of

TAX III PLICATE FOR 1*7*.

Ihl«yi>ar

The present County Auditor, H. \V. Owen, Ks.j..

has kindly furnished the writer with u statement of

the several footings of valuations and taxes for the

township and corporation of Norwalk in tne vear

1HT8:

Township -total tax

State proportion ...

County proportion—
Township proportion

Corporation total

Total amount of tax

State proportion .

.

County proportion

Norwalk township

«?4\:*i mi

8.S34 fj

X.17I 4»

*.54j 70

4.117 40

S«.<W,7S3 no

sa.*i »
fi,«S4 *7

T.SK M
37,Hl>l 75

140

Total for township and corporation jttl.Uiltl *7

FIRST ELECTION.

Of the first election ever held within the limits of

the present township of Norwalk, Samuel H. Lewis

says (see Fire-hnnh Pioneer of Juue, 1858, page 33):

"IMiring the summer and autumn of 1*15. I built a

house on the farm I have so long dwelt upon, and in

that house, in the spring <>f 1816, was formed a toxvn-

ship organization, just after which was held, in my
house, the first Norwalk township election. I do not.

at this distant day, recollect all who were present at

that election, hut can only name, among others, pit-

sent: Judge Sotithgate, David (tilths, Ks«j., Henry

Lockwood, .lames Wilson, Hanson Heed, Abijah

Comstock, Ks<|., myself and some fifteen or twenty

others. Judge Sonthgate, Abijah Comstock, Esq.,

and Samuel B. Lewis. E«t(.. <mist ituted the board at

this election.

Martin Ki'Uogy. ^ys (see Firt-hnuh Pioneer of

March. 1659. page 41): "The first elect ioii iu Norwalk

township was held at the house of Hanson Reed in

April. 1*11. Norwalk and BrOBMUl were at this time

organized as an election district. There was no jus-

tice of the peace or other officer who could lawfully
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qualify the election board before entering upon kite

duties for which they were chosen.

"Abijah ComstocJ< had been justice uf the peace,

but his commission had expired previous to this elec-

tion. After the electors had met and the board was

formed, they had to send t<. Ridgefield for Esquire

Littletield to come and qualify the board."

"On the 6th of April, 1818. (Norwalk and Bronson

being together as mi election district,) R. S. South-

gate was elected justice of the juaee. Numlier of

votes at said election, twenty-two, of which Mr.

Southgate had twenty-one votes. On the S8tb of

May, he was qualiHcd by James Williams, Esq.,

county clerk. On the 13th of April, 1818, an elec-

tion was held at the house of Samuel B. Lewis, in

Norwalk township, (Bronson and Norwalk together.)

At this election fifty-six votes were given. S. B.

Lewis. I^ott Herrick and Martin Kellogg were judges,

and Reuben Pixley and Dr. Joseph Pearee were clerks

of election,"

"Norwalk and Bronson were together as an election

district from 1817 (the time of their firs! organiza-

tion) to 18:22. For a part of this time Fairfield was

included in the same organization, making an election

district live miles wide and fifteen miles long, the

same lieing called Norwalk: and while so together, all

the elections were held in the part called Norwalk

proper."

Mrs. Elizabeth Minn, formerly Reed, says (see

Fire-Unuh Pioneer of March, 1850, jmge 48): "The
first town meeting was held at our house, as near as

I can remember, in 1818. The officers I do not re-

memlier except Reuben Pixley. He was town clerk."

The foregoing statements are all in conflict with

each other, and leave the question as to date, in

doubt.

Mr. Lewis is undoubtedly mistaken in fixing the

date in 1810, for Norwalk was not set off from the

township of Huron until February 18, 1817.

Mr. Kellogg evidently speaks from memory in fix-

ing the date as April. 1817,' and dues not give the

names of any of the officers officiating at the election

he describes, nor the names of any of the officers

elected. He speaks by the record in his account of

the election of April 0. 1818. but puts them in a

little thick when he gives us another election on April

13, 1818, only seven days after that of the 6th. In

the number of votes and names of officers officiating,

lie exactly deem lies the election for governor and

other officers held on October 13, 1818. There is

no official record in anv of the eountv offices, from

which an inference could be drawn, that any election

was held on April 13th; so he is probably incorrect in

that statement.

He is, in part, correct in stating that part of the

time between 1817 and 182".'. Fairfield formed part

of the election district "culled Norwalk." From
February 18. 1817. to March 8. 1840, Bronson and
Norwalk were one organization named Norwalk; at

the latter date, Ripley and Fairfield were attac hed to

Norwalk. and the four townships constituted an elec-

tion district, five miles wide and twenty miles long,

from that time until March 4, 1822, when Bronson

and Fairfield were set off into an organization by the

name of Bronson. and Ripley was attached to New
Haven.

No poll book, nor certificate of election can be

found in any of the county offices, relating to an

;
election in Norwalk in 1817, but in volume one of

, the "Commissioners' Journal" of Huron county,

showing the disbursements by the County Treasurer

for 1817. appears the following entry:
VoL'CBER 838.

1-I7^luue t Tn Ahha.li C'om»tock, for making return* of

Ju*tiee elect. $1 00

Voucher -,'58, now on file in the Auditor's office,

reads as follows:

I hereby certify that Abijah Coinstock made return uf the election of

a Justice of the peaw for the township uf Xorwalk, and that by said

returns he was « judge of the election

May -J0. t«17. Davio Abbott, (Jlrrk Onmom rtnu.

In the probate judges office, at Norwalk. is a lit Lie

old record book containing a medley of official inemo-

|
randa of estmys, store, taveru and ferry licenses,

marriages, certificates of the organization of dif-

: ferent religious societies, aud official qualification of

I
justices of the peace: among which is the following:

June 1 1*17. David 01M* sworn Into ofnee of Justice of the peaeu

for Norwalk township, before me, David Abbott, JuMtic*.

The foregoing entries aud voucher fully corroborate

and establish the correctness of Mr. Kellogg's state-
1

ment, that the first election was held in 1817. and it

1 is undoubtedly true that April was the month, and

Hanson Reed's house the place, when and where it

occurred.

Hanson Reed's house was situated on the east side

of the road leading from near the water works to the

Fairfield road, and about thirty rods from the latter

I road.

No poll-book can be found of the election of April

6, 1818, but an official certificate of au abstrac t of

the votes east at that election is on file in the county

clerk's office, and is as follows:

Whcreas, By (toll-book transmitted to me, and opened in the pres-

ence of David Abbott and David W. Hintnaa, two justice* uf the peace
in and for the county of Huron, it appears that at au electiou In and for

the towimhipof Norwalk. on the Itch day of April, ISIS, the number of

votes amounted to twenty-two. and that R ibert S. Southgate had twenty-

one vote* and Samuel B Lewis one vote, consequently the *aid Robert

8 Southifnle was duly elected a Justice of the peace, in and for the

township of Norwalk. in the county aforesaid

We, the underlined, d . hereby certify that the above is a true

nlwtract of the above mentioned poll book opened by us

Dated this 13th day of April. I Ms David Abbott.

David W Hivbaw.

Jutticu of the Peaet,

In the Commissioners' Journal, account of disburse-

ments for the year 181S. appears the following entry

under date of May 27:

Voccitta :*ii>

To S B Lewi* for election return W cents.

Vouchor No. 3i;n, for that year, reads:

tttO hereby certify th it Samuel B Lewis made a return or ihe i»dl-

r>> >k of the election of a Justice of the peace, in and for the township
of Norwalk, whereby It appear* Hint Robert S Southgate was elected a

,
Ju*Uco. \Iax William*. C /•.. i.
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Thf foregoing certificates ami commissioners' entry

form the only official recognition of the election of

April 'J, lsifc, They fully corroborate Mr. Kellogg

as' to his statement of that election. It is probable

that Samuel B. Lewis, Lott Herrick and Martin Kel-

logg, were the judges, as stated by Mr. Kellogg, and

Reuben Pixie; one of the clerks, as stated by both

Mr. Kello^'-: ami Mrs. Minn.

The poll-book of the State election of October 13,

181S. (which Mr. Kellogg so exactly describes as hav-

ing been held April l'i.) is the first and oldest one

found on the files in the county clerk's office. This is

probably the election referred to by Mr. Lewis and
Mr. Kellogg as the one held at the house of the former.

The following is a copy:

POLL BOOK. Oi TOREK l.'J. IMS..

Pull Book of the flection held in the township of Norwalk. in the

. on the thirteenth day of October, in the year of our
I ami eighteen Martin Hello**, Sam-

uel B. Lewi., and Lol Herrick, Jmlges; mn.l Reuben Plxley and Joseph
Pearce. clerks of Chi* election, were severally sworn as the law direct*,

previous to t

No.

VoL
Samr* of Elector*

So

Vol A

.Vnw" »/ Eltrton

I Levi Cole. !» Peter Tier

i •Ebcn Guthrie. ;«)

3 Mulvery lmnan 81 Reuben 0 Pixley.

4 Ezra Abbott. M James \\ jlson.

1. Burwrll Whitlock. 33. •Letter Clark.

ft. •Stewart Southgale 34. •Nathan Sutliff

7. Asher Cole. Thomas Cole.

H. Edward Wb<-eler. Truman Rusco
9 Hanson Read. w. John White.

10. Joseph IVarce. Eben Boalt

It. John I-aylin ' Asa W Ruggle*.

a Charles Laylln 10 •Nathan Tanner
is. •William W Beckwlth ii Setb Jennings.

14 •Joseph Crawford. 41. David Cole

15. ".lob T Reynolds a Abraham Power*.
18 Carlton Hoskin* •Abijah RundeU.
IT Piatt Benedict 45 John Boalt.

IS •Lot Herrick N Jal*-/ Vewcmb
i» •Martin Kellogg 4T. Luke Keeler

w •Daniel Warren m. John Keeler

It. Lucius Fay 4» Henry Lock wood.
aa Samuel B. Lewis. 50. I-- UI- Keeler

S3. •Robert S Southgale. 51. •Daniel Clark.

!W •Jabez Demming 53. Setb Keeler.
Jasper I'mlerhill 53. •Halsey Clark

John Welch. 54 .James Mead
V •Keiibeu Plxley u Abijah Couistock.

m. David Inderhill. 58 Cliarle. Taylor.

It in hereby certified that the r of electors at thl

its to fifty six

Samiei. B Lewih
Attest Martin Kiuooo,

REI'MEN FlXLEV. Lorr Ilium, s,

JosErH I'F.ARCE.

C If l is

.holif-n of Elf lion

On the reverse side of the

foolscap paper Upon which

Hook" is written, an abstract and certificate of the

votes cast Kt thai election «re entered, us follow-:

half sheet of unruled

the foregoing •• Poll

KAMI " IT FEU-'NS VOTCIl F"'R, AMP Ki II WHAT > FF1- Fs. I HITIIMM. THE
SI MHER or VOTES FOR £Ai H PERSON.

GOVERNOR—
Tliomas Worlbiiigton, riumlM-r >f voles S
Ethan A Brown. num»s*r of votes 58

REPRESENTATIVES IX THE STATE LEO|sI_ATt RE—
Senate—John Campbell, munlier of votes 4V

Representative- Alfred Kell.-y. nuiiiber of votea 48

•Lived in Broiih-.li. tbeu part --f Norualk

Representative in Conoress—
Peter Hitchcock, number of votes ft

John Sloane, number of votea 40

Cocsty Commissioners—
Erastus Smith, number of votes 5

Bihlad Adams, number of votea 60

We hereby certify that Ethan A. Brown liad fifty three votea for Gov-

rorthioifton had two votes for Oovernor: John
forty nine votes for Senator in the State legislature;

Alfred Kelley had forty nine votes for Representative rn the State Legia
lature: John Sloane had forty-nine votes for Representative in Con
greas. run I Peter Hitchcock had six vc te. for representative in Congreas;
Bildad Adams ha.t fifty votes for County Commissioner, ai

i had five v«te« for County C ommissioner.

Itaim B. Lewis.

Martin ]

PlXLET. LOTT 1

Pearce. Jtrdoes of Election.

Clrrka.

POLL BOOK. APRIL 5, 1824.

Poll book of the election held In the township of Norwalk, in the

county of Huron, and State of Ohio, tbia fifth day of April, in the year
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred ami twentyTour. Piatt Bene
1 1 let. Eben Boalt and Aaher Cole. Judges; and John Tire and Abel
Tracy, clerks, were severally sworn, as the. law direct*, previous to

i Keeler.

John Tice.

Hallet Gallup

Lucius Fay
Erastus Fenney
Richard Huyk
John G Taylor.

Abimel Dodge.
Thomas Buchannan
John Dillingham

.

Pickett Latimer
MaJavery Inman
Samuel Preston

JohnT Hilton

Asa Cole

Henry Lockwood
Frederick Fornythe

Thomas Holmes

NAMES OF

Cyrus Butler Joshua Drake
Alvln Barton

John White
Edward Wheeler
John Huyck
James Wilson

Luke Keeler.

Erastus Butler

Henry Hurlbntt

Samuel Henry
Ehenezer IJfcne

.

Alexander Dickson

John Laylln

Henry Huyck.
Ross ell Wells

Oliver Day
Epaphrodltus Isham.

Jabei Clark

Ichalod!

David Gibbs

Abel Tracy
Elien Boalt

Theodore Baker
Eiekiel Wells

John Pounce.

Charles Laylln.

Harvey G . Morse
Timothy Baker.
(Jeorge Springsted

Hanson Read.

Daniel Whitney.

John Keeler

Asher Cole

Benjamin Hoyt

Zachartah Marvin
Joaiah Wells

H Is hereby certified that the number of electors at this election

imount to sixty-seven.

Platt Benedict,

Vttest: AsherCole.
John Tice, Eben Boalt,

A rel Tracy. Judy** of ,

Clerk*

Enos Gilbert, was elected Justice of the Peace.

Samuel Preston, was elected Township Clerk

Eben Boalt. Piatt Benedict and Aaher Cole.

Timothy Baker, was elected Treasurer.

CEXKl'S OF 1819.

Benjamin Juukins

i of the

age of twenty one years

the town
Eben Boalt.

Abbott. Ezra.

Ammerman. Simeon

Aniniitton, Daniel

Arnold. Alfred.

Benedict. Platt

Beckwlth. Perry '

Becks.th. William.

Boalt. Eben
Boalt. John
Branson. Ilozeab

Baily. Hyram
Brownell. Abel 1

Belts. John
die. Levi

Cole. A«her

Gallup. Hallet

Guthra. Etivn '

Gurley. M
Herrick, Earn."

Herrick. Eatrn. Jr
Hurl'uitt. Henry
Hoskin*, John "

Hosklns. Carleton "

HiU-rr man. Thomas '

Honk. Henry
Herrick. Lott 1

InniAJi. >tal*-ara

Isham. Epaphro-litui

Isham, Selilon

Kellogg. Martin

Potter. Thomas
Prentice. Oliver "

Pellet, Eilward

Kaltt. Daniel G
Rundle. Abijah

Reel. Hanson
R< . nolds Job T
Sutliff. Nathan
Southgate. Robert S
Sv |»her. Peter 3

Sypher. Peter. Jr "

Smllh. John
Strong. Silas II

Sypher, Henry
Stone, Jed.
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Carpeuter, John L. Keeler. Luke. Sanders, Stephru
Comstock. Abijah. Keeler, Ami Soles. Charles
Cherry. Henry Keeler. Lewis Tice, Peter

Clark. Lester.' Keeler. John. Taylor. Benjamin
Clark, Jaues • Keeler. Seth Terry. Henrv

.

Cole. David Lockwood.
Oark. Holsey . Lockwood,
Crawford. Joseph.* Lockwood, Henry. Cnderhlll. David
Cole. Thomas Laylln. John, Wheeler. Edward
Cle. Asa. Laylln. Charles Wells. Ewklel
Carver, Aldrlch. Lewis, Samuel B Wells, K< -swell

Dlckeraon. Alexander L>omis, Alnian. Welch. Jolin

Demmiug. lakti .* Marshall, Ichahod Warren Daniel W *

Davis, Joshua. Myres. Adam White, John,
Korsylhe. Frederick McLln, John. Wilson, James
Fay, Lucius. Newcomb. Jabe* Todd. Mannings
F*y, Follus Nlnis. Slabam Shaddock. Joseph
Felt. Joshua Odway, NebetnlAh Ruggles. Asa
Olbbs, David Pearce. Joseph. Bu«co, Armon. 4-

Olbbs. Samuel R Plxley, Reuben • S .uthgate, Stewart
OUber!, Enos Plrley, Reuben, Jr.

Gallup. William Powers, Abraham.

I do hereby certify the within to be a correct enumeration of the white
male inhabitants of the township or Norwalk, in the county of Huron, as
taken by me. Eben Boalt. Utter
Xohwalk. May at, 1SW.

This enumeration showB a total of 109
Lived In Bronson, attached to Norwalk . 54

Total for Norwalk proper 75

CEHSl'8 OP 18-23.

The enumeration, of the white mule inhabitant* of
Norwalk above t wenty-one years of age. in 18*23.

Peter Tice

Frederick Forsythe.

,

D.tniel (J. Raitl

Edward Pettlt

Harvey O. Morse .

.

Cyrus Butler

I R.

'

Daniel St ratton

Andrew Woods I

Samuel B. Lewis 1

Henry Hurlbutt .1
Eben Boalt I

Henry Huyck. t
John Dillingham 1

Buck 1

Daniel Sowers ... 1

John Dounce 1

John Layland I

Edward Wheeler 3

JosiabWeUa, 1

Am Cole.. i

James Wilson t

Maivery Inman. I

Laylln I

1

*

I

mm I

S
Lucius Fay . I

Komi
Piatt Benedict

Samael Preston ....

Samuel Henry
William Benton
Ichahod Marshall
Zachai iah Marvin
Hallet Gallup
Theodore Bangs
Nathan B. Johnson
Ebenezer Lane
Pickett Latimer ...

Timothy Baker
Luke Keeler

Lewis Keeler
David Uibbs

Alfred Arnold
John T. Hilton.

of the white male inhabitants of the township of
Attest by bnti Keelir,

Litter for Ike 7uirn«A<> of Xorwalk.

It is to be regretted that the foregoing '•cnuniera-

t Km "was not more explicit in naming the inhabi-

tants; nineteen person are counted without being
named. It is probable the list is imperfect Wil-

liam Gallup, the head of a family, ami within the

class t-alled for by the enumeration, does not apjiear.

He did not belong in any of the families containing
more than one person given above: the same to true of

Benjamin Taylor, James Williams and some others.

cEN>fs op 1827.

County Assessors returns of Hie white male inhabitants, above the
age of twenty our years in Huron county, agreeable to an act regulat-
ing the mode of taking the enumeration of the wliite male inhabitant*
above the age of twenty one years, passed January 10, 1*7.

NORWALK 1HI

Levi Wilson Ichahod Marshall. Hrt janiiii Junkins
Samuel R Glbba. Zacharieh Marvin Matthew W. Junkins
Oliver Day Benjamin F Hanuan Frederick Forsyth.
Seldoa Isbam. Dsniel Til.leii Oliver Woodhouse
David Sutton KoeesXuohalL Read
Epaphroditus Isham Caleb Gallup.
Roswell WelLs Theodore Baker. Baroet Carkbun*.

Joslah Wells. Picket Latimer

Ew-kiel Wells David Olbbs Abraham Emmitt.
Ezeklel Wells. Jr. Etios Gilbert Ery Keeler
t*wi* Keeler. Augustus P Tower Henry Hurlbul.

Jacob Tetter Gilbert Brlghtman John Miller

Andrew Wooda Samuel Preston Cyrus Butler.

Thomas Philips. John P. McArdle William K Hunter.
Obadtah Jeimey. William F. Kttlerage William W Nugent
John V Buskark. Daniel (i Raitt JohuV. Vredeuburgb.
John V Buskark. 2d John G. Tailor Mathew Callaway
Richard KtlRsJsV Nelson Haughlon. Hallelt Mnliup.

Joseph Wilson Horace Howard. James Williams, Es>|

Thaddeiis B Sturgts A»ahel W Howe Joseph W lUon, Jr.

Thomas Adams. Isaac Wilson Cliarles L Curtis.

Jacob Wilson William Benton Wdtiain (Jallup.

H 0 Morae Samuel Henry. John V. Sharp.

Aurellus Mason James Springstead Henry Buckingham.
Ben,). Carman. Lererett Bradley. Henry Rider.

Ebeoexer Lane Johu Tice James Mlnshel.

C P Bronson. Lewis Curt las. Carlton B Gane.
Josiah Bouford Joseph C Cutties. Lewis M Howard.

Johu El>ert. Jr

Samuel Sherman
Luke Keeler.

James Wilson. Jal>c«> B Calkins

Darnel stratum.

Charles Layhu.
Jonathan Jennings John White Perry 0 Beckwilh.

Andrew Milltnim. I'tilon White Samuel B Lewis.

Thonuu Mlllburn. John W Haunhton Oeorge Powers.

Lucius Fay. Aaa Cole Nathan Parks
Asher Cole William Haughlon. Jonathan Brown.
Levi Cole Edward Wheeler. Ruluf Andnis.

Miner Cole, Samuel Wheeler John T. Hilton.

Abel Brownell John Laylln Norwalk (SL

John Keeler John Dounce. [The rettims of other

Dr Joseph Pearce. John Dillingham towns omitted as not

Abraham Powers Jesse C. Brayman connected with Norwalk
Jacob Morton Henry Huyck. history

]

Piatt Benedict. Michael F Cisco

Jonas B Benedict. Seth Jennings.

I, Oeorge Sheffield, Assessor of Huron County, certify that the fore-

going is a correct list of the white male inhabitants above the age of

twenty one years, taken by me agreeable to an act of the Legislature of

the State of Ohio, passed January 10, l*fT

In witness whereof. 1 have hereunto set my hand and officii I signature

this tth day of June. 1W7. Oeoboe Sheffield, Assessor

The "poll-book" of an election held iu Norwalk on

the id of April, 182T, shows that the following
^
m-.

sons voted at that election, whose names do not ap-

pear in the foregoing "enumeration:"

Stephen V R Bo„'erl

Eben Boalt

Alpbens Buchnnuan
Nelson Horton.

ell Keeler

David H. Sutton

William Miller,

John Huyck
R'jlipft ^1 Ofl Oil

David Lawrence.
Sylvester Pomeroy.
Isaac M. Marvin.

Seth Keeler.

NATHAN S. COMSTOCK.

At the time Norwalk. Connecticut, was burned

(July 11. 1T07) by (Jeneral Tryoii. in the "Revolu-

tionary War." Thomas Coin-toi k. of New Canaan, ex-

tended shelter, and such assistance as his means per-

mitted, to many of the Norwalk sufferers. Not having

the means of repaying his kindue.-s. Simeon Raymond
and Hold Hoyt propped to, and did release to him
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any claims they might have against the government

on account «.f their losses. As a result, he afterwards

became the owner of a large tract of land in sections

two and thr< f Xorwalk, Ohio.

180<j.~ In this year, his son. Nathan S. Comstock,

in companJ with several others, started on an explor-

ing exjieditioti to ••spy out the country" where their

new possessions lay. They -pent some time in look-

ing over the country, but not lieing provided with

suitable maps or guides, were not certain they found

the particular land they were in search of.

1809.—Early in the spring of this year. Nathan en-

gaged the services of Darius Ferris and Elijah Hoyt

to accompany him on a second expedition to Xorwalk

with the intention of making a permanent settlement

They started with a span of horses ami wagon and

such tools as would he necessary in clearing and build-

ing. At Buffalo they found it impracticable to proceed

further with their wagon, so a small boat was pur-

chased, into which their goods were packed, with the

addition of a barrel of whisky. Two of them manned
the boat, and proceeded up the lake, keeping near

the shore, while the other took charge of the horses,

aud traveled overland, keeping near the lake. In

this manner they reached the mouth of Huron river.

There were at that time quite a number of Indian

settlements along that river, the largest of which was

where the village of Milan now -lands, and was called

Permitting. They were Moravians, in charge of a

missionary named Frederick Drake, ami hud a mission

house. Being very friendly, they offend the new

comers the use of their mission house until a struc-

ture could Ik? erected to shelter them. A site was

selected for the new house in section two. near a

spring, and in the immediate neighborhood of the

fine brick residence erected a few years ago by Philo

Comstock. Ks<|., and now occupied by John Ran-

dolph. Es.|.. in section three of Xorwalk. After cut-

ting the logs, ihe few white men then in the country,

of whom F. W. Fowler, of Milan, was one, were

invited to assist in putting up the house

This was the first house erected by white men. in

the township of Norwalk. of w hich any record can be

traced, and was, most probably, the pioneer house.

It was not covered by a mansard roof; the windows

were nut set with crown-plate glass; the front door

was not of carved walnut, nor mahogany; the bac k

door did not exist: its floor was not covered with a

brusscls carpet; there was no piano and no sewing

machine within its walls: upon the marble-topped

center table (which was not there) lay no daily morn-

ing paper containing the late-l telegraph news and

the hist time card of the I^ike Shore «x Michigan

Southern Rail Road, nor even that of the Wheeling &
Lake Erie Railroad Company. In fact, it was no

palatial residence, but rough ami strong, and made
for service like the strong-w died, iron-handed men
whe built it. Its roof was made of •-hakes;" its

walls of rough logs; its floor was the face of mother-

earth, carpeted with the moss id the growth of ages;

the bedsteads were "bunks" with poles for spring-,

and their mattresses were sacks tilled with leaves and

mosses; its cooking range was a brass kettle hung on

a pole supported by two crotched sticks driven into

the floor, and its chimney was a hole left open in the

roof. Rough, uncouth, homely, yet it was a home,—

the first home of Norwalk.

The house having been erected, they next com-

menced a clearing of about ten acres which they com-

pleted, in a manner, and -owed to wheat that fall.

Nathan was a genuine Yankee, and ]n>ssessed of

the same fertility of genius that invented "wooden

nutmegs." The Indians had got a taste of his w hisky,

and became frequent visitors: he improved the quan-

tity of it by the addition of three gallons of water to

each gallon of spirits, and the color and quality by

adding burned maple sugar and wild cherries. This

"doctored" compound he sold readily to the Indians

us "French brandy" at one dollar a quart. It would

be fortunate for tne "red-nosed fraternity" of

the present generation if they indulged in no worse

t

brandy than was sold by Nathan S. Comstock in 1809.

While making their clearing, the three kept "bache-

lor's hall," and a common dish with them was pork

and beans. One morning they set their pot of beans

and pork over the fire, so as to have their dinner

ready cooked when they should COme in at mid-day,

and then went to their work. When the sun marked

noon, they returned in time to see two or three

sneaking wolves disappear down a neighboring ravine,

and found their fire burned out, their dinner gone,

and the unlucky brass kettle much the worse from

having been used as a platter by several wolves instead

of one. It is probable those hungry men then in-

dulged in a few remarks, not complimentary to the

four-legged tramps.

The clearing having been made, and the wheat put

in, they returned to Connecticut. Nathan intended

to return the next spring with hi- family, and remain

a permanent settler, but his health had In-come so

poor in consequence of exposures ami hardships ex-

]

jierienced on his return in the fall of 1 8« 'U. and his

wife being unwilling to ri-k the hardships and priva-

tions of a frontier life, he resigned his interest in the

« esl to his brother Abijah.

Nathan S. Comstock was the father of Philo Com-
stock. E-q.. now living in Milan, Ohio, and grand-

father of E. A. Comstock, of this village, and Mrs.

John L'andolph. -I" this tow iishiji, and an uncle of

tides. Stephen and Augusta Boalt. of this village.

AM.IAII COM STOCK.

Abijah Comstock was born at New Canaan. Con-

l
necticut, September >. 1*81, and in 1810 came to

Norwalk, and by arrangement with his father and

brother. Nathan S., took the interest of Nathan S.

in the Xorwalk land, and becoming an actual resi-

lient.— in the house built by his brother the year

i
previous.— harvested the crop of wheat which had

|

been put in by Nathan and his two hired men.
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In the latter part of 18H) or fore part of 1811, he

married Esther Iseft, sister of Hosnier Merry's wife,

at that time living at the place which became what is

now known as the "Old Comity Seat."

He brought with him from Connecticut two yoke

of oxen, a wagon and the supplies necessary for his

permanent sojourn, and was accompanied by a lad

named Alfred Arnold, who is yet living in Townsend

township, well advnnced in years.

In 1812, his first child. Thomas, was born. When
the child was only a day or two old, Alfred Arnold,

who had t>een away on an errand through the woods,

met, on his return, an Indian named Omick,* who
stopped him and made very particular inquiry as to

"How Comstock? How squaw? How pappoosc?"

The fact of the Indian being aware of the birth of

the child, which had so recently occurred, surprised

young Arnold, but he was quickly cured of that sur-

prise by a greater one. The Indian seized him by

the hair of his head and said, "Arnold no be fraid,

Arnold good boy: Indian no scalp AruuM." He
then released his grasp and plunged into the woods.

Arnold was so impressed by the questions, manner

and actions of Omick, that he hastened home and

told Comstock that they must leave at once, or they

would be murdered. His warning was acted upon,

the oxen and wagon got ready, and the whole family

sought safety in flight toward the Vermillion river.

Soon after, their house was burned by the Indians,

probably by the same band that destroyed Benjamin

Newcomb's house.

While Norwalk was yet attached to. and part of,

the Township of Huron, Mr. Comstock was elected

a justice- of the peace. And he was also elected and
served as the Hrst county treasurer, but this position

proved unfortunate for him. He was of a generous
disposition, and could not refuse to grant a favor

asked by one who came to him in need, or in the

character of u friend, and looked upon all men as

honest and meaning just what they said. No sooner

had the taxes been collected and returned to him
than he was successfully beseiged by numerous appli-

cants for temporary loans of money, each and all

assuring him of their certainty of returning it to

him before he should be called upon to account, for

it. The usual result in such cases followed, and he

found the time for settlement at hand, but no funds.

In this dilemma he hastened back to Connecticut,

mortgaged all his interest in the Norwalk lauds to his

brother Nathan S., in exchange for money sufficient to

meet his deficit; returned to Huron county, and fully

paid up all his liabilities as treasurer, and from that

* Mr Arnold's recollection la, thai it wn« < itnick. but in tbm he la

probably mistaken, for the incident related, is not likely to have occur-

rrd before the commencement of the war of JSIJ C'onaTexa pa**ed
the act declaring that war on June 1Mb, and it (TBI proclaimed on the
next day. In April, ISIS. Omick and another Indian. Semo. murdered
Michael Olbb. and a Mr. Buel near - Ogonu Mace ' (now Sanduxky
City i. and were soon after arrested, when SMM blew hin ,,vn brains out
with a guo. and Omick wan taken to Cleveland, tried, convicted, and on
June*!. IH12, executed

16

time to in- death, iTmained ii comparative!] poor

man, but always honorable and respected.

The mortgage was never paid, and the property

eventually passed to Nathan, who, in 1828. sent his

son Philo out to look after it., audso faithful has U-eu

his stewardship that he has remained looking after it

to this day.

He died February 1, 18"n, at the house of Stephen

Boalt, whose mother was a sister to Nathan and

Abijah.

kkn.iamin KBWCOMB,

Benjamin Newcon b was born in Durham, Connecti-

cut. He there married, and afterwards with his wife

and two sons, Samuel S. and Benjamin C, removed

I

to Kinsman, Trumbull county, Ohio. From thereat

some time previous to the war of 1812. he removed

to Norwalk township, and located in the southwest

j

corner of section four on the farm now owned and

occupied by Miner Cole. He probably took the land

under a contract frpm Comfort S. Mygatt, but never

obtained a deed. His name appears on the tax dupli-

cate of personal property for 181.1, but not on the

real estate duplicate.

181').— In the summer of this year, he transferred

whatever interest he had in the land to Joseph Pierce,

who afterwards, in 1816, sold it to Levi Cole who
obtained a deed from Mygatt.

1810.—On July 4th. Mr. Newcomb was instantly

killed by the kick of a horse.

While residing in Norwalk, he had occasion to go
to Huron, and while there had an altercation with

an intoxicated Indian who tiHik offence at something

Mr. Newcomb said or did. The Indian attacked him
with an axe. but Mr. Newcomb took the axe away
from him, and then knocked him down with his fist.

The next day the Indian on horseback passed Mr.

Newcomb near his house, and watching his oppor-

tunity, hit him a severe blow with a club. Mr. New-
comb sprang forward, sei/.ed the "red-skin" by one

foot, dragged him from his pony, and gave him so

severe a beating that he was thought to be dead, and

was put in the fence corner, ami the children covered

him up with sticks and leaves, but the next morning
he was gone.

Soon after Hull's surrender in August, 1812. John
Laylin, then of Berlin township, while on his way to

(ireciitield to notify his uncle, Hanson Reed, of the

danger from the Indians, called in the night, and

gave the alarm to Newcomb that the Indians were

coming, ami they must at once leave the country.

Very hastily such things as wen- necessary for a long

tedious tramp through an almost trackle«s wilderness,

were packed up, and the family, consisting of father,

mother, two boys and an infant . Mary,* less than two

years of age. started for the older settlements east.

By day-break, they reached the "old State read," ami

at a place since called Punly's Corners, met other

* Mary Newcomb married Philo t'omatock February 1*11, and
died in September following; aired a little over twenty year*.
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refugees tram Huron. Together they kepton to Ver-

million river, where u halt was made, ami Mr. New-

comb returned to reeouiioiter, ami reached his place,

two or three days after leaving it. in time to see, from

a safe cover, his house burned by the Indians, and he

supposed they must have been led there by the one

he had so severely punished some time before, as it

was the only house burned so far away from the lake.

After crossing the Vermillion river, they directed their

course to the "portage" of Cuyahoga river, from

there to Charlestown, and from there to Vernon, and

from there Mr. Newcomb entered the army as a

teamster. In preparing for flight, Mr. Newcomb hid

his log-chains and some other property in a hole he

dug in the ground, but upon his return after the

war, could not find where he had made his deposit,

and the articles have never been found.

Towards night of the next day after Newcomb ami

family had left their house, several persons from the

township of Whcatsborough, now Lyme, fleeing from

the dreaded Indian incursion, reached the deserted

house, and determined to camp there over night.

They "hoppled" their horses by tieing their front feet

so near together that they could not step more than

about a foot at a time, ami let them loose to feed;

then commenced to prepare their supper, which they

soon had ready, ami were about commencing to eat

when they wen' startled by the much dreaded and

unearthly Indian war-whoop. Stricken with horror,

they stood not upon the order of their going, but preci-

pitately sought safety in the darkness of the unbroken

forest: their hom-s. goods and tempting supper were

left behind; even their guns were abandoned, so com-

plete and bewildering was their surprise; life, or

torture and death hung upon the action of moments;

property, resistance, the means of protection were

unthonght of, in the dire necessity for immediate

escape and shelter from the merciless foe who tortured

for pleasure, and murdered for rexeiige.

They all escaped successfully, and hour after hour,

all night long, hurried southward through the swamps,

thickets, and over the fallen logs of the trackle-s

wilderness; at day-break, they were near the f-outh line

of the county, some of them so nearly exhausted that

they wanted to halt and rest, but others of the party

insisted the Indians could follow their track like a

pack of wolves, and so the weary, famishing flight,

kepi on during the long, long hours of the day, until

the weaker ones were ready to fall out of line, abandon

the escape, and submit to their fate. But there were

warm hearts ami strong hands in that party. A long

light pde was secured, each person took firm hold of

it, and thus, the strong supporting tin- weak, the

weary march dragged ou, and did not stop until

Mansfield ami safety were reached.

The day this party passed through the township of

Ridgeticld on their way to Neweomb's hou«c, Reuben

Pfxley, Sr., then living in Ridgctield township, heard

in sonje way that there was no danger to be appre-

hended from the Indians, and started after the party

to induce them to return. On his way he met Seth

Brown who lived in the fourth section of Ridgetield.

and consented to accompany Pixlev in search of the

refugees.

They arrived near Neweomb's place, just as the

party were about to commence eating their supper,

and thinking to have some sport, tried their ability to

counterfeit the hideous war-whoop of the savages.

The success of their powers of imitation was greater

than they had anticipated, and although they made
strenuous efforts to overtake the frightened people,

and explain their little joke, were totally unable to

do so. They remained at Neweomb's house that

night, fared sumptuously, and in the morning re-

turned with the Abandoned property, and sown sent

word on to Mansfield explaining their miserable prac-

tical joke. This story was recently related to the

writer by Miner Cole. Es>p, of this township, who
.-ays he has heard it many times from the lips of

Etonban l'ixlev, Sr., one of the practical jokers.

The Newcomb house, burned by the Indians in

1812. stood on the east side of the creek, close under

the hill, and but a few rods from the town line

between Norwalk and Bronson. There are now

standing near its site a stately poplar and an old

descrepit apple tree planted there by that early

settler nearly seventy years ago.

A military road or trail then existed upon the

town line, just south of his house, which Mr. New-

comb had assisted in opening, and it was while at

work on t hat road that he was attracted by the Ideality

of that particular location which afterwards he settled

upon as related.

At the close of the war, he returned to his place,

and erected another log house on the west side of the

creek, on a gravel bluff overlooking the valley. From
that bluff tiie gravel was taken that filters the water

used by the citizens of Norwalk from the water

works, and West Main street was graveled partly from

the same source.

TTesterday, May 'i, 1870, the writer and his little

daughter, in company with Miner Cole, visited the

spot: the old house is gone; its site is marked by an

indentation where the cellar used to be. and the old

hearthstones yet remain in place. Standing upon

that memento of the first steps of civilization, and

looking forth in the bright sunlight of the balmy

May afternoon, over the beautiful valley at his feet,

upon which a flock of sheep ami lambs were grazing,

busy faiien - brought to him echoes of the scream of

the panther and howl of the wolf, followed by the

i'lging Round of the Woodman - axe. and the voices

of children playing at the creek, then by screams and

shouts of terror-stricken fugitive-, soon followed by

thedim vision of a stealthy band of half-naked, painted

savages. <|Uicklymade distinct in all their wild orgies

by the lurid light of a burning home: then another

sound broke in. gentle, sweet and pleading—"Rapa.

please buy me a little baa-baa-lamb?
"

The contrast was too great: the fancies took to
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Among the pioneer* of the Fire- Lands, whose lung residence

and active labors have made them conspicuous, none -m i ii|.y

> more prominent |>osition, and deservedly so, than Ashbel G.
Pott, Doming here til a tima when the then infant settlement
wis devoid of all IboM improvements that now add to the
convenience and comfort of the people; when the present
county of Huron was almost without roads and bridges; when
it required hard and pMvbttnl labor, toil, and care to make
the noil produce enough for the bare necessities of life,—he
has lived to witness all the varioui developments now existing,

and in his life and character has assisted in thil great work of
pr, ,^x>~<.

Ashbel G. Post is the second child and only son of Ashbel
Pott, the latter of whom wait born in Uld Say brook. Coun.,
in the vear 17(17, and died in Huron Co., Ohio, Aug. 14,

1S1U.

Hi* mother was Betsey Phelps, who died May 26, 1796, in

the nineteenth year of her age. Ashbel 0. Post was born in

Greene Co., N. Y., May 20, 1700, and is consequently in the

eighty-third year of his age. His father and uncle, Col. Ezra
Post, were among the pioneers of Grown Co., N. Y. The
latter had been in the Revolutionary war, and also held a
colonel's commission in the army during the war of 1812, and
was • member of the Legislature of the Slate of New York
during the palmy days of I >e Will Clinton.

Ashbel post wns a man of a somewhat changeable di-po.-i-

tion, but of great personal integrity. For seven year- he was
master of a sailing vassal out of Boston. He subsequently
married again ami settled on a .-mull farm in Middlesex Co.,

Conn., and afterward was proprietor of a hotel in the village

of Cromwell. In 1>>2I he came to Ohio, and located between
six and sevcti hundred acre* of land in Fitchville. He ere. tad

a log cabin, and proceeded to make the necessary improve-
ments preparatory to moving his family, and had nearly CO0V-

pleted hit arrangement* logo East for tbam when, on the Mth
of August, lhj.!, ho died. He left behind him a reputation

for industry and perseverance which, had he lived, would
have resulted in much happiness and comfort for bis family

It was in July, 1823, that Ashbel G. Post first came West
He was then a young man, ardent in his desire to succeed, and
willing to assume the arduous duties of the pioneer. After
vititing hit father and looking around some, with the inten-

tion of coming out to settle, he returned East and soon received

the melancholy intelligence of bis father's death. In Novem-
ber following he returned to the Fire-Lands, and obtaining his

share of bis father's estate he went to work, paid off the re-

maining incumbrance, and from that time all through his

active business life succeeded well. In 1830 be removed to

Berlin township inow Erie County), where ha purchased four

hundred acres of land, of which he made the best farm in what
now constitutes the two counties of Huron and Eric, and for

several years be took the first premium for the most highly
cultivated, the best improved, and the neatest farm, thus de-

monstrating his ability as a good, practical farmer.
Mr. Post has been three times married. His tint wife was

Tamia Palmer, with whom he was united Nov. 15, 1824.

She died April 1, 1836. They bad five children, namely:
Sanford G., now resides in Nevada; Fanny P , married and
lives in Michigan

;
Eleanor, married and resides in Vermil-

ion ;
Wesley >. deceased l ; William II.. now resides at home.

For his second wife, Mr. Post married Ellen S. Parmenter,
who died March 28, 1K&6, leaving one daughter, Louisa P.,

who now resides in Wood Co., Ohio. They had also unt MB,
James A., who died young. For his third partner in life, Mr.
I'ost married Mr*. Fanny M. Piatt, of ('nunc, ticul, Sept. 24,

IH.'i.Y In 1829, Mr. Post'was elected to the office of justice of
the |ieace, and re-elected in lK.TJ. Heist Democrat in politics,

and in religion liberal.

In 18.~»6, Mr. Post sold his six hundred acres in Erie County,
and after traveling and visilini; his Eastern home, in ls>',9, be
settled in his present resilience in N orwal k

.

The main characteristics of his long and eminently useful life

are hit indu»triou» habit-, his indomitable energy, and his

uncompromising personal integrity. These good qualities he
will leave as a worthy example for future Generations lo fo|.

low, and as an imperishable legacy to his children.
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flight, else the writer to this hour might have stood

on that ancient hearth, listening to echoes from the

remote past.

SAMUEL B. LEWIS

1814.— Mr. Lewis was born in South Salem, West-

chester county, New York, in 1T90, ami died at

Norwalk, July U, 187o, in the eighty-first year of

his age.

In 1814, he purchased two hundred acres of land

about one and a half miles south of the present loca-

tion of the village of Norwalk, paying for it two dol-

lars per acre, and in the spring of that year came on

to make preparation for a permanent settlement. He
made some clearing, and put in a small piece of

wheat, then returning to New York.

1813.—On the fifteenth of February, 1815, he

started with his family, then consisting of his wife

and a little daughter, named Angeline, (who died at

Norwalk, September 1, 1817). for the new home in

the West. The journey was made in a covered wagon
drawn by a span of horses, and required forty-til

day* to complete. They arrived at Norwalk, April

2, 1815, or rather, they arrived at their new home on

that day, for Norwalk was yet to bo; only an " Indian

trail" marked the crest of the "sand riilge" where

Main street now is.

Soon after arriving with his family, he sold the

land npon which he had commenced his improve-

ments the year before, to Hanson Reed, for five dol-

lars per acre, and purchased another tract of two

hundred ncres, in section one, for one dollar and fifty

cents per acre.

During the summer and autumn of 181"), he built

u house on his new purchase, and in that honse the

election for State officers, of October, 1818, was held.

In an article written by Mr. Lewis, and published

in the Fire-Inml* Pioneer, of June, 1*58. and from
which most, of the foregoing facts of his history have

been taken, he says:

" When I first came to Ohio, provisions of all

kinds were scarce, and prices high. Wheat was sold

at two dollars per bushel, also the first oats I sowed
cost me two dollars per bushel; 1 bought them of

Judge Meeker, on the lake shore, as I came into the

country; and at another time I paid him five dollars

for a common axe, and went twelve mile* for it; how-
ever, upon the cessation of the war of 1812, people

having turned their attention more to clearing their

lands, and to agriculture, when soon field was added
to field, and farm *o farm, and, rich in their virgin

soil, they sent forth their luxuriant harvests until

plenty filled the land. Then produce fell to an
extremely low price; so low that the year previous to

the owning of the New York and Erie canal, the

most that I could get offered for a fine quality of

wheat, was twelve and a half Midi per bushel, and
haul it a distance of six miles to market, which was
then at Milan."

In those early days, wild turkeys wi re very plenty.

Mild did great damage to wheat and corn crops, Mr.

I>ewis relates that in 1827, they were so numerous as

to endanger his wheat crop. He built a rail pen about

eleven feet square, with rails laid near together on

top. A trap-door was provided, and grain freely

scattered around and within the pen. The turkeys

came, entered the trap, and his first catch was nine

fat birds, but one got away. Two or three days after-

wards, twelve more fell victims to the trap, and this

put an end to their depredations, for no others came

around that season.

During the infancy of the settlement of Norwalk,

Mr. Lewis' house was always oj>en, free of charge, to

the new cornel's, who sought his hospitality, and on

one occasion, from the frequency of such calls upon

him. his stock of breadstuffs inn very short. There

were no mills in the country, and no flour market

nearer than Mansfield, and no road practicable for a

wagon to that place: so he went there on horseback,

and constructing a rude rack to fit the back of his

horse, loaded a barrel of flour on that, and in that

manner transported it home.

On another occasion he was called back to the east,

and performed the whole journey from Norwalk to

Jersey City, on foot.

Mr. Lewis, with another pioneer, named William

Marshall, a surveyor, traveled over and surveyed

many of the lands in Huron county. These two

went days and sometimes weeks together through the

wilderness, camping out nights, while they were sur-

veying farms, and running out public roads.

He held at different times the office of justice of

the peace, township trustee, assessor, and lister.

The maiden name of his wife was Amy Ferris.

She was born at Newtown, Fairfield county. Con-

necticut, and until her death, in October, 1850, bore

her share of the privations of pioneer life cheerfully,

and with courage.

In those early days, they were surrounded by the

dense wilderness, the home of thousands of savage

men. bears, wolves and panthers.

On one occasion, when there was no one at home
' but Mrs. Lewis and her little daughter, there came

on horseback to the house two Indian women, or

squaws, who wanted flour, which was kept in the

house up stairs. Mrs. Lewis went up, and was get-

ting the flour, when the two squaws followed, and

commenced impudently lifting the lids of boxes and

barrels, to see what they contained. Mrs. Ix'wis
' shook her head at them, and they shook their heads at

her. When the floor was put Hp, they all descended,

and one of the squaws seized the little girl, then

nearly two years old. and the two hastened to their

horses, mounted and galloped away with the child!

[
U'fore Mrs. Lewis fully realized what they were at.

Hut the mother's heart quickly took the alarm, and

desperation nerved her to an almost superhuman
effort for the recovery of her little one. The routo

taken by the squaws would compel them, at the dis-

tance of about one mile, to pass the bouse of another
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settler,* but before tlmt was leached, the mother wa*

so close after them, ami screaming so lustily, that

they dared not pass the settler's clearing, ahead of

them, with the child, for fear of l>eing Captured, so

the child was put down on the ground, the squaws

mim|>ered off with all the speed they could get out

of their ponies, ami the mother returned home with

her child and a heart full of thankfulness.

IIR. JOSEPH PIERCE.

lSl.i.— Dr. .Joseph Pierce came to Norwalk in 1815,

in company with Major David Underbill. Timothy
Baker. Levi Cole ami Horace Morse. That summer
he purchased of Benjamin Newcomb all the interest

I

held by the latter in lot number one of section four of

Norwalk, being the Newcomb place, now Miner Cole's

farm, and, in 181(5, transferred his interest to Ixsvi

Cole, but continued, with his sister Rhoda, to make
it his home wilh Mr. Cole for a number of years.

He was the Hrst practicing physician in Norwalk
township, und the first postmaster, of which more

j

particular mention is made under the head of "First
Post Office." Dr. Pierce was from Herkimer county,

New York. He remained here until about 1825. and
then removed to New Haven and remained for MOM
time, and then removed to Indiana.

LEVI COLE.

Levi Cole was born in Windom county, Connecti-

cut. November 20, 1766, married November 25, Itwi,

am) died February 11, 1820, at Norwalk, Ohio. His

wife, Hannah Kinuev. was born in Windom county.

Connecticut. July 24, KTn. and died at Norwalk,

Ohio. February 27, 181". They had seven sons, as

follows: Jeremy. Iwrn March 17, KH5; died July
|

3o. 1818; came to Ohio in 1815. Asher, horn April

23. U'.'T; died November 4, 1830; came to Ohio in

1816. James, born April 25, lT'.iti; now living in

Norwalk township: came to Ohio in 1816. Levi,

born March 23, l8ol; now living in Ridgefield town-

ship; came to Ohio in 1816. Miner, born July 26,
\

1803; now living in Norwalk township; came to Ohio
in I8li;. Manly K., born February 11. 180?; now liv-

ing in Bronson township; "came to Ohio in 1816.

Lyman, born March in, 1810; died October 10, 1843;

came to Ohio in 1816.

In 1814. Mr. Cole was living in Herkimer county,

New York. and. that year, in company with Major

Dav id Underbill and Timothy Baker, came on to look

at lands held by Mr. Underbill in Ridgefield township.

He was pleased with the land and hargained for a

piece this side of the present farm of Sidney Brown,

and then returned home.

In 1815, he came out again, accompanied by his
|

son Jeremy, Horace Morse, Dr. Joseph Pierce and
David Underbill, put up a house on the land, com-
menced a Clearing, and otherwise prepared for briug-

•Tlii« wa« probably Captain John Bonll » plai t-, M the OWM* of what
h now Medina atrwt, and the Old Slat* KomI." wfcm Hi* m-xtona

[

huiiw *iaii<l., on the irn.uiid* of WV»*llawn Cometery

ing his family out the next year. In the Kail, leaving

Jeremy to look after the place and continue the im-

provements, he returned home again.

During this visit, aind on the 16th day of July,

1815. he. Major Underbill ami Dr. Joseph Pierce,

brushed out a "trail," or road, from Abijah Coin-

Btock'l place to the "Sand Ridge." as it was then

called (now Norwalk), and at night returned and

stayed at Comstock's until the next day, and then

Started out and completed their work through to

Underbill's place on the Kth. This was the first

highway labor ever done on Main street. It was not

done in pursuance of an ordinance, and no street com-

missioner "bossed" the job; perhaps that will account

for its rapid completion. They followed the old '• In-

dian trail." which came out on to the ridge some-

where between Milan and Chatham streets.

In January of 1816. Mr. Cole and Major Under-

bill started with their families and such good:, and

supplies as they might require in their uew homes,

with six teams anil sleighs, three to each family. The
party contained twenty persons, to-wit: Mr. and Mrs.

Cole and six of their bore, Mr. and Mrs. Underbill

and six children. Jasper Underbill (a nephew of the

Major). Daniel Warren. Marks Roslhcck, Rhoda

Pierce, sister to Joseph Pierce, and a |htsoii by the

name of Wilcox.

After spending »ix weeks ujhiii the road (five days

resting at Avery, the old county scat.) they reached

Major Underbill's on the 22d day of Fcbruan. 1816.

The Duron river was then so high that Mr. Cole

could not cross with his family and teams to his own

house, so he took litem to Dr. Pierce's house (the

Benjamin Newcomb place), and soon after purchased

that place, and remained there so long as he lived.

1818.— In this year Mr. Cole took a prominent part

ill the movement which culminated in the removal of

the county seat to Norwalk, of which a more particu-

lar account is given in another part of this history.

On the Oth of February, 1820. Mr. Cole was en-

gaged hauling a large siw-log. to which four yoke of

oxen were attached, by a chain, into Underbill's saw-

mill yard: finding it was likely to strike another log

which projected partly over the road, he attempted to

jump over the chain, and in doing so one of his limbs

was caught between the logs, and so terribh crushed

that he died two days afterwards.

I>A\n> out MS AMI II EX K Y LOCK WOO I).

David (Jibbs ami Henry Ixckwoud were natives of

Norwalk, Connecticut, and were brothers-in-law. Mrs.

Oihbs living Lockwood's sister.

In the summer of 1815, Mr. (tilths, Mr. Lockwood.

his father, L. Lockwuod. and Stephen Loekwood. left

Norwalk, Connecticut, to look up homed in Ohio.

After visiting and examining several places ibex at

last, after ten week's travel and prospecting, arrived

at Abijah PomHtoekV place in Norwalk. Ohio, on the

16th dav of Julv. 1815. There thev met Major Dav id

Underbill. Levi Cole and Dr. Jo-.ph Pierce, who hail
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been ut work that day clearing out a road to the sand

ridge, ou which Norwalk now is located.

After spending about a week in examining lands

belonging to L Lockwood, in Norwalk township,

they selected a site for a home on the lull just south

of tlte first creek, on the section line road going north

from the present "Alling's Comer.-." and on the east

side of that road. During the months of August.

September and part of Octol>er, they cleared off and

put into wheat aliout six acres of land, and put up a

large doultle log house.

There were then three families living in the town-

ship, those of Abijah ( omstock, Benjamin Ncwcomb
and Samuel B. Lewis. Gibbs and the two Lockwoods

boarded at Comstock's while engaged in making their

improvements. Provisions were scarce. Salt was not

to lie obtained, for there was then none in that part of

the country, and as a consequence the family and

boarders frequently were compelled to use meat that

was more odorous than palatable. Bread, milk and

potatoes was their only other reliance.

When the walls of the house were up ready for the

roof, they let to Benjamin Ncwcomb a contract for

its completion, and started back to Connecticut.

At this time, the sand ridge from Alling's orOibb'i

Corners to Major I'tidei-hilTs place (the present Isaac

Underbill farm) was covered sparsely by oak trees,

forming what was called an "oak opening." Whor-
tleberry bushes and columbo grew in abundance, the

root of the latter being used by the inhabitants as a

tonic in bilious diseases. The oak trees were of the

scrub variety, specimens of which may yet be seen

both in the east and west ends of the village.

Ou the 24th day of January, 1816, they left Nor-

walk, Connecticut, with their families, ami arrived

at their new home in Norwalk, Ohio, on the 30th of

April, having been ninety-rive days in making the

journey. The party consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Gibbs,

their daughter Kliza (now Mrs. Prudeu Ailing, yet

living in Norwalk), then five years old: their son

David, three years old; Mr. Henry Lockwood, his

wife and their little child Henry: ami I*wis Keeler,

who came along as a teamster in charge of the bag-

gage wagon, drawn by two yoke of oxen.

Mrs. (iibbs and Mrs. Lockwnod, with their chil-

dren, were provided with a substantial wagon, covered

with oil-cloth, lined with blankets, carpeted and pro-

vided with spring seats; very comfortable and decent,

and drawn by a heavy span of bay horses. They were

well clothed, and provided with abundant blankets

and a foot stove. Their provision chest contained

cold chic kens, hams, hard biscuit, pies, dough-nuts

by the bushel, tea, coffee, pickles, dried fruit, pre-

serves, and all the necessary etceteras, so they were

'•well-to-do" in the world.

On the 20th of February, in crossing Cattaraugus

creek, west of Buffalo, ou the ice, their baggage

wagon broke through near the west shore. One yoke

of oxen, a horse which they had purchased on the

way as a leader for the ox team, and many of their

J

house-keeping articles, were lost. In this dilemma

they were assisted by some friendly Indians, who, by

diving and fishing with poles, brought up most of

the lost articles, among them a box of log chains,

axes, plow-shares, kitchen ware. etc. They were paid

for their services thirty or forty dollars. They also

brought up the bodies of the two oxen, gave up tho

hides and shoes, but eagerly accepted the carcasses for

I food. This mishap caused a halt of about a week,

during which little Henry Lockwood sickened and

died. Soon afterwards, at Kredonia, little David Gibbs

was taken severely ill, and after lingering twelve days

also died. The trouble was "camp dysentery." and

several others of the party were also attacked, but all

recovered.

The expense of this enforced sojourn at Fredonia

was over live hundred dollars, provisions being scarce

and high, codfish fifty cents per pound, and other

things in proportion.

Their house was built doable, with a hall through the

center open at both ends; the window sash were slats

fastened together, and set with greased paper instead

of glass: the doors were rough slabs split out of logs;

and the first table was a square one, with no leaves,

hewed out of a black-walnut log.

After the privation and sufferings and sorrows of

their long, exhausting march, this homely two-roomed

house seemed to these weary travelers a very palace

and haven of rest: and not only to them, but to

many who came after. At one time, for some days,

their families were increased to forty souls. Among
them were the families of Piatt Benedict, seven per-

sons; and Captain John Boalt. father of the late

Charles L. Boalt, thirteen persons, of whom niue were

down with the ague.

For all this numerous family Mrs. tiibbs did the

cooking, baking, etc., with rude and limited utensils

designed for less than one-fourth of that number;

whilst Mrs. Lockwood ministered to the sick with

means for their comfort equally limited. But they

had strength given them for the task, and were blessed

and happy in their labors of love. They were at one

.time short of provisions, and had to semi to Cleveland

for flour and pay twenty-five dollars per barrel, and

for \*ork about the same: the families in the mean-

time subsisting, for a week, on milk and |H)tatoes

alone.

Mr. Lockwood remained in Norwalk only a few-

years, ami then removed to Milan. Mr. tiibbs was

elected the first justice of the peace in Norwalk town-

ship in April. and was appointed county clerk

in 1S'.">, and continued to hold that office until his

death, at Norwalk, March 1»J. 1840, aged fifty-one

years, nine months and twenty-four days. His wife,

Elizabeth L. Gibbs, died at Norwalk October 4, 1*T3,

aged eighty-two years, six months and eleven days.

They were the parents of ten children, viz: An in-

fant, died in Connecticut: David, died at Fredonia in

I 181«>: a little daughter, died in 1*32, aged one year,

seven months ami twenty-two days; James B., died
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August 1850, aged twenty-fight years, two months

and thirteen days; Ralph M., died August 16, 1854,

aged thirty years and sixteen days (of cholera): Mrs.

Eliza Ailing, now living at Norwalk, the only sur-

vivor of lsio; David, now living at Le Mars. Iowa:

Roswell, now living at Troy, .Miami county, Ohio:

Charles (Rev.), now living at Cedar Falls, Iowa: Mrs.

S. L. Adams, now living at Clarksticld, Huron count v,

Ohio.

llltST V| v KHI AUK.

In Vol. I. of Marriage Records of Huron County,

on page nine, apj>ears the following entry:

William Onlluji ami Sally Bnalt »,tp joiniNj in m*rri««r oo lb.- Al day

of M*y, 1S19, by David W. Hi****.
Jutlict Pttte*.

Upon a careful examination of the record of mar-

riages, the foregoing is found to l>c the tirst one in

which the marriage was solemnized in the township,

between parties, both residents. And Henry Lock-

wood. Es<|., in an article published in the Pioneer of

May, 1859, on page twenty-eight, says: "About the

marriages we are uncertain. Hallet and William Gal-

lup were among the first."

William Gallup was born at Kingston. Luzerne

county, Pennsylvania, in 17!>4, and, in 1816, in com-

pany with his brother Hallet, came to Ohio, but not

to Norwalk until 1818. He built the old frame bWk
of stores now occupied by Link's grocery. James

Seeley's shoe store, and the Casper Brothers. It was

one of the first ventures in the new village to provide

business rooms for renting. The second story was

used by him as a cabinet shop and furniture ware-

room. He was the contractor who built the "Old
Court House." now Central Hotel, on Whittlesey

avenue. He died at Tiffin, Ohio, January 15, 1S58.

Sally Boalt was born in Norwalk, Connecticut, and

came to Norwalk, Ohio, with her father's family, in

1S17. She was a sister of Charles L. Boalt and

daughter of Captain John Boalt. who made his first

settlement in this township upon the present ceme-

tery property. And there in their new double log

house she was married.

Her death occurred at Osborn. Greene county, Ohio,

January jfi, IH71. Her husband's remains were then

taken from Tiffin, anil, with hers, brought to Nor-

walk. and. side by side, laid away to re.*! within

about twenty rods of the site of the log house where

they were married.

KlltsT BIHTII.

Soon after Hull'- surrender at Detroit in August of

1812. Thomas, son of Abijah Com.-toek, was born on

section two of Norwalk. When he was only a few

days old, his parents had to flee from their home to

escape the Indians, which they did ju-t in time, tak-

ing him and their other valuables with them, for the

night after their departure their house was burned.

This was the first white child born in Norwalk.

and that pioneer is vet living, a resident of Ridgeville,

Lorain county, Ohio.

D ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

FIRST DEATH.

In all the researches made by the writer after data

from which to compile the history of Norwalk, the

fir.-t death of which he has found any record, was that

of Angeline Lewis. She was the daughter of Sam uel

B. and Amy Lewis: born at South Salem. Westchester

county. New York, probably in the fall of 1814: was

brought by her parents to Norwalk in the spring of

1815. and died September 1, 1*17. She was probably

the child stolen by two squaws, and rescued by her

mother, of which an account is given in the history of

Samuel B. Ix-wis.

THK KIUST SAW AND UKIST MILL.

In the spring or summer of 1815, Hanson Reed,

then living in Greenfield, purchased of Samuel B.

Ixrwis. the place upon which Mr. Lewis had erected a

house the previous year.

He soon moved in with his family, and in 1816 or

1817, commenced building a saw mill on the creek

which runs through the present L. B. Mesnard and
S. J. Rogers farms, on the north side of the Fairfield

|

road, and a few rods to the west of the stone bridge

over that creek. In erecting this mill, he was assisted

by his father-in-law, Mr. Abraham Bowers. Soon

after its completion, it was destroyed by fire. The
two men then made a workshop of the house, and

commenced work on the machinery of another mill,

and in about five weeks had it completed, running

and doing a good business, but when the fall rains

[
came on, a freshet swept away their dam. They

j

were now without funds, all having been put into

building and re-building, but were not discouraged:

the <lam was soon replaced, and then they began to

plan for a grist mill attachment to the saw mill, and

carried their plans into execution in a year or two
afterwards.

These were the first mills erected in the township.

The old frame was taken down several years ago. but

the old dam is destined to remain, perhaps, for cen-

turies, for it forms part of the road embankment
across the ravine.

Ml'HDKH OK WOOD \ND MlBOP.

Karlv in April. 1819. John Wood, a married man.

keeping tavern at Venice. George Bishop, a sin-

gle man, by oeciipation a sailor, living in Danbury.

Abiatber Shirley, and Barnabus Meeker, organized a

hunting and trapping expedition to the "Peninsula,"

now part of Ottawa county.

They made their camp in a little cabin near the

bank of the Portage, then called "Carrying Hiver,"

about twelve miles from its mouth. About the mid-

dle of April. Meeker and Shirley left the camp, and

returned to their homes, Wood and Bishop still re-

I maining to prosecute their enterprise. Being well

supplied with traps, ammunition, ami camp e<piip-

page, and being expert in hunting and trapping, they

|
were <piite successful, and had accumulated quite a

Digitized by Google



CHARLES 1$. STICKNEY.

The subject of this sketch was born at Moira, Franklin

Co., N. ST., Jan. 20, 1810. lie was the oldest of twelve

children, six sons and six daughters, of Charles and Betsey

Stick ney.

His father, Capt. Charles Stick ney, was born at Corn-
wall, Addison Co., Vt., May 17, 1785, and his mother,

whose maiden name was Pierce, at New Salem, Franklin

Co., Mass., April 1 1 , 1790. They were married in the town
of Dickinson, Franklin Co., N. Y., April 11, 1809. Both

are now dead. They were of English descent. His father's

curliest ancestor in America was William Stickncy, who
came to this country, in 1637, from Hull, Yorkshire, Eng-
land, and settled with his family at Rowley, Mass. From
him it is believed that all bearing the name of Stickney

in America are descended.

Mr. Stickney's early years were required by his father on

his farm, where he remained until his twenty-first year,

engaged in hard work, and receiving only a district-school

education, when he was

given his time, 15.50 in

money, and the blessing of

his kind parents, with which

he started forth to seek his

fortune.

He entered the academy
at Potsdam, St. Lawrence

Co., N. Y., then in charge

of Rev. Asa Brainard,

where he remained nearly

four years, supporting him-

self in the mean time by

teaching school winters.

His health having be-

come impaired from close

application, he reluctantly

left the academy and came
to Ohio. He reached Ash-

tabula County, where he

was taken sick at the house

of his maternal uncle, Jesse

Pierce, in the town of Say-

brook, his sickness contin-

uing for nearly six months.

Recovering his health

somewhat, he adopted the

teaching of penmanship as

a means of livelihood, and

taught in different places

in Western Pennsylvania,

Virginia, and Southern

Ohio.

In the year 1841 he visited his brother, Hon. E. T.

Stickney, at Scipio, Scueca Co., Ohio, and, meeting with

a former fellow-student of Potsdam Academy, the late

Jairus Kennan, Esq., who was then practicing law at

Norwalk, he was induced to enter his office, and commence
the Btudy of law. He arrived at Norwalk, Nov. 13, 1841,

and pursued his studies with Mr. Kennan. Was admitted

to the Bar Aug. 1, 134t, and subsequently to practice in

the Federal Courts, at Cleveland, April 12, 1860.

During his term of study he was associated with the

late Earn M. Stone in the preparation of a large number of

cases in bankruptcy, under the then existing bankrupt law

of the United States.

After he commenced practice he was several times a can-

didate for prosecuting attorney, always running ahead of

his ticket, but not being able to overcome the party odds

against him.

The new constitution of Ohio created the Court of Pro-

bate, and upon its going into operation, in 1851, Mr.

Stickney was nominated on the Democratic ticket for the

new office of judge of said court, and was elected over his

competitor, Hon. F. Wickham, by thirty-one majority,

having run ahead of his ticket about five hundred votes.

He performed the duties of his office faithfully and satis-

factorily to all for the term of three years, and was again

nominated in 1854. The newly-formed Republican and
Know-Nothing parties swept the field, the general majority

of the party in Huron County being about sixteen hundred,

but the majority for his competitor, Hon. F. Sears, was cut

down to about eight hundred.

He has served several terms as a member of the com-

mon council, and in April, 1874, was elected mayor of

Norwalk, and served two years, being an acceptable and

popular officer.

He was for several years school examiner for Huron
County, and a member of the Board of Education of the

Union School for four years, during which time he was

clerk of the Board. He
has at all times taken a

deep interest in educational

matters. Ho is also a

member of the Whittlesey

Academy of Arts and Sci-

ences, of which he has been

president.

He became a member, by

initiation, April 30, 1845,

of Huron Lodge, No. 37,

I. O. O. R
t
and has been a

prominent and respected

member of the order, hold-

ing many of its important

offices.

On Feb. 20, 1856, ho

was elected Most Worthy
Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Ohio, serving one

term with distinguished

ability. For his faithful

and efficient services in

this office he received

from the Grand Lodge
its beautiful and costly

medal.

In 1 858, Judge Stickney

was appointed assistant ad-

jutant-general, with the

rank of lieutenant-colonel,

on the staff of Maj.-Gcn.

James A Jones, 17th Division Ohio Volunteer Militia, and

was commissioned by Gov. Chase. He also acted as in-

spector-general of division.

Judge Stickney, on coming to Norwalk, became a boarder

at the Slansion House, then kept by Obadiah Jenney, Esq.,

and, to the surprise of all, has remaiued unmarried, and

a constant boarder at one hotel, now over thirty-seven

years.

Though not a communicant he has long been an attend-

ant at St, Paul's Episcopal Church at Norwalk, and has

served several years as vestryman and clerk of the vestry,

yet charitable and liberal in bis religious views toward all

church organizations.

Judge Stickney has always had an extensive law practice,

and beeu especially successful as a collection lawyer, and, in

the settlement of estates and matters of guardianship, he

has been, through his professional life, regarded as an

upright man. -He is a gentleman of taste and culture, kind

and benevolent, esteemed by all who know him, and is an

eminently popular member of society.

A.
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«tock of skins of the fur-Waring animals, then numer-

ous in that wild, unsettled region.

At that time there was a camp of Ottawa Indians

on the bank of the " Miami of the Lukes," (now Mau-

mee River). About the middle of April, three mem-
ber* of that tribe, named Negoshcek, (Ne-go-sheek),

Negoneba, (Ne-gon-e-ba), and Negossum, (Ne-gos-

inm}, the last a boy of about seventeen years of age,

started on an expedition to the mouth of the Portage

river, and while passing down the river in their

canoes, discovered the trapper's camp, and, no doubt,

with their usual cuuniug, became fully posted as to

its valuable contents. They stayed around the mouth

of the river a day or two, "loafing,*' and the two old-

estdrinking whisky, the boy doing what he could to

prevent their getting drunk. On their return up the

river, Negosheek plotted the murder of Wood and

Bishop, aud the plunder of their camp. Negoneba

consented and agreed to assist: the \hj\, Negossum,

remaining passive from fear of Negosheek, who was

a "bad Indian" when drunk. On the morning of

Wednesday, April 21, about two hours More daylight,

thev reached the cabin of the trappers, aud, stealthily

approaching, Negosheek and Negoneba drew aside

the blanket which hung us a curtaiu over the door-

wuv, entered, and finding the trapper* asleep, each

singled out his victim, and with their ever present

tomahawks, quickly sent the two white men to a hap-

pier hunting ground. Then calling in Negossum,

the boy, who had remained outside, Negosheek com-

pelled him to strike the legs of one of the dead men

with the handle of his tomahawk, so that he should

feel that he too was a party to the crime, and from

fear of the consequences us to himself, keep it a

secret.

They now plundered the camp of its contents, con-

sisting of a gun, tea-kettle, spider, some flour, a

blanket, tow-shirt, a handkerchief, two powder horns

and powder, nine traps, three dozen muskrat skins,

some pork, and from one of the men three dollar* in

silver money. They hid the kettle, spider, flour,

traps and gun on the west side of a small stream

culled (Vane Creek, and selling the skins to a French

trader, named Ouy. who was stationed a few miles

away, then immediately started for their camp on the

Matune*.

The testimony taken at the subsequent trial show-

that they soou very indiscreetly divulged their secret

to a half-breed Indian, named Chazee, (Cha-zee),

who on going down the river, found the murdered

men still lying in their cabin where slam. He went

on to the mouth of the river, and informed one

Charles C. Tupiier. a constable, of the facts, who at

once obtained a warrant from Truman Pettiboiie, a

justice of the peace for Dunbury township.

Armed with this warrant, and accompanied by An-

son Gray, Peter Mauminin, (and perhaps others,

though it is not possible at this distant day to ascer-

tain whom, or how many), he at once went to the

camp of the Ottawa*, on the Maumcc. and made

known his errand to a frieudly Indian, named Sac-e-

saw. who at once pointed out the three implicated

Indians, and they were promptly arrested, the chief

informed of tho charge against them, and the long

and tedious return march commenced.

Ou April 3o, Tuppcr returned the warrant to tho

justice, with the three prisoners, and an examination

was at once held, the result of which was the holding

of the accused for trial in the court of common
pleas. At that examination Joint B. Flammond,

a French trader, acted as interpreter.

Negossum, the boy, was lirst examined, and con-

fessed that he was present with the others when they

committed the murder, but protested his innocence.

Negoneba was next examined, and confessed that he

was one of the men who committed tho murder on

Portage river nine nights l>efore; claiming that Ne-

gossum, the boy, struck one of the men they were

murdering, with the handle of his hatchet; and that"

Negosheek first plotted the murder, and struck the

first blow. He also confessed the taking and secret-

ing the projterty, ami the sale of some of it. Nego-

sheek was next examined, and confessed the crime.

He said when sober he had no idea of committing the

murder, but on getting drunk, he plotted the attack,

and assisted in executing it.

The prisoners were then shackled, and in charge of

Tuppcr and his assistants, started for the county seat,

Norwalk.

The party crossed Sandusky Bay on a ferry, kept

by a man named Luther Chapm, at "Ogontz Place,"

now Sandusky City. They stayed from the evening

of April .'10th to May 3d, at an inn kept by Cvrus

W. Marsh. Their bill of fare, afterwards 'allowed

by the county commissioners, and now on file in the

auditor's office, is as follows:

Vooona 577.

tSl!». Hih<>k Cm jrnr, Dr. to IX W. Marsh.

By Mr Tup|*er

April *) To I pi w'y aud seven »upper» for Indian* on iruard . *S *7if

To 1 pt. of whisky »
To 3 »up|*rs for the prisoner* | 1<

May 1 ToSVsptsofw'y «M
To 7 breakfasts for the Indian* * ost,

To 4 breakfasts and 2 supper* for himself ... 1 .V)

.1 T>> Itj pt*. w'y and : lodging IMV»

To 3M days' b-ianl fortf prisoners... 3 5<l

To 1 day's hoard for 1 prisoner SO

3. To breakfast for 3 Indian* I MM
To 3M pla w'y and 1 lodging 80

To 1 day * board for Tupper J8

Tupper. -i- -«>

May 17 T.. entertainment on bis return with the prwoner . 1 3114

t'apt. Burt's bill, by Tupiwr'a order* *7M

While at Sunditsk) one of the Indian- was taken

back to the scene of the murder, in order to point out

the precise locality of the hidden property, which he

did. and neatly all was recovered.

On arriving at Norwalk. there being no jail then,

they were all confined in a log cabin owned by Daniel

<i. Haitt. which then stood on the lot the ••Newman

block " now stands on (northwest corner of Main ami

Hester Streets), and a few rod- back from Main street.
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In this cabin they were kept, with the shackles on,

under the guard of Daniel <i. Raitt, Charles Soules,

Charles C, TupjK'r, J. <!. Thayer. Calvin Hates, and

perhaps other.-* whose names are now lost to history.

These guards were not all on duty at the -ante time,

bat nerved at different times as a relief to each other.

After being in confinement a short time the Indians

planned an esea|>e, and Negoneba and Negossum suc-

ceeded in removing their shackles, hiding them behind

a log. and by keeping covered up with their blankets

and feigning sleep escaped the su-picion of the guards.

Raitt was on guard the night of their escape, but at

midnight was relieved by Sonic.*. Not long afterward

Ncgosheek asked him to remove hi* shackles and

accompany him outside the building a few steps.

Soules removed the .-hackles from one leg. leaving it

fast to the other, and, supjmsing the two others sound

asleep, left the door open as they went out: very soon

after he saw the two Indians running away, and at

once realized that he had been made the victim of

misplaced confidence; he called to them, and also to

Raitt, for the purjM>se of arousing him. and as he did

so Negosheek jumped up and started to run. Soules

had his rifle with him and, as he gave chase, tired at

the retreating savage, and before losing sight of him

loaded and tired twice more. Satisfied that he had

wounded the fellow, and all having escaped, he re-

turned to town.

On the loth of April, John Hawk, a young man,

while out hunting along 1'ipe creek, near the west

boundary of the county, discovered Negosheek in a

swamp along the border of the creek, hunting for

"craw-fish" (the river lobster or crab), upon which,

with roots, he had lived since escaping. The shackle,

which was fust to one leg when he ran away, had

stuck to him like a brother, though rather an incon-

venient appendage in his case. After watching him

for a short time, Hawk became satisfied that the

Indian was suffering from wounds, ami concluded to

investigate his discovery mote closely, and upon ap-

proaching nearer saw the -hackles which the Indian

vainly tried to conceal; he then captured the fellow

• and took him to an old hunter named John Pum-
phrcv. who brought him back to Norwalk. l'umphrey

afterward, on Mialf of Hawk and himself, tiled a

claim for the reward of one hundred and twenty-five

dollars which the sheriff had offered for the recapture

of the three Indians, of which claim the cotnini-

ionera allowed twenty-five dollars.

Dr. Daniel Tilden was called in to Attend to the

wounded prisoner, and examination developed the

fact that Soiile was good at a running shot, for there

was one wound in the shoulder, one in the hip, and

one in the leg.

Raitt undertook the position of nurse to the

Woumkd and half-famished prisoner, and tnmed him

over fully healed In-fore he was hum.'. From that day

to his death Raitt bore the pre-fix of " Hoe.''

Soon after the e*ca|Ha of the Indians, Captain John
Boalt. the father of the late C. L Moalt. Captain

Henry Hurt, of Monroeville, and the Frenchman.

John H. Flammoml, started for the Ottawa camp on

the Maumce river, with the expectation of finding

and re-capturing the fugitives: they arranged among
themselves that Captain Hurt, who was dressed in

••regimentals" (military uniform), should be presented

to the Ottawa chief as the governor of Ohio, and that

as such he should demand the surrender of the mur-

derers. The plan proved a success, and Negoneba

I was immediately delivered up to them, searched, de-

j

prived of his weapons, his hands bound behind him,

I and with a rope fastened around his body as a leading

string, placed in charge of Captain Hurt and a guard

j

of friendly Indians, and conducted to Norwalk.

The chief insisted that Negossnni. the boy, was inno-

cent, bat upon being assured if that were true, ha

would not he injured, promised to send him on to

Norwalk in a few days. Captain Boalt and Flatn-

mond remained to see that the premise should be ful-

filled; it was. to the letter, and in due time they re-

turned the boy to the custody of the sheriff at Nor-

walk.

Captain Burt, with his prisoner and Indian guards,

made their way directly for the shore of Lake Erie.

The first night they camped in the woods; it was wet

and uncomfortable; Burt wanted a fire; upon la>ing

promised a quart of whisky, one of the guards

gathered some dry leaves upon which he emptied some
powder from his horn, and bending over, tin- pile,

struck sparks of tire into it with flint and steel: an

explosion followed, and the Indian, taken by surprise,

jumped high in the air, but the tire was started, and

the whisky was forgotten by the faithless "pale-face."

He. however, was reminded of the promise the next

day, by the Indian performing in pantomime what he

had acted in earnest the night before; the whisky

was delivered, and faith was kept.

At the lake shore the Indian guards turned back,

and Burt leading his prisoner by the rope, proceeded

on his journey. Once Negoneba thought his chance

had conic to escape, and with a sudden spring, made
a hold and des|>erate strike for liberty, but Hurt, who
was a large, muscular man, in the prime of life, gave

him some vigorous jerks with the rope; and then

seizing him by the shoulders, shook him so severely

as to effectually <|iiell all thoughts of further resist-

ance.

They arrived at Marsh's tavern on the 17th of May,

and from there Tupper accompanied them to Nor-

walk. Here Negoneba was again searched, and a

knife, probably given him by his squaw just In-fore

the commencement of the journey, was found se-

creted on his person. Had Burt been less watchful

and determined, he probably would have followed

|

Wood and Bishop to the happy hunting ground, on

a free pass from the hand of this desperate savage.

On Tuesday, the 18th of May. 1819, the court of

common pleas commenced its session in the old

court house, which then stood where the present court

house now -lands, but was removed many years ago
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t<> tlie fast side of "Enterprise Howl," afterwards

"Mechanic stmt." now "Whittlesey avenue." and

is the ••Central Hotel" building, kept by A. H.

Kose.

Hon. George Tod, father of Ex-governor Tod, was

presiding judge; lions. Jahez Wright, Stephen

Meeker and Rzm Sprague were the associate judges.

The late James Williams, of N'orwalk, was elerk;

Lyman Harwell, then of Xorwalk. since for many
years of Wateitowu. New York, sheriff; Kbenczer

Lane, then of N'orwalk. and for many years since

chief justice of Ohio, was prosecuting attorney, ami

was assisted by Peter Hitchcock, of Cleveland, after-

ward for many yenrs a judge of the supreme court

of Ohio.

The indictment returned by the grand jury against

these Indians charges the crime to have been com-

mitted "at Lower Sandusky, in the said county of

Huron." It will he seen by reference to ('base's

Statutes, vol. 3, page 2,110, that Huron county was

set off, February Tth. lsmi, as the five western-most

ranges of the Connecticut Western Reserve; being

that part called the Five lands: By act of January

31st, (Chase's Statutes, vol. 3, page 2.120), a

portion of the unorganized territory west of the

Reserve and north of its south line, reaching about as

far west as the present western boundaries of San-

dusky and Ottawa counties, was attached to Huron
county for judicial purposes: Lower Sandusky was

within this attached territory.

A copy of the indictment found against the three

parties charged, taken from the first volume of "Law
Records" or Huron county court of common pleas,

is as follows:

Meas before the honorable, the president, at)' I Judges of the curt of

.-otuim.il pleas, holdeu at Xorwalk. in and for the county "f Huron
and State of Ohio. In the term of May. A.D.. Hit,

no. ft-MAT

State or Omo\

XeoowHEEE.
XK(*osjeHY L

AXD
|

NEOOIsSI'M /

Stt'lr of Onto, C'oirnfy of Huron.

At a court of common plea** liegun and holden at the court house In

Xorwalk. within and for the county of Huron, on the eighteenth day of

May. in the year of our Lord one thousand fight hundred and nineteen,

before the honorable George Tod, president, and Jabez Wright. Stephen
Meeker and Exra Spragtie. E&|* . associate Judges holding said court.

The grand juror* of the State of Ohio. In and for wild county of Huron,
to-wit: Henry Jeffry. Tinker R, Smith. Isaac Powers. Elihu Clary. John
Prewry, Augustus K. Demlck. Oaniel Curtis Eirklel Barn.-*, James
Fonnfin, Charles Hubhell. Reutien t'lxley. Henry Barney, Silas (t Strong,

William Gallup and Ell Holllday . food and lawful in-n of said county,

then and there duly returned, tried, iiupanneled. charged and sworn to

inquire for the le-ly of thee unty of Huron, do. upon their oaths In the

name and by the authority "f the State of Ohio, present and find that

Xegosheek. an Indian or the tribe Ottmrat, Xegoneby. an Indian of the

»aid tribe, and Xegossum, an Imlian of the same tribe, at Lower San-

dusky, In the said county of Huron, on the twenty first day Ot April, In

the year one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, not having the fear

of God before their eyes, hut moved and seduced by the Instigation of

the devil, with force and arms in and upon the lni.lv of John Wo.nl, in

t he peace of Hod an I the State of i >hio, then and there I wing feloniously,

unlawfully, willfully, purposely and <,f deliberate ami premeditated]

malice, did make an assault: and the said Negosheek, with a tomehawk
in his right handthen and then- held, of the value ,.f one dollar, the said

John Wood, in ami upon the hea>l of Into the -aid Wood, behind the left

17

/iifficfmrnf /or AfnmVr.

ear of him the said W.md, and alao In and upon the left side of the head
over the left shoulder uf him the said Wood, then and there feloniously,

unlawfully, willfully, purposely and of his deliberate and premeditated

malice, did strike, cut and penetrate, then and there firing to him the

said John Wood, with the tomehawk aforesaid, in and U|>oii the head

behind the left ear of him the said John Wood, and alfo in and u,k.d the

left side of the head ami over the left shoulder of him the said John

Wood, two mortal wounds, each of the breadth of three inches and or

the depth or three inches, or which said mortal wounds the said John
Wood then and there instantly died; ant the said Xegoneby and the

said Xegossum, at the time or the committing the sai.1 felony and rnur

der hy the said Negosheek in the manner and form aforesaid, unlaw-

fully, feloniously, willfully, purposely and of their deliberate and pre-

meditated malice, were present aiding, assisting, abetting, counselling,

procuring, helping, comforting and maintaining the said Xegosheek the

felony and murder aforesaid in manner and form aforesaid to do. com
mir and perpetrate: and so the jurors aforesaid, upon their oathsafore-

said, do further say that the sad Negosheek and the said Xegoneby

and the said Xegossum. him, the said John WikkI, then and there, in

manner and form aforesa d, feloniously, un'awfully. willfully, pur-

posely and of their deliberate and |; > meditated malice, did kill and

murder, contrary to the form of the statute, in such case made and pro-

vided, and against the pence and dignity of the State of Ohio.

And the Jurors aforesaid, at the tetm aforesaid, and on their oath

aforesaid, in the name and by the authority aforesaid, do further pre-

sent and find that the «ald Xegieheek. the said XVgoneby. and the «aid

Negossum, at Loaer Sandusky aforesaid.-on the twenty 11. st day of

April, aforesaid, not hairing the fear of God before their eyes, but

moved and seduced by the instigation of the devil, with force and arnia

in ami upon the body of George Bishop, in the peace of (S.k! and -f the

State of Ohio, then and there l*lng feloniously, unlawfully, willfully.

piirp"M-ly. ami of their deliberate at.d premeditated malice, did make
an assault, and that the said Xegoneby. with a certain tomehawk, of

the value of one dollar, in his, the said Xegoneby a right hand, then and

there hit the said George Bishop In and upon the head of him. the said

George Bishop, and also in ami ii|H.n the breast of him. the said

George Bishop, then and there unlawfully, feloniously, wilfully, pur-

posely, and of his deliberate and premeditated malLe, did strike, cut,

and penetrale; giving to the said George Bishop, then and there with

the tomehawk aforesaid, in and upon the head of the said Geoige

Bishop six mortal wounds, of the breadth of three inches, ami the depth

of three inches each, and also giving to him. the said George Bishop,

then and there, with the tomehawk aforesaid, in and upou the breast of

the said George Bishop two other mortal wounds, each of the breadth

of three iiiches. and of the depth ot six inches: of which mortal wounds

the said George Bishop then and there instantly died And that the

said Xegosheek, and the said Xeg.wsuin.at the time or committing the

•ar.iresaid. by the said Xcg-neby, in

and or their.

abetting, counselling and procuring, helping,

maintaining the said Xegoneby the felony and murder last i

aforesaid, in manner and form aforesaid, to do. commit, and
]

and »o the Jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths aforesaid, do further say

that the said Xegosheek. and the said Xegoneby, and the said Xegossum.

him. the said George Bishop, then and there, in manner and form

aforesaid, feloniously, unlawfully, wilfully, purposely, and of their de-

liberate and premeditated malice, did kill and murder, contraryito the

form or the tdatute. in such case made and provided, and against the

peace and dignity of the State of Ohio
^^ ^ ^^

I'pon the back of which indietment appears the

following, to wit

:

"A true bill t iled May term. SMS
Sins G

.

i, rVoVNirin.

The trial took place on Friday. May '.'lst. The

court-room was crowded to its fullest capacity, and

many who could not gain access were congregated in

the front yard. David Abbott, of A\erv (the old

county scat), and Samuel Cow.es,' of Cleveland,

appeared as attorneys for the Indians.

On being arraigned ami the indictment read and

interpreted to them, each plead "not guilty," and

demanded separate trials.

NcgO»eb% WHS Aral pat upon trial, a jury called and

he informed of his right of challenge, which he at

once exercised by rejecting every red-headed man on

the list. The jury finally selected and sworn were
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Jii-iuli liuiiury, Ezra Abbott, William Walking, Syl-

vester Poinerov, William R. Heche, Samuel Spencer,

Moody Mears, Daniel Mack, Royal N. Powers, Da nit'

I

Warren, William Speers anil Isaac Allen.

The witnesses fur the State were Charles C. Tapper,

the half-breed Chuzee, Abiather Shirley. Barnabas

Meeker, and some others called on minor matters.

The prosecutor made no opening argument.

Cowles. for the defense, read some authorities and

addressed the jury upon the evidence. Hitchcock,

for the State, replied, and upon a charge from the

court the jury retired, and soon returned with a

verdict of murder in the lirst degree.

XeKonheek was next put upon trial before the fol-

lowing jury: Anthony Beers, Samuel Cockrane,

Beckwith Cook, Jacob Hawhn, Jtflm Barney. Samuel

B. Carpenter, Gamaliel Townsend, Samuel B. Lewis,

Joseph Strong. Jared Ward, Joseph Ozier and Levi

Cole. The same witnesses appeared for the state as

in the tirst case: and a like verdict was rendered.

Negossum. the bov, was then put upon trial, but

the testimony was so clearly in his favor that the

prosecutor declared he would not further prosecute

the indictment against him, and the court ordered

his discharge.

Negoneba and Negosheek were sentenced by the

court to be remanded to the jail from whence they

came, and there remain until the lirst day of July

next, and from thence, between the hours of ten and

twelve o'clock in the forenoon of said day, be taken

by the sheriff of the county to the place of execution,

and then and there, by said sheriff, l>c hanged by the

nock until they bo dead.

They did not approve of the sentence of hanging,

and asked that they might be shot, but when they

fully realized that they should surely l»c hung, they

tried experiments upon each other; one would lie

down upon his back and the other would sit astride

of him, and with both hands clasped around his neck,

choke him until nearly gone, and then let go; when

sufficiently recovered, he would slowly arise and

sagely shake his head and exclaim, "ugh! no good,

no good;" thou they would change places, and the

compliment l>o returned in kind, with the same result:

it was still " No good, no good."

The day of execution was warm and sultry. At an

early hour people began to gather from far and near,

dressed in the rude costume of those days; with the

men. "buckskin trousers" wore common; and one

young man. who in coming from Huron had got his

(not doeskin eaSsiniere) '•breeches" thoroughly wet

in passing a creek, found them stretching down toau

inconvenient length; lie cut off enough to make them

right, they continued to stretch, ho cut them off

again and again; on arriving at Nonvalk the hot sun

began to dry them and they began to .shrink, and

kept on shrinking until the bottoms crawled up above

his knees, and in that plight ho liecanie an object of

alino>t as much at lent ion as the two criminal*.

Seven or eight Indians. Ottawa-, were present at

the execution, some of them being the ones who bad

assisted in their capture mil both occai -.

The "gallos" (gallows) was erected on the sand

ridge just south of Main street, on the lot and near

the site of the resilience of A. G. Post. Esq., next

west of the Episcopal cemetery.

A rifle company formed one or two years before, of

about one hundred men. uuder command of Captain

Henry Burt, attended the execution as a guard, and

to assist the civil authorities.

They inarched to the jail, and the prisoners having

been dressed in their shrouds, with ropes around

their necks, were taken out by the sheriff and placed

in a wagon, and, escorted by the guard, taken to the

place of execution, when lieing asked if they had

anything to say. Negosheek spoke a few words in

broken English, but what he said cannot now l>e

ascertained.

After life was extinct the bodies were placed in

coffins and buried at the place of execution. The

civil officers and military company then marched to

the house of Capt. Boalt, and wore furnished a boun-

tiful repast by him, after which a funeral discour.-c

was preached by the Rev. William Hanford, a Pres-

byterian clergyman.

Before Negosheek wus executed he confessed the

murder of six other white men, previous to that of

Wood and Bishop.

This was the lirst important criminal trial in

Huron county, and the first execution in Norwalk.

Since then there has been only one other execution

for murder in Norwalk; that of Bennett Scop for the

murder of a peddler named Jacob Goodman in Green-

field township, on the 9th day of October, A. I).

18tti».

The cost of the capture and trial of the Indians

was a heavy tax upon the new settlement, and the

bills rendered are primitive curiosities. Some of them

are here given in the original form and spelling:

Vm-CBM So «W
. _ _ .

Hi'bon coi sttto Jaanaua, Da*u*o * Co., on.

Paid Bass *i* «'

< ni i n. It no

Faq*hk*aaaa »"»
Jam*. » ou

Undeno » »»

Measaeka. . » e>

ogeuw •«»
Thunder 1*

$T3 SO

«,««ls aud provision* to Mr. Tup|>er for Hum* after pro

perty:

I deer akin •
•»»

W feet bed cord It

Wit lb bacon 5 35

felh. yoiioff hv«.,n tea M
Paid Indians f-.r x-ln* after property as |.er order ..f C.

Tupper:

1 black »ilk liandk'f I »
Hyrd. calico SI

*yrd rlbben **

3vrd plan! » M
1 bandana handkf I «*>

ta

Jiumxik. Pabuxo 4 Co..

Allowed. Per Mi*.*.- Kabwill
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ocean No 65*.

May 22 Huron county to Charles C Tupper. one dollar and. sixty-

two Accent*. Charles C Tipper

Note - On the back nf the voucher i« the following:

Charles 0. Tupper deter to Enos Gilbert, for liqur whist on gard.

thirteen shilling * sixpence C ham.ui 0 Tcfper.

This claim was allowed by the commissioners, and entered on their

journal as follow*:

To C. Tupper. for services »1 6iJ»

Voicher (MS
Hiron C'oi-stv to Charles C. Tcpper, Dr

My services It days In apprehending, securing and delivering the

Indians on the Ami expedition *36 00

Ditto, ditto. 14 days on the second expedition .., .VS 00

( 'ash paid for expenses In pursuit of Indians 7 00

Ditto, to t* paid to Anson Gray for 7 days service* in apprehend-
ing and securing the Indians on first expedition 10 80

, to Peter Mautninin for 5 days service In apprehend-

I interpreting on first expedition 10 00

« .lays services for ditto, on second
". io as

Ditto, ditto. Wm. Austin, « days services for ditto, on second ex-

pedition 0 00

ma 75

Note.—The following addition to the bill Is In the hand-writing

of E. Lane, then prosecuting attorney:

Two days attending as guard 2 00

C harles C Tupper. attending the grand Jury three day* 1 50

E Lane, Prot. Att'y. HM *>

VowHER 634

Coi-nty or HraoxTo John B, Fleming, Dr.

To eleven days service to pursue, retake and interpret for the

Indian prisoners, «J $4 per day $44 00

Norwalk, 22d May. 1S1» J B Flammond '

'This Is Hammond's owo signature and shows the correct

in all the records it is spelled

Corsmr or lit ron, Dr. to H. Burr

Voicher No 33 (new numberingi

D» The Honorable the Commissioners ro« the County of Huron to
JuB.N B FLAMMOND.

2 (lays services, 30th June and 1st July, as Interpreter <4 00

Note -This bill was allowed by the commissioners, and enter-d In

their journal as follows:

To John B Fleming, for services hanging Indian «4 00

Voucher So 17 (new numbering).
Swan creek, 11th May. 1N19.

Liect Charles C Tvpper Dr. to Matthew M< Kelvey

May 11. To »l-4 lb bacon. a* 7 SOfc

l*|t. whlaky. « Is . ... SO

Vi. To 1 qt. whisky. * J7H
Money paid Mr. Printls, Ss I 00

1 pt. whisky, lis; to % pt , Is; lo I qt , 3s 75

Whisky for your men. Is . SO

IS To I qt. whisky. 3s....

Money paid Capt . Henderson. 0* I lv'Vi

1 qt. whisky. 3a 37H
Paid Joseph Printls. Ws | mi

Ro|>e to bind an Indian, 8s 37)$

14 To 2 qts whisky n

Lyman Farwell pay Matthew MchVlvcy the above amoiiut. and
oblige yours. Sc. it being articles had on our campaign after the runa
way Indian*. Charles C Ti pi-er.

Note —The use of the "necessaries of life" on the campaign men-
tioned in the above bill, wen- in about the following proportion: One
quart of whisky to four jmunds of bacon Hominy, potato, s and lodg-

ing were either not necessary. ..r were thrown in as not of sufficient

I So. If (new i

Swan Creek. 18th iUy. 1MB.
Mr. Bolt Dr. to Matthew Ui Kelvey.

To two gal whisky «a it.)

To two bind hands, three day* a 00
To u*e of boat same time

t o«

riorn
MarriiKw M< Kehi v

To charges in

Service. in

May SSd, \m

Vol'CHER f.5H

COl'STY OK
To nine dav* services to Pursue

Norwalk, 22d May, WW

84 75

16 00

Henry

. to John HoaLT. Dr
£ 4$ 30 no

tar no

Voi-cheh «K

to nine days • ervises on

day and night.

County or Huron. Dr
>e inglns a dollar a

Norwalk. May the as, 1H1»

D O Raitt

Vol ( he* 644.

Gentlemen Commissioner* or Hiror County :— J O
serve.) live day* as a Guard during this term of Court

Lyman Farwell. Sheriff
Norwalk. May «. 1*19.

$.-. 00 allowed.

Voicher 823

Gentlemen Commissioner* or Huron County -Calvin Bate* has

served two days In Guarding Prisoner*, during this term of the Court.

May 21st. 1819 Lyman Farwell. Sheriff

m cts allowed by Commissioner!

' aaa
Huron Cot'KTY to Lyman Farwell, Dr.

To paying Guard at Portland 4 .10

To transporting Prisoners 5 00

To cash paid Tupper. 8 31—«12 SI

Norwalk. May **. 1*19

I. John Pvmphry, do heteby certify that John Hawk and myself

_

did. on the 1Kb of this instant, take up Negosaheek. one of the Indian

murders and on the I*th Instant delivered said Indian to the Jailor of

Huron County, for which we the said John Hawk and John

the Reward offered by the Sheriff of said county. It
'

I and twenty-five dollars Norwalk. May 1S1U

Allowed on the

Voucher &2>i.

The sum of twenty five dollars Is allowed Peter Hitchcock for agisting

in prosecuting the plea* of the State In the county of Huron, at the May
term. Wit. By order of the Court Georoe Tod. Pres't

Voi cher uss
Couxty or Huron to Samuel Cowuta, Dr

To assisting on the trial of Nnugrshek, Negonebee and Negossum as

Counsel for prisoner*. *25 00

May term. 1*19 The above amount Is allowed by order of the Court
Georoe Tod. Prea'l.

Voi cher No :i« new numbering!

Allowed to Exra Abbott:

July the 1. 1*19 Dr 'he Commissinoer* or the County or Hi hon

To building Hallos 14 0i>

to two Coffins -4 each 8 00

to making Si owd 1 00

to one shirt

Voucher 1H
Hi ron Coi nty Dr. to Alman

Dr to Diging Grave for Indians SI 00

July 1. l»!9. Certllled by me. Lyman Farwell, Sheriff

Voicher 112 no w uumberln* V

May lib IflS. Coittty or Hi ron, Dr.

To b.«r.iing3Indinu*slxdavs 1- days

They then escai>e.l.

AfHrwarris basset 11 days.

N. i.'iinnel.a 7 days.

Vvr.-.tiro I • lav -

Rowlin " days

1 owning 6 days.

To the end of May Court •">» days - 7 weeks 5 days

Kowlin two week* *week*.

Two Indians rive week* four days II we^ks I day

nt two dollars p week 20 WMfel '1 dny*
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-Mx da>« Ji'days.

Two " four days S days

Four " seven days !!S days
Five two days 10 days

.v* days * w ccks a day*
Three " Ave weeks three days . IS - C »

W weeks I .lays

Three old shirt*. l.M 2*H weeks at if-V> |xr
tnt* lb candles at a*. tld «.*<

Meals for extra (iuaida .V0>< J til -W

14 meals for seven Indians . 3 Ml Criminal . .. H 8)f
Whisky to dres* the wounds IT S3

of the Indians and extra

Guanine Gallon* . LIS Mi MM

Ending July 1st inp.. *tr .-<l

tt#> J4 for Lvius Fakweu., shrriffi.

! .V - UlUlERT.

Kot« —For much of the inf.iriuatlou contained In the foregoing ac

e >unt of facta, scenes and incidents attending the murder, capture,
trial nnd conviction, the writer is largely indebted to an article pub-

lished lu the Firr-land* Fitmerr of June. I««i, page 13. Aim. to official

records and Rles. and to bis own meinorv of ci nversatlou between
"Doc. Railf and the late Hallet tiallup. In hU hearing when a boy

KBMOVAL OF THE COCNTT SEAT.

In September of 1815, Piatt Benedict, then of Dan-
bury. Connecticut, came west tit pros|>eet for u new
hume. He stopped to soe bis cousin, Eli Bough ton,

then living at Cautield. Trumbull county, Ohio, ami
was there introduced to Elisha Whittlesey. Mr. Whit-

tlesey was about starting for Huron county with Judge
Todd, to attend the first court soon to be held at the
'• old county seat." Mr. Benedict joined their com-

pany and came on with them.

The first court was held at the house of Darid

Abbott, and there was a very general dissatisfaction

expressed at the location, and the propriety of select-

ing another site was freely discussed. Some |>ersoii

(whose name cannot now be ascertained) suggested

that there was a fine sand ridge in Xorwalk township

that would make a good location.

Major Frederick Folly, of Margaretta township, was

one of the parties present at that court: and after

the adjournment, he, Mr. Whittlesey and Mr. Bene-

dict, started to examine the "sand ridge*' with the

intention of ascertaining its desirability as a site for

:he future seat of justice, and no doubt with some

speculative design in view. Ou arriving at the place

of Abijah Comstock, they invited him to accompany

them and act as guide. After "prospecting"' the site

of the future city which loomed up in their "minds'

eve," and finding good water (which the opponents

of a change of county scat assorted "i-ould not be

bad in that barren sand ridge"), they turned their

steps towards Cleveland, and soon after arriving then-,

drew up and signed on agreement, the original of
j

which is now iu possession of the writer, and is as

follows:

This Agreement, made ibis the :»'ith day of Octol»T. isir., by and
betneeij Frederick Fall}, I'Uilt Benedict and Ellslia Whittlesey, wit-

ticsscth that they have, and by the*? presents do covenant, mill agree

to and w ith each other, to purchase >»• much of the fourth section, in

the town of Norwalk, In the county of Huron. a» la for sale. la-longing

to Eli Starr. Miatnrr Pantleld and Betsey Canflcld. Wm Taylor and
Abigail Taylor, John tlodd and the heirs of Ephraphu* W. Bull, and If

the whole of their rights in Mid section cannnt lie purchase.!, then they

agree to purchase so much of each of the above proprietors at can be

procured, and pay therefor nt such price, and on such terms oi
I

payment as shall be agree,! .,n by the |*-rsou making such purchase, in

the fallowing proportion*, to wit The said Frederick Fally one fourth

of the purchase money, the said I'latt Benedict, oue-fourth. and the

aaid Elisha Whittlesey, one half of Ihe purchase money, li is, howevar,

mutually agreed that if Mathew B Whittlesey and Moss White, or either

of them if both do not consent and agree to become partners in the

purchase, may one or either of them be permitted to take one fourth

of the purchase, which Is to tie deducted from the proportion agreed

above to be taken by the said E Whittlesey, ou their agreeing if

Itoth emisent. or on either of them agreeing if only on** consents, to

become part proprietors hi the purchase, to be liound by the cove-

nants which bind each of the above contracting parties, which shall

tie evidenced by expressing the intent!'. n in signing these covenants,

with appropriate ami Ml words to bind him or them to each of the

almve contracting parties, in which case each of us hereby agree to

liecomc honnd to him or them, as we shall Is- to each other lu these

covenants We further covenant and agree io and with each ..(her,

that on effecting the put chase aforesaid, or a part thereof, in case the

Include a suitable site for a town, to lay out a plat of
i

In extent to the object in view , and In case the seat or
.

is removed from where it is now established In the county oC I

on to the land! which may 1* purchased in said »ecilou as above: or If

the legislature should appoint a committee to view for a suitable place

to which to remove the seat of Justice to. that such part aud proportion

of said plat shall and may lie offered for the use and benefit of the

county, for the erection of pul.be buildings a* shall hereafter be agree.

I

ou by a majority of the pr. prietors voting by the interest each one may
have, the least share counting one vote, and to increase in proportion to

the >|uantum of interest, in case that quantum shall double to the least

share, an t so on in the same ratio

It is further covenanted aud agreed, to dispose of right to the plat

to the best advantage, either at public or private sale, or so much
thereof as may be thought advisable, to la- agreed on in the same
manner as is above covenanted In case any difference of opinion should

exist We further covenant aud agree to lay off the residue of the land

Into suitable' out lots and farms, and dispose of the same io the DSWt

advantage for those concerned, aud whereaa aome one ..r more of the

contracting parties may wish to reside on some imrt* of said land. It la

further agreed that a preference shall In- giv-n to such iu the i

of suitable quantity or land, or such lots as he or they i

paying therefor such price as the i

and whereas it is doubtful in whose name a deed or contract may be

given, it is further covenanted and agreed that the person in whose
name the contract is executed, or to whom the deed* may l>e given,

shall, prior to disposing of any of aald lands, bind himself in suitable

bonds, payable M the other proprietors, for the faithful accounting for

all moneys received, and pa> ing over the same to the other proprietors

in the proportion they may own whenever thereunto required Each of

the contracting parties binds himself to the other, and each of them
to bear the projMitiiouable part of the expense that may be incurred in

procuring an article or a title ror the above lands, or so much thereof

as cau Is- purchased. The intention of the contracting |*rtles lieing to

erect and build a town on some part of the above lands, if purchased, it

is agree-) that each one is to render all Ihe assistance in his power to

procure settlers and promote the settlement H is further agreed, that

no one of the contracting parties shall sell <

chase to a

proprietors

In wilne

triplicates hereof, which an- delivered to each of the

ties the day and year above written, vu October *

Frederics Faixey. tu a.)

Turn- —mJMJI, [i- a. |

E. Whittlesey. |i_ » I

Upon the execution of the foregoing contract it

was arranged (hat Mr. Benedict should return to

Connecticut ami effect the purchases contemplated,

upon the best terms attainable: and ho tit once started,

taking the following letter, addressed by Elislia

Whittlesey to Ins brother. Mathew B. Whittlesey, of

Danburv, Connecticut, explaining the foregoing con-

tract, and soliciting his co-operation:

Cleveland. October HI, IS15

1'rjkB Ba.'TMER You will perceive by contract In the [kmssmsiou of

Mr Beue.li.-t that he. Major Fally. and myself, design purchasing a tra. t

of land lying In the fourth section of the town of Norwalk By tlu«

May y,.u w ill he able bl see the situation of Ihe land among the severs I

owner- Mr B-m-dict will inform you of the prospect of moving the

•eat of Justice The trad .if land is a valuable one and can soon he

disposed ..f, even if we ,lj..iil.| full In the object we have in view

The site un tins tract. u« t.ed by st.in ai:d l atin. Id. is as handsome as

any oue I e»er *,« Mr. Benedict w ill descend into particulars, as also
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of the laud adjoining We should be happy of having you join, and
Col Mo* White. If consistent, otherwise the part* reserved will l>e di,

poaed of here. We wish your assistance in making thin purchaae. and
leave It Tor you. Mr. Benedict aud Mr. White to devise the most eligible

plan . If the deed la taken in the names of a part of the proprietor*. It

I that suitable covenants will be. entered into to secure the

i in t ,e participation of the proAta of the contract* It will be-

come necessary that those who reside here bare the disposal of the litis,

and be able to give titles, or otherwise you will perceive the business

would be much procrastinated and embarrassed The price of land in

the unsettled towns ailjoining is from one dollar to two dollars and two
dollars ami fifty cents per acre. We have not pr**cril»ed Mr, Benedict

aa to the price, but wish the purchase on the most favorable terms.

If contract cannot be made with Starr and Canlleld we propone to

purchaae so much as they will sell, provided they come in and are

bound with the rest of us, for the building the town. But we do
not wish to have any thing to do with it, unless the business Is so

arranged that lands can be disposed of with a certainty of having the

> U> the purchaser. Major Fally is a man
of respectability, business and honor, and well calculated to be engaged
In buslnesH of this kind . You will

be i

plicate i

, they need not Hatter themselves of the seat of

justice, for there are other places which will be favored.

Since writing the above Mr Benedict and Fally wish the title to be
I ultimately In me Of that do as you shall judge best. Mr. Ben

I Inform you of the health of my family. Ac.- In haste.

Yours affectionately. E. Whittlesey

The following memoranda appear on the back of

this letter, in the handwriting of Piatt Benedict,

showing his disbursements while on the trip to make
the purchase contemplated by the contract:

EXrKNSES BY rt-»TT BENEDICT.

Nov. 19. a .lay* to New Mllford, and
Jan » i day to New Milford and
March *7. To 1 day and expenses to New

To postage of 3 letters

April I, Cash paid Col Taylor

do. do. do. do

Moss White paid do UN
M B Whittlesey do in oo

paid 19th July 23 00

59 no

p.

I days going to

expense* with Mrs. Bull.

15 no

to complete the

Amount of expense and cash paid by P Benedict aa above,

Caah paid by P.

do for expense

April .1. 1S15 —Contracted with Wm Taylor for 5flv» acres in Norwalk,
Ohio, for gl,*10. Paid him $10. Plait Benedict, Matthew B. Whittlesey,

Moss White notes as follows: one note on demand to Eli Mygatt. for

II Si—one to Col. Taylor, sixty days, J«6—one Tor Stao, one year from

1Mb Nov., 1815.-P. Benedict note on demand for SWi-one note for
one year from date-one for S«8 payable * yean, from date

one of $406 payable 3 years from date.

o»s White. July Mb.-Pald on the note on
by M. White and SI 5 by P.

Mr. Benedict, having left Cleveland on or about

October 31, on horseback, readied Danbury in eleven

days, making an average daily ride of over fifty miles,

and. on the 15th of November, went to New Milford,

sixteen miles distant, and commenced negotiations

with Colonel William Taylor, who, •• in right of his

wife," held part of the desired land. After several such

trips, he at length, on April 3. 18U;. concluded a

contract with him for five hundred and sixtv-two

acres, for the sum of one thousand two hundred and
ten dollars. This purchase covered the land upon

which all of the original town plat of Norwalk east of

Hester street was afterwards laid out. Eight hun-
dred and twelve acres were also purchased of Mrs.

Polley Bull for two dollars per acre. This land lies

east of the Taylor tract, and all of the east part of

the present village south of the section line is built

upon it. The Taylor tract was part of the claim of

fire sufferer, Ezra Starr; and the Policy Bull tract

was part of claim of fire sufferer, John McLean.

In accordance with the suggestion of Mr. Whit-

tlesey, in his letter to his brother above given, Mathew
B. Whittlesey ami E. Moss White entered into the

enterprise and joined with Mr. Benedict in giving

notes for the purchase price of the lands, as fully

appears by many papers in the writer's possession.

On April 8, 1816, Colonel Win. Taylor executed a

deed of the five hundred and sixty-two acre tract to

Elisha Whittlesey; and, on June 8, 1816, Mrs. Bull

executed a deed of the eight hundred and twelve acre

tract to the same party. The reason of these deeds

being executed to Mr. Whittlesey is fully explained in

his foregoing letter. On the execution of the deeds

they were at once sent on to Mr. Whittlesey, and he

soon after came on. and, after consulting Major Un-
derbill, employed Almond Buggies as a surveyor to

run out a portion of the laud into village lots and plat

the same. On October 16. 1810, the survey and plat

having l>ccn completed, Mr. Whittlesey signed and

acknowledged the plat before Jabez Wright, associate

judge, and the same day it was received for record

and recorded in volume one of records of deeds on

page seventeen, by Ichabod Marshall, recorder. The
instrument recorded with the plat contains the fol-

lowing dedication: " Lot thirteen is given for a site

to build a court house, lot twelve a meeting house, lot

one for an academy or college, and lot twenty-four for

a goal"—evidently meaning gaoj, or jail. The court

house and jail now stand on lot thirteen, the Metho-

dist Church on lot twelve, Whittlesey Academy on lot

one. and the Parker Block on lot twenty-four.

From the fact that the gift of these lots appears

upon the records in the name of Elisha Whittlesey

alone, the impression long since sprang up in this

community that to him only belonged the credit of

the grant. The foregoing contract ami Mr. Whittle-

sey's letter to his brother with the other facts stated

in this history, fully disprove the correctness of that

impression. Mr. Whittlesey, in executing that dedi-

cation, and having it recorded, acted in fad as a

trustee for himself, M. B. Whittlesey, E. M. White

and Piatt Benedict, and they deserve the credit

jointly with him.

Frederick Fallcy, living in Margaretta township,

never fulfilled his part of the contract by advancing

any part of the purchase money, nor of the excuses,

and was <|iiietlv dropped out.

On September U, lsir, Mr. Benedict arrived in

Norwalk township with his family, and finding his

house, which he had put up in the spring of 1817,

burned to the ground, at once elected another one ou
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the same site, and on November 4, 1817, commenced
work clearing, a* appears by the following entries

selected from his account book, now in pOMtttion of

the writer:

1817 -Nor 4. To 4 days and team clearing out road on ridge $5.00

181*.-May ft To 1 gall. wldsky for hands clearing ground I SO

To 4 d*H Wearing ground for county sent 4.00

Then sonic change seems to hare been decided upon

in the arrangement and plan of the plat: as a result,
j

four of the eight two rod alleys, between the present

Benedict avenue and Medina street, were vacated,

and the arrangement of lots changed to correspond,

and tt* thus changed, it now remain*: but no record

was ever made of that change, and as the old plat

recorded in ISIO is the only one upon the county re-

cords, title searchers are puzzled, at this day, to ac-

count for the wide variance bet ween the recorded and

the actual plat.

The writer has found among the papers of Piatt

Benedict, an ancient, much worn map of the present

actual plat, but there is no endorsement upon it.

showing by whom, or when it was made. A fair copy

of it is now in possession of E. S. Houghton, present

recorder of deeds.

The following entries, also taken from the account

book of .Mr. Benedict, give a little more light upon

this change:

isis -j m* is ToidtywncjrlNiinAlagrlBfMttampM N.*
To boardinit surveyor and hand 1 day each TS

This strange omission in not having the changed

plat recorded, might, long years ago, have been seized

upon as a pretext for vexatious litigation, but the

statutes of repose have long since thrown their pro-

tecting mantle over it.

In the year 181?, schemes were devised, and plans

perfected for accomplishing the second step in this

campaign for the capture of the county seat. I'eti-
|

tions were circulated, and the result shows they must

have been tpiite generally signed.

In the mean time, a number of men of energy

and public spirit had come in, and settled upon the

new town plat, and by the spring of ISIS, it began

to assume the dignity of a village. A subscription

paper was circulated to rain- funds for the erection of

county buildings, and several hundred dollars were

raised. Almond Rutrgles wa- employed to go to !

Columbus in January. ISIS, with the petitions for

removing the county seat, and "lobby" a bill through

the legislature; this he did siiccc-sftillv. and was paid

for that son'ice a- appears by the following receipt,

the original of which is now in possession of Miner

Cole, Es<(.:

Received of Peter Tlcc and Piatt Benedict, one hundred * liar* for

services rendered In going to Columbus, f'-r the purpose ••( srttllng the

questi-m as to the removal id the •-at <if Justice to Norwalk. at the

request of those Interested Aijm.mj Hi c.<.i.«s

The bill passed by the legislature. ap|Miinted a

commission of three persons "to \iew the present

ami xitrh othtr w'fVs f'»r 'cats <>f ittftticv, it* might be

shown to them in the county of Huron," and *)ito

charged the commission with the duty of appraising

the damage which those who had purchased property

at the old county seat would suffer by the removal

of it.

At the time appointed for a meeting of the com.

missioners, only two were present. The following

places were applicants for the location, viz.: Abbott's

place in Eldridge (Berlin): Milan. Abijah Comstock's

place on section two of this town; Gibbs and Lock-

wood's Corners (now Alling's Corners), Norwalk vil-

lage, Monroeville, Widow 1'arker's (on the west side

of Huron river opposite Milan), and Saadusky City.

The commission proceeded to view all the proposed

sites, selected Norwalk, and appraised the damages

of the several projierty owners at the old site at a

total of three thousand four hundred and forty dollars.

Most of the foregoing facts will more fully appear

by reference to the following bond which explains

itself, and which was, no doubt, an important Jactor

in determining the action of the commission:

Know all act »v Truest phkmxt* Thai we, Elisha Whittlesey anil

Plait Benedict, as principals, and David Underbill. Levi Cole. Peter

Ticeand Daniel Tildcn. as sureties, are firmly bound and obliirated t<.

Abijah (onistock. treasurer of the county of Huron, and his successors

in said office, and to Ebenexer Merry. Ephralm Quimby, Frederick W
Fowler, Lyman Fay. Ichabod Marshall. Richmond Rhodes. Othniel

Flel<U and Joseph Kairns, In the penal sum of eight thou«and dollar.,

to the payment of which sum we hereby bind ourselves, our heirs, and

executor*, firmly by these presents, signed with our hands, and sealed

with our seals, this, the eighth day of May. in the year of our Lord, one

thousand eight hundred and eighteen. In presence of.

The condition of this bond Is such (hat. whereas the Legislature of the

State of Ohio, on the twenty sixth day of January • one thousand eight

hundred and eighteen, passed a law appointing Abraham Tappan. Wil-

liam Wctraore. and Ellas Lee, commissioners to new the present and

such other sites for seats of justice as might lie shown to them in the

county of Huron, and to take Into consideration the necessity and pro-

priety of removing said seat of justice for said county; and whereas,

the said commissioners, by said act. are to appraise, the damage that

each person might sustain who had purchased in the present seat of

justice In ami for said county: and. whereas, the said Abraham Tap
pan. and William Wetmore, two of said committee, have attended In

the duties of their oppolntmcnt. ami have assessed to the said Ebeneier

Merry, and Ephraim (jtilmby. damage to the amount of two thousand,

two hundred dollars; to Lyman Kay. damage to the amount of one hun
dred and fifty d..liars. Frederick W. F,,wler, damage to the amount of

six hundred and eighty dollars; Richmond Rhodes, damage !.. the

amount of sixty dollars; Ichabod Marshall, damage to the amouut ..f

.me hundred and fifty dollars; to Othniel Fields, damage to the amount
of one bundled dollars: to Joseph Kairns. damage to the amount of one

And. whereas. also by said act. the damage so assess*. I. is to be paid

to the several sufferers within Wo years, and, whereas, also the dona-

tl<-ns heretofore subscribed for public buildings, or a sum equal thereto

are to be paid w ithin one year Now. therefore, the condition of this

bond Is such that If the said commissioners shall fix Hie seal of Justice

on the low n plat of Norwalk. and the said obligors do not pay to the said

[reasurei . i r hi s said if in sai I office, foi ihe use .1! ;i h- county,

a sum equal to the present amount of donations for public buildings,

within one car from ihis dale, or if the said obligors do not pay the

said Ebene/er Merry, au<l Ephraim Quimby. the said sum of t wc» thou-

sand two hundred dollars to the said Lyman Fay. the said sum of one

hundred and flftv dollars: to the said Frederick W Fowler, the said

sum of six hundred ami eighty dollars: to the said Richmond Kbodes.

the said sum of sixty dollars; 10 the said Ichabod Marshall, the said

sum of one hundred and fifty dollars: to the said Othniel Fields, the

said sum of one hundred dollars: to the said Joseph KaJrns, the said

sum of oue hundred dollars, within two veers fr^m this date, then this

bond to !«• and remain in full force and etTeri ; but If Ihe several sums of

money above mentioned paid as above stipulated, then this bond to

be mill mid void

ElHMM Wnirrusiv, II s ]

PLAIT OCMEPICT. It *]
witness- David t'somaiLL. (l.s.)

DsVlli ABP..TT. LKVI CMS, [L.S I

Hi.N.1 W, ABBoTT I'AMEL TlU>t>. [L Kj

PBTM Tics [U.s,l

Son -IVpled fr-tu joniualof Common pleas Court of May letm. 1s|s
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Tho subject of this sketch was born in Auburn, Crawford
Co., Ohio, July 13, 182o. His parents, Erastus and Snlly

Sawyer, wore natives of iho State of New York. His father's

ancestors emigrated to this country from Lancashire, England,
and his r 1 1 1 1 1 •_ r

'

(whose maiden name km Snider) from Hol-
land. His parents woro pioneer* in that then wilderness
country. Ho hps one brother, Albanus, older, and one sis-

ter, Mrs. Lucy Kellogg, younger, than himself, who reside

in Crawford County.
He remained upon his father's farm until his seventeenth

year, employed in tho hard work of the new country, and
attending tho common school of the neighborhood when there
happened to be one. In 1843 he was a student at Nor walk
SMnillaTT, and the nuxt year at Granville College, supporting
himself during this time, nnd while studying law, by teaching
school winters. In 1846 he commenced tho study of the law
at Norwalk, nnd was admitted to the Bar in 1847, and soon

bad a respectable practice.

In I860 ho was elected prosecuting attorney, which office

he held two years, during which time he was successful in

breaking up n noted gBng of horse thieves, counterfeiters, and
professional witnesses) who infested the county.

In 18">4 he formed a partnership with George II. Saflord,

which continued until both throw up the profession to enter

the army. The lirm did un extensive and successful business.

In 1800, at the instance of Gov. Dcnnison, Mr. Sawyer
organized u military company known as the Norwalk Light
Guards, and on the loth day of April, IW',1, was ordered into

the service for three ninths, and reiiorted with his company
at Camp Dcnnison as. Co. "L>," Hlh Ohio Volunteers. The
regiment soon reorganized for three year*, and ho was pro-

moted to major, and soon alter to lieutenant-colonel. In July
the regiment went to Western Virginia and jmrticipated in

the campaign of that summer. S. S. Carroll, of the U.S.A.,
was appointed colonel, and took the regiment into the valley

in the spring of 18<">1, where it fought Conspicuously in the

buttle of Winchester. Col. Carroll was there given the com-
mand of a brigade, and from thU time the regiment was in

command of Col. Sawyer. It was then ordered to Harrison's

Landing, and became part of the '2d Corps. He commanded
the regiment in the battles of Autietam, Fredericksburg,

Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Mine Kun, Morton's Ford,
the Wilderness, and HtiOtUyWania, and in innumerable
skirmishes. In most ol these battles he was assigned to

difficult notlliuMi and in every in -lance was complimented by
his superior officers for his gallant conduct. At Gettysburg,

he was ordered to drive out a rebel force posted in an im-
portant position in front of Haneocks battle-line, whieh was
dand-omely (tune with the bayonet, though at a heavy loss.

This position be Maintained lor two days unsupported, and
far in advance of the line, although three times alta< k<il by
superior force; and finally, charging an advancing column of

rebels, took a number of prisoners and three bntth-tlags. In

this battle, and also the buttle of Antietam, over one-half of

his men engaged were killed or wounded. His horse was shot

from under him at Autietam, Chancellorsville, and Locust
Grove. Ha was severely wounded at Gettysburg, Morion's
Ford, and Snoltsylvania, at the latter place tho wound dis-

abling him frum'further service and partially paralyzing tho

loft side. During the draft-riots he was sent to tho city of
New York with his regiment, and occupied a position on
Brooklyn Heights until the consummation of the draft.

Promotion was several times tendered him, but he preferred

to remain with his "gallant old 8th.'' His popularity with

his men was unbounded, his ability as an officer was con-

ceded, nnd his absolute bravery in battle unquestioned. The
rank of brevet brigadier-goncral was conferred for meritorious

conduct during the war.

In the fall of 1864 he visited the Ohio troops on tho line of
the Mississippi, New Orleans, Kentucky, Tennessee, Northern
Alabama, and Georgia, on a special commission from Gov,
Brough. Ho then acted ns assistant judge ndvocate in the

office of Judge Advocate Gen. Holt, nt Washington, until

the close of the war, and the triumphal return of the Cnion
army to Washington, in June, 18»;.V

In 1805 he was elected representative to tho Legislature for

Huron County on tho Republican ticket, and served two
sessions. AVa - a member of the committees on finance, schools,

and the agricultural college fund. The Cleveland leader, in

a rovicw of this Legislature, said of him :
" Few men in the

State achieved a brighter reputation in the recent war than
Gen. Sawyer, the member for Huron. As a legislator ho is

chiefly distinguished for his ability in presenting his case and
' dtiml'ounding' his adversary, if anybody has the temerity to

oppose him. For real humor, as well as solid argument, ho
has few superiors. Sometimes his rare blending of humor and
argument would convulse with laughter tho entire house, and
upset tho gravity of everybody within hearing."

In May, 196?, he was appointed one of the registers in

bankruptcy for the Northern District of Ohio, which office ho
has held during the existence of the act, a period of over

twelve years, being regarded as n careful and impartial officer.

Ho has also during this period continued successfully in his

law practice. Gen. Sawyer has always taken a lively interest

in the prosperity of Norwalk. He was a trustee of the Nor-
walk Institute for several years, and until it was discontinued
on account of the non-popular public school system, and was
then for fifteen year* a member of tho hoard of education of

the union schools.

As » lawyer he occupies a prominent position at Ihe liar,

and is retarded as a man of strict integrity ; he is an interest-

ing speaker and ready debater, and a thorough student of

literature and history.

He whs married to LtH inda M. Lathtrop, Jan SOj IMP. who
died June 12, 18.V4. Nov. 20, lv">">, he was married to Eliza-

beth B. Bo-twick, of Delaware Co., N. Y., who died Jan.

6, 1878. He has one son, Frank, who is being educated for

lite profession of tho law.

Google



HISTORY OF HUKON AND

Tin- location having l)oen settled, Mr. Whittlesey

proposed to deed the entire town plat, except lots

number one. twelve, thirteen and twenty-four, to cer-

tain individual!* if they would relieve him from his

liahitity on the foregoing bond. Hi* proposition was

accepted, and on May 30. 1818, they executed to him

the following bond of indemnity:

Know all men by thuik pkekektm. That «... David Underhill, Peter

Tlce. Levi Cole. Plait Benedict and Daniel Tilden. of Huron county,

•re held and stand linnlj >M>und unto Ellsha Whittlesey lu the penal

nun of eight thousand dollars, to the payment of which we bind our
selves our heir*, exectitom and administrators, firmly by these presents.

Signed with our hands and sealed w ith our seals thin, the thirtieth day
of May. one thousand eight hundred and eighteen

The condition of this bond is such that whereas (he said Klisha Whit,

tlesey. heretofore at our request, became bound m principal in a certain

hoiul executed by him to Abljah t'omstock, treasurer of the county of

Huron aforesaid and bis successors in said office, in the penal sum of

eight thousand dollars, conditioned for the payment of three thousni d
four hundred ami forty dollars, or thereabouts, to Certain individuals

therein named, being the damages assessed to be paid to them by the

appraisal of Abraham Tappan and William Wetmore. commissioners
appointed to remove the seat of jusUce In Huron county: and. also,

having this further condition that the donation should be kept good for

the benefit of the county aforesaid, reference being hud to said botd
returned to the clerk of the court of common pleas, and by him
entered on the Journal of said court.

Now. therefore, if the said David Underhill. Peter Tlee, Levi Cole,

Piatt Benedict and Daniel Tilden. shall exonerate and save harrnleaa the
aid Klisha Whittlesey rrom all suits, legal liabilities and costs of in

and concerning said bond, by performing the conditions therein con.
Mined, as they severally become due. then this bond to be void and of
no effect, otherwise to be and remain in full force and effect.

Signed and sealed the day and year above.

David i'sderjiiu., lua.]

In presence of Petek Tlci. (us.)

Nathan Stroxo. Levi Cole. [ls.J

C B.Hale Hlatt Benedict, [l.s]

Damel Tildes. (l.s.1

Note —Copied from the original, now in possession of Miner Cole, Esq

.

The foregoing bond having licen executed May 30,

1818, on Juue 8, 1818. Mr. Whittlesey executed, in

favor of the parties who signed said liond, a deed of

lot.* from one to forty-eight, being the whole of Xor-

walk town plat, except public lots one, twelve, thir-

teen and twenty-four, which is recorded in volume II,

of Huron county record of deeds, at page 445.

These parties afterwards fulfilled their obligations

assumed in the two bonds, and in 1820 partitioned

the lots among themselves by a joint deed, whioh is

recorded in volume II, of Huron county record of

deeds, at page 884.

At a meeting of the county commissioners on

October 21, 1818, the following resolution was passed:

Ordered, By the commissioners, that notice be given that the commis-
sioners will, on the first Monday of Decemlicr next, receive proposals 1

for the building of a court house, forty by thirty feat, and a Jail.

Previous to that, however, and upon the consuina-

tion of the bargain between Mr. Whittlesey and the

five who had executed the foregoing bond, the latter

had commenced the erection of a court house, under

a contract with William (iallup as builder, and had it

so far completed that on the third Tuesday of Octo-

ber, 1818, the first term of the court at the "new
county seat " was held in it.

On Monday, DecemW T, 1818. the commissioners

caused the following entry to be made in their

journal:

" Commissioners purchased a building of David
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Underhill & Co.. for a court house, for the sum of

eight hundred and forty-eight dollars, which is to

apply on their donations given at the sand ridge,

except four hundred and fifty dollars, which is to be

allowed to William Gallup."

The original subscription papers for the county-

seat fund cannot now be found, and it is therefore

impossible to determine whether the three hundred

and ninety-eight dollars, above applied -'on their

donations given at the sand ridge," was the amount,

or part of the amount, of the individual subscrip-

tions of the five, composing "David Underbill & Co,"

but as the subscriptions were made for the benefit of

the county, it is most probable that tho papers were

in the hands of the county officers for collection, and

that by the above application they collected the whole

or a part of the individual donations of Underhill,

Tice, Cole, Benedict and Tilden, and paid Gallup his

four hundred and fifty dollars, balance due on build-

ing, in county orders (which another part of their

journal shows), trusting to further collections to meet

the orders.

At a meeting of the commissioners, held March

2, 1819, they caused the following entry to be made
in their journal:

"Contracted with Piatt Benedict to build a jail,

j

twenty-four by forty-six, two stories, for the sum of

twelve hundred and seventy-five dollars."

This contract wa* sub-let to Hallet Gallup, and on

j

August 8, 1819, the commissioners caused the follow-

ing entry to be made in their journal:

"Commissioners agreed to accept the jail from

Hallet Gallup, and have deducted twenty dollars

from the contract, for work which remains unfinished,

ami have paid thelmlance, with this proviso: the said

Gallup claims that he has done some extra work,

which the contract and custom does not require,

j

which (piestion the said Gallup and thecommissioners

have agreed to submit to some disinterested judges,

and abide their decree. Said decision to be submitted

toS. Benton, Timothy Baker and Frederick Forsyth."

The contract price of this jail was paid in county

orders, the commissioners probably relying upon the

collection of donation subscriptions to meet them.

The old court house was removed many years ago.

to give place to the present brick structure, and now
stands mall its original "beauty" mi Whittlesey avenue,

and is the present "Central Hotel."

The old jail was removed in 1872. to give place to

the present Parker Block, and now stands on Rule

street, north side, between Huron and Woovter streets,

as a dwelling house. It, however, had not been used

as a jail since about 183T.

11 Its r P00T OFFICE.

Up to August, 181<j. the new settlers received and

tent their mail from the po-t office at Huron. This

was so inconvenient that Maj. Underbill, meeting

Judge Ruggles one day, represented to him the diffi-

culty and annoyMice of carrying on correspondence
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with the east. Ruggles replied: "Find a postmaster,

and 1 will write to the department and have the

appointment made." Dr. Joseph Pearce was selected,

Ruggles fulfilled his promise, and the appointment

was, in due time, made, and received as a ray of light

penetrating into an oppressive darkness. The follow-

ing extract from a letter written hy Harriet Underbill,

to her sister, Mrs. Horace Morse, in Herkimer, New
York, refers to this appointment. The letter i« dated

"Ridgefield, Angus! 6, ]sl<;."

After referring to family matters, the writer say?:

"Ma whites yon to write and let ns know when you

are coming out here Perhaps you think of taking

us hy surprise, hut do not think of that, for we shall

hear all the news that is stirring, for this day a post

office has heen established here, ami Dr. Pearce is

postmaster. Please direct your letters to Norwalk

Post Office."

This office was kept at the house of Levi Cole (Ben-

jamin Neweomb's second house), on the present Miner

Cole farm, until, in July, 1818, when Mr. Pearce

resigned ami his resignation was accepted.

The total business done by the office, while held by

Dr. Pearce, is shown by the following statement of

account made out at Washington, at that time, and

found among the papers of Phitt Benedict, now in

possession of the writer:

JoaapH PKARcr. E»| . late Postmaster, Norvralk, Ohio, in account with

the (ieneral Font

.

On. OR
To bal, due on hi* (mwi office ac t.

From 1*17

Ausrust VS! to OetolH-r 1. ISIS. 1 «R January (9, By
Octotx-r 1 to Dec SI, " 3.79 HM
January 1 to April I. lsi7. S 9S May !4. By Canb i.oo

April 1 to July 1, •• 13. US 1S1M

July l to October 1. " 11 61 January 1. By Draft in favor

October 1 t.» Ore SI. " 11 M David Abbott 7S 00

January 1 to April 1. Dl« M
April 1 u. July 1. " 30 il

*7S»M tn.m

UlisT VILLAttE HOST OFFICE.

Dr. Pearce having tendered his resignation, the

following letter was cent to him from the department,

the original of which is now in the writer's possession:

Ur.NrR.ii. IVwrOrnca.
ClTV or WaaMWMN, 'A July. DIN.

Your letter r.-.igultut the office .>f |x>st»uu>b-r at Noi-walk, Ohio. nan
been received, and SCWpIrt, It has leen concluded to appoint Mr
Matt Benedict to till the vacancy; a bond for hi* KiR-nature is enclosed

and you »dl obliRe me by w-rinir it done with proper oureiy. and then
return it. with a oertlfl.-atc that be ha- taken the MyfialW oatha. to this

office When th .«e |«»|.er« are received here, a comnUiaton will be

made out an I forwarded to him. and you will ih-n or a« won •> the
bond i» forwarded, if m-.re convenient, hand over to him all the article*

of pt«t offiee property in your t
«m*,-**tno. the money* due to thin office

excepted Your» rc«p.vtfully.

__ R. f Mam*. Ja.
Jni-rrH I'EAIO I l.-.J

At. that time. I'latt Benedict was living in a log

bouse, which stood on the lot, and in the rear of

where t lie present tiallnp block now «tauds. That
log hoiltt* was built in September. 1817, upon the

site of one built bj Mr. Bern-diet in the spring isl T.

—

hut burned down early in September of that year,—

these two being the first houses erected . within the

present corporate limits of Norwalk.

The office was at once removed by Mr. Benedict to

his residence, and the first post office in the village

was there o|>cned and kept until 1819: and the first

mail brought only one letter and one newspaper. In

that year Mr. Benedict erected and moved into his

"splendid new brick house," (the first brick structure

erected within the present limits of Huron county),

now forming part of the present (iallup block, in the

rear. In the little room (back of store room number
fourteen, East Main street, now used as a fitting room

by S. ('. Kinsley, fancy goods merchant.) the post

office was opened up "in state," and there kept,

until Picket Latimer and Harvey (J. Morse, some

years afterwards, opened a general store, in a building

standing about where Harley's grocery now is, (store

room number nine, West Main street), when it

was removed to that location, and put in charge of

Jonas B. Benedict, (son of Piatt Benedict, and father

of Dr. D. D. Benedict), ns deputy. There it was

kept at the west front seven by nine glass window,

until in 1827, when Latimer & Co. moved to the "Old

Red Store," standing where the Norwalk National

Bank now is, (Baker it Kimball succeeding Ijitimer

& Co. in the old stand). The post office went with

Latimer & Co.. ami remained there, in charge

of D. A. Baker, (present president of the First Na-

tional Bank), as deputy, until the early part of 18:28.

Asahel \V. Howe, that year, leased of Horace Howard
the tavern stand that is now the wooden building

standing next west of Whittlesey block, so long known
as the Mansion house, the sign of which is yet indis-

tinctly visible on ths east end of the old brick block

next «
i
-i

.

On January 10. ]8>'s, Howe was sworn in a»

deputy, and the office was moved there. He proved

to lie unworthy of the trust: robbed the mails, wus ar-

rested, tried, convicted, sentenced to imprisonment

for a term of years, and pardoned out in about one
year.

Daniel A. Baker was .-.worn in as deputy, on March

29, 1827, before Samuel Preston, justice of the peace,

as appear by the official oath of office, now in posses-

|

sion of the writer.

The first official draft by the department upon the

Norwalk po-l office, was drawn against Joseph Pearce,

January 1. 1819.

The second was drawn against Piatt Benedict, and
is as follows;

'•Pol-. M.-Onta. So i

I, I

OrjtKRiL .

Wmiiimotux cm
, A 1

Si«-At »l|fhl, pay David AbtK.lt. or order, fifty -ix dollar. cent*
end clmrire to n.eount of this office An* Himmh Ja ,

Ansi-timl }\>tlm,itUr Unreal, "

To l*i .ATT B»:>iMer. E<u|iiir».

/Aud.-MMfrr of .VonroK. Onto

The official li-t of new -paivers. pamphlets, and

magazine* received at thin office from October I, 184*1,

to January 1. lftiO, shows that seventy-three copies
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were received, upon which the postage was twelve dol-

lars' and twenty-four cents.

An official statement of account made out ut Wash-

ington, in l&iii, shows the total business of the office

from July I, 181S, to September 1, 1839, (a period

of eleven years and two months, during which the

office was held by Piatt Benedict), as having amounted

to one thousand four hundred and thirty-five dollars

and fifty-seven cents, or an average of one hundred

and thirty dollars and fifty cents per year, the Inst

year, however, from July 1. 1H28, to July 1. 1889, it

was one hundred and ninety-seven dollars and thirteen

cents.

The present postmaster, Frederick C. Wiekham,
grandson of Samuel Preston, who administered the

oath of office to D. A. Baker, in 1827. has kindly

furnished the writer with the following statement of

the business of the office, for the year ending March

31, 1879:

AMOCXT OF UTAHI"*. STAMPED

Kor the quarter e»dlnK June 30. 1«H $ 1,607 51

so. ism utaw
1ST* 1.M5 77

• March 31. isr» 1.7-.I3 86

Total for one r«>r. i «.70B Si

For the W. ISM f »» JS

so. in» moo
December 31. ISM «o *
March 81, 1879... 219 00

Total for one year J DOT V

June 8!». 1ST* $ a VS

September so, IRTS iw
Ilecemher 81, ISM 3*)

31. 1ST» an
Total for one year f

Orand total for year fJ.BSa sT

i.
I

Number of

March 31. 1*T»

Amount Iwued for the year

Amount of fee* receired for same

Number of orders paid during the ]

Amount of order* paJil during the

3.ST1

SII.'HO 05

*W A3

H.I0U

III.M8 V,

Perhaps no single department of business in the

town affords a better criterion by which to measure

its growth and improvement.

In 1S1S-11I the office was a log dwelling house with

one room,— parlor, sitting-room, bed-room, kitchen

and post office in one ; its windows were set with

greased paper instead of glass ; it was warmed from a

hnge stone-built fire-place, by burning logs, so large

that a man could only put them in place by the "end
over end" process ; there was only one mail per week.

The total receipts of the office from July I. ISIS to

July 1. 1819, were *ll',\oS, and postage was then

twenty-five tents for each half-ounce letter.

The total population of the the whole township
was probably about two hundred, which would make
the average contribution of each inhabitant, to the

receipts of the office, about fifty-six cents |K»r vear. or

e<|iuil to about two and one-quarter letters sent by

18

each inhabitant during the year : e<|tial to about,

eighteen and two-thirds letters at the present three-

cent rate of postage.

Sixty years have rolled by since then, and our

fathers and mothers, who were then the actors upon
the stage of life, are now sleeping in their quiet,

silent graves ; a new and busy generation of men and
women, mostly strangers to them, fill, according to

their ability, the vacant places.

And to-day, that post office is housed in a commo-
dious room, upon the same premises where it was first

opened, nearly sixty-one years ago ; its windows are

of plate glass, each light of which is five and a half

by ten ami a half feet square, and it is fitted up with

most of the modern appliances for facilitating busi-

ness, ami ten or twelve mails per day, arrive and de-

part.

The receipts of the office, aside from the monev
order department, from March 1, 1878, to March 31,

1879, having been $7,M2.91, and estimating the

present population of the township at nine thousand,

would average a contribution, by each inhabitant, to

those receipts, of about eighty-five cents, or at three

cents |ser half-ounce letter, would equal the annual
sending ..f nearly sixty-five letters by ench inhabitant

now, as against the two and one-|iiarter letters sent

in 1818-19.

As a conclusion, based upon the foregoing figures,

while the population has increased in those sixty

years, only about forty-times, the annual receipts of

the post office have increased nearly sixty-eight times,

notwithstanding the fact that the rate of postage has

been reduced from twenty-five, to three cents j»er

half-ounce, or over eight times Making that fact into

consideration, the business of the office has increased

about five hundred and forty-four times.

The names and date of commission of each jierson

who has held the office, from its establishment to the

present time, have been furnished the writer by the

Department at Washington, and areas follows:

Joseph Pearce ... CCOimlstfcatd October l, ism
Malt Renedict " October SS, l*IH

Cyrus Butler " Joly », l*s»

Obadiah Jenney " May »! ISO
Daniel Mallery May 1, 1S»
A. S. Sutton .

- July «, 1*33

Amos Parks April »'. VWt
John v Vredenburifh ... •• December IS. ISSN

Julius S. Coe - December l
kW

Hlmm K«e " October «. 1STI

Frederick ( Wlckham •• December IS. IS73

HKST MEW II A NTs.

Tn i: ,v FoiisVUI (Peter Tiee and Frederick For-

syth), commenced business in IMS. m the "Red
Store." on the comer of Main and Hester streets,

where the Norwalk national bank now stands: dis-

continued business about 1821.

('Yltl > BlTLEM commenctd business as successor

of T iee a Komthe. in the "Red Store:" David M.
Benedict, clerk. In 18«fi built the brick store now

Digitized by Google



133 HISTORY OF II FROX AND ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

occupied by C. H. Wines & Co., grocers, on the

Latimer projierty. Removed to Birmingham in 1827.

Fkkdkkick Foksyth commenced business, aln>ut

1821, in a building which stood where Harley's

grocery store, number nine. West Main street now
is, and discontinued about 1823.

Moh.sk & Latimkk (Harvey 0. Morse and Picket

Latimer.) commenced business about 1823, in the

Htore vacated by Forsythe, and continued there until

they removed to the "Red Store," to give place to

Raker & Kimball, in 1827.

Rakkk iv. Kimball (Timothy Baker and Moses

Kimball.) commenced business about 182"), in the

building so long used as a store by Shepard Patrick,

standing where (I. Jacobson's clothing store now is,

store numlier seven. W. Main street, and in 182T re-

moved to store vacated by Morse & Latimer.

John V. Vbkdzkscbgh commenced business about

1825. in the building built by him on the lot corner

of Main street and Railroad avenue, where ( line's

building now stands.

K.VKLV MERCHANTS.

A copy of the list of merchants trading in the

county of Huron, on the first day of April, A. I).

182»;, with the amount of capital.

Cyrtw Butler, Xorwalk,*

Enos Gilbert "

Joseph Strong. Jr., "
. ..

J V, Vredenbunjb. "

I certify the at.Ov* to bo a true copy of the lilt of

on Ihe Brut day of April, A. D. |s»

- SS.OlW

SO

3.0U0

in Mid

County jMtiiorDated June 1. is*

•The list of the other towns l» omitted here, because not connected
with Hm history of Xorwalk

The following are similar lists made by the county

assessor for 1828. 1829, 1830 and 1831.

list nm ISiM.

Baker* Ki.nl.all. Xorwalk S1.S00

P Latimer 4 Co., " rot
John V Vredeuburfb, Xorwalk 1,800

1'hilo
i

June!). MM
K0I*—TUi year the MM of Cyrus Hutlcr

t li.irv ijl t*, i a j iilnl y*.a ^

V

in the list for

Jobn V. Vredenburifh,

Wm. C Spoldeo.

Baker A Kinilwll,

Piatt Benedict ,v Co .

Picket Latimer.

Tlld. li A Klttrtdge,

John Whj ler,

June ;i. lf»t

H4H
. no
. 1,500

1 S«l

SI.OUII

100

«0
Phiui Adams,

County

Xots Butler does not appear on the list thin year.

LMX roil IBM.

Cyrus Butler 4 Co., Xorwalk Sl.ono

Baker A Kiiuball.

P Latimer * Co..

Ttlden A: Kittridge,

John Whj It,

June 1. KW.

Xoti The

I *»l

LSW
ISO

of John v

Geo Satrriiui,

A«r«*<r. Huron QMHMfc

Vrv.|ei,l,iiri:h appear* In the list for

Baker A Kimball.

Buckingham A Sturges, Xorwalk
David H. KUrti,

P. Latimer A Co..

J..bn Wl>yler.

April 1

1.SJ0

Mlice April 1

Attest- Oco gfi«»ri«LD.

Note—Thus year the name of Cyrus Butler appears as a merchant in

Floremi-, with a capital of $!*»>. and J. V. Vredenhurgh, vritb a capital

of i~<*>.

N'o further lists of this kind have been found, and

it l- probable that the practice of a general listing of

merchants was abandoned after 1631, and the present

mode of assessment adopted.

In addition to the list for 1828, S. A. Rronson

advertised in the Xorwalk h'e/iorfrr of May 31, 1828:

BOOKS' ROOKS

SEVERAL thousand volume* of Books are now received in Xorwalk.
*J aim. nif which are a» follows (Here follows a descriptive list i Sta

tlonery. Ac . Ac . all o which will tie suM cheap for n-ady par, either in

caah or produce, at the market price Enquire of S A. BKOXSON
immediately under the printing office.

Xorwalk. May *T. IH8*

Also, in the issue of the Hrpurter of April .">. 1*28,

Aurelius Mason advert isetl:

JUST RECEIVED

AND for sale. »>y Aureliii- Mason. Driisl Peaches, of an excellent

luality, and a quantity of Stoneware

Xorwalk. April 1.

In the issue of the Reporter of June 28, 1828, .John

Whylcr announces that he "has just opened his shop

in Xorwalk, adjoining the public Mjuare, where he

intends keeping at all times a general assortment of

tin ware, which he will sell low for cash, or most

kinds of country produce."

The history of John Whyler, as a merchant of Xor-

walk. is one of thrift and singular prosperity. The
writer has heard Mr. Whyler relate that he came to*

Xorwalk with all his worldly goods packed in a wheel-

barrow. He commenced business here as a peddler or

threads, laces, buttons, etc., in the latter i>art of

182T. or the early part of 1828, carrying from bouse

to house his stock in trade in two tin boxes. His

trade increased so that he soon opened a small store

on the lot now occupied by Mrs. J. M. Farr. corner

of Pleasant and Main streets. As announced in the

above advertisement, he, in 1828. opened a tin shop

adjoining the public square, which was put in charge

of his son, George Whyler, (father of John 0.

Whyler, the present plumber of Xorwalk). In 1830,

the Store W»S removed to the building occupied by the

til) shop, and a general stuck of merchandise opened

up. The place of business was then known as "The
Red Store." From this location he removed his busi-

ness as n general merchant, some years afterwards, to

the lot on the northwest corner of Main and Pros|>ect

streets, where, in company with his sons, John, Jr.,

and Edward, he for mam years, and until about

1>4'.», carried on a very extensive and general mer-

cantile business.

Thi* place of busine-- was called "The Old For-

tress.*' and in the palmy days of the grain traflic at

Milan, the streets of Xorwalk were, v ear after vear,
• *

in the grain season, tilled and almost blockaded by
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two, four, six, eight and ten horse teams attached to

"Pennsylvania Schooners," (as those immense canvas

covered grain wagons were called,) while their owners

were making purchases to carry home. Those '•team-

sters" came from all the territory south from here to

Franklin county, and a very large proportion of them
would buv their "store goods" of no one hut "Ole

Wyler."

He was a bluff, bow-legged, corpulent, jolly, wide-

awake Englishman, and the hearty, "hail-fellow,

well-met" manner of the man won the hearts and

the trade of the "Pennsylvania Dutch" farmers of

Central Ohio.

The successful opening of the Sandusky, Mansfield

& Newark Rail Road and the Cleveland, Columbus

* Cincinnati Rail Road killed Milan and "The Old

Fortress."

Mr. Whyler was bom in Lincolnshire, England,

and there commenced business as a baker, in which

he proved a failure; then he emigrated and settled in

Cleveland, Ohio, but continued only a short time;

from there he came to Norwalk. and remained until

his death.

V IM.AOE INCORPORATED.

Norwalk was incorporated l,y Act of Legislature,

February 11. 1^8. The following are the two first

section.- i if the act of incorporation:

lUIHUM 1 Br il enaclefl >>g th> General Aiwrmbly «/ il.e sttitt of Ohio,

That wo much «f the town*hlp of Norwalk, in the county of Huron, ax

lie* within the following boundaries, to-wit: Commencing at the *. nth

ca*t corner of the town plat of Norwalk. In the

lug to Molina, running along the south siJe of

It extends, from thence in the same direction t<

pAssIng Widow Tlce's dwelling, a distance of t«

r»sl* from the starting point; thence alongthe ccr

-rod*: then" -* northeastwardly and parallel with

crater of the road pawing EbeneAer Lane* dwelling

of two hundred and sixteen rods: thence along the .•enter of said road

forty rod* to the place of beginning, be and the same is hereby created

• town corporate, and shall henceforth lie known and distinguished by

the name of the town of Norwalk.

Sec i That It shall be lawful for the whit.- male Inhabitant* of aald

town, having the qualification* of electors of member*. .f the General

Assembly, to meet at some convenient place In said town, on the first

Monday of May next, and the first Monday of May anntialh thereafter,

and then and there proceed, by a plurality of v..tes, to elect by ballot

one mayor, one recorder and five trustee., who .ball have the .nullifica-

tion* of elector,; and the persons so elected shall hold their ..filce for

..lie year, and until their successor* shall Is" ch.wcti and uualined. and
they i

enter of the road lead-

lie back alley as fur a*

the center of the rood

i hundred ami sixteen

Mr Of said road forty

•he first line to the

to Milan, a distance

Jta*M o/ Eltctort

I . James Williams.

* Wm. H. Hunter.

3 Ichabod Marshall

4, EMI
5.

Vote

50. Geo Gnnff

Snmt'Of AVecfom,

ST. Henry Tlce

W. Piatt Benedict

•». Selh Jcmiingn.

*> Geo. T Buckingham

KIH--T CORPORATION ELECTION.

Tin- following is taken from the first pages of the

first book of record of the corporation of Norwalk,

and Comprises the poll-hook ami tally ghee! of the

first election held as an incorporated village:

poll book of the election held in the town of Norwalk. in the c unty
of Huron, and State of Ohio, this fifth day of May. In the year of our
lyird one thousand eight hundred anil twenty eight Joseph C Cnrfi.s

Benjamin Carmon nnd Wm Gallup, judges, and Geo T Buckingham,
clerk, of tills election, were severally g» urn as the law directs

|

to their entering on the duties of their respecti' >- office*

A'o.

Ynlrr

>los**s KiatikHll. •I Siiniuel rr»*)*1im.

1 -
!>**!> r in ri fifr.,.,,. 1.)

i>aniei *j . KAlti
M Danin) Til. lawni/aiiif i i num. •

> TtiaueuK B. Stur^ftt

| initn V M.« V nil.*juiin i . .lit .\niu-. ji jacoo >- iison,

;,l \Vm lTi*i|r*ht nn"in 1 1 <\ n„ it •.< >n. Irthit \* VpMl»nhnr0.juuii ». » rtHifniiur^,

J|C

1*. * - * 1 Ml lt» I 1 'I U * Hi A?

13 rMlill 11 AUlff* IN
•

11 .11 i, f2«lln»t

W il*nti. T^s^.s. vis *• 4 'i| ww* ,TjuM'jin t * tirciiw.

«
Hiirt* *I5 Swi*t*t. au

,

Dm at li***.lat f lap.iniAjiiiinn i iirtniin

John ^ , Sharp 51

.

f . ... la k, f O - B-#a#ab>m4

it
John (1. Taylor. 5-

.

Abmhani r.i::nt**t

IH Hi'nrj- Rucklnscham 53 Wm. C\ Enoa.

I'.' Isaac M. »V llAon. St *Jl

,

AutvUun Maitoii.

B, t Jiifwjih W ilium .15.
T bkaaasa \f , L _ M
Jtunt's llui«-r.ail

.

,j«»M.*pn tl »» iison .» J'tafpli Mttfton.

wZ
D<eiii*toD (''lark 57. Kt>Hi*»rU*k Formylhe.

23 t. V. .. lit*. 1 „John fcnwtt, Jr 5H

.

Awihtfl W, Hnwi\
i«- I'ira t'oUiii'*-

u
00.1

— > IVnjaiiihi J tin kin*. an

OA n»?nry nurioert. BM»l l nar i-"s Mocunt.
Ml!7. NeU»>n HaiightiMi. (t,l Plckft Latfinrr

(95. jonn tnwn aa John FrltOD.

n ii mil owwi M"»i
* Charles I,in<lK*y 65 Cyrus Butler.

31 Wm. Taylor «.
John P. Savin. John Kiird.

n Batney Carkh.iof Jonaa Tienton

54 John Miller John Knott

m Fjhsi (iilliert.

It l« hereby cfrtliVd thai the numt.. r of elector, at thl*

tmounted to sixty nine.

Attest:

Or.. T BnaixoMAM,
Clerk.

William Ualu e,

B ("AHIioni.

Jurist o/ Election

The following \* a copy of the tally sheet of thia

election, with the certificate of the judges of the

election:

Same* of persons voted for and for what offices containing the num
ber of vote* for each candidate

1

1

Leverett Bradley. 3T votes

H Hunter. S»l

John V Vredenhurgh, »i

WM

Picket Latimer. HI voles.

Frederick Forsythe. :» v.ues.

Daniel TiMen. il votes.

Cyrus Butler, 51 vote*

Charles Lindsay, » votes

Jonas Benedict, 1 vote.

L. M Howard. 3 votes

Samuel Preston, vote*

Henry Buckingham, 41 vote*

l..-wi« M Howard, is votes

Isaac M. Wilson, J>. vote*.

I>anie] F. Haitt. 27 vote*

William Gallup. 1 vote.

Isaac Wilson, I vote.

We do hereby certify that Jame* Williams had forty one vole*, and
William H. Hunter had twenty six vote*, for mayor: and that Leverett

Bradley had thirty w\ en votes, and John G. Vredenhurgh ha I thirty

votes, for recorder, and that Picket iAitlmer had forty vote*. Samuel
Preston had thirty eight votes, Frederick Forsythe had thirty nine vote*,

Henry Buckingham had forty-one votes Daniel Tllden bad forty-one

votes. U-wU M. H-.ward bail twenty eight votes. Cyril* Butler had thirty-

one vote*, Isaac M. Wilson had twenty-six votes. Charles Undsay hail

twenty-nine vote*. Daniel G, Baitl tuid twenty -seven voles. Jonas B*ine

diet had . ne vote. William Gallup had one vote. L. M Howard had two

vote*, and Isaac Wilson had one vote, for trustee*.

Bts.i Camkos.
Wm. G.II.LTP,

Att.-si Ji-seph C. Ci BTise,

GEO T IIVIKISOHAM. Uuhj, •<>) Kir, , rt

Clerk.

The first meeting of the town council took place on

Mays, ls-,»?\ at which time the members were duly

t|ualitied. after which Icbabod Marshall was appointed

treasurer, and John Miller, marshal.

Council again met May and appointed .lames

Williams, Frederick Forsyth and Picket Latimer, a

committee to draft n code of by-laws and report at

the next meeting.
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On May 30, council met t«> receive the report of the

committee on by-laws. At tin".- meeting En Keeler

wns appointed pound-keeper, and authorized to Iniild

a public pound. This meeting was adjourned to

June <>, and from that date again to June 10.

At the meeting of June H>. a long ordinance of five

section- was adopted : the substance of which was

that "no hog or hogs, shoat or shouts, pig or pigs."

should be allowed to run at large within the limits

of the corporation. This ordinance was repealed Mav
2o. is:f.3. as appears in the record book, page 59.

No further record of meetings of the council is en-

tered until that of April 0. 1829.

The poll hook of the election held May 4, 1849,

contains the names of twenty-eight electors. The
officers for the ensuing year were. Frederick Forsyth,

mayor ; John Miller, recorder ; Mathew Callaway.

Lewia M. Howard, Tliaddcus H. Sr urges. Moses Kim-
hall and William M. Newgent, trustees.

The first hook of the records extends to the year

184<>. the last meeting of the council, that is recorded,

being held April 25. of that year.

At the election held the first Monday in May. of

that year. Piatt Benedict was elected mayor; J. Sid-

ney Skinner, recorder : F. Wickham, assessor : Tim-
othy Raker. John Kcnnan, John Beebe, Robert Mor-

ton and John Cline, Trustees.

The elections in those Jays were held at the

"Council House," which stood where '•Whittlesey

Block" now stands ; it was a one story frame building

of about twenty-four by forty feet, with about twelve

feet of the north part partitioned oil for a council-

room, the front part being used for the storage of the

old rotary pump tire engine, a two-wheeled hose-cart

and some massive hooks and ladders that required

great strength to handle. The old, black, home-

made hearse, for many years owned and driven by Eri

Keeler, used to be kept there too. For a number of

years previous to l.So»», Benjamin Shipley used the

council-room as a barber shop. The old building was

moved away in 18">4 to give place to Whittlesey Block.

At the corporation election held in April, ISV.K

there were one thousand and forty-eight votes polled.

The present (1870) corporation officers are : S. P.

Hildrcth, mayor : W. V. Watrous, clerk ; E. A.

Pray, solicitor : Wm. Suhr, treasurer ; Jefferson

Barln r. marshal ; II. P. Smith, street commissioner ;

C. J. Baldwin, Ira T. Conelin. Col. J. A. Jones, J.

B. Milieu. J. A. Nichols, S. S. Wing, council men,

FUGITIVE SLAV F.s.

In October, 1842. live men. three women and four

children, all but one members of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, and residents of Campbell count v,

Kentucky, concluded to emigrate to Canada. They

crossed the Ohio river and took passage on the "Under
Ground Railroad," the earliest, most economical and

efficiently managed railroad in the State of Ohio, and

had progressed on their journey so far a- Fitchvillc.

in this conntv,—a station ..n thai road. R, Palmer

agent,— when they were arrested by virtue of a war-

rant, issued by Samuel Pennewell, Esq., a justice of

the peace, of Norwalk town.-hip. under what was then

called the " Black Law," and brought to Norwalk,

on November 2nd. charged w ith being fugitive slaves.

Mr. Pennewell was not in sympathy with the "Black

Law," and had publicly stated that he should require

the most conclusive evidence of not only ownership,

but birth in slavery; and that, before he would i-sue

an order for I heir rendition, the testimony would

have to be so conclusive that it would suffice to estah-

lish the legitimacy of a royal heir to his throne.

Inconsequence of Mr. Pennewell's expressed views,

no doubt, a writ of kabeat corpus was taken out. and

the examination removed from before Esquire Penne-

well and brought before A. <J. Sutton, then an Asso-

i

ciate Judge of the Common Pleas Court, and resulted

in five of the fugitives being remanded back to

slaverv: but, for technical insufficiency in the testi-

;
monv, no order was given against the others, but they

were held toawaii the procuring of further icstimom

from Kentucky.

Discouraged by the order against five of their party,

the other seven then gave up the contest and con-

sented to l»e taken back.

Two of them were claimed by one party, three by

another and seven by a third.

The owners were represented here by an agent, or

"slave hunter," who, it appears, was assisted by par-

ties living in Ohio, of whom the citizens of Fitchville

sav, in one of many resolutions adopted by them

November 9, 1842. and signed "Stephen Pomeroy.

moderator, and E. A. Pray, secretary:"

"Be it therefore resolved * * » that a large

1 majority of our worthy ' citizens feel grieved that a

Kentucky slaveholder, with a number of bought up

(what is called here) Ohio blood hounds, or slave-

catchers, should he secretly quartered among us, for

the purpose of carrying their nefarious purposes into

;

operation."

At that time Edward E. II listed was sheriff of

Huron county, and he refused to have the fugitives

confined in the jail. They were consequently kept

at the old "doff House." (which stood where the

Congregational Church now is.) uuder an armed

guard, for about one week, and until the close of the

examination.

On Sundav morning, after the order of rendition

had been given, they were ironed, loaded on to a four-

horse stage and taken through Main street on their

way hack to—no one here knows trhnt.

ilallet Oallup then lived next west of the old "(ioff

House," which had an upper and lower veranda acroM

I its whole front: the negroes were permitted frequently

to exercise upon the upper one, and a son of Mr.

Gallup, a little lad. took advantage of those occasions

to throw apples up to them, and for such favors

: received as hearty thank- a- have ever l>eeu tendered

to him -Hire, and by those nets probably won the

i confidence of the slaves: at all events, on the Sunday
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HON. JOHN A. WILLIAMSON,

sou of the Intu James Williamson ami Fhcbe Williamson,

and, un tliu maternal tide, grandson of Abigail Griffin, «>nc of

Ifao curly settlors of Greenwich township, wns horn Sept. 25)

lK-H.', in the township of New London, Huron Co., Ohio.

Hi* parent* were natives of the Empire Slate, having liren

born anil reared in Hunter, Greene Co., N. V., and, removing

to Ohio at a comparative early day, were hero married in

tho year 1B31». Hi* father wa* a farmer by Occupation, and

the subject of this »kotch win reared at the family homestead,

Iho <dd farm still owned hy him, ujion which the Williamson*

originally settled, and which lien in Iho townships of New
I.omlon and Fitchville, into the latter of which the residence

was transferred in 18.V2.

Mr. Williamson's youth was passed in a manner of lif.

similar to that of many farmer boys, but, possessing n more

than usually vigorous constitution, together with bright and

acute intellectual qualities, he l« yan early in life to manifest

thuM traits of mind and churactcr which, in their mature

development, have reuilcred him eminent, professionally and

politically. His was naturally an ambitious nature, and so it

happened that he could not be satisfied with the education

gained in the common schools, but when hu bad passed

through their course of study, chose to avail himself of further

opportunities and fit himself for the occupation of higher

pOfitioni in lif>' than be could attain to without «o doing.

At the age of sixteen years he entered upon a course in the

preparatory department of OherlUt College, and two years

later he became a member of the Freshman cla--of that insti-

tution of learning. He remained until the completion of the

Siphouiore year, Isr.'j, when that one of many exciting war

alarms, tho news that the Confederate Gen. Kirby Smith

was about to make a raid 0|*>n Cincinnati, was flashed through

the loyal North, and a call was made for the mtnute-m«n of

Slate to rally to the protection of its chief city. Mr.

Williamson, being a strong supporter of the I'nion sentiment,

and feeling that he should do anything that lay within hi*

mean* to assist the overthrow of the power which menaced

our free soil, notwilh-tamling Iho reluctance of parental

solicitude for the safety of an <ml\ child, went out as one of

that hastily-summoned and quickly-prepared body of men,

as did also many of his clas*.

After returning from the service of that brief camjtaign,

which by no menu*, however, promised to be short, ho asked

for and received an honorable dismissal from Oborlin, and be-

came a member of the Junior class at Yale, from which col-

lego be graduated with honors in the year 1804. Immediately

after finishing his academic course he entered upon the study

of law in tho Law School of the University of New York, at

Albany, from which he gradual"! in 1806. The time inter-

vening between this date and 18<;7 was *j»ent in a law-office

in Cincinnati, and in travoling and general reading.

On the LHli of February, 1807, he became deputy clerk of

courts in Huron County, under A. B. Griffin, Esq., clerk,

which position be held until hi* resignation, in 1868, for the

pur|>o»e of entering into a partnership for the practice of law

with Hon. W. S. Tennant, at Fast Saginaw, Mich. In 18iU>

he removed from East Saginaw to Toledo, where he resided

until the spring of 1871, when he removed to Norwalk, in his

native county. At this point he has since lived prominently

in the eye of the public, and in such manner aa to have no

cause to fear its watching. He engaged in the practice of hi*

profession, and followed it assiduously and uninterruptedly

until 1877, when he was elected to tho Legislature as a mem-
ber of the House of lteprcscntativcs from Huron County.

Politically, Mr. Williamson is a Republican, and an earnest

supporter of the men and measures of that party. Ho has

been a worker for tho successor principles and of the beat men
in the party, rather than a seeker of political preferment for

himself. He has not sought place, and in accepting it has

only done W in rcs|>oiiso to the clearly expressed will of his

friends and the suffrage of the people.

Mr. Williamson is a man of line us well as forcible intel-

lectual qualities, an extensive reader and close thinker, of a

remarkably practical cast of mind, and yet, withal, alive to

whatever there is of beuuty in the many refinements of sur-

roundings and of being. He is cautious but Ann in his

judgments, and reliable. In manner he is social and friendly,

and bo possesses qualities that readily win admiration and

respect, whether from his political compeers, or his private

companion- and acquaintances.

He wa> married to Miss tVk*tift N. Tennant, of Camden,

Lorain Co., Ohio, Jan. 1!', I8B9.
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before they were taken away, he was engaged in

throwing them apples again, when one of them, a

large and powerful man. stepped near the railing and

threw something which sparkled and flashed in the

mntigbt as it camo through the air and fell into the

tall grass at the lad's feet. The guards were near,

and a crowd of boisterous men were gathered on the

lower |H>rch. Fearing detection, the boy took no no-

tice of what had been thrown him. but won went

and informed his father of what had occurred. That

night .Mr. Gallup went. and. searching through the

grass, found a large silver handled double -edged

"bowie knife," with a silver-trimmed leather sheath.

About one year afterwards, a constable of Norwalk

called on Mr. Gallup and demanded the knife, saving

he had a search warrant for it. Mr. Gallup stepped

to the large old-fashioned M lire-place," and picking

up an iron poker, turned and asked the constable if

that wa'nt the knife he was looking for; but the
j

valiant officer at once became anxious to go back to

the justice that issued the warrant so as to return it

"not found." Suit was then commenced before a

justice against Mr. Gallup for the value of the knife;

but upon his demanding a jury trial, it was with-

drawn, and nothing further was done about it. That

cruel, blood-stained knife is now in possession of a

son of Wallet Gallup.

Iu the volume on "Population and Social Statis-

tics," United Suites Census of 1870, on page fifty-six,

it is stated that the free colored population of Huron
county, Ohio, was in 1820, seven; in 1830, fifty-six;

in 1840. one hundred and six; in 1850. thirty-nine;

in 18f»0. seventy-nine: and in 187<>, two hundred.

From this it will be seen, that in the decade from

1840 to 1850, the colored population of Huron county

decreased from one hundred and six to thirty-nine,
\

or nearly two-thirds—probably in consequence of the

fear of being claimed and sent south as slaves—a fear

engendered by this inhuman violation of personal

liberty, which was sanctioned by law and submitted

to by the freemen of the north in 1842. It will fur-

ther be noticed, that after slavery had been abolished,

and terror of the "black law" no longer hung as a

sable pall over the land, in the decade from 18'in to

into, the colored population increased from seventy-

nine to two hundred, or more than two and a half

times, and probably a greater part of this increase

occurred after the close of the war in 1805. The
people of Norwalk and of the whole North were never '

in sympathy with slavery nor the fugitive slave law,

but they were law abiding, and submitted to the

decrees of the courts. The question is pertinent: have

the people of the old slave States ever, even to this

day, shown a like submission to law!-

FIRE DEPARTMENT.

Norwalk having been incorporated in 182S, one of

the first acts of its first council was to provide the

newly organized village with some efficient method for

extinguishing fires. Muscle then was paramount,
,

and the only machine accessible was the bucket; con-

sequently the first organization was known as the

"bucket brigade." The first ordinance required that

each property owner on Main street should keep a

certain number of leathern buckets, suitably num-
bered, and lettered with the owner's name, and hung
in the building as assessed, convenient for use, usu-

ally in the front hall. Some of these old buckets are

still in existence, and might have been seen hanging

up to a recent date in the hall entrance of Judge
Stickney's office. The judge was an efficient and
"leading engine" in that organization. One is now
in possession of C. H. Gallup. Esq., marked "P.
Benedict," who was one of the members of the brigade.

This organisation was well disciplined, and at the first

"blowing of the horn." which was then the alarm,

every mat) was on hand with his buckets, and two

lines were formed from the burning building to the

nearest water, and the "stream" passed from hand to

hand, in these buckets, the second line returning the

empty ones. Every man was then a fireman, aud
worked with a will and efficiency that might well In?

imitated with more modern appliances and by more
elaborate organizations. But it formed the germ from

which has sprang a company that stands at the head

of its class and department in the United States, the

"Rescue" hook and ladder company, now holding the

championship belt and gold prizes won at Chicago in

1878, of which we will speak hereafter.

Following closely upon this first step was the con-

struction of town wells, desigued only for fire pur-

poses, and mainly planked or timbered up, one of

which may still be seen at the corner of Railroad ave-

nue and Monroe street, but the first were located on

Main street. As time passed and the village increased

iu population, it was thought best to purchase a ma-
chine, but, as it could not be leached by taxation, a

subscription was started for that purpose, and the

project was successful. After doing years of service

this old engine was passed over to the "boys." many of

whom are now middle-aged business men, and remem-
ber with much pride their first " playing firemen"

with the old machine. Then the " Champion" was

purchased, and the department more efficiently or-

ganized: but as yet there was but one company, con-

trolled by a chief engineer, one foreman with two
assistants, etc. In 1854, the Whittlesey block was

erected, and the corporation built in connection with

the other owners of rooms the north mom on the

ground-floor of said building and dedicated it to the

use of the department; and it was so used by them as

their headquarters, in connection with a rented hall

above, until June, 1877, when the new hall on Sem-
inary street was taken ^session of and dedicated,

and the rented room given up.

Many years previous to this, however, the needs of

the village had outgrown the " Champion." and the

"Phomix" engine was purchased. As yet but one
company existed, nearly all the members nf which
transferred their affections to the new engine. At
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water works power answers the same purpose as half

n dozen fire engines, ami at no additional poet.

Many of the citizens have small rubber hose, which

can be attached to the pipes in their yards and used

to water the flowers, the lawn and garden, and some-

times to settle the dust on the street. Different forms

of lawn sprinklers are used, some of them producing

a DMQtifnl spray, and serving the purpose of a foun-

tain. In addition to these fixtures, there are a num-
ber of line private fountains, in different parts of the

village, the power for which is furnished by the aid

of the heavy engines, loeated two miles distant.

The present (1*7'.') officers of the works are as

follows: \V. A. Mack, president: W. A. Mack,

J. M. Crosby. David Stoutenhurgh, trustees: M. V.

Wat i ons, secretary: U. Pritchard, superintendent.

CKMKTERY ASSOCIATION.

The subject of a new cemetery began to agitate the

minds of the citizens during the winter of 1H54,

and a notice was posted calling a meeting for the pur-

pose of organizing a cemetery association. This

meeting was called at seven o'clock, P. M., February

1st, in the Court House, the notice being signed by

0. L. Boalt. Samuel T. Worce-ter and C. L. Latimer
" as committee, they having been appointed at a pre-

liminary meeting held previously. At this meeting

articles of association were presented. Another

meeting was held at the same place February 22d.

at which time an organization was effec ted under the

statutes of Ohio, the same to be known as the Nor-

walk Cemetery Association. The following trustees

were elected: C. L. Latimer, S. T. Worcester. Henry

Brown, John Tifft and <iiles Boalt. At a meeting of

the trustees held .March 1. 1 N»4, at the office of S.

T. Worcester, John Tifft was elected president, and

H. Brown, clerk and treasurer. Mr. Tifft has con-

tinued as president of the association to the present

time, and for a numlier of years has also held the

offices of secretary, treasurer and superintendent.

The present officers of the association are John Car-

diner. Thco. William-, Henry Brown, l». D. Benedict,

and John Tifft. trustees, the latter holding all the

office- id the board.

The original members of the a-sociation at its

formation, as shown by the signatures to its articles.

Were H. Brown, Shepherd Patrick.* John Tifft.

ftcorge II. Saffoid. Jairus Kciinati.* John II. F«wti i\*

Joel K. Mead.* Samuel T. Worcester, 0. <'. Carter,

C. K. IVnuewell, (». T. Stewart, O. Jenny. C. L
Latimer, M. Olmntead, Nathan Wooater.* c K.

Newman. K. K. Hu-ted.* ( \ni- Lyman,* Stephen

Boalt. Jo,. M. Farr,» John* WhitiHH-k. Uussel M.
Wheeler.* Isaac I'mlerhtll and [>. D. Benedict.

Tli.- property -elected for the purpose by the Iniard

of tru-fee-. wa- a part of the (tihhs* farm, a mile

from town on the old Medina road, and containing

»Th-.«f «m»k>-.l »ith n • lm«f f..iin<l « r-«iinv pl«<sHn llu-im-und*
thrjr pn>Ud.~l f-.rat liiitl tun.

D ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

about thirty acres. The original cost was one thou-

sand five hundred dollars, which amount was raised

by subscription. The deed of the property was given

by Henry and Sarah Brown to the association, on the

sixth day of January, 185s. Considerable difficulty was

;

experienced in raising a sufficient amount of means
to pay for the same, but it was finally accomplished.

Five hundred ami thirty-four lots have been sold,

; and one thousand one hundred ami twelve burials

have taken place to May U. 1H?H.

A receiving vault of cut stone and fine architec-

tural design, is now being erected under the charge

of Dr. Tifft and Theodore Williams, Ksq. It is

eighteen by twenty-eight feet over all, and fourteen

by twenty-four feet inside measurement, and will

accommodate twenty-five to thirty caskets.

The first burial in the new cemetery was that of

4Icrl>ert Barohart, aged six months and twenty-four

days, and was on July 13. 1S54.

The affairs of the association have always been

managed with marked ability and integrity by its

officers, who have served long and well without fee or

|K'cuniarv reward.

It has now a permanent fund, mostly invested in

real estate security, of about eight thousand dollars,

the interest from which is devoted to repairs and

improvements.

The grounds upon which the cemetery is laid out,

form part of the Captain John Boalt farm, where the

youthful days of his sons. Charles L. Boalt, John M.
Boalt and their brothers and sisters were passed.

There their sister, Sirrah was married to William Gal-

lup, May 2. ISlit. John is now postmaster at Sandusky

City, Ohio, and Charles L. and his sister Sarah and
her husband, have come back to their old home to go-

hence no more.

From Captain John Boalt the property passed to

Samuel R. tiibbs. grandfather of I*. C. Breckenridue,

present sheriff of Huron county, whoso family occu-

pied it until purchased for its present use.

But prior to any of these occupants, prior to the

first settlement of the white man in " New Connec-

ticut:'* prior to the records of history or tradition, it

was a favorite resort of a race of ]*-ople whose origin

and fate are shrouded in mystery: that they existed,

and at some time in the unrecorded past frequented

this beautiful -pot. i- beyond question, for they left

I behind them enduring evidence of their workman-

|

ship and primitive habits. Nearly forty years ago.

when our present '-city of the dead" was a cornfield,

and the writer a little hoy. he gathered many s|ieci-

mens of what are called Indian hatchets and Indian

arrow-head- from that very spot. Now well-kept

avenue- and foot-paths, sightly monument- ami hum-
ble head stones, ornamental »lirubl»erv and stately

shade trees, and our sacred dead, arc there.

Again in the cycle- of time it is the resort of an-

other race of people, not with Weapon* of war and
de.-t ruction, but armed with th>nil tributes and « om-
Hicmoratiw garland*: ami there, one by one. in end-
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JOHN TIFFT, M.D.

The medical profession is the most arduous of all

professions, and particularly is this the case in new and

thinly-settled localities. Therefore, when we find a man

who, for upward of a quarter of a century, and with

jMirsistent perseverance and lahor, worked in the capacity

of family and general physician, many traits of character

of an admirable nature are presented. Away lwck in

1833, when Huron County was comparatively new, and

the country consequently but sparsely settled, Dr. John

TiHl removed here, and,

until 1859, uninterrupt-

edly practiced medicine

in and around Norwalk.

John Tiffi is the son

of John ami Martha

(Hose) Tim, the former

of whom was born at

Exeter, K. L, Oct. 11,

1775, and the latter at

Stephentown, Rensse-

laer Co., N. Y., April

26, 1775.

John Tiffi, the sub-

ject of this sketch, was

born at Scipio, Cayuga

Co., X. Y., June 11,

I
sos. He received most

df his literary education

at the district schools,

completing the same at

Auburn Academy. On
leaving the latter insti-

tution he chose the prac-

tice of medicine as a

profession, and enteral

the office of Joseph T.

Pitney, M.D., at Au-

liurn, for its study. He
remained with Dr. Pit-

ney about two years,

and then attended the

Berkshire Medical Insti-

tute, at Pittsfield, Mass.

(a branch of Williams College), from which

he was graduated with honors, receiving

his diploma, Sept. 5, 1832. He practiced

his profession for about one year in York State, aud

then, in 1833, removed to Norwalk, Ohio, where he

commenced a practice which subsequently developed

into an extensive and lucrative business.

From 1833 to 1846, Dr. Tilll continued in the allo-

pathic school, but in the latter year he changed his mode

of practice, and soou became as successful in the Iioiikco-

pathic as he had been in the regular school. In 1859,

losing his wife, he retired from active work, and has

since attended to the management and supervision of

his pro]>crty. He is among the oldest living practi-

tioners in Huron County, as he has been among the most

successful. He has been twice married,—first to Louisa

Fitch, of Auburn, N. Y., in May, 1833, who died Sept.

19, 1859 ;
second, to Nancy V. Earl, Nov. 4, 1862, who

is still living. He is a Democrat, and always belonged

to that ]>olitical faith. In

1860 he was chosen one

of the delegates to the

Charleston and Balti-

more Conventions. He
has held various offices,

both professional aud

polities]. He was elected

one of the trustees of the

Honi<eopathic Medical

College of Cleveland

;

was treasurer of Nor-

walk township for sev-

eral years; a member of

the corporation council,

and mayor of the village

in 1872-73. He has oc-

cupied the offices in the

Cemetery Association of

trustee, president) secre-

tary, and treasurer, and

to him is due, in a large

measure, the present suc-

rose of that well-man-

aged institution.

In these various posi-

tions of honor and trust

the doctor has invariahlv

given satisfaction. He
brought the same integ-

rity and ability to the

fulfilment of his various

official duties that made

his professional life both

popular and successful. All public enter-

prises and interests tending to the material

development of the community in which

he has lived so long, and attained a reputation so credita-

able, meets with his ardent sup|M>rt and aid.

He is public-spirited, houest, aud fair in his deal-

ings with his fellow-men; and, though affiliated with

no particular religious denomination, yet he j>os>es>cs

all the essential qualities of the Christian gentleman and

the enterprising citizen that he is.
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less march, we lay away our dead, ami a* time rolls

on we follow them.

It is a fitting memory to be recorded that Charles

L. Boa It was the most active niemher of our commu-

nity in organizing the association and procuring the

site. And Dr. John Tifft, its one president and .su-

perintendent, and for some years, also secretary and

treasurer, is entitled to the credit of having carefully

guarded its financial interests, and judiciously directed

its improvement.

.ST. I-AI'I.'S EPISCOPAL.
»

The cemetery connected with St. hull's (Episco-

pal) church was one of the very earliest in use for

that purpose in the township. It comprises about

four acres of ground near the center of the village, on

West Main street, and the grass-covered mounds in

this home of the dead, arc very thickly strewn over

its surface. At the present time, and since the or-

ganization of the Norwalk cemetery association, this

ground has been but little used. The oldest stone in

the yard bears the following inscription:

CAROLINE T I C E .

Died, March. IKJO,

» rn n KIN* HOJ1THH

"lam the first o.rne here to lie

Children and yuiith prepare to .lie

The property on which stands the church and the

ground used for burial purposes, was a part of the

original Starr and Canfield tract, which at an early

day came into the jiossession of White. Tweedy and

Hoyt, who sold this lot for the above named purpose,

for the sum of sixty-one dollars The deed for this

property is recorded in volume V. of records, page

ttlO. The grantee in the deed is St. Raul's Episcopal

church.

No record has been preserved of the burials in this

old burying ground, and it is not known how many

there are, and probably it never will be known until

each grave gives up its dead.

Whole families lie there with no one left to tend

and trim their graves: and the present busy genera-

tion, with all its interests centered upon the ever-

changing affairs of life, passes by unheeding: but

nature, more kind, is rapidly hiding the neglect un-

der a dense copse of hazel and blackberry bushes.

ST. I'Al l.'s CATHOLIC

The cemetery belonging to St. Paul's Church,

(Oerman Catholic), was purchased about the year

lST'i. and comprises a little more than live acres,

situated on South West street. From the date of its

purchase, until the present time, IST'.t, there have

been about sixty interments.

sr. peteb's . athouc.

St. Peter's cemetery, belonging to the First Ger-

man Catholic Chnrch, was established with the

church in 1841, {lie tir-t burial taking plate while

the church wa< in process of construction. Vp to

19

the present time there have been about live hundred

interments.

ST. MAKV's CATHOLIC.

The Irish Catholic cemetery, belonging to St.

.Mary's parish, is located near the extension of Mam
Street, at some distance from town. The property

contains about three acres, and wa< purchased about

1K*;.S. since which time it has been used as a church

burial ground.

SOCIETIES

SOLIMEK's AID SOCIETY.

Vety early in the year 1*01, the citizens of Norwalk

began to work for the soldiers. A part of the Eighth

regiment had been collected, quartered ami drilled

I there. On the Sabbath before they left, religious ser-

vices were held in their camps, and the occasion, so

new and affecting, called forth the most profound

sensations of sorrow and apprehension. Some days

previously, the ladies had been engaged in supplying

these soldiers with such necessaries and luxuries as

the deepest interest could suggest. Immediately after

their departure, a society of both sexes was formed,

the object of which was to follow those who went

from the vicinity, with aid and comfort in any form,

and by any means that could reach them : thus secur-

ing, as was hoped, an unbroken intercourse with

them. A quarterly subscription among the gentle-

men, was established, the first installment of which

is dated Mav is, 1**51. The officers elected were:

Charles B. Stickney. president : J. C. Curtis, secre-

tary : David H. Pease, treasurer : Mrs. 0. <;. Baker.

Mrs. J. W. Baker, Mrs. 0. Jenney. Mrs. C. E.

Penneivell and Mrs. S. T. Worcester, hoard of direo-

tors—the last name I secretary of the board. From
that time till November. IWi, something was contin-

ually being done, but rhc difficulties in the way of

reaching the regiments, after they went into actual

service, and the consequent irregularity of the quar-

terly payments, seriously obstructed progress. In

the meantime, a society had been organized in Cleve-

land, through which, as a medium, it was believed that

the regiments could Ik* reached. Application was per-

sonally made to that society, by the secretary of the

board, in Norwalk, for assistance in sending a box of

hospital stores to the Eighth regiment, then in West

Virginia : the surgeon of that regiment having, by

letter, applied for immediate aid. The request was

cheerfully granted : the box sent, received in time,

and earnest thanks therefor returned. This occur-

ence awakened new life, and eventually led to the

formation, in August, lKi;>, of the Alert Club, to

collect rands, and in November of the same year, to

the transfer of all the offices to the ladies. At the

time of the transfer. Mrs. J. M. Farr was elected

president : Mrs. D. II. Pease, -eeivtary : and Mrs.

T. S. Worcester, treasurer. The work then went on

ppi-perouslv. funds were ample, the contributions

sent forward, large ami valuable, and mostly tran>-
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mitted through the organization in Cleveland. No-

m-ihIkt in, 1S03. Mi's. S. T. Worcester was elected

president : Mrs. W. 0. Parker anil Mrs. 0. E. Pen-

newell, vice-presidents : Mr*. M. A. Cot-win, secre-

tary ; and Mrs. X. S. Moulton, treasurer; Before t hi1

close of the year. Mrs. C. Gallup took the place of

Mrs. Worcester, and Mrs. F. Sawyer that of Mrs.

Moulton, those ladies having resigned. At the next

annual meeting. November 1H, lsi;4, Mrs. .!. F.

Dewey was elected president, and Mrs. E. E. Husted.

rice-president. There were no other changes. Total

funds received. *:i.4.V>.!»4. Total disbursed. *:",:18.">.-

i»4. The remaining *7<> were given to the Young
Men's Library, to assist in its establishment. No ac-

count of the stores sent forward, before the transfer,

has been preserved, though they are known to have

been creditable. Since that date, two hundred and
twenty-five boxes, barrels or kegs have been forwarded,

with various, and sometimes quite large sums in cash,

to lw disposed of by known and trusty agents. They
were sent to the sanitary commission, Christian com-
mission, relief association in Washington; to Annap-
olis, Richmond, Gettysburg, Martinsburg, Winchester,

Harper's Ferry, Alexandria, Hilton Head; to Gov-
ernor Brough for the use of State agents; to the

Eighth, Fifty-fifth, One Hundred and First, and

One Hundred and Twenty Third regiments, and oc-

casionally to others. Many letters from many
soldiers, in differeut localities, attest the fidelity of

those to whom they were entrusted, and the donors

rest satisfied with the result of their labors. The
society disbanded June 1. 1*05.

NOKWALK I N ION.

Mrs. H. M. Wooster, president; Mrs. Eli Peters

and Miss M. A. Watson, vice-presidents; Mrs. J. M.

Farr, secretary: and Mrs. 0. W. Newton, treasurer.

The members of this society had been active mem-
bers in the Soldier's Aid Society of Xorwalk until

November 'it. 1863, and the results of their industry

prior to that date are included in the foregoing

report. On forming a separate organization, they

contiuued their labors for the soldiers with remark-

able vigor and success, and with uniform loyalty to

the sanitary commission.

In the year ami a half of their independent organi-

zation, they disbursed in cash one thousand eight

hundred and sixty dollars and forty-four cents, and

forwarded two hundred package- of hospital stores,

valued at one thousand dollars—making a total con-

tribution of two thousand eight hundred and sixty

dollars and forty-four cents. The hospital garden

at ChattamMiga was an object of much interest to

the ladies of this society, who frequently remembered
it in their gifts, and in the spring of 1*64 forwarded

onion sets, and garden seeds in great variety for

its early cultivation. The preparation of '• chopped

pickel" was a specialty of the Norwalk Union, over

one thousand gallons having been forwarded to the

armv in the course of one summer. At the close

of the war, the surplus funds of this society were

distributed as follows: One hundred dollars to the

Columbus Soldiers' Home: one hundred dollars to the

Union Commission, New York; fifty dollars to the

Cleveland Soldiers' Home; and the remainder, eighty

dollars, to the Norwalk Young Men's Library Asso-

ciation.

VOl SO LAKIES' AI.KKT ( LI B.

The Alert Club commenced its labors in August.

18<"2. but wits not fully organized until September

13th, of that year, when the following officers were

elected: Mrs. S. T. Worcester, president: Miss Lizzie

Gallup, secretary; Misses Mary Graves and Lucy Pres-

ton, treasurers; and Mrs. T. W. Christian. Misses S.

Rowland and C. Jeuney, directresses, with an indefi-

nite number of collectors.

The Soldiers' Aid Society hud been iu ojieration

over a year, but was languishing for want of funds,

the quarterly subscription on which it dejieuded being

irregularly paid. Iu this emergency, thirty-seven

young ladies, who e numbers soon increased to sixty,

agreed to unite for one year, specially to raise funds

for that society, but also to be on the alert (hence

their name) to contribute iu every possible way to

the comfort of the needy soldier. They immediately

revived the gentlemen's quarterly subscription and

collected it, and without delay established a ladies*

monthly, and iu October following, a gentlemen's

monthly subscription. These three subscriptions they

faithfully and promptly collected the entire year, aud

paid over the proceeds (eight hundred ami twenty-

four dollars and seventy-five cents) to the aid society.

They held regular meetings, prepared large quan-

tities of lint aud bandages; made over one hundred

aud eighty pairs of slippers, over six hundred hand-

kerchiefs, ninety-six towels, two quilts, aud cut and

dried thirty-one bushels of apples—all which they

passed over to the aid society: l>esides sending many
kind remembrances, in various forms, to the regi-

ments with which they were acquainted. They also

collected a special subscription, to pay the debt on

the house of Bessie Lynch, her husband being the

first Norwalk soldier killed in battle, and herself aud

three young children left destitute. This, with some

small debts which the creditors at their request remit-

ted, amounted to sixty dollars ami six cents.

At the expiration of the year, they voted to asso-

ciate for another year. Miss C. .lenney resigned.

Miss s. C. Mason was elected recorder, a new office

which the nature of the service soon to be entered

upon required.

They now agreed to leave the subscription lists to

the aid society and to raise their own funds by festivals,

tableaux, dramatic entertainments, etc., ami to devote

them to clothing t he children of absent soldiers, and

of poor widows, furnishing them with all the ncces-

saries required by well conditioned scholars, looking

after them, keeping them in school, etc. In this ser-

vice, they were greatly assisted by. Mr. Stephenson,

superintendent of the public schools, and by n uuni-
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ANSEL BAKER.

Thomas Baker, the father of the subject of this

notice, was n native of Massachusetts. In 1803 he

removed with his family to Lafayette, Onondaga

Co., N. Y., where Ansel was born, Aug. 4, 1818,

being the eighth in a family of ten children. When

fourteen years of age he went to live with a married

sister in Lafayette, with whom he remained until

he was twenty-one. He cast his first vote, at the

Presidential election in 1840, for Gen. Harrison,

and the next day started on his journey to the distant

West, as Ohio was then regarded. After his arrival

there he began to work by the mouth at the hart!

work of clearing of that early time; working thus

in the summer, and teaching school during the win-

ter months, getting forty dollars for a term of three

months. At the close of his school-teaching he

began work upon the farm for Daniel A. Baker, now

of the First National Bank of Norwalk, at eleven

dollars per month, continuing two years, at the ex-

piration of which he married Martha S. Foster,

daughter of Moses S. Foster, of Peru township,

Huron Co., who came from Vermont in 1832. She

was born Dec. 21, 1823. After his marriage he

rented the farm of his former employer, Mr. linker,

for two years, when lie moved to the farm upon

which he now resides, in the southeast part of Nor-

walk township, having made his purchase some four

or five years previous. When he began there this

part of the township was very new, the nearest im-

provement being that of Ezra Wait, west of him,

which was then the eastern end of the road. His

first purchase of land was fifty-four acres, for which

he paid eight dollars per acre. He has since added,

ami now owns two hundred acres, paying seventy

dollars per acre for the last purchase.

His wife died Sept. 20, 1878, having borne him

six children, who are all living: Mary Frances,

born Jan. 11, 1848, married Chester Bobbins in

the fall of 1869, and resides on the southeast corner

farm of this township; Moses F., born Nov. 26,

1849, has his second wife, and lives in Rice Co.,

Kan., where he was one of the first settlers; Nor-

man, born Aug. 26, 1855, married Jennie Adams,

May 15, 1878, and occupies the farm with his father.

Charles Eri, born Jan. 15, 1860, Lewis, born Oct.

4, 1863, and Albert Thomas, born July 21, 1870,

are living at home.

Mrs. Fanny Foster, the mother of the deceased

wife of Mr. Bilker, has lived with her son-in-law

about twenty years. Her husl»and died a few years

after his settlement in Peru. Mrs. Foster is now

aged nearly eighty-nine years, and is entirely help-

less, having sustained an accident to one of her limbs

some twelve years since.
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bcr of judicious married ladies. They had, from the

first, of September, 1803, to the first of November,

1804, forty-nine different families as beneficiaries,

furnishing to each new material, according to their

need, in value from two dollars and fifty-two cents,

the lowest sum, to sixty-one dollars ami nineteen

rents, the highest. Total amount raised during that

time, one thousand eight hundred and forty dollars

and eighty-two cents: total expended: one thousand

four hundred and ninety-six dollars and ninety-nine

cents. They also sent forward various contributions,

as sympathy prompted, to the soldiers. In November

1804, they organized as a regular soldiers' aid society,

specially voting to retain their own distinctive name.

Officers: Mrs. S. T. Worcester, president; Mrs. T. W.
Christian and Miss S. Rowland, vice-presidents: Miss

Lizzie Gallnp, recording secretary; Miss Mary Wick-

ham, corresponding secretary: ami Mrs. W. M. (.'line,

treasurer. They began this year with three hundred

and forty-three dollars and eighty-three cents, the

overplus of last year. They continued to acquire as

well as expend, so that at their last regular meeting

in May, 1805, they had forwarded in all, thirty-seven

boxes, barrels or kegs, of hospital stores, three hun-

dred dollars in cash, and had in possession or expect-

ancy, four hundred and sixty dollars. To this sum
they added the net gain of a subsequent series of

tableaux, and eventually presented to the young
mens' library, then being established, the sum of nine

hundred dollars. With the remainder they purchased,

framed and suitably lettered the two engravings

entitled "The First Reading of the Emancipation

Proclamation," and " Washington Irving and His

Friends," and presented them to the grammar school,

from which many of their tableau performers had

been taken. Total funds raise*] and expended, three

thousand nine hundred and thirty-two dollars and

ninety-three cents.

MEMORIAL ASSOt ' I ATIO N

.

The Soldiers Memorial association was organized

to perj>etuate the memories of our noble dead, who
served or suffered for our common country during

her wars. The organization was perfected on the

•20th of July, 1877, with the following officers: Col.

V. P. Wickham, 55th O. V. I., president; thus. W.

Lee, U. S. N., vice-president; David T. Hall, 14th

O. V. I., secretary; Baxter Trevor, treasnrer; Col.

II. Kellogg, Mrs. J. F. Dewey, and Miss Lottie Gibbs.

executive committee.

The association has annually decorated the graves

of their fallen comrades, on the 30th of May each

year, with appropriate services.

MASONIC FRATERNITY
MT. VERNON LODGE, SO. 04, ¥. AVI) \. M.

Dispensation to work was granted by Brother John
Snow, Most Worshipful Grand Master, April 10

1821: th arter was granted December 14, A. L.

5S41, A. D. ls>l. to Timothy Raker. Plan Bene-

dict, John D. Haskins, Schuyler Vanrensselaer,

Amos Woodward, Daniel Tilden, Knos Gilbert, Icha-

bod Marshall, David Underbill and David Gibbs.

Worshipfil Masters.—Timothy Baker, 1821 to

1845; Piatt Benedict. 1840; Timothy Baker, 1847;

Theodore Baker. 1848: no record from May 40, 1848,

to April 30, 1834: Piatt Benedict, 1834 to 1841;

Benjamin Carman, 1844; no record from January 44,

1844, to February 40, 1844: James R. Norton, 1*44;

Piatt Benedict, 1845; James R. Norton, 1840; John

P. Worstell, 1847: Eli Barnaul, 1848 to 1851; Oliver

True, 1854; M. R. Brailey, 1853 and 1854: S. F.

Rogers, 1855; R. W. Beckwith, 1850: D. M. Bar-

uum, 1857: Oscar Welch. 1858; Marshall 0. Wag-

goner, 1859: Oscar Welch, 1800; Horace Kellogg,

1801: James S. Felton, 1804: John H. Powers, 1803

to 1805; Oscar Welch, 1800; J. H. F. Weirs, 1S07

and 1808; T. P. Bishop, 1809; J. H. F. Weirs, 1870.

T. P. Bishop, 1871 to 1873; O. A. White, 1874 to

1870; C. M. Wilcox, 1877 and 1878: O. A. White,

1879.

The present officers are, O. A. White, W. M.;T.

L. Williams, S. W.j J. D. Cook, J. W.j W. Suhr,

Treas.; G. W. Shultz, Sec; R. H. Burlin, S. D.: J.

H. Weirs, J. D. ; P. Gaining, Tyler.

ill'KOS ROY A I. ARCH CHAPTER, SO. I.

December 13, 1840, a dispensation was issued by

the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Ohio to

Timothy Baker, David Underbill. Frederick Fally,

Rodolphus Morse. David Gibbs, Schuyler Vanrensse-

laer. Piatt Benedict, Win. Hall and Jacques Hubbard,

to form a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. The
Royal Arch degree was conferred the first time Octo-

ber 45, 1840, upon E. Whittlesey, Samuel Spencer

and Moses Farwell.

December 15, 1841, a charter was issued to the

above named companions, constituting Huron Royal

Arch Chapter, No. 7, in due form. Timothy Baker

appointed First High Priest; David Underbill, First

King; Piatt Benedict. First Scribe.

The first election of officers was held December 40,

1844. Timothy Baker, elected High Priest; David

Underbill, King: Piatt Benedict, Scribe; S. Van-

rensselaer, C. of H. ; E. Cook, P. S. ; Amos Woodward,

R. A. C; J. D. Haskins, 1st V.; M. Farwell, 2nd

V.; L. Fay, 3rd V.; J. Marshall, Treasurer; David

Gibbs, Secretary; EL P. Morse, Guard.

Early in 1844, the subject of building a Masonic

hall was talked of, but did not assume any definite

form until January. 1844, when a committee was

appointed to confer with like committees from Mt.

Vernon Lodge, No. 04, and Norwalk Academy, to

make arrangements to butld a Masonic hall. March,

1*44, the committee made their report; when the

Chapter appointed a building committee, with power

to act. and the Treasurer ordered to pay to the build-

ing committee two hundred dollars. Here the pro-

ject seems to have died, as we find no records of any

action thereon.

Digitized by Google



148 HISTORY OF HURON AND KttlE COUNTIES, OHIO.

The Chapter held its regular meetings and did a

great deal of work until November. 1 when, in

continence of tlie anti-masonic movement, it sits-

peuded work, and soon after surrendered its charter

to the Grand Chapter.

Timothy Baker was t lie presiding officer from the

organization to November, 182T. when Piatt Bene-

dict was elected High Priest, which position he held

at the time the charter was surrendered.

In 184*, the Grand Chapter returned the old

charter to the companions of Huron Royal Arch

Chapter, when they commenced holding regular

meetings, Piatt Benedict being the High Priest, in

which position he was continued until 1 85U.

March I, 1854. a committee was appointed to con-

fer with a like committee fram Mt. Vernon Lodge,

No. fi-f, to make such arrangements as they might

deem proper to build a new hall in the Whittlesey

academy building.

June 24. 1854, St. John's day was celebrated by

laying the corner stone of Whittlesey academy build-

ing. June 24, 1858, the new masonic hall was dedi-

cated.

Since the reorganization in 1848. to the present

time, Huron Royal Arch Chapter, No. ?, has con-

tinued to hold its meetings regularly, and is now in a

flo irishing condition, numbering nearly one hundred

members.

Its present officers are Win. Suhr, High Priest: T.

P. Bishop, King; G. M. Darling, Scribe; C. Close,

C. of II.; Win. Rutherford, P. S.; M. A. Mclntyre,

R. A. C; C. (i. Drake. 1st V.: John Pettvs, 2nd

V.: A. N. Pebbles. 3rd V.; N. H. Pebbles. Treasurer:

.1. D. Cook, Secretary ; E. A. Pray, Chaplain: P.

Gnnung, Guard.

NOKWAI.K corsriL KOYAL AXI> liBLECT MASTERS,

NO. 84 F. A A. M.

October 29, A.D. 1*55. a dispensation was issued

by the Grand Puissant Grand Master of the Grand
Council of the State of Ohio, directed to Piatt Bene-

dict, Wm. 0. Huestis. H. V. Bogart, J. S. Feltou.

II. Bromley. Samuel Neff. B. K. Gray, M. R. Brailey,

L. Wood, A. Hamilton. T. Gibson. C. Buck and W.
|

H. Couch.

October Hi. 1857, a charter was issued to the above

named companions constituting Nonvalk Council

Royal and Select Masters. No. 24, in due form. Piatt

Benedict, appointed first •'Thrice Illustrious Mas-

ter," in which office he continued until the time of

his death in October, 18'i'i.

The following named companions have been elected:

T. I. Masters, James S. Feltou, for the year 1867;

Win. Suhr, lsr,s-:<>: Wm. A. Mack. 1*T<»; Coleman

Close. 187 1-4: Wm. Suhr, ls;4-T«.». Present officers,

Win. Suhr. '-Thrice Illustrious Master:" George M.

Darling. "Deputy Muster:" Nelson II. Pebble.*. "Prin-

cipal Conductor of the Work:" Ilonu e Kellogg, "Cap-

tain of the Guard:" John 11. IVttys, Treasurer; Ethan

A. Pray. Recorder: Asher F. Rowland. "Conductor
of the Council:" Peter Gaining. Sentinel.

NOKWALK L0DOK.

Norwalk Lodge, No. 4«T. Free and Accepted Ma-

sons, was granted a dispensation by the Most Wor-

shipful Grand Master of the State of Ohio, viz:

Alexander H. Newcomb, on the 12th day of July. A.

D., 1872, on the petition of George W. Skyrm, S. E.

Carrington, William H. Couch. Walter Pettys, M.

M. Perkins, W. O. Smith. William Arnold. Omar
Bailey, (Jeorge M. Darling, H. C. Edwards. Thomas
Smith and Irving K. Cole. The dispensation ap-

pointed Walter Pettys, W. M.. S. E. Carrington,

S. W.. and (ieorge W. Skyrm J. W., until the time

of the regular annual election of officers. The Wor-

shipful Masters of this Lodge have been as follows,

viz: Walter Pettys. from July 12. 18T2, to December

IS, 18;-.'; William A. Mack, from December, 1872, to

December, I s T T : O. Prentiss, from December, 18??.

to December. 18?8, and from December. 1878. now
serving. L. C. Laylin. The officers, in full, at the

present tune are as follows: L. C. Laylin, W. M.;

John Harley, S. W. : A. L. Osborn, J. W. ; George

M. Darling. Tresis. : E. W. Gilson, Sec: C. L.

Merry. S. D. ; F. H. Boalt, J. D.J Walter Pettys. T.

KXIOHT-S TEMPLAK.

Norwalk Commanderj, No. 18, Knights Templar,

was organized February 8, IKi",0, under dispensation

of the Grand Commaudery of the State of Ohio, Sir

H"in»n Ely, of Klyria. being at the time R. E. G.

Commander. The following nam nl Sir Knights were

the charter members: I. S. Feltou, M. 0. Waggoner.

J. W. Develin. H. 8. Mitc hell. J. U. F. Weirs, W.
A. Mack, W. C. Hustis. E. A. Pray, H. O. Wadlie.

William Suhr, Ira Like. Major Mclntyre. C. N.

Thorp-. At the next stated meeting of the Grand

Commaudery a charter was granted under date >>f

Oetolier 15. !8»i9. Sir J. S. Feltou was appointed

by Grand Commander Ely first Eminent Commander.

The Commaudery now numbers sixty two members,

ami the following named Knights are its officers: H.

S. Mitchell, E. C: L. L. Chandler, Gen.; 0. W.
Williams. C. G.; L. C. Laylin. Prelate; C. L. Merry.

S. W.; M. S. Hill, J. W,; C. R. Bostwick, Treas.;

C. W. Flinn, Rec.: E. A Pray. Std. B.; 0. Prentiss,

Swd. B. ; A. F. Rowland, Warder: Major Mclntyre.

Sentinel.

I X OKPEXDEXT OKOEK OK OUl» FELLOWS.

Huron Lodge. No. 3?. I. O. O. F., was instituted

at Norwalk, April 14, 1845. by authority of a charter

granted by the Right Worthy (.rand Lodge of Obi...

to the following charter members: Liberty Waite.

A. Powers, N. F. Benson. T. 0. Evans and Franklin

Parker. And the following members were added by

initiation: Noah Newton, Jr.. E. P. Cheesebrongh.

Thomas Powers, Timothy Baker, John F. Day,

Hiram K. Stwlc, Benj. F. Brown. Kra«tus Gray,
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•John S. Roby. Willium D. Perkins and James Sharps.

The loilgo having beeu thus successfully launched on

its mission of friendship, love and truth, was pros-

perous, and included in its membership many citizens

of prominence, among others Dr. J. Tifft, C. B.

Stickney, J. M. Fnrr, S. L. Hatch, W. W. Rcdfield,

Hiram Rose. .1. K. Dewey, 0. T. Stewart, P. X.

Schuyler, J. II. Rule, W. O. Parker, Franklin Saw-

yer, M. F. Wooster, John Cline, S. H. Berry, R. A.

Pantlind, W. 0. Abbott, Edwin H. Brown, B. P.

Smith and many others. Since its organization it

has admitted three hundred and sixty-one members,

and at this date {-May 10, 1879,) has one hundred and

ten members. In furtherance of its charitable mis-

sion it has expended twenty-one thousand dollars;

and has now invested in real and personal property,

and in its widows' and orphans' fund, about ten

thousand dollars, all of which is pledged to the bene-

tleient purposes of the friendly order of American

Odd Fellowship.

SON'S OF TEMPEK.V S<'E.

The Norwalk Division. No. 'lit. Sons of Temper-

ance, was chartered and instituted on the 3d day of

June, 1847, with the following charter members:

Samuel T. Worcester. Geo. T. Cole, dames X. Good-

line, Geo. (rough, Chas. A. Preston, A. R. Berry,

Timothy Raker. Jr., Phillip X. Schuyler, Krastus

Gray, Charles E. Pennewell, Henry M. Hotchkiss, A.

S. Curtiss, Gideon T. Stewart. Daniel A. Baker and

Edwin II. Brown. The firsi elected officers were,

Samuel T. Worcester. W. P.: Daniel A. Baker, W.
A.: Gideon T. Stewart, R. S. ; E. H. Brown, A. R.

S.; A. S. Curtiss, F. S., Timothy Baker, Jr., Trews.;

P. X. Schuyler, Con.: A. R Berry. A. C; Be«J.

Ellis. I. S.; Addison C. Brown, O. S.

The organization of this division was mainly due

t>> the enterpiise of Mr. (J. T. Stewart, who is and

always has been a zealous worker in the temperance

cause. The division is its own historian. The record

of more than one thousand six hundred meetings,

and of thirty-three years of associated life, with all

their trials, sacrifices, doubts, fears, hopes anJ tri-

umphs, lies before us. Thirty-three years ago, on

the first Tuesday evening of June, 1847, this division

was instituted in the Odd Fellows hall, on Mechanic

street (now Whittlesey avenue). The division con-

tinued to hold its meetings in that hall for over three

years, a bond of fraternal sympathy springing up

between the two orders which has continued to this

day. During these three years the division had accu-

mulated sufficient funds to purchase and fit up a hall

for its own use, in the second story of the frame

building then standing next door of the Xorwalk

Branch Bank of the State of Ohio, on Main street,

over the store occupied by Jenney & Peters, clothing

store, which was publicly dedicated on the evening of

August 13, 1850. Here the division held its meet-

ings for five years, until the m »rning of October 13,

1 855, w hen the building was discovered to be on fire.

and all was reduced to ashes—furniture, library,

regalia, books and papers—except the records of the

recording scribe, which were at his house. The
meetings were held at the county auditor's office for

about four months, and on February <i, 185M, a new-

hall was fitted up over 0. E. Newman's store. The
former hall having been insured for about six hundred

dollars, and the division having au interest in Hie

ground on which it stood, was enabled to lease the

new hall on long time, and fit it up in good style.

Here it continued to meet for more than eleven years,

I until June, 1807, when it dedicated a fine hall in the

third story of C. E. Xewman's new brick block, and
took a lease for twenty years, which it paid in ad-

vance, and expended about one thousand dollars in

fitting up, finishing it and publicly celebrating its

twentieth anniversary. The number of members in

good standing was five hundred aud twenty-two. hav-

ing nearly one-eighth of the entire population of

Xorwalk at that time. This number does not include

two hundred and twenty members of the Fifty-Fifth

Regiment Ohio Yolunteer Infantry, w ho were in camp
' here, and were initiated before they entered the field.

Their name* remain in perpetual honor on the records

of this division. Of the former members sixty vol-

I unteered in the Union army, and a number held

official commissions.

The apathy which fell upon the temperance cause

throughout the country, the financial depression

and political excitement resulting from the war,

caused a decline in the memliership, until, in the

spring of 187<J, it disposed of its hall and suspended

weekly meetings. During the year ending May 1.

1877. the division held monthly meetings at the

house of Past Worthy Patriarch Erastus Gray, who

J

set apart one of his rooms for its use. On the 1st

of May it leased a hall of Mr. Moses Yale, occupied

by the locomotive engineers, and resumed regular

weekly meetings, and in four weeks iucreis«d its

membership to fifty-six. Its trustees deeming it

proper leased the large hall in Patrick's block, ad-

joining the Methodist church, for ten years, paying

the rent in advance for the whole term, and after

suitably fitting it up have saved over five hundred

dollars for future operations. The division now
numbers over two hundred active members, and is

increasing weekly, ranking as the banner division of

Ohio, numerically and financially. It has had the

honor of having three of its members, David II.

Pease, TtlOOMM P. Bishop and Mrs. Harriet X. Bishop,

exalte ! to the office of grand worthy patriarch of the

State of Ohio. Mrs. H. X. Bishop, the present grand

worthv patriarch, is the first ladv who \m< had this

honor conferred upon her in the international juris-

diction. Xorwalk may well feel proud of her divi-

sion of the Sons of Temperance.

.schools.

The first school house for many miles was built in

i

the fiiil of 181U, a few rods from the township line
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between Ridgefield and Xorwalk, on lot number two of

Ridgetield. It stood upon the hank on the left hand

after crossing the bridge upon the present road to

Pern, about half a mile from the bridge, and was

made of logs. The first leat her was Charles Seymour

Hale, sou of General Hale, of Herkimer: the next

was Ann Boalt, sister of C. L. Boalt: ami the next,

Tamar Palmer. The scholars were Asher, James,

Miner, Lyman and Mauley Cole: David, Isaac, Aurelia

and Louisa Underbill; Alanson, Alva and Betsey

Pixley: donas and Eliza Ann Benedict: Almira, Di'.niel

and John Morse: Mary Ann Morse and others. In

September of the same- year, Peter Tiee and his son

John put up a small framed building, the first framed

building in tl»e region, upon the flats in the bend of

the road as it turns toward Peru, and used it for a

store. Afterward, when the Tiees removed to Nor-

walk. it was used by Judge Baker as a dwelling house,

and subsequently became a school house, as a sub-

stitute for that above described. Oliver Prentiss,

Zacharias Marion and Horace Johnson taught in it

at different times. The building was afterward re-

moved to Xorwalk and used as a wagon shop: then

converted into a dwelling, and used by different fami-

lies, among which was that of the late Hon. J. M.

Root and wife, of Sanduskv Citv. whose first house-

keeping experience commenced in it about 1 s:tr».

Again it was removed to the first lot next north of

Whittlesey avenue school house, and then used as a

dwelling by several different families, among them

that of Hon. C. S. Parker, present Ohio State sen-

ator. About fifteen years ago it again became restless

and changed its location to Prospect street, where it

now rests for a time, the second dwelling house south

of the railroad track.

Beside these, school was taught by J. A. Jennings,

afterward d«K.-tor. in a brick-maker's shanty, on the

south side of what is now Seminary street, and a few

rods east of Benedict avenue, and later in a framed

building standing where the high-school building now
stand-., but now moved to South street and occupied as

u dwelling. School was taught also by Doctor Amos
B. Harris, in the old court house, probably jtarts of two

two or three years, but the date* during these first ten

years are uncertain, and our information is not posi-

tive until, in October, 1820, an a—ociation of individ-

uals was organized, under the name of "The Presi-

dent. Trustee*, etc., of the Xorwalk Academy," having

previously purchased of Elisha Whittlesey four lots,

known then as mini Iters thirty-eight, thirty-nine, forty

ami forty-one. ami being the same lots now occupied

by our high-.-cl 1 building, who erected and partially

finished a three story brick building upon these lots,

the first and second stories of w hich were designed for

the purposes of the academy, and the third story for a

masonic lodge. The first and second stories, though

far from complete, were occupied and the academy

opened in Dcccmberof the *aine\car (lK"i»>) with Hl'T.

C. P. Brouson. rector of St. Paul's Church, as princi-

pal, and l{e>. S. A. KrotH'on.Alinini lir»Mi*ill. Mr. War-

ner and .losiah Botsford. assistants. A female teacher.

Miss Bostwick, was «oon after added, who taught

ornamental branches—drawing, painting, etc. At the

end of the first quarter, the principal reported the

number of pupils in attendance at ninety. The prices

fixed for tuition were as follows: Reading, writing

and spelling per quarter, one dollar and seventy-five

cents: if paid in two weeks, one dollar and fifty cents:

arithmetic and English grammar, two dollars: paid in

two weeks, one dollar and seventy-five cents; higher

branches of education, three dollars; paid in two weeks,

two dollars and fifty cents; Greek and Latin, four

dollars: paid in two weeks, three dollars and fifty

cents. Beside the tuition, each pupil was required to

furnish one-half cord of wood or twenty-five cents in

money, toward warming the building.

At the close of the first year, the trustees reported

one hundred scholars in attendance as the average for

the year. The academy continued under the super-

intendence of Mr. Bronson until May. 1838. when he

was succeeded by Mr. Henry Tucker, a graduate of

Union College. Owiug to the difficulty of sustaining

the school, an effort was made to increase the number

of pupils by reducing still lower the price of tuition.

The salaries of the superintendents and assistants

depended npon the amount the principal could collect

for tuition, which rendered their compensation very

uncertain and generally very unsatisfactory. Mr.

Tucker remained until the fall of that year (1838)

when he was succeeded by Mr. John Kennan, of Herki-

mer. New York. There was no lack of ability in these

different principals to establish for the academy a high

reputation, but it was evidently premature. The
country was too sparsely populated and the people too

poor to support the expenses necessary for its suc-

cessful continuance, and we find, in October of 1829,

a consolidation of the academy with the district scl Is.

with Mr. Kennan as principal. The number of pupils

was thus increased, but even then the salary of the prin-

cipal amounted to less than four hundred dollars jier

year. Mr. Kennan continued in charge of the school

until the fall of 1830, when he resigned his position,

and Rev. Mr. Johnson, formerly principal of the

Classical and Young Indies' Boarding School, of

Utica, New York, succeeded him in the superintend-

encv. The population of the Xorwalk corporation at

this time wa-i three hundred and ten. The board of

school examiners was appointed by the court, and
consisted at this time of Ebenezer Andrews. Doctor

Amos. B. Harris. Moses Kimball and L. Bradley.

In August. 1831, Miss Roxaua Sprague was employed

to teach the school in district number one, and occu-

pied a mom upon the first Hour of the academy build-

ing. The studies taught in the academy at this time

were all the common branches, including rhetoric,

elocution, astronomy, chemistry, philosophy, mineral*

|

ogy. geology, music, engineering and surveying, and
the Latin and Greek languages.

In April. 1*3:5 Mi-s Kli/.a Ware opened a School

,

exclusively for voting ladies, in the academy building.
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under the title of •• Norwalk Female Seminary," hut

boob after it was moved to the residence of C. P.

Bronton, who then resided on the lot directly west of

St. Paul's Church. This school was not of long dura-

tion.

NORWALK SEMINARY.

Oti the 1 1th of November, 1*33, the "Norwalk Semi-

nary" was opened in the academy building, under the

auspices of the Methodist Episcopal Church, with

Rev. Jonathan E. Chaplin as principal. Norwalk at

this time had a population of eight hundred and

ninety-nine.

The seminary opened with the principal and one

male assistant, and three female teachers, Miss Jen-

kins, Miss Louisa Hamlin and Miss Anna Laugford.

The school was opened successfully, and was prose-

cuted vigorously, and, at the close of the first year,

showed an average attendance of one hundred pupils.

Our population in July, 1834. was one thousand and

twenty. During the second year a course of lectures

was delivered by Dr. Bigelow upon chemistry, and a

philosophical apparatus was procured for the use of

the school. The number of pupils rapidly increased

as the character of th>? institution became more widely

known, and at the end of the second year they re-

ported one hundred and eighty-nine in attendance:

and a very large proportion of this number was made
up of young ladies and gentlemen of more advanced

years, who labored with unusual zeal in acquiring an
education.

The seminary burned down on the night of Febru-

ary 'H>, 1&3G, with a loss of about three thousand dol-

lars, and no insurance; school books, library and
apparatus were all destroyed. The blow was a severe

one to the institution, as it had no endowment nor

support from public funds, and the people of Norwalk
and the patrons of the institution were in no pecu-

niary condition to rebuild; but with commendable

energy the friends of the seminary immediately set

themselves to work to raise funds for rebuilding, and

upon a larger scale than before. Mr. Chaplin, the

principal, and Rev. H. 0. Sheldon went east to solicit

assistance, while others were laboring amongst our

own people for contributions; but means came slow

and sparingly. In the intervals, however, the school

was not discontinued. The Methodist Church, to-

gether with the basement of the Baptist Church, were

improvised for the emergency, with an interruption of

but four days. Rev. J. E. Chaplin continued as

principal, with Mr. Darnell assistant, Mrs. Goshorn,

Miss Loveland ami Miss Laugford in the female de-

partment, and Rev. II. O. Sheldon as general agent

for raising funds and promoting the general interests

of the institution. The catalogue for 183tl showed

one hundred and thirty-seven in the male department

and one hundred ami eighteen in the female—aggre-
gate, two hundred and fifty-live.

The fall term commenced tu October. 1830, the

trustees presenting a flattering prospectus. J. M.

Goshorn became the agent, and the same corps of

instructors were retained. Rev. Dr. Thompson de-

livered the commencement address to the students

and patrons of the sc hool.

In February. 1837. the trustees issued proposals for

;
the erection of a new building, of brick, forty by

I eighty feet, and three stories high: and, in December,

1W8, they were enabled to re-open the school in the
' new building for male scholars, the apartment for

female pupils not ln-iug complete. The former prin-

cipal, Kev. J. K. Chaplin, having lieeu transferred

by the Methodist conference to Michigan. Itev. Ed-

ward Thompson was appointed to fill the vacancy in

1838. Alexander Nelson was his assistant in the

mathematical department, and new life was infused

into the school.

At the annual commencement in ISi'i, the cata-

logue of the seminary showed three hundred and

ninety-one students during the year, and the examin-

ing committee spoke in the highest terms of the pro-

ficiency of the students and the zealous and faithful

!

labors of the instructors in the various branches.

The financial condition of the seminary was not

good. Since the effort to rebuild, debts had accumu-

lated upon the trustees, which they found it exceed-

ingly difficult to meet, and, for the purpose of relief,

a society was organized in the fall of 184$, known as

the " Norwalk Education Society." the object of

which was to collect funds, and aid iu other ways the

institution to relieve itself of debt aud to increase its

usefulness, of which society Rev. Adam Poe was

electee! president.

The general conference of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, held in New York City in June. 1844,

elected Rev. Edward Thompson, editor of the L<i<lie*'

Repository, published in Cincinnati, aud, at the dose

i of the summer session in July, 1S44, he tendered his

resignation as principal of the seminary, which posi-

; tion he had occupied since the fall of 1*38. His

resignation was accepted with regret. He was a man
of rare literary attainments, of ripe scholarship, of

I pleasiug address, of refined and gentlemanly manners,

' and purity of life and character, and the vacancy thus

created was one of great difficulty to fill.

II. Dwight, who had for some time been the prin-

cipal assistant of Doctor Thompson, was appointed

I

his successor, and the fall term of 1*44 was opened

under his supervision, and he remained principal of

the seminary until its close. January, 1840.

The seminary hail been laboring under heavy in-

debtedness from the time of rebuilding in 1 s.'ts, which

the most strenuous of its friends had been unable to

remove; and now that the stronger interests of the

Methodist denomination throughout the State had

been transferred to the university at Delaware, the

local interest of Norwalk wa- found inadequate to the

removing of the incumbrance, ami the whole property

\

was sold under execution in favor of the builders.
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NORWALK INSTITlTf.

Tin- Baptists of Norwalk called a meeting Janu-

ary, 1848, to take into consideration the purchas-

ing of the ]>r(»|K.'rty, ami the continuance of the

school under the auspices of that denomination; ami

measures were immediately inaugurated to earn the

proposition thus hrought forward for accomplishing

tliis into effet-t. A hoard of trustees was elected, con-

sisting of J. 8. Lowry. Rev. Jeremiah Hall. Rev. R.

N. Hender.-on. Rev. .Samuel Woodsworth and John

Solly, and arrangements made to make immediate

efforts to procure subscriptions and donations for the

purchase and opening of the school, under the name

and style of the " Norwalk Institute."

The institute was opened August. l*4o\ with Rev.

Jeremiah Hall as principal, assisted by Nathan S.

Burton, and Miss Martha J. Flanders as principal of

the female department. The terms of tuition remained

the same as under the seminary management, and

pupils rapidly tilled up the school. In November,

1*4?, the catalogue showed the number of pupils for

the year to be two hundred and thirty—one hundred

ami fifteen gentlemen, ninety-three ladies, and twenty-

two primary—and the numbers continued to increase,

till in 1*4'.) their catalogue showed three hundred ami

six. Rev. J. Hall was succeeded by A. S. Hntchins

as principal, wh ntinucd to occupy that position

till IS.*).*), when the institute ceased to exist.

The legislature of Ohio passed the Akron school

law, February *, 1*4?, and under this act and the

one amendatory thereto, other towns, by a potition of

two-thirds of their ipuditied voters, could avail them-

selves of its provisions. This law authorized and

inaugurated the system of graded schools, which were

noon after so generally adopted, and which experience

has amended and improved till it has resulted in our

present efficient system.

March, 1*.V», the N'orwalk institute was purchased

by the Union school district, together with library

and apparatus, and Mr. Hntchins, who had been

principal of the institute, became the superintendent

Of our pnbllC schools.

KKMALi: sKMINARY.

The history of our schools would be incomplete

should we omit to mention the Female seminary,

established in December, 1837, under the principal-

ship of Mis-< Harriet Red ford. The school was under

the control of a joint stock company, and managed
by a board of directors, of which David (iibbs was

president, ami Dr. John TitTt, secretary. The build-

ing occupied was the one erected at an early day for

our county courthouse, but finding it too small to

accommodate the increasing business of the county,

it was sold and moved to Whittlc-ey avenue, and
occupied for several years for school purposes. No
data can lie found from which the text hooks used,

the course of study adopted, or the number of pupils

it) attendance can be given. In March. 1 s:;«.». Miss

D ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

Bedford was succeeded by Mrs. M. F. C. Worcester,

the accomplished wife of Hon. S. T. Worcester, then

a resident of our village, whose love of the occupa-

tion, united with educational qualifications of a high

order, soon gave to the school an enviable reputation

amongst our own citizens, and brought in man;

pupils from other towns.

The price of tuition in English branches was five

I

dollars, including drawing, six dollars; Latin and

French in addition, eight dollars; music, five dollars

extra.

The seminary, however, continued but a short time,

though the precise" date of its close we cannot readily

determine, as no records have !>een found. A want

of means and pecuniary embarrassment led to its dis-

continuance, and the building was sold. Mrs. Wor-

cester, however, continued a private school for young

ladies for some time after, which was eminently suc-

cessful.

But the necessity A a good female school amongst

our people was still strongly felt, and the matter con-

tinued to be agitated until the winter of 184<" and '4?,

when an act of incorporation was obtained for the

'•Norwalk Female Seminary," with S. T. Worcester,

W. F. Kittridge, C. L. Latimer, John R. Osborn and

Rev. Alfred Newton, as trustees, and an effort was

made to get the necessary amount of stock subscribed,

which was fixed at three thousand five hundred dol-

lars. This amount, after considerable labor, was

finally obtained, ami a beautiful location was selected

in the west part of our village, coiner of Mam ami

Pleasant streets, which was the generous gift of Hon.
S. T. Worcester, and a suitable two-story brick build-

ing was erected, which was completed and fully paid

for in .lime. 1*4*.

It was not until the spring of 1*50 that the semi-

nary was finally o|icncd under the charge of Rev. J.

M. Hayes, a Presbyterian minister of scholarly ac-

quirements, who had previously obtained, by purchase

and assignment, the interests of the shareholders,

with the reservation on the part of some that the

building should continue to be used for the purposes

originally designed.

Mr. Haves remained two years, and was succeeded

by Rev. Asa Bramard, of New York. He remained

but two years, and was succeeded In Miss E. Cook, a

graduate of Ml. Holyoke, who had charge of it for

the two succeeding years, when she resigned the -xtsi-

t ion to her sister, Miss 0. Cook, who remained one

year.

Miss Metcalf, of Hudson, Ohio, was then (in !*">?)

employed with Mi-s Eliza*S. Watson as assistant, and

they fully sustained the good reputation the school

attained under the former instructors. But the com-

mercial disasters of the country at this time, com-

bined with the growing interests of our citizens in

I

our Public school*, left the seminary without an
; adequate support, ami in 1*58 it -Uspeiided. Though

its life was less than ten years, it had exerted a marked

influence in our village and its vicinity.
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was torn at Xorwalk, Conn., (X-t. 1G, 1797. He

moved with his father's family to Saratoga Co.,

X. Y., in the year 1806; thence, in 1818, to Onon-

daga Co., X. Y., where he married Lucy, daughter

of El»cnezer Hill, in the year 1826. His wife

died in 1830, and in 1835 he married, for his

second wife, Harriet, daughter of Seth Raker, of

Ijafayettc, Onondaga Co., X. Y., and resided at

Ithaca, X. Y., until 1836, when he moved to

Fairfield, Huron Co., Ohio; thence, in 1843, to

Xorwalk, in said county, where he remained until

the date of his death, Jan. 28, 1879, in the eighty-

second vcar of his age. He was employed as civil

engineer, about 1831, on the Ithaca and Owego

Railroad, one of the first railroads built in the

United States.

He officiated as county surveyor of Huron County

for fourteen years, and did more or less surveying

during all the years of his residence in Ohio,

though he made farming his principal occu]>ntion,

being proprietor of the fine farm now owned by

his son, Capt. L. R. Mesnard, and located two

miles south of Xorwalk.

Rut few men were more widely known or rc-

s|)ccted throughout tlie county. He was an exem-

plary Christian, and a man of sterling worth and

integrity. He leaves a son ami three daughters, all

]
residents of Huron County.

Digitized by Google



HISTORY OF HURON AN1

PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Tin- history of the public schools of Norwalk,

Ohio, from the date of it* first settlement in 1809 to

the adoption of our present system of graded schools i

in 1850, presents little of especial interest.

Our district schools were taught for many years in

buildings rented for that purpose, but one school

house belonging to the district up to 1837. which

stood upon the west lot of the grounds now occupied

by our high school building. It was a one-story

wooden structu.e, with but one room, which was

removed about 1830.

In 1837, a school house was built on the brow of

the hill southwest of the court house, now known as

Benedict avenue, and being somewhat pretentious

from being painted, was known as the " White school

house.'' Another was soon after built on Seminary

street, near the old Methodist church, of brick, and

another was built on Whittlesey avenue in 1841—the 1

same building now occupied by our public schools.

A building was also rented on Railroad avenue in

1841, where a school was kept by J. II. Poster; and

another was kept in a building near the corner of

Main and Milan streets, and still another wais in the

Norwalk seminary building.

The directors in 1811 were Timothy Baker, John
R. OstHirn and Jairus Kennan.

Our seminary being in operation at that time, there

were few excepting primary scholars who attended

the district schools.

KlIlsT TEAcTIEKS* I.VSTIT1TE.

In February, 1848, the first congregation of teach-

ers, under the title of Teachers* Institute, was called

in this place.

The county board of examiners earnestly requested

nil teachers, ami those intending to make application,
j

to attend tins institute, as they had determined ti|M>n

u more thorough and rigid course of examining the

qualifications of teachers than formerly.

The commissioners of the county made an appro-

priation to meet the ordinary expenses, board ex-

cepted.

The first institute proved a great success. It was

conducted by Prof. M. F. Cowdry, then of Geauga
county, and J. Hurtv, of Mansfield. Ohio, assisted by

Rev. Jeremiah Hall, the principal of the Xorwalk

institute. From one hundred and fifty to two hun-

dred teachers, and those desiring to become such,

were in attendance.

Lectures were delivered by Hon. S. T. Worcester,

then of Norwalk, and Rev. Mr. Sawyer, of Monroo-

villi-, and Hon. Isaac J. Allen, of Mansfield, and an

interest was awakened in educational matters, the

result of which extended far l>evond our borders.

FIK.-T SOKMA1. <.T.A» IN THE STATE.

On the 14th day of June. 184*. the first normal

class of the "State Touchers' As-ocial ion " held in

Ohio wa- convened in this place, Continuing nine
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weeks, and marks an epoch in our educational his-

tory, for it seems to have proved the radiating jwint

from which a letter, a more thorough and far higher

System was soon to be eliminated.

The Honorable Samuel Oalloway, then secretary of

state, and president of the Ohio State teachers* as-

sociation, delivered an address before the class.

i xtox SCHOOLS.

Immediately upon the adjournment of the "State

Normal Class," a meeting of our citizens was called at

the court house, to take into consideration the pro-

priety of establishing a system of union schools. This

was in August, 184K.

The legislature of our State, in February, 1H4!>,

passed an act under which all incorporated cities,

towns and villages having a population of two hund-

red or more might vote upon the adoption of the sys-

tem—a majority vote deciding the adoption or rejec-

tion of the law.

At the spring election in 185(1, the question wan

submitted to a vote of the people, and was adopted

with great unanimity. A board of education was

elected, and proceeded at once to adapt the brick

sch«M)l building on Whittlesey avenue to the necessities

of the school.

Mr. 1). F. DeWolf was elected superintendent, and

all arrangements were made for opening under the

graded system on the 23d of September of that year.

The board of education consisted of six members:

W. F. Kittridge, E. E. Husted, Samuel Pennewell.

S. T. Worcester. Henry Brown and 0. L Boalt:

Henry Brown as clerk of the board.

There were three buildings occupied for school pur-

poses. The Central, on Mechanic street (now Whit-

tlesey avenue.) the South Pleasant street building,

and the brick school house on Seminary street: the

latter two as ward schools for primary scholars, with

five female teachers. The superintendent also gave

the larger portion of his time to teaching.

The female teachers were Mrs. DeWolf, Miss Eunice

C. Fox. Miss Isabella Fair. Miss M. Barrett and Miss

Julia Hitchcock.

The population of Norwalk at this time was about

two thousand, and the union school district extended

over the corporation.

The school opened with three hundred scholars in

the various grades. Tin salary «»f the su|k rinti ndent

was fixed at six hundred dollars a year, and that

of the female teachers at fourteen dollars |>er month.

A tax was levied for school purposes of two and one-

half mills, producing one thousand and fifty dollars,

besides the money received from the State school fund,

amounting to three hundred and forty dollars.

The enrollment of the year amounted to about four

hundred, of whom one hundred and ninety were males

and two hundred and ten females, with an average at-

tendance of three hundred. The school was taught

for ten months. The departments were divided into

primary, secondary anil grammar schools.
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At the May election in 1851, <>.<«. Carter and John

R. Osburn were elected members of the board of

education to fill the vacancies occasioned by the ex-

pi ratioti of the term* of >>. T. Worcester and C. L
Boalt, Mr. DeWolf was continued in the superin-

tendency, and Mrs. P. A. Seymour was engaged in
|

the grammar school at a salary of two hundred dollars.

She continued but a short time, and Miss Janes was

appointed to the vacancy.

The enumeration for 185*4 shows seven hundred

and seven between the ages of four and twenty-one

yeai». with an enrollment in onr schools of four

hundred and fifty-six. The salary of Mr. DeWolf,

as superintendent, was increased to seven hundred

dollars. During the year. Miss Ella Tenney. one of

the teachers, died, after a brief illness, and a special

meeting of the hoard was held, and resolutions of

resect and condolence were passed.

No course of study appears in any of the records of

the school at this time.

At the close of the school year, 1853. Mr. DeWolf

tendered his resignation as superintendent, and the

vacancy was filled by the election of William P.

Clark, of Hillsdale, Michigan, us superintendent, at

a .-alary of eight hundred dollars. Mrs. Bates was >

employed to take charge of the grammar school, and

Miss Hill. Miss Julia Hitchcock. Miss Fannie Wil-

son. Miss Dealing and Miss Lowe in the other depart-

ment-. The school examiners at this time were Rev.

E. Winthrop, Kev. Alfred Newton and Samuel T.

Worcester.

The whole \alne of our school property was re-

turned at *2.*>o. and the total expenses of our school

for the year at *1,8(mi. The average salary of female

teachers for forty weeks was *1S0. A special school

tax was levied of two mills. The value of map- and I

school apparatus was 1150,

In 1855, the board purchased the brick building
[

occupied bv the Norwalk Institute, to be used as a

central and high school building for the district.

The purchase was for the sum of W.otHt, which em-

braced the two central lots and the present high

school building, a -mall library and some apparatus.

Mr. A. S. Hutchins, the former principal of the
j

Norwalk Institute, was elected superintendent of the
j

Union School- in September, 1854, in place of Mr.

Clark. Mr. S. F. Newman was elected principal of

the grammar school, with seven female teachers in

the primary and secondary departments.

Previous to the close of the school year in 1855,

Mi . Hutchins resigned his position as superintendent,

and Mr. William Mitchell was appointed to the va-

cancy.

Mr. Mitchell was re-elected superintendent in 185G,

at a salary of *l,IMMi |„. r year, with the following

corps of teachers : S. F. Newman, principal of the

grammar school, salary, *600 ; Miss 8. s. Sanford,

at 1450, Mi- Julia Hitchcock, at *3im>
; Mis- Fannie

Wilson, at 8250 ; Miss Dealing. *3<mi.

The board at this time consi-ted of N. S. C. Per- ,

kin-, Jos. M. Farr. ('. E. Newman, H. Rose, F.

Sawyer and H. P. (Jeer. A levy of four mills was

made for school purposes, and Mr. Mitchell was con-

tinued in the superintendency at his previous salary.

At the annual election in 185s, J. A. Jackman and

Theodore Baker were elected in the places of C. E.

Newman ami R. P. Geor, whose terms had expired,

and the new board systematized their labors by the

appointment of committees to attend to specific du-

ties, to wit : A committee upon teachers, a committee

upon buildings and repairs, upon text l>ook.-, and

upon supplies. Rev. A. Newton. William Mitchell

and S. T. Worcester were appointed examiners for

the year.

There seemed to the board a necessity for retrench-

ing expenses, ami the salary of the superintendent

was reduced to nine hundred dollars, and in the fol-

lowing year Mr. Mitchell tendered his resignation.

Mr. Theodore E. Baker was elected by the board to

succeed Mr. Mitchell in the superintendency. at a

salary of eight hundred dollars.

At the annual election, May 5th, 18fio, Messrs.

0. K. Pennewell and William Case were elected mem-
bers of the board in the places of Perkins ami Rose,

whose terms had expired, and at the close of the

school year in July, the board elected R. W. Steven-

son, then of Dresden, Ohio, to the superintendency,

at a -alary of eight hundred and fifty dollars, and his

wife a- assistant teacher in the high school, at a salary

of three hundred and fifty dollars.

In 1861, sub-di-trict number nine, joining the

union school district on the east, was by petition

added to it. At this time the number of teachers

increased to twelve, including the superintendent

Iii 1863, the salary of the superintendent was raised

to one thousand dollars.

The first graduate of our union schools was Miss

Sarah E. Wilkinson, in 18(JI, ami the next was Miss

Nettie M. North, in 1802; and in the class of 18(53

wen- Mi-- Arietta Newman, William F. Parker and

Cortland L. Kennan.

In 1864, Mr. Stevenson's salary was increased to

one thousand one hundred dollars. All the teachers

of the previous year were invited to remain, at in-

creased salaries. At the close of this school year

there were seven in the graduating class.

In I8'i5, Mr. Stevenson's salary was again increased,

to one thousand two hundred dollars, and all the

teachers of the previous year were invited to remain

at former salaries. The population of our union

school district at this time was three thousand eight

hundred ami twenty-one. and the enumeration of

children between five and twenty-one years was one

thousand four hundred and forty-three, divided as

follow-: Six hundred and ninety-live white males,

seven hundred and thirty-seven white females, seven

colored male* and four colored females. At the close

of this school year there was a graduating class of six.

In |8(J6, Mr. Stevenson's salary was again increased

by the voluntary action of the board, they recogniz-
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ing the value of his services, and (he salaries of inter-

mediate ami secondary teachers were also increased

fifty dollars'pcr year each.

In 1867. Mr. Stevenson was again re-elected to the

superintendency, with his salary increased to one

thousand five hundred dollars.

The board decided to erect a larger and better

school house on South Pleasant street, the old one

being small and dilapidated. A lot was purchased,

adjoining the old one, for eight hundred dollars, and

a brick building was erected to accommodate primary

scholars. The tax levied was five mills, and the

amount disbursed for school purposes was thirteen

thousand and thirty-five dollars and seventy-nine

cents. There were ten graduates at the close of this

year.

In 18»<8. R. W. Stevenson was re-elected superin-

tendent, at a salary of two thousand dollars, and the

salaries of most of the teachers were increased.

There was urgent necessity for more room and

more school buildings, to accommodate the increased

number of scholars in the different wards of the vil-

lage. The board obtained from the corporation

authorities a deed of two lots on League street,

designed in the platting by the •• Homestead League"

for "public purposes." for the erection of a school

house, and the board proceeded to erect a good,

substantial two-story brick building for the purpose,

known as the " league Street School House."

The building was erected under the especial super-

vision id I). I). Benedict and Theodore Williams,

(a committed appointed by the board,) at an excuse
of five thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight

dollars ami eighty-one cents, which was all paid for

without levying any additional tax over that raised for

school purposes of five mills. The board also pur-

chased an acre of land on Benedict avenue, in the

south part of the village, for the erection id another

ward school house, to be pat up as soon as the finances

would permit, without creating a bonded debt. For

this they paid eight hundred dollars.

Our enumeration had now reached one thousand,

seven hundred and fifty-four, between the ages of

five and twenty-one, and the enrollment in our schools

was eight hundred and seventy-five, with an average

cost per pupil of twelve dollars ami fifty-four cents

per year. The graduating class this year consisted of

live members.

At the close of the school year in 1871, the super-

intendent and nil the teachers were invited to remain.

Mr. Stevenson, however, tendered his resignation, as

he had been elected to the same position in the public

schools of Columbus, at an increased salary.

Mr. Henry A. Farwell, of Qnincy. Illinois, was

elected by the board to succeed Mr. Stevenson from

Septeml>cr, 1871, at a salary of one thousand five

hundred dollars.

The crowded state of our -chools in 1872 made it

necessary that a school building should be erected on

the lot purchased on Benedict avenue, and plans were

procured, and measures adopted for proceeding at

once to its erection. D. D. Benedict and Theodore

Williams were appointed a building committee, and

authorized to fit up the grounds and make all neces-

sary arrangements for having a school oj>ened. A
very commodious two-story brick building was erected,

about thirty-six by sixty feet, upon the ground, de-

signed to accommodate two primary schools, with

ante-rooms, recitation-rooms and black-boards, and

seated with modern single seats and desks, having a

more tasty and attractive exterior than any of our

previous school buildings, at a cost of eight thousand

dollars. This building will seat comfortably one

hundred and fifty scholars.

Mr. Farwell was re-elected superintendent at a

salary of one thousand seven hundred and fifty dol-

lars, and the teachers of the previous year were invited

to remain.

Mr. Farwell was re-elected su|M?rintendent in 1872,

at his previous salary.

Miss S. H. Smith resigned her position in the high

school at the close of the school year in 1873. She

had been teache/ of marked ability in our schools for

many years, and her resignation was accepted with

much regret.

Mr. Farwell was re-elected to the superintendence

in duly, 1*73. There was a graduating class at the

close of the school year of eleven.

In July, 1 S74, Mr. FarwelKs time having expired,

the board elected C. W. Oakes superintendent, at a

salary of one thousand and six hundred dollars per

year.

The enumeration taken under the law id May 15,

1873, limits the school age to those between six and

twenty-one years—our last enumeration embracing

those between five and twenty-one years. We find the

number reduced to one thonsand six hundred and

thirty-four. The average daily attendance was six

hundred and fourteen, of whom eighty were in the

high school. It should Ik' stated, in explanation of

the small per ccntage of daily attendance to the

enumeration, that the Catholic denomination main-

tains separate schools, and also the Lutherans (mak-

ing three in all,) and employing four or five teachers.

There were twelve in the graduating class at the

close of the school year.

Mr. Oakes was re-elected to the superintendency in

June. 1S75, at a salary of one thousand and eight

hundred dollars.

The board this year added vocal music to the

branches taught, and engaged the services of Prof.

Lnse at a salary of six hundred dollars, to divide his

time between the different schools.

A brief recapitulation of the prominent points in

our school history may not l>e uninteresting.

Our graded schools were organized under the

general law of 1840: they opened under that law in

September, 1850; the population of Xorwalk was

!
then about two thousand: the enrollment the first

. year Was about four hundred: our present population
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(is;!») is six thousand and one hundred; our enu-

meration between six and twenty-one years is one

thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine: our enroll-

ment in schools, exclusive of Catholic and Lutheran

schools, is one thousand and one.

Wo commenced with four schools, in three build-

ings, and five teachers; we uow have seven school

houses; nineteen schools and twenty-three teachers.

We paid our first superintendent six hundred dollars

per year, aud our female teac hers fourteen dollars per

month; we now pay our superintendent one thousand

and eight hundred per year, ami our female teachers

from thirty-live to sixty dollars |xu- month. Our
monthly pay roll is now one thousand and two

hundred dollars.

We commenced with three grades, primary, sec-

ondary and grammar : we now have nine grades, em-
bracing the high school, with a standard of education

intended to tit pupils to enter college. We think the

average cost per scholar, for instruction for a series

of years, will not exceed *15 |»er year.

Our school property in 1K50 was worth 12,300; it

is now worth over *43.000.

We have had seven different superintendents in our

schools since organizing under the graded system, as

follows: 1). F. DeWolf, from 185(1 to 1853; W. P.

Clark, from 1853 to 1854 ; A. S. Hutching, from

1N54 to ls.Vt ; William Mitchell, from 1*55 to 1859
;

T. K. Maker, from 1 Salt to 1800 ; R. W. Stevenson,

1800 to 1871 : H. A. Farwell, 1871 to 1874: C. W.
Oakes. 1874.

Our list of graduates numbers 128.

An association of the Alumni was organized in

1875, which proved both pleasant ami profitable, and

promise* to lie a permanent society, holding regular

meetings hereafter. It nnml>ers among its meml»ers

many of our best citizens, and gathers from abroad

many, occupying prominent positions, who have gone

out from us.

The Catholic portion of our population has never

felt disposed to participate, to any great extent, in

the benefits of OUT public schools, preferring to main-

tain their Separate denominational institutions. Thev
maintain two schools within our district, employing

four teachers.

The board of education has never made the reading

of the Bible in the schools imperative upon superin-

tendents or teachers, but has left the matter wholly

discretionary with them ; and though the general

practice is in most of our schools to read a jioition of

the Scriptures in the opening exercise, no strictures

or criticisms have arisen of a sectarian character to

disturb their peaceful progress.

There is no local interest dearer to our people than

that of maintaining the high standing of our public

schoools. The impression has grown into a settled

conviction, that with universal suffrage, the great safe-

guard for our institutions, both civil and religious, is

in universal education.

law ani» nvsijrwu comjsbs.

On the 2 1st day of October, A. I). 1878, Wm. H.

Spraguc, Est)., established Sprague's Business Col-

lege, and located it in Gullup's new block. Since its

organization. o\er thirty students have been and are

i in attendance. It is already a success. By reason of

young men soliciting assistance in studying the law,

the proprietor has concluded to add a law department.

I
which will open on the 22d day of September, 1870,

ami will be known as Sprague's Law and Business

I College. The faculty have been engaged and are

well known at the bar, viz : Hon. 0. T. Stewart,

Col. Frank Sawyer, S. A. Wild man and ('. H. Gnl-

lup. Instruction in phonographic short-hand will

also be given by Mr. P. J. Mahon, a practical pho-

nographer.

WHITTLESEY A< AOEMY.

For twenty-six years there has l>een in existence in

Norwalk, a corporation known by name to many of

our citizens, but as to whose origin and history there

exists an almost entire lack of information. A whole

generation has grown up since the "Whittlesey Acad-

emy <>f Arts and Sciences" was organized, who know

nothing of the facts which led to its organization.

On the 10th of October, 181>i, Hon. Elisha Whit-

tlesey, who held the title as trustee in fad, for him-

self," Mathew B. Whittlesey, E. Moss White and

Piatt Benedict, filed the "town plat of Norwalk" with

the recorder of Huron county. Forty-eight lots are

plotted and described, and the conclusion of the de-

scription is as follows :

"The road*, streets and alleys are given for public

use. Lot 13 is _'i\en fora site to build a court house.

Lot 12, a meeting house. Lot 1 for an academy or

college, ami lot 24 fora goal. "e\identl\ meaning gaol,

or jail.

Lot 1. thus dedicated for "an academy or college"

remained unoccupied for man) year*, and was used

for a play ground by the youth of the village, and as

a public hitching place for teams, but after nearly

forty years Mr. Whittlesey, in 1854. then u resident

of Washington, and Piatt Benedict. ga\c a quit claim

deed of the lot to the "Whittlesey Academy of Arts

and Sciences." which had been organized by a number

of the leading citizens of the town the year previous.

This quit claim is dated April 20th. 1854.

On the 3nth of May. 1853, a number of gentlemen
1

"being desirous of founding an academy, in said

town, for the advancement of useful knowledge by

course- of lectures upon the sciences and arts, and

a library and cabinet of curiosities," made )»etition to

the county auditor, to be incorporated under the laws

of Ohio. "The intention being to secure and perfect

the title to lot No. 1 in said Norwalk. and erect a

suitable building thereon, according to the the inten-

tion of the donor. Hon. Elisha Whittlesey." Accord-

ingly. O. T. Stewart, who was then the county

auditor, appointed three appraisers, David Johnson.

David E. Merrill, and Alfred S. Curtis*, to view and
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appraise lot No. 1. They duly performed this duty,

appraising the lot at $800, and made their return

May 31st. The next day. auditor Stewart issued his

certificate of incorporation, and on June 2d, C. B.

Sticknev, E. Gray, G. II. Saflord. J. E. Ingeraoll, C.

E. Newman . If. R. Brailey, F. A. Wildman and G.

T. Stewart, met at the mayor's office to organize.

C. B. Sticknev presided and G. T. Stewart acted as

secretary. G. H. Saflord stated the object of the

meeting ami moved that the association Ik- known as

the •'Whittlesey Academy of Arts and Sciences."

Messrs. Ingersoll, Brailey and Satford were appointed

committee to draft a constitution and by-laws, which

were adopted at a meeting held June 18th. On the

2d of July, officers were chosen for the year, as follows:

President, S. T. Worcester ; rice-president, G. T.

Stewart ; secretary, J. E. Ingersoll ; treasurer, E.

<J ray: librarian, C. E. Newman; trustees, S. T.

Worcester, G. T. Stewart, C. B. Sticknev, G. H.

Satford, M. R. Brailey.

Within a few weeks. Mr. Ingefroll removed from

the village, and F. A. Wildman was chosen secretary.

Mr. Gray, who was the first treasurer, has acted con-

tinuously in that capacity eversiuce. nearly twenty-six

years. The academy being thus organized, the next

thing was to erect a building. At a meeting held

November 7, 1853, a building committee was ap-

pointed, consisting of G. T. Stewart. G. H. Safford

and E. Grey. Subsequently. M. R. Brailey was added

to the committee, ami the contract for building the

present Whittlesey block was awarded to John King.

The sum of *10, 137. 02, to build with, was furnished

by the following parties, who received per|>etual

leases, subject to forfeiture on non-payment of annu-

al rental or assessments, of the several rooms in the

block, the academy reserving Whittlesey hall and

ante-room for its own use :

rial I Benedict. CUM 9)

K Uager l.«7 SO

J. M. Cro«t>jr UN N
Hutted* On? 779 so

Corporation of Norwallc B74 (10

Worcester* Penneweli Kl> IS

0»born * Stewart, 358 70

O. H. Safford WN
O. T. Stewart aos do

Jt R Brailey, IJHt 10

Ml Vernon Lodge So *i. F 4 A. M. VMM

The total cost of the building, as shown by the re-

port of treasurer Gray, was some *188 more than the

above.

The academy is limited to twenty-five members,

who hold their membership during life, or until re-

moval from the comm. Vacancies are filled at the

annual meeting, which is held the second Monday in

April. All the rooms in the block are subject to an

annual charge for ground rent, and the amounts thus

received, with the rental of Whittlesey hall, furnish

the income of tin- academy. Until 18iii», when the

Young Men's Library and Heading Room was estab-

lished, the academy furnished a Course of lecture*

nearly every winter, ami bud accumulated quite a

library and some curiosities. They then made an ar-

rangement with the library association, whereby the

latter took charge of their books. An annual appro-

priation of from *100 to MOO for new hooks has since

been made. At this time nearly all the books in the

Young Men's Library belong to the Whittlesey acad-

emy. The free use of the hall has also l>eeii granted

the library for lectures or entertainments, to the

I

number of, at least, eight each year.

The affairs of the academey are managed by a

I

board of five trustees, who meet at frequent intervals

during the year, the academy itself rarely convening,

: save at the annual meeting in April. The following

gentlemen have been members of the Whittlesey

academy in the past

:

M. R. Brailev. G. II. Safford, J. E. Ingersoll, W.
S. Rose. S. T. Worcester, S. R. Beckwith, B. F.

Roberts, J. A. Jones, Edward Winthrop, Charles

Bishop, J. A. Jackmau, I. E. Morehouse, John

Cline, George Baker. Joseph M. Farr, E. M. Stone,

A. Brainerd. K. W. Stevenson. 1). H. Pease, C. E.

Fennewcll, E. E. Husted, Jairus Kennan, 0. L.

Boalt, S. L. Hatch, F. Sears, Piatt Benedict, John
Mountain, Elmer E. Husted.

The following are the present members :

G. T. Stewart. E. Gray, C. E. Newman. F. A.

Wildman, 0. G. Carter, C. B. Stickney, L. D.

Struttou, John Tifft. N. S. C. Perkins, Hiram Rose,

Franklin Sawyer, P. N. Schuyler, J. B. Ford, ft P.

Wickham, G. W. Knapp, D. D. Benedict, S. P.

Hildreth, Henry S. Mitchell. C. L. Kennan, I). H.

i
Fox. S. A. Wildman, Charles A. Lloyd, C. H. Gal-

lup, James G. Gibbs, L. C. Laylin.

The annual meeting for 187ft, was held Monday,

April 14th. Eighteen members were present. The
report of the trustees showed an income during the

year of Wfi.io from hall rents, and *1'.»4.!>2 from

ground rents and assessments. (Assessments are

made on the several rooms for repairs or improve-

ments when necessary).

The exjienditures amounted to $ft'<J3.02, of which

*178. 1? was for books for the library, and 1133 was

for the catalogue of the library. The balance on

hand is *460.8G.

Officers for the ensuing year were elected, as fol-

lows : President, F. A. Wildman ; vice-president, 0.

G. Carter : secretary, S. A. Wildman ; treasurer, E.

Gray : trustees. I). H. Fox. C. H. Gallup. S. P.

Hildreth, C. A. Lloyd and S. A. Wildman ; of which

board C. H. Gallup is chairman.

The use of the hall, free of expense, was tendered

to the library asssoeiation, for lectures or entertain-

ments, to the number of nine during the year. The
sum of *l*ii> was appropriated for books, to be placed

i in the keeping of the library association. The trus-

|

lees were authorized to take such action a* they may
deem proper in aiding the Fireland* Historical Soci-

ety to .protect its cabinet.

The academy is one of the most meritorious insti-

j
tutions in the place, and (hat gift of lot No. 1, is
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really the substantial base of onr present valuable

Young Men's Library.

LIBRARY ANt» RBAD1NO ROOM.

Early in January, 18»5«, a number of our citizens

convened at the town hall, to discuss plana for estab-

lishing a reading room, and organizing a library asso-

ciation. Resolutions were adopted expressing the

object of the meeting, and pledging those present to

the support of the enterprise. A committee was ap-

pointed to draft a constitution and solicit subscrip-

tions.

At a subsequent meeting, held on the 24t!i of Jan-

nary, a constitution was adopted, as reported by the

committee, in which the objects of the association

were declared to be, the providing for the people, and

especially the youth of Xorwalk. additional means

for mental improvement through the agency of a

library, reading room, public lectures, and other kin-

dred instnmentalities. An organization was then ef-

fected under the name of The Young Men's Library

and Reading Room Association, and the following

officers elected : R. W. Stevenson.- president : D. H.

Pease, vice-president : T. 0. Shepard. secretary ; W.
M. ("line, treasurer ; directors. I). \). Benedict. E.

E. Husted. T. I*. Bishop and C. 1*. Wiekham. A
nucleus of a library was piovided by an unconditional

gift to the association, of over one hundred valuable

volumes, by Mrs. S. T. Worcester.

This gift was immediately followed by a proposition

from the ••Whittlesey Academy of Arts and Sciences,"

in which they proposed, (in order to carry more fully

into effect one of the leading objects for which the

academy was organized,) to loan to the Young Men's

Association, all the books then owned by the academy,

and all that might hereafter be acquired by gift, pur-

chase, or otherwise, to be kept for its use. so long as

the association was conducted according to the arti-

cles of its organization. Also, that the academy

would appropriate, at that time. WOO tor the imme-

diate increase of the library, and not less than **>o

for that purpose, annually thereafter.

The loan acquired at that time consisted of l.V>4

volumes, a number of which were a pre-ent to the

academy from Washington Irving. The library of

the association was a short time after increased, by a

gift from the Presbyterian church, of 125 volume.

The labors of the finance committee were attended

with considerable success, as the following memoran-

dum taken from their report will -bow :

t'nlon Aid So.-i.-ty, ilon.it i..n . .. « T8 I*

Bounty Fund, donation Hi 16

Chrli<tinn loniml«-lon, donation 10 60

floklierv Aid Socirty. donation . WOO
Ak-rtC1iib. donation MM
Airrt ("lut> I.iorari fund, lunation .. MR IK)

Norwalk Hitch Schiol. donation mi ui

Ladu. FV-tlval. donation .]» Ill

Total donation* II

With a part of the fluids, thus acquriicd, the aso-

cial ion was enabled la lia.-e suitable rooms and pro-

i
vide furniture. The rooms were supplied with the

|

leading newspa]iers and periodicals, published at that

time, and immediately became the most popular place

of resort in the town. In the winter following the

organization of the association, an excellent course of

lectures was given under its auspices. Since that

time the association has enjoyed the services of the

liest lecturers in the country.

In the year 18'iS, there were only '^023 volumes on

its shelves, and 4» pa[ters and periodicals on the ta-

ble.-, now there are nearly 5000 volumes and over CO

papers and periislicals, in store for its patrons.

The amount of money received annually from

membership tickets, and from the interest of the

l>ermanent fund, has been barely .sufficient to defray

necessary e\|iense8. All additions of books that

have been made to the library, have been bought by

the Whittlesey academy, or by money raised by

festivals, excursions, and other entertainments of like

nature.

The association is not in debt, hut yet it is in great

t need of more liberal rapport It has always l»een the

desire of the association, to occupy a home of its own.

It was expected that the permanent fund, with the

accumulating interest, would at some time enable it

to realize that hope.

The permenetit fund now amounts to *1. '."»>,

which is invested in real estate security. In addition

to this, the association has invested a bequest

of Mrs. S. T. Worcester. It was Mrs. Worcester's

request that the money should be used ouly in beauti-

fying and adorning the rooms of the association.

The library was first established in rooms in the old

Mansion House block. The rooms were inconvenient,

and the books were necessarily in a disordered state.

A removal was made in June, lsTs, to the rooms now
occupied in the Gallup block, which were fitted up
at considerable expense, new cases provided, ami the

books arranged in systematic order, and an alphal>et-

ieal list of the library was taken, and a catalogue pre-

pared. It is the first ever provided and was the best

method of preserving the books.

The present officers are, ('. II. tiallup, president ;

C. W. Oakes, vice-president ; E. L. Hasted, treas-

urer : 0. F. Titus, secretary ; J. (t. (iibbs, B. S.

Hubbard, H. L. Kennan, L. C. Livlin. S. J. Pat-

rick. E. Sawyer, Jr., directors; Miss S. Rowland,

librarian.

On account of the loss of the minutes of the pre-

liminary meetings, it is difficult to ascertain, with

certainly, the names of onr citizens who were most

active in organizing and e-tablishing the association,

but Mrs. M. I-'. ('. Worcester, Mrs. M. A. Corwtn,

David II. Pease, R. W. Stevenson and Charles P.

Wiekham were among them : none, however, were

more efficient in the good work than Mrs. Worcester.

This institution fills a very important position

among the educational enterprise* of the town, ami

, but few of them belter deserve the fostering care of its

citizens.
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GEORGK BUTT.

George Butt was born in tho city of New Ynrk, .July 24, IS31.

At the age of »>* « "even years his father moved to Illinois, where

Mr. Butt spent the earlier yean of his aotive lire. While still young

he manifested a la»te for the fine arts, upending much time in a por-

trait painter's studio, where he received many impressions that wen-

lasting, and whioh had much to do with his choice of I profession

fur life. His bent of mind did not receive encouragement from hi?

parent* ; on the contrary, they discouraged hint, aud marked out

another pursuit. He was still young when hi* parents dim], aud,

having no desire for a trade, he grew up to manhood without any

special business. Ills father had left some money for him, but he

never received it. At the age of twenty-two, however, he acquired

about $800, which, by judicious speculation, was increased to about

$2000. With this he bought a large tract of land, and tried farm-

ing, but was not successful. Ho lost heavily by the failure of (he

' wheat crops in successive years, and, becoming discouraged, sold out

at a great loss.

While visiting Springfield, III., he became interested in the ambro-

type business, and gave considerable time to tho acquirement of the

art ; but finally gave it up and returned home.

For a year succeeding be was in poor health. In the mean time

photography had made rapid advances, and be onee more determined

to learn the business. Placing himself under the best instructors, he

took a thorough course, and again entered the field with very creditable

access
;
but, becoming dissatisfied with his knowledge, he determined

to place himself where he could become a thorough master of the art.

lie accordingly eutered a leading gallery as a workman, and labored

industriously, anil subsequently took private lessons from some of the

best artists in the State. In this way he soon made rapid progress,

and in a short time was enabled to command good wages.

He eventually, with a partner, purchased a fine establishment in the

city of Ottawa, III., which was remodel™] and thoroughly refitted,

but had only been in operation under its new proprietors for the

space of three days when it was destroyed by fire, and he found him-

self in very straitened circumstances. But ho was not wholly dis-

couraged, and, adopting tho motto, "Where there's a will there's a

way," he borrowed $150 of a friend, purchased a second-hand trat cl-

ing car, repaired and refitted it, and, locating himself ou the public

square, opened for business within a week of the disusler.

In this venture he was eminently successful; but, bin quarters

proving too narrow for bis increasing business, he soon after entered

into partnership with an artist of Ottawa. This, however, proved an

unprofitable venture, and he very soon sold out his Interest.

During the next two years ho spent considerable time in t'hicngo,

with the intentiou of cntoring into permanent business there. But

he finally took the mistaken, though well-meant, advice of a friend,

and removed to Ohio, only to meet disappointment. After seeking

an eligible location for several months, he eventually located in Nor-

walk, when he rented the gallery over the First National Bank, taking

possession Oct. I, 1809, and began business under very discouraging

circumstance*. Kor six months his expenditures eonsi.lerably ex-

ceeded bis receipts; but, continuing undaunted, at the end of one

year bis prospects had greatly brightened. In this location he

remained five years, at the cud of which
[

iiod his business had

entirely outgrown his facilities. He accordingly leased the second

story over two stores in the new Klinn block, and fitted tho rooms at

great expense in modern style, and at tho present time hat one of tho

largest and most conveniently arranged galleries to be found in any

provincial town of the State.

Mr. Butt's reputation as an artist is excellent and wide-spread, and

his work extends to every State in the Union. His studio is tastefully

arranged and decorated, and is familiarly knowu throughout the

county. He makes the production of large pictures a specialty, and

is ably seconded in his business by a competent corps of three or four

employes which ho keeps constantly at work, Hi- » - 1 1
v > I i.hn.i nt is

no honor to the town, and has become a prominent place of resort.

Mr. Butt also keeps on hand a fine assortment of artists' goods and

materials. His success has been very gratifying.

It is proper, in this connection, to state that Mr. Butt enlisted in

the Union army, in 1S«2. He was commissioned first lieutenant of

his company, and remained until disabled by sickness, when he was

; sent to the hospital and soon after discharged.
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CHURCHES
18*41—PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL.

Early in the year 1818 the first public religious

services in the township were held at the log house of

Piatt Benedict and consisted of reading the service of

the Protestaut Episcopal Church and a sermon, by a

layman. After that, and on the completion of the

new court house (now Central hotel on Whittlesey

avenue), those services were kept up with more «>r less

regularity for some years. In a letter written by Mrs.

Ruth Roalt, wife of Capt. John Roalt and mother of

Charles L. Roalt, to her daughter, in Watertowu, N.

Y., and dated June 12, 1820, she says:

"We have no minister with us, but I have the

pleasure to inform you that this society meets at the

court house every Sabbath and reads the church ser-

vice and a sermon. * * * Lester reud the sermon

last Sabbath/'

On January 20. 1*21, a numlier of jiersons of Nor-

walk and vicinity, calling themselves members and

friends of the Protestant Episco|wl church, met at

Norwalk village. Piatt Relied ict was appointed chair-

mau and William Gardiner elected clerk. The fol-

lowing named persons were then enrolled us members
or friends of the church: Piatt Renedict, Luke

Keeh-r. Amos Woodward, William Gardiner, Ami
Keeler. William Woodwurd, Guidon Woodward,

David Gibbs, Moses Sowers, John Keeler, John Roalt,

Samuel Sparrow, Asa Sandford, Henry Hurlbut, E.

Line, William Gallup, and Enos Gilbert, eleven in

all. Of that number, Ami Keeler is the only survivor.

At that meeting it was voted to organize the parish

of St. Paul's Church, Norwalk, and to adopt the con-

stitution of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the

United States of America, and the following officers

were elected: Amos Woodward, senior warden: Lake
Keeler, junior warden : EUnczcr Line, clerk, Mid

Piatt Benedict, John Keeler, John Boalt, Ebeiiezer

Line, and Asa Sanford. vestrymen. As no clergyman

wiui then to be had, Piatt Renedict, John Roalt, Amos
Woodward, Samuel Sparrow and Ebcnczer Line were

chosen as lay readers.

The occasion of this meeting was the visit of the

Rev. Mr. Searle, an Episcopal minister, who, on the

next day, January 21, 1820, performed divine service,

(the first in Norwalk) and also administered the rite

of infant baptism to Lmisa Williams, Theodore Wil-

liams. William Gallup and Eben Line. These were

also the first baptisms in Norwalk. On the next day

he baptized one adult, Henry Hurlbtit, and also the

children of Captain John Boalt, as follows; Amanda.
Clarissa and Martha.

From that time on to 1826 meetings and lay read-

ings wen- kept up and a: long inti rvals the lie'.- Mr.

Searle made other visits and administered many bap-

tisms.

In August, 1820. Rev. ('. P Branson was engaged
to officiate for such portion of hi- time as funds could
he raised to pay him for. In 182* efforts were made

to raise means with which to build a church, ami Mr.

Bronson was sent east to solicit assistance. The re-

sult was that on his return he reported the collection

of donations amounting to one thousand three hun-

dred and thirty-one dollars anil twenty-five ceuts, but

did not offer to pay over the funds and never did.

This unfortunate affair discouraged the enterprise.

Bronson *s connection with the church was severed in

1829 and no minister was employed until 183:}, when

Rev. John P. Bausman took charge at a salary of *400

per year for two-thirds of his time. He remained

only one year. Then a Mr. Eaton officiated as a lay

reader,—services -till being held in the court house—
and the congregation was called toye'her by Ami
Keeler blowing a tin horn.

In 1835 Rev. E. Punderson took charge and re-

mained about four years.

At the time the first effort, already mentioned, was

made to raise funds to build a church edifice, in 1828,

the site of the present church and burying ground

(four acres) was purchased in the name of St. Paul's

Church from White, Tweedy and Hoyt for sixty-one

dollars. The deed is recorded July 12, 1828, in vol-

ume five of deeds at page six hundred ami ten.

In 1834 another effort was made to provide a build-

ing and proved so far successful that the iarger part

of the present structure was erected at a cost of two

thousand and twenty dollars. It .was completed in

1835 and was consecrated by Rishop Mclhaine, June

26, 1836.

In 183? the original organ (now rebuilt) was pur-

chased of A. Backus, Esq., of Troy, N. Y., at a cost

of six hundred and sixty dollars.

In 1839, Rev. Anson Clark, of Medina, took charge

until September, 1840, when, on account of ill-health,

he severed his connection as pastor, ami went south,

but returned and took charge again in February,

1841, only to remain until June of the same year.

November 1, 1841, Rev. J. J. Okill, of New York,

took charge, but resigned November 14, 1842.

December 18, 1842, Rev. Alvan Guion took charge

at a salary of three hundred and seventy-five dollars,

but "if the vestry found it inconvenient to pay that

amount, he was to accept three hundred and fifty

dollar*." He resigned May 2. 1844.

September 3o. 1844, Rev. Sabin Hough, of Mic-

higan, took charge at a salary of four hundred dollars

per year, and house rent free.

About May 1. 1846, he resigned, because "he
believed several of the leading doctrines of the

church were at great variance from the principles of

eternal truth." s

April 7, 184T, R< v. Edward Winthrop.of Maiictta,

was culled and took charge at a salary of live hundred

dollars, remaining until a disease of the throat con-

strained him lo resign in I8,">4.

June 2'!. 1854. Rev. Georye Watson, of Oswego,

New York, was called and rook charge at a salary of

eight hundred dollars, and remained until June 27,

LM4S4. lie was followed by Rev. Henry Tiillidge on
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Marclv25. 1805, who resigned April 22, 18G7. Rev.

William Newton took charge May 8, 1st;?, and re-

signed June 26, 1870. Kev. H. H. Morrell took

charge October 1, 1870, and resigned April 6, 18*4;

and the Rev. R. B. Halcotn, the present incumbent,

took charge July 15, 1874.

Benedict Chapel wan erected in 1803-4, at a coit of

about four thousand dollars, of which amount Piatt

Benedict contributed about one thousand and rive

bundred dollars,—hence its name.

In 1808, a bell whs purchased and placed in the

tower, at a cost of about four hundred dollar*.

1823-METHonlsT EI'IHOOPAU

In the year 1818, Rev. Alfred Brunson, who is yet

living, was appoiuted to the Huron circuit, of which

New Haven was the most southerly appointment, and

which, on an irregulur path, reached to Venice, a few

miles west of the city of Sandusky, thence easterly

through the township of Perkins to the month of Black

River, embracing twenty-four appointments which

are reached by two hundred miles of travel. One of

these twenty-four appointments was at Hanson Reeds,

about two miles south of Norwalk. and this was the

first Methodist preaching in the vicinity of Norwalk.

At the same place, the first. Methodist Sunday school

was organized in 1823. During this year True Pat-

ter and James MeJntyre were appointed circuit

preachers of Huron Circuit, and a preaching place

was established in Norwalk with a class of seven

members, which had increased in the following year to

thirteen. Hanson Reed, Lester Clark, .lob T. Rey-

nolds, John Laylin, Charles I-aylin (for many years a

local minister), Daniel Stratton. Jabcz Clark, Perry

Reck with, .lames Wilson. Armon Roscoe, A. Powers,

Prudence Inmau, Thomas Holmes, Ollie Clark and

Jane Buchanan, were its members.

Tin- hook of the recording steward shows that these

faithful ministers received for their services the sum
of fifty dollars, of which sum Norwalk contributed

about ten dollars. The pay was. no doubt, thank-

fully received, but it is not supposed that any of it

was used in speculation. In the years 1820 and 1*27

Shadrach Ruark and Adam Poe supplied the work ami

shared the hospitalities of the pioneers. The follow-

ing entry occurs in the official record of the year 1820:

"August 21-t. 1»20.—This day paid to Rro. S.

Rnark. seventy-two cents, the same being the money
received at a collection made at a meeting in Nor-

walk. yesterday. M. Kf.U.ooo, Circuit Steward."

In the year 1829, John Hazzard and Cyril* S. Car-

penter were appointed preachers, and on the 24th of

November. ls2'.i. a lot was purchased of E. Whittle-

sey A Co.. m ar the east end of Seminary street, and

soon after a church was built. In 1845, the church

ami parsonage were sold for debt, but theehurch was

redeemed the following year ; the parsonage, in the

mean time, was < onsumcd by fire. In 1843, Norwalk

was separated from the r< «( of the circuit ami placed

under the pastoral care of Edward McClurc. hut the

following year it was strengthened by the addition of

Milan, which arrangement lasted but a few years,

when Norwalk became self supporting. On the 25th

day of December, 1853, the society, at the call of the

paster, Rev. J. A. Mudge, met and appointed a board

of trustees. The trustees immediately organized and

took possession of lot No. 12, corner of Benedict

avenue and Main street, dedicated by E. Whittlesey,

Esq., acting, in fact, as trustee for himself and

others, to the building of a "meeting house." A
subscription was commenced January 4th, 1854. and

on the 20th day of October, 1850, the church, an ex-

cellent one for its time, was dedicated by Dr. Edward

Thompson.

Extensive repairs and changes were made under the

pastorate of Rev. A. Palmer in 1807, and a sermon

was preached at the re-opening by Bishop Kingsley.

A nnmber of the presiding elders of the district,

and preachers of Norwalk, have risen to eminence in

the church. In early days, Russel Biglow was pre-

siding elder. Those who heard him, never forget

the most remarkable man, as a minister, of his day.

With elofpience like a flame of lire, and pathos, piety

and energy, that none could stand unmoved Iwfore,

his praise filled the land : but he died in 1834. when
only forty-two years of age. L. B. Gurley was the

poet preacher. Dr. Edward Thompson, brilliant as

a writer and very able as a preacher, afterwards a

Bishop, is well remembered in this place. W. L.

Harris, with fine executive ability, once a minister

here, is tin- business Bishop of the church, and few

churches have, taking the whole list together, ever

been more faithfully or ably served. The preseut

membershipof theehurch is three hundred and fifteen,

with a very flourishing Sunday school of over two
hundred scholars.

Since 1830. the church has been served by the follow-

ing ministers: 1830, .1. Janes, J. Ragan ; 1831, E.

i Chase. A. Mi near: 1832, A. Minear, C. S. Carj»en-

ter ; 1833. H. O. Sheldon. E. Thompson : 1834, J.

{

Wheeler, E. 0. Gavitt ; 1835, L. Hill, J. M. Gos-

;
horn, D. Burns; 1830, L. Hill, Thomas Barkdull;

I 1837. Hiram Shaffer, J. M. Goshorn: 1838. T.

Dunn. W. C. Iluestis : 183!». W. .1. Wells, C. Saw-

yer : 184<>, T. Dunn. W. R. Disbro ; 1841. David

Crnv, W7
. R. Disl.ro : 1842. J. McMahon, T. Coo|*-r;

1843. K. Met lure : 1S44. Thomas Barkdull. W. C.

Pierce ; 1845. Joseph Jones. W. C. Pierce : 1840, H.
S. Bradley. L. s. Johnson; 1847, W. L. Han-is:

In4s. M. Rowley : lS.lo. K. S. Crumley : 1851, Jesse

Ihirhin : 185£,Thontiu •'. Card : 1853, J. A. Mudge;
l8."i.*>-o. E. R. Jewm : 1857, c. L Foote: 1*5*. s.

Mower : I sou. W. H. Seeley : 1802. .1. A. Mudge;
IH04, Thomas Barkdull: 1865, T. II art lev : ls.;o,

A. R. Palmer : 1800. T. F. Hildreth : 1872, F. M.

|

Senrles : 1875, E. Persons; 1878, J. S. Broudwell.

1 M<»_ fi KST t'K KM II V T B II IAN.

Tin- church was organized on the llihof February.

1*3(1. by Rev. Messrs. A. II. Rett*, Daniel W.
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I.at hrop ami John Beach. It confuted of nine mem-
liers—five males and four females. It whs organ-

ized as a Congregational church, and taken under the

care of the Presbytery of Huron. Rev. John Beach

wm the stated supply of this in connection with the

church in Pern, sustained in part by the Home Mis-

sionary Society. He remained here until] some time in

1831, when he removed to Ann Arbor. Michigan.

The church was then supplied once in two weeks by

Rev. E. Barber, who was the principal of the Huron
Institute at Milan. His successor was Kev. Chapin

R. Clark who commenced his labors in Septeml>er,

1833. and continued them one year.

Kev. Stephen Saunders, of Milan, formerly a much
esteemed pastor of a church in Salem, New York,

afterwards supplied for a few mouths, until feeble

health prevented his further labors. He died in the

early part of the year 1X35.

In the spring of 1835, the organization of the

church was changed from Congregational to Pres-

byterian, anil on March 7, lb30, an act of incorpora-

tion was obtained, giving the society a legal existence

under the name of the First Presbyterian Church

and congregation of Norwalk, Huron county, Ohio.

In March, 1835, on the suggestion of Rev. Mr.

Judson, of Milan, au invitation was sent by the

church to the Rev. Alfred Newton, of Connecticut,

to visit them, with a view of being employed as pastor

should there be mutual satisfaction. Having previ-

ously determined to make the west his field of labor,

he was the more ready to receive the proposition with

favor; and accordingly complied with the invitation.

He commenced his labors here on the first Sunday in

July, 1835. The church, then, was not only small

in members, but weak in pecuniary resources. The
whole taxable property of its members and supporters,

according to the duplicate of that year, did not ex-

ceed ten thousand dollars. Aid had In-en received

yearly from the Home Missionary Society, but when

Mr. Newton came, the church became at once self-

sustaining, and has always remained so.

In 1830, and again in 1837, Mr. Newton was un-

animously invited to liecome the pastor of the church,

but each time declined, wishing, before he became

liermanently settled, to see the issue of efforts which

were then being made for the erection of a house of

worship.

Service* were held in the academy until its destruc-

tion by fire in February, 183(1, Another place of

worship was soon extemporized in the attic of a brick

block on West Main street. It was an unfinished

room, with naked rafters and walls. Unplaned boards

without backs were the seats for the audience, and the

pulpit was constructed of tea chests and dry goods

boxes. With theee primitive appointments, the
j

church continued to hold its meetings on the Sab-

bath from February to June when the old court

bouse was secured.

This was the place of meeting for more than a year.

Meanwhile the society was taking vigorous measures
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to secure a building of its own. In 1837 a lot was

procured and work begun. The church was finished

about the first of July, 1838, at a cost of about ten

thousand dollars, including lot and organ. It was

dedicated on the Uth of July. On the same day,

also, Mr. Newton was installed pastor by the pres-

bytery.

The church worshiped in the building that was

then dedicated for more than thirty years, but it was

at length felt to be inadequate to their necessities. In

1807. a movement began in the congregation to secure

a new house of worship. With various hindrances

and discouragements, this was prosecuted until the

completion, in 1870. of the present sanctuary, at a

cost, with the lot, of about twenty-five thousand dol-

lars. It was dedicated on the last Sabbath of July,

1870, with a debt of about five thousand dollars rest-

ing upon it. This proved to Ik1 a heavy burden upon
the society. In January, 1878, a vigorous attempt was

made to reduce it, and by the 1st of May, 1879, the

last dollar had been paid, so that now the church is

entirely free from debt. On the day of dedication

Dr. Newton laid aside the official care of the church,

which he had borne faithfully for thirty-five years.

In an historical discourse from which much of the

preceding facts have been gathered, preached by Dr.

Newton on concluding the twenty-fifth year of his

ministry in the church, June 24, I860, he was able to

report that since the organization of the church the

membership had increased from nine to one hundred

and fifty, and that more than sixty thousand dollars

had been contributed for religious and educational

purposes at home and abroad. Since then the annual

contributions have increased rather than diminished.

Dr. Newton, after his resignation, continued with

the church, as pastor emeritus, until his death, which

occurred the 31st of December, 1878. The funeral

services were held in the church, on the second day

of January, 1870. His presence was sadly missed,

not in the church only, to which he had given the

l»est years of his life, but throughout the hole com-
munity, which knew him only to esteem hit for his

many christian virtues. He rests from his iubors.

but his works follow him.

When Dr. Newton resigned the pastoral office. Rev.

Henry H. Rice was unanimously elected to succeed

him. He remained with the church for four years,

resigning in the fall of 1874, and was soon after called

to the Westminster church of Sacramento. For

nearly a year the church was without a pastor. In the

summer of 1875, Rev. James I). Williamson, the pres-

ent pastor, was invited to supply the pulpit for a year.

Afterwards he was invited to accept the office of pas-

tor, and was installed October 3, 1870.

The church numbers at present two hundred and
t wen ty-fi ve mem bcrs.

The Sabbath school was organized in 1 8-15. and has

always enjoyed a fair degree of prosperity. It has

had l>nt two superintendents since its organization,

Messrs. ('. L. Latimer and N. S. C. Perkins. The
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former w.is superintendent till his removal to Cleve-

land in |h«2. and the latter has held the position

ever since. The school numbers about two hundred

tenchcrs and scholar.-.

Through much self-denial, the church has done it*

work, attained its present strength and secured its

commodious and well appointed house of worship.

If its growth has not been rapid, it hat been constant,

and the present condition of the church warrants the

belief that the record of the future will be as good,

at least, as that of the past.

183")— FIRST II.UTIST.

The first settler* of Huron county were of New Eng-

land origin, and as soon as a home was established in

the wilderness, and the immediate needs of the body

supplied, their thoughts turned naturally to those

spiritual blessings for which the soul longs, and they

provided for their wants by the sj)eedy organization

of churches. Among these, several, holding Baptist

sentiments, met September 20, 1818, and after con-

sultation, constituted a church to be designated the

Baptist Church of Ridgefield,. Its constituent mem-
bers were Asahel Morse, Lemuel Raymond, Francis H.

.Johnson and Clarissa Ann Morse. Others soon joined

them by letter, and at the close of the first year their

numbers had increased to twenty members, all living

in what are now Huron and Erie counties. Their cen-

tral place of meeting was in Ridgefield. in a school

house on the ridge road, midway between Norwalk

and Monrocville, but. as the members were widely

scattered, meetings were held for sixteen years at

different places, from Bloomingville. on the north, to

Fairfield south, and from Xorwalk to Bellevue.

Itinerant pastors were expected to till each appoint-

ment once a month. Success attended their labors

and many were added to the church.

In 1832. twenty-nine were dismissed to form the

Aral Baptist Church in Fairfield.

In January, 1835, a vote was passed locating im-
manent ly in Norwalk, and the name changed to "The
First Baptist Church of Norwalk.*' They numbered

at that time sixty-three members. Soon after this,

members were dismissed to constitute churches in

Bronson, Peru, Monroeville and Bellevue. Until

this time they had met in school-houses, private

houses and barns, but at the same meeting at which

they voted to locate in Xorwalk, they took measures

to erect a house of worship, and appointed I\ ('.

Smith, Theodore Baker. Timothy Baker, David

Webb and Mows Kimball, trustees, to obtain a char-

ter, purchase a lot and rai«e the necessary funds.

The result of this action was the purchase of their

present location, and the erection of a brick edifice,

fmty by sixty feet, at a cost of about four thousand

dollars, which was dedicated June 20, 1S3C, by

Rev. E. Tucker, of Buffalo. This bouse was Occu-

pied for worship just forty years, until July. 18?(".

when it was removed to give place to a larger and

more elegant building.

FRIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

The first settled pastorate of the church was made
in 1821. and, recognizing the obligation to sustain

constantly the preaching of the Word, they have

since then had a succession of faithful hd)orers. whose

efforts have been accompanied by the Divine blessing.

The Sabbath school interest early claimed attention,

and a school was opened in 1820, and sustained for

several seasons, in which the elementary branches of

the English language were taught, in addition to in-

structions in Bible truths. Then the members united

with others in union Sabbath schools, until the first

church was dedicated, when a church school was or-

ganized, and has continued its work to the present

time, without interruption. It numbers now two

hundred. During these years, five hundred and

forty persons have been baptised into the fellowship

of the church. In 1878 it numbered two hundred

and fifty-seven. The whole number admitted to its

membership is twelve hundred and eighteen. It has

always been in full and hearty accord with all the

benevolent and evangelizing activities of the age, and

by an earnest co-operation with other organizations

seeking the same object still endeavors to perform its

part in bringing human heartsand lives into harmony
with the Divine Law, and the perfect life of the great

teacher, Christ.

1 840—ST. t'ETEH .S (CATHOLIC.)

St. Peter's Church was formed in 1840-1, by Rev.

Freigang. with a congregation of about thirty families.

In 1850, there were about eighty families, and in

18C0. nearly one huudred and fifty. The church

building was erected in 1840-1, at a cost of about

seven hundred dollars, the land for its use being

doualed by Mr. Whyler who gave it in trust to James

Meyers. In 1842-3, the building, proving too small

for the accommodation of the congregation, was en-

larged. The attendants of this church at this time

came from Monroeville. Milan and the country sur-

rounding Norwalk. Since its organization it has

seen many changes, owing to the rapid growth and

settlement of the country which was the cause of

many of its members withdrawing and forming new-

churches.

In 1841-2, and until 1843, Rev. Mathew Alicks, a

Redemptorist, was pastor, and finished the church

begun by Rev. Freigang. In 1843. Rev. Frank

Aloysius Bruner, a Passionist father, ministered to

the church, and in 1S44, Rev. Machboeuf, from

Sandusky and Tiffin, attended it. The same year,

1844, a deed of the church property was given to

Bishop Purcell, by Jos. Meyer. From 1845 until

ls51. the congregation was alternately attended by

Rev. Machboeuf and the Passionist fathers from

Thompson, Ohio. From 1851 to 1853, it was at-

tended by Bev. Charles Evrard. In 1853, Rev.

Nicholas Roupp came to the charge, and remained one

year, after which the church was closed for thirteen

months. In 1855. a mission was given by Bishop

Itappcand Father Luhr. Three months afterward-.
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Father Ptinchcll arrived and remained, residing in the

house belonging to St. Peter's, but attending St.

Mary's until his death in 1860.

The dedication of the church took place in June,

1846, by Bishop Pureell, of Cincinnati, Kev. Mach-

hoenf, Peter Anton, John Wittnier and others being

present. Hov. Manclerc attended old St. Peter's until

about August, I860, boarding at a private house near

the church, while the parsonage was occupied by Rev.

Punchell. From September, I860, until August,

1861, Rev. Dolweek was in charge; and from Septem-

ber, 1861, until October, 1865, Rev. X. Obermiller,

with Rev. Dam bach as assistant, was in charge.

A school house was built in 1858 and 1850, at a cost

of about one thousand dollars. First attendance was

about seventy-five to one hundred. The present at-

tendance is about thirty-five.

In 1867-8, the |>eople living in the village, separated

from the church, and became a new and distinct con-

gregation, being at first called New St. Peter's

Church, but afterwards St. Paul's. Forty families

remained with the old church. The separation took

place during the pastorate of Father Magenhausc,

who was succeeded by Father Kuhn, both churches

being under his charge, also under charge of his suc-

cessor Rev. Dechant. From the year 1872, each con-

gregation had its own pastor. Rev. Drolshagen suc-

ceeded Rev. Dechant, and remained in charge of the

old church until 1873, at which time Rev. G. Peter

took charge of the pastorate, and remained until

October, 1875, when Rev. Peter Kolopp, the present

pastor, succeeded him. The present congregation

numbers about thirty families.

In 1859-60, the English speaking portion of the

congregation separated from the old church, and under

Father Punchell, formed St. Mary's Church on Milan

street. In 1864-5, those of the congregation who
lived at Milan, left, and attended services at St.

Peter's.

1851—LITHKKAN.

This church was organized June 29, 1851, the con-

gregation at that time consisting of sixty-four voting

menders, under the pastorate of Rev. Vincens Klein.

The lot was donated by A. J. Dewalt, and is located

on Prospect street, east side, north of League street.

The congregation commenced to build in 1852, ami

in 1854 completed a substantial brick church, at a

cost of two thousand two hundred dollars. At a later

jicriod dissensions arose among the members of the

congregation, which so reduced it in numbers that in

1874 there were but five voting memln-rs. In that

year Rev. A. C. Ulrich, the present pastor, came to

the church. In 1876 a parsonage was built at a cost

of eight hundred and fifty dollars. Under his minis-

trations the church was destined to recover much that

bad been lost, and in 1871) the number of voting

members was twenty-seven and the total number of

confirmed members, ninety-eight. The congregation

comprises ( 1 s
7

'.

• ) one hundred and forty children ami

adults. Sunday school is held regularly, under the

superintendency of Wm. Himberger, and has from

thirty-five to forty members. The church l»elongs to

the Evangelical Lutheran joint synod of Ohio and

adjacent States.

1851*

—

st. maiiy's (catholic).

St. Mary's church was built about the year 1859

under the supervision of Rev. Mr. Pontial, its first

pastor, who was of French parentage. lie died in

1800, before its completion, and was succeeded by

Rev. John Quinn who finished the building, and con-

tinued in charge of the pastorate some four years. He

in turn was succeeded by Rev. T. P. Thorpe, who otri-

|

ciated as its pastor four years. At the organization of

the church about thirty families of that faith, compris-

ing some one hundred and twenty persons, belonged to

the congregation. In 1809 the congregation num-

bered four hundred, and in 1879 about five hundred

persons. The cost of the church was some twelve

thousand dollars, the funds for the building of which

were raised in part by subscription, part by festivals,

and a part from the church fund. The parochial

residence, a two story brick building, costing three

thousand dollars, was erected in 1863, under the su-

pervision of Rev. John Quinn, the pastor in charge at

that time. The present pastor is Rev. T. F. Hal ley,

who has been in charge over eleven years.

A substantial school house was erected on the

church property in 1865, by Rev. T. P. Thorjw. Its

cost was four thousand dollars. At its organization

the school had an attendance of about eighty, but as

time passed and the congregation increased in num-

bers it was found necessary to erect another building

to accommodate all. A site consisting of four lots on

the corner of League and State streets was secured,

and a school house built, costing, inclusive of all,

about eight thousand dollars. The funds for building

the school house and purchasing the lots were obtained

in the same manner as for building the church. This

church is also possessed of two lots on Milan street,

which are valued at eight hundred dollars.

1 864.—A DV KST CH KISTI A X. *

The commencement of this church was in the au-

tumn of 1842, by a mutual assembling together of

persons from the various churches, and others iu the

town and vicinity, interested in the dm trine of the

|

speed v personal coming of Christ, for worship, and

I

more particularly to examine the Bible upon this sub-

ject. It was not the design then, or for a length of

time thereafter, to organize another religious denomi-

nation; but as they advanced in knowledge of Bible

testimony, they Iveeame more and more confirmed in

its truthfulness, and as the churches refused to exam-

ine the subject, or tolerate its introduction into their

meetings, they were driven to this alternative, or

abandon the din-trine. This was the true cause of its

organization.

•I'n-purod by Fntdfefl Altai*. K*| . two »ffk» b.-fon- hinl.ml,
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Amongst the person* who took it prominent part

in the meetings of that and the two succeeding yearn,

the following may he mentioned, then residing in

Norwalk and Bronson, viz: James I). Knapp, Prml-

den Ailing and family, Simeon B. Sturges, Era Clark

aud family, Abel Herriek and family. John Covell

and family, Edmund Mead and wife, Hani (i. Smith,

Nathan L. Thayer and wife, Daniel Boon. Ager B.

Hon and wife, Ira Curtiss aud wife, Mr. and Mrs.

Bos*. In later years others from the various churches

and by conversions from the outside world, became

interested in this and kindred doctrines of the Bible

peculiar to this people, and united with them in wor-

ship. Their distinctive doctrines are these:

I. They believe in the personal coming and reign

of Christ on the earth during the millennium, as taught

in the twentieth chapter of Revelation.

At the In-ginning of which period the righteous

dead will be raised, the living saints changed from

mortal to immortality, aud will reign with Christ

during the thousand years.

3. They now believe the intermediate state be-

tween death and the resureetion of both the righteous

and the wicked, is that of unconsciousness.

4. They believe, as the wicked do not lay bold of

Christ as their life-giver, and neglect to seek for im-

mortality, they fail of that attribute, and consequently

will be raised up at the end of the one thousand years

to a mortal life, and will fall under the power of the

second death, being the wages of sin, which will be an

extinction of being, and eternal in its results.

5. Some believe that as all the family of man that

have "died in Adam" will be raised up in the resur-

rection to another life, that all who have lived and

died in unavoidable ignorance of a saving knowledge

of God's plan of salvation, in this or pre\ious dispen-

sations, will then have the opportunity of hearing of

Him who died for all and tasted death for every man,

and of accepting or rejecting Christ for themselves;

then their due time for hearing of Him will have

come.

t;. The belief in or the rejection of these doctrines

or any part of them, is not made a test of fellowship.

Their only test is Christian character.

7. Their creed is simply this: " We, whose names

are hereto attached, do hereby associate ourselves to-

gether as the Church of Christ in Norwalk and vicin-

ity, and agree to take the Bible as our only rule of

faith ami practice.'' This was adopted January IS,

1863.

They practice immersion, after believing, alone

as baptism.

9. They organized themselves into ft body corpo-

rate August 3, 18'i4.

After |>erfecting an organization they purchased

from M, A. Dunton the building and lot formerly

owned by the Methodic church, on Seminary street,

for eight hundred dollars. A part of the lot w as af-

terwards sold to T. R. Strong for one hundred and

twenty-five dollars. The building was repaired and

seated at a cost of about three hundred dollars, and

was occupied as a house of worship until the winter

of 1872-73, when it was found so illy adapted to their

wants that it was resolved to make an effort to rebuild.

A subscription was circulated, and about one thousand

four hundred dollars obtained. It was thereupon re-

solved to rebuild or remodel the whole structure ex-

cept the frame. The following building committee

was appointed for that purpose, and were instructed

not to run the church into debt, viz: Simeon K. Rop-

ers, David C. Jefferson, James D. Knapp, Orange

Seaman and Hiram Dillingham. The building was

duly finished, and was dedicated by Elder Frank

Burr, of Chicago, on the 29th of June, 1873. It has

been used as then furnished to the present time, as a

heuse of worship. There is one peculiararity in its

heating arrangement worthy of notice, which is this:

It has a tight basement, with two large stoves placed

in the smith side, and with pipes running through its

entire length under the two outside rows of seats, with

two or more registers in each seat, opened at will, for

the rise of the heat. Thi* plan is found to work ad-

mirably for warming the feet and heating the building.

In addition to this there are two long box tubes set

under the back seat ami covered with wires, placed

even with the floor, each about twelve by twenty

j
inches in size, ami extending down to near the bottom

of the basement, which creates a downward draft for

the cold air. This keeps up a constant circulation

and prevents a fetid atmosphere, as is often experi-

enced in the ordinary mode of heating churches and

other buildings. The experiment has proved a suc-

cess worthy the attention of other churches erecting

similar edifices.

From the beginning up to the present time its his-

tory has been more variable than is usually witnessed

in other denominations, caused in part by the pecu-

liarity of their doctrines, and partly from this other

fact, that with them were associated members from

|

nearly every other denomination in the land, all tinc-

I tured, more or less, with their earlier educational

biases. Since 1842 their meetings have been kept up

in town or vicinity, on Sunday, and usually prayer

meetings once a week. A part of this time they were

favored with ministering brethren, who were formerly

members of the orthodox denominations, viz: Presby-

terian. Congregational, Baptist, Freewill Baptist,

Methodist and others, amongst whom may be men-
tioned Elders Charles Fitch, J. B. Cook, Thomas
Carlton. N. M. Needham, J. M. Jndson, L. P. Jud-

son. Butler Morley. Mr. Bop?*. Frank Burr. Cyrus

Mciidcnhall, Mr. Surgcrsou and D. T. Call, their

present miiii-ier. Also. Dr. G. W. Stetsou. who was

with them some years, and Jonas Wardell. Their

I irregular ministry was always a hindrance, both in the

advancement of the church in members and spiritu-

|

alitv. Their members have varied from twenty up Ui

one hundred or more Their present membership is

about sixty, embracing -onie living at a distance.
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186?—CONORELATIONAL.

This Church was organized in the court house at Nor-

walk, December 19, 1867. For several months pre-

vious, preaching services, sustained hy those of Con-

gregational preferences, had been held in the court

house ou Sunday afternoons, under the ministrations

of Rev. A. S. Walsh. The church was organized with

fifty-four members. These were mostly drawn from

the Congregational Church of Bronson township,

which was thereby disbanded. A number of them,

however, were Congregational ists of Norwalk, who
had until then united with no chinch in that place,

and a very few were members of other churches but

of congregational antecedents or preferences, who now
availed themselves of this opportunity of becoming

identified with that denomination.

Soon after the organization, the court house being

no longer at their command, the Congregationalists

were very cordially invited by the Protestant Episco-

pal Church to occupy its house of worship. The
offer was gladly accepted, and services were held there

Sunday afternoons until spring, when it was found

more convenient to return to the court house, now
once more available, which was used from this time

until October, 1809, from which time, until the com-

pletion of the new church, the Baptist Church was

occupied by invitation.

In April, 1868. the lot on which the church now
stands was purchased. It was occupied at the time

by an old hotel called the (iauff House, which was

under lease, and did not pass into the hands of the

church for a considerable time. When it did, the

prayer meetings, which had been held at the resi-

dences of Mrs. Henry Brown, Mrs. Hoyt, and in

rooms rented by the church on Seminary street, were

removed thither. The Sunday school was also first

organized in the old hotel, and. when that building

was removed to make room for the church, it was

held by invitation in the Baptist Church till a place

was made for it iu the new building. The church as

it now stands was completed early in 1871, and was

dedicated February 2d of that year. It has proven a

pleasant home to those who have occupied it, but

they have not yet forgotten the courtesies received

from sister churches, when they were yet pilgrims

nnd strangers on the earth.

The first superintendent of the Sunday school was

Mr. Charles Seger. The first deacons of the church

werc James Roweliff, John Hagaman and Frederick

Upson. The first trustees were Henry Brown. James
Roweliff. Thomas Hagaman, C. W. Mauahan and X.

H. Pebbles. The first pastor after Mr. Walsh was

Rev. C. E. Wright, and his successors have been Rev.

J. W. Cracraft, I). I)., and Rev. .1. W. Cowan. The
present membership is about two hundred and thirty.

The Sunday school is under the superintendencv of

Mr. Frank B. Foster, and has u membership of about

one hundred and thirty-five. The cost of the church

lot was four thousand dollars: the cost of the church

building, twelve thousand dollars.

1868

—

st. pai l's, (catholic.)

The German Catholic inhabitants of Norwalk. be-

longed, until the year 1868, to St. Peter's church, on

West Main street, but as their number increased

they wished to have a church nearer the centre of the

beautiful village of Norwalk. They therefore bought

two lots on Hester street, on which they built a

school house, the first story being used for school and

teacher's dwelling, and the second for church pur-

poses. Rev. Father A. Magenhauu superintended in

buying the lots and building the house. The rev-

erend father, after a time of hard work, was trans-

ferred to Mansfield the 1st of September, 1 869. Rev. J.

Kuhn was his successor, and was followed on August

20, 1871, hy Rev. Father M. Dechaut. The purchase

of lots on Hester street had been a great loss to

the congregation, on account of their unfavorable sit-

uation, and so it happened that pastor and congrega-

tion came to an understanding to buy a more favora-

ble location. Their choice was the property belonging

to W. O. Parker, consisting of lots forty and forty-

one ou Maiu street. A committee was appointed to

buy said lots, which they did for seveu thousand

dollars, which was a high price for the poor congre-

gation to pay, but was cheap on account of the beauty

and good location, for the greater part of the mem-
bers of St. Paul's live on the neighboring streets.

Previous to this, there was no priest's house, but

now Father Dechaut removed into the house on the

new purchase, formerly occupied by W. O. Parker.

On the 10th of December, 1873, Father Dechaut was

transferred to St. Alphons' church, Peru, four miles

southwest from Norwalk, and Rev. A. Eilert was his

A few months before the generous bankruptcy com-

menced, wages were cut down and money became

scarce, but thanks to the general sacrifices of its

members, the debts, amounting to nearly eight

thousand dollars, were very rapidly reduced. At the

same time, the cemetery, bought a few years pre-

viously by Father Kuhn. and situated on South West

street, was improved. In August, 1875, a comfort-

able dwelling house for the teacher, was built, at a cost

of one thousand four hundred dollars. On Septem-

ber 1, 1878, that unpleasant place on Hester street

was sold for five thousand dollars. During the same
month a large, new school house was commenced on

the lately purchased projierty, and was so far finished

at Christmas that divine service was held in the first

story, and in the second story school could Ik; held.

The cost of the new edifice, including the bell, pipe

organ for the church part, and other improvements,
amounted to ten thousand dollars.

The number of members of St. Paul's has, within

eleven years, more than doubled, increasing from

fifty to one hundred and thirty families. To two

school classes a third one had to be added in the fall

Of 1878, about one hundred and eighty children at-

tending them.

The revenues, during the past live years, amounted
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to twenty-six thousand dollars, of which eleven

thousand dollars were paid on debts, the balance be-

ing used for current expenses. As there is reason to

hope that times are getting letter, the people will try

as soon as possible to pay all outstanding debts. As

soon as this is accomplished they contemplate build-

ing a magnificent church on the corner of Main and

Wooster streets.

At the present time (spring of 18*0), the Sunday

school contains two hundred and fifty members.

18U.I— rsiVER.SAI.IST.
•

On December 1, 1867, religious service,- were com-

menced by Kev. Mr. Canfield, of Peru, who preached

in the conrt house Sunday evenings for one year.

The first of the year 18(»8. Whittlesey Hull was

secured for the purpose of holding services, anil a

Sunday school was organized with four pupils and

four teachers. At the close of this year the hall of

the Sons of Temperance was rented ami fitted up for

church purposes. Sunday school was held in the

morning and preaching in the evening. In the

month of January of this year (1*09) a church was

organized with twenty-seven members. In lK?t» the

present church edifice on West Main street, a beauti-

ful structure, with all the modern conveniences, was

dedicated December 8. The building cost, complete,

with the grounds, twenty thousand dollars. In

building the church liberal assistance was obtained

from friends of the cause outside of the church and

congregation; outside, indeed, of the township. Two
members of the Peru church, K. Eaton and Freddus

Simmons contributed each one thousand to the ten

thousand which it had been resol veil should be raised

before commencing the work of building. Others

who may be considered "outsiders," although friends

of the cause, were liberal donors. Mr. W. A.

Mack and F. Sears, of Norwalk, were among the

most liberal contributors, both In-ing members of the

church; the former having, in addition to hie sub-

scription to the building fund, donated, at the cost of

two thousand dollars, the tine pipe organ now used.

At the time of the dedication of the church, Ocecm-

8. 1872, there was a debt of some six thousand dollars

resting on the building. Over four thousand dollars

of this debt was raised at that time. Mr. .1. II.

Kuchtel, of Akron., was present at the dedication, and

contributed five hundred dollars of the sum. Many

others also gave libei ally of their means toward

extinguishing the debt. A few years later an effort

who made by the friends of the church, assisted by

Revs. ( anfield an I Wilson, to raise tin
:

il ffl< • of

the debt, which proved successful, and the church is

now free from del it.

Sinre its organization, the church has had three

settled pastors— Rev. II. L. Canfield, who for a year

or two after its inception preached one-half of the

time in Peru in the morning, and in N'orwalk in the

afternoon. He finally removed to Norwalk, and con-

tinued a.» pastor »»f the MUljrregattoii Mttlw three

years, preaching on Sundays lioth morning and after-

noon. Rev. E. Ilathaway was then employed, and

remained about three years, when he resigned, ami

the present pastor, Hev. C. S. Vincent was called to

I the charge.

The church has met with steady prosjicrity from

\ iu organization, until at the present time, 187'.', it

has a membership of one hundred and ten, with a

Sunday-school of one hundred pupils, and owns its

property clear of debt, supporting preaching services

every Sunday.

ISilJfl—WARREN < 'II A PEL.

In the fall of 18o"l» a class-meeting was instituted

among the colored people of Norwalk by Mr. Ray

Harvey. who received a license as a local preacher.

1 and held meetings about six months, when work was

commenced on a house of worship. After the frame

was raised a severe storm of wind removed it from

the foundation and caused some additional expense

to that contemplated in building. The church was

completed in 18(53, and was dedicated in the spring

of 1 870. After its dedication it was reorganized,
' and. dissensions arising, Mr. Harvey withdrew from

j

the connection. At its reorganization it was incor-

porated as Warren Chapel of the African Methodist

Episcopal Church. It has had regular servic es each

Sunday since its formation, part of the time by local

preachers, and part of the time by the missionary

who has charge of this, and the missions of Sandusky

and Fremont. It has at present a membership of

about twenty-four, and a Sunday school of twenty

members. Rev. Oeorge Stevens is the present mis-

!
sionarv. The chapel is situated on Cline street, and

j

cost about one thousand dollars.

R l' SI N ESS IN 1879.

The following is believed to be a correct showing

of the number and different kinds of business now
lieing prosecuted in Norwalk:

l)»v Ooodh.—Manahan. TaberACo . (C W. Manahan. B C. Taber.

and H <_', Johnson, I corner of Main anil Whiltlency avenue it E
Smith * Co., (H E Smith, W. A Poyeri East Main . F I> Taylor,

corner Main and Rallmad avenue. Wo. .ster £ Patrick (H M Wootttr,
M C Patrick) corner Main an.) Railroad avenue. C. E. Marsh * Co .

(C E Marsh, S. B. Peasei corner Main and Whittle**)' avenue Theo-

dore William*, West Main.

Gents' Cujtuino axd Firmishiko Good*. Manahan. Tal>er A Co .

ornrr Main and Whittlesey avc William Suhr. W Main RrmlnK Jt

Oaodolf. K Main O .
Jacohnnn. W. Main E Peters C Son. W Main

K. Wlndceker, K Main William Sohacfer, Milan street.

Milliner* aSD luiue*' <l<»iu» - S C Kin-ley. E Main Mrs. S U
Brown, E. Main Mrs Sherman, W Main Mrs Robblns. W, Main
Mm I Roth, E. Main Mr* Deroore»t. W. Seminary. Mrs. Mann, W
Seminary. Mrs PritchanJ, Whittl.-s.-y avenue. Louisa Smith Whit
llcsey avenue. Ju.li.ol) 4 Webster. Whittlesey avenue Mian B Co*,

Whittlesey avenue Mrs Snyder. Whittlesey Avenue

B<Kns i.xu Shoes Hmte.1 Mr-fl . S M Fuller. C Ohlemacher, J A
McMillan, Oscar Townsend. Jam. - Seelcy. William M-.shler. tleonre Staf-

ford. E. Main. !> E. die, W Main Thomaa Ajrus. Benedict avenue
J Kavausugh. Whiitlesey avenue. M. Suydam. Railroad avenue. Wil-

liam Ashboalt A S..U. Fisher A Ul .xam. Seminary stieel

Jiwelem Samuel Wilkinson O 0 Carter, C. L. Merry. I* L Mat
thews, Kast Main

OftnrMN —Moore *('••. .Mm Cheney, F. Main W C Huy. k.

, J A. J-nes BeiiedM nvrliw .1 ;.V Kwin. <l Fefyel. State street
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J. Mailt. William Indlekofer, Milan street C, II Hmt, Mitchell £
Rowland A I) Harley. 11. F. Barton. W. Main T. King, P. Com-
•took. C 8L Wines ft Co.. J. P. Link, C. F. Butler A Co., C. R. Boat-

wick, J E Lints, Boss A Eastman. F_ Main

Da.ron.-T. S. Wooeter. W O Abbott & Sona, Woosler * Patrick, F.

Main I). D Benedict, W R Little & Son. H T Barton. W Main.

HATrana—J Miller. W O. Abbott, E Main

Hears. -Wheat™ A Hojrt, M BlnU. H Troendle, C Mullhollaud. E.

Main. Honalnger ft Newman. Beaton Bros., W Main William H Sny-
der. Benedict avenue.

CoNramoxaav. < 'soars asd Tobacco.— H. C Morris, M. Holdcrman.
O T Brady, K Main 0 Chlsholm. W Main.

Fraxm aa -Mooae a Arnold. Hund & Kiefer. F W. Boalt. E Main
William Schafer £ Brua.. W. Main

Habdwabc, Stoves and Tixwahe—F A. Powers, Ueorge. Lauibkiu*.
Woosteri Patrick. I>. Higglna. E Main W K Little & Son. C. W.
Manaban, Martin X Carabln, W. Main

AoHicixTvaAL Iarutaairnt — J. A. NlcboU. Benedict avenue.

Pawnees axo Comataaiox. —W. A Poyer, E Main; grain warehouse
and elevator on railroad. Bowen £ Tuttle. E. Main; grain warehouse
and elevator on railroad. A. Krlbbs, Wooster street, green fruits, pota-

toes, etc. J Cheeney, E_ Main, butter, eggs, dried fruits, etc. E. D
Jordan, W, Seminar}-, groin and feed

Livxbt a.yd Sale Stables —E H Draper. Seminary st. H M Pant
lind. Railroad avenue; the first eetablisbed in Northern Ohio- C. Morgan,
railroad avenue. J M Harkuess. E. Main M Graves. Heater atreet

Barkers —J 8. Minot.C Maiberger. Oeorge McGee, H. Mulhnupt, E.

Main M. Voncamp. Benedict avenue J. Hawkins. W. Main

HoTsie.—St. Charles, Charles Stratum, proprietor. W. Main street

Central. Oua. Rose, proprietor, Whittlesey avenue. Cottage. Silas Hill,

proprietor. Railroad avenue Bush House, J W Busb, proprietor, S.

Heater street.

Mauls Daai.aKa.-R. R. King. Huron st. J. T. Davis. E Main at.

Doctors. -E C MorriL T. Gill. A. N. Read. J. B. Ford, B Babcock,
,J R. Whitwood. A. L. Osborn. S. W. Green. J. L Babcock, T. E. Pray.

Destiwts -a. Terry, S P HUdreth, M O Furlong. J. W Peasley

Sa i A Rinster, Uwils Webber. P. Ludwig. 8. Slullx. P. Tioendle.
J. Miller, v Bachman, F. Becher. J. Fexenger. F. Casper. A. Brobst F
Roth, J. FiU, H. Mullhaupt, J. W. Lee,

UKOiirraaaas.-Tom Hay, Benedict avenue. M U Chappie, E Main.

LAwraas -O. Bailey. admlUed June 4, IStti O. W. Corwln. C H
tiellup. admitted April IS, 1K1H; was prosecuting attorney for Huron

from 1*» to W6* tirimn Ji Williamson, .Alvln B. Orimn.'l^itted
April m. VTQ, at Norwalk. Ohio: haa been clerk of courts John A
Williamson, admitted May, l*\ at Albany. New York; present member
<>f legislature.) William L. Harrod. admitted March IKS* o E. Kel
|..gg T. H. Kellogg C. L- * II. L Kennau. ti. W, Knapp. has been pros
ecuting attorney. L. C. Laylln. present prosecuUng attorney. Jay
Patrick, admitted 1KJ1. E. A. Pray, admitted HO: present corpo-
rati-rn solicitor. Franklin Sawyer, admitted July «7, 1HI7; has been
member of the legislature, register In bankruptcy and prosecuting
attorney. Gideon T. Stewart, admitted August H. 1S.M; has been county
auditor. Charles B. BMckney. admitted August 1, 1SI4; has been probate
judge and mayor of Norwalk; T. R Strong, admitted June. 1*13 L. D.
HtruUon. admitted May. 18W William H Spragur. proprietor of the
commercial and law school; admitted September 10, 1373. George R.
Walker, admitted April. 1855. William B Woolverton, admitted ls:t>:

has been proaecuting'attontey C. P. Wickham, admitted April, l*Vi;
lias been prosecuting attorney S A- TWildruan, admllte<l April, 1S7I)!

D H Young, admitted IstS, 8. M Young. Henry Brown, has been
county clerk; now out of practice. John KVnnau. now out of practice.

Artist* —George Butt, photographer. International Photograph En-
larging Company. E Main F. B Foster, photographer, W Mam A
P. Couch, portrait painter, E. Main

Mux* —G. M Cleveland Jt Co.. Mill street. 1 run stones, steam Good
now £ Warner. E. Main. • run stones, steam. O- Jacobbs, M-dlna «t .

circular saw mill, steam E. Jacobbs. Enterprise rood, uprigiit saw
mill, water

DRAVasy —J. R StrickUnd. J. Harley. D L-e.O Holmes J, McGinn,
J. Smith. M. Saladlue.

NawsrAfaas —.Vorirutt- Hrfl -rfor, Wickbam & Gibhs. proiirietors. W.
Main st Huron County Chronich, Finley \ DrKlds. proprietors, E
Mains! Xortnlk E*t*rimr»t, W W RedOeld. proprietor. W Main
Xormilk Demolrat. Martin Ruf, proprietor, E Main.

News Depot —Baxter Trevor. Gallup bl.s k, E Main

UbraRV aXi> RCAMan Room -Rooms in Gallup block. E Main.

TaLcoRAPH OrTtcaa.-Ro.mis No •. and s. Uallup Block 11 Main st

Post Ornct—Frederi k C WickbMQ poatmoatar, Gallup block, K
Main at

SIamitacti sirs - Lewis Morehouse, I'nion Foundry, plows, plow
|sjiuta an.) general job foundry , corner Main and Milan slres'te. A. K,

Warner, Empire Iron Works, corner of Main and Medina streets, manii

fact ure wood-aawlug machines, general re|>aiiing shop and foundry

D B Kubns, Eagle Iron Works, East Seminary street, boiler repair shop
and Job foundry. M P. Smith, corner Jefferaou aad State streets, gen-

eral machine repairing N. H Pebbles, carriage making and repairing,

corner Monroe and Railroad avenue: warerooms corner Seminary st.,

and Railroad avenue. J. H. Gross, carriage making and repairing, cor-

ner Seminary st. and Benedict avenue E S Andrews, carriage niak

lug, E Seminary st William Foreman, harness maker. E. Main street

H. Terry, tannery. Corwln atreet. J M . Watrous. harness maker; Jo-

seph Glbbs. harness maker: 8 C. Crawford, rubber bucket pumps, W
C Coram, carriage trimmer: E. 8 And^ew^ carriage maker; C. If.

Fuller, blacksmith; Lee & Bush, blacksmith; Thomas Galllger, black-

smith ; P. Il.aron, blacksmith, E. Seminary sL D B Ward, blacksmith.

Corwln atreet M Keon. hlockamith. Benedict avenue GilsoniLaw
reuce, lumberyard: Brown A Smith, churns; C W Smith, turner; C.

C. Pearl. r»».k bindery; F M 8naveley. carriage painter; F Stewart,

, dowell pins: Hlmmelwright Bros
,
painters: J Sharp, carpenter; Wil-

liam Bailey, carpenter and builder; William Baker, tinker; S Stultz,

blackemitb: William Shubert, car|>euler atul builder; Beard & Cvrtwrite,

fanning nulls. Benedict avenue. WUllam Cleveland, guns and gun re

pairing, Railroad avenue, if. P Diilltutham. repair shop, Seminary
atreet Wllloughby & Smith, aaali. doors and blinds. Benedict avenue.

Fisber£ Bloxam. ladies' tine shis-s, Nicolls' block, comer Seminary and
Benedict avenues S. W. Owen, cooper shop and heading factory. Me-

dina street John Collins, cooper shop. Marshall street. J. W. Lind-

HANKS.

The lirst hank in Huron COQD.tr, and the first one
1

in this portion of the State. \va* organized under a

special act of the legislature in 183'2, with a capital

stock of one hundred thousand dollars. Ehenezer

Lane was fleeted president, Martin Bentlev, cashier.

The directors were Ehenezer I^ane, Timothy Baker,

(ieorge Hollister, Daniel Hainilton. Picket I^itinier

and Moses Kimhall. Business was begun by the hank

in Fehruary, 1833. In 1834, John Gardiner was

elected first clerk, and (ie<>. Mygatt succeeded Mr.

Bentky as cashier. Mr. Mygatt was succeeded in

183G by J. R. Finn, in which year the husiness was

closed up hy paying hack the capital stock to the

original shareholders. The franchise was sold to

Mr. Burr Higgins and his associates.

The Norwalk Branch of the State Bank of Ohio

!

was organized in the spring of 1847, with a capital

j

stock of one hundred thousand dollars, which was

I

afterward increased to one hundred and fifty thousand

dollars. The directors were J. P. Reznor, Timothy

i

Baker, John M. Boalt, John Gardiner and John H.

j

Oshorn. Mr. Reznor was elected president, and John
Gardiner cashier and active manager. In 18.">0. Mr.

Timothy Baker succeeded Mr. Reznor as president,

j

For eighteen years the hank did a successful husiness,

I and. notwithstanding large losses consequent upon
' the panic of 1856, closed up its husiness in 18<;">,

returning the capital stuck to the shareholders and

;

paying a dividend during the time of two hundred

and twenty-eight thousand dollars.

NORWALK NATIONAL.

The Norwalk National hank, to some extent the

successor of the Branch of the State hank, was nigan-

ized in March. lsi>:>. with a capital of one hundred

thousand dollars. Mr. John Gardiner. Ariok Wood-

ard, John TifTt. ('. A. Preston ami Timothy Maker,
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were the first directors. The vacancies caused by the

deaths of Mr. Preston and Mr. Baker have lieen filled

by C. W. Millan aud Theodore Williams. Mr. Gardi-

ner wns elected president, and Mr. Millen cashier.

The condition of the bank will be seen by the last

report as given:

Report of the condition of the Norwalk National bank, at Norwalk. in

• of Ohio, at the cloae of business April 4, IW7V:

and tale* paid.

Real estate.

Current

Bills of other

Fractional currency (including nickels). .

.

Specie i including gold treasury certificates)

Legal tender notes

Redemption fund with United State*

of circulation)

1,338 m
a.sno no

1*7 i«

17,385 !H

27,900 00

4.S00 00

Total S3l»!»r3S

(5 per cent.

Capital Mock paid in $100,000 00

Surplus fund ».0U0 U0

Undivided profits 4,201 54

National bank notes outstanding 80.3S5 00

Individual deposit* subject to check $86,587 88

i of deposit 45.077 25
111,644 91

2.77ft 84

Due to State banks and bankers 333 09

Total

FIKST NATIONAL.

1.319,351 38

The private banking company of Raker, Kitridge

& Company, begau business in Decemlx-r, 1857, and

continued to the 1st of February, 1804. The com
pany was composed of Geo. 0. Baker. Wm. F. Kitt-

ridge. Henry Brown and I>. A. Baker.

This company was succeeded by the First National

Bunk of Norwalk, which immediately began business

with a capital stock of fifty thousand dollars. The
directors were G. G. Baker, W. F. Kittredge. Henry
Brown. D. A. Baker. YV. 0. Parker, Fred Scars and

J. C. Curtiss, .Jr, Mr. G. G. Baker was elected presi-

dent, and Mr. Kittredge. cashier. The present direc-

tors arc D. A. Baker. \V. O. Parker. H. Brown. G.

M. Cleveland and D. A. Baker. Jr. I). A. Baker,

president; |). A. Baker. Jr., cashier.

KeiHTt ,,f the condition of the First National Bank of Norwalk, at

Norwalk, Ohio, nt the close of business April I, 1*79:

Loan* and ills .'ounts

( ivenl rafts ....

I tilled States bonds to secure circulation

United States bonds on hand
Due from approved reserve agents
Due rrom other Nntional banks

om State tank* and bankers

2.130 01

50 l«J0 00

IK.hrtl 00

17,447 IS

IO.034 75

3,7*9 (ig

tfiec on

um

<»>

m *
Bill, of other bank.
Fractional currency (including nickels)

*fM*t ll..c«.W

Legal tender notes I2.5UU no

Redemption fund with fnltrnl States treasurer. 5 percent
of circulation 1 . .. . -J.rsi 10

Total ~i»

Capital stock paid In.

Surplus fund

Undivided 1

Demand certificates of deposit

Time certificates of deposit. .

.

5106,018 10

. 4.9SS 00

S.3S0 00

Due to other National banks
112,175 10

KAILKOAI) SHOl'S.

The most important of the mechanical industries

connected with Norwalk are the shops of the Lake
Shore and Michigan Southern Railroad. They were

constructed by the Toledo, Norwalk and Cleveland

Railroad, which was a Norwalk enterprise incorpor-

ated in 185<>. The commissioners met at the court

house September 24, 1850, and elected the first board

of directors as follows. Charles L. Boalt, president;

Timothy Baker, George S. Baker, E. B. Perkins,

Alvin Coles, Frederick Chapman and Matthew John-

son.

The road was opened January 24, 1853, forming

the last links in the chain of roads from Chicago to

New York and Boston. It was a financial success,

lieing built considerably within the estimated cost,

and returning to its stock holders a dividend of five

per cent, six months after the opening of the road.

After various consolidations with rival and connecting

companies it came under the control of the present

company.

The various shops are substantially constructed,

mostly of brick, and occupy about fifteen acres of

land at the head of Railroad avenue, between Huron
street and Whittlesey avenue. ' The total valuation of

the projHTtv situated within the corporation, as

appearing on the tax duplicate, is five hundred and
ninety-five thousand nine hundred and fifty-two. dol-

lars. Nearly seven hundred men are employed who
are engaged in the construction and repairing of cars

and locomotives. In the past four years six of the

largest and best express locomotives owned by the

company have been turned out at a cost of forty-fonr

thousand dollars.

In connection with the shops, a class of those em-
ployees who desire (attendance being compulsory on

the apprentices), are taught drafting, a school In-nig

maintained by the company and instruction furnished

free of excuse to the scholars.

By reference to the last annual report of the direc-

tors, it will be seen that twenty-five million six hun-
dred and eighty-three thousand seven hundred and
thirty-one |M>undsof freight was diipjied and forty-two

thousand *even hundred and forty-one passengers taken

from this station. The amount of money paid out to

employee* the greater part of which finds its way into

Norwalk markets, is upwards of eighteen thousand

dollars per month. These fact- taken with that, that

they p'is.c.s six hundred thousand dollars taxable

property, give- one an idea of the influence that they
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have on tbe prosperity of Nonvalk and of the gloom

in which the hist curl of smoke floating away from

the stacks would enshroud the town.

(SASLKiHT ANl) <OKE COMPANY.

The N'orwalk Gaslight and Coke Company was or-

ganized May ft, 1859, by C. L. Bosh, John TitTt, (J. H.

Safford, E. A. Coon and \V. O. Parker, with a capi-

tal stock of thirty thousand dollars. Mr. C. L. Boalt

was elected president: Theo. Williams, treasurer ami

secretary. The stock of the company has always lieen

a good investment and is now worth a Considerable

premium and cannot lie bought in market.

STONE QUARRY.

The stone quarry of Wm. Perrin, on Rattlesnake

Creek, has been worked for forty years. The stone

obtained is a hard blue sandstone and is now found

fifty feet below the surface of a very superior quality.

The stone used in the construction of most of the

bridges and buildings throughout the county was ob-

tained at this quarry.

The quarry on ''Reed's Creek." near the south line

of the town, was the first one opened, and from there

the stone was obtained for the first buildings in Nor-

walk in 1818. It is upm the old James Cole farm.

The stone is of a superior qu dity for building pur-

poses, and a very durable fhgging stone is obtained

near the surface.

DAUNTLESS MANLPACTIRINU COMPANY.

Among the most interestingand valuable industries

of the place, that of the Dauntless manufacturing

company stands prominent.

The factory is an extensive brick pile on Whittlesey

avenue, just north of the Lake Shore railroad. The
original buildings were constructed in 1852, by Mr.

N. S. 0. Perkins, and have quite a history of their

own. They were occupied by him for a Dumber of

years in the manufacturing of steam saw nulls and

engines. At the completion of the railroad, the

eastern factories introduced their machines, which

they were able, with their greater facilities, to offer

at prices with which inland factories could not corn-

icle, necessitating an abandonment of the business,

and working havoc with this and other kindred jn-

dustries through the northwest. But the road, in

turn, brought the desired facilities, and again the

fires were kindled and the welcome din and rattle of

machinery were revived.

Early in 1800 the buildings were enlarged to their

prensent size. The furore and excitement crested by

that wondrous piece of American mechanism the

sewing machine, were at fever heat.

That the machine was, as yet, in a crude state, was

apparent to skilled eyes ami inventive brains. With

many others, Mr. Perkins turned his attention in this

direction. The factory might aptly be designated a

nurserv of sewing machine-. The lirst machine con-

structed mi the premises was the single thread

n

"Gardner," being the first sewing machine manufac-

tured in the west; and subsequently the " Little

Giant," which survives to our day as the "Common
Sense."

These were succeeded by the "Moore," which be-

came such a formidable rival to the best of the eastern

machines that the huge monojxdv called the "Sewing

Machine Combination," determined to crush it out,

and did so. The next machine manufactured by

Mr. Perkins was one of his own invention, and bear-

ing his own name. In 1S«4 Mr. W. A. Mack,

inventor of the Domestic, called in with his designs.

Mr. Perkins' experience enabled him to discern its

advantages, and a partnership wa< immediately funned

for its construction. The Domestic became widely

and popularly known, and was manufactured for a

number of years by the firm, until it was absorbed by

a powerful eastern company. After many experi-

ments and trials, the present machine, appropriately

named the "Dauntless," was produced, and in 1875 »

company was organized for its manufacture. The

machine has met with splendid success, and has given

to Norwalk a wide-spread notoriety.

In the present time of business depression, the

number employed has not rilled the capacity of the

factory; but we are glad to state that the merits of

the Dauntless are being appreciated and that the

orders received are compelling the company to crowd

in new forces, which will tend to enliven the city and

add greater significance to its history.

El" REK A FANNIN l* MILL

The Kureka fanning mill, patented and owned by

Mr. B. Cortrite, is manufactured by him at his shops

on East Main street, the shops and store houses

occupying about two acres of ground adjoining the

tracks of the L. S. A M. S. Railroad. The factory is

run by steam power, the different parts of the mill

being made and stored ready for putting together.

1 The mill has been very largely manufactured and has

met with universal approval—being extensively u.-ed

through 'Ohio and the West.

LUMBER YARD.

The lumber yard and planing mill of D. E. More-

house on Medina street, is one of the oldest of Nor-

wnlk's industries. Mr. Morehou.se l»egan business at

the present site in 1855, and has continued it with

success. In lSti.">, the mill and stock were almost en-

tirely destroyed bv tire. The mill was immediately

re-built and the yard re-stocked. Mr. Morehouse

handles upwards of two million feet of lumber annu-

ally, which he has ample facilities for storing, to-

gether with a pro)>ortioiiate amount of lath and

shingles. In connection with the planing mill,

which is a large two-story brick, are substantial

buildings for sash, door and blind manufacturing,

which are worked to their full capacity. The many
I s|Hfimens of the work which adorn our fine re-i-

dem-es and business block* testifying to the quality
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ami the appreciation of home production.*. For the

accommodation of smaller manufactures, Mr. More-

house has convenient room* supplied with power.

They were occupied in 18..r> by a firm manufacturing

harness hame*, and afterward.* a* a washboard fac-

tory.

For a Dumber of years previous to the present occu-

pation, extending back to 1834, this site was occupied
,

by Mr. (i. T. Morehouse as a brick vard and foundery.

The brick used in the g eater part of the earlier

dwelling houses and business blocks, were made
there.

PBDBO BED.

The Pedro Cot Bed was invented by Mr. <». A.
j

White, one of Norwalk's well-known business men.
It is now manufactured by Messrs. White i I. W.
Bostwick.

The Pedro, like many other of the most substantial

and solid comforts afforded to man, comes to him in

an unpretentious form. In keeping with the pro-

duction, the factory on Benedict avenue is plain but

HUMt convenient. The many merits of the l>ed have

already won for it a firm demand among the staple

productions of the country, and will undoubtedly de-

velop another large and attractive industry.

TOBACCO FACTORY.

The Norwalk tobacco factory occupies the large

three-story brick block fronting on West Main street,

and extends in the form of an L around the brick

block of C. E. Newman to Hester street, making one

of the most roomy ami commodious factories in this

town. It was started in April, 1*73, by Mr. F. B.

Caw, and contains all the various departments for

storing and preparing the different brands of chew-

ing and smoking tobacco, and affords employment to

about sixty men. The fact that Mr. Case manufac-

tures on an average four hundred thousand pounds

annually, shows that we do not all al together concur

with "little Robert Read" in his opinion on the

"filthy weed."

ItA'iEH * BALDWIN'S HOUSE-RADIsH MILL.

Since the year 18Tb Norwalk has had in her limits

a quiet little factory that has turned out, in a way of

its own, "pn/Kirnl smti rtnexs" for mankind in a shape

and form never utilized before.

The horse-radish mill of Messrs, Guger & Baldwin

on North Prospect street is an oddity, which has uo

rival in the world. It is only recently that this

wen-known root has been prepared in a way thut

would preserve its pungency, and render it tit for

table use at all seasons. The firm had twenty acres

of ground occupied in 18T8 in raising the plant. It

is taken, when of proper size, to a dry-house, and

after a certain amount of drying and other prepara-

tion, is ground to flour in a mill, or grated. It is

prepared for market in various ways, being mostly

put in bottles hermetieally sealed. In addition, the

Arm manufacture pumpkin flour for culinary pur-

poses. The pumpkins by a somewhat similar process

are worked into flour, which is put in neat packages

for the market. Both productions are oddities which

are attracting universal attention and bid fair to

become staple goods in the market.

THE A. 11. I HAsE ORGAN.

The A, B. Chase Organ Company, another of

Norwalks far famed industries, was organized under

a charter granted September 1, 18T.">, with an author-

ized capital stock of fifty thousand dollars. The
stock was soon taken, and the following officers were

elected: A. B. Chase, president; L. L. Doud. secre-

tary ami treasurer; H. R. Moore, an inventive and

experienced organ builder, general superintendent.

The buildings occupy two acres of ground on the

east side of Newton street, adjoining the track of the

Lake Shore Railroad, which affords them opportunity

of receiving supplies and shipping direct. The main

building is a three-Story structure, forty by one hund-

red feet, to which are joined spacious lniiler and

engine rooms, stoek and dry houses. The company

sold their first organ on July ••?">, and have con-

structed upwards of two thousand. Believing in the

old maxim that "True merit ever achieves success,"

none but educated ami experienced workmen are em-

ployed, and all that inventive genius has perfected in

their line of machinery, is to l>e found at command.

The fact that this company was organized in, and

successfully worked through the greatest and most

disastrous of all financial crises that have visited our

country, is in itself sufficient evidence that the basis

and production are sound and healthy, and that Nor-

walk may well 1* proud of being the home of the

company.

.11 KNOWLKDGKM EN'Ts.

In presenting the foregoing is a history of Norwalk,

it is proper to state that in the limited time allowed

for its preparation, it has been impossible to verify

every statement of fact made; but so far as time and

opportunity permitted, none but the most trust-

worthy sources of information have been consulted.

For valuable information and assistance in prepar-

ing the work, the writer desires to acknowledge his

great obligation to "Scattered Sheaves, by Ruth"

i Mr.. M. F. C. Worcester) published in the Finland*

Pionttr, and her rejwrt of the different soldiers,

j
aid societies; to a history of the schools prepared in

1 *>:•;, by Theodore Williams, Esq.; to a history of the

Protestant Episcopal Church published in 187G, by

i
Charles B. Newman, Esq. ; for other church histories

furnished, to Rev. J. S. Broadwell, Rev. J. D.

I
Williamson, J. W. Baker, Esq., Rev. Peter Kolopp,

Rev. A. C. I'llritfh, Rev. T. F. Hallev. Prudden

Ailing. Es<|., (written by himself two weeks ln-fore his

death) Rev. .!. W. < owati. Rev. A. Eilert, Rev. E.

I Hathaway; Judge F. Wiekham. and M. Barker,

,
E.-'j. ; to E. A. Pray, C. I,. Merry. C. AV. Flinn, S.
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T. A. Van Seiver tint! D. T. Hall for histories of

different secret societies; to Isaac Underbill, Eso,.,

Miner Cole, Esq., 0. A. White, and many other citi-

zens for favors and information: to the different county

officers for facilities in searching the public records,

and to the Young Men's Library and Reading Room

Association for the use of many hooks for reference.

C. H. Gallup.
NoBWiLK. Ohio. Mny !«. 18ft

Biographical Sketches.

JOHN OA KIM NEK.
SORWiLJt

John Gardiner was born at Gardiner's Point, for-

merly known as Millstone Point, New London county,

Connecticut, September 1">. 181*3. His grandfather,

Benajah Gardiner, removed from Rhode Island to

Plum Island, in the east part of Long Island Sound,

where he remained a few years; thence he removed

to Millstone Point in the year 1T87. His wife was

Miss Charlotte Raymond, of Montville. New London

county.

Lehbeus W. Gardiner, son of Benajah, and father

of John Gardiner, was born April 3<>, IT*'!, on Plum

Island, and his wife was Miss Eunice Latimer, a

daughter of Pickett Latimer, of New London. The

ancestors of the Gardiner family came from England

and settled originally in the State of Rhode Island.

Tbfi mother of John Gardiner died in leaving

three children, Charlotte. John and Julia, and the

family "hen separated: John and Julia going with

their grand parents, at Millstone Point, and Charlotte

with the Litimers, north of Now London— the father,

L. W. Gardiner, after the death of his wife, follow,

ing the sea as captain of a clipper coasting schooner,

sailing from New London to Baltimore. Wilmington,

New Orleans and South America. He died at Nor-

walk, March !», 1364. As soon as John was old

enough, he attended school at Dnrfee Hill, about one

mile from his home across lots, which was kept as a

district school about six months during the year, and

when not attending school he worked on the farm.

In 1*31, Mr. Gardiner went to school at Bacon

ucademy. Colchester, where he remained a .ear, mak-

ing navigation his principal study, with a view of

following the sea—as New London was at. that time

largely and prosperously engaged in the whale fishery

and We-t India trade, and sent annually a rif t of

whips to the Pacific ocean for whale, and to the north

seas for whale and seal. At Bacon academy, Mr.

Gardiner formed the acquaintance of the present

chief justice Waite: Hon, John T. Waite, M. ('., of

Norwich: Hon. Lyman Trumbull, ex-souator, of Illi-

nois, and Commodore Rogers, United States navy,

who were then preparing for College.

In the fall of 1832, Mr. Gardiner was persuaded by

his uncle. John M. Latimer, Eso,.. to visit Ohio,

which in the end changed his whole course of life.

About three thousand acres of land near Bellevue. in

Huron comity, had been given by the State of Con-

necticut to Pickett Latimer, the grandfather, for

lo-ses sustained by tire when New L mdon was burned

by the British during the revolution, which grant of

land had already brought Pickett Litimer. an uncle,

to Huron county, and who was engaged in mercantile

pursuits at Norwalk. Leaving New London by steam-

boat early in December. IX'ii. before the days of

railroads, Mr. Gardiner journeyed west to Albany,

where he took stage as far as Hamilton, New York,

where he remained during the winter, and attended

school at Hamilton academy; anl in the early spring

of ls:j:{. left Utic i by canal boat for the west. Arriv-

ing at Buffalo th ? last davs of April, he embarke I on

the steamer "Uncle Sam," being the first boat to leave

Buffalo that spring for Detroit and intermediate ports.

At that tim" nearly th-.- whole south shore of Like

Erie was skirte 1 with primeval forests, and only oc-

casional glimpses of light were discernible in the

evening from the log cabins of the settlers along the

line of shore, and Cleveland contained only some two

thousand inhabitants, living mostly below the public

square, and without street improvements or side-

walks.

On the first of May the steamer arrived at the Port

of Huron, which was then <piite a shipping point,

and a hack, driven by a man by the name of Sweat,

conveyed Mr. Carliner to his future home. Norwalk

at that time contained about four hundred inhabi-

tants, but not a person or animal was visible in the

streets on his arrival, and the village was entirely

surrounded by forests, except where the roads wen-

cut through, and wild deer frequently crossed the

roads at each end of the village, and the county was

dotted over with the log cabins of the early settlers,

and the roads in early spring almost impassable. Mr.

Gardiner immediately commenced clerking in the

store of P. & J. M. Latimer—(who were doing a

large business in general merchandise and produce,

which latter found a ready market at Detroit, to sup-

ply the settlers of Michigan) and at a salary of sev-

enty-five dollars a year and board: which a young man
of seventeen, at the present day, would think a very

small compensation for his valuable seniles.

In the spring of 1 s:54 Mr. Gardiner was solicited to

take a clerkship in the Bank of Norwalk, an institu-

tion which had commenced business in is;j:j, with a

special charter from the St«te of Ohio, with the Hon.

Ebenozer Lane, president, who was then one of the

supreme judges of the State, and Martin Bent ley,

cashier. During the summer of 1834 the cashier died

very suddenly, leaving Mr. Gardiner, then only eigh-

teen, :n charge of the bank for nearly two months,

when George Mygalt. E-'p. was appointed to the va-

cancy. At that early day this was the only bank in

north-western Ohio, and its business extended sonth
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to Mount Vernon, Mansfield, -Marion ami Bucyrus:

west to Toledo, Perrysburg und Fremont; north to

Huron and Sandusky, bringing Mr. Gardiner in con-

tact with all the leading business men of that region

of country, who then came to Norwalk for their hank

accommodations. The bank went successfully through

the panic of 1837. and was one of the first banks in

Ohio to resume coin payments after the failure of the

government deposit banks and the Bank of the United

States, and finally closed u|>, paying back nearly all

its capital to its original shareholders, and selling its

franchise to Mr. Higgins and his associates.

In 1*35 and l<s:{*; emigration was pushing itself

west by even leading road, and long lines of emigrant

wagons were passing daily westward, the occupants in

pursuit of new homes, and the western land fever had

seized upon nearly all classes of citizens. Mr. Oar-

diner, not yet of age, proceeded to the western coun-

ties of Ohio and the eastern counties of Indiana on

horseback, over muddy roads and trails through the

forest, and purchased some tracts of government land.

But as the panic came upon the country in 183T and

all land speculations ceased, it took over fifteen years

liefore Mr. Gardiner could finally close out his land,

and then without much profit, after counting interest

ami taxes. The whole western country, after the

collapse of lt>37, was land poor.

Mr. Gardiner having finally been upitointed cashier

of the bank, ami John H. Finn, president, and the

bank, owing to adverse legislation, about closing its

business, resigned the office of cashier in Septeinl>er,

184<>, and commenced the business of merchandising

at No. 1, Brick block, keeping a general stock of

merchandize and dealing very largely in produce: so

much so that his combined business, in 1844, had

reached over one hundred thousand dollars per annum.

In the spring of IS45. Mr. Gardiner took into busi-

iic.-s with him Hichard 1>. Joslin, his brother-in-law;

and, leaving him iti charge of the business, went to

New York with the intention of engaging in the

wholesale dry goods trade in the following January.

But after spending the summer in the city in a dry

g 1- store, and not being-sat isfied with the prosjus ts

of the trade, he returned to Norwalk in November

and continued the mercantile business with his part-

ner until the spring of 1847, when he disposed of

his interest to his partner, Mr. Joslin, and with some

friends established the Norwalk Branch of the State

Bank of Ohio, with a capital of one hundred thous-

and dollars, afterward inc reased to one hundred and

twenty-live thousand dollars. This bank commenced

businc* iu May, 1*4?. with Mr. Gardiner as cashier

and manager, and for eighteen years did a successful

business; and, notwithstanding large losses consc-

queitt upon the panic of 1850. and the failure of the

Ohio Life Insurance and Trust company, and general

suspension of the banks, closed out its bnsincs* in

1*05. returning it- capital to the "hare holders, hav-

ing paid in dividends over two hundred ami twenty-

eight thousand dollars.

Iu March, 1805. Mr. Gardiner, with some friends,

j

organized the Norwalk Nation*! bank, with a capital

1 of one hundred thousand dollars, which succeeded to

I
the business of the Norwalk Branch of the State

bank, and has, up to this jieriod (1879), done a snc-

,

cessful business, with Mr. Gardiner as its president,

and Charles \V. Milieu, cashier.

In 184:, Mr. Gardiner was elected a member of the

board of control of the State bank of Ohio, and con-

tinued a member of that distinguished body, consist-

ing of the most prominent men of the State, until

the State bank finally closed its business, and was

superseded by the National banks in 1865.

While banking has been Mr. Gardiner's principal

occupation, he has not omitted other enterprises con-

nected with the general improvement and develop-

ment of the country. He was oue of the .first to

move in obtaining a charter for the Toledo, Norwalk

and Cleveland railroad company, and was one of Un-

original corporators of the company in a charter

granted in 1*50. After the road was constructed

and in o{icration, in 1853, it was consolidated with

the Junction railroad, forming the Toledo and Cleve-

land railroad company, of which Mr. Gardiner was

elected a director in 1856, and in November, 1800,

was elected president of the company.

At this time the company was carrying a large float-

ing debt, and its securities were very much depressed,

so much so that its stock was selling so low as twenty

cents on the dollar. But under Mr. Gardiner's super-

vision, and consequent upon the war, and the large

issue of paper money, the Boating debt was paid off.

dividends resumed, the earnings of thecompauy more

than doubled and the stock advanced in the market

to over oue hundred and fifty cents on the dollar.

Iu 1*05, the capital stock having changed hands,

Mr. Gardiuer was superseded in the presidency,

though he remained a director until it was consoli-

dated with the Lake Shore line, iu ISO'.).

The Sandusky. Mansfield and Newark railroad was

oue of the first railroads commenced in the State, and

was intended for the transfer of passengers and freight

from the interiot towns to and from the lake for ship-

ment, and after struggling through financial difficul-

ties until 1803, when Charles I,. Boalt was elected

president, and Mr. Gardiner was elected one of its

directors, ami they proceeded to form a line for

traffic from Sandusky to Baltimore, by the*Central

!
Ohio and Baltimore and Ohio railroads, and this

i
arrangement met with Mich success that they leased

' the Sandusky. Man-field and Newark railroad, to the

Baltimore and Ohio railroad company in 1S0!», since

which time'it has done a successful business. On the

death of ('. L. Boalt, in 1870. Mr. Gardiner was

|

elected president of the company, and is still its

president, though the road is operated by the Balti-

more and Ohio company under the lease, and forms a

part of its main line to Chicago.

Mr. Gardiner was elected a director of the ColniU-

,

bus and Indianapolis Rail Road Company in 1803

—
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which road was intended to form a line between

Columbus, Ohio, and Indianapolis, Indiana, and

after consolidating with various lines, finally embraced

about six hundred miles of road under the name of

the Columbus, Chicago and Indiana Central Railway

Company.
In the winter of 18C8. Mr. Gardiner anil Ex-Gor.

William Dennison, with the President, B. E. Smith,

were appointeda committee to negotiate a lease of the

road to the Pittsburgh, Cincinnati and St. Louis

Railway Company, and the Pennsylvania Rail Road

Company, which lease was made on the 22d day

of January, 186H, and duly ratified, though it was

amended one year thereafter, and under it the road

is still operated. In Mr. Gardiner's railroad connec-

tions he has tiecome acquainted with most of the lead-

ing railroad magnates of the day, for many of whom
he still entertains a high appreciation.

Mr. Gardiner was married at Norwalk on the 31st

day of July, 1K43, to Miss Frances Mary Joslin—

a

daughter of Dr. Benjamin A. Joslin, of Troy, New
York, and his wife, Frances C. Davis, of Pough-

keepsie, New York—and four children were the off-

spring of this marriage, viz.: Edmund G. Gardiner

who was born August 23, 1844; John Gardiner, Jr.,

who was born February 28, 1847; Lucy Jane Gardiner

who was Wn June 4, 184*. and died at the age of

live years, and William L. Gardiner who was born

June" 24, 1857.

Edmund G. Gardiner married Miss Susie J. Barnes,

of Norwalk. John Gardiner, Jr., married Miss

Louisa Woodward, of Bellevue.

Mr. Gardiner purchased his present residence on

West Main street, in the year 1848, and occupied it

the same spring, having since added to it from time

to time, and increased the quantity of land until he

now owns a farm of one hundred and sixty acres

adjoining his residence, almost wholly within the cor-

porate limits of the village.

Politically, he was an original Henry Clay whig

hut when the whig party merged into the republican,

Mr. Gardiner went with his party, and has always

remained a republican, and contributed to its success,

but without ever seeking an office, or soliciting the

votes of his friends or party for political preferment

or position.

Mr. Gardiner has lived nearly a half century in

Norwalk, during which time he has applied himself

to business pursuits, without wavering or faltering,

in his onward course, or ever failing to discharge hi>

iK-.uuiary obligations, and without a blemish on his

business character, or integrity: and during which

time the early pioneers of the county, with nearly all

of whom he was acquainted, have gone to their long

homes, having stamped their principles of industry,

integrity and perseverance upon their children and

successors. The business, ami the leading men of

that early day, are nearly all dead, many baring

fulled in business during the collapse of ls.'K;

and the log cabins of the early settlers have disap-
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peared from the county, and good farm houses have

taken their places, occupied by as thrifty and intel-

ligent a class of people, as are to be found in any

section of the United States. Mr. Gardiner re-

members many acts of kindness from those early

friends who occupied positions which enabled them to

a*sist him in his early business career, and who were

ever ready to lend him aid in carrying forward his

business enterprises, and to whose generous support

and assistance he attributes much of his ultimate

success.

May. im

PLATT BENEDICT.

About the year A. D. 1500, William Benedict, of

Nottinghamshire, in England, had an only son born

to him whom he called William; this William. 2d,

had an only son whom he called William; and this

William, 3d, had in 1017 an only son, whom he called

Thomas.

In 1038 Thomas came to America and settled in

New England: after remaining there for a time he

removed to Southhold, on Long Island, where were

born to him five sons and four daughters, whose

names were Thomas, John, Samuel, James, Dmid,
Betty. Mary, Sarah and Rebecca. From Southhold

the family removed to Hassamainac. from there to

Jamaica, Long Island, (where Thomas was married.)

from there, last of all, they removed to Norwalk,

Fairfield county, Connecticut, where all the remain-

ing children were married.

Daniel married Mary, daughter of Matthew Marvin,

of Norwalk: and was a soldier in the "direful swamp

j

fight" of December l!». t07."> (Connecticut Historical

Collections, pages 20-1— Palfrey'- History of New
England, vol. 3, pages 170 to 180); after which, at a

Norwalk town meeting, January 12, 1070, "'The

towue, in consideration of the good service that the

soldiers sent out of the towue ingaged and performed

by them, and out of respect and thankfulnese to the

sayd soldiers, doe with one cousent and freely give

and grant to so many as were in the direful swamp
tight, twelve acors of land; and eight acorn of land to

so many as were in the next considerable service.'"

Accordingly, there was granted by the plantation, as

I a gratuity unto Daniel Benedict, "being a souldier in

the Indian warr, twelfe acres of laud ami lycth in

three parcels."

He sold his Norwalk property in lotto, and removed

I

to Danbury.

His children were Mary, Daniel 2d, Hannah and

Mercy.

Daniel 2d married Rebecca, daughter of Thomas

I Taylor, one of the original settler- of Dftubury, Oon-

;

nectiuutj, and their children were Daniel 3d, Matthew,

Tbeophilus. Kelwcea. Mary. David. Nathan and
', Deborah.
i
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Captain Daniel 3<l. born 1705, married Sarah

Hickok 1728, ami died November 0, 1773: their

children were, Daniel 4th, Lemuel. Noah, Sarah,

Joints, Aaron, Rnth, Mary and Anion.

Jonas was born September 21, 1742: married

.January 14, 1707, to Mercy Houghton, and died

October 30, 1 S20. He was a memln-r of the general

assembly of Connecticut in iso'.t. Their children

were Elizabeth, Jonas 2d. Pfatf. Sarah. Daniel .1th.

Mary and Kli.

Piatt Benedict, the subject of this memoir, was

born at Danbury. Connecticut, March 18, 1775.

and was of the sixth generation of Benedicts in

America. He married, November 12, 1 71*5, Sarah,

daughter of Daniel De Forest, of Wilton. Connecticut,

She was born August 27, 1777, and died June 24,

1852. at Norwalk. Ohio. Their children were:

Clarissa, born September 4. 170t>; married Hallet

Oallup. April 0, 1830; died .January 11. isTS, at

Norwalk, Ohio, leaving two sons and four daughters

now living in Norwalk, Ohio, viz.: Catherine. Maria

(wife of Marlin A. Dunton), Carroll, Sarah (wife of

Henry Brown), Caleb H. and Lizzie F.

David Mead, horn August 17, 18**1: married Sep-

tember 24, IS.V.1, to Mary Booth Starr: and died June
lfi, 1M43, at Danbury, leaving no issue.

Daniel Bridgum, l>orn June 1. 1803: died Septem-

ber 0. 1827, at New Orleans, Louisiana. Not

married.

Jonas Houghton, l)orn March 23, 18u»j; married

October s. 182f, to Fanny, daughter of Henry Buck-

ingham: and died at Norwalk. Ohio, July 20, 1851,

leaving one son, David DeForest (Dr. Benedict, the

present druggist of Norwalk, Ohio), and one

daughter. Fanny B.. who married Louis H. Severance,

of Cleveland, and died August 1. ls74.

And Kliza Ann. born Octol>er 27, 1X12; married

William Brew-ter, May 1, 1832, and died August 17,

184»». at Norwalk. Ohio, leaving two sons, both of

whom died in childhood.

After his marriage he removed to North Salem,

Westchester county. New York, where his daughter

Clarissa was born: and from there be removed to

Randal'* Island, in East River, where he engaged in

market gardening: in a few years he removed back to

Danbnry. and was appointed collector of that town,

in which capacity he acted in 1812-13.

In September, 181ft, he firi>t came to Ohio to look

up a newMionie, and in the latter part of October, in

company with Elisha Whittlesey and Maj. Frederick

Falley visited and examined the present site of Nor-

walk. lie then returned to Danbnry and negotiated

the purchase <>f rfbout one thousand three hundred
acre- of laud (now the »ite of Norwalk) on behalf of

Elisha Whittlesey. Matthew B. Whittles.*. E. Moss

White and himself.

In January, 1M7, he again returned to take charge
of and"inake improvements ii|»on the new purchase;

erected a log'house (which was the first building con-

strutled by white men within the present corporate
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limits of the village of Norwalk), commenced a c-lear-

ing upon the Hats south of hift new house, and on

April 4th returned to Danbury, arriving there May 4th.

In July, 1817, he left Danbury with his family, in

a covered wagou drawn by oite horse, and another

wagon loaded with household goods, provisions, etc..

drawn by four oxen: also, one saddle horse. After

seven weeks of fatiguing travel and hardship, they

arrived at the house of David Gibbs and Henry Jxx;k-

wood in Norwalk on September 0th and then learned

that their house, built that spring, was burned down.

In this emergency, the oj>en-handed hospitality of

frontier life was extended to them by the families of

Gibbs and Lockwood, and there they remained until

a new house was erected. Of the erection of that

house, destined to be the avant-courier of so many
noble structures and happy homes, Mr. Benedict him-

self says (Fire-laiuh Pioinrr of March, 1850, page

eighteen):

'•On hearing of my house being burned, we stopped

with Messrs. Gibbs ami I/ockwood, who very hospit-

ably entertained us until I got my house in a condition

to move in. They wore accommodating Oapt. John
Boalt's family, nine of whom were sick with the

ague. We staid there from Monday until Friday,

when we went into our new home, a log pen twenty

feet square, no doors, windows, lire-place, and no fur-

niture except some cooking utensils used on our jour-

ney. Built a lire against the logs on one side of the

shanty, made up our beds on the floor, which was so

green ami damp it spoiled the nnder-beds, which in-

duced me to tit up two bedsteads, one for myself and

wife ami one for my daughters, placed in opposite cor-

ners of the shanty, by boring holes in the logs, for the

sides and feet, undone upright post put into a hole in

the floor, and fastened at the top, and with basswood

bark, made matting in the place of cord, and when

completed they were very comfortable. I cutout two

doors and two windows. The sash I bought but

could get no glass; in place of which I used greased

paper. Built an oven in one corner, part in and part

outside, with clay and sticks; also a stick chimney

above the chamber floor, had no jams. After burn-

ing out three or four logs, I built up the back part of

the chimney of muck ami sticks. I chinked up and

inudded between the logs, which made it very com-

fortable. For a few days we were almost without pro-

visions: we had green corn, turnips and milk."

The late Scth Jenning, of Milin, says (Pioneer,

March. 18'><>, page K): "I commenced splitting clap*

boards mil ..f oak timber to make the roof of. Every

man that could work was on hand to help and do hii

best toward getting up the house. The women

turned out and brought up our dinners that day

:

but we got along so W ell with the house that the

next morning Mr. Benedict moved up, and Mrs.

Benedict cooked our dinners that day by a log near

the house."

In ' Scattered Sheaves, by Ruth." it is stated

(Piuttrtr of September, Iftfio. page 42), "There wen-
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present, Levi Cole and his sous, Muj. Underbill,

David and Jasper Underbill, his nephews, Lott Her-

rick, Sanderson, Daniel Clary, Noah P, Ward,

Elihn Totter, Riehard Gardiner. Reuben Pixley

and his son Reuben, Henry Lock wood, David Gibbs

and others. Says David Underbill, 2d., 'Asher

Cole, Sanderson and myself, cut lops in the woods

near, or on the ground now occupied by the railroad

buildings, and the water was ankle deep : Lott Her-

rick drove the team. Mr. Benedict regaled his fellow

laborers with Jamaica rum instead of whiskv, which

was usually furnished on such occasions. Mrs. Un-
derbill, furnished, cooked the dinner, and sent it to

us. It consisted mainly of pork, potatoes, turnips

and bread.*"

In an unpublished nurrative, dictated by Mrs.

Benedict not long before her death, she says: "Two
miles from any neighbor our little cabin stood ; the

floor of logs split in the middle, not smoothed by

plane or chisel; our chairs made in the same rude

manner; our table was of pieces of boxes in which

our goods had l>een packed, and "saplings" fastened

together, formed our bedsteads. On one side of our

cabin was a large fire-place, on the east and west sides

were doors, on the north our only windows, in which

to supply the place of glass, we pasted piece* of

greased paper.

"And many pleasant evenings we spent beside that

huge fire-place, cracking nuts and eating, not apples,

but turnips. You need not laugh, I tell you those

raw turnips tasted good when there was nothing else

to eat. and as the flames grew bright, our merry party

would forget that they wen- not in their eastern

home, but far away in the wilds of Ohio.

"We heard the howl of the wolf and the whoop of

the Indian resounding through the forest, for a

favorite hunting ground of these wild men was situ-

ated near our cabin, and often would the Indians

assemble and renew their noisy sports, little dreaming
of the tide of emigration which should finally sweep

them away.

"One night the loud barking of our dog attracted

our attention, followed by a knock at the door: on
opening which, in stalked a large Indian, dressed in

furs and blanket, and fully armed. The children

huddled close to me as he came near and asked for

"daddy." He was evidently intoxicated, ami I did

not dan- to let him know that '•daddy" was not at

home. I asked him to sit down, bill he preferred to

stretch himself before the tire, where he soon fell

asleep. When he awoke he was nearly sober and

quite inclined to be talkative. He told me of tin-

many wrongs the Indian had suffered; that the white

man planted corn over his father's bones: and the

poor old Indian wept. Finally he started up, ex-

claiming, 'daddy no come, you no sleep, I go to mv
brothers', and he went away.

"Sleep was a stranger to our eyes that night. »v kept

ourselves in readiness for flight, for we expected the

'red-face' would return with his brother* to murder

us all. The riches of a kingdom would not repay us

for another such night of anxiety. But as tune

passed on. we gained the friendship of these denizens

of the forest, and they brought us many, many pres-

ents in their own rude way."

From the date of Mr. Benedict's settlement to that

of his death, his history is so completely intertwined

with that of the growth and prosperity of the town,

that to give it here in detail would only be a repeti-

tion of a large part of the history of Norwalk.

June 17, ls.Kj. he married, as his second wife, Mrs.

Lavina P, Benton of Republic. Ohio, who survived

him and died February 9, 1875.

A few days before his death, he attended theGrand
Encampment of Masons at Toledo, Itecame very much
fatigued by over exertion, was attacked by bowel

complaint, but so great were his physical powers and

so determined his will, that ho returned to Norwalk,

after which he rapidly grew worse; yet, so remarka-

ble was his vitality that he kept up and around his

room until within a very few hours of the end. Ono
of his last arts preceding his death, only about sjx

hours, was the dictation and signing a very salutary

codicil to his will for the benefit of his wife.

With all his faculties of mind clear and distinct to

the last, he quietly passed away October •.'.'>, I s*iti,

aged ninety-one years, seven months and seven days.

His funeral took place on the following Sabbath

and was conducted by tlx- Knights Templar from

various parts of northern Ohio, who came in special

trains run from Cleveland and Toledo for that pur-

pose.

His cherished and aged friend. Rev. Samuel Marks
of Huron. Ohio, officiated, and at the grave, in the

presence of assembled thousands, said: "Venerable

inan! May thy ashes rest in peace, and the clods fall

lightly upon thy bosom ! Thy virtues will Ih> em-

balmed forever in our heart of hearts. Fare thee

well."

HON. TIMOTHY BAKER.

The subject of this sketch, was a native of North-

ampton, Mass., where he was borti August 5, 1787.

He went in lSul to Utica and in 180.5 made his home
in Herkimer, N. Y.. where, in 181G, he married Miss

Eliza Remington, of Fairfield, a union which brought

him forty-six years of rare domestic happiness, until

her death, which occurred September 21, ISfti.

In lsl4. he joined some friends in a journey to this

county, but with no intention of removing here or of

making purchases himself. Passing through Norwalk
on an Indian trail, the party found shelter for the

night in a log cabin about fifteen feet square, two
miles south of the village, with several other similar

companies, ten or twelve making their bed on the

poles and bark that formed the floor under the prim-

itive roof. He again visited Ohio in 1813 and pur-

chased several large tracts of land, including the farm
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in Norwnlk, to which lie came with his family aud

his brother, Theodore Baker. September 27, 1819,

and where lie resided for nearly sixty years, when the

shadow of death again fell upon t lie home, and at the

age of ninety yean*, on January 27, 1878. his earthly

life ended.

Others, parents, relatives, and friends, had been

home from his house to their last resting place, but

his own family had been spared through all these

years, and his six children, one daughter and rive

sons, with their coinjuinions, \et survive him.

The little company of inhabitants iu Norwalk em-

braced about ten or twelve families when he came,

and was very cordially welcomed by them. He en-

tered at once earnestly and heartily into all their

plans for the advancement of the place, and was for

forty years personally connected with nearly every

public enterprise that promised to increase its wealth,

its prosperity, or its intelligence.

The tannery that he built in 1820 soon passed to

his brother, ami in his own business he soon became
widely known as a landholder and merchant. " He
was also more or less engaged in banking, and was for

many years president of the Bank of Norwalk. then

one of the most substantial institutions of the kind in

Ohio. In 1821 he was chosen by the legislature an

associate jmlge (under the old judicial system), and

after twenty-one years of service, declined another

nomination in 1842. It is but justice to say that

during that long period he maintained a standing as

a jurist reached by few in that position, his relations

to the court being recognized as far more important

than were often accorded to associates. This was due
alike to his sound judgment, careful investigation,

and conscientious regard for justice."

In 1842 he became a member of the First Baptist

Church of Norwalk, a relation that he assumed with

great self-distrust. The tie thus formed was a source

of strength and blessing in the changes that came
with the passing years, .>f which the sweetness of his

closing days gave precious evidence.

In bis home be was the kind and thoughtful hus-

band, the loved and honored father, the genial com-
panion, the hospitable friend, practicing in his own
life the habits of self-control thai he enforced upon
his children who recall his life with mingled love and
reverence.

(JlDEON T. STEWART.

Mr. St. wart w.i- born at John-ton. Fulton COUUtJ.
New York, in IK*|, and is therefore nearly fifty-five

year- eld. His ancestors, on his father's side, came
from the north of In land, originally from Scotland.

They became the founders of the first academy in

Schenectady, New York, which afterwards became
Union College. His mother was the daughter ..f a

distinguished Methodist divine of revolutionary fame.

Rev. Nicholas Hill. Sr., and a sister of the celebrated

lawyer of the same name. At the age of fourteen he

j

removed with his father's family to Oberlin, Ohio.

He soon entered Oberlin college, but while in his

sophomore year, left that institution to commence the

study of law, first at Norwalk, and subsequently at

Columbus in the office of Chief Justice Swayne of

Ohio, now of the United States Supreme court. In

August, 184'», he commenced the practice of his pro-

fession at Norwalk, Ohio, where he now resides. He
edited the Whig organ at Norwalk for three years,

and was three times elected county auditor by that

jNirty. Immediately upon the organization of the

Republican party he identified himself with it.

In 18i»l he went to Dubuque, Iowa, and purchased

the Daily Time* of that place, the onlv Union daih

newspaper then published in the north half of that

state. He edited it through the war, then sold out

and returned to Norwalk, and resumed the practice of

law, which he has since continued. He at one time

owned one-half of the Toledo Daily Blade, and at

another, one-half of the Daily Commercial of that

city.

In 1847 he helped organize Norwalk division of the

Sons of Temperance, which is still an active working

temperance society, and of which he remains a

charter member. He has been three times elected

presiding officer of the Order of Good Templars in

Ohio.

As an item of interest in the history of the temper-

ance reform, it may be well to say that in 1857, Mr.

Stewart presided over a state temperance convention,

held at Columbus, for the purpose of organizing an

:
independent prohibition political party: that this

I
convention appointed a committee to call a state

I
nominating convention, but the movement was

stopped by the war iu Kansas, followed by the war of

j

the rebellion. In IstiO he was a delegate to the

Chicago convention, that organized the National

Prohibition party, and has ever since been a menilwr
of the national executive committee. He has been

three times candidate of the Prohibition Reform
party in Ohio for supreme judge, and thrice for

governor.

He is a clear, logical reasoner. and possessed of

excellent executive ability. He is thoroughly )>osted

in political history and economy, and there arc few.

if any. men in the country who more thoroughly

nnderstand the questions relating to teni]ierunce.

KARXARD CORTRITE

is a son of ({arret! V. and Electa Cortritc. his father

;
being a native of Pennsylvania, and his mother, of

Connecticut. He was horn in the town of Phelps,

i Ontario county, New York. September 2*», 1881. lie

remained with his parents, devoting himself industri-

|

"ously tn i he occupation of farming until he was
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twenty-two years <if ape. All the education he re-

ceived was "picked up" in a district school, some

two miles distant from his home.

Having a natural fondness for machinery, and his

father hemp one of the first to introduce the mowing
machine into Ontorio county, young Barnard, when
he was hut fourteen years old, at the request of a

farmer living some twelve miles distant, took his

father's mower, and drove to the place, arriving late

at night. Going to work in the meadow the next

morning, he cut, hy noon of the secoud day, twenty

acres of grass: for which feat he was highly com-
plimented in the county newspapers.

In April. l*
r
>4, Mr. Cortrite went to Wisconsin, to

manage a farm consisting of a section of laud, for a

gentleman hy the name of A. C. Loomis. where he

remained until that gentleman's death. He then

went to Saginaw, Michigan, and engaged in the

Saginaw City mills, as an assistant sawyer, hut at the

end of three weeks he was promoted to the position

of first sawyer, by the proprietor of the mills. Here
he cast his first vote, in the fall of 1856, for General
Fremont. For the rest of that year, after the saw-

ing season was over, he employed himself in chopping
cord wood, at fifty cents a day.

In 18a?, on account of his father's death, he was
railed home to settle up the estate. After perform-

ing this duty, he took the whole family, viz.: His

mother, three brother! and three sisters, to Genesee
county, Michigan, where they located.

At about this period, Mr. Cortrite became con-

nected with the firm of Ledyard & Bennett, of Plv-

niouth, Wayne county, Michigan, as salesman and
collector during the spring, summer and fall, and
during the winter, as manufacturer of fanning mills.

With this firm he remained five successive years, dur-

ing which time, on the 28th of September, i860, he

was married to Lydia Ann, daughter of Stephen and
Sarah Terry, of Plymouth, Michigan. Of this union

were born twochildren, Hattie E. and Sarah A., both

of whom are living.

In the year 18U4. after a protracted illness, he en-

gaged with the firm of Shutts A Ferrier, manu-
facturers of machinery, as salesman for a term of

three years. While engaged with this firm, he was
solicited by Mr. Bennett, one of Ins former employ-

ers, to go to Ohio and engage in the fanning mill

business with him. Incoming an espial partner and

manager. This he did, purchasing land and erecting

a factory in the village of Xorwalk. Huron county,

and entering inte partnership for a term of three

years. At the end of this term he purchased Mr.

Bennett's interest, and became sole ow ner of the pro-

perty.

During his many years' experience in this business.

Mr. Cortrite became convinced that a more perfect

mill than those then in use, was needed, and could be

constructed. And soon after becoming sole proprietor

of the establishment ahove named, hi' invented what

33

is now widely known as the "Eureka Fanning Mill,"

for which he obtained letters patent.

This invention has proved eminently successful,

and its success is attributable not only to the ingenu-

ity of the invention itself, but also to the prudence,

energy and financial ability with which the inventor

has, for a )>eriod of some fourteen veal's, conducted

his affairs. His business has rapidly increased until,

with the facilities afforded by his Xorwalk factory,

and the one recently established by him at Harris-

burg, Pennsylvania, the average number of his mills

sold annually is over one thousand.

During the years of 18TT-8, Mr. C. erected and

completed the fine residence, a view of which appears

on another page of this work, and which the people

of Xorwalk properly regard as an ornament to their

village. He has also made many improvements upon

his factory buildings and the surrounding grounds,

which are indicative of his artistic ta-te. as well as of

his pecuniary ability.

In the year 18T », Mr. Cortrite made a public pro-

fession of religion and united with the M. E. church,

of which he is still an active mcml>er.

DAVID HARLOW PEASE.

I). H. Pease was born in Somen, Connecticut,

Xovember f>, 182*",, and at the time of death. January

13, IS7'L was in the forty-sixth year of his age.

His early years were spent in his native town, and

in addition to such know ledge as lie could obtain at

the public school, he pursued his studies for two

years at the village academy at Wilhraham. Massa-

chusetts.

He came to Xorwalk, Ohio, in 18.VJ, and was en-

gaged in the book and drug business until 1803, when
he was elected county auditor, and filled that jiosi-

tion with remarkable fidelity for three successive

terms until lSiW, since which time, until his death,

he was actively engaged in merchandise.

So, few words express in general terms the story of

Mr. Pease's life. He was not a man to limit his

care- or his labors to his own or his family'- well Ink-

ing. With an earnest desire to promote the welfare

of all within the reach of his influence, he combined a

rare judgment, an indomitable perseverance and re-

markable efficiency. While yet a young man. he de-

tern, incd to do what one man could to promote the

cause of temperance, and his time, labor, means and

counsel have la-en freely given, year after year, to

further this great object. He was active in the for-

mation of the Voting Men's Library and Beading
Boom Association, and at the time of his death, was one

of it- most efficient and valuable officers. His in-

terest in the Fire-land's Historical Society was unflag-

ging for years. His duties as secretary of the society

and editor of the Pioneer, occupied much of his val-

uable time, and this he freely gave'from some time
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in the year lw»o. when 111' wh chosen editor of the

PioHter, to the time t hut he was compelled by weak-

ness to lav aside liis pen. In early manhood lie made

up his mind tliat whatever was excellent in character

or elevating anil ennobling in tendency, was generally

connected with the Christian church. He, therefore,

sustained the public worship of God by his example

and RlOSt generous contributions, and his counsel and

|>ersonal presenee could always be depended upon in

sustaining the Sabbath school. He was foremost m
every good work, and counted no sacritice to great

for the public good. Such characters as Mr. Pease's

are not common ; it is only here and there that

such a man is vouchsafed to a community. (Venial

and happy in his home—a kind neighbor, a wise

and faithful citizen—we miss his presence in our as-

semblages—wc miss his counsels and his labors. He
ha* gone from us in the prime of life and in the

midst of great usefulness, but ha- left to the com-

munity the rich legacy of a pure and upright life.

Let us imitate his example and emulate his virtues.

JOHN" LA VEIN.

•lohn Lavlill was born in Westmoreland county,

Pennsylvania. May it, 1 791. His parents removed

to Beaver. Pennsylvania, in 1 ?!'•;. In .March. lSlo,

Ills father sold bis farm and started for the "lake

country." taking with him all his family, except

•lohn. who remained behind until June of the same

year to receive a payment for the farm, which became

due at that time, .lohn hired out during the summer

to a farmer hi ten dollars and fifty cents per month,

ami attended School during the following winter. In

the sihuut liis grandfather. Abraham Powers, and

Hanson Kced, decided to follow John's parents to

the frontier. Accordingly they started overland

through the wilderness, taking with them BUCh house-

hold goods and other property as they could carry.

John accompanied them, assisting in driving stock

and in other ways rendering them aid during their

long, tedious journey. The party at length arrived

at Cuyahoga portage. They then learned that John's

father and party had stopped there the previous

spring, on their way to the frontier, and raised a crop

of corn, and in the fall had removed to the mouth of

Black river, on the lake shore. John remained with

his grandfather's party until they reached Greenfield,

Huron county, where they settled. He remained

with Hanson Itccd one mouth, to assist him in plant-

ing corn. He then started aloue and on foot, by

Indian trails, to join his father's family, near Black

river. While on this lonely journey, sleeping on the

bank of the Vermillion river, he was surrounded by

wolves, but, by the greatest vigilance, and kindling a

fire, he kept them at bar until morning. In October,

1811, the family removed to West Berlin, Erie county.

During the following winter, Mr. Liylin taught

school, receiving his boaid and one dollar and a quar-

ter tuition per scholar, as coni|»eusation.

In the spring of 1 si 2 war was declared between

England and the United States. A meeting of the

citizens of that and the surrounding counties was

held to provide means for defence. A petition, ask-

ing for assistance from the governor of Ohio, wan

forwarded, and a company of "minute men" was

organized for home defence. Mr. Laylin joined the

company, and on the next day it marched to the

peninsula off Sandusky to ascertain if there were

any Indians in the vicinity. Mr. Laylin was pre-

vented joining this expedition by severe sickness.

From the entire company of thirty, only four or the

survived the expedition. Nothing was heard of the

poor fellows until their whitened bones were found

in the following September bv a detachment of Com-

modore Perry's victorious troops. In August, General

Hull surrendered to the British, which was not known

among the settlers until a small British fleet ap|ieared

off Huron, from which some of the prisoners taken

were sent in small boats to the shore.

The greatest consternation prevailed. In the panic

which followed, the family lied to Mount Vernon.

At Mansfield, they met a regiment hastening lo the

protection of the citizens on the border, and Mr.

Laylin joined these troop-. After his term of enli-t-

nient had expired, he rejoined his father's family at

Mount Vernon. Here he learned Hie mason's trade.

He was fond of reading and tflttdj and, not being

confined closely at his trade, found time to avail

himself of the advantage- of a public library. He
became a great student of ancient and modem history.

He also watched with deep interest the great dis-

coveries in science and the inventions of genius. It

was during this lime that fiis mosi la-ling political

and religious opinion* were formed. In the mean-
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time, his father's family liatl removed to Norwalk.

but lie remained in Mount Vernon until 1817, when

he was railed home by the death of his father. In

October. 1818. he married Olive Clark, wife of Daniel

Clark, of Bronson. Mr. Laylin then settled near

Norwalk, on a farm which he had previously bought,

where he passed the most active and useful portion

of his life. During the years that followed he was a

most zealous worker in the Methodist Episcopal

Church and Sabbath school, having made that the

church of his choice. Nearly all religious services,

prior to the erection of a church edifice in the village,

were held at his house. He was appointed superin-

tendent of a Sabbath school in the neighborhood,

which position he filled for a number of years. Dur-

ing the year 1841, he was sorely bereaved in the death

of his wife and two children. There remained of

the family six children: two sons and four daughters.

Six years afterward, Mr. Laylin married Mrs, Mary

Wcyburn States, of Hartland, who proved an excel-

lent wife and mother. In the strength of her affec-

tion she gathered into her love the remains of two

broken families and was a true mother to them all.

Soon after his second marriage he removed to a

residence on Medina street. Norwalk. where he re-

mained until his death.

His faithful wife died April 10, 1877, after a long,

painful illness, which baffled skill, love and care.

For several years her husband's infirmity, and his

desire to have her by him, confined her to the pre-

cints of home. She was its light and strength.

Her worth was manifest in the high esteem and

reverence in which she was held by all her family.

Mr. Laylin survived the death of his wife but a few

days. He died, peacefully, April 'id, 1877. There

remain of his children: Elvira, Mrs. Richard Elliott:

Celestme. Mrs. W W. Hildreth: Olive, Mrs. M. L.

Carr: Marriette, Mrs. F. (Sard; and Marie, Mrs.

Frank Evans. His sons, Theodore and Lewis C, are

residents of Norwalk.

Mr. Laylin was a man of untiring energy and per-

severence. Favored with few early advantages for

mental culture, he availed himself to the utmost of

what he had. Strength and definiteness were leading

characteristics of his mind. He held decided and

independent judgments on all religious and political

questions that from time to time stirred public

thought during his long life.

His life covers almost the entire national period of

our history. He was horn in the second year of

Washington's first term, and was over eight years

old when he (Washington) died. He was eligible to

vote for fifteen presidents. His life runs back through

Victoria's long reign—past William and George IV.

to the middle of the stupid misrule of George III.

Louie XVI. was still a monarch, the French reign of I

terror was yet unknown, and the great battles of Na-

poleon unfought. Nichola- and two Alexanders had

not yet come to the throne of Russia, and the Empire

of Austria was yet unborn. He has se< n >pr ng into

being the wonderful mechanical inventions and scien-

tific discoveries that have so materially changed the

economy of life.

He received from his mother religious instruction

which, at eighteen, ripened into definite conversion.

His religions convictions were welded in the white

heat of early controversy, and ever bore the marks

of their origin. He died firm in the faith that he

would awaken amid the glories of his heavenly home.

CALEB II. GALLUP.

In Lorraine, part of the debatable territory Im»-

tween the French and German people: wasted and

seared and scarred by many battles, now in possession

of one people and then of the other, there is an ancient

family of the name of Kolopp. From time immemo-
rial the tradition has been handed down by its mem-
bers, from generation to generation, that one of their

number went to western Europe as a follower of Wil-

liam, Duke of Normandy, and never returned. This

tradition was recently imparted to the writer by the

Rev. Peter Kolopp. a member of that family now in

charge of St. Peter's (Catholic) church of Norwalk.

Hume, in his history of the 14 Conquest," says:

" The situation also of Europe inspired William with

hopes that, besides his brave Normans, he might em-

ploy against England the flower of the military force

which was dispersed in all the neighboring states.

France, Germany and the Lower countries, by the

progress of the feudal institutions, were divided end

sub-divided into many principalities and baronies. *

* * A military spirit had universally diffused itself

throughout Europe; * * * multitudes crowded

to tender to the duke their services, with that of

their vassals and retainers." (Hume's History of

England. Boston edition of 1854, volnme one, pages

one hundred forty-one and two.) Readers of history

will retncnil>er that these movements of "William the

Conqueror" were crowned with success at the battle

of Hastings, October 14. 1066.

As corroborative of the tradition in the Kolopp

family of Ix)rrainc, a tradition also exists in the Gal-

lup family of America that the founder of the Eng-

lish branch came into England at the Conquest, from

France. This tradition has often been related to the

writer by the late Hallet Gallup of Norwalk.

The different sjH'lling of the name by the two fam-

ilies is no indication of a difference in origin. In

those early days education was routined to the monas-

teries, and family names were perpetuated by the me-

dium of their children more than by written records.

Afterwards, as education became more general, and

men learned to FpriVs their names, the manner of

spelling them was purely arbitrary, depending upon

the sound, or the fancv of the individual. Kolopp is

a correct phonetic spelling of the Ocrnian pronuncia-

tion of GaUup.
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Early in the seventeenth century, and previous to

1«>3«», two brother*, .John and William Gallup, cume

over to this country from Kngland and settled at

Boston, then but an infant settlement. John was an

English sailor and soou became a Massachusetts fish-

erman, and with his little fishing smack became

historic in the Indian troubles of that time—1636—
(Palfrey's History of New England, volume one, page

four hundred fifty-eight : Life and Letters of John
j

Winthrop, pages one hundred fifty-eight, two huu- I

dred, and three hundred eighty-seven). He died at

Boston about 1643, without issue.

Soon after the settlement of New London, Connec-

ticut, and about H',48, William, who is supposed to

have married at Boston, became a resident of that

part of New London since called (iroton. where he

brought up two sons, Hallet and William (second),

and probably other children.

In H>75, Hallet received warning, from a friendly

Indi ,n, of the trouble soon toculminate in that historic

event known as " King Phillip's war." That warn-

ing was the present of a wampum bell, or rather, a

Indt made out of the long coarse hair of the black

bear, ornamented with whiteheads set in the form of a

" W." This iudicated war. He raised a company of

soldiers and took them into that "direful swamp
fight " of December in, 1 775. The following quota-

tion shows his fate:

" The legislature of the colony, in a representation

of the services they had |>erformcd in the war, say:

4 Iu that signal service, the fort tight, in Narragan-

sett, as we had our full number iu proportion to the

other confederates, so all tay they did their full pro-

portion of sen ice. Three noble soldiers. Seeley,

courageous Marshall and bold Gallup, died in the I

bed of honor; and valiant Mason, a fourth captain,
,

had his death's wound. There died many brave

officers and sentinels, whose memory is blessed, and

whose death redeemed our lives.' " (Barbor's Connec-

ticut Historical Collections, page 21; sec, also, Pal-

frey's History of New England, volume III, page l?7).

William (second) survived the war and raised S large

familv. one of which was a son named William

(third), who also raised a family of two hoys, William

(fourth) and Hallet (second), and ten daughters, of

whom there were six twins.

This William (third) removed from Groton, Con-

necticut, to Kingston, Pennsylvania, in October,

1 774. and was living there at the time of the " Wyom-

ing massacre," of July 3, 1 TtN. His son Hallet

(second) was iu the light, and escaped by floating

down the Susquehanna river, with his body under

water and his face protected from ricw, between two

rails gras|>ed iu his hands.

Two of his twin daughters, Sarah and Hannah,

aged about five years, were captured and carried oil

by the Indians, painted and adopted by a squaw, but

soon after ransomed.

Hannah, born at Grotou, Connecticut, March 4,

1 7 73. was the Mr-. Hannah Jones who died at Kings-

ton. Pennsylvania, about 1 8»;o. Sarah, born at Gro-

tou. Connecticut. March 4. 1773, was the Sarah Hoyt
who died at Norwalk, Ohio, iu 18">s. She first

married Peter Grubb. Jr.: after his death she married

Mr. Agur Hoyt and removed to Danhury, Connecti-

cut; from there they removed, in 1831, to Norwalk,

Ohio. She was the stepmother of Agur B. Hoyt.

now of Norwalk. and mother of William I!. Hoyt,

now of Toledo. Ohio.

Another daughter. Mary, was engaged to Ik? mar-

ried to James Divine, of Philadelphia. He was at

Kingston to visit her, and was one of the victims of

July 3, 1778. She never married.

William (fourth), then a lad, escaped the massacre,

and. at maturity, married Kreelove Hathaway, sister

of sea captain Caleb Hathaway, of Philadelphia.

Their children were William (fifth), Hallet (third).

"James Divine" aud Caleb Hathaway.

William (fifth) came to Norwalk. Ohio, in 1818,

and. on May 2, 1820, married Salley Boalt, daughter

of Captain John Boalt (the first marriage in Norwalk),

aud their children are: William (sixth), now living

iu Tiffin. Ohio: Matilda (Mrs. Wm. Bombarger). now

of Boulder. Colorado; Mary, dead; Francis, now of

Denver. Colorado; Ruth Ann (Mrs. Lafayette S. Lyt-

tle.) of Toledo, Ohio: George, of Tiffin. Ohio; Susan

(Mrs. Thomas Thresher.) of Granville, Ohio: Samuel

C. now of Pueblo, Colorado; James Divine (2d), now

of Greensburgh, Indiana: John (2d), now of Boulder,

Colorado; Rose (Mrs. Albert N'nslcy.) of Sandusky

City, Ohio).

Hallet (3d) was born at Kingston. Pennsylvania, iu

1796, and. upon his birth, a relative at Grotun, Con-

necticut, sent on to his parents the wampum belt

given by the friendly Indian to Captain Hallet (1st)

in 1775. with the request to name him Hallet. That

belt is yet in almost perfect preservation iu the pos-

session of Carroll Gallup, of Norwalk, Ohio.

Iu 1812, Hallet (3d) joined Captain Thomas' com-

pany of Pennsylvania volunteers and served in the

artillery under Harrison. On being mustered out of

service at the close of the war. he, in 181fi, came to

Bloomingsville, then in Huron county, and, in 1818,

came to Norwalk. In 1810 he was appointed col-

lector of the then Huron county. On April i», 1820,

he married Clarissa, daughter of Piatt and Sally

Benedict, and died in his eighty-second year on July

11, 1>77, at Norwalk, Ohio.

His wife, Claris-a, died at Norwalk, Ohio, just six

months afterwards, on January 11. 1878. in the eighty-

second year of her ape.

Their children were: Catharine, uow living at Nor-

walk; Maria, (Mrs. M. A. Dnnton) now living at Nor-

walk: Lydia, died in childhood: Carroll, now living

at Norwalk: Sarah, ( Mr-. Henry Brown) now living

I
at Norwalk; Eliza, died iu infancy; Caleb Hathaway,

|

(second) now living at Norwalk: Lizzie Francis, now

living at Norwalk.

James Divine, third son of William, (fourth) *|tent

the greater part of his life as a mining engineer, in
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the then just developing coal regions of Pennsylvania,

unci died at Mauch Chunk, Pennsylvania, in March,

1856; aged about fifty-eight years; never married.

Caleb Hathaway, fourth son of William, (fourth)

wu« born at Kingston, Pennsylvania, in 1802: came to

Norwalk, Ohio, in 1825. and opened a cabinet shop

on the lot so long occupied by the late John H. Foster.

He died at Norwalk. September 20, 182?; not married.

Caleb Hathaway, (second) whose picture accom-

panies this memoir, son of Hallett, (third) was born at

Norwalk, Ohio, May 10, 1834.

In 1850. he graduated at Madison University,

Hamilton, New York, from the "Literary and

Scientific Course," and was the first student upon

whom that institution conferred the "'Degree of

Bachelor of Philosophy."

In 185?, ho commenced the study of law with

Worcester and Pennewell, of Norwalk, arid in April,

1858, graduated from the Cincinnati Law School with

the "Degree of Bachelor of Laws," and shortly after-

wards opened an office at Norwalk.

In 1859, he removed to St. John's, Michigan, and

on July 10th, was admitted to practice law in the

courts of that State.

The next summer he removed from St. John's to

Port Austin, Huron county, Michigan, arriving there

on June 24, 18(it».

In the fall of that year, he was elected the first

prosecuting attorney of that county, to which posi-

tion he was re-elected for four succeeding terms, hold-

ing the office until January 1, 1871,—ten years.

He also held the offices of circuit court commis-

sioner and injunction master during most of the same

period, as well as that of township treasurer, and

several other minor offices.

Daring the war of the rebellion, he acted a* deputy

United States Marshal for the western district of

Huron county. Michigan: was hinwlf "drafted" and

instead of being sent to the "front," was ordered

hack to duty as deputy marshal.

In HsGfi he was elected a mcmU'r of the Michigan

legislature for two years, and while acting in that

capacity introduced ami obtained the passage of a

joint resolution calling on Congress to provide for

and construct a harbor of refuge at or near Point

Au Barques. Lake Huron. He also had printed and

circulated, at the different cities bordering the great

chain of lakes, a petition to the same end. This was

the first step ever taken to obtain such a harbor, and

did not meet with immediate success; but it set the

movement on foot that eventually culminated in the

magnificent harbor of refuge now nearly completed

at Sand Beach, Huron county, Michigan. Hundreds
of vessels, thousands of sailors and millions of dollars

worth of property now find safe shelter there from

the terrible storms on lake Huron.

In 186?-8-'J he made repeated efforts to obtain an

exteution of the Western Union telegraph line from

Lexington, seventy miles, to Port Austin, and with

success.

June 20, I860, he married Kate M., daughter of

John V.. and Mary S. Vrcdenbnrgh, then of Peru,

Huron county, Ohio. She died May 25, 18G3.

The issue of that marriage was one son, Richard

Carroll, born September 2, 1861, at the Peru farm.

November 3, 186V, married, as second wife, Helen

A., daughter of William and Mary Glover, of Trenton,

New Jersey, and niece of Hon. Joel Parker, of Free-

hold. New Jersey, the only person who has twice

held the position of governor of that State. She
died April 8, 1872, at Port Austin. Michigan, aged

twenty-nine years, and is buried at Norwalk. Ohio.

The issue of this second marriage was one daughter,

Mabel Parker, born September 1?, 1870, and one son,

Herbert Alpheus. born April 5, 1872, both at Port

Austin.

July !». 1872. removed with his children back to

Norwalk, Ohio, his present residence.
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WAKEMAN.

0K1OIXAL owner-. I So t, Slcnos S

In the year ITSW the State of Connecticut granted

five hundred thousand acre* of land, ou the west end

of the Western Reserve, to those of her inhabitants

whose property had been destroyed by tire by the

enemy during the revolutionary war. The grantees

organized under the name of "The Sufferers' Land
Company." and on the 8th of November, 1SU8, the

directors of the company met in the city of New
Haven, Connecticut, and devised n plan for a division

of the land among its members, which was made by-

lot.

The four classes drawn for the four sections of

Wnkeman are exhibited iu the following table, the

first column of which contains the names of the

"sufferers" as the grantees were called. The fig-

ures opposite the names show the amount of each

individual's loss in pounds, shillings, and pence.

The right hand column contains the names of those

persons who became owners of the claims, either by

purchase or by heirship, and the amounts set opposite

their names show the amount paid for the claims iu

the different sec tions. The value of each section of

the township being arbitrarily fixed at one thousand

three hundred and forty-four pounds and seven shil-

lings, each classifier was apportioned a quantity of

land in the same ratio to the total amount as the

amount of his claim bore to the total value. In the

distribution of the lands, which, as previously stated,

was made by lot, it sometimes happened that a claim-

ant received land in each section of the township and

in other townships.

WAKKMAN, T()W\ N f M II KK lot R, IN Till: TWF.ST t F.YI1

RANGE.

i i iKMFti ATK v N
i , Sn rum :

Ortr/INfl/ '11 ill./.. > Atn t L>*m .4. i'f C'fajuri/.

t a. d. I t. •i

Mahle 0«l»>rnp "<> <>
-• Jt*»Hp Wain-man .1*1 9

.I'lliU I'SN l» <V tl II !• n
Nathan i..*ifr.-v .»-. Vi 4 » ii
Caleb Ihsbrow.
two riifht* « !'i to .*

16 10
l«aar Haya,

ruthit 111 M 1 S* 4 -

Naa. Hubhel I* 10
».

If M 0
Joalah Thatcher. lt»< 6 M 0 v*4
John A Ittmi l Kr

eralev 154 »"-» 131 IT

Tim- Iturll.iirt 1*1 1 1 »
David Burr "J 1 1!' 11

N 1 i "tn| - -II N.i h
,.11. «; In II a? is •

N. Tbomie-on Nicti

oils m W -i 16 <»

John Whitehead IT »• 4>a •«
IT - 0

Ahik-ml Thomp-m B in X in 0
At.lifall Wynk'.op i:. 0 • »« «• a 0

Foottmr ol Clas.m. ation No 1. tii.J44 7 0

Original Omnttti

(<• nun Beers
Maliel Osborne
Sal ii I Wilson
TIii una* Bennit
Sarah Brum
Jason Dlsbrow
Hejtekiab Hull
John Ilrile
John lly.le, Jr
Jwph Hyde
Benjamin Maker
Rebecca Sa»h
Peter Whitney
J ... nili Bulk ley
Samuel Beers'
Frawelx Foririie
Solomon Uray
B-nl Rumaey
John Davis
Jore'b Miller. E*i
Bridget I>~lyur<l
Seth SluriceB
Stephen Suerney
Mr.se. Bulklev
David Beers
David Burr

A ml I/at CVoiuniW bp Am 1

| * d. f i
i

510 1 t J«*Up Wakt*inna 161) M 11

005 0 »» 175 6 in

10 17 r. KlHMir/rr Jrsup.Jr | 10 II

8 3 1 1

17 in 0 17 10 ii

10 a 4 I

M Ifi f 1

10 ii 0 10 0 0
47 n * •» •7 11 1

7 « I 1 J
35 0 a« M V. •1 ''

15 n «
•t 15 17 4

« 7 5 I

a*
<: 7 1

V 0 H
I n

10 0 0 •a
10 .. •

Mi M 1
,

Ml • <

IS 4

151 \<. 0 1 • IS I." 1

1 ! « 1 9 r.

IS 0 n 0
Hi 14 11 5S 0

iva IS 10 Imhv- Hn>o*Q» ill i»
3117 i

;

5 H 1M i

103 0 Jesup A 5

K5 .'.
• •

IT 10 I

M 0
1

a* '> II H

l'-l 1
M lftl 1 »

t a n ': 3 (

F.H.Unjc or Cla on No e. CIJMI 7 0

CijiamriraTloK So 3. Sectiojc 3.

Onyimtl tirantrm. Am r Lou* (.'htiliflrd by. Jm'l Cluwrf

Stephen Thorp
£ a 1 •

515 l s Jesup Wakeman so i

John Smell ley 10 4 MO i:
Jewip Wakeninn H a 11

,4 *, 12 "

Olive Bulkley 5 1 Hi i
Ahel (i.julr) Mi r> »

I i.ii .1 Barlow 374 il 0 Ebeneier Jesup, Jr 137

8

•

Ann Caldwell 8 N 0 -

Joseph Oouhl 17 0 0 •* M 17 0
Hezeklah Jennings 1 1)

44
1 1

Martha Jennings
James P<'iihVld

r,

6
is

n
l»

'1

|«

• i aa •
1*

u
Sarah RnlllrM 15 0 M M 3S 15
Urace SpaMm «e 4 1

« «* -.; l« in

Klieneier S.piire
Richar.1 Wain

14 II
-

4

3

• * aa
14
.V

14

liideon Wills S |
Naibauiel Wllaoii 10 17 '. 1
Eliitabeth Shapely
Jere h Miller, K«,

3KJ S 0 Ujuic Bi»D«un cr. ku 10 no ii

8*thSturge» "i« 0 I l

Fiwtine or ciisaiflcation No 3. £i.;»m 7 •

CUSelPICATlu.y So I,

<<r<V<iiiil Urantf. Am I t-.»»

Manel i.»sl.nrne

J. «eph s^iuire
Stephen Thon.
John A tianir l K*
erslv

Sal h i Benetlli-I

TllUi Hurlliurt
! \h in • " i !! .It

Kliziil*eth Sliaj„-lv

Klizab AM
Sathaiiiel Rurr
I'aniel liorehani
Selh Sturites

t • d.
.no. 0 t
ns I «
515 1 s

154 y 1,1,

3.V1 IS 3
IWil 3 ii

15
3s;

5

5
1

0
Tl» 14 4

la ii

30 -' o
'I 1

Clamjird by.

Jesup Wakeman
t

145

ITT

tl>eue/erje»up. Jr
313
ti3

15
a«i

Je-up Wnkeinaii S51
14
30

.4m / f f«A«-l

<<

l^iae

«

II

0
••

14
«
1»
5

IT

14

II
'->

!<

«

14,

"1
34
1

»*t

II

•
il

I

F. ollnir of clarification No. 4. 131.344 7 «

N A M t..

The township was named for ,Iesiip Wakeman. om'

of the original proprietor, of its soil.

N ATI RAL API'BA IIANt'E.

The surface is generally undulating, the eastern

IH.rtion being more rolling than the western. The

(JdSl
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Vermillion river filters the township from the south,

near the center of the town liue, and running a won-

derfully crooked course, passes about a mile east of

the center and leaves the township a short distance

west of the section line. Brandy creek enters the

south line of the township, in'the southwest part, and

forms a junction with the Vermillion a short distance

northeast of the center of the town. I^a Chapelk

creek rises in Townsend, enters this township south

of the center road and leaves it a mile and a <|uarter

east of the northwest corner. The stream is said to

have derived its name from a Frenchman by the name
of De La Chapelle, who discovered and explored it

to its source, long before the country was settled.

The soil is generally a clay-loam with a mixture of

sand and gravel in many places, and is adapted to a

varied cultivation. The first settlers found this town-

ship heavily timbered, the principal varieties being

whitewood, white oak, beech, maple, black walnut,

butternut, chestnut, hickory and basswood. On the

river bottoms the sycamore, elm and sugar maple were

chiefly found.

NATIVE ANIMALS.

The principal species of wild animals originally found

in the forests of Wakeman, were the bear, deer, wolf,

wild-cat and fox. Bears, though not numerous, ivere

occasionally seen. Deer were very numerous, and

were frequently captured. They were the settlers'

main dependence for meat, while their skins were

used as an article of clothing by the male inhabitants.

Suits made wholly of buckskin wore worn only when
absolute necessity required, a single wetting and dry-

ing making them very uncomfortable. It was more
generally used for facing the exposed portion of the

pantaloons. The neck was sewed on to the seat, and
the balance of the hide on to the front of each leg

above tin- knit'.

Wolves were plenty, but they were a shy animal,

and perhaps were not as often seen as bears. They
were exceedingly vexatious to the inhabitants, ren-

dering night hideous with their almost incessant howl,

and often attacking and killing sheep if not inclosed

in pens. Large hunting parties were sometimes

formed for the purjwse, chiefly, of ridding the coun-

try of them, but they were rarely caught in this

manner.

The wild turkey was the most important of the bird

species, and was found in great abundance.

INIHaNs.

For hImjiu ten years after the arrival of the first

settlers, a band of Indians, consisting of lifteen or

twenty families, came regularly into the township

twice a year—in the spring to make maple sugar and

in the fall to hunt. They were from the region of

I'pjKr Sandusky, and were probably of (lie Wyandot
and Seneca tribes. They made their trips in canoes

of their own manufacture, which were made usually

out of black walnut or white wood. On their return

their canoes would l*t loaded with sugar or furs and

venison.

In reply to an inquiry from Erastus French, who

had a curiosity to know how they would get their

boats over the dams across the river, the answer was,

" Yankee cow." (They would get a settler with a

yoke of oxen to draw their boats around the dams.)

They had a sugar camp east of the Vermillion, on land

afterwards owned by Mr. Bunce. Their huts were

made of elm bark, and their sap-troughs of the same.

The last time they visited the place was in the spring

of 1827. They left everything, evidently expecting

to return, but they never came agaiu. The troughs

were carefully packed up inside the huts, the doors

were tightly closed, and a stick placed against each

one, signifying that no one was at home.

On one occasion three Indians came to the house of

Erastus French, and presenting a certificate of their

honesty from Judge Meeker, asked for a "Yankee

hack.'' Mr. French was unable to understand what

they meant, until one of the Indians jumped upon a

log and gesticulated as if digging out a canoe, when

he rightly inferred that an adz was wanted, but had

none to give them. They would frequently call at

the houses of the settlers for whisky, for which they

would invariably offer something in exchange. When
refused on the ground that they would get drunk

(•'cacoosie"), the plea would be •'Injun no eaeoosie

now; cacoosie to-morrow." They would rarely get

drunk away from their camp.

Mr. (_'. C. Canfield relates the following incident of

his first sight of Indians: In that portion of the

township formerly called the "windfall." there were,

in the early settlement, great quantities of blackber-

ries. In the summer of 1£1T. himself, his brother

Royal, Lemuel and Bennett Pierce, all lads whose

ages ranged from six to nine years, mounted Captain

Fierce's old mare, the only horse in the township that

year, and started for the blackberry patch. When they

arrived at " the windfall," about a mile west of where

the depot now stands, they suddenly discovered a

party of Indians only a short distance away, mounted

upon their ponies and coining directly toward them.

The boys stood not upon tin- order of their going, but

went at once. The old nag developed a rate of -jietd

on that homeward trip of which she had never been

suspected. Over loirs, brush and mud holes she went,

and fortunately arrived at Mr. Canficld's without a

lioy le*s. The ln.ii.ui~ followed along i p to the

house, greatly amused at the boys' fright, and with

many gesticulations described to the family the ap-

pearance of the lads during their flight.

SETTLEMENT.

In 1810, Burton Canfield, Bennett French, Joel

Crane, Waite Downs, and other gentlemen living in

Soiithbury. Connecticut, organized themselves into a

company and purchased of Wakeman, Bronsoii and

Jesup, section three and subsequently the northern

tier of lots of section four, the purchase amounting to
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about four thousand eight hundred acres, the price

per acre heing two dollars.

This company entered into an agreement with the

original proprietors, who recognized the benefit it

would be to their adjacent lands to have the tract

sold, speedily settled, to furnish one settler each year

for each one hundred and sixty acres of the purchase

until each quarter section should be thus occupied.

As the entire tract contained thirty quarter sections,

the company had thirty years in which to fill this

pledge, and, long before the limit of time was reached,

the agreement had been fulfilled.

In consequence largely of the above agreement, the

character of the population that took possession of

Wakeman was of the genuine Yankee sort; they were,

almost without exception, from Connecticut. Most

of them came from Soothbury, New Haven county,

some from Litchfield and Fairfield counties, and a

few from other parts of the State.

The first family to take up its abode in the wilder-

ness was that of Augustin Canfield. Mr. Canfield

started from New Milford, Litchfield county, with

his wife and four children, his brother Burton Can-

field. Seymour Johnson and his hired man. for the

Fire-lands on the 29th day of April, 1817. While

journeying through the "four-mile woods" west of

Buffalo, the emigrants experienced a break-down, one

of the axletrees of the wagon breaking off at the

wheel. The company fortunately possessed sufficient

mechanical skill to repair the damage, cutting out a

piece of timber from a tree and splicing it on to the

remaining part of the axle, ami thus completed the

journey without further mishap.

Many anecdotes are related illustrative of the con-

dition of the roads through Cattaraugus Swamp, or,

more particularly, that portion of it known by early

settlers as the "four mile woods. *' A traveler, seeing

a hat floating on the mud. procured a pole and tried

to secure it, when a voice from below cried out, "Let

me alone: I have a good horse under me. and I shall

get through all right."

Mr. Canfield and his associate* arrived in Wakeman
on the 23d day of May. performing the long journey

in about three weeks. He settled on lot number

twenty-three in the third section, building hi* cabin

near the location of the present residence of John (i.

Sherman. The house was fourteen feet square, built

of rough log*, with a roof of elm bark and a floor of

the same. Two large boxes, or trunk*, placed to-

gether constituted the only table in' the house, and

upon which the scanty meal was spread. The house

being without a fire place, the cooking was done by a

log lire outside. This primitive habitation was occu-

pied about six weeks, when it was replaced by a more

substantial log house, in which the family lived until

iVtt, when it was sold, with seventy acres on the

south part of the lot, to Justin Sherman. Mr. Can-

field taking up In* residence >>n the north part of the

same lot. where he spent the remainder of In* life.

He died September 1". aged neai ly si\tv-the.

Mrs. Canfield died in February, IK'il. at the age of

nearly seventy-two. They raised a family of five

children. C. C. Canfield. the eldest, married Mary E.

Hanford, daughter of Jahez Hanford. who settled in

Wakeman in 1831. Mr. Canfield has resided in the

township for a j>eriod of sixty-two consecutive years.

Koyal R. Canfield was a physician, and died in North

Carolina. Sarah Ann (now Mrs. N. W. St. Johns)

resides at Oberlin. Harriet (widow of Curtiss Burr),

and Burton M. Canfield reside in this township.

The following incident which occurred in the sum-

mer of 181 :, when there were but three families in

I the township, will give some idea of the newness of

the country at that time. While Mr. Canfield ma
assisting Captain Pierce in his logging, his family

went over to spend the day. At night a thunder

shower came up. and it being regarded hazardous for

Mrs. Canfield and the children to undertake a journev

of half a in He, they remained at Mr Pearee's over

night. But there was a cow at home to be milked,

and Mr. Canfield had to go. He started on horse-

back, with his little gon Calvert on behind. After

going a short distance he lost his path, and being

utterly unable to find it agaiu. had no alternative but

to make a night of it in the woods. The storm was

I

of great violence, and there was no shelter to be had.
' He therefore took the saddle from the horse, and

placing it on the riven end of a tree that had l>een

blown down by the storm, formed a cover for the boy,

while he himself bore the pelting rain, and thus they

spent the night. When daylight appeared he found

that he had wandered only about thirty rods away

from the path.

Burton Canfield. who came in with Augustin Can-

field and family, as previously mentioned, returned to

Connecticut a few weeks afterward: remained there

five or six years, when, with his family of wife and

son, he removed to this township.

The next man that penetrated the forests of Wake-

man was Amial P. Pierce. He arrived with his

family, consisting of wife and four children, and a

hired man, about three weeks after the Canlields",

making the journey from Connecticut with an ox

team. He made his location on the adjoining lot.

number twenty-two. He always resided on this

location.

lie was a man of large size and of great physical

strength, excelling in this resjiect, any other of the

pioneers with the exception of Mr. Bristol. He had

borne the rank of captain in Connecticut, and Un-

title was applied to him here for many years, and

until that of "Squire." owing to his long service as

justice of the peace, was substituted.

Mrs. Pierce i- -aid to have been a woman of

"strong emotion*, firm Christian faith and deep

religious experience." She was the only professing

Christian in the first time families, and her example

and influence was most salutary. It is said that she

found it very hard to become reconciled to the new

life upon which *he had entered. The change from
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tin- comforts i)f a pleasant home ill the midst of

churches, school* ami all the appliances of civiliza-

tion, to a home in a rude lop cabin, girt about with

impenetrable forest, with hardly the necessaries, to say

nothing of the comforts, of life, was a severe trial to

her. Her neighbor. Mrs. Bristol, on one occasion

during a visit, wishing to induce a more cheerful

state of mind, hazarded the prediction that she

"might some day see a big meeting-house with a bell

in it!" Mrs. Fierce died many years ago. but she

lived to see changes, physical and social, such as the

most vivid imagination hud never painted. She was

the mother of seven children, as follows: Lemuel B..

Bennett. Minott, Ann, David, Fanny and David.

Minott Pierce, living in this township, and Mrs. Dr.

Johnson, living at Oberlin. are the surviving mem-
bers of the family.

About a month after Mr. Pierce, came Samuel Bris-

tol, with his wife nnd one son. Thoj fttarted on their

western journey with two yoke of oxen and one horse

ahead, on the 28th day of May. and arrived in Ver-

million. Erie county, where friends of the family

were then living, on the 4th of July following. The
mother and child remained a few weeks in Yermilliou,

while Mr. Bristol came on to Wakeman and com-

menced the work of preparing a home for them. He
erected his cabin, north of his neighbors, on lot num-
ber eleven. Two years afterwards he exchanged his

farm for land on lot twenty-one in order to be on the

road. Mr. Bristol was a man of untiring industry,

by which, combined with economy and good manage-
ment, he acquired a tine property. He spent the later

years of his life in the home of his son. Nelson, in

Florence, Erie county. During his residenoe there

an event occurred which, not improbably, hastened

his death. He and his son, Nelson, owned a lurge

amount of property, both real and personal, the latter

consisting mostly of United States coupon bonds,

which were kept in an iron safe in the house. In the

dusk of the evening. June 'id. 18<>i>, a gang of bur-

glars, five in number, entered a room in which the

family -were gathered, ami on the pretense that they

were government detectives in search of stolen bonds,

demanded access to those in their possession, for the

purpose of inspection. The members of the family

were tied together with a cord taken from the bed,

and after ai hour of argument and threats the safe

was opened by Mr. Nelson Bristol, and the thieves

secured sixteen thousand the hundred dollars in bonds

and money, two thousand four hundred dollars of

which belonged to two other farmers in the neighbor-

hood. The robbers were captured, tried and at tirst

convicted, but were eventually cleared on proof oT an

alibi.

Samuel Bristol died in Florence, Erie county, at

the residence of his son. August 13, INfiT. within a

week of eighty years of age. He possessed a large,

stalwart frame, and corresponding physical strength

and capacity for endurance, excelling in this respect

any other man in the settlement. Mrs. Bristol still

24

survives, having reajhel th.' advanced age of ninety

j

year>. She is blind, but otherwise retains her facul-

ties unimpaired,

. The tirst year of the settlement, wheat was two dol-

lars and potatoes one dollar and seventy-live cents per

bushel, pork thirty dollars per barrel, and oftener of

the "shack" variety than otherwise. Until the land

was brought under cultivation provisions were gener-

ally obtained in the surrounding earlier settlements.

Erastns French joined the little band in the woods

of Wakeman in the fall of 1817. He was then a

young man twenty years of age. He made the jour-

ney with one horse and a light wagon, coming by

way of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, then called the

"southern route." On arriving in Wakeman. he

directed his course toward the cabin of Captain

Pierce, the bright, cheerful hearth fire of which he

could see for some distance through the unchinked

cracks between the logs. When be arrived there be

was in a sorrowful condition. Recent rains had so

swollen the streams, that, in order to ascertain

whether it would be safe to drive into them, he would

tirst wade through them, and thus became wet nearly

from head to foot and almost covered with mud.

And so the first thing in order after his arrival was to

put himself in a condition for association with civil-

ized people: but a bath in a mud-puddle near the

I cabin hardly produced the desired effect. He selected

a location on lot thirty-two and began the work of

improvement; but what, could a man do in the Wake-
man wilderness without a wife? For three vears the

young man worked out the problem in this way: He
boarded at Mr. Pierce's for a time at two dollars and

fifty cents a week; but afterwards, in order to save

expense—an important consideration with him at that

! time—he bought his own provisions and paid Mrs.

Pierce tifiv ceuty per week to cook them for him.

eaiting his simple meal at. a separate table. His bill

i of fare was less varied than wholesome, consisting

generally of mush, milk ami corn bread.

In May. ls.'o. he was united in marriage to Ruth

SqniTe, daughter of Joab Squire, an early settler in

Florence. A short time afterwards he made a visit

to Connecticut to obtain some money, and performed

the entire journey—with the exception of eighteen

miles by lake, which consumed three days—alone on

foot with his knapsack on his back. He averaged

nearly forty-live mile- per day. a remarkable pedes-

trian feat considering the condition of the country,

much of his course leading through swamp and dense

wood-. But nature provided Mr. French with a good

pair of walkers and few men could keep up with him

in his voungcr days. During the journey mentioned

he fell in with a traveler whose company was very

agreeable, but he was unable to keep along with Mr.

French, and. after a dav or -o, was left In-hind.
*

Hi.- first wife died June lit. lMo. and. in 1S.'»1, he

married Mrs. William Doughty, with whom he is now

living a short distance north of his original location,

aged eighty-one.
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In May. 1818, Dr. Harmon M. Clark nn<l wife

moved into town. Hi.- father's family came to Ohio

at the same time, settling in Medina count v. Dr.

Clark located on lot twenty-four, where Oeorge Mcr-

doff now lives. Ho was a practising physician, and

was a valuable actjuisition to the settlement. A rela-

tion of the hardships attendant upon his practice

would he a revelation to some of the younger mem-
bers of the profession of the present day. He traveled

on foot, with his saddle-lings on his arm, through this

and adjacent settlements, wading through streams,

anil often picking hi- way through the forest only by

means of blazed trees, ministering to the necessities

of all, without regard to compensation. If a patient

was uble to pay, a moderate fee was taken, which was

frequently paid in produce, while from others nothing

whatever was received or expected. He subsequently

went as a missionary among the Indians, on the

Maumee. but did not remain long. He and his wife

eventually took up their residence with their son-in-

law. Dr. Bryant of Amherst, and Mrs. Clark died I

there in 1868. He afterwards made his home with
'

his son, Dr. Henry ( lark of Ashland, and subse-

quently died there. They had a family of five chil-

dren, four of whom are now living, but none in this

township.

Bar/.illa S. Hendricks, his wife and adopted sou,

came into the township in the spring of 18l!>. and

settled where George Denton now lives. Mr. Hen-

dricks was killed by an accident, February .*>. IKiO.

He and his wife had been to the Centre in nttcnadnce

upon a meet ing of some kind, and when near Merritt

Hyde's, on their return home, a part of the harness

gave way. the sleigh was wrecked, and Mr. Hen-

dricks received injuries which caused his death the

following day. His first wife died in the early years

of their settlement, and he married again a few years

afterward. His second wife is yet living.

Abram Bronson, a brother-in-law of Mr. Hendricks,

with his wile, a sou and hired man. came in with the

Hendricks family, and settled where Mr. C. C. Can-

Keld now lives. He died on this place a little more

than a year after his arrival—August 29, 1820.

Sheldon Smith and family and Burton French

arrived in October, 1820. Mr. Smith took up his

r. sideuce on i lie place first occupied l>\ Mr. Hen-

dricks. His wife, who was a daughter of Mr. Silas

French, died in Wakemnn in February, 1831. Mr.

Smith subsequently married again, and removed to

the township of Berlin. Erie county, where he after-

wards died.

Silas French, the father of Burton and Ernst u-.

with his family, the wife of Burton ami Misj Sally

Sherman, joined the settlement in June. 1821. Mr.

French made his location in the western part of the
j

town-hip, ami lived there until his death, in May.

1842. aged sixty-nine.

Krastus French is the only surviving member of

the family. Burton French lived with F.rastns until

the arrival of his wife, when he settled near his father.

» ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

In June, 1821. Justus Minor, with his wife and
two children, moved into the place. The family

found shelter in the log school house near Mr. Can-

field's until a house could be erected on their -elected

location at the center of the town, on lot forty-six.

Mrs. Minor died at the school house a short time after

their arrival, ami her remains were borne to the center

for burial, a path being uuderbrushed from the school

house to the center, a distance of about two miles, for

the funeral procession. Mr, Minor's settlement was

the first in the township, outside of the third section.

He chose the center us being in his view the most

natural place, in the township, for a piobable future

village, and especially for the church, the location of

which he had determined to have fixed there. Dis-

sension and division had l>een experienced in the

church of which he was a member in Connecticut,

occasioned by the location of the church remote from

the center of the township, and he resolved to prevent

a similar difficulty here. As a preliminary step in

the accomplishment of his design he offered to board

a settled minister the first year without charge, and

the Rev. Mr. Betts. on his arrival a few years after-

wards, as pastor of the Congregational church, first

took up his abode at his house. He was unable, how-
ever, to completely carry out his plan. The nulls had
been located on the Vermillion, half a mile north of

the center, and they formed the nucleus of a settle-

ment which grew faster than that at the center, and
the meeting houses were eventually located between

the rival points.

A few years after his first wife's death, Mr. Minor
was united in m irriage Miss Delia Palmer of F tch-

ville, and in 1«32 removed to that township ami re-

sided there a number of years, and then returned to

Wakeman, residing here the remainder of his life.

He was the father of four children, one of whom
(Cyrus Minor), resides at Collins, Tovvnsend township,

aged seventy-eight.

Chester Manville came from Litchfield count v. Con-
necticut, to Wakeman, in May, 1822. He came afoot

and IVter Sherman with him. though not for the

purpose of settlement at that time. He came to take

charge of the remains of a brother who had lost his

life a short time before on the Ohio river. Nor, in-

deed, did young Manville come out to remain, but

nither to see hi- sweetheart. Miss Dothu Minor, who
hail emigrated hither with her parents the year pre-

vious, lie naturally protracted hi- visit, not return-

ing to Connecticut until the next winter, when Mr.

Sherman returned with him. again making the jour-

ney on foot. The following spring, Mr. Manville and

a sister, who afterwards became the wife of Anios

Clark, moved out. with a horse and single wagon.

They brought with them a few household goods, and

Mis- Ruth rode in the wagon am) drove the horse,

while the brother accompanied her on foot, making
for the third time the journey in that manner. He
married Dot ha Minor, March 31, 1824. and settled

where he now resides, on lot twelve, section three,
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paying two dollars ami seventy-live ee nts per acre for

his land, nis wife died February 8, 1842, in the

forty-fifth year of her age. Mr*. Manville was a

most excellent woman, loved ami honored by her fam-

ily, and highly esteemed hv all who knew her. Mr.

Manville was subsequently twice married, hut death

took from him his last companion some years since.

One son and two daughters arc now living, viz:

.James H. Manville. on the old homestead: Mrs. Pel-

let, in New York, and Mrs. Ellis, in Clyde. Ohio.

His oldest son. John, when nineteen year? of age was

kicked hv a horse, causing his death forty-eight hours

afterwards—June I*, ls-ti.

Mr. Manville is now living at the residence of his

son James, in Wakeman, aged eighty-three. In his

younger days, and when the country was new, he

often pursued the htisiness of hunting as a pastime.

He reports to the writer the killing of nearly one

hundred deer and wild turkeys, and smaller game too

numerous to mention.

Next in order was Justin Sherman, with his familv

of wife and five children, in September, 1888. He
came through with a four-horse team, and made an

unusually ipiick trip. He purchase I of Augustin

Canheld the south part <>f lot twenty-three, and took

up his nbode in the old log house of Mr. I'auflcld.

which his purchase embraced: this was replaced five

years afterward by a substantial frame hoii-e. the first

in the township. His wife died in 1824. and he sub-

sequently married a Mrs. Redding. His own death

took place in August, 18<;:>, at the advanced age of

eighty. Mr. Sherman established the first store in

the township, and was the first postmaster. His

surviving children are. N. <i. Sherman, living at

Xorwalk: Mrs. Colonel Gideon Wungh, in Kansas:

Oeorge B. and John O., in this township. The eldest

son. Ix;wis, was accidentally killed in the spring of

18.'12. While at work by the side of a burning log-heap

in his clearing, he was struck on the head by a Tail-

ing tree—burned at the root—crushing his skull.

He fell into t lie fire and. when found, he was burned

almost beyond recognition. He was twenty-four

years of age at the time of his death, and left a

young wife to mourn his untimely loss.

Philo Sherman came in at the -ami- time, and set-

tled south of his brother Justin. He was an active

member of the Methodi-t Episcopal church, and was

its first class-leader in Wakeman.

Leveritt Hill came in about this time. He was

then unmarried, but afterward married Miss Esther

Strong, a sister of Cyrus Strong, and settled in the

western part of the township. His rather. Isaac Hill,

and his family moved in a few years after, and -cttlcd

in the same neighborhood. The Hills were from

Rootstown, Portage county.

In Mav. 1883, Merrill Hvde and familv arrived and

located on the section line west of the center. Mr.

Hyde was postmaster for a number of years, and a

worthy citizen. His widow still resides in Wake-

man. A son, Monroe Hyde, was killed September

28, 18:14, by being thrown over a horse's head, and

breaking his neck. The accident occurred in Flor-

ence, on the farm now owned by the widow of Simon

Spragne.

In the summer of 1823. Amos Clark, a brother of

the doctor, came in from Medina county. His land

which he received from his father, was embraced in

the same lot as that of his brother. May, 1826, he

married Ruth Ann Manville, who came in with her

brother Chester, as previously stated, anil began

housekeeping on the farm on which he h;is ever since

|

resided. Mr. Clark is now aged >eventy-seven. His

\

wife died April 2,

Russell Raines and family arrived in the spring of

1824. and took up his location on lot number twenty-

six in the fourth section. He finully moved to Ver-

million where he died of cancer in 1851.

William Rcers settled a short distance west of Can-

field's Corners, but subsequently moved to the south

part of the township.

In the summer of 182b" Sheldon Barnes and his

family, consisting of his wife and one child, came in.

At Buffalo they took a vessel for Huron or Sandusky,

hut were driven by a storm into the mouth of Black

River, and from there they came to Wakeman. the

mother and child on horseback and the father on foot.

After a stay of a few months with his brother-in-law,

Johnson Wheeler, in Townsend, Mr. Barnes settled

in Wakeman. near the west line of the township. He
was a carpenter by trade ami frequently changed his

location as the prosecution of his work required, and

a part of the time lived in other townships. One
day. soon after their settlement. Mrs. Barnes was out

in the woods, not far distant from the house, with

her child in her arms, and met a bear in her path.

They parted on good terms, though without an em-

brace.

Mr. Barnes died in this township in i860, aged

sixty-seven. Two children are now living in Wake-

man—Oeorge A., where Peter Sherman formerly

lived, and Mrs. A. P. Phillips, on the old homestead.

Rllfus J. Buiioe and family arrived in Wakeman in

September, 18"27. and. during the erection of his

house near t he center, took up hi- abode in a log

house near the mills east of the Vermillion river.

There were no settlers on that side of the river at

that tune. During lheir«*eeupaney of the house near

the mills the Vermillion was swollen by rains to an

unusual heighth. and Mr. Bunce was in the habit of

ferrving people across, m occasion required, using for

this purpose an Indian canoe. On one occasion he

came very near losing bis life. He was crossing for

Burton Preach when his oar broke in the middle of

the stream. The current was rapid ami he was

quickly swept over the dam below, in going over

which he was thrown out of the boat. For a moment
his rescue seemed impossible, but he succeeded in

getting away from the angry water under the dam
ami was carried by the current nearly to the bridge,

when, with the timely assistance of Mr. French, he
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succeeded in reaching the hank. Mr. Bunce's perma-

nent location was on the hill, a abort distance east

of the center. The place i.« now owned by Mr. Lucius

Hall. The house, although not in n very advanced

stage of completion, was considered ready for occu-

pancy by January. The household goods, with the

mother and children, were loaded on a flat-hoat,

which the father and some of the neighbors, with a

rope, pulled up the river to the mouth of Brandy

creek, where a lauding was made.

Mr. Bancs died in Wakeman on his original loca-

tion in January, 1873, aged sixty-two. His widow
is yet living and is 'seventy-eight. Two daughters

—

Mrs. Lucius Hall and Mrs. David Pierce—reside in

Wakcman. The late Edward J. Bunce, a son, was a

man of more than ordiuary intelligence and held the

offices of justice of the peace and postmaster for a

uumlter of years,

In the year 1821, Isaac Todd, then a young man
eighteen years (if age, came into the township, and

the" year following bought the farm where he now
lives, on lot eighty-seven in section one. There was

tio improvement east of him at that time. In 18IU),

he married Fanny Booth, sister of Mrs. Bunce. He
felt unequal to the exjK'nditnre necessary to obtain a

marriage license, in the absence of which, the law

required the publication of the banns from the pulpit.

He accordingly requested his pastor, Rev. Mr. Betts,

to make the announcement, adding that he didn't

think he should be present on the occasion. "Don't

let that keep you away from church,'* said Mr. Betts,

"I caii make the announcement at the beginning of

the sen ice and you can come in a little late; but

come to church as usual." He followed his jmstor's

good advice, and when Sunday came, went to church,

entering the house at a stage of the service when he

was sure the notice had been made. But instead of

his pastor, a stranger was in the pulpit, and to the

young man's surprise and mortification the announce-

ment was made immediately after he took his seat,

after the preliminary services instead of before, as was

intended. This was enough; but when the preacher

announced for the text, "Remember Lot's wife,"

which, in his embarassment, Mr. Todd thought had

s|H-eial reference to him, he wa* crushed, and retains

only an indistinct recollection of the rest of the ser-

vice. He thinks Mr. Betts made a blunder in ex-

changing pulpits without informing the officiating

minister of the previous arrangement,

Mr. Todd seems to have had a hard struggle of it

in the Wakeman forest. Prosperity came slowly. For

sometime after his marriage he was destitute of a pair

of boot* or shoes, and in attending church, bis wife

would wear her every (lay rimes, carrying her Sun-

day's best, until near the church, when she would

take them oil for her husband to wear, and put on her

Itest ones. Afterwards, when he became able to own

a yoke of oxen, they rode to church on a sled, the

year round.

Kneelund Todd, a twin-brother of Isaac, came in
;

soon after. He subsequently married a sister of

Isaac's wife, and settled in the same vicinity. It was

said that the brothers so closely resembled each other

that even their wives were often puzzled to dis-

tinguish one from the other. This part of the town-

ship took the name of the "Todd Settlement." and
is still so-called.

Martin Bell ami family, his father, Elias Bell and

family, and Simeon Brown and family, were early

residents in this portion of the township.

As previously mentioned, Peter Sherman first vis-

ited Wakeman in the spring of 1822. In the year

1828, he moved out with his family, wife and one

child, and settled on the place now occupied by his

son-in-law, George A. Barnes. His frame house was
one of the earliest built in the township east of the

Vermillion. He died at the residence of his son-in-

law, Mr. Barnes, February 'i'i, 1ST8. at the age of

eighty-three years.

Cyrus Strong was also one of the early settlers in

this part of the township. His location was the next

east of Rnfus Bunce. He still occupies his original

location.

.lames Wilson was one of the earliest settlers in the

vicinity of the grist mill, which he run in an early-

day. His house stood on the west bank of the river.

A short distance north of Wilson, at the end of the

road leading from Dr. Clark's, was Nathan Downs.

Woodward Tood moved in, in \H2'i. and a year or

two after moved to the center of Towusend. and took

charge of the store of William Townsend. He re-

mained only about a year, when he returned to Wake-
man and resided on the place now occupied by William

Wilbur. Mr. Todd is now living a short distance

south of Norwalk.

North of Mr. Todd's, a short distance, Lucius

Tomlinsou and family settled at an earlv date.

South of the center, on the road to Clarksfield, the

earliest settlers were Lewis Beers and Marcellus Booth:

and southwest of the center, about a mile, the first

settler was (iersham Shelton.

On the west township line, on the center road, a

Mr. Parsons settled at an early date. He subse-

quently committed suicide.

Bcla Coe was an curly settler, his location being in

the third section, a short distance south of Amos
( larks.

Also, comparatively early in differenl (Kirtions of

the township: John Brooks, Jabei Hanford, Hiram
Rumsey. Henry T. Peck, Isaac Haskins, Dr. Curtis

and Captain Bell.

Reuben I lull emigrated from Connecticut to the

Western Reserve in the fall of 1805. settling in Can-

lield. Mahoning county, lie remained there a year,

and then removed to Rootstown. Portage county,

where he lived eleven years. There he married.

March ?, 1810, Betsey Coe, daughter of Israel Coe,

formerly of ('rauvillc, Massachusetts. In 18HI he

moved to Brimtield. in the same county, whence, af-

ter a residence of nineteen years, he came with his
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family to this township, fixiug his location on lot

twenty-nine in the fourth section. He died on this

place November 10, 1861. Mr. Hull was a man of

intelligence, earnest religious zeal and a useful mem-
ber of society. Mrs. Hall died June 13, 18B8. Of

the nine children bom to them, only two are now

living.—Alv.in C, on the old homestead, and Lucius

S. near the center.

The Irish began to settle in the township about

the time of the building of the railroad—in 1852.

One of the first was Thomas Conry. He was a native

of Galway, Ireland, and emigrated to the United

States in 184?. He formerly lived in Camden, Lo-

rain county, and moved thence to Wakeman, settling

in the east part of the township, where he con-

tinued to reside until his death, March ">. 187K.

There are now about fifty Irish families in the town-

ship, and they are. as a general thing, a respectable

and industrious class of citizens.

In the returns of the enumeration of the white

male inhabitants over the age of twenty-one years in

Huron county in 1*20, as made by George Sheffield*

county assessor, the following persons are given as

such inhabitants cf Wakeman :

Samuel Bristol

AinUl P Pierce.

August in Canlii-ld

Woodward Todd,

JiiKtln Sherman,

Harm >u M. Clark.

Aaron Parwitw.

Samuel B. Barnes.

Uarry B Hyde.

Axnhol Buck
Ellsha ShelilcQ-

Era»tu» French.

Phllo Sherman.
Khel.lm Smith.

Ictafeod t. Norton
Cheater Mauvil.

Jamrs Wil*m
William Barnm
AntOa Clark.

Banllla S. Hvndrtck«. Silas French
I hmo Hill. Bel* Coe.

Merritt Hyde. Levrla Patterson.

Junius J

Mnrcellua Booth
Cyrus Minor.

Harry Smith

EARLY EVENTS

TIIF. FIRST WKDIUNt.

in Wakeman was that of Marshall Johnson and

Marin. la Bradley. They were married in October,

182<>, at the house of Abrani BrOlison, Dr. Clark,

justice of the peace, performing the nuptial cere-

mony. Mr. Johnson came in as a hired man with

Captain Pierce, and Miss Bradley was a relative of

the Bronson family. They settled a short distance

southwest of the center, and raised a family of thir-

teen children.

The next couple married was Nathaniel Hine. of

Berlin, and Ruth Sherman. They were married in

the winter of 1821 at the house of Samuel Bristol,

also by Ksipiire Clark. Mr. Hine was subsequently

drowned while crossing the Vermillion, a short dis-

tance above Terryville, in Florence. Mrs. Hine

afterwards removed to Brownhelm, where she died.

THE FIRST CHILD BORX

of civilized parents, in the township, was Burton M.

Cunlhdd. This event occurred April 18. 1818. Mr.

Canfield married Louisa Cunningham, and now lives

in the village of Wakeman.
The first girl baby was Mary Smith, daughter of

Sheldon ami Phedima Smith, burn in April. 1x21.

The birth of Laura French, daughter of Erastus

and Ruth French, was the second female birth. She

was born May IT, 1821, and died December 9, 1849,

unmarried.

Sarah Ann Johnson, daughter of the first couple

married, was born the same year. She is now living

in Wakeman.

THE FIRST DEATH

was that of Mrs. Hendricks, mother of Mrs. Abram
Bronson, which occurred in the year 1820. The death

of Mr. Bronson occurred a short time after that of

Mrs. Hendricks.

The first burying-ground was on the southwest

corner of the cross-roads, across from where Mr.

Mordoff now lives. Some of the bodies were after-

wards taken up and removed to other places, and the

former location was abandoned as a place of burial.

The first interment in the cemetery at the center

was that of Mrs. Justus Minor before referred to.

THE FIRST FRAME ERECTION

was the barn of Justin Sherman built in 1823. The
first completed frame house was also erected by Mr.

Sherman in 1821. It is the house now occupied hy

John G. Sherman. Sheldon Barnes commenced the

erection of a frame house previous to thai of Mr.

Sherman'.-, but b;forc it was finished, it was taken

down, and removed to another location,

THE FIRST FT H LH-' HOf.SE

was kept by Marcus French, half a mile west of the

center, on the section line. The place is now occu-

pied by Mr. Rice.

The first regular train of cars ran through the town-

ship November 24, 1*52.

The first and only known murder committed in the

township occurred in May. 1843. The victim was the

wife of Alexander Lawtha. She was strangled to

death by the hands of her husband, assisted by John
Simpson, a neighbor. The body of the woman was

thrown into a well, and when found, the print of the

lingers on her neck could be plainly seen. The mur-
derers were convicted of the crime, and Utwtha was

sentenced to the penitentiary for life, but before his

removal from the county jail, he cut his throat with

a razor, but before death made a confession of his

crime. Simpson was sentenced to the penitentiary

for ten years, and served out his term.

TOW X S H 1 1- ORGANIZATION.

Wakeman was attached to Florence for township

purposes until February, 1*24. at which time, on

petition of the inhabitants, it was set off by the

county commissioners, ami organized indejtondeiitly.

The election was held at the log school house near

Mr. Canfield's. in April following. Woodward Todd
was elected clerk: Samuel Bristol, Justin Sherman
and Silas French, trustees; Amial I'. Pierce, treasurer;

Jnstill Sherman and Si la- French, overseer* of the
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poor: August in Canfield and Isaac Hill, fem e view-

ers: Augustin Canfield. appraiser: Cyrus Minor, lister:

Amos Clark and Man ns French. supervisors; Erasing

French, constable; Dr. H. M. Clark, justice of the

peace. During his term of three years he issued

neither a warrant, nor a summons which attests the

law-abiding character of the inhabitants. Dr. Clark

was followed in office hy Captain Pierce.

Township officers elected in April, 18T!<, are as

follows: W. .1. Rcdfield, clerk: George Humphrey.
James A. dimming- and Elon Parker, trustees: H.

J. Shannon, treasurer: Eugene Gibson, assessor; S. T.

Gibson and B. L. Dereamer, justices of the jichcc:

Samuel White and Thomas Cunry, constables.

MILLS.

The first settlers went to Esqnire Merry's mill in

Milan township to get their grinding done, a distance

of fourteen miles as the road originally ran. Subse-

quently, ami until the erection of a grist mill by Bur-

ton Canfield in 1854, they obtained their grist at Wtig-

gles' mill in Florence, and at Husted's mill in

ClarkshYld. In 1823, Burton Canfield built a saw

mill on the Vermillion, where the grist mill now
stands east of Wakeman village. The next year

he added a frame grist mill with one run of

stone. The mill stones were made out of the ordi-

nary -hard head stone by Elder Phillips, a pioneer

Baptist preacher of Berlin. He took the job for

thirty-five dollars, and realized less than a shilling a

day, the stone proving harder than he had estimated.

A saw mill was built on the \m Chapelle in 1823

by dustin Sherman. This ami the Canfield mill were

erected at the same time, but the Sherman mill sawed

the first log. On the same stream there were for-

merly three other law mills, one built by E-uuite

Pierce about the year ls>33, one by C. C. Canfield in

1840, and one by B. M. Canfield in 1848. That of

('. C. Canfield was in operation for thirty vears, and

did an extensive business. The only saw mill now in

operation in this portion of the township is the steam

mill of Darwin Canfield, located on lot twenty-one.

Cyrus Minor built a saw mill at an early day on Bran*

dy creek, the only mill ever erected on that stream.

THE W AKEMAS CHEESE FACTORY,

a stock concern, was incorporated in the spring of

18f.r with a capital invested of about *7.000. The
factory has been operated under a lease by the Messrs.

Vanlleet Bros, for the last three years, who have done

an extensive business in the manufacture of butter

and cheese.

Henry Peek also has a cheese factory in the south-

west quarter of the township, but it is not in opera-

tion. It has done an extensive business.

EARLY KO.VDs.

The first road was that along the west town line,

called the -'Heed road," a man of that name having

opened it. The first road within the township was

i that along the line of the first settlements, called the

New London road. It is a mile east of the west line

road, and runs a generally north and south direction.

It was opened by the settlers, being at first merely

nnderbruslied and originally ran a more crooked course

than it now does, in order to avoid swales and steep

hills. The east ami west center road was opened

west of the center in 1825 or 1820, and east of the cen-

ter a few years after.

EDUCATIONAL.

The first school was opened by Mrs. Dr. Clark in

her own house, in the summer of 1818. Her scholars

were Calvert C, Royal R. and Sarah At.n Canfield:

Lemuel B.. Bennett and Minott Pierce. Mrs. Clark

taught, for fine dollar per week, and boarded herself.

Her wages were paid, not in money, but in the pro-

ducts of the soil, the usual legal tender in those early

times. The school was also kept by Mrs. Clark in

the log house of Mr. Canfield. The scholars would

each curry an ear of corn to school which the teacher

would boil for them, this constituting the only dinner

they had. School was kept in Wakeman only a few

weeks in the year, and the children, or at least the

boys, the eldest of whom was not more than ten years

of age, attended ft school in Florence, travel sing an

unbroken forest for a distance of three miles. In the

year 1820 the first school house was built, of logs of

course, on the farm of Augustin Canfield. about forty

rods north of where John U. Sherman now resides.

Levi Bod well, of Clarksfield, taught the first school

in this house and was the first male teacher in the

place. Levi Piatt, now living in the township of

Greenfield, in the eighty-fourth year of his age. was

the next. He was followed by Dr. Clark.

The log school house served the double purpose of

a place of teaching and a house of worship for about

nine years, when it was replaced by a comfortable

frame school house, twentv-two by twentv-six feet

in size, with a genuine shingle roof. The meeting

to consider the question of its erection was held at

the old school house. January fjf
1820. Bela Coe

was chosen moderator of the meeting, and Augustin

Canfield. clerk. It Wiu decided to build the house

by a tax, the cost of which was to be one hundred

ami seventy dollars. Among other things it was re-

solved that " we will have a chimney in said house."

that "a writing desk shall be attached to the side of

! the house." etc. It was also stipulated that the house

should be open on the Sabbath to the Congregational

and Methodist churches, each to occupy it one-half of

the time, "but if it so happens that one denomina-

tion does ir»t want to occupy their half of the time*

and the other docs more, it shall lie their privilege to

do mi." The house had a kind of dedication by a

union service of the two churches on Christmas Eve,

lv.".». the Rev. Xenophon Betts and True Puttee offi-

ciating on the occasion. Tin house « as I rimmed « ith

evergreens and illuminated. The fir>t teacher in the

j

new scl 1 house was J. M. Root, afterwards a mem-
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ber of Congress and a lawyer of ability and distinc-

tion, recently deceased.

The first election of a school hoard, of which there

is a record, occurred October 31, 1828,when Augustin

Cantield was elected clerk : Justin Sherman, Philo

Sherman and Samuel Bristol, directors.

Until 184. the township constituted one school

district. The location of the first school house being

determined by the center of the population, it was

built in the third section, as previously stated. In

the spring of the above year a second school district

was erected, embracing nearly three-fourths of the

township, and a log school house built at the center

of town. A few vears after a frame school house was

built there.

In regard to the character of her schools and school

houses, Wakcman occupies a front rank among the

townships of the county. There are at present eight

school houses, all of which are brick, with but one

exception.

The school in the village is at present under the

efficient management of A. J. Cobben.

RELIGIOUS.

The first religions meeting in Wakenian was held

at the house of Augustin Cantield, Sunday evening,

January 1", 1819. Rev, Lot B. Sullivan, a mission-

ary, was the preacher. Mr. and Mis. Cantield, Dr.

Cla k and wife led the singing. They were the

pioneer choir of Wakcman for many years.

The first church organization was formed at the

house of Mr. Pierce. October 18>2, by Rev. A. H.

Hetts and Rev. Joseph Treat. The society was of the

Consrregatioiial order, and consisted of the following

members: Barzilla S. Hendricks and wife, .Justus

Minor. Mrs. Electa Pierce, Dr. H. M. Clark. Ruth

French, Sally Sherman and Mary Barnum. The
society was called the First Congregational church of

Wakeinan. Rev. Xenophon Hetts was the first

pastor of the church, and was installed April 9, 1N29,

at the house of Mr. Pierce. Mr. Hetts continued

pastor until December 25, 183n\ when he was dis-

missed at his own re»|uest. He was a man of good

attainment.-, and was a faithful and efficient pastor.

During his pastorate there were forty-five additions

to the mem)>ership. The subsequent history of the

church will be found in connection with that of the

Second Congregational church.

SKCOXD COXIiKKUATIOS.YL « H f It* II.

The following sketch is mainly compiled from the

interesting memorial addles- of Mr. Alvan C. Hall

at the farewell services held at the old chueh building

December 31, lsi*.

The organization of the church is the result of a

division in the First Congregational Church which

grew out of a difference of Mews and sentiments re-

specting certain ideas and principle- upon which

Oberlin had been founded in February, 1*34. In tiie

fall of 1h:j."> Mr. Finney's large tent (or "tabernacle"

as it was called) which was used for bidding pro-

!
tractcd meetings, was set up at the four comers in

the west part of the township on the farm then owned
by Hela Coe, now owned by Mr. dimming-. Presi-

dent Mahan, of Oberlin, on invitation of the church,

with several theological students who had recently

left I^ane Seminary because of the repressive measures

adopted by that institution concerning the discussion

of the question of salary by its students, came and

held a meeting of several days duration in the tent.

The meeting resulted in a number of conversions.

The year following, the pastor, Rev. Xenophen Hetts

who belonged to the Presbytery (as most of the con-

gregational ministers then did) severed his connection

with the church to take charge of the Presbyterian

Church in Lyme in this county, and the theological

students before mentioned came out from Oberlin and

preached during the interim. Prominent among
those students was John Watson Alvord, afterwards

connected with the Frecdmen's Bureau. So much
was he esteemed that children were named after him
by their parents, and Wakenian has had a Watson

Hill and an Alvord Hill. At length another pastor

was obtained who remained a year or two, when re-

course was again had to the Oberlin students. In the

meantime the breach between the old school part of

the church and that which sympathized with the

doctrines and principles of Oberlin was constantly

grow ing wider.

"In those days it was customary," says Mr. Hall,

"to have a sermon both forenoon and afternoon, ami

frequently one in the evening, or at live o'clock. The
people usually carried a lunch in their baskets or

pockets, to eat at the recess at noon: and during this

recess, and while eating their lunch, a group would

frequently be gathered together discussing the sub-

ject and doctrine- of the forenoon sermon. We re-

call to mind a sermon preached at the old school

house which stood a little north of .John Sherman's,

in which sermon Cod was represented as nut only

willing, but infinitely desirous of -aving all mankind.

Thi- sermon was the subject of considerable comment
at tin- noon recess. We remember distinctly a ques-

tion asked by otic of our old school brethren in appar-

ent honesty and sincerity, namely: 'Would it not lie

j

derogatory to the character of GoJ, to hold that he

was not only willing, but infinitely desirous of saving

all mankind; and then fail to do it!''"

Thus the church continued, hiring a minister for a

year or two, and at the end of the term getting

students from Oberlin to supply the interval, until

the fall of 1n43. or spring of 1844. when Rev. William

Rus.-ell, from Connecticut, was employed, and it was

hoped that he would be able so to compromise the

matter of difference as to bring about more union of

feeling and consequent prosperity to the church.

This he endeavored to do, but failed. The subject

<>f building a meeting house begun to be discussed,

which proved a cau-e for increased contention. If

Oberlin ministers were to be shut out from the pulpit,
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as one part desired, there would ho no disposition

with the other, and more ahle part, to assist in the

building. In order to awaken a greater interest in

the proposed erection, the pastor. Rev. Mr. Russell,

preached a sermon bearing upon the subject, in

which In- intimated that if the church could not be

sufficiently united to build a meeting house, it had

better divide. The question was discussed by the

church, and terminated in the adoption of a rcsolu-

tion to give letters of dismission to those who should

wisli to withdraw for the purpose of forming a new

church. A request for letters was circulated among
the menders and received the following signatures,

to-wit: Augustine Canlield, Reuben Hall, Amos
Clark, tannic! B. Pierce, C. ('. Canlield. Leverett

Hill, Alvan C. Hall, Kneeland Todd, Rttfus J. Bunco,

Isaac Todd, Mary Dunce, Eunice Pierce. Esther Hill,

Betsey Hall, Electa Pierce, Mary E. Canlield, Caro-

line C. Burr, Minerva Pierce, Susan L. Pierce, Ruth

A. Clark, Sophia Wheeler ami Jnliatte Travis. The
above-named rec ived a letter of dismission in a body,

dated August 3n, 1844. Next day a meeting was held

at the center school house (the building now occupied

by Mr. Reed as a dwelling) for the purpose of form-

ing a new church. Rev. Henry ( owles. of Oberlin.

officiated at the organization, which consisted of the

seceding members above named {with the exception

of Kneeland Todd, Jnliatte Travis and Susan L.

Pierce) and Cordelia B. Hall, who brought a letter

from the church in Edinburg, Ohio. November 24th

following, Mr. Todd and Mrs. Travis united, together

with Amos Pierce and Minott Pierce, who were the

first to unite on profession. Mrs. Susan L. Pierce,

one of the number who withdrew from the first

church, did not unite until March 1<I, 1S4.">. Of the

o.iginal twenty members the following are still

living; <_'. C. Canlield, Isaac Todd. Amos ( lark,

Alvan ('. Hall. Mary Bni.ee. Mary E. Canlield,

Catharine C. Burr and Esther Hill, Seven of these

eight reside reside in Wakeman. Jeremiah Butler,

an Oberlin student, was employed by the church as

the lirst pastor, and remained a \ ear. Their meet-

ings were held, with the Methodists, in the -chool

houses at the center and in the north part of town,

one Sunday in one. and the next in the other.

The society was soon after incorporated, and in

184."» a house of worship was erected near the center,

the lot for which was donated by Justin Sherman.

The building was dedicated October 2, 1845, the

sermon on the occasion being preached by Rev. Henry
Cowles. Rev. Win. A. Western-It was ordained the

same day in the church, and officiated as pastor for

one year. The ouiiding was sul»e.|Uently c onsider-

ably enlarged, mainly by the efforts of Mr. C. C.

Cantield.

The following are the minister- who have officiated

as pastors of the church for one \ear or more, witli

the term of service of each, as near as can lie ascer-

tained. \ iz. :

Jeremiah Butler. Win. A. Westervell and Win. F.

Clarke, one year each ; Minor W. Fairfield, nearly

three years : James M. Van Wagner—first installed

pastor—about six years : Prof. Henry E. Peck, near-

ly three years ; Henry S. Bennett, about four years ;

Joseph L. Edwards, nearly three years ; Levi Luring,

one year: S. Lee Hillyer, one year; Edward B.

Payne, between two and three years. Mr. Payne was

!
succeeded by the present pastor, Rev. C. C. Creegan,

|

who began his labors July 1. 1875, and was regularly

• installed September .*>. 1877. Mention should be

made of Professor James A. Thome, who preached

for the church nearly a year as a temporary supply.

For two or three years subsequent to the organiza-

tion of the church no deacon was chosen. The num-

ber has increased from one to five, the present num-
ber. Those who haw served as .such, arc ta'vcrett

Hill. .lames Wilson. Justin Hill. James A. Burhain,

Isaac Todd. George Barnes, Win. II. Pierce and Wil-

liam Burlier. The lirst three are deceased.

The first member of the church that died was Mrs.

Electa Pierce. January 10. lN4.
r
>. She was one of

the original twenty, and ''was truly a mother to the

church." The church has steadily grown from that

small beginning in 1844, every year having witnessed

accessions, until, at the date of this writing—March,

1879,—the membership has reached three hundred

and twenty-three.

Mention should be made of the faithful service of

Mr. L. S. Hall, tin- efficient leader of the choir, who
ha> officiated as chorister for over thirty years, and

1 without any pecuniary consideration whatever. His

labors have been of great value to the society.

The Sabbath school was in existence during the

organization of the first church, of which James
Wilson and taverett Hill were superintendents. It

;
is now one of the largest and most prosperous iu the

county, the number of pupils enrolled being over

three hundred. Mr. S. II. Todd, who possesses more

than a local reputation us an efticienl Sabbath school

worker, is the present superintendent.

THE NEW 111 II.KIXH.

The subject of the erection of a more commodious
house of worship than the one so long used by the

society, was first discussed in 18*5, The comer stone

was laid, with impressive ceremonies, September .">,

1*77. Rev. Dr. Wolcott. of Cleveland, conducting the

services. It was completed in December, 1878, and
dedicated on the first day of January, 1879, President

J. II. Fairchild, uf Oberlin, preaching the dedication

sermon. There were fourteen hundred people iu at-

tendance, representing forty-three different townships

in the surrounding country. The church is a hand-

some and imposing brick edifice, evincing in its de-

sign and appearance, good practical judgment and
excellent taste on the part of those to whose energy

and liberality its erection is due. The audience room
is forty by sixtv-six feet, with two wings, eighteen by

thirty feet each, the room* bring neatly fitted tip for

prayer and social meetings, ami galleries above. The
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interior is finished in chestnut, in the natural wood,

ami presents a rich and beautiful ap|iearanee. The
cn-t of tin' building was sixteen thousand dollar-, the

whole of which is provided for.

MF.TIlolUST EPISCOPAL CHl'RCH.

The first class was formed in Deccmlier, ls.'s, l»y

Hev. True Pattee, a circuit preacher. The following

were the constituent members: Philo Slierman, Betsey

Sherman, Lucius Tonilinson, Charlotte Tonilinson,

Phedima Smith and Anna French. The first named

WW appointed leader of the class. The church held

their meetings alternately with the Cougregationalists

at he i wo -. ip ml houses nut •

I the erection of ,i . !iun h

building by the Cougregationalists, when being offered

the use of the house on Sabbath afternoons, they

held their meetings there. An unusual harmony and

christian spirit always characterized the relations of

the two churches. The class was eventually <lis-

I landed.

The present Methodist Episcopal Church at Wake-

man village was organized in the town hall, by Rev.

A. .1. Lvr. June l'j. 1*71, ami consisted of the fol-

lowing members: .1. M. Whiton, Sarah M. Whiton,

William Dcnmau, Samuel Webb, .lane Webb, M. E.

Wattles. E. M. Bell. E. F. S.piire, A. P. Phillips,

Rebecca Phillips, Hiram Muni, J. M. Cahoryi, S< yn-

thiu E. Cahoon, Mary M. Harris. George -Randall,

Harriet M. Randall. Edward Deuman and Jane Den-

man. Mr. Whiton was chosen leader. Wakeman
was at this time embraced in the East Townsend cir-

cuit, but a year and a half afterwards was set off as

Wakeman charge, with Birmingham annexed. The
following have officiated as pastors of the church:

Revs. (i. I.. Ilannawalt, D. R. Moore. E. Hayes, J. A.

Kaull, C. T>. Patterson, (i. E. Scott and Hiram Royce,

whose term of service has not expired.

The erection of a church building was first dis-

closed by a few men, not members of any church, one

evening in the spring of 1S?*J, at the store of Mr.

John Harris. Johnson Brazington proposed it, and

would give fifty dollars. It was favored by others.

A member of the Congregational Church, formerly

a Methodist, solicited subscriptions, ami the erection

of a building was soon after begun. It was completed

in September, 1873, and dedicated on the i:hl of that

month, Rev. Mr. (iodtnan, of Berea. preaching the

dedication sermon. When the house was completed,

there was an indebtedness of one thousand and four

hundred dollars which was assumed by the building

committee. On the day of the dedication one thou-

sand and six hundred dollars was raided, and the

church is now out of debt. The eo-t of the church

including the lot and bell, was four thousand six

hundred dollars. The membership is now fifty-six,

with O. H. Mains, leader. A Sabbuth school was or-

ganized in January, 18T4, by J. M. Whiton who has

lK?en the superintendent up to the present time. The
number of scholars enrolled at this writing, is one

hundred and eighteen.

U

I'ltoTESTAXT EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

This church was organized by Rev. Anson Clark.

t August 14. 1837, with the following list of members:

Joel Wheeler, Elvira Wheeler. Charlotte Tomlinsnn,

Lucius Tomlinson. Jabez Hanford, Abbie Hanford,

Cyrenus Beecher. Betsey Beecher, Samuel Bristol,

Eunice Bristol, Ezra Spragiie. Harriet Sprague,

Justin Sherman. Betsey Sherman. Lester T. Farrand,

Ann E. Farrand. Joab Squire, Harriet Srpiire. Peter

Sherman. Samant ha Sherman, Louis Markham, Eliza

M. Redding, James 0. Judson, Laura Wheeler. Phebe

Burgess. Starr Iloyt, Ezekiel W. Arnold. Mary Arnold.

Sala Todd. Anrilla Masters. Martin Bell. Polly Bell,

George Todd and Harmon M. Clark. Joel Wheeler

ami Jabez Hanford were elected wardens: Cyrenus

Beecher. Peter Sherman and Starr Iloyt, vestrymen.

Justin Sherman was chosen secretary of the church

at a meeting held at his home. April lu, 1838. The
church was incorporated as "St. John's Church, of

Wakeman." by act of the legislature, session of

i 183si-3'.i. The church building, near the center, was

erected in ls4<\ the lot for which was donated by

Justin Slierman. Rev. Anson Clark was the first

rector of the church, and since then the following

clergymen have successively filled the pastoral office,

viz: Thos. Barrow. J. Rice Taylor. Abram Bronson,

E. D. Irvine, ( bus. F. Lewis and G.W. Williams. Most

i of these lived elsewhere, and officiated here on alter-

nate Sabbaths. Much of the time the church was

without stated preaching, and the regularity of the

services depended upon the established forms of the

church as conducted by lay readers. Cyrenus Beecher,

John Kiloh. J. E. Hanford and others had been com-

missioned by the bishop, and officiated in that capac-

i

ity. The church has been in a low condition of pros-

perity for some time, no regular services having been

held for the last two or three years, and many of the

i younger members of the church have joined the Con-

gregational church.

st. mart's (catholic) CHURCH.

This church was organized by the Irish inhabitants

of the township, in the fall of lsiis. Rev. Father

Hally, of Norwalk, officiating at the organization.

The erection of a church building was soon after

commenced, which was completed the following

spring. The church consists of about forty-five fam-

ilies, about the same number as when organized. The
society is now under the care of Father Quinn.

lost 0PP1CK

In the year 1N",".< the inhabitants of Wakeman at-

tained to the felicity of a weekly mail. Isiuic Todd
and Cyrus Minor drew up. or caused to be drawn up.

a petition for the extension of the mail route from

Oraftoii, Lirain county, to Norwalk. and carried it

to Grafton to obtain the signatures of the -ettlers

|

along the proposed route. After the mail was estab-

lished, the -ettlers along the line turned out and

under-brushed a road from Wakeman to Grafton.
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The first mail-currier was one Colo, who carried the

mail 011C6 a week, making hi* journeys on foot The

first trip he nude through Wakeman he stopped at

Isaac Todd's, whose house was ttio first on his mute

west of La Oniuge. N<> mail-bag being visible. Mr.

Todd inquired abuut it. "Oh. I've got it," replied

the carrier, and he reached in his pocket and drew

forth a large-sized jioctet-fml; on which was a pad-

lock about the size of a siher half dollar. Mr. Todd,

naturally taken back at the apparently 11 aimportance

of the enterprise he hint labored hard to establish,

said :
" You don't mean to say you carry the mail in

that " Yes," rejoined Cole. " and it's large enough;

there's nothing in it.'" The route was established,

and the mail-carrier had to make the trip, although

there was not an item of mail to cany. It was not

long, however, before a more capacious mail bag was

substituted for the pocket-book.

A man by the name of Waldron afterwards carried

the mail. He frequently stopped at Joseph French's,

and on one occasion brought the family a piece of ven-

ison. On being asked where he got it he replied that

he ''shot the deer with the mail bag." He came

upon the animal while browsing in the top of a fallen

tree, struck it in the head with the Img, which so

frightened the deer that he caught it and cut its

throat with his knife.

The first post office was established January 1, 18:j:5,

with Justin Sherman, postmaster, w ho kept the office

in his house. He served for seven years and three

months, when he was succeeded by Merritt Hyde, and

the office was moved to his dwelling, west of the cen-

ter. Mr. Hyde held the position until June 1845,

when Mr. Sherman was again appointed. He served

for three years, keeping the office at his store near the

center. Since Mr. Sherman's second term. Edward J.

Bunco, Letter T. Farrand, Hiram K. Hosford. Wil-

liam Pierce and II. J. Baldwin (the present incum-

bent) have successively officiated as postmasters.

PHYHICIAKS.

As already stated, Dr. Harmon M. Clark was the

first physician that practiced in the township. Ho

had been encaged in the practice of mediciuo before

he came to this country, and rat a surgeon or assist-

ant surgeon in the U. S. navy in the war of 181'-!.

When he emigrated west, he determined to abandon

the profession and devote himself to agricultural pur-

suits, but so creat was the need of doctors in that

early time, and none to be had except from distant

places, that Dr. Clark was, out of consideration of

humanity, impelled again to engage in the practice of

his profession. And when he once began, he was

the busiest man in the place, finding but little time

to attend to his farm, which did not s« much matter,

however, as his ability as a farinei was not of the

highest order.

Of those who have been engaged in medical prac-

tice in Wakeman, since Dr. Clark, the writer has the

names of Drs. Win. B. bit in. Burroughs. Moses

Trumbull, Jones, Bunco, C. A. Staudart and Rose.

I The length of time, or the order in which they prac-

ticed, wo are unable to state.

Dr. E. E. Beeman. one of the two physicians now

|

engaged in the practice of medicine in Wakeman.
graduated, first, in 1800, at a medical school in Cin-

cinnati, and subsequently, in 1875, at the Western

Reserve College (Medical department), Cleveland.

His first practice was in that citv, in emmection with

his father, and subsequently practiced in Wisconsin

and Illinois. From 18<>4 to 18TG he was located at

Birmingham. Erie county, whence, in September of

the latter year, he removed to Wakeman.
Dr. II E was graduated from the

Ohio Electic College, Cincinnati, in 1*48, having pre-

viously attended a course of lectures at a medical col-

lege in Cleveland. He began the practice of hi* pro-

fession in Putman county, continuing two years,

when ho removed to Clarkslicld, Huron county. He
practised in Clarksfiehl until his removal to 'Wake-

man in July. 1877, with the exception of four years,

during which he practiced in Crestline.

MERCANTILE.

The first store in Wakeman was kept by Justin

Sherman near the center, on lot forty-five. He erected

the building in 1839. and sold the first goods on the

third day of July, 1841. His goods wore purchased

in New York City, and transported byway of Hudson
river, Erie canal and Lake Erie to Huron, and thence

to Wakeman by team. In 1845, he sold the stuck to

Rufus J. Buiice and his sun, Edward, who carried on

the business about two years, when they sold out. and

thegoods were takon out of the township. Edward
I J. Bunco and Lucius S. Hall subsequently revived tin-

business, and continued near the center until the

completion of the Cleveland and Toledo Railroad, (as

it was then called) when they changed their location,

and opened their store where the millinery store now
is in the village of Wakeman. The same year,

Messrs. Pierce & Co. put up the Wakeman Exchange,

wooden block, which has since boon enlarged, and is

now known as the Bright block. In this building,

a hotel was ojieiiod by Mr. Preston, and a store by

Hosford and Andrews. The large brick block on the

southwest corner of Main and Pleasant streets, wa-

erected in the summer of 1871. by the linns of Harris.

Pierce ix Baldwin and Yauflect Bros. They were

previously located in the Bright building, ami their

change of location transferred the most of the busi-

ness of the village to the south side of Main street.

Mr. Harris, of the firm of Harris & Baldwin, has

Wen engaged in mercantile trade in Wakeman for a

period of nearly twenty years, and is the oldest mer-

chant in the place.

The village now contains about seven or eight

hundred inhabitants, with four churches. schools.

one printing office, three general stores, one drug and

• hardware store, two groceries, one boot ami shoe

i store, three millinery and fancy goods stores, two
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furniture stores ami undertaking shops, one bakery,

oik- harness shop, one tailor .shop, two shoo shops,

four dressmaking establishments, one ••lock anil watch

repairer, two hotels, four blacksmith shops, two cooper

shops, two barber shops, one livery, one wagon .shop,

two meat markets, two saw mills, one bending works

and planing mill, one grist mill, two pump factories,

and two physicians.

NEWSPAPERS.

In 1878, the first newspaper, called the Riverside

Echo, was published by Melvin Lewis. It was a

sin. ill. four-column folio, hut was subsequently en-

larged to a six-column. The paper was removed in

18..*i to North Amherst, Lorain county. September

18th, of the same year, the first number of the Wake-

man Pret* was issued by G. II. Mains, with one hun-

dred ami seventy-five subscribers at one dollar per

year. It was originally a five-column folio, with a

ready-printed outside: but December 18th, it was en-

larged to a six-column folio with a patent inside.

April. 187"',. it was commenced as a home paper,

printed entirely at home.

HARTLAND.

ORIIilXAL OWNERS. PHYSICAL FEAT I" RES.

For explanation of the following table the reader is

referred to the history of Wakeman township.
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The surface of the township is generally level,

though less so in the south and east parts than else-

where. The soil is a clay loam, modified by gravel

and sand along the streams and on the Hartland

ridge, which runs a u'etieral north and south direction

through the second section. There were formerly a

number of swamps or marshes in the township, the

largest of which were known as Canterbury Swamp.

Cranberry Marsh, (irajie Swamp and Rear Swamp.

The first was over two miles in length, varying in

width from fifty to one hundred and fifty roils, and lay

south east of the centre. Cranberry Marsh lay north

of the centre, and contained about one hundred acres.

These formerly unsightly places have lieen more or

less reclaimed, and the soil, which is a deep black

muck, is the best in the township.

The principal native varieties of timber were white

wood, white, black and burr oak, white and black

ash. black walnut, hickory, birch and maple.

The Vermillion river runs though the southeast

quarter of the township, and adds a pleasing element

to the landscape. Indian creek has its source in the

southwest part ami flows into the Vermillion near the

east town line. Brandy creek, which is said to have

derived its name from the peculiar color of the water,

rises near the centre of the township, flows through

the northeast part of the township and across the

northwest corner of Clarksfield, uniting with the

Vermillion a short distance west of the center of

Wakeman township.

NATIVE AXIMALs.

The animals of the forest, were the liear. deer,

wolf, wild cat, grey fox and other species of less im-

portance. Rears were not numerous and seldom seen.

They seem to have collected more generally in the

marshes of Ripley, where they were frequently killed.

Deer were very plenty and venison was often so
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m
abundant among the early settlers as to be almost a

drug. Mr. E. W. Waldron and Daniel Robbing,

while hunting ou one occasion, performed the unusual

feat of capturing two of them by running them down.

There were several inches of snow on the ground with

a crust, through which the sharp hoofs of the animals

penetrated, making it difficult for them to run.

Wolves were numerous, and their nocturnal howls

around the obscure cabins of the settlers, were as

familiar as the whip-poor-will's song. They were

also very troublesome, killing the settlers' sheep

under the walls of his cabin, and rendering inclosurea

necessary to insure their safety.

The forests, also, abounded in wild turkeys, and
Mr. Bobbins informs the writer that he has killed

four of them at a single shot from his rifle. They
were often taken, in the spring of the year, by imitat-

ing the note of the female and decoying the male

within range of the gun.

SETTLEMENT.

The earliest settlements were made in the second

section, on Hartland ridge. In the spring of 181 7,

William and Alva Munscll came in and began on lot

number thirty-three, in what was called the Hnlklcy

tract. They put up a cabin, chopped off a piece of

ground, and planted it to corn. They left the town-

ship in the fall of the same year, and the piece of land

which they occupied was afterwards known as the

"old brier patch."

Daniel Bills and .Tared Tolls arrived soon after the

Munsell-. Mr. Bills was originally from Connecti-

cut. He married Hannah Waldron. daughter of Jo-

seph WaMron, then of Ontario county. New York,

afterwards of this township. Hi* family did not ac-

company him here, but came on from New York with

Elijah Bills the following year. He located on lot

number sixteen, where Mr. Thomas now resides. A
few roan after he exchanged farms with Daniel Minor,

of Clarksticld, and moved to that township.

dared Tolls was an early settler in one of the town-

ships now embraced in Erie county. He settled on

lot number seventeen, on the place now occupied by

Mr. Delap. He died the next year ami was buried ou

his farm. After his death t lie family removed to

Macksville in Peru township. Mrs. Tolls was a sis-

ter of Daniel Mack. The first birth and the first

death in the township occurred in this family.

Allen and Sylvester Blackmail came to Hartland at

an early date from Florence. The former was the

first settler on the place now occupied by B. F.

McC'onnick. He sold the place to Joseph Waldron

in 1X21, and moved back to Florence. Sylvester

Blackman settled where Elijah Bill* afterwards re-

sided.

Elijah Bills cam • from the State of New York with

the family of Daniel Bills in the sprue.' of lsls. He

was then unmarried, but subsequently he married

Mary Howard, daughter of Captain William Howard,

and settled on lot eighteen, purchasing the place of

Sylvester Blackman. He died on this place Octol»er

18*;7. aged sixty-seven years. Mr. Bills was a

man of great size, force of character and local promi-

nence. He was so jkjot when he began in Hartland

he could not pay for an ax, but before his death he

owned a thousand acres of land. He acquired some

knowledge of law and was a sort of pettifogger for a

number of years. He was also justice of the peace of

Hartland for many years.

He was the father of six children, four boys and

two girls. Lion E. died May •Jo. lBTo, in his forty-

eighth year; Harriet became the wife of B. F. Mc-

Cormick, February 15. lsjfj. and, in the spring of

the following year, they settled on the place where

|

they now reside. The rest of the children are also

1 residents of this township. Stephen W., Mary

Amanda (Mrs. X. M. Bedell). John E. and Charles

W. The latter, with his mother, owns and occupies

the old homestead.

Nathan Miner came from Connecticut in 1819. and

stopped for a slmrt time in the township of Eldridge

(now Berlin), where he married a daughter of Samuel

White, who afterward moved to this township. Mr.

Miner settled where his son Oliver now lives, on lot

twenty-seven, and resided there until his death. Mrs.

Miner is also deceased. They had a family of nine

children. Folly married David Ernsbergcr, moved to

Wisconsin, and died there soon after; Betsey is the

relict of Warren Hackett. and resides on Hartland

ridge; David. Nelson and .lames live somewhere in

the west; Oliver occupies the old homestead, as pre-

viously mentioned; Olive (Mrs. Pntchin) resides in

Republic, Ohio: Samuel and Lucius are deceased.

Samuel White'and family came from Pennsylvania

and settled in Ashtabula county prior to the war of

18PJ. He afterwards moved to the Fire-lands, loca-

ting at Cold Creek, but had hardly got settled when

the news of Hull's surrender of Detroit was received.

The family fled to Mount Yernon, Knox county, and

remained there about four years. They then went to

Berlin, and afterwards to Florence, thence to Hart-

land. He died while on a visit to Ashtabula count

v

j
in the vear 1840. Mrs. White died manv venrs after in

Hartland. There were eight children, three of whom
married and settled in this township, They were

.lane, who became the wife of N'athan Miner: James,

who married Fanny Howard, January 1, 1829. and

settled on the farm where ibey have since resided;

and Betsey, who married Peter .lames and located

where T. W. Head now live-. Only two of the child-

ren are now living, viz: David in Ashtabula, and

James in this town-hip. One of the sons. Crawford,

enlisted in the service of his country during the war

with Mexico and died soon after his arrival in that

country.

Joseph Waldron with hi- wife ami twn grand-child-

ren, Elnathati J. and Itct-ev Waldron. moved in from

Bristol, Ontario county. .New York. Jane 3, 1821. lit

purchased "f Allen Blackmail the place on which B.

F. McConnick now reside*—lot number twentv-two.
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BENJAMIN P. Mccormick.

Benjamin F. MoGonniek, the fourth child of Daniel

McCormick and Mary C. Brnndage, was born in Ovid,

Seneca Co., N. Y, April 14, 1820. He came to Ohio in

the apriog of 1842, and entered Oberlin College in the fall

of the same year, and spent a portion of the following year

in that institution, taking a partial oouree.

Peb. IS, 1846, he married Miss Harriet Bills, eldest

daughter of Elijah Bills and Mary Howard, of Hartland.

They settled on what is known as Hartland Ridge, the most

beautiful and valuable portion of the township, where they

still live, owning about three hundred and twenty acres of

land and fine buildings.

Seven children were the fruit of this union, five of whom

axe living: William S., married Martha Birkett, of Mon-

roe Co., Mich., and lives in Hartland, near his parents;

Emma, graduated from Oberlin, and married the Rev.

Jacob Winslow, a Congregational minister, and lives at

De Witt, Saline Co., Neb. ; Frank B., John E., and Fan-

nie W. are unmarried, and live at home.

For many years the subject of our sketch held the office

of township clerk, and has served as justice of the peace

six or seven terms. We regard the foregoing as worthy of

notice, in this connection, as an index of the confidence and

respect of his neighbors more than anything else.

Politically, Mr. MoConnick started as a Democrat, and

cast his first ballot for James K. Polk, in 1844 ; a fact

which, he says, has boen a source of continued mortification

and regret. He was next identified with the Free-Soil

party until it was merged into the Republican party, with

which he has been an energetic and active worker until

quite recently. He now believes that the upas shade of

corruption has poisoned the party, dishonored its past record,

and destroyed its future prospects by adding millions to the

wealth of the rich by laying grievous burdens on the

shoulders of the industrial classes ; sad lot, but not W,
by utterly neglecting a large class of citisens but recently

set free, and refusing them the protection to which they as

eitisens are justly entitled. Consequently, he has identified

himself with the National party, and believes that, under

the Constitution, Congress has the same right to issue paper

money and make it a legal tender, as to coin gold and silver

and fix the value thereof. He reads the current news and

the doings of Congress critically, and expresses his views

earnestly and methodically. He is firm in his convictions,

because they are the result of investigation, and he ex-

presses them with the earnestness of his nature.

Though never admitted to tho Bar, his knowledge of law

and his natural fitness for the practice have made Mr.

McConnick the home lawyer of his township, drafting

legal papers, and managing and trying oases in justices'

courts for those who sought bis skill.

We hazard nothing in saying that had he turned his

attention to the legal profession, he would have been an

ornament to the Bar of any county town.

In early life Mr. MoConnick united with the Methodist

Church, and his religious sympathies are still with that

body, though not now a member of any church.

He reads and has the courage to think for himself on

religious subjects as well as political, and, if we were to

judge of his religious future, we would say that such a

mind would not long be in sympathy with any formulated
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He died on this place June 15, 1822. He was born

near Boston, Mass., February T, 1753, and removed

to Bristol, Xew York, in 1801, whence he cume to

this township as already stated. He was a soldier hi

the Revolutionary war; was present at the firing of

the first pun at Lexington: participated in the battle

of Blinker Hill, and was subsequently taken prisoner

and kept on board of a British man-of-war for two

years. He had three sons—Sylvester. Stephen and

Joseph—all of whom served in the war of 1812. Syl-

vester came to Hartlaud in 18111, and died in 1K47.

Joseph followed with his family in 1821 and occupied

the log barn of Daniel Bills until he could build him

u house in Townsend, where he settled, about a mile

and a quarter southeast of the center. He died there

in 1865, and his oldest son. Sunford G. Wuldrou. now

occupies the place. Stephen, whose two children.

Elnathan J. and Betsey Waldrou, came to Hartlaud

with their grand-parents as previously stated, died at

an advanced age in the State of New York.

Joseph Osyor moved from Canada to Berlin town-

ship, and in 1820 to Hartland, and settled on lot

number thirty. The farm is now occupied by Euo
Holiday. Osyor sold and moved to Ciarksfield a few

years after, sulxe jiieiltly to the center of Townsend,

and still later to Berlin, where he died. He had two

children, a 301) and a daughter. The latter became

the wife of Cyrus Wagoner.

Elnathan J. Wuldrou has resided in the township

since 1821. He was born in New York, March 24,

1804. He married Emily Kilbourn, in this township,

August 13, 182<». Mr. Waldrou has written an in-

teresting short history of Hartland for the Firr-hind*

/'ioiirrr.

.Josiah Kilbourn. with hi- family, removed to Ber-

lin from Onondaga county. New York, in 1815. He
resided there until March 1821, when he settled iu

this township, on lot number nine. He afterwards

moved to Sullivan township, then Lorain county,

and in 1838 or '.'!!• returned to Berlin, where he died

a year or t wo after. His first w ife died during their

residence in Hartland. ami he subsequently married

the wuhnv Proctor, of Berlin, who survived him. He
had a large number of children, the oldest of whom
(Emily) is the wife of Klnathan .1. Waldrou.

Captain William Howard, a native of New Jersey,

removed with his family from Delaware county. New-

York, to Milan in 1810. He settled where the vil-

lage of Milan now is, then called Indian Village. He
lived there two years, when, the Indians becoming

troublesome, he moved with his family to Hudson,

and, Afterward*, to Portage county near the Mahon-

ing river, where he remained until the close of the

war. He then returned to the township of Milan,

locating near the Berlin line. Two or three years

afterward he went to Perkins township, where, owing

t<> sickness in ,his family, he lost everything. He
removed to Sherman township, remained about three

years, and then came to Hartland. arriving iu April,

1821. He made his location on lot number ten,

where Stephen Bills now resides. He did in Hart-

land, December, 1S.V.>, aged ninety. His first wife

died in 1832, and he afterwards married Mrs. Amanda
Phelps, who died December, 1872. aged nearly eighty-

nine. There were eleven children, all by the first

marriage. Three of them died during the residence

of the family in the Indian Village, and now sleep

i

beneath the present village of Milan. Mary, widow

I
of Elijah Bills, aged seventy-seven; Fanny, wife of

James White, aged seventy-three: and Almon. twin

I

brother of Alvuh (deceased), reside in this township;

Arthurlivcs in Indiana, and William Sidney in Wake-

man. The rest are deceased. Captain Howard was

a sea captain for many years, hence the title, "Cap-

tain."

In February. 1824, Daniel Miner moved in from

Clarkslield, and fixed his residence at the corners

where Daniel Bills previously resided, with whom he

traded farms. Mr. Miner was a native of Homer,

Courtland county, New York. He came to Ohio

with his father in INK', and settled near Hocky river,

in Cuyahoga county. He came to Huron county

when about sixteen years of age, and resided in

Ciarksfield until his removal to this township. He
merricd Lydia Bennett, of Thompson township,

Seneca county, Ohio, January 7, 1823. After a resi-

dence of many years in Hartland he removed to Nor-

wulk, where he afterwards lived. He died July 25,

187-S. aged nearly seventy-five. Mrs. Miner died

September 22. of the same year. They had but one

chihl, a daughter, who became the wife of Charles

R. Bostwick, of Norwalk.

Mr. Miner kept a tavern on Hartland Ridge for

many years. He was the first township clerk and the

first postmaster, holding the latter office over twenty-

one years.

Jesse T.tintor moved in from New York about the

year 1821. and bought out Jared Tolls on lot twenty-

oua. He continued to occupy this place until his

death, in 18«ii>. Mrs. Taintor died a few years since,

aged ab Hit ninety. They had a family of five child-

ren, the oldest of whom, Lucien. married Betsey

Waldrou, of previous mention, ami settled on the

ridge, where their son-iu-law. Mr. Delap. now lives.

Eli Bamum and Allen Head came to Hartland in

is>4. and bought out Joseph Oysor, The two fami-

l lies occupied the su ne house, and they hegan farming

on a sort of co operative plan. They remained only a

I few year-, sold to Tinker Smith, an I B irnmn re-

moved to N'orwalk township, and was subsequently

connected with the infirmary in some official capacity.

Mr. Mead, who was a Baptist preacher, went to Mans-

field.

Libeut Stoors came into the country about this time.

He married Anna Harris, of Berlin, and settled on

the ndge. where the log house now stands, a short

! distance north of E. Holidays'. The place is now
owned by J. C. Ransom. He and his wife, and some
of the children, are buried there. There are three

children living, one ,.f whom. Mrs. Samuel Lock-
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wood, with her husband, occupies a portion of the old '

homestead.

A family by the name of L.-dyard. aii<i another by

the name of Owen, settled on the Vermillion river, in

the first section, about 18-,'.*>. They remained but a

short time in the township.

Ezekiel Phillips was one of the earliest permanent

settlers in this section. He arrived with his family

from Ontario county. New York, in 183<>, and settled

on lot number seven on the section line. He died in

Hart land in July. ls.v;. His widow, after his death,

made her home with her son-in-law. Parley K. Post.

She died October 1. IS", in the eighty-seventh year

of her age. There were nine children, five of whom
are yet living, as follows: Mrs. Post, in Hartland:

Mrs. Hoppock and Mrs. Burge<s, in Wisconsin. Mrs.

John Clawson, in Clarkstield, and C. N., in Mic h-

igan.

Parley K. Post came from Madison county. New
York, to Hartland in September, 1831, He bought

the "betterments" of John Ford, who had cleared

about five acres where Mr. Post now lives, and had

built a sh inty across the road. His brother-in-law,

Luther Toogood, moved into the house soon after,

and occupied it until the next spring, and Mr. Post

lived with them. Toogood then located a short dis-

tance south of where Abram Phillips now resides,

and Mr. Post's parents came on from New York and

moved into bis house. October 1835. he married

Amy Phillips, daughter of Ezekiel Phillips, and

erected a log house near where his frame house now

stands, which he built in 1890.

His father, Isaiah Post, die 1 July 25, 1N3.S. and the

mother two years subsequently. They had a family

of thirteen children, three of whom are living, viz:

Mrs. E. Chandler, in Tnwu»cnd, Isaiah, in Wisconsin,

and Parky K.. in this township. The latter has held

the office of township trustee in Hart hind for a period

of twenty-two years.

In March. 1884, Daniel Robbins, with his family of

wife and two children, and his wife's sister, arrived I

from Wayne county. New York. Mr. Bobbins settled

on lot number nine in the third see'i.m, envting his

shanty on the location of the preseut residence of

Levis Moore. When he moved into his cabin, it was,

indeed, a primitive dwelling, bjing unchinkeJ, and

without a door, window or ehimii-'v. He resided here

five years, and then lold and m >vc 1 to Norwich, and

finally to Bronson on the wc-t town line, where he

ha« since lived.
|

Peres Miner moved on to the place now occupied by

Henry L. Moore, on lot twenty-six in the third -ec-

tion, in the spring of 1833. He had lived in Nor-

walk township a number of years previous, and mar-

ried there the widow of Hanson Read who was the

first settler in Greenfield. Miner resided in Hartland

about eight years when he moved to Uronson. There

a few years after he lost his house by lire, and he

moved to Enterprise, and finally to Norwich town-

ship where he subsequently died.
I

Stephen Knapp and three sons, and Andrew Bishop

settled in the third section about the year 1833.

Henry Silcox moved into the township from Cayuga

county. New York, in 1S34. He and his wife both

died in this township many years ago. Two of their

children are now living in this township, and one in

Michigan.

Thomas Manahan. with his wife and four sons—

a

daughter remaining at the east—came from Cayuga

county. New York, to this county, in the summer of

1839. He lived in the township of Norwalk about

two years, and then purchased and settled in Hart-

land. on lot iiuiuIht twelve in section number three.

He died while east on a visit to his daughter in

December. is:<s. at the age of eighty-six. Mrs.

Manahan lived to the advauc d age of nearly ninety-

five. She died at the residence of her son, George

W. Manahan. in Norwalk township, December 18,

]S?2. She was a memlier of the Methodist Episcopal

Church for over sixty years, and of the Hartland

Methodist Episcopal Church for nearly forty years.

They raised a family of flu-children, all of whom are

now living, as follows: Sarah Ann (Mrs. Worthing)

in Norwalk: Oeorge W. in the south part of the town-

ship of Norwalk: Charles W. in Norwalk. who is at

the head of the dry goods house of Manahan, Talxr

& Co. Henry II. married Mary J. Chapiu, a native

of Virginia, and re-ides in Bronson township. I.ewis

married Sarah Chapin. a cousin of Mrs. Henry II.

Manahan, and resides near Olena in Bronson. The

sons have been among the active business men of the

county for many years.

Joseph Moore, a native of Cherry Valley, New Jer-

sev. removed with his family from Tompkins county,

New York, to this county, in 1*33. He settled in

Norwalk township. <>n lot number five in the first

section. In 1855, he sold his farm and moved to

Hartland. locating with his son. Lewi- Moore, on the

farm now occupied by the latter, on lot nine, section

three. He died on this farm October 5. 18J6, aged

near); ninety years. Mr. Moore was a good citizen,

un exeinplan christian and an efficient member of

the Methodist Episcopal church. Mrs, Moore died

in 18.-.4.

There were live children, three sons and two

daughter-, three of whom arc living, as follows: Mrs.

Jonathan White in Kansas, and Lewis and Henn
L. in Hartland. The latter was elected sheriff of

Huron county in October. 1853, on the last whig

ticket, and was the only nominee on the ticket elected.

He was re-elected in 1855, and at the close of his

second term, he purchased the farm in Hartland on

which he has since lived.

William Johnson, his wife and seven children, came
to Hartland, from the -tate of New York, in the vear

1835, and located lots numher seventeen eighteen and

a part of twenty, of the Latimer and
%
Lane tract, in

the first section. Mr. Johnson died Fcbriian 24,

1807, and Melmda, his wife, died September 14, 1847.

Of the seven children, six are living, as follows : U.
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C. Johnson resides in Fitchrille; Mrs. G. A. Ransom
in Hartland; Mary .I. Prosser in New London; Eliza

.1. Iiarn> in Fitchvillc; A. S. Johnson in New Lon-

don, and Lewis Johnson in Clnrksfield. Catharine

(Foot) died in New London in February, 1ST?.

Charles and George Smith moved in from New
York and settled in this .section a short time previous

to the arrival of Mr. Post. They resided here a

number of years and then removed to Lorain county,

and finally to the west.

A family by the name of Harrington settled about

the same time on lot number eleven. A few years

he subsequently married Mary Jackson, who tame to

Hartland with the family of Thomas Manahan in 1833.

Abram Phillips came to Huron from near Buffalo,

New York, with his family, in August, 1835. He re-

mained a year in Huron and then settled in Hartland,

where he lias since lived, on lot six in the first section.

He built his present brick house in 184K, which was

the first brick building erected in the township.

Mr. Phillips m bom in Windham. Greeiie county,

New York, June II, KiHt. He married. January 1,

1823, Jane Robinson, who was born in Pennsylvania

in 1804. They have reared a family of nine children,

all of whom are living.

In the spring of I83«i, Calvin 0. Chaffee, his wife

and child, Bartlett Davis and wife, Benjamin (J. and

George Haines and their families came to this county

from near Springfield, Mass., consuming four weeks

in the journey.

Mr. Chaffee, the first year after his arrival, rented

the place on which Mr. Tiltou now lives, in Bronson.

He then purchased and settled in Hartland, where his

widow now resides,—lot number twenty-five, section

number three—where he continued to reside until his

death, in January, 1877. He was born April i'J, 1811.

Mrs. Chaffee was born at Palmer, Mass., March 27,

1808. She was married to Mr. Chaffee. March I'J,

1833. The number of childreft bora to them was

seven, six of whom are living. The two sons, D. K.

and Charles M., operate the saw-mill opposite the old

homestead.

Mr. Davis first located a short distance north of his

present residence. His wife died April 10, 1850, and
after, lie sold to Isaac Powell and moved to Fitchvillc.

(ieorge Haines remained in Bronson a short time

and then settled in Ripley. The most of the family

died of typhoid fever soon after, which was brought

among them by a young man from the south.

Benjamin Haines died in Bronson about the same
tune of the same disease.

In the fourth section the first settler was Isaac

Frayer who moved in from Greene county, New York,

in 1832. He settled on the southwest corner of lot

number nineteen. He occupied his original location

until his death in December, 1871. Mrs. Frayer died

in the early years of their settlement. They had a

family of eight children, tour of whom are living, viz:

Ambrose Frayer in Ripley, Mrs. Bcardslcy, Mrs. (Joff,

and Mrs. Bobbins in Norwalk.

Across the road from Frayer, Darius Cherrv located

at an early date. He afterwards sold out and moved
to Fitchvillc where lie is now living,

Robert Brown was one of the earliest settlers in this

quarter of the township and is the only one of those
who took up land on the road mi which he lives, now
occupying his original location. He was born m New
London, Conn., January 24, 1805: married March 12,

1886, Eliza Chapel of the same place who was born
February 16th, of the same year. He came to Huron
county in 1831 and resided in Greenfield and Fairfield

five years arid then came to Hartland where he made
his first purchase of land, on lot number sixteen in

the Mercer tract. His cabin was built of loss and
with "stick" chimney after the style of the period,
and stood in the midst of these large stumps and girt

about with dense woods. Mr. Brown had nothing to

begin with but his character and industry, and his

necessities required a great deal of hard labor in those
early days. His tax the first year was hceniy-serm
rents, paid on a cow and a pair of steers. He is tho
father of nine children, five of whom an- living. Mrs.
Brown died in Hartland, January 22. 1877.

Rowland Searles and family, and siihsequcntlv his
father, John Searles, and his family, settled on lou
number twenty-two and twenty-three of the fourth
section, respectively, in the year 1835. Thev were
from the state of New York. John Searles died
many years ago. Rowland Searles is now living across
the mad from his first location, on lot seventeen, and
is aged about seventy.

Nathaniel S. Tompkins, from Greene county. New
York, moved in soon after the Searles", and settled on
half of lot number twenty-two. He and his wife both
died on this place, and none of the family are now
left in Hartland.

Three families by the name of Price—father and
two sons—settled on this road about the year 1835,
but none of them are now living in the township.

In the fall of 1835, Azael Welch moved in from New
York, and settled on the west end of the road. He
is dead, and but one member of the family now re-

mains in the town.

Ambrose Royee came to the Fire-lands, from New
York State, lived a few years in Fairfield, and in 183iJ

settled in Hurtlund, on the west part of lot fifteen,

where his widow now lives. He died a few vears since.

John Ernsberger was an early settler in this por-

tion of the township, and is still living on his original

location, a mile east "of Olena.

The returns of the county assessor, of the white

male inhabitants in Huron county over the age of

twenty-one years, in the year 1827, gives the following

list of such inhabitants in this township:
Ht-ury Pi.kard

Samuel Wellman
Llli«u» Htoor*.

Kliistban WaMrun
lra«f..r.l Whit*
Klijah Bill'.

Uamel Mlurr

IVU-r Jon.-.

Joseph P Owen
Kll Burn ii

m

Francis Way at

Jesse Taint. .r

Jonathan Wal.lron

William EfottUd

Sylvester Waldroi,

Luek-ij Taint* «r

.lam-* Thomas.
Arthur Howard
JMM White.
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FIRST EVENTS.

Tlif first white child horn in the township, was a

child of Jared Toll*, in 1818.

Tin* first couple married was Elijah Bills and Mary

Howard, daughter of Captain William Howard. This

event occurred .lune 2, 1822, at the residence of the

bride's parents,—John Beatty, Esq., performing the

nuptial ceremony.

The firr-t death was that of .Fared Tolls, who died

in the fall of from eating too freely of wild

plums. He was buried on his farm, in a coffin made
out of Daniel Rills' wagon-box, as there was no lum-

ber to be had. A small apple tree sprout was planted

at the head of the grave, which grew to he a large

tree, hut it has been removed, ami the exact location

of the grave is now unknown.

the FIRST saw MILL

was built by Judah Ransom, on Indian creek, in the

spring of

There are at the present time four saw mills in the

township, viz: The Chaffee mill, in the third sec-

tion: the Miles mill, near the north town line; the

Miles mills, at the center, and the Thomas mills, at

Olena. The latter, the oldest, was built by John

Lauyan in 1840 or 1843. There has never been a

grist mill built in Hartland, and the early settlers

sometimes experienced a great deal of difficulty in

getting their grinding done. There were grist mills

in some of the adjacent townships, but they were at

rest much of the time in consequence of dry weather,

and at such times trips to Cold creek, ami occasionally

even to Mansfield, sixty miles distant, and through

almost unbroken forest*, were necessary t<- get grind-

ing done. Families whose supply of flour would be

exhausted before the return of the grist from the

mill, would enjoy a week's variety of pounded wheat

or "joint d corn."

Kill CATION \|,.

The first school house was built in the fall of 1821,

on the ground that is now occupied by the Ridge

burying ground. The size of the house was sixteen

by twenty feet, with puncheon flour, The door, seats

and writing desks were al>o made of puncheon-, and

grea-ed paper -crved a- gla.-s for the windows.

The first school was kept by Cyrus M linger, in the

winter of 1841-'.'.. The families of Jonah KUbonrn,
U illiani Howard. I >an • i Bills, J— ph Osj Of, S ill nan

Miner and Samnel White were represented in the

school.

In April. 1 the township was erected by the

trustees into one school district. called District No. 1.

The following were at that time householders of the

district: Josiah Kilbouru. William Howard. Daniel

Miner, Elijah Bills, Samuel White, Jesse Taintor.

Nathan Miner. Sylve-ier Waldron, I.il.ens Stoors,

Allen Mead. KM Rarnum and Henry Pickard.

RE Minors.
The first sermon preached in Hartland was by the

Rev. Lot R. Sullivan, a Congregational home mis-

sionary. The first regular religion, services were

held at the house of Joseph Waldron. in the summer
and fall of Ks'l. at which the Revs. True Puttee and

James Mcliityre, Methodist circuit preachers, offi-

ciated.

After the school house was built, on the ridge, in

I the fall of 185J1. the meetings were held there. There

I
was at this time but one Methodist fatuilv in the

township. In 18>4, a few Free Will Baptist families

moved into the township, among which was that of

Allen Mead, a pre icher of that denomination. They
soon after began to hold meetings, and, under the

preaching of Mead. Elder Wheeler of (ireenfield, and

Rev. Mr. Carlton, quite a revival followed, resulting

in the organization of a church in Clarksfield. with

which the Baptist* in Hartland united. The Free

Wills thtM look the lead, ami maintained it for a num-
ber of years.

Til E METHOtUST EPIx ol'AL 1'Hl'RCH

of West Hartland was organized at the house of Perez

Miner, in the year 1882, by Rev. Leonard Hill, and
consisted of four members, as follows: Mrs. Perez

Miner, James Read. F. M. Kilbouru and wife.

Daniel Stratton.of Xorwalk township, wa» appointed

class leader.

This was the first church Organised in the town-

ship. The earliest preachers who officiated for this

I church were Edward Thompson (afterwards bishop),

Diem, Disbro, Kellura, Burkdnll, Heuster, Jones,

Wi I!-. Bi eekcu ridge .hp! I i n rle\ . The church btu

now a membership of about fifty. The Rev. George
A. Weber, resident at Townsend enter, the pastor.

The church building was erected in 1873. and cost

about two thousand three hundred dollar-.

A Sabbath school, the first in the township, wo>
1 organized by Rev. True Rattce, in 1S34. It is now in

a flourishing condition. I). E. Chaffee is the superin-

tendent. There wa> a class formed m the fourth

section at an early date, and subsequently another at

the center of the tow n. The former did not continue
long, the members going to Olena, and the latter,

after a few years, disbanded.

In about the year ls.VJ or I8.VJ, a Wesleyan preacher,

by the name of Royee, came in and formed a class,

but not being able to sustain preaching, the class ex-

isted but a few \cars.

THE l' s it Kit BRETHREN CHl'RCH

at the center was organized by Rev. Mr. Davis, in

the spring of ls>;.'.. and consisted of the following

members, to-wit: Klon Done ami wife. Joseph Bliggl

and wife. <i. W. Pitched and w ife. James Blakeman
and wife. J. B. Darling and a few young members,

j

who-e names cannot now be recalled. They held

their meetings at the center school house until 186?,

I

when the present church building wus erected at a
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cost uf about twelve hundred dollars. In 1ST? Un-

church enjoyed an extensive revival, the number >>f

conversions being about one hundred. The member-

ship for a year or two has been diminishing, and the

.society is not at present in as pros[ierons a condition

us formerly.

TOWNSHIP OKHAMZATION.

The original name of the township was Canterbury.

It was annexed to Clarksfield (formerly Bethel) until

April. when it was detached and organized for

independent, action under the name of Hart land.

The election for township officers was held at the

school house on the ridge. Kli Barnum and Daniel

Miner were chosen clerks of election, and Nathan

Miner, Josiah Kilhouru and Allen Mead, judges.

The result of the election was as follows: Daniel

Miner, township clerk: Nathan Miner, Josiah Kil-

bouni and Jesse Tut n tor, trustees; Lebeua Stoors and

James White, overseers of the poor; Elijah Rills and

Lebens Stoors. fence viewers: Allen Mead and Kebcus

Stoors. appraisers of property; Allen Mead, lister;

Allen Mead, treasurer: Nathan Miner and Daniel

Miner, supervisors of highways. Arthur Howard was

elected ci nisi able, and. to pro\ idc him . mplot mi tit,

on the 24th day of May following Kli Barnum was

elected justice of the i*ace.

On the fifth day of March, 1887, the first settle-

ment of the trustees with township officers was made,

at which time the following orders were drawn on the

treasurer, to wit : To Kli Barnum, for services as clerk

of election, thirty-three cents ; to Josiah Kilbourn.

for services as trustee, one dollar and sixty-one cents:

to Nathan Miner, for services as tru>tee. two dollars

and seventy cents ; to Jesse Taintor. for same service.

I) ERIK COUNTIES, OHIO. Ml

one dollar and thirty-three cent- : Daniel Miner, for

services as township clerk, including a township rec-

ord book, three dollars aud thirty-three eent>.

PIOXKER INTIMIDATION.

The spring election of lS-'T was an unusually excit-

ing one. and there is a vague tradition that it was not

wholly free from a certain kind of intimidation. The

contest was over supervisor of highways, one party

wanting all the road-work confined to the ridge,

while the other thought some of it ought to be done

on the other roads. After a spirited discussion of

the tpiestion, and before the voting began, a canvass

was made to learn the relative strength of the two

parties, when it was found the ridge party had six

adherents and their opponents seven. One of the

seven, whose " infirmity
"' was well known, was there-

upon bargained with bj Hie minority, for a jmj «f

wkitkjf.ta vote with them, a penalty living affixed

that in case of non-performance of contract by the

purchased voter, he should be kicked bv his pur-

j

chasers from the polls to his home. The ridge got

all the work.

At the election in April of the current year. J. M.

Chaffee was chosen township clerk : J. B. Darling.

A. C. Miller and K. R. Brown, trustees: G. D. Ful-

ler, treasurer: H. M. Hood ami Henry L. Moore,

justices of the peace.

post OFFK E.

In 1833 the first post office was established in Hart-

laud, with Daniel Miner as postmaster, who kept the

office in his house, on the ridge, for a period of twen-

ty-one years.

The present post office is located at the center of

Hartland. L. M. Miles being the incumbent.
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NWTlltAL FE.VTl'HKS.

The surface of the township is rolling, except in

the northwest part, where it is level, and the land

somewhat low. The soil is strong ami productive,

being generally of a loamy nature. In the north part

of the town it is more sandy, mixed somewhat with

gravel, while much of the south part is clay.

Its principal strea is the river Huron which, rising

in Richland county, enters the township about half a

mile east of the southwest corner, runs for the most

part a general northeasterly conrse.and leaves the town-

ship on lot eight, section three. The east branch of

the Huron has its source in Fairfield, enters Porn from
Rronson on lot eighteen, section one. Hows a north-

westerly direction, and unites with the present stream

in the township of Ridgetield. ahout a mile north of

the town line. State run comes into the township

from Seneca county, flows a northeasterly course into

Ridgetield where it unites with the Huron. The
stream-' afford excellent water power privileges which
are more or less improved. The principal varieties of

timber were originally the oak in several varieties,

whitewood, l>ccch. maple, hickory, basswood and
buckeye. Along tho streams the variety was mostly

butternut and black walnut.

x.\ SIR.

The town was originally called " Vredenburg,"

from the circumstance that William J. Yredenbnrg

was a large owner of its soil. Hehought up the claims

of the ••Sufferers" until he obtained the ownership of

three-fourths of the township, v iz. : Sections two,

three and four. Section one was owned by various

persons in the east, from whom the earliest settlers in

that portion of the town purchased their lands. The
place continued under the name of '•Yredenbnrg"

until the winter of 1820. when at a meeting called

for the purpose, and held at the house of Joseph

Rnggles, the Mine of Peru, under which a prist office

had been established, was substituted.

SETTLEMENT.

The earliest settlements in the township were made
on the first section. The first white settlers were

Elihu Clary, Henry Adams and William Smith, who
together arrived on lot number five in section one on

the loth day of June, IHlo. Adams, who was from

Marlborough, Yermont, had come to Cleveland in the

winter previous with team and wagon, and remained

in the vicinity at work until his removal to Pern, then

called Yredenburgh. At Cleveland he was joined by

Clary and Smith in the spring of 1815 who came from

Deertleld, Massachusetts, on foot. From Cleveland

the journey was made by all three on foot. They eu-

tcred the township on the east line, crossed the Fast

Branch of the Huron river, a few rods below the

bridge that now crosM-s the stream in Macksville, ami

traveled on until reaching the house of Bildad Adams
in the township of Orecnlield. With him thev board-

ed for a few days until they could roll up a log house

on lot five in section one. Henry Adams had shipped

a barrel of Hour from Cleveland to Huron and soon

after his arrival in Peru he went there after it with a

wagon and two yoke of oxen. He found, however,

that the flour had been carried to Detroit and he had

to remain t wo weeks awaiting its arrival. He brought

home with him also a barrel of pork for which he

paid thirty dollars. Mr. Adams states that he was

unable to find during the entire journey enough straw

for a single bed. He wrote back to his wife that his

bed consisted of the ''soft side of a basswood punch-

eon." The men kept bachelor's hall in the first cabin

built until the following October, when they erected a

better log house a few rods further west. A part of

their furniture consisted of four tables made from a

whitewood tree, one of which Henry Adams used in

his own house for several years.

On the twenty-third of that month, the wife of

ClHry arrived ami thoy were the first family that set-

tled in the town. Mrs. Clary came from Deerfield,

Massachusetts, with an uncle of her husband. They

traveled as far as Buffalo in a wagon with which she

brought to that point a few household goods. The

roads, west of Buffalo, being in an almost impassable

condition, the goods were shipped by water from

there to Huron, and the travelers completed the

journey on horseluick. Mrs. Clary rode in a man's

saddle a distance of two hundred and fifty miles,

making the journey in seven days. She kept house

for the men while they prosecuted the work of clean-

ing. They lived thus until the following spring,

when they moved to their selected locations. Clan-

located on lot number eighteen, section one, where

Brown Fisher now lives. Some rears afterwards he

moved to tho village of Macksville, where he kept a

> taveni for a number of years, and then removed to

near Albany, New York. His wife. Pearly Clary,

died in Macksville June 18, 1830, and he married

again in New York, and subsequently returned to

Ohio, but soon removed to Bedford, Monroe county,

Michigan, where he spent the remainder of his life.

He was born in Montague. Massachusetts, in the

year 1788, and died in September. 1871. aged eighty-

three. This pioneer family experienced the various

hardships incident to the settlement of anew country.

j

In a letter written by Mr. Clary in 18.">7, he says

the family lived for three weeks, in the spring of

181C. on pudding and molasses, "not for want of

money, which was then very plenty, but provisions

were not to be had in Huron county, ami the loads

to the south were at that time impassable with teams;

but soon the warmth of the sun dispelled the clouds

and dried up the mud. and teams came in with j>ork

and flour: a drove of cows arrived, and we again had

plenty."

Mr. Adani'i settled on lot twenty-nine in the first

section, and he now (January.
) occupies his

original purchase. His first cabin stood short dis-

tance north of where he now reside?. It was sixteen

|
feet square, with a roof of "shakers." puncheon floor,
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and a door made also of puncheons. Mis bedstead

consisted of two pules, some eight or ten feet in length,

one end of which was stuck into a log in the wall of

the house, a few feet apart, ami joined to a stake at

the other end, triangular in shape. He used elm

hark for bed-cord, and this rude arrangement consti-

tuted a bed which the young people of to-day wotilil

hardly regard as conducive to a good night's rest.

His family, consisting of his wife ami infant daugh-

ter, arrived in the fall of 1810, coming with the wife

of Newell Adams and her father. Bliss. One of

the horses with which the journey was made partially

gave out at Buffalo, and from there to Peru the two

women traveled on foot.

Henry Adams was horn in Windham county, Ver-

mont, October 16, IT'.Mi. He married Annis Burr,

who was horn in Roe, Franklin county, Massachu-

setts, February 5, ITS*. She died in Peru, December

5, 1835). They had a family of nine children, four

of whom nre now living. Emily married Asahel

Wilcox, who died of cholera in 184!*, since when she

has lived u it li her father. Caroline is the wife of Rev.

Silas D. Seymour, a methodist minister, and lives in

Greenwich. .lane became the wife of E. F. Adams,

who died in May, 1870, and she now lives at the old

home. Melissa hits been insane for nearly thirty

years. Mr. Adams has resided in the town for a pe-

riod of nearly sixty-four consecutive years, and has

been a worthy number of the Methodist Kpiscopal

church for fifty-four years.

Smith made his location on the farm now occupied

by P. Barnum, on lot number nine, section one. He
s ibsci|iientlv m irried Lovina Pierce, daughter of Al-

lien Pierce, an early settler of Greenfield. Smith

finally removed to Illinois where he died. Alexander

Pierce and Polly Curt iss were married in Massachu-

setts, November 14, 1815, and a month after emigrated

to Ohio, arriving at the cabin of Clary, Adams and

Smith on the last day of January, 1810. Mrs. Clary

regaled her visitors with a meal consisting of roasted

raccoon and boiled turnips. On the 14th of February

following, Mr. mid Mrs. Pierce took up their abode

in their cabin, on lot number fourteen in the first

section. Their first meal in their new home consisted

of pigs feet and hulled corn, the corn costing one dol-

lar per bushel. Mr. Pierce died in Peru in 18:30.

Hi- widow afterwards lived for a number of years in

Sherman township, but finally came hack to Peru and

d . d here September •:>. 1 SOo. ••Aunt Polly." as ?hc

was familiarly called, was a rare character. She pos-

se—ed an inexhaustible fund of anecdote and reminis-

cences of pioneer days and conld talk well in public.

S ic WW a daughter of Ebenezer Curt iss and was born

in Leverott. MassachnsotU, in lTi'8. At the age of

seventeen she married Alex. Pierce, and became the

mother of four children—three -ons and a daughter.

It is possible now to obtain but little information

Concerning some of the early settlers. We find that

Siinon Raymond came info the township about the

s line time of Alexander Pierce and wife.

Newell Adams, a brother of Henry, arrived in the

summer of 1810. hut his wife remained at the east

until sometime in the following fall when she came

on. the family of Henry Adams coming at the same

time. He locate! on lot twentv-seven where Commo-
dore Perry now lives. He subsc ptentlv sold to Fred

Delano and removed to Illinois where he is now living.

Another brother bv the name of Alden, who was un-

married at the time, came in subsequently and mar-

ried Jane Delamuter and settled on lot twenty-two.

He afterwards sold out and removed to the west and

died there some four or five years ago.

Thaddeiis R ivmond and family moved into the

township in Novewber. 1810. and settled on lot num-
ber thirty, and Joel Clark about the same time set-

tling on lot twenty-six. Clark remained in the town

only a few years when he removed to Michigan.

Daniel Mack arrived in the fall of 1810 and made his

location where the village of Macksville now i-. and

which derived its name from him. He built a saw-

mill on the stream there a year or two after his arrival

in which he had a run of stone for grinding grain.

A few years after he removed to Cold creek, and en-

gaged in the milling business there. About this time

James Ashley and Eli Nelson joined the settlement.

Thomas Tillson came into the township in the sum-

mer of 1810, making the journey from Hampshire

county, Massachusetts, on foot. He selected his lo-

cation on lot twenty-eight, section one. and immedi-

ately began the work of clearing and improving his

land, making his home meanwhile with Henry Adams
whose family had not yet arrived. He sowed some

three or four acres to wheat in the fall and then re-

turned to Massachusetts for the money to pay for his

land. He came by way of the lake from Buffalo to

Sandusky and ai rived in Peru on the 28th of June,

1817. His family, consisting then of wife and one

child, arrived in 18*21, coming with Alden Pierce and

family. Mr. Tillson's original cabin stood across the

road from ami west of the present residence of his

son Rufus. He built the latter house in 1829 and

occupied it until his death in 1844. His wife survived

him a few years. They had five children, three of

whom are living, and one Rufus— in Peru. Stephen

re-ides in Iowa and Thomas is an inmate of the insane

asylum at Colombo*.

Levi R. Sutton, writing in the Fire-funds Pioneer,

concerning the early settlement of Pern, speaks as

follows of the first .settlements west of the river:

"Isaac Sutton. Levi R. Sutton and Klias Hughes were

the first three settler- west of Huron river, who com-

menced making improvements in the latter part of

March, 181 L and moved into their cabins on the 'id

of April following. Isaac Sutton settled on what is

now lot number eleven. W. Weed's partition, bill

R. Eaton having bought the land at the east, he gave

up possession lo him. and left the township in a year

or so. Levi R. Sutton nettled on the hill west of

Huron river, on E. T. Troop's partition, on what is

now called lot number thirteen. Klias Hughes lived
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and worked with L. R. .Sutton some two or three

years, and then bought a piece of laud on the center

road aild commenced blacksmithing. He worked at

that business for a few years and then left and died

in Indiana."

Levi R. Sutton was born in Fayette county, Pennsyl-

vania. September 7, 1794. and removed with -his

father's family to Knox county Ohio, in 1812. He
married, November 28. 1813, Catherine, daughter of

Peter Kile, of Mount Vernon, and removed to Lyme
township, Huron county, in .May, 18Ui. The next

April he settled in Peru. He occupied his original

location up to the time of his death, in September,

1872. He was justice of the peace of the township

for twenty five or thirty years, and town clerk for

an equally long period. His widow is yet living, but

at this writing. January, 1879, is in a very feeble con-

dition. She is in her eighty -seventh year. There

were seven children, six of whom are living, as fol-

lows Mrs. Richard Gardner, in Peru, Jacob, in Clyde,

Mrs. Surah Deyo, in Fulton county, Betsey, unmar-

ried, with her aged mother. Mrs. Adaline Harper, in

Illinois, and Esther Davenport, in Michigan.

Richardson Eaton first visited the township in June,

1818, coming from Lodi, Cattaraugus county, X. Y.

He selected and purchased of Walter Weed about five

hundred acres in lots number one, two, ten, eleven

and twelve, mostly in section number one. In July

next following he returned to New York for his

family, consisting of wife ami two children, with

whom he arrived in Peru in February of next year,

performing the long journey with wagon and ox

team. A log house had been rolled up ami roofed

over by a man sent on from New York for the pur-

pose. It stood on the west bank of the Huron river,

on lot number eleven. It was, indeed, a very primi-

tive habitation, when the family began life in it, and

w .s without a door, window or chimney, until the fall

following its occupancy. Mr. Eaton resided here

seven or eight years, and then moved into the frame

house just east of the brick house which he now occu-

pies, on lot number twelve. He now owns lots eleven

and twelve. Mr. Eaton has experienced the various

hardships incident to the settlement of a new country.

He bought his land on time and was twenty-five years

in clearing it of debt. The hard times arrested emi-

gration, and there was no home demand and no outlet

for the produce of the farmer, and for a time wheat

would not bring ten cents a bushel. Mr. Euton says

a wagon load of it, at one time, would not buy a

pound of tea. The completion of the Erie canal,

however, inaugurated a better condition of things.

Wheat went up to fifty cents per bushel, and other

things in proportion, and the settlers were then "out

of the woods."

Mrs. Eiton died in 18r>8. Of the four children,

only one is now living. This is Km line, who is un-

married and resides with her father, whose eighty-

ninth birthday occurred April 11. 18J». Mr. Eaton

served in the war of 1812.

James Yantine and family took up their residence

in Peru on the 24th day of June. 1818. He pur-

chased a thousand acres of land of E. T. Troop in

the second section. The family settled on the east

end of the purchase on. lot number twenty-eight.

Aruuah Eaton, a brother of Richardson, arrived

with his family in the winter of 1819. and located

just north of his brother. He afterwards sold to his

son-in-law, John A. Patterson, and took up his abode

with a daughter. Mrs. Aro Clapp, in the township of

i Norwalk. where he spent the remainder of his life.

Elijah Clary (father of Elihu, the first settler) and

family arrived in Peru in the fall of 1817, after a

journey of fifty days, from Deerfield, Massachusetts.

The season was a very wet one; and the roads, usually

intolerable, were worse than ever at this time, and

the progress of the emigrants was very slow. West

of Cleveland there were no bridges over the streams,

and they were so swollen by recent rains that the

family would have to wait sometimes two or three

days for the water to full so that they could cross.

The travelers finally reached the cabin of the son

Elihu, November flth of the year above given.

Mrs. Sunders, a daughter, says in regard to the

settlement of her father's family: ''We found my
brother and family well, who had been here more

than two years, and, as they thought, living very

comfortably, their condition being so much better

than when they first came. Hut, accustomed as we

had been to the luxuries of a New England home, we
thought it rather hard fare (though I must acknowl-

edge that the beef and turnips were very good). But

there were very few necessaries that could be obtained,

and those so high-priced that few could afford to have

them. My father paid twenty-five dollars for a bar-

rel of pork that had seven half heads in and shanks

in proportion." Mr. Clary settled just south of Alex-

ander Pierce. •

Joseph Ruggles and family, of Hampshire county,

Massachusetts, left their native place for the fur west

in the fall of 1810. with an ox team and wagon, and

ono horse Ahead. Arriving in Otsego county, New
York, where several brothers of Mrs. Ruggles (who
was a Tillson) had settled, the family remained there

through the winter ami then resumed their journey

to the Fire-lauds. They reached the place of desti-

nation April 27. 1817. taking up their abode in the

log house of Thomas Tillson, which had been put up

,

previously by Daniel Mack, from whom Tillson

I bought the land. The family lived here several years,

I

and then moved to the farm now owned by a son,

George. Mr. Riig.'lc-; resided here the remainder of

his life. His death occurred in June. 1849, his wife

surviving him three years. There were ten children,

five of whom are living, and two— Henry and George

W.—in this township.

Charles and Richard Gardner, brothers, came to

the township of Ridgefield, Huron county, from Stc-

ventown. New York, in the spring of 1*17. They
made the journey with an ox team and wagon, and
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were six weeks on the way. They made a beginning

on the farm now owned by the heirs of Allen Lindsey,

in Ridgcfield, but soon after exchanged it for land in

the northeast corner of the township of Lyme, where

they remained some three years,, and then came into

Pern andbuilt the saw mill now owned by Charles

Smith. They run this in partnership some rive years,

when Charles bought his brother's interest, and a few

years subsequently put up a woolen factory and carding

machine at the sjinie place. He married in 1823. and

settled where he now resides, aged eighty-six. He
helped to build the first house in Norwalk—the log

cabin of Piatt Benedict.

Richard, after filing his interest in the mill, worked

at his trade— t hat of carpenter and joiner— for a

couple of years, and then bought the farm where he

now lives, lots five and six in section two. He mar-

ried Maria Lawrence in 1826, and first commenced

housekeeping in the house now occupied by the fam-

ily of Levi R. Sutton, (deceased) the huilding then

standing just north of where his brother, Charles

Gardner, now lives. His first wife died October 13,

is -
.'*, and lie married, four years subsequently. Maria

Sutton, daughter of Levi R. Sutton, with whom he

is now living. They are aged, respectively, eighty-

three and sixty-four.

One of the prominent early settlers in Peru, was

Thomas Parker. He purchased, in 18P>, nearly

seven hundred acres of land in the fourth section,

and the next year he and Luther Hodges—his son-in-

law—and their families, moved from Cayuga county.

New York, and settled on the tract aforesaid. They

made the first improvements in that purtioti of the

township. In 1881, Mr. Parker planted the first

apple orchard in that that section of town, and the

next year, Josiah Root erected for him, on the west

part of his purchase, on the Huron, a saw und grist

mill. He died in Peru. September* :5. 1H3'.». He was

born in Providence, Rhode Islaud, October 10. 1707.

He married, in Cuvuga county. New York, October

16, 1790, Sarah Elliot, who was born in Dover,

Duchess county. Xew York, August 13, 170!*. They
raised a family of twelve children, none of whom
now live in the township. Seth and Benjamin were

ministers of the Baptist church, and the former was

a prominent member "f the Fire-lands Historical

Society for many years. His widow now resides at

Greenfield center.

Rev. Marry (). Sheldon, a well known pioneer

preacher of the Fire-lands, and now almost an octo-

genarian, residing in Oberlin, came to Peru in t!ie

priugof 1819. His father bought a farm for him in

the northeast part of the town. hip, and he began farm-

ing there June 19, 18H». and as he says in a note to

the writer, on ••temperance principles." His neigh-

bors expostulated with him, saving that he never could

get a house put up. nor his grain harvested without

the aid of whisky. But the youim man wu« firm, and

replied thai he would do without a hoii«e. and let the

grain rot on the ground beforv he should furnish

D ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

whisky. But the cabin was raised without it. One

man was very indignant at the innovation of the time-

honored custom, and refused to attend: ami he subse-

quently died an inebriute.

Mr. Sheldon married Ruth Bradley, of Genoa. New
York,, March 15. 1820, and in the following fall,

began housekeeping in the cabin in the Peru woods.

Jeptha Lawrence joined him on the south, and Sylves-

ter Brownell joined him on the north. Mr. Sheldon

remained hut a few years in the township, but during

that time his influence was felt in the settlement.

He was an efficient helper in everything tending to

build up society on a correct basis, and was largely

instrumental, although not then a professing christian,

: in the erection of the first house of worship—the

Presbyterian log meeting house—and was chosen the

clerk of that society. He also look an active part in

establishing the academy at Macksville, and was the

clerk of the board of trustees of that pioneer educa-

tional institution. He was converted in December.

1823. and officiated as an cxhorter, at meeting* at

various places in the country roundabout, until June.

1820, when he was licensed lo preach, and removed

from the township. His subsequent career is well

known.

Moses Smith came from Massachusetts to Peru

township about the year 1820. and settled on what is

now known as the Charles Roe farm. His family

consisting of wife and the children, came on the fol-

lowing year. The family eventually moved to Green-

field where the mother died in 18:$:}. Mr. Smith died

at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Thinner, in Nor

wich. in 18.V.I. There were five children, two of

whom are now living.

Isaac Johnson, Josiah Root, dames Smith, Wyatt

Cook. William Best. Hibbard Smith, Perry Easton.

John A. Patterson. Oliver Patterson and others

whose names are now beyond recall, were early set-,

tiers. Johnson settled just east of the present brick

residence of Joseph Smith, on the north and south

center road. He died there a few years after: his

wife at a later date, and there are now no descendants

living in the town. Root was from New York, and

took up his location on the Parker tract. Smith had

a log distillery at Mack.ville at an early day; he after-

wards moved to the \vc»l part of the town, where he

,
is still living. Wyutt Cook was a Verniontcr. and

arrived m Pern a- early as lSls. lie Worked the first

year for Henry Adams, afterwards married and raised

a family, lie is dow living in Fairfield, well udvnnced

in life. Best came in with Yaiitinc: his widow is still

living. Marcus Johnson and family moved into the

township in 1822, after a residence, the previous sea-

son, <ui u rented farm in Greenfield. They were

formerly from Genesee county. New York. Mr.

Johnson located on the farm now occupied by his w>u,

Luther B. Johnson, and occupied it until his death,

which took place in March. 1>:U. He was the lir-t

person interred in the burying ground at the center.

His widow died in Pern in 187:». Six of the children
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RICHARD HINDLEY.

Among those who were prominent in the early

settlement of the township of Peru was the subject

of this sketch. He was lx>rn in Lincolnshire, Eng-

land, on the 6th of December, 1794. He spent his

early life in the mother-country, following the sea

for a livelihood. Becoming weary, at length, of

maritime pursuits, he emigrated to America in 1832,

licing then thirty-eight years of age. Coming di-

rectly to Ohio, he settled in the township of Peru,

purchasing the farm of one hundred acres, which is

still owned and occupied by his widow.

He was twice married, losing his first wife on the

27th of September, 1852. His second wife, whom

he married June 13, 1856, was Elizubcth II.,

daughter of George and Hannah E. Scothan, of

Cleveland, Ohio. He had no children, but adopted

as his daughter a niece of his second wife, Miss

Nellie L. Scothan. This adopted daughter is mar-

ried, and resides at the old homestead. Their daugh-

ter, Annie Lydia, who was born April 27, 1873, is

the only child born on the farm since it was cleared

by Mr. Hindley.

In politics Mr. Hindley was a Democrat, and at

various times during his life he served his fellow-

townsmen in different local offices. He never made

a public profession of religion, but was always an

attendant and supporter of the Methodist Church.

The improvement of his farm, on which lie made

the first clearing, and the elevation of the standard

of morality in the community around him, were the

worthy objects to which he devoted his life.

He died on the 2d of September, 1864, being

then in his seventieth year. He was widely known

as a prudent counselor, and a ready helper of the

weak and suffering. In his death his widow lost a

kind husband, and his neighbor* an obliging friend.
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are now living. One only resides in Peru, Luther B.,

who lives on the old homestead.

Cyrus Simmons, originally from Washington

county, New York, moved to Peru from Richland

county, Ohio—where he had resided six years—in the

year 1829. Ho settled near the north line of the

township, where his son George now lives, paying

four dollars an acre for his laud. At the time of his

settlement, there was not a stick of timber cut in

this part of the town, except on the line of the roads.

The last, payment he made on his land was a hundred

dollars received for building a hundred feet of the

mill dam at Standartburg. lie occupied his original

purchase up to the time of his death, which occurred

September 25, 1853. His wife died October 29, I860.

Seven of the ten children born to them, are now
living. Henry, Mrs. .John Morse, Sophronia, George

and Mrs. Henry West, are residents of this township.

Mrs. John Sneer lives in Iowa, and Kred us in Nor-

walk.

Thomas Roe with his oldest son, Charles, came

into the township in the fall of 1831. After he

located his land—lots two and three in section one-
he returned to Cayuga county, New York, for his

family, leaving the son to prosecute the work of clear-

ing. Mr. Roe removed with his family the next

year. He was a native of England, and emigrated

with his family to the United States in 1833. settling

in Cayuga county. New York, where he resided nine

years and until the time of his removal to Peru.

He died in Peru in 1842, and his wife in 1840.

Of his nine children, six are now living, and two

of them—Charles and Joseph— in this town. The
former occupies t lie old homestead, and the latter the

farm adjoining him on the south.

Edward Ashton came from Lincolnshire England,

to Ohio, in the summer of 1831. He located in this

township on the farm now occupied by William T.

Athlon. He died the following year, August .5, 1832.

Mrs. Ashton died in May, 1802. There were eight

children, seven of whom came into the country with

their parent*. The oldest son arrived the subsequent

year. The names of the children are as follows:

James, deceased; Thomas, who married Mary Edgar

and it-sides in Lyme township; Margaret, who became

the wife of S. W. Bryan (dead); Jane who married J.

R. Hall, and now resides in Monroevillc: William

married Sally Birch ami occupies the old homestead

in this township; Mary (now Mrs. Alfred Outright)

lives in Marengo, Iowa; John resides in Monroevillc:

Edward married Eunice J. Pulvcr and lives in Low-

ell, Indiana.

Joseph Perry settled where his son, Commodore,

now resides, in the autumn of 1832, after a brief

residence just south of Macksville. His death took

place on the farm upon which he first settled, in

IS59, at the age of si venty-four. lie was a native of

New Jersey, but was residing in Cayuga county, New
York, at the time of his removal to Ohio. Mrs. Perry

survived her husband something over a year. Six of

their nine children are living. Horace, Mrs. Emeliue

Akers, Sarah A., and Commodore, live in Peru.

Ezra Smith was for many years one of the promi-

nent business men of this township. He was a man
of energy and public spirit, which were manifested in

a variety of enterprises, and acquired a large property.

A French family by the name of Haffel settled in

the northeast corner of Peru in 1829. A year or two
! after, several other families, also from France, took

j

up their residence in the northern part of the town.

The names of some of these families were Kagley,

Hoover, and Berger,—two families.

The Germans first began to settle in the town in

I

1830. the first family to arrive being that of John

Joseph Smith, in the year mentioned. He took up

the farm now occupied by his grandson. Joseph

Smith. He died in Peru in 1800, at the advanced

age of eighty-seven. His wife died at the residence

of a son in Wood county. Two children survive, one

of whom, Mrs Addlemann, resides in Peru.

Soon after several other families, by the names of

Keller, Kramer, Kilsheimer. Schnal and Weil, settled

in the north part* of town. After 1840, the town

settled rapidly with Germans, and they are now

largely in the majority. Among the earliest German
settlers in the northwest part of the town, who took

up land and have since brought it up to a high con-

|
dition of improvement, are William Scheid, who

j
came into the country in 1849, locating where ho

i now lives. Philip Scheldt, in 1859, followed soon

after by Philip Bahler. Philip Erf, William Stutts

and William Horn. Mr. Bahler emigrated to this

country from Germany in 1849. and settled in Peru,

after a residence of a few years in Lyme and Sherman

townships. Philip Erf also lived in Lyme a few years

previous to his settlement in Peru.

The following is a list of the white male inhabi-

tants, over the age of twenty-one years, residing in

Peru in the year 1827, as shown by the enumeration

of such inhabitants in Huron county, made by the

county assessor for the above year:

Pint-M»

E, C Parker Oliver W Slocum Benj. K. Parker

Salmon Vangilder

Jam** Vanllnr

Hora..e Johnson
Robert Xe«blt.

Calvin Brown,

John Nyman.
Da"™ sluborn

Levi R. Sutton Jacob Kilo Wllliatn Best.

George B Gaily Smith Barber. Gilbert Stevens

Lyman Ellis Wyatt Couk. Newell Adams
Thomas Tllwm. John Hindi}' Henry Adams
David Smith Joseph Ruggles Daniel Smith.

Thomas J. Smith Cyrui Smith James EUcnwood
Nathan W. Delano, Samuel B Turner. Samuel Turner

Homer W. Farmer Luther Hodge*. Benjamin D (iasier

Isaac 13 Smith Thomas Parker. Seth Parker

James Ashley Joel H Ashley John Howe
William Smith. William Oambcll I'sher (iambell.

Jacob H Wal liver Nelson Mead Isaac Stone

Samuel Taft. NoyeS Stone Jesse Smith.

William Tuggarl Charles Bclntaum. Phineas William*.

Moses <\ Saunders William C Prentl. Daniel (i Barker.

E/ra Collins Sterling Newonnib. Alexander Pierce,

Cornelius Milspaugh John S. Prentls.

Abram Warn-hard. Hansom B Elsworth Seth Backus

Mmisou Pond. Carlo* Keith. William Mclntvre
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EbeneZer Duiilou

Imwc Hoklvn
John Kaylliig.

John Nelson

H 1

1

hut Turner
Allien Ailams

Harry O Sheldon

Wm. H l.oiuher

Ji'hn HoMm,
Stephen M Tolles

Elijah Clary

Alirnm li'-nm. r

John Beach.

Pardon Wil»on.

CM*ta P.. well.

Ames W . Smith -

Will, p I Pierce

EU Nelson

Eiihu Clary

Robert MeCiee.

Jepttia Lawrence,

llenajah ttuntlr.

David Williams

FIRST EVEXT>.

The first couple married in the township was

George Douglass ami IVurlvy C. Clary. February 8,

1820. Mrs. Douglass suhseuVmtly, ami after the

death of her fust hushand, became the wife of Dr.

Moses C. Sanders.

The first birth was that of 11 son of Klihn and

Pearly Clary, bom October 12, 18 IB. The first female

birth was that of Ke/.iah Raymond, lorn February

22, 181 T. The first person that died in Pern was an

infant son of Levi II. and Catharine Sutton. The
child died November 2<>. 1820. Daniel Mack built

the first frame house in the township, in 1*20. The
house is still standing in the village of Macksville,

and is used as a dwelling.

The first house kept for the accommodation of

travelers was opened by Henry Attains, in the fall of

181»>. .Joseph Ruggles built an addition totheTillson

cabin in the fall of 1817, when he opened it as a tav-

ern. His sign was a | air of deer's horns, and the

tavern was called "The Buck Horn."

The first apple orchard planted, was set out by

Henry Adams in the spring of 1*17. the seed being

brought by his brother, Newell, from Vermont.

The earliest burials were in private bury ing grounds.

Some twenty or mote b<die- wete interred on the

farm of Henry Adams, but were subsequently re-

moved to the center burying ground.

Moses C. Sanders o| ened the first store at Macks-

ville, in 1820 or '21.

Dr. Sanders was the first doctor in this township,

and also the pioneer doctor of many of the surround-

ing town-. He was bom in Milford. Massachusetts,

in (he year 17'."'. He came to Rem in August. 1818.

and on the twenty-fifth of May, 1*:M, he married Mrs.

Pearly C. Douglass, uet Clary. In his early practice,

Dr. Sander* made hi* visits on foot, with hi- raddle-

bags on his arm. He would often walk to Fitehvillc,

a distance of twelve mile-, with m-thing to direct him

through the unbroken foiest but blazed trees, visit

his patients there, and return the same day. His

fees were usually paid in provisions, when his patients

could pay at all. From many he neither asked nor

expected anything, but he niinistorcd to their neces-

sities none the !«^ cluerfullv. He was iinivct-allv

esteemed for his many excellent traits of character.

He dml May I*. l>ot. aged sixty-seven.

EDt'CATIOXA L.

The fii^t school in the township was kept by Nancy
Adams, daughter of Kildad Adam-, of Greenfield, in

the snmnier i»f 1818. She luiii;ht in Mack-villo, in a

log hou.-c which stood where the frame house of Mr.

Fisher now stand-. In the fall of the same year, a

log school house was built, where the academy after-

wards stood, and the succeeding winter Jonas Leonard,

of Hronson, taught school in it, and was the first male

teacher in Peru. He had nearly fifty scholars en-

rolled, some of whom lived two miles and a half from

the school house. In the winter of 1*20*-"^ Henry

Adams ojHMied a school in his own house. He taught

for twelve dollars |>er month, and boarded himself,

and received his wages in work by the parents of the

pupils. The next winter Nelson Strong kept school

in the same place. A schojl house was built soon

after, on lot twenty-seven, the first school in which

was taught by Miriam Wilson, and the next by David

Williams.

I.I M A ACADEMY.

In the summer of 1*22. an academy was established

at Macksville. The priucip.il promoter* of the laud-

able enterprise were Dr. Moses C. Sanders, Harry < ».

Sheldon, Robert S. Smtthgate. Ebi'ti Guthrie and
Elijah Clary. The institution was incorporated under

the name of the "Lima Academic Society of Peru.

Huron couutv." The first annual meeting wm held

on the first Tuesday in August, 1*22. at which the

following persons were elected a board of trustees for

the then current year, viz.: Rev. Alvun Coe, presi-

dent: Dr. Moses C. Sanders, Dr. William Gardner,

Major F.ben Guthrie and Robert s. Soutbgate. Harry

0. Sheldon was elected clerk.

The school was opened the first Monday in Decem-

ber, 1822. with Amos B. Harris as principal teacher.

In a notice published in the Sandusky C/ariun,

November 13, 1822. announcing the prospective ojien-

iug, the following terms of tuition are given, viz.:

Tor orthography, reading and w rltitig, $i OS

Same wlili arithmetic and English grammar t

»

Orography, rhetoric ami composition . 3 00

Higher branch** of mathematics, l.itln ami Uncle language* . . 4 iW

The building was a two-story frame, unpaiuted,

ami -lood where the brick school house does now.

The institution was called Lima Academy, because of

the fact that it was then expected the name of the

village would be changed to Lima. The academy

bad an existence of only one year, but wo are not able

to state why it was abandoned as the school was full.

The building was afterward* used for a common
school, and as a house of worship by some of the

religious societies. It was bought a few years since,

by Jesse Kingsbury, of Macksville, and now forms a

part of In- tanning establishment in Macksville.

HELHilot >.

'I lie lir-l re •_• ous mei I i._ in I hi- tOD BShip M .-

held at the hiMlse of Elijah Clary, on Sunday, in

November. 1817. Major Guthrie and family settled

in Broiison the same week that Mr. Clary settled in

Peru, ami in the -aine vicinity. The two families

soon became acquainted, and in the course of the next

week after their arrival. I hey decided to hold a read-

ing service at Mr. Clary's the Sabbath follow ing, The
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WILLIAM N. MITCHELL.mm
The subject of this sketch is a native of Mont-

gomery Co., N. Y., where he was born, Jan. 1, 1799.

He is the eldest of a family of eleven children. His

parents were both natives of Huntingdon Co., N. J.

His father, James Mitchell, was Iwrn May 17, 1773

;

and his mother, Lorane Salton, Dec. 24, 1779. They

were married Jan. 1, 1797.

W hen William was about a year old his parents

removed to Onondaga Co., N. Y., and his early life

was passed in that and the adjoining county of Ca-

yuga. On becoming of age he decided to try his

fortune (as so many other young men were doing) in

the Western country ; and finally, in 1820, came to

Greenwich, Huron Co., and purchased a tract of wild

land, consisting of two hundred and eighteen acres,

which he proceeded to clear and fence. The country

was at that time thinly settled and heavily covered

with timber; but, by energy and industry, he re-

moval the forest from a large portion of his land,

erected a comfortable home, and soon found himself

the owner of a well-cultivated farm.

On the 18th of October, 1289, he was married to

Clarissa, daughter of Elias and Amanda Beach.

She is a native of Pomjwy, Onondaga Co., N. Y.,

where she was !>orn, Nov. 6, 1812. They have had

four children, two of whom died in infancy. The

surviving children are Philander L., born Aug. 19,

1833, and Elias B., born Dee. 30, 1839,—both mar-

ried anil residing on farms in Greenfield township.

In politics, Mr. Mitchell was originally a Jack-

sonian Democrat, but of late years he has voted and

acted with the Republican party. In religious l>c-

licf and church affiliation he and his wife are Bap-
'

tists.

Though now over four-score years of age, Mr.

Mitchell is still iu the enjoyment of comfortable

health. He has seen the country, of which he was

one of the first settlers, changed from an almost un-

broken forest to a cultivated region, and dotted with

the almdcs of men. By the blearing of God upon

his endeavors he is placed beyond the reach of want,

and ltoth he and the companion of his early man-

hood await, with the calmness of Christian hope,

their departure to a better land.
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meeting was held, and similar services regularly con-

tinued on the Sabbath through the winter, being held

ait the houses of the settlers in the vicinity. Rev.

Alvan Coe, during that winter, preached the first

sermon in the township. The next year the present

Congregational church at Macksville was formed. It

was organized by Rev. Messrs. Alvan Coe and William

Williams, missionaries of the Connecticut Missionary

society, at a school house near the widow Fay's, in

Kidgefield, April IS, ISIS, and was composed of the

following members: Ezra Strong, of Ridgefield:

Elijah Clary and wife, of Peru: Ezra Herrick and

wife, and Simeon Ammerman, of Bronson. No
otlicers were chosen at this time except a moderator

ami clerk, Elijah Clary being elected to the former

office and Ezra Strong to the latter. At a subsequent

meeting, held in pursuance of an act entitled. "An
act for the incorporation of religious societies," the

following officers of the society were chosen. James

Vanillic and Harry 0. Sheldon, of Pern, and Nathan

Sutliff, of Bronson, trustees; Harry 0. Sheldon,

clerk. The result of the election, and the name

chosen for the society, were certified by the trustees

to the county clerk, as follows:

W>, the undersigned, trustees of the Flr»t Presbyterian society of

Peru and Its vicinity, do certify that a meeting of a religion* society wax
held, according to the proTi»iou« of an act of le»tii.lniure, pa>«nl Feb-

ruary:.. 1H1». for the choice of officers of Mid society, in the township

of Peru, on the J»lh day nf September, all , and that the name of said

society is the Tina Presbyterian Society of Peru and its vicinity

OlTen under our hands and seals. Dated this *th day of November.
lS-'i JixuVaxTurc.

Nathan SiTurr. [i..n
j

H O Sheldow, [l.s.I

Tr*»tm.

The earliest record of the election of other officers

than those mentioned took place March 1, 1S2S. when

Elijah Clary and James Vantine were elected deacons

and Elijah Clary, Nathan Sutliff mid Solomon Van-

guilder a standing committee. The church employed

the Rev. James Mclntyre. a local Methodist preacher,

to preach for them. He was engaged rather than a

preacher of their own denomination because he would

take his pay in grain while in the other case half of the

salary would lie required in cash! The meetings were

at first held at the log cabin of Harry O. Sheldon,

who had been chosen clerk of the society—not of the

church, of which he was not a member. He subse-

quently drew a plan and a subscription for a meeting

house to be built of hewed logs. It was erected on

the line between Peru and Bronson, where the old

cemetery now is. In the fall of l&H, John Beach, a

licentiate of the Presbytery of Otsego. New York.

beglUI to preach for the church, and July 25, 1 Sit,

was ordained and installed, and remained till August

18. 1821). From this time until the close of 1833

the church had only occasional preaching. Muring

the year 1834 they were supplied by Rev. Samuel

Dunton. In is:}.
-

) Rev. E. P. Salmon became pastor

and continued three or four years. Rev. S. Stephens

began to labor July 13, and continued two year*.

Rev. E. P. Sperry was installed pastor June 28, 1842,

87

and officiated one half the time for about three years

and a half. October <!, 1847, Rev. J. M. Hayes was

installed pastor to labor one-half the time, and was

dismissed September 3. 1851. to open and take charge

of the Norwalk Female Seminary. Mr. Hayes' labors

as pastor of the church closed in March preceding his

dismissal, at which time Rev. E. Conger began his

labors with the church and officiated one-half of the

time for a number of years. Since Mr. Conger's pas-

torate. Rev. John MeCutcheon, Rev. John D. Mc-

Cord, Rev. Hubbard Lawrence, Rev. T. D. Barthol-

omew, and Rev, Augustus Cone have officiated as

pastors of the church. The last named began his

labors in February. 1878, and continues pastor up to

the present During Mr. Salmon's pastorate the

church was tilled with divisions and contentions. A
large portion of the church withdrew and united with

the Presbyterian Church in Bronson, then under

the care of Mr. Salmon. The church building at

Macksville was erected in 1835, costing two thousand

two hundred dollars. There are now about forty *

members of the church. Munson Gregory is clerk,

and George Lawrence. William J. Derby and John
McFarland, deacons.

The Sabbath school was organized in 1832 or '33,

Minor I/awrence being the first superintendent. The
school is now in a prosperous condition. It is held

in union with the M. E. Sabbath school, M. M. Hes-

ter of the latter church being the superintendent.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL IHII RCH.

The church was organized by Rev. James Mclntyre
at the old academy building in the winter of 1823-24,

and consisted of the following members: Brother

Tooker and wife. Pardon Wilson and wife, Samuel

;

Parish and wife. Henry Beam and wife. John Corbett

and wife, Harry 0. Sheldon. Mrs. A brain Reamer
and Mrs. Polly Pierce. The first-named was ap-

pointed class leader. They used the academy build-

ing as a place of worship until 1847, when the lot and
store building of Henry Terry, then recently deceased.

Were purchased and the building fitted up for a house
of worship. It was dedicated by Rev. W. L. Harris,

now bishop. The present brick church in Macksville

was erected, in 18«8, at a cost of three thousand

eight hundred and ninety-one dollars. It was dedi-

cated Sunday. October 25th of that year. Rev. T. F.

Hildreth preaching the dedication sermon. The fol-

lowing are the names of some of the early circuit

preachers: True Puttee, James Mclntyre. Shadrach
Ruark, John Hazard, Cyrus S. Carpenter, Joab
Ragan, Ebenezer R. Chase, Adam Mi near. The
present pastor is Rev. E. J. V. Booth, of Fairfield.

The membership is now fortv-six.

A Sabbath school was organized l^v Rev. Thomas
Dunn. in 1842. William (i. Mead being the first super-

intendent. The sehool unites with the Presbyterian,

M. M. He-ter being the superintendent.

A class was organized at the center of town about
the same time that the class at Macksville was formed,
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by Rev. True Puttee, and consisted of the following

members: Henry Adams and wife. Thomas THUon
and wife, Chat, Gardner and wife, and Meriani Smith.

Henry Adams was tlie first class leader. Meetings

were held in the school house at the center of town.

The class was finally absorbed by that at Macksville.

I NIVEKSAI.IST ( lit lt( II.

•'The First Universalis! Society in the county of

Huron" was organized at the house of Alden Pierce,

iu Greeutield. on the ^ Ttli of September, 1827.

Officers of the society were chosen as follows: Klihu

Clary, clerk; Alden Pierce, treasurer; Robert S.

Southgate, Monson Pond and Henjamin Washhurne,

trustees. An act of incorporation was passed by the

legislature of the State, February 24, 1S34. Rev. T.

Strong was the first preacher that came among them.

On the 2uth of January, 18;J8. a number of the mem-
bers of the above society, met and organized a church

in Peru, called the "First Universalist church of

Peru." Reuben Farley was pastor: Comfort Eaton

was elected clerk, and Mtinson Pond and A polios

Fay were chosen deacons.

A church building was erected at Macksville in

1840. The church records show the membership

to be about ninety—but death and removals have re-

duced the number considerably. The present pastor

of the church is A. L. Rice, who recently began his

labors. H. H. Clark is clerk: Henry I). Williams,

treasurer; H. H. Clark, W. H. Smith and Walter

Franklin, trustees.

BAPTIST CUCRXH.

The earliest meeting by the members of this society,

was a conference and praise meeting held at the

house of Arunab Baton on the 26th day of Augu*t.

1887. Klder Asahcl Morse was present, aud was their

first preacher. The church was organized January

ls:5s. at the school house, near Pe u center.

Klder Morse acted as moderator of the council, and

S. R. Webster, clerk. The following named persons

ivert the constituent members, via.; Airmail Baton,

John S. Sayre, Mary Say re, Eliphalet Brooks, Effa

Brooks. Edward Eaton, Mary Ann Eaton, L. Hodge,

Hepsibah Eaton. Hcpsjhali Parker. Eleanor Mc-

Mitclicll, Abigail Allison, Thomas Hughsoii, Daniel

Morse, Joannah Morse, Daniel Perry. Eleanor Eaton.

The meetings after organization were generally at the

school houses. A house of worship was erected iu

Macksville in 1840, at a cost of about eight bnndred

dollars. The membership is now—January, 18?!!

—

forty-five. The pastor is Rev. J. P. ]>lip, of Olena.

Officers, C. W. Atbcrton, clerk: J. Kingsbury and

wife, Charles Ree, G. W. Morse and William, Mitchell,

delegate-.

A Sabbath school was organized in 1S41, with

Brothers Water- and Terry, superintendents. The
school now numbers thirty-two scholar-, with J.

Kingsbury, superintendent.

ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

TIIK LI Til EHA X CHl'liCH,

situated in the western part of the town, was organi-

j

zed in I8"»i», by Rev. William Shmogrow. with alw.it

thirty mem I ers. In 1800, the church building was

erected, costi g eight hundred dollars. The dedica-

tion sermon was preached by Mr. Shmogrow. There

is now. January. 1879, a membership of t hirU -seven.

Rev. Charles Ulrich, of Xorwalk, is pastor.

A Sabbath school was organized in the summer of

1878, of a !.ou: fort) scholars, ol which Louis Hoff-

man is the superintendent.

The first teni|>erinee society in the township was

organized in ISM, with Simon Spaulding. president,

and Seth C. Parker, secretary. During the first four

years of its existence, three hundred and fifty-seven

I

members joined the organization.

TIIK PER l' DIVISION. SONS OF TEMPEKVNCE,

an existing organization, was instituted December

4, 1878. the officers of which are as follows: C.

Woodruff, W. P.: Mrs. E. Clark. W. A.: J. H.

I

Snyder. R. S. ; Miss Kate Hester, A. R. S. ; G. R.

Gregorv. F. S.: R. S. Danforth, F.; M. X. Hester,

chaplain: F. J. Hard. C: Mrs. J. E. Woodruff.

A. C.j Mrs. H. Howe, I. S. : W. H. Smith. A. S.
;

H. L. Derby, P. W. S.; W. H. Smith, D. G. W. P.

The memU'rship is. at the present writing, (January,

187i>.) forty-three. The meetings of the society art-

held in the school house in Macksville.

POST office.

The first post office was established in ISIS, under

the name of Pent. Thomas Tillson was appointed

postmaster, ami kept the office in his own house, on

lot twenty-eight. The location of the office was un-

satisfactory to the residents of Macksville, and Mr.

Tillson. after serving a few months, was sii|>er.«etled

bv Moses ('. Sanders, ami the location of the office

changed to Macksville. where it has since remained,

the name being Peru. The present postmaster is ('.

Woodruff.

ORGANIZATION.

The township, prior to 1880, then called Vreden-

burg, was annexed t<> Greenfield for township pur-

poses. The first election as an independent township

was held on tie third day of April, IS2o, at the house

of Jo-eph Ruggles. on lot number twenty-eight, and

resulted a- follows: Klihu Clary, clerk: Elijah Clary.

Richardson Eaton and James Vantine, trustees;

Daniel Mack and Newell Adams, fence viewers; Joel

Clark and Alexander Pierce, overseers of the poor:

Thomas Tillson ami Eli Nelson, appraisers of prop-

erty: James Ashley, treasurer.

Thomas Tillson was elected a justice of the ju'ace

while the township was attached to Greenfield. [lis

Commission from Governor Brown was dated January

18. 181'.*. He held his office in his own house, on lot

!

twenty-eight. The earliest record of a justice of the
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jH-ace being chosen after the town was organized sepa-

rutflly, was on the 21st of April, 1821, when Phineas

Williams was chosen to that office. He wad followed

by Elihn Clary, Moses C. Sanders, Jr., A. Jenning,

Abel Tracy, O. W. Slocum, B. F. Morse and others,

for the east part of the town. The first justice of

the peace in the west part of the township was

Thomas Tillson, followed by Daniel Smith. Arunah

Katun, Levi K. Sutton and others. Mr. Sutton served

in that capacity for about thirty years, his term of

service commencing in April, 1834. The first report

of the township treasurer, dated March 1. 1821 wa-

ns follows:

Money recemxl jOVOI)

Money pal.l out 00 00

Amount remaining in lr<*a*Ury 03.09

Due Elihu Clary. per order from trustee* for n blank liook. pur-

chiael 1.09

Ttttftl amount of expenditure* for the year t 00

Signed: Ja*E8 Ashlet, Trratnrtr.

A««t: Euhu Clabv, Tmcnjbtf Clerk.

It will be seen from the above report that no charge

was made by township officers for services rendered.

Such was the ease for eight or ten years subsequent to

the organization of the township.

The poll book of an election in Peru for State and

county offivrs, held October 10, 1825, contains the

names of twelve electors, as follows: Simon Raymond,
Abner Mack, Thomas Tillson. William Smith, Wyatt

Cook. Hibbard Smith, Henry Adams, Elihu Clary,

Newell Adams. Joseph Ruggles, James Ashley, Rich-

ardson Eaton. Wyatt Cook. Hibbard Smith and

Newell Adams were judges of election, and Elihn

Clary and Henry Adams, clerks. In the list of can-

didates we find the name of Henry Adams, who
received one vote each for governor anil county com-

missioner. At the election for justice of the peace,

held October 9. 1821, there were forty-six votes
(

polled, of which Thomas Tillson received forty-four,

and Henry Adams and Thomas Prentice one each.

ix< IDKNTS.

Aunt Polly Pierce used to relate many incidents of

pioneer life in Peru, only one of which, however,

touching her own exi>erienee, has been preserved. In

the summer. 1816, accompanied by her little dog, she

went through the dense forest on a brief visit to her

father-in-law, Alden Pierce, in Greenfield. The fam-

ily supplied her with a quantity of provisions, which

she carried home with her. and, when within a mile

of her cabin, she encountered a huge bear, which

seemed intent, on making a meal, either of the trav-

eler, her provisions, or the dog. The heroic- woman,
however, was determined that old bruin should have

neither, and, taking her provisions under one arm.

and the dog, crouched through fear at her feet, under

the other, ran for dear life to her home, which she i

reached in safety, but not a moment two soon, as the

brute was but a few rods behind her when she arrived

at the door of her cabin.

The following incident in the life of Levi R. Sut-

ton will serve to illustrate tho difficulties the early

settlers experienced in obtaining breadstuffs for their

families, before they could raise their own grain. In

the spring of 1818. being nearly out of corn for

bread, he sent a man with some maple sugar to Cold

creek to exchange for com, which, when obtained,

was to be taken to Hunt's mill to be ground. The
man, failing to return w^frin a reasonable time, Mr.

Sutton mounted an old horse that ran in the woods

and started in search of him, and met him about ten

o'clock on his return home, but without either Hour

or the sugar. He had sold the sugar to a man in

Venice, who e.rjw/ed to have some corn to pay for it

in about two week*. Mr. Sutton proceeded to Venice,

but the man who purchased the sugar was absent

from home and did not return until the following

day. He hat] on hand a small quantity of corn, but

it was desired by a few of his neighbors, who pre-

vailed upon the owner to pay Mr. Sutton the money

for his sugar, which was accordingly tendered, but

which Mr. Sutton refused to receive, telling the man
the situation of his family with respect to food, the

double journey to Venice, his long wuitmg for his

return, and so forth, and the man finally let him

have the corn. Mr. Sutton then took it to the mill

at Colli creek, got it ground just before night, and

then returned home, where he arrived, to the great

joy of his family, about midnight.

mills.

The first mill in this township was built by Daniel

Mack in the year 1816 or '17, on the East branch, a

short distance below the bridge in Macksville. Short-

ly after he put in a run of stone for grinding grain.

This was a great convenience to the settlers living in

this township and in Bronson, as it saved them long

journeys in order to obtain their grists. Mr. Mack
subsequently erected a grist mill on the location of the

present grist mill in Macksville, using the same run

of stone.

In 1820 or '21 Charles and Richard Gardner built a

saw mill on Huron river where that of Charles Smith
now stands. A few years after, Charles Gardner es-

tablished at the same place a fulling mill and a card-

ing machine. He operated these mills about six years

and then sold them to Alanson Archie.

In thd Spring of 1823, Munson Pond moved into the

township from Knox county and shortly afterward, in

partnership with Robert S. Southgato, erected on the

East branch of the Huron, the location of the present

saw mill of Henry D. Williams, a saw mill, with a

building designed for carding and cloth dressing, but

was finally occupied by Prince Haskell, Jr., as a grist

mill. Haskell was afterwards bought out by Mcgsrs.

Soutbgale and Pond, who then sold a fourth interest

in their mills to Carlos Keith, a son-in-law of Mr.

Pond. The present grist mill in the village of Macks-

ville was built by Ezra Smith in 1831. He operated

it until his death, some ten years after, when the mill

was bought by a Mr. Palmer of Monroeville. A later

owner was Thomas Thuomey, of whose widow the
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present owner. Jacob Boohm, purchased the property

some thirteen years since. The mill has three run of

stone. The main building is forty-five by sixty feet,

three stories high with basement. The mill can be

run by either water or steam, the engine being a

thirty horse power.

The grist mill of .J. D. Mason, situated on the

Huron, in the southwest part of the township, was

erected by Pickett Lattimer in the year 1840. He
operated it about twenty years when he sold to the

present proprietor. The building is forty by sixty

feet, three stories, and has three run of stone.

There is also a saw mill at this point, established

originally by Lutimer, but it has since been rebuilt.

It is now owned by J. D. Mason. The first mills at

this place were established by Thomas Parker who
built a combined saw and grist mill in 1821.

THE VILLAGE.

Maeksville, the only village in the township, is sit-

uated on the r^ast branch of the Huron, near the cast

town line. It derived its name from Daniel Mack,
the original owner of the land on which the village

stands. The town site was subsequently owned joint-

ly by Moses C. Sanders. John Nelson. John Atwater
and John (i. Taylor. We find in several successive

numbers of the ChtrioHt in the summer of ]822, a no-

tice, published by the above gentlemen, announcing
their intention of making application to the court of

common pleas at the fall term of that year to change
the name of the village to Luna. Whether the ap-

plication was made, or made and denied, we are not

able to say. but the name was not changed. Dr.

Sanders kept the first store here in a small log house.

Maeksville was formerly a place of considerable activ-

ity. At one time there were four stores, two distil-

leries, three breweries, two asheries, and a hotel which
frequently kept twenty to twenty-five teams and team-
sters over night. This was before the time of rail-

roads and when the wagon trade was something im-

mense. The place has now four churches, a school,

one general store, one flouring-mill, two blacksmith

shops, one cooper shop, one carriage shop, one harness
shop, one paint shop, a shoemaker, a tailor and a

broom maker. The post otfice is also located here,

the name of which being Peru the village is generally

so called.

Biographical Sketches.

DEAN CLAPP.

It is a pleasure to record, on tin- pages of history,

the deeds of a meritorious life as an example worthy
t<> be imitated by the young. Ami such, emphati-
cally, was the life of him whose name stands at the

head of this page.

Mr. Clapp was born among the green hills of Ver-

mont, in the town of Barnard. Windsor county,

January 15, 1803. His father, Benjamin Clap)), was

a native of the same State, ami was prominently iden-

tified with its agricultural interests. He was placed

by his fellow-citizens in many important positions, at

one time holding the office of judge. He was born

October 11. 1?02, and was married to Polly Dean.

March 23. 1788. She was born in Windsor county,

February 26, 1T'*>2. Their family consisted of eleven

children, the subject of this sketch being next to the

youngest. They both lived to a green old age, the

husband passing away June 2*5. 1840. followed by his

wife February 22. 184*.

His parents being in limited circumstances, young

Dean received the benefits of only a common school

education. On arriving at maturity, he was married.

May 11), 1828, to Betsey M.. daughter of Dr. Samuel

and Mercy (Southgate) Dan forth, who was l»orn in

the place first named above, Decembei 30, 180.*>. The
young couple, seeing no hope of bettering their con-

dition in the place of their birth, turned their atten-

tion to the far west: and, in the fall of the year after

their marriage, gathered their worldly effects together

and started for "the land of promise"—their western

wilderness home.

On their journey to Ohio, they stopjied at Alexan-

dria, New York, where he obtained work in teaming

and harvesting: but. unfortunately, he loaned two

hundred dollars of their capital to irresponsible par-

ties; so that, on reaching their destination, they had

but sixty-five dollars remaining. They purchased a

piece of wild land in Pern township, Huron countv,

paying fifty dollars down, which left them only fifteen

dollars to begin with. Not a tree had been cut. and

they had but a few articles, brought with them from

Vermont, with which to commence housekeeping,

when they moved upon their farm in the winter of

1830. But perseverance, industry and energy must

win the day at last. And so. by their united efforts,

they were enabled to build themselves a home, and

leave to their children an inheritance, accumulated by

endeavors of which their descendants may justly he

proud.

Mr. Clapp was always engaged in agricultural pur-

suits. He was prominently connected with the Huron
county agricultural .society, having been one of its

first incorporators, and having held the office of presi-

dent and trustee for many years. On his death, the

board of trustees passed appropriate resolutions.

In polities. Mr. Clapp was a republican, and held

many offices of trust in Huron county. He was

county cotnini«-ioner in 1852. one of the members of

the first board of trustees of the infirmary, and ap-

pointed by the governor of the State as one of the

appraisers of the school lands located on the Western

He-ei ve. In religion- belief he was a Universalis! and.

for many year*, was deacon and trustee of the First

Universalis Church of Peru. His death occurred

December 11. 1805; and seldom, in any community,
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has the loss of a citizen been more deeply felt. He
was always a trusted friend and neighbor, a kind

husband and father, and in him Peru lost one of its

most prominent pioneers.

Mr. and Mrs. Clapp had three children, whose

names and brief domestic history are as follows:

Aro D., born July 22, 1830, was married February 3,

1858, to Helen, daughter of Aruua and Mary Ann
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Eaton, of Peru. They reside on a farm located in

Norwalk township, and have a family of two children,

and Mrs. Clapp 'resides with them. Mary Isabella,

born January 18, 1834, is married to Dr. Alfred

Terry, a dentist, of Norwalk. Henry Seymour, born

October 21, 1841, married Sarah, daughter of Alvin

and Parmela Bright man. of Branson. He resides at

the old homestead in Pern, and has two ehildreu.

Mr. r. B Ellsworth. Mrs. R. B. Ellsworth.

RANSOM B. ELLSWORTH,

Ransom B. Ellsworth, boru in Windsor, Vermont,

November 11. 180O, at an early age removed to Onta-

rio county, New York. He married then- Eliza

Prentiss, and the young couple removed to Fairfield,

Huron county, and settled about half a mile north of

the present village, being one of the very foremost

pioneers of the township, and sharing the severe toil

of clearing and improving. He was the first justice

of the peace elected in Fairtield, and held the office

for three years. He moved into Peru township in

1821t, and lived for almut one year at the little village

of Maeksville. His wife died the same year. In 1831,

he married his second wife, Louisa Barker, and re-

moved to his present location, lot number three, in

the Parker tract. His second wife died in 1S4?. and

in the following year he married his present wife.

formerly Mrs. Susan Morey, born in Dutchess county,

New York, December 8, 1813, but since 1847 a resi-

dent of Peru. She had one daughter, Georgianna,

who married D. Brooks, and is resident in the town-

ship, and a son. Willard, now in Flat Rock, Michi-

gan. Mr. Ellsworth has had in all eleven children,

three of whom nre living, viz: Amanda (Mrs. N.

Edwards), in Minnesota: Allen, in Toledo, and

Maria (Mrs. J. Drury). in Canada. Mr. and Mrs.

Ellsworth are now aged respectively seventy-nine and

sixty-six. Mr. Ellsworth is one of those men who.

having begun in a new country, empty-handed, the

struggle for a livelihood for himself and family, has

succeeded in gaining that condition in life which

allows hmi the ease and comfort which he has so well

earned by years of toil ami privation. lie has a

finely cultivated farm of ahout sixty-five acres, and a

comfortable home.
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PHYSICAL FEATURES.

The surface of the township is geueralK unduhiting.

The Union river enters it about u mile west of the

southeast corner, runs a winding, hut, generally,

northwest course through the township, and leaves

it a little less than a mile east of the northwest cor-

ner. There are several small tributaries, the largest

of which is the west branch, which drains the western

part of the town.

The original varieties of timber, east of the river,

were principally white wood, black walnut, beech and
maple, with some white oak, butternut and basswood.

West of the river, white and black oak, hickory, beech

and maple were the leading varieties. The soil is a

loam of a sandy or gravelly nature, east of the river,

and a clay loam west of it.

There is a stone quarry on the east bank of Hurou
river, owned and worked by Elias Easter. It was

first opened by Kara Smith, at an early date. The
quarry underlies a considerable tract of land, with a

dip to the southeast, extending into Fairfield town-

ship, and is sandstone of the newer formation. The
stone varies from an inch to twelve inches in thick-

ness, and is largely used for building and flagging.

There exists also, on the farm of Mr. Boater, bog iron

ore. but in what quantity is not known.

In ls-17 or 'IS. Mr. Harlan E. .Simmons, while

plowing through an excavation on his farm, made by

a large uprooted tree, came upon two copper kettles,

one a five-pail, and the other a three-pail kettle, the

latter within the former, ami both lying Kit torn

upward-. By whom they were buried, and for what

purpose, can, <>f course only be conjectured, but they

were evidently buried ut an early period, both as

indicated by the appearance of the vessels, and by

the -ize <>f the tree under which they were placed.

One of the kettles is now in the cabinet of relies of

the Fire-lands Historical Society, and the other in

the pos-i-s-ioti of Alon/.o L. Simmons.

SETTLEMENT IXD SETTLERS.

The tir-t person that came into the township of

Greenfield, for the purpose of settlement, wu- William

McKelvey. Jr.. who arrived from Trumbull count}

in the year 1810. fie purclntset] one hundred and

C-lit
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six acres of land of Caleb Palmer, of New Haven

township, on lot uutuber twenty-five, in the second

section of tins township, paying for it in work. In

1811, he cleared eleven and a half acres and sowed it

to wheat. He had harvested his crop and was putting

it in stack when the news of Hull's surrender reached

the settlement. He immediately returned to Trum-

bull county, where his father and the rest of the

family were then living, and joined the army as a

volunteer for six months. In the spring of 1814 he

returned to Greenfield, bringing, with a four-horse

team and wagon, his brother-in-law. Truman Gilbert,

and his family. His wheat had been burned during

his absence, evidently by the Indians. The loss was

considerable, as breadstuff's were then high. He after-

wards Itought fifteen bushels of the wheat left in

stack by Erastus Smith, on his flight to Trumbull

county, for which he paid forty-rive dollars, thresh-

ing it himself. Judging from the yield of Mr.

Smith's crop and the juice he received for what he

sold, Mr. McKelvey's loss was about twelve hundred

dollars. In December, IS 1 T, he married Snlotna Ash-

Icy, daughter of James Ashley, of Peru township,

and built a distillery the same year on Huron river,

on lot twenty-six, section two, the upper story of

which he occupied as a dwelling. A number of years

afterwards he built a log house on his farm on the

center road, where Robert Arthur now lives, and took

up his abode there. He moved to Hardin county

in ls:}5, remained six years and then returned to this

township, where he has since resided. His first wife

died in 1853, and in the fall of 1S54 he married Mrs.

Electa Grant, with whom he is now living at Green-

field center. Mr. McKelvey was born in Westmore-

land county, Pennsylvania^ July 31, 1790. In 1804

he and his father, William McKelvey, Sr., came to

Ohio, selecting a location in Palmyra township, Por-

tage county, the rest'of the family following the next

year. In 1806 or 180? the family removed to Trum-
bull county. William McKelvey. Sr., removed to this

township in 1815, and settled on lot twenty-six, in

the second section. In 1819 lie moved to the town-

ship of Plymouth, Richland county, where he after-

wards died.

Truman Gilbert settled on the north and south

center road, on lot thirty-six. He subsequently moved

to York township, Sandusky county, and died there.

The first family that settled in Greenfield was that

of Hanson Read. Mr. Read ma a native of Connec-

ticut and was born June 4, 1 While a boy, his

parents removed to Hath, New York. In 1810, ho

married Elizabeth Powers of Beavertown, Pennsyl-

vania, and in April, 1811, removed to this township

jn company with Abram Powers (his wife's father),

Jacob Rush (his hired man), James Wilson, who sub-

sequently became a settler in this township. Caleb

Palmer, who settled in New Haven, and John Laylin,

who settled in Eldridge, now Berlin. They reached

Greenfield on the first day of May. after a tedious

journey. For a great part of the way there was no

D ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO. 215

road, only such as the emigrants cut as they traveled.

The first night in Greenfield the family slept on the

ground under a tree.

A short time after their arrival. Abram Powers

went into the woods in search of the cows, and the

day being cloudy, lost his direction and wandered

about for live days and nights before reaching his

home. He subsisted on roots and berries, and came

in very much exhausted. Every effort had been

made by his associates to find the lost man, but with-

out success. Mr. Read built his cabin in the fourth

section on lot number thirty-two. It, indeed, was a

lonely dwelling, being among the very first in what is

now Huron county. The first year of their settle-

I
ment the family had to go to Cuyahoga county, or to

Mt. Vernon, Knox county, with their grist, and to

Mansfield for the few groceries they needed.

April 25. 1812, their son Franklin was born, which

was the first birth of civilized parents in the town-

ship and one of the earliest in the county.

In 1814. Mr. Head sold his fartfl to James Wilson,

and commenced, with Mr. Powers, the erection of

the grist mill on Huron river, as mentioned elsewhere,

Soon after it was built, Mr. Head sold the mill to a

man by the name of Carkhuff, and moved to the

township of Norwalk. about a mile and a half south

of where the village of Norwalk now is. purchasing

his land of Samuel B. Lewis. Mr. Read built a saw

mill here in 1817-18. ami a gristmill in 1841, the

first in the township. In 182<], he removed to

Perrvshiirg. Ohio, and took a job of road-making on

the turnpike. He lived but a few months after his

settlement there, and his family subsequently returned

to Norwalk township. Mrs. Head afterward> became

the wifeof Perez Miner, whom she also survived, and

finally removed, with a son. to Ingham county, Mich-

igan, where she subsequently died. There were six

children, all buys, and all of whom are living. Frank-

lin, the eldest, resides in Norwalk township, a mile

south of the village, aged sixty-seven: James resides in

Ingham county. Michigan: Eli and Dennis live in

Wisconsin: Abram lives in Missouri, and Kansler in

Indiana.

In October, 1811, a little company, consisting of

Erastus Smith and family, of wife and three chil-

dren: Samuel C. Spencer, a brother of Mrs. Smith,

Cyrus W. Marsh, and Buel Ensign started from

Vernon, Trumbull county, Ohio, for the Fire-lands,

arriving in Greenfield about the first of November.

They brought with them two wagons, four yoke of

oxen, three cows, and twenty-three hogs. After cross-

ing the Cuyahoga they were strictly pioneers. The
country was a vast wilderness, not a house to be seen

on their route west of the Cuyahoga river, until the

lonely cabin of Hanson Head, in Greenfield, was

reached. Mrs. Smith and her children remained at

the house of Mr. Read until the men could roll up a
house, which wa< built on the place now occupied by

Hiram Smith. The house was indeed a primitive

dwelling place when the family moved into it, being
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without a door or window, and had only a few feet

square of puncheon Hour. A door and window were

soon provided, however, made also of puncheons, aud

the family lived in comparative comfort through the

winter which was a very severe one. It was with dif-

ficulty that the cattle were wintered through. They

subsisted largely on shrubs, and twigs of trees which

were cut down for them to browse on. The hogs ran

in the woods, and fed on the abundant mast, or

"shack" which the forest yielded. The next spring

these hogs all went hack to Vernon, in Trumbull

county, where they were subsequently found by Mr.

Smith, on his return, during the excitement of the

war of 1812. Mr. Smith was burn in Hartlund. Con-

necticut, January T, K84, ami migrated with his

parents to Trumbull county, Ohio, in K99. Decem-

ber, 19, 1»M.'), he married Miss Fanny Spencer, daugh-

ter of Samuel and Lydia Spencer, also of Hartland.

Connecticut, who moved with their family to Trum-
bull county, in 1802. Mr. and Mrs. Smith resided in

the township of Vernon, in said county, until their

removal to Greenfield, its previously stated. Erastus

Smith, was a man of much force of character and in-

telligence, and was for years one of the leading men
of the settlement. He was foremost in favoring and

promoting everything pertaining to the general im-

provement of the infant settlement. His death uc-

curred July K3, 1820. Mrs. Smith is yet living and

will have reached the advanced age of ninety-four

years, if she lives until Decerning 7, 1*79. She was

in the truest sense, a helpmeet of her husband, shar-

ing with him the many privations of that early time

with a remarkable courage. She retains a wonderful

memory of early events, anil has been our main reli-

ance in the collection of facts embraced in the history

of this township. There were seven children, viz.

:

Martin, (deceased), Lydia, now Mrs. Dennison Bas-

com. living in the township of Norwich: Truman and

Erastus, (deceased); Lester, residing in Branson;

Hiram, residing in Greenfield, on the old homestead;

and Henrietta, (Mrs. Thomas Cone, deceased.) Mrs.

Smith has living, three children, twenty nine grand-
children, and forty great-grand children, the oldest

child being seventy years of age, and the oldest grand-

child twenty-three.

The following is one of many incidents in the life

of Mrs. Smith, which are worthy of record, as illus-

trating the jK-rils which surrounded the homes of the

pioneers: One day while her husband was in the har-

vc-t-ficld. Mr*. Smith left the house fur a few moments
aud on her return saw a huge black snake crawling

aero-* the head-board of the lied on which her young-

est child lay sleeping. The reptile disappeared under
the floor of the house. Mrs. Smith raised one of the

puncheons, and with the longs, threw the snake out on

the hearth, where it was seiztd and killed b\ the dog.

The two families previously mentioned, with their

hired men. Jacob Rush and Cyrus W. March, were

the only inhabitant- of the town-tup at the time of

Hull's surrender, in August. 181*. A short time

after that event, another transpired which occasioned

feelings of great apprehension and alarm, not only to

the pioneers of Greenfield, but to the inhabitants of

the entire Reserve. Information came, and spread

rapidly, that the British and Indians were approach-

ing the settlements, with intent to massa.re the

inhabitants. A large party had been ^een landing

at Huron, which was supposed to be the forces of the

enemy. Johnny Appleseed brought the dreadful

intelligence to Greenfield. After the surrender of

Detroit, he was engaged by the settlers of this town-

ship and New Haven to go to'Huron for the news

once a week. One morning, about nine o'clock, he

returned, riding rapidly, and shoutiug, "Run for

your lives ! The Indians are killing everybody and

burning their property !"

Intense excitement ensued, and preparations for

flight were immediately begun. Clothing, bedding

and some other household goods, were jwtcked up,

the cattle collected, and at evening, with teams and

wagons, a start was made for New Haven. The
progress of the travelers was slow, and it was late in

the night when they reached the house of Caleb

Palmer. Bc.-ides the family of Mr. Palmer, there

were then living in New Haven a family by the name
of Woodcock, Ahan Cue and wife. Luther Cue and
James M clntyre. The next day (Saturday) the whole

company started south, with four teams and wagons.

For a distance of fifteen miles, a road had to be cut

every rod of the way. It was an exceedingly wet

time, too, and the streams were much swollen, ren-

dering them difficult of passage, the teams and stock

being compelled to swim across some of them. The
company reached the Black Fork, a brunch of the

Muskingum river, by evening of the first day, and

pitched their tent on the bank for the night. Hun-
gry and worn with fatigue, their clothing and bedding

drenched with rain, which had been almost continuous

during the journey, and haunted with visions of the

red coal and -calping-knife, the situation of the

fugitives was indeed a deplorable one. They slept

upon the wet ground as bc«t they could, aud the next

morning pushed on. In the evening of the second

day, while making preparations for a night's rest, a

report reached them that they were being pursued by

Indians, who were only a short distance behind them.

The wagons with their stores were left in care of

two of the men ami the rest of the p rty pressed on,

the women and children riding upon the horses. Af-

ter proceeding a short distance it was decided to bring

up the wagons, and the teams with two men returned

for tlieni. Fredcriektown, Knox county, was finally

reached, when they learned of the falsity of the last

alarm, which aro-e from the fact of a fleeing parti

frantically .-hunting for help, who had lost their way
in the woods.

After a week's rest in Fredericktown the families

of r. Ivad and Mr. Smith, and Mrs. Ahan t oe M re-

turned lo Mansfield and started for Trumbull couutv

b\ way of \Voo<ter.
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SAMUEL McCAMMON, M.D.

Tlie late Dr. Samuel McCammon was for many

years a resident of Greenfield, and his good qualities

both as man and physician were almost universally

liked and respected. Very few, indeed, were those

who OOUld be counted in any other category than

that of his friends.

Dr. McCammon was born near Pittsburg, Pa.,

Jan. 3, 1821, and his parents, Samuel and Elizabeth

McC'ammon, who were at that time living upon a

farm, moved two yrars later to Richland Co., Ohio,

and settled in the vicinity of Mansfield.

When his son was four years of age the father

died. When the boy l>ecamc twelve years of age he

licgan an apprenticeship at the saddle-making trade,

at which he afterward worked for a short time. But

having a strong desire for study, it was gratified by

an attendance at the common schools in Mansfield

and Fredcricktown.

I lis taste soon turned toward medical subjects, and

he determined to become a physician. His first in-

struction in this es|H.rial field of science was received

in Norwalk, under the now venerable Dr. John

Tittt, and began in December, 1842. He afterward

attended two courses of lectures at the Willoughby

(I^ake County) Medical College.

In March, 1845, he began the practice of medicine

in Greenfield, which was quite a thriving, busy vil-

lage. He was successful, and slowly but surely built

up a practice which gave him a large ride, and

brought him the means necessary to a comfortable

condition of life. Not long after beginning he was

able to buy the lot where his widow now resides, and
1 later to purchase the farm adjoining.

Dr. McCammon, during the whole of his profes-

sional career in Greenfield, was highly esteemed, and

his practice was large until toward the close of his

life, when, for a few years, his health was im|>aired by

a chronic ailment which made the travel incident to

the profession very painful and at times impossible.

He practiced in Greenfield more years than any other

physician, and for most of the time was the only

doctor iu the place. He was associated for a period

of about one year with Dr. B. F. Morse, who after-

ward practiced in Peru township.

The doctor was married, Sept. 7, 1848, to Philene,

daughter of Lebo and Polly Blackmail, old settlers

in Greenfield. She was Iwrn in this township, Aug.

27, 1828, and is still living, three of her children

being with her. The first-horn son of Dr. and Mrs.

McCammon, George L., was liorn June 26, 1851,

and died Oct. 3, 1856. The other children are Frank

B., born Oct 5, 1855; Edward L., born Aug. 16,

1858; and Laura, born July 9, 1861.

Dr. McCammon died Aug. 2, 1870, having been

sick and confined to his home for several months

previous. His last professional call was made in

February of the same year.

Although not connected with any church, Dr.

McCammon was a man of religious feeling and of

strict rectitude of character. During his sickness he

expressed himself as being without fear, and he

|

passed away peacefully and quietly.
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Abram Powers, who bad returned to Pennsylvania,

hearing of the excitement among the settlers of the

Reserve, and fearing for the safety of his children, of

whom he had three residing on the Fire-lands, came
to Ohio, arriving at Mansfield the evening of the day

Mr. Heed and family left. But he met there his two

daughters, Mrs. Woodruff and Phoebe Powers, who
hud been residing at the mouth of Huron river. The
th latter had been teaching school there. He found

them both lying at the point of death, which with the

failure to find Mr. Read ami family, greatly depressed

him. James Melntyre, who was equal to almost any

emergency, proposed to overtake them on foot. Mr.

Powers expostulated with him, but he insisted on a

trial, and did overtake them the next day- Mr. Read

and family returned to Mansfield, but soon went to

Fredericktown, where they remained during the sum-

mer. Mr. Read made several trips during the sum-
mer to his house in Greenfield, and he found that it

had been entered by Indians and every article of

household furniture that had not been removed or

concealed was destroyed or carried off.

In December of the same year, Mr. Read returned

to Greenfield with his family, but rej>orts were

so frequent of Indian depredations that he soon

moved south again, and remained until January 1.

1S14. when he returned to his former residence and

remained.

Mr. Smith and family, and Mrs. Coe. made the

journey to Trumbull county with two horses. Mra.

Smith with two of her children riding on one horse,

and Mrs. Coe on the other with the thin! child,

while Mr. Smith accompanied them on foot.

When a few miles beyond Wooster, they stopped at

a farm-house in which the terrified inhabitants in the

neighborhood had taken refuge from apprehended

danger, and while there a false alarm was raised that

the Indians had taken Wouster. when the inmates all

fled to the woods, with the exception of Mr. Smith

and family, who, with their previous experience, de-

termine*! to await, this time, the actual approach of

danger. Being very much fatigued by the toilsome

journey, and needing rest, they appropriated to their

use the vacated beds and were soon asleep. But

they were not permitted to rest long, one of the

fleeing party returning and insisting on their going

to the woods. They started, but in a short time re-

turned and again retired, and soon after the- whole

party returned from the woods. The alarm is said

to have arisen from the noise made by a horse pawing

in a feed-trough, which was supposed to be the guns

of the enemv. The inhabitants were in such a -tatc

of agitation that an alarm, however improbable,

would cause an immediate flight. Mr. Smith and his

company pursued their journey and reached their place

of destination in safety. The next fall he returned to

Fredericktown for his cattle and goods, which he had

left there, but learning of the murder of a family,

while traveling over the road which he expected to

take, he went back to Vernon without them. Soon

after, Samuel C. Spencer and Cyrus W. Marsh took

the property through. Mr. Smith and family re-

mained in Vernon until February. 1815, when they

returned to their abandoned home in Greenfield

Their house had been used by the Indians as a stable

for their horses, but six acres of wheat, which was left

in stack a mile or so from the house— the most val-

uable, perhaps, of the property abandoned—remained

untouched.

It is impossible for the young people of the present

I

day to understand the conditions of living in the new

settlement. The first settlers in Greenfield were

among the first in the county, and they were com-

pletely isolated from all the appliances of civilization.

The nearest mill, at which grinding was done, was

at Owl Creek, a- great many miles distant, through

an unbroken forest. The grain was ground in the

order of its reception at the mill, and sometimes

several days would be consumed in going to mill

and back. It was customary for one person to take

the milling of the entire neighborhood, when going

with a team. While there are no instances of suffer-

ing from want of necessary food, in the history of

this township, provisions were by no means plenty.

Wheat was at one time three dollars per bushel, and

other articles of food in proportion. William McKel-

rey on one occasion went to Owl Cn-ek to liny some

pork, and could only find some of the "shack" va-

riety, for which he paid forty-four cents per pound.

The meat was a poor substitute for that of the domes-

tic hog, being spongy and of ill flavor. For fresh

meat the early settlers had venison and other wild

game so plenty at times as to become a drug.

In the matter of necessary clothing, the pioneers

experienced a greater difficulty. The families, in

general, came well furnished with wearing apparel,

,
but a year or two of wear and tear in the woods sadly

diminished their stock. Flax could be raised, and

summer clothing of tow, butternut-dyed, and bleached

linen could be manufactured when a weaver could be

found to do it ; for. although every woman was a

spinner, only here and there was one weaver, and each

family had to await its turn. The old garments were

often worn to rags before the new cloth could be put

through the loom.

To obtain the material for winter clothing was still

more difficult. The introduction of sheep was at-

tended with much difficulty. They wen not safe

from wolves, and the new, wet lands proved un-

healthy to them. The summer clothing would often

have to answer for winter wear, or other expedients

be resorted to. Buclukin, either wholly or in part,

frequently served as material for winter apparel, but

garments made entirely of it were never popular.

The pantaloons would frequently be wet to the knees,

and when dry would 1k> as stiff and uncomfortable as

if made of tin.

Cyrus W. Marsh, of whom mention has !>een made,

in lSlii erected a house, which he opened as a tavern,

on the hill, just north of the river, on the center road.
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This was the first public house in the township. A
short time afterwards lie moved to Sandusky city

(then called Ogontz Place), ami built there in the fall

of 181 T the BCCOIld framed house in the place. In

1822. in connection with Constant Barney, of that

place, he commenced running a line of stages from

Sandusky to Columbus, through Milan. Norwalk,

Manstield and Delaware. In opening their enterprise

they announced to the public that, "being an infant

establishment, and fostered only by an infant patron-

age, the subscribers have chosen rather to consult the

strength and efficiency of their carriages and steeds,

than their elegance or beauty. As the country grows

older, and their patronage increases, they pledge

themselves to improve, both in the expedition of

traveling and in style of their establishment.

"They will endeavor to select the best houses on their

route for the refreshment of their passengers; and
every attention will be paid to promote their ease,

comfort and accommodation." The enterprise was

kept up for eight or ten years. Mr. Marsh carried

the mail also, and was the first mail carrier on this

route.

Rildad Adams and family moved in from Vermont
in the spring of 181*), and located in the north part

of the township, on the center road, opposite where

the tavern of Cyrus W. Marsh formerly stood. In

June following, Henry Adams, Blind Clary and

William Smith began the settlement of Peru town-

ship, and boarded at Mr. Adams' while they were

building them a >han*y in that township. A daughter,

Nancy Adams, taught the first school in the tow nship

of Pern, at Macksville, in the summer of 1818.

Mr. Adams was one of the first three commissioners

of Huron county, and was a man of local influence.

He died in the township of Milan, about the year

1828.

Scba Mather ami wife, his brother Horace and wife

and their parents, moved together from Marlboro.

Windham county, Vermont, to this township in the

summer of 1815. The three families located on a

tract of land south of the center, where Scba Mather

opened a short time afterward a public house,* which

he kept until 1820, when he discontinued it and

established the mills east of the center, mention of

w hich is made elsewhere. He carried on an extensive

business at these mills for nearly thirty years, when

he sold them ami retired to his farm, on which he

spent the remainder of his life. He died August 20,

is) 1. at the advanced age of eighty-eight. His wife,

father, mother and a brother Horace, preceded him.

Mr. Mather's barn, erected in 1820, was the first

frame building in the township

David Lovell emigrated with his family to this

township in the fall of 1815. He located four lots in

the second section, erecting his house near the river

on lot thirty-four. He subsequently sold three of

It l» th'Hitiht by wiiiie tlu»t till" tinrn w«« "i^'niil beforv Unit of

C> ru« W Mimb. wln.'h we have ttnt<-<l. nn the niitlvnty of Mrs. Smith,

to hme bera the llr.l III til.' t..»Dsblp

the lots, and, after the east road was opened, built a

' log house, when- his sou Kt halt now lives, on lot

twenty-eight. He erected a brick house here at an

early day. w hich he occupied until his death, which

occurred Novemlicr Hi. 1830, in the sixty-eighth year

,
of his age. Mr. Lovell was a man of excellent prin-

ciples and of extensive information. Mrs. Lovell

j

died duly 14. lt»4s. aged seventy-two years and six

months, Few wom.-u equaled her in courage an 1

resolution. She made three journeys to her former
' home iu Pennsylvania on horseback aud alone, and

|

once in company with her husband. Mr. Lovell had

sold his farm iu Pennsylvania, mostly on time: and

the payments not being met, the journeys were made
for the purpose of collecting them. The object of

the visit*, however, was unsuccessful: the farm had

to be taken back eventually aud disposed of at a pecu-

niary sacrifice

Three of the six children of the family are living.

Mrs. Edward H. Lowther and Ethan Lovell reside in

this township, the former a short distance east of

Greenfield center, aud the latter on the old homestead;

Mrs. (iuthrie lives in Fairfield.

Nathan Warner removed from Massachusetts to

Greenfield in the above year. He resided in the town-

ship until 1853, when lie removed to Laporte county.

Indiana.

Eli Halliduy moved into the township from Ver-

mont in 1810, and settled on the Shourd place, as

now called, on the east road. He wa> a man of more
than ordinary ability, excellent character, and did

much to promote the moral welfare of community,

and was efficient in establishing the first religious

society iu Greenfield. He finally moved to Huron,

Erie coiiuty, where he died iu lt*50.

Daniel Halliduy moved into the township the same

I year, remained seven or eight years, when he removed

to Hidgefield.

Samuel C. Spencer and family arrived from Trum-
bull county in 1810, and located east of the center of

! Greenfield, w here Samuel Morris now resides. About

the year 1830. he sold his farm and removed to In-

diana, where he subscpieuth died.

A family by the uame of Evans, formerly from

Pennsylvania, moved into the township from the

southern part of this State, soon after the close of

the war. and located in the southeast part of the

town. The fathei died there, and his wife also sub-

seipu utly. The re-l of I lie family removed to Illinois

Robert Ford and Thomas Irvin came in about the

same time as the Evans'. They married subsequent

' to their arrival two daughters of the family und set-

tled in the same locality. They all moved to Illinois

simultaneously.

Amos Harknes* settled in Greenfield in 1810: after-

wards moved to Fairfield township.

Hubert In-cho arrived in Greenfield from Pennsyl-

vania iu 1 8 li'i. He removed to Indiana about the

year ls."in.

William CarkhulT. from the same State, came hi
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this township in 181.1 or '10. He was then unmar-

ried, but he subsequently married and settled on the

farm now owned and occupied by Elias Easter, ne
was elected sheirff of Huron county in 1835, and

took up hiR residence in Norwalk. He moved to

Indiana in 1848, where he spent the remainder of his

life.

Silas Bowers settled in the east part of the town-

ship in 1K1C. The life of this pioneer came to an

untimely end under the following painful circum-

stances: Seeing some deer feeding within the cleared

area around his cabin, one morning in the winter of

1818, he took his gun and started out to shoot them.

The deer fled at his approach, but he followed, und

finally shot one of them near where the village of

North Fairfield now stands. He dressed the animal,

and suspending the remainder of the carcass to a sap-

ling, started homeward with the hide and "saddle."

Mr. Bowers was naturally physically weak, and having

started out before breakfast, was poorly qualified for

shcIi a toilsome journey through the dense forest,

nis physical energies gradually wasted away and he

•was forced to abandon his load, and left it a short

distance west of the cast branch of the Huron. A
little further on he tried to build a fire of some leaves

and bark to warm himself, for the weather was very

cold. Not succeeding, he sought a place to rest by

the side of a fallen tree, after which he wearily pressed

on toward* home. He traveled until near the present

residence of James Cook, when becoming too weak to

proceed farther, he sat down on the butt-end of a

tree that had been recently cut down, rested his head

npon a stump, and in that position he was found two

days afterwards, evidently frozen to death.

Alden Pierce moved in from .Massachusetts in 1816,

and resided here until 183?. when he removed to

Illinois.

John Pierce moved in the following year, and set-

tled in the east part of the township.

Nathaniel Haynes. with his family of wife and six

children and his wife's father, emigrated from Wind-
ham county, Vermont, to this township in the fall

of 1816, and settled on lot number seven in the third

section. He died on this farm in the spring of 1S44.

In 181?, Levi Savage arrived from the State of

New York, and the following year married a daughter

of Mr. Haynes and settled on fifty acres now owned
by Hiram Smith.

In 18I»5, a family by the name of Long— four

brothers and two sisters, all grown to adult life, but

unmarried—moved into the township from the State

of Pennsylvania. The only surviving member of the

family—Miss Catharine Long, now almost a centen-

arian— is an inmate of the County Infirmary, .she is

the victim of one of the grossest acts of wrong and

injustice that was ever perpetrated in a civilized

community. Many years ago the youngest brother.

James, came into possession of a legacy of ten thou-

sand dollars from Ireland. He was never married,

and at his death, some years afterwards, the . state

was inherited by a surviving brother and sister,

William and Catharine. Some years afterward, and

when the increasing infirmities of age rendered the

care of a farm too laborious for them, they unwisely

concluded to settle u|>on a nephew, whom they had

brought up from childhood, their entire property, re-

I quiring in return only a verbal promise that he would

support them the remainder of their lives. The
transfer was made, and subsequently William Long

1 died. In a short time the old lady began to be felt as

a burden, the farm was finally sold, everything con-

]

verted into cash that could be, and in September,

I

18?8, the nephew with his family moved to Michigan,

leaving their benefactress alone in the house, almost

blind and entirely helpless (having broken her limb

by a fall a short time previous ) and without an article

necessary to physical comfort, except the clothes she

wore, and a single chair. A neighbor calling at the

house shortly after the family left, found her almost

wild with grief. She begged him to kill her and save

her from the humiliation of becoming a county

charge. She was taken to the house of one of her

neighbors, and kindly cared fora few weeks, and then

removed to the infirmary where the writer, in a jier-

sonal interview, obtained the above facts. The name

of the villain who repaid such kindness with such

1 cruel wrong is James Long, and he now resides some-

where in Northern Michigan.

Philip Ivcwis moved his family to this township

in 181?. having previously come out, located his

land, and erected his cabin. He settled on lot thirty-

four in section one, and lived there a number of years,

and then bought where his son, Alexander Lewis, now

lives. He died here some twenty years since. He
served in the war of 1812.

John and Joseph Cook came to this township from

Pennsylvania, as early as 181?. Joseph settled on lot

thirty in the first section. After a residence of about

ten years he returned to Pittsburgh, and subsequently

went to Cincinnati. He was a man of education,

energy and perseverance, and eventually amassed a

large property. John settled on lot twenty-four, sec-

tion one.

Lemuel Brooks, one of the prominent early settlers

of Greenfield, arrived in the fall of 181?. He was

then advanced in life, and had served as an officer in

the war of the Revolution, and participated in the

battle of Quebec. He died in the year 1831, at the

age of ninety years. His wife was formerly Esther

Sprague. They had a family of eight children, five

of whom are living.

Eliphalet B. Simmons, a native of Massachusetts,

emigrated with his wife and two children, from Del-

aware county. New York, to this township, in 181?,

arriving July 12th. He purchased his land, in the

second section, of A brum D. Baldwin, of Connecticut,

at two dollars ami a half an acre, and took up his

residence on lot twenty-two. where John Simmons, hi*

grandson, now resides. Mr. Simmons was a man of

great industry, shrewdness and practical judgment.
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and eventually acquired a large property. He waa

twice married, and had u family of four children.

Harlow E., the oldest, came to this township in the

fall of 1819. He started from Massachusetts in

October, alone with one horse and a light open wagon,

and arrived at the residence of his f ther iu Green-

field, in December following. He settled on lot num-

ber twenty-one in the second section. He occupied

his original location until his death in March, 1875,

aged seventy-seven.

Charles B. .Simmons, now residing in the village of

North Fairfield, iu the seventy-third year of his age,

has until recently occupied the old homestead in

Greenfield, and was for many years one of the fore-

most farmers in the county. He is a gentleman of

intelligence and public spirit, and was a republican

representative in the State legislature from Huron
county, session of 1858-!).

Mr. Simmons, the pioneer, died iu Greenfield

January 26, 1836, in the sixty-third year of his age.

Luther Ashley with his family of wife and seven

children removed from Franklin county, Massachu-

setts, to this township, in November, 1817. six weeks

being consumed iu the journey. Mr. Ashley settled

near the east town line on the farm now occupied by

Elias Mitchell. He subsequently changed his loca-

tion in the township, but eventually removed to Indi-

ana. He was taken sick and died while returning to

Greenfield in the fall of 1838. His widow died in

the township in 1K5<>. There are three children living

iu the township, viz: Mrs. Beers, Dennis Ashley,

and Mrs. Smith, widow of Krastus Smith, Jr.

Wordeu Ashley, a brother of Luther, and family,

came in at the same time, and the two families occu-

pied the same house—a double log house— for a few

years. Wordeu subsequently took up his residence a

short distance east of the center of town. He died

in this township.

Epenetns Starr moved into the township in 1817.

coming from the State of New York. He died about

the year 1845. He erected the first brick house in the

township.

Edward H. Lowther, now living in Grueufield, in

his seventy-ninth year, came to Ohio from Delaware

county. New York, early iu the year 1817. Joseph

Crawford and family, who settled in Norwalk. emi-

grated at the same time, and Lowther hail charge of

their goods, which were shipped by the Lake from

Buffalo. After working for a time for Esquire David

Abbott, Hosmer Merry. Joseph Craw ford and others,

he came to Greenfield. The lirst work he did after

his arrival in the township was a job of chopping for

Kliphalet 15. Simmons, in pa\ inent of money borrowed

of Mr. Simmons at Buffalo, who was then on his way !

to the Fire-lands. In the fall of l*-U he purchased

laud of Judge Mills, on lot twenty-one, section one,

and in January, 1S»>5, married Miss Martha Lovcll,

daughter of David Lovell, and commenced married

life on his farm in the follow ing April. They occu-

pied thi» place until the spring of 18;:t. when they
,
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moved to their present residence a short distance east

of Greenfield center.

William Lowther. a brother, came to Greenfield

from Knov. county. Ohio. He married here, and

resided iu the town some twenty years, and then

went to Illinois.

Samuel Spencer and family moved in from Trum-
bull county iu 1817. and located on the center road,

a short distance north of Greenfield center. He died

herein September, 18-ls, aged eighty-four. His wife

died the year previous at the age of eighty-three.

William Campbell and family were early resident*

of the eastern part of the township.

Levi Piatt, now residing in Greenfield, in the eighty-

fourth year of his age. was born in Fairfield county.

Connecticut, and is the fifteenth of a family of

seventeen children, of whom he alone survive. He
arrived in this township in the fall of 1818, and the

succeeding winter taught the first school at the center

of town. The next spring he returned, on horseback,

to Connecticut, where he remained until the spring

of IS'i'i, when he came back to Greenfield, and settled

three-fourths of a mile south of the center, where he

now resides. He married, May 10, 1825. Abigail

Bod man, formerly of Ontario county. New York.

She is now aged nearly seventy-four.

Elder John Wheeler and family came to Greenfield

from Richmond. Ontario county, New Y'ork, in

March, 1818. He made his location on lot twenty-

one, section three. Mr. Wheeler was a minister ol

the Free Will Baptist church, and followed his calling

for upwards of forty years, and until the infirmities

of age compelled a cessation of active labor. His field

of labor, as a pioneer preacher, was very extensive,

and he was, of course, away from home much of the

time. The management of the farm was necessarily

left almost wholly to his w ife and children. She died

some thirty years ago. and Mr. Wheeler subsequently

remarried. He sold his farm some ten or twelve

years since, and moved to Greenfield center, where he

died in August, 1878. at the advanced age of nearly

ninety-one. There were nine children, six of whom
are now living. John II., Calvin and Bradford, reside

in this township; Aaron lives in Norwich, Channcev

B., in Kansas, and Mis. Almira Tucker, in Sandusky.

Benoni died in September, 187<1, on the place now

occupied bv bis widow. Asa, the oldest of the chil-

dren, and a daughter, the youngest, died many years

ago

.lame- Wilson, Daniel Davis, and a family by the

name of Graham, were early settlers iu this township.

0»a* Joiner arrived in Greenfield in the spring of

1818 He came from Cayuga county. New York,

walking to Buffalo, thenee taking passage on a u-ssd,

but disembarked at Erie, on account of head winds.

He proceeded on foot to a short distance west of

Rocky river, Cuyahoga county, where ho remained

through the winter, when he resumed his journey to

Greenfield, In l\HS he returned to Connecticut to

purchase his land—two hundred acres—lots thirty-
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three and thirty-four, to which he subsequently udded

fifty acres of lot thirty-two, all in section two. He
married, in 1838, Phi hint Newbury, ami both are

now living on one hundred acres of the original pur-

chase. Mr. Joiner is nearly eighty-two years of age.

Dun Lindsev and family removed from Saratoga

county. New York, to this township in lSl'J. They

started on their journey in February, and were six

weeks and three days on the road. He settled on the

place now occupied by Jesse Smith, in the western

part of town. He afterwards exchanged this farm

with Judge Mills for the farm now occupied by widow

Joiner, and built a saw mill on the west branch of the

river. In 1832, he took up his abode on the place

now occupied by his son Benjamin, the only surviv-

ing member of the family. Mr. L. died here in Jan-

uary, 1804.

Lebo Blackmail arrived from Connecticut in the

spring of 1822. in company with Levi Piatt. He
subsequently married and settled on the farm adjoin-

ing Mr. Piatt's on the south. He died in Greenfield

six or seven years since, and his widow now resides at

the center.

The same year Jacob Bliss and family moved in

from Massachusetts, and located where Jonathan now
lives. He afterwards bought a short distance south

of his first location, and lived there the remainder of

his life. There are three children living, of whom
Jonathan Bliss and Mrs. Dennis Ashley reside in this

township.

John Arthur, wife and one child, emigrated to this

country from Ireland in 1822. settling in this town-

ship, on lot twenty, in the third section. Mr. Arthur

is still living, and on his original location, aged eighty-

four. His wife died December, 1878. aged eighty-

five. He and his two sons. Robert and Win. II.,

own some twelve hundred acres of land in this town-

ship. There are six children, and all living in Green-

field,

Jacob Smith moved, with his family, from Oneida

county, New York, to Greenfield in 1824. Mr. Smith

came 1o the township with John Pierce and family

in 1817. but remained only a few months. The fam-

ily first located a short distance south of where Ethan

Lovell now resides, on the west side of the road. A
year or two after they "took up'" the farm now occu-

pied by Aaron F. Kellogg. In the fall of 1833. a

stm—Abel Smith—purchased the farm on which he

now resides, and the family moved there. Mr. Smith

tlied here in November, 1852. aged eighty-one. His

wife died a few months previous. There were eight

children, two of whom are living. Auna—Mrs.

Knight—resides in New York, and Abel in Green-

field. A son—George B. Smith—was killed by a well

caving in on him. on the farm of Mr. Charles B.

Simmons, in February. 1S37.

Archibald Easter, from Pennsylvania, settled in

Lower Sandusky (now Fremont) in 1*10. He re-

mained there three years, when he removed to the

vicinity of Columbus. Three year- subsequently he

came to this township ami located on the center road,

nearly a mile north of Greenfield center, on the farm

|

now owned by Mrs. Arthur. He subsequently moved
to the farm now occupied by his sou Elias. He died

here in 18H7. His widow survives, and lives with

her son. Two daughters, Mrs. Arthur and Mrs.

John McLane. reside, a short distance north of the

center.

Joseph Noggle settled in the southwest part of

town in about the year 1896; Jeremiah Cole about

the same time where Lewis Wood now lives. He
subsequently moved to the corners, ami opened a
tavern on the location of the present residence of J.

Shourd. He afterwards moved to the place occupied
by Captain Lowther. where he died seven or eight
years since.

Adam A. I^ewis ami family emigrated from .Jeffer-

son county, New York, to this township, in May,
1827, and resided here until 1842, when he moved to

Ionia, Michigan, where he died in 1804. His widow
now resides there with a son. There were ten chil-

dren, fixe of whom are now living. Alexander, the
oldest, lives at Greenfield center. Mr. Lewis, the
pioneer, served in the war of 1812.

Stephen Robinson and family moxed in from New
York in the spring of 1828, and settled where his

widow now resides. In 1819, he came to Ohio with
his brother Reul*n. and brought from the Onondaga
Salt Workl ubout one hundred und thirty barrels of

salt, the most of which he sold in Huron countv, at

five dollars per barrel, and some of it for ten dollars

a barrel. He visited Greenfield in the winter of
1824-5. and married February 10, 1825, Emerline
Uaynes, daughter of Nathaniel Haynes, with whom
he returned to New York, remaining there until the

spring of 1828, when he purchased land of his father-

in-law, and removed to Greenfield. He died Decem-
ber 13, 1875. in the eighty-first year of his age.

Mrs. Robinson, aged nearly seventy-six, still occupies

j

the primitive log house in which she and her hus-
band so long ago began pioneer life on the Fireland-.

When a girl and living at home. Mrs. Robinson went
one evening to a neighbor's to borrow a llax hatchel,

and while returning in the dusk of the evening along
the road skirted by a ravine, she heard iti the path
below the steps of some animal. She was near the

hollow where the road was intersected by the path.

She left the road, and throwing her hatchel awav, ran

across a clearing to her father's woods, in which she

saw a burning log heap, arriving at which she looked

back for the first time, ami saw the hungry eyes of a
wolf glaring at her through the darkness onh a few

j

rods away. Seizinga firebrand from the tire, she ran

for dear life for home, waving the brand about her as

she ran, and finally reached the house in safety, The
next morning the hatchel was recovered.

William Smith, of New York State, married Philena

Mitchell, a native of Connecticut, and removed to

Ohio in 1831, settling one mile north of Greenfield

center, resided there a number of years, when he
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moved to Michigan, where he subsequently died.

His widow now lives in California at the advanced

age of eighty years. There are six children, as fol-

lows: Harrison, who married Caroline Benjamin, and

Saloma, wife of Joseph Wilcox, live in the township

of Norwich: Marshall, in Canada: Marietta and Hen-

rietta (twins), both married and living, the former in

California and the latter in Michigan: Lauretta, the

youngest, also resides in Michigan.

In the returns of the enumeration of the white

male inhabitants, over the age of twenty-one years, in

Huron county, in the year IS'27, as made by George

Sheffield, county assessor, the following persons are

recorded as such inhabitants of this township:

Cyrenlus Starr

BenJ B. Halladay

Orange Starr

Jacob Tnixel

Henry Oroorer

Adam A. Lewi*.

James W. Mclutyre

Robert Brans

Jam— Henderson

Abel HalLaday.

Jonathan Smith.

Hiram Starr

John Dlniltt

J i 'da. Lefltngwell.

Jehtel Andrew*
John Oroover
Edward H. Lowlher.

Jam*-* Melntyre. Jr

Archibald Easter.

William Truxel

Osias Joiner

John Lorell

Harlow !

Jeremiah t'ole.

Hugh A. Campbell.

Christian Brewbaker
Isaac Oroover.

Philip U-wis

James Evans
George Evans
Thos. Arthur
Ell Hallada> .

Mo.Pg Smith
John Pierce

.

i Arthur

Charles W MUler.

Epenetits Starr

Solomon L>a»ls

Robert Easter. Jr.

Sam'l SiK-ncer.

Sam I C. Spencer

Beba Mather.

Dexter Ashley

Jonathan Bli««

Xoah BIIsh.

William Long.

Pan Lindsey

Nathaniel Haynce
Thou. Arthur Jd.

Nathaniel Warren

John Arthur
Lyman Babcock
James Earl.

James Easter

James Easter id

Hi rain Spencer.

Luther Ashley.

Nathaniel White
Levi Piatt

Andrew Long
Robert Inscho

Matthew Long.
Salmon LiiKitey

Josiah Root

Robert Clark

John West

John Call

John I

John Easter

Joseph Edwards
Gilbert Ashley

William Inscho.

Benjamin Washburn.
Lebo Blackmail

Jarsib Bliss.

John Inscho

Timothy S. Sherman
Deniaon Bancom
Robert Arthur.

Richard Weit.

George. Mc-Farland

According to the ••enumeration of the white male

inhabitants of Greenfield above the age of twenty-

one years," its returned to the county clerk by Seba

Matlier. lister, for the year I Kit), the number of such

inhabitants was one hundred and thirty. Peru was

then attached to (ireentield, ami is included ill the

enumeration.

KAKl.Y RVBNT8.

Hanson Head built the tlrst house in Greenfield in

the spring of 1 s 1 1.

Franklin Head, son of Hanson ami Klizaheth Head,

was the first white child bom in this township. The
date was April 'io, 1813. Mr. Head is now living in

Norwalk township, a mile south of the ullage.

The lii-r marriage was that of William Smith to

Miss Lovina Pierce, daughter of Alden Pierce, in

1817. Erastiis Smith, justice of the jn-ace, performed

the nuptial ceremony. Mr. Smith and family moved

to Illinois in 1K.1T.

'

The following marriage notice was published in

the Sandusky 1'htrim May 3, l s .M:

" Postscript—NrprtAi.

—

Extra.—Marriage, on the 90th ultimo, at the

house of Suthaniel Huynen, by Thomas TUsou, Esq.: WiUinm ftirii

an African, to .Vuncy lluntrr, a while irumnn; both of Ure«nf)eld.

' Oh dear, wluit can the matter bet

Will no one deign to marry me?
Yes: Cupid kept his ihaft not back:

He missed the white, but bit a black V

Oommunintted. "

The first death iu the township was that of an in-

fant son of Samuel C. and Naucy Spencer, in the

spring of 181«J. The child was buried on the farm.

Ruth, daughter of David Lovell, was the first per-

son buried in the cemetery at Greenfield Center. Her

death occurred February 17, 1818, at the age of

nearly fourteen.

POST OFFICE.

The first post office was established in 1818 or 1819,

and was called Lafayette. The first postmaster was

.Joseph Cook, who kept the office in his own house,

on lot number thirty, in the fourth section. He was

succeeded by Hiram Spencer, in 1822, and the loca-

tion of the office changed to the center of town. In

1835 the name of the office was changed to Stenl»en.

and has continued since under that name. Calvin

Wheeler being the present incumbent.

PHYSICIANS.

Dr. Moses C. Sanders, of the township of Peru,

was one of the earliest physicians that practiced in

this township. The first resident physician was Dr.

Henry Niles, who began the practice of medicine in

this township in the spring of 1831. He remained

two years and then removed to Clyde. Sandusky

county, and subsequently to Adams, Seneca county,

where he died in September, 18C4. Dr. Samuel

Met 'amnion arrived in this township and began the

practice of his profession in 1845. He married, in

Septenil>er. 1848, Miss Phileiia Blackmail, and settled

where his widow now resides, a short distance south

of Greenfield center. Dr. McCammon died in this

township August 3, 1870. There were several physi-

cians who resided and practiced medicine in this

township before Dr. McCammon, and one or two

since, but their resilience was comparatively brief.

KBUOIOl'8 AND EDUCATIONAL.

The first religious meeting in the township wan held

at the cabin of Erastiis Smith, on the first Sabbath in

the spring of 1815, on which occasion the Rev. Green

Parker, from near Milan, officiated. A church organ-

ization was not effected until the year 1829, July 3.

of that year, the First Congregational church of

Greenfield was formed, the Hevs. Lot K Sullivan and

AlvinCoe. missionaries, officiating iu its organization.

The following named persons were the constituent

members: Matthew Mi Kelviy, Nancy McKelvey. Lu-

ther Ashley. Bun ice Ashley. Scba Mather. Cynthia

Mather, Olive Mather, 1st, Olive Mather. 2d, Mary

Hillliday, Polly Ashley, Lydia Spencer. Sally Coe,
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Matthew McKclvey was chosen church clerk, mid

Hugh A. Campbell was! appointed deacon. April 18,

1825. The first pastor of the church was Rev. Enoch

Conger, who began his labors in 1824. and officiated

one-third of the time for two years. Since Mr. Con-

ger, Revs. J. H. Russ, E. P. Salmon, A. Blanchard,

.J. B. Parlin, Francis Child, Enos Wood, Abram C.

Dubois, A. K. Burr, C. W. Clapp, R S. Lock wood,

and others, have officiated as pastors. The present

membership is eighty-three. Elias Easter is clerk

of the church, and Levi Piatt and James Campbell,

deacons. The church is at present without a pastor.

THE FHEEWILL BAPTIST CHl'BCH

was formed at the house of Epcnetus .Starr, January

24, 1829, and cousisted of the following members, to

wit: Elder John Wheeler, Christian Wheeler, Seth C.

Parker, Benjamin E. Parker, Mary Wheeler. Ann
White and Sally Ashley. The next day Jane Parker

was baptized and united with the church. Elder Johu
Wheeler was the first pastor. The church building

at the center was erected in 1.843, costing something

over a thousand dollars. Elder Cyrus ColtOD, from

Lorain county, preached the dedication sermon. On
the organization of societies of this denomination in

Pern and New Haven, the membership, which was

then quite large, numbering ninety-one in 1841, was

t hereby much reduced. Under the pastorshipof Rev.

B. E. Baker, who began his labors in 18i!7, much dis-

satisfaction existed, and a division of the church re-

sulted. The church is now weak, having a member-

ship of only twenty-two, and is without a preacher.

The only preaching now enjoyed by the churches of

Greenfield is supplied by the Rev. Mr. Palmer, of

Centerton, a Methodist Episcopal clergyman, who
officiates at the center on the Sabbath, once in two

weeks. The two churches unite in their Sabbath

school, which is in a nourishing condition. Mrs. Na-

than Beers. Jr.. is superintendent.

The first school was taught by Miss Annie Mather,

in the little log school house on the hill, south of

Hiram Smit h's, in the summer of 181 (J. Miss Mather

became the wife of David Uiuman, who was one of

the early sheriffs of Huron county. The following

winter the school was kept by a man by the name of

Davis, whose given name cannot now lie recalled.

Miss Abby Harris taught the second summer.

A school house was erected at the center of town

soon after, the first school in which was taught by

Levi Piatt, in the winter of 1818-19.

I N 1>IAX SCHOOL ANIP MI»IOXAKY KFFORTs.

Rev. Alvin Coe emigrated from Massachusetts to

Ohio some t ime prior to the war of 1812. and remained

in Huron or Vermillion until its close. He then

removed to Vernon, Trumbull county, where he sub-

sequently married a daughter of General Smith. He
entered the ministry, and was licensed by the Pre-by-

tery of Grand river in the latter part of the year 181<>,

and soon after removed to Greenfield, fixing his

residence at the center. He was commissioned a
•

missionary by the Connecticut Missionary Society,

and commenced itinerating among the churches, trav-

eling throughout this and adjoining counties in the

prosecution of his work. lie frequently came in

contact with the Indians, whose benighted condition

enlisted his sympathies, and he conceived a scheme

for civilizing and christianizing tbotn.

To this eud he established, in the year 1818, a

school at Greenfield center, for the education of Indian

boys. He built a house for the purpose, a short

distance north of the center, ou the west side of the

road, and collected about twenty-five or thirty boys,

of the Wyandotte and other tribes then in this

region, whom he taught, fed, and clothed at his own
exiK-nse, with such contributions, mainly of provisions,

as the presentation of his work prompted his many
friends to give. In the spring of 182U, finding the

enterprise pecuniarily burdensome, he appealed to

the presbytery of Portage, which embraced his Held

of labor, for a recommendation of his work to the

churches for aid in sustaining it, aud invited the

presbytery, then in session at Lyme, to visit the

school, that its members might satisfy themselves as

to the success of his experiment. The visit was not

made, but the presbytery endowed the philanthropic

enterprise, and heartily recommended it to the

churches under its charge. Several years after, when
the Western Missionary Society established a mission

near Perrysburg. on the Maumee, Mr. Coe trans-

ferred his school to that point, and carried it on

a short time, when it passed under the care of the

American Board.

Mr. Coe then begun his missionary labors among
the various Indian tribes, and spent several years

among those on the Upper Mississippi. When he

left Greenfield, his wife returned to Vernon, where

her parents still lived, and Mr. Coe enjoyed but little

of her society, so constantly was he engaged in his

chosen work. His sympathy for the condition of the

Indians, and his desire for thciramelioratiou anion uted

almost to a monomania. It is said that during his

labors among them he adopted, to some extent, their

Customs aud conditions of living. He would deny

himself the common necessities of life to relieve their

wants.

He once had occasion, while residing in the Lake

Superior region, to go from a mission to a military

station which ordinarily required a journey of about

three days. He started with a supply of food, but

divided it among some destitute Indians whom he

met on the way. He was longer on the journey than

he expected to be, and became greatly exhausted be-

fore reaching his destination. Knowing the Indians'

habit of subsisting on the bark of trees to appease

hunger, he tried the plan and ate the bark of the oak,

which nearly cost him his life. When he reached the

military jiost. he was in a condition of great distress,

and it was some time before he fully recovered from

the effects of his imprudence.
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The Indians became greatly attached to him, and
I

regarded him with veneration. He exercised a potent

influence for good over them during his association

with them, hut his mission was unsuccessful in ac-
i

com pi i*hing any permanent good. While in charge

of the school in this township, the father of one of

his pupils came from Sandusky to visit the school.

Before returning, he called at the house of Aldeu

Pierce, who wait operating a small distillery in the
f

neighborhood. The Indian was offered a glass of

whisky, hut he refused it at first, saving: "Pappoose

say Mr. Coe tell him good Injun no drink whisky,

he go up good place. Bad Injun drink whisky, he go

down bad place: big bum.'* And then looking wist-

fully at the liquor, added. "Injun-don't-know. M,uj

be," (moving the cup slowlv to his lips) "Mr. Coe,

he He."

Mr. Coe was finally prevailed upon to accept the

charge of a church in Trumbull county, but con-

sented only on the condition that he be allowed to

make an annual visit to the Indians.

In 1S18, a library organization was formed at the

center of Greenfield through the efforts nf Eli Halla-
j

day. Bildad Adams. Samuel Spencer, Erastus Smith,

Eliphalct B. Simmons and others. The organization

was called "'The Social Library of Greenfield," and

continued in existence many years.

A temperance society called "Steuben Division

Sons of Temperance" wa« organized at the center in

November, 1878. with about forty members, and con-

tinues in existence.

The first goods were sold in the township by Mat-

thew McKelvey, who kept a small stock in his dwelling

on the place.

.Joseph White opened the first store at the center,

about 1821 or 1*22. There are at the present time

at the center one general store, one grocery, one

drugstore and grocery, one hotel, three blacksmith

shops, two repair shops, one shoe shop.

TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATION.

The township records prior to the year 1828 have

been lost, and the following facts relative to the first

election for town-hip officers are furnished the writer

by William McKelvey, who wa- pre-ent on the occa-

sion and was one of the officer- eho-cn.

The election was held at the house of Erastus Smith

in the spring of 181 IS, Joseph Cook was elected town-

ship clerk: Eli [lalladay, Bildad Adams and Nathan

Warner, trustees; William McKelvey, constable; Eras-

tus Smith, justice of the peace. Having no use for a

treasurer none was elected.

The adjoining town-hips of New Haven. Peru and

Norwalk were attached to Greenfield for township

purpose*, and continued so annexed until eac h con-

tained the requisite uumlier of vote- for independent

organization, when they were detached ami severally

assumed control of their own affairs.

The name of the town-hip was changed to Merlin in

181!!. becau-c of a town-hip and a po-t office of the •

name of Greenfield in another county in the State.

The township continued under the name of Berlin

until 1822, when the original name was restored. Th»

following are some of the early justices of the peace

who have served since Esquire Smith, to-wit: Ben-

jamin Washburn, John Cook, Joseph Cook, Charles

W. Miller, James Melntyre, John Call, E. B. Arthur.

E. M. Wright. Charles B. Simmons, James Brown.

L. Campbell. The poll book for the election for

justice of the peace held April 3, 1820, gives the

number of votes cast at said election as fifty-nine, of

which Benjamin Washburn received nineteen, David

Lovell seventeen, and Bildad Adams thirteen. The
above election was evidently to fill a vacancy in the

office of justice of the peace, as another election was

held for the same officer November 3d of the same
year, at which twenty-three votes were cast, of which
John Cook received twenty-two and John Williamson

one. At the election for justice of the peace held

October 8, 1822, there were thirty-eight votes cast,

fourteen of which were given to Joseph Cook, twelve

to Eli Halladav and eleven to Harlan E. Simmons.
The poll book of the election held in this township

on the 13th day of October, A. D. 1818, William Mc-
Kelvey, Eli Halladay and Thomas Tillson, judges,

and Henry Adams and Simon Raymond clerks of the

election, gives the following list of electors, who voted

at said election (Peru being then attached to Green-

field), to wit: Eli Halladav, Thomas Tillson. Simon
Raymond, .Joseph Rnggles. William McKelvey.
Andrew Devvitt, Samuel Spencer, Samuel C. Spencer,

Newell Adams. Aldeu Pierce, Bildad Adams, Erastus

Smith, Abel Halladay, Hiram Spencer, Robert An-
derson, Charles Dougherty. Levi Savage, Daniel Hal-
laday. David Lmdl. Joel* Clark, William CarkhurT.

Thomas Evan-. Dennis Eddy, Benjamin T. Smith,

Nathaniel Hayues, Warden Ashley, Alexander Pierce.

John Cook, Es<|., Henry Adams, Luther Ashley,

Seba Mather. Levi R. Sutton. Klihu Clary, James
Ashley, John Nelson, Horace Mather. Amos Hark-
ness, John Sample, Joseph Cook.

The candidates voted for at this election, and the

number of votes received by each, was as follows:

Governor— Ethan A. Brown, thirty-six: Ethan A.

Allen, three. State Senator—John Campbell, twenty-

six; John Adams, one. Representative in Congress
— Peter Hitcht k. thirty-eight. Representative in

Stale Legislature— I.wis Dillev, thirty-three: Alfred

Kelley. twenty-nine; Ehenezer Merry, six. Coutm
Commissioner— Bildad Adams, thirty: Erastus Smith,

nine.

MI l.l.s.

In the winter of 1*14-15. Hanson Read and Abram
Power- built a grist mill on Huron river, in the first

section, near where the Pho-uix Mills now stand.

This was undoubtedly the first grist mill erected in

the county as now constituted. The character of the

establishment was in keeping with those simple times.

The frame wa» made of poles, with forked stakes
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driven into the ground for foundation and a roof

made of 'shakes. " The bolt was turned by bund

with a crank. The mill stones were made by Mr.

Powers, then seventy years of age, of stone obtained

at the mouth of the Vermillion river, and were hauled

to Greenfield by eight yoke of oxen. Mr. Powers

and a boy brought the irons for the mill in pack-

saddles, upon the hacks of two horses, from the falls

of Big Beaver.

In 1810, Mr. Head sold the mill to William Cark-

butT for fourteen hundred dollars, a part of the pay-

ment being made in goods. CarkhutT soon after re-

moved the pole structure and erected a log building

over the works. It was quite an improvement over

the former building, but nevertheless a cheap con-

trivance. It was built of logs and hew^l puncheons,

without a sawed board in it. and was covered with

oak bark.

Nathan Keith, who moved into Bronson with

Judge Southgate and family in 181G, was injured in

this mill during its erection, which caused his death

a short time after.

In l.s:i."> Ezra Smith, of Peru, erected a frame grist

mill at this point, which was destroyed by tire in

1850. The present stone mill was built by Burnet

Roe (deceased) in 1856. The stone of which it is

built was obtained from the quarry on the farm of

Elias Easter. The mill was recently purchased and

is now owned by John Minges and Alonzo L. Sim-

mons.

SAW MILLS.

The first saw mill was built in 1819, by Josiah

Root, on Huron river, on land now owned by Hiram

Smith. The next was built by Hiram C. Spencer,

east of the center of town, on the river, a short dis-

tance below the bridge. It was built about the year

1827 or 1828, and did a large business. A few years

after, Archibald Easter erected a saw mill where that

of Burnett Roe now stands, and at about the sunie

time one was built by Dun Lindsey on the west branch

of the river, on the farm now occupied by Mrs.

Joiner. Jacob and David Noggle built the Curtis

mill about the year 1835.

The steam saw mill located on lot nineteen, in the

fourth section, and owned by Jonathan Bliss and

sons, was built in 184o\ A saw mill was erected on

the west branch of the river some twenty years ago.

by a man of the name of Burke. A Itout the year

1820, Seba and Horace Mather built a saw null, grist

mill and fulling mill on Huron river, east of the cen-

ter, on the Fairfield road. The grist mill was small,

having one run of stone, and after a few years was

discontinued, and the fulling mill was enlarged. The
first building was built of logs, but subsequently a

two-story frame was erected by Seba Mather, Horace

having previously died. This was the only mill of

the kind in this section of country at the time of its

establishment, and farmers came with their wool from

a distance of twenty-five or thirty miles. Mr. Mather

did an extensive and prosperous business until about

the year 1849. when he sold to Ellenwood Brothers,

and not long after the works were discontinued.

There is one cheese factory in the township, near

the stone grist mill, owned by Barnet Roe.

Three' distilleries were in operation in this town-

ship in an early day, the first of which was built by

William McKelvev, in 1817, in the southeast part of

the township on the Huron river.

Biographical Sketches.

KRASTUS SMITH AND HIRAM SMITH.

The Smith family, of Greenfield, is one of the

oldest upon the Fircdands, and its history will be

found interwoven with that of the township.

Erastus Smith built the second house in Greenfield.

He arrived there in 1811. from Trumbull county,

Ohio, and during the short term of years intervening

between bis settlement and bis death, did much to

establish a correct moral tone in society, and to en-

courage the growth and improvement of the settle-

ment. He was a man admirably adapted to pioneer

life, having great energy and jierseverenee. and a

certain ability to make others as enthusiastic In the

work of developing the country as himself. His

example was of great benefit to the infant settlement

in many ways, and he is reverently remembered by the

few persons still living who knew him in pioneer days.

He was born January 7, 1784, and married Fanny

Spencer, Deeemlter 10. 1805. When the couple came

to Greenfield they had three children—Martin, Lydia

and Truman. Subsequently there were born to them

four more— Erastus, Lester, Hiram and Henrietta.

Erastus Smith, the father of these children, died

from congestion of the brain July Hi, 182o. His

I widow is still living, at the age of ninety-four years,

with her son Hiram Smith, surrounded by all the

comforts that old age require, a fitting compensation

for the toils, privations and cares of her pioneer life.

A view of this home appears elsewhere in this work.

Its owner. Hiram Smith, was born November 21,

isit'i, and was, consequently, at the time of his

father's death, in 1820, but four years of age. He

I

went to live with his grandfather Spencer, and re-

mained there until he was sixteen, becoming accus-

tomed to farming, the occupation which he has most

of his life followed, although he was also engaged

!
four years in the mercantile business at Steuben or

Greenfield center, and was an extensive dealer in

stock. Hi- business and farming interests bnro been

the principal objects that have engrossed his atten-

tion, and he has taken but little part in the affairs of

his township. Thi< has been rather because of a

retiring, quiet nature, than from lack of interest and
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dui" regard for public welfare. Ho is regarded a* one

of the substantially worthy men of this part of the

county,— scrupulously honorable in all things, geu-

erous to those in need, and kind to all. He is one of

the few men who seem to have passed through a long

life, actively engaged and constantly mingling with

men, and yet Iteen exempt from reproach—to have

received no scar, to have remained untarnished. His

education has been mostly self-acquired, and he pos-

sesses a well balanced, well stored, mind, practical in

its cast, yet finely tempered with the reflective quality.

ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

Mr. Smith was married, I)cceml>cr 31, 1S4<>. to

Polly Rockwell, daughter of Thaddeus and Polly

Rockwell, then of Greenfield, but formerly of New
York. The offspring of this union were six child-

ren, viz: Emma Fannett, Hiram J., Henry Dayton,

Sarah Francis, George Rockwell and Fanny Eliza, the

last three now residing at the old homestead. Emma
Fannett married Harry ('. Sturges; Hiram J. married

Sarah A. Wheeler, and lives in the township of

Greenfield; Henry Dayton married Jenny Winspa,

nad is living in Washington Territory.

BRONSON.
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For an explanation of the following table the reader
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SAME.

The township derived it* name from I sitae Bronson,

oik- of the original owners of the soil.

PHYSICAL FKVTIRE3.

The township, while generally level, is divert!fled

by the brunches of the Huron in the western part.

In this portion of the township the soil is a loamy

clay mixed with gravel, while the eastern half is

mostly clay. .Sandstone of the newer formation un-

derlies a considerable portion of the township, and is

quarried in some portions to a considerable extent.

The varieties of timber were whitewood, hickory,

beech, white ash, black walnut, the oak in several

varieties, butternut, basswood, elm. sycamore, chest-

nut, and some other kinds of less importance. Sev-

eral of t ho eastern branches of the Huron river run

through the township, their general course being

northwest. The stream called East branch crosses

the southwest corner of the township, and another

crosses the northeast corner, while High Bridge creek

flows from the southeast part to the northwest. The
stream received the name of "High Bridge" from the

circumstance that a bridge which formerly crossed it

south of the present residence of David Morse was

considerably elevated, the banks being >teep.

There are several quarries of sandstone in the third

section, which have been extensively worked for build-

ing purjioses. The dwelling of Mr. (ieorge Lawrence

is built of stone obtained from one of these quarries.

VATIVE ANIMALS.

The animals of the forest were the bear, deer, wolf,

wild eat, fox, raccoon, opossum, etc. The wild tur-

key was the principal bird, ami was quite abundant.

Bears were not infrequently seen, but were nut often

killed. Deer were numerous, and venison was a com-

mon articlo of food with the earlier settlers. Their

skin was an article of clothing, as well as of trade.

Two deer skins would suffice to make a pair of panta-

loons, and one would face a pair. The facing was

done by sewing the neck of the hide on to the seat,

and the half of the balance on the front of each leg,

with a stiip around the bottom.

The woods abounded in wolves, and they were a

great annoyance to the fanner. It was usual to pen

their sheep up at night, in rail pens, built near the

house, for to leave them out at night was to insure

their destruction.

Rattlesnakes, also, were very numerous in the first

settlement of the township, more especially in the

vicinity of the streams. A nest of them was discov-

ered by Ephraim Herrick on the bank of the creek,

near his father's house, and, with the help of two or

three others, quarried out from among the rock and

killed one hundred and twenty.

SKTTI.EMEVr.

The first habitation erected in Bronson, for the

abode of civilized people, was the log cabin of the
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I
.squatter, John Welch, built in the summer of 1815.

He came from Pennsylvania with his family, and

located west, of the creek, opposite Mr. Kellogg's.

IHis
parents and his brothers came in soon ufter, some

of whom located in Peru, but none of the family

made a permanent settlement.

We date the actual settlement of the township from

the arrival of Benjamin Newcomb and family, who
moved in, in the winter of 1815-H!, and settled on lot

number four, section number three, where Adam
Leutman now resides. Newcomb was a native of Leb-

anon, (now Columbia,) Connecticut. At the age of

eighteen he removed, with his widowed mother, to

Bridgewater, Pennsylvania, and while yet a young

man came to Trumbull county, Ohio, ne married

Statu Crosby, and before the war of 1812 came to the

Fire-lands, and settled on the southwest comer of

Norwalk township.

While residing there he had occasion to go to

Huron after provisions, and, while there, was attacked

by an Indian through mistaken identity. A man by

the name of Hayes kept a sort of tavern at Huron, to

which the Indians frequently resorted for whiskey,

and he had greatly offended one of them by refusing

to give him a drink. Newcomb so strongly resembled

the tavern-keeper, that, while standing outside of the

tavern, the Indian, supposing him to be Hayes, ap-

proached him in a menacing manner, when New-
comb seized an ax that was sticking in the wall of

the house, aud knocked him down.

The next day the Indian suddenly rode up to him
near his house, with tomahawk and scalping knife iu

his belt: but, before he had time to dismount, New-
comb jerked him from his horse and beat him until

he was insensible. Supposing him to be dead. New-
comb dragged him into a corner of the fence, and the

children covered him up with brush and leaves, but

the next morning Poor Lo was missing.

When information of Hull's surrender was received

—which was conveyed to the inhabitants in that sec-

i tion by John Layliu. of Norwalk—Newcomb and

family immediately started for Trumbull county.

They were soon joined by others from Hurou. and,
1 when they reached the Vermillion river, the water

was so high that a delay was occasioned for a day or

so, during which Newcomb returned to the vicinity of

his home for the purpose of reconnoiteriug. aud wit-

nessed the burning of his house by the Indians. Tho
deed was evidently committed out of revenge for the

treatment by Newcomb of the Indian previously men-
• tioned, its no other dwelling was destroyed so far from
the lake shore.

After reaching Trumbull county, he went into the

army as teamster. At the close of the war he re-

turned with his family to his former residence in

Norwalk. but, soon after, disposed of his contract for

the lot to Levi Cole, and purchased and settled in

Bronson, as already stated.

The life of this hardy pioneer was cut short by an
accident, which occurred the next year after his* set-
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tlemcnt. He was returning from mill at Mansfield

July 4, 1816, with flour which was curried in pack-
.saddles on two horses and, while adjusting the loud

near Plymouth, was kicked in the stomach by Hie

horse, killing him instantly. His son Sterling, then
a lad nine years old, was with him, and curried the
sad news of his father's death to Plymouth, where he
obtained assistance in removing the ln>dy to the home
of the bereaved family. The next day after the burial

of her hunhand, July 6, 1S10, Mrs. Neweonib gave
liirth In a son, who was the first child horn in Bron-
son. She survived her husband ahout eighteen months
only, her death occurring at Mansfield in December,
1817. Their children were Samuel Sterling, Clark
Benjamin. Mary (who married Philo Comstock), and
Timothy T., the last-named being the only survivor.

The next settler was Martin Kellogg. He and his

family, consisting of his wife and three daughters,

Mundane. Lucy and Hehecca: Aaron Kay. (father of

Mrs. Kellogg), his wife, two sons. Lucius and Apol-

lo-, and daughter Clarissa; the wife of John Kay anil

her hrother Kliphaz Bigelow,—left Bethel, Windsor
county, Vermont, for the Kire-lands, June 17, 1815,

This oompanv was increased at Granville, New York,

by the birth of a daughter (Polly) to Mr. and Mrs.

Kellogg. This event necessitated. a stop of only n

week. On account of the reported bad condition of

the roads west of Buffalo, four of the company (Apol-

los and Clurrissa Kay, Mrs. John Kay and E. Bkrelow)

with the goods, journeyed from Buffalo lo Huron in

an open top boat. After a tedious journey, both on

laud and water, the party arrived at the house of Eb-

enczer Merry, in Milan, then Avery, on the 30th of

July, and a few days afterwards took up their abode

in the hlock house. In August following. Mr. Kcl-

logg moved to Hidgetield and occupied the unfinished

house of David Underbill, who had returned to New
York for his family, He lived there until the next

March, when be moved on to a farm in Norwalk town-

ship, now owned by Miner Cole. He remained here

until June IT, 1810, just one year after leaving Ver-

mont, and then located on the farm on which he has

since resided, lot eight, section three. Mr. Kellogg

was horn in Bethel. Windsor county, Vermont. Sep-

tember21, iTsij. December 7, l8o'.t, he married Polly

Kay, who was born in Barnard, same county, July 17,

17S7. She died April 1. 18'Wi. Mrs. Kellogg was a

woman of intelligence and exalted character. They
bad a family of twelve children, as follow.-: Mandane
(now Mis. Kerry G. Harding) lives in Nebraska; Lucy

(Mrs. Jason K. Thompson) lives in Berlin: Rehecea

married Daniel (loll, of Norwalk. Both died in 18:37.

Polly K. (Mrs. Dcviue) lives with a son in Greenfield;

Aaron K. married Man Ann Coffey, November ">'4.

1>44. and they now reside in Greenfield; Martin died

May 1837, unmarried; Klenlheira (Mr.-. Edward
Familiar) lives in Fairfield: Lyman and Harriet L.

(Mrs. L. L. Thayer) live in Brotuon, the latter on the

old homestead. Anson lives in Milan town-hip.

Thomas died in infancy; Kin-ley B. died February 4.

180$. Eleven of the children lived to adult age. Mr.
Kellogg still lives on the farm on which he settled so

long ago, having reached the advanced age of nearly

ninety-three year-. He retains his mental and phys-

ical faculties in a marked degree of excellence. He
is a fine old gentleman and is also a man of extensive

information and of original thought. He is as busv

as most meu are at sixty, and has only quite recently

written and published in a local newspaper, a history

of his native town.

In the fall of 1S1G, Simon Amnurman. a native of

Pennsylvania, moved in from Cayuga county, New
York. He settled on lot four, where Benjamin Ncw-
coinh formerly resided. He continued to live there

until his children were settled in life, after which be
made bis home with his son John. He died March

11, 18<;<>: his wife, February 7. 1851. There were

eight children, four of whom are yet living, viz: Mrs.

Charle- Gardner in Peru; widow of Scth C. Parker

in Greenfield, and widow of John Hagaman in Bron-

son.

Reuben Pi.xley moved on to lot numhersix in the

third section, in the winter of 181<j-)7. He came to

the Fire-lands from the State of New York liefore the

war of 1812. and the name is -associated with the Sey-

more tragedy. In the fall of 1812. Reuben C. Pix-

ley, his son, then sixteen years of age. was assisting

Seymore in cutting down a bee-tree on Seymore

creek, when they were tired upon by two Indians in

ambush. Seymore was shot through the head and

fell dead at Pixley 's feet. The Indians came up and

sculped Seymore. and finding the hoy unhurt, though

a bullet bad pierced his hat. they turned him around

with his face toward the west and ordered him to run.

He obeyed, and they ran together behind him. con-

cealing him as much as possible, until they got away

from the settlement. He was taken to Canada and

kept a prisoner for ahout six month-, when he was

bought of the Indians, at one of their drunken

carousals, for seventy-five dollars, by a man by the

name of Hunt. Hunt understood well the Indian

nature and knew that when they became sober they

would break their bargain and endeavor to recapture

• the boy, and he therefore took him home and secreted

him in his cellar. The next day the Indians went to

Hunt's house, laid down the money and demanded

Pi.xley, saying that they loved him and could not give

him up; that they had adopted him and bad a squaw

selected for his wife. Hunt replied that the bargain

•was a fair one, that he paid the price asked for their

captive, and. supposing that it was satisfactory, had

-cut the boy to Detroit. The Indians doubted Hunt's

statement that Pixley had gone and they remained

near the house, watching for hi* appearance. After

watching for three days they went away for a short

time, and Pixley. taking advantage of this fortunate

circumstance, made good his escape.

Reuben Pixley and Ir.s -mi were much engaged in

clearing land by the job. making roads, ete. They

made, in IK45 and '-J8. a put of the turnpike between
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A. J. THOMAS.

Andrew J. Thomas was torn in the town of Kxcter,

Otsego Co., N. V., Feb. 3, 1832, and was the sixth son of

Oeorge and Adalinc Thomas, both of whom were of New
England ancestry, and who settled with their parents in

New York State, while quite young, and engaged in fann-

ing,—an occupation which most of their descendants have

followed.

Mr. Mason was united in marriage to Miss Orcelia S.,

daughter of Asael and Susan Alien, of the town of Kdnies-

ton, Otsego Co. They had three children,—Don J., the

only surviving child; Mary It., who died at the age of

eight year* ; and a son, who died in infancy.

Mr. Thomas' early teachings all inculcated the lessons of

industry and economy, which were more commonly acted

upon by the youth of his generation than those of a Inter,

and he believes that whatever of success ho has made in

life is attributable largely to the early training that he hud

upon these subjects. Like too many fanner boys of his

time, he had oulj the most limited advantages and oppor-

tunities of securing an education, never attending any other

than the common district schools during the winter terms,

after he was eight years of age. Arriving at manhood, he

realized the importance of a wider information than he

poMeand, and resolved to secure it by those varied and val-

uable means fortunately afforded those whose school-days

have been few. He became a practical and persistent readci

of book* and newspapers, and, being naturally of a reflective,

discriminating turn of mind, gleaned front many Sources an

education |ierhaps more thorough and beneficial than he

would have secured from dry text-books.

The nan laudable ambition that made him desire im-

provement mentally, led the youm; man to seek the better-

ing of his condition in other re-peels, ;md he followed an

actively industrious course of life that led naturally to a

state of prosperity, plenty, and couilort. He accumulated,

through well-directed effort and nnliriie.' labor, the properly

upon which his pleasant home is at present,—a tine farm.

consisting of about three hundred acres of fertile land,

lying five and a half miles south of the county seat, and

upon which he has made all of the improvements, except

building the old portion of the house, a cut of which

appears upon another page of this work. This farm is

under a high state of cultivation, and one hundred acres

are free from obstruction of any kind, aud presents a beauti-

ful appearance.

He has, from the commencement, turned his attention

particularly U> the breeding aud handling of sheep and

cattle, making the former his specialty, and has met with a

marked degree of Buecesa in this line of farming. Mr.

Thomas is justly deserving of credit for his course as an

agriculturist and stock-raiser, and may well be proud of what

he has attained. He is one of those fanners who take

pleasure in the performance of their labor, and in leading a

wholesome, independent life. While he works hard, he

has a feeling of pleasure in seeing the results of his labor,

and the consciousness, which all men of bis class should

have, that farming is something more than a merely menial

calling. He is a strong believer in the dignity of labor,

and, holding to the theory that whatever is worth doing at

all is worth doing well, he has put it into practical effect.

In a broad sense he has carried out the principle involved

in the wise old adage,

*• Ho wh-> hjr the plow wouM thrive,

II mi; - li tuurl cither bold or drive."

All that he has, he has acquired by hard labor. He
began with nothing but his hands, aud his career of success,

through honest hearty effort, affords an example worthy of

the emulation of every young man who must begin for him-

self the buttle of life. He is really a self-made man.

In politics, Mr. Thomas is a Republican, having cast his

first Presidential vote for John C. Fremont. He has ever

been an earnest advocate of the principles of that party,

and is regarded as one of its leading supporters in Rronsoii.
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Bellevue ami Clyde, and the family moved to York
township in Sandusky county. Reuben Pixley, Sr.,

died in 18:$4. in the" township of Milan. While at

work at Huron, he was attacked with cholera, and in

company with an acquaintance, bythe name of Brown,

started for his homo in York township. While passing

through the township of Milan he became unable to

proceed further, and with some difficulty found

shelter in a farm-house, which the family abandoned

for the sick man to die in. He lived only a few hours

and was buried on the place, by his companion, who
carried the sad news to his family.

The son. Rueben C. married a daughter of Joseph

Read, of Norwich township, in 1828, ami settled in

that township. They both died in 183U.

Nathan Sutliff, originally from Hartford. Connec-

ticut, moved into Bronson from Cayuga county. New
York, in March. 1817. and settled on lot No. nine,

section three. His son, George Sutliff. now lives on

the place. He died on this farm in the fall of 1864,

aged seventy-five. Loretta Sutliff, his wife, died in

May, 18.*>!>. aged sixty -six. There were eight children,

six of whom are now living, viz. : Samuel. Marv,

Loretta, and George, in Bronson; John, in Fairfield,

and David, in Greenwich.

William W. Beckwith and family moved in about

the same time and settled on the east part of lot six

in the third section. He died here August 5th. 1801,

Ugcd sixty-eight.

In ISIS Thomas Hagaman and family, from

Cayuga county. New York, frtok up their abode on

lot Xo. eight, section three. He died in this township,

at the age of seventy-nine. August 5th, 1851. His

wife survived him some ten years. There were three

c hildren. John. James, and George. The fir>t is

dead: James is blind, and George is a paralytic.

The first settlement in the fourth section was made
by Robert S. Southgate, of Barnard. Vermont. He
first caiQC to Ohio in the winter of 1S1*» in company
with Caleb Keith, Carlos Keith, Joshua Freeman,

and Jonathan Fish. They journeyed from Vermont
to New Lisbon, Ohio, in a sleigh: thence in a wagon
to Springfield (the snow having disappeared), where

a "sister of Southgate was living. They brought

with them their provisions, which consisted of half

a hujihel of baked pork, chickens, bread, a box of

cigars, and eight gallons of pofalo whilkg. South-

gate engaged at brick-making near Marietta until the

next October, when, in company with Caleb Keith,

he returned to Vermont The next fall he moved
out with his family, which consisted of his wife, his

father, Stewart Southgate. ami Samuel and Lucv
Taft, his adopted children. Nathan Keith and
family came at the same time. They stopped with

the Fays in N'orwalk township until Judge Southgate

could put up a house in Bronson. He built on lot

No. forty-oue in the fourth section. In January,

1*1?, he went mi font to the State of New York and
purchased of Tilly Lynda something over two thou-

sand acres. The tract cost him. including the ex-

pense of the survey and partition, about two dollars

and sixty cents per acre. Judge Southgate was a

man of superior ability and high character, and his

influence was always on the side of good order, edu-

cation, and morality. He was the first magistrate in

the township, and was seven years Associate Judge of

Common Pleas for Huron Countv. He died in Bron-

son May 9. 1S38, aged sixty-four, and his wife. Anna
Keith, died May 2, 1840, aged sixty-six. Stewart

Southgate, the father of Judge Southgate. died iu

this township in the year 1880.

Nathan Keith, about a year after his arrival, was

injured while at work in Carkhuff's saw-mill in Green-

field, which resulted in his death shortly afterwards.

Caleb Keith, who came out with Judge Southgate

in 1815, as elsewhere mentioned, moved his family

out the next year from New Hampshire, and settled

in New Haven, and resided there a few years and

then moved to Bronson and built a house on the hill,

a short distance east of the present residence of R. S.

Danforth. He did not purchase, but soon after re-

moved to Florence township, Krie county, and there

purchased a farm and settled. Carlos Keith married,

April 22, 1824. Elvira Pond, daughter of Muuson
Pond, who moved into Peru from Knox county the

year previous. Keith settled on lot number thirty-

four, in the fourth section, but afterward trailed his

farm for one-fourth interest in the mills of Southgate

and Pond, a short distance south of Macksville, in

Pern. He then took up his residence where Henry

Williams now lives.

Major Eton Guthrie, from Genoa. Cayuga county,

New York, came into the township in the summer of

1817, He purchased fifteen hundred acres of Judge

Southgate. eleven hundred on the south part and four

hundred on rite north part of section four. He built

his house where that of Abijah Nichols now stands

(lot forty-two), and the next year his family came on.

Major Guthrie died on this place Octotor 20, 18SS,

aged eighty-five. His daughter, widow of Henry

Terry, who, with her husband, were long residents of

Bronson, now lives in Norwalk with her son.

Prince Haskell came into the county in 181?. His

family came in 1819. They lived for a few years in

New Haven township, and then moved to Bronson,

locating where Mr. Nye now lives, near the west

township line in the fourth section. They afterwards

moved on to the farm now occupied by Mr. Thomas, in

the first section, and subsequently built a mill on High
Bridge creek. Mr. Haskell was a valuable accession

to the infant settlement, being -killful in making the

various implements and tools so necessary to the set-

tlers and so hard to get in the early days—>ueh as

plows, barrows, sleds, scythes, etc. His death oc-

curred in January, IS49. His father. Prince Haskell,

Sr., died in Peru in the spring of 1841, at the age of

eighty-two. He was iu the military service of the

United States during n part of the Revolutionary war,

and was afterwards taken a prisoner by the Indians

while at work on his farm in Massachusetts He was
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taken to Canada and given up to the British, by whom
he was thrown into prison nnd confined about a year, .

when he was released. He suffered many cruelties

during his captivity.

Jabez Peming. originally of Sandersficld, Berkshire

county, Massachusetts, moved to Bronson, with his

family, from the State of New York, in the spring

of 1817. and settled on lot number twelve, in the

third section. He had previously been in the town-
j

ship, and with Martin Kellogg and Jasper Under-

bill, assisted Almon Buggies in surveying the third

section. Jasper Underbill, and his brother David,

subsequently began on lot thirteen. Jaliez Detniug

moved to Xorwalk in 1872, where he died the follow-

ing fall. Several children are living, but none in

Bronson.

Amos Peming, brother of Jabez, came to Bronson

from Livingston county. New York, in March, 1818,

performing the journey on foot. He was then eigh-

teen years of age. He purchased fifty acres of his

brother, for whom he worked for a few years. June

10, 1821, he married Fanny Wetherell, of Livingston

county, New York, and moved on to his farm "in

Bronson. In 1850 he mored to the center of town,

where he now resides. His wife died in 1850, and he

subsequently married the widow of James Ford.

Among the early pioneers of Bronson was Ezra

Herriek. He was a native of Vermont, born April

25, 1770. and married, August 22. 1790, Catharine

Lott. who was born February 19, KM. He removed

to Bronson in January, 1819, ami settled on lot ten,

of the third section, erecting his cabin a short distance

Routh of the present residence of A. K. Lawrence.

Here he spent the remainder of his life. He died

PecemlH-r 24, 1853. Mr.-. Herriek died July 12, 1842.

The family consisted of nine children, seven boys and

two girls, as follows : Joel, Orpha, Ezra, Lott, Ann,

Ephraim, Abel, (iideon ami Isaac. Lott came to

Bronson in 1818, and married, in the fall of the same

year, Lola Sutliff, which was the first wedding in the

township. Mrs. Beckwith, living in Cincinnati, aged

eighty-three, and Ephraim Herriek, in his eighty-

third year, are the only surviving members of the

family. Mr. Herriek resides in Bronson, on the same

lot on which he settled with his parents >o many years

ago, making his home with his son-in-law, A. E.

Lawrence. His wife (formerly Electa Webb) died

April 28, 187*>, aged seventy-five years. Mr. Herriek

says the wolves, in the early settlement of the town-

ship, were numerous, and extremely troublesome,

often killing the sheep of the settlers under the very

walls of their cabins. They killed f..r his father one

night, in a pen within four rods of the house, two

of his little Hock, and left another with its hinder

parts denuded of Berth. He ( Ephraim ) determined on

having some sort of satisfaction for the outrage, built

a mil |h-h the next evening, about twenty rods from

the house, in which he tied a live sheep as a decoy,

and in the door set a large hcar-trap. The follow-

ing morning he found in the trap, not a wolf, but

ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

the xherp, with a leg broken. This was uot the kind

of satisfaction the young man was after. He car-

ried home his sheep, cut off the broken limb, ami

substituted a wooden one. The next night he took

another sheep for a stool-pigeon, and set the trap

outside of the pen, in the path the wolves had made

in their tramp around the inclosure the previous

night. The next morning he found the trap gone,

and with his rifle he followed its track about a mile

eastward, when he came upon a large gray wolf

among some bushes, with the trap attached to hi-

leg. He shot him, took off his hide, which he carried

to the county clerk, and received his bounty of three

dollars. Mr. II. afterwards, with a trap, captured a

young wolf, which he carried home alive.

Jonas Leonard came in with Major Guthrie and

subsequently married his daughter and settled in the

southwest corner of the township, where his widow
(second wife) now lives. His first wife, Abigail, died

in L S:S 7 . aged twenty-nine. Mr. Leonard was a man
of intelligence aud a most worthy citizen. He taught

the first school in the township of Peru. He died in

March. 1873.

Henry Terry settled on lot thirty-seven, in the.

fourth section, in 1810. He married a daughter of

Major Guthrie. He died October 2. 1843, aged forty-

seven, and his widow quite recently in Norwalk. at an

advanced age.

Edward L. Cole moved into Bronson from S<-ipio.

Cayuga county, New York, in 1821. He had visited

the township previously and worked for awhile for

Major Guthrie. He settled in the fonrth section,

where his son Joseph now lives. He died June 15,

1850, aged sixty. Mrs. Cole still occupies the place,

making her home with her son. She is now seventy-

six, and is a woman of more than ordinary intelligence

and strength of character.

Ix-mou Cole came out with his brother Edward
when the latter first came. He returned to New
York, and subsequently married and moved to Bron-

son about the year 1*24, settling on lot number thir-

ty-three. He died on this place in 1801, and there

are none of the family now in the township.

Paniel Bright man, formerly from Massachusetts,

came to Ohio in February, 1823. and located on lot

number five, section three, where the widow of the

son Alvau now lives. He died on this place in 1851,

aged seventy-seven. Mrs. Brightmau died many years

previous. There were eight children, of whom there

were two pairs «»f twins. Mrs. Jonas Parks (widow)

now living in Norwalk. is the only surviving memtx-r

of the family.

Aro Panforth came from Vermont to Bronson on

foot, in his twenty-first year, arriving in December,

1824. He had learned the carpenter and joiner trade

ii Barnard. Vermont, and followed it here until ix*'<l

or "0s\ He has built, and aided in building, about

one hundred framed house* in this region, mostly in

Bronson atid Peru. He married, in 1828. Miss [^ueyf

Taft, who came to Bronson with the family of Judge
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THOMAS LAWRENCE.

Thomas Lawrence, eldest son of Samuel Lawrence, was

born in South Salem (now Lewisboro'), Westchester Co.,

N. Y., May 8, 1794. His father was born in Fairfield
j

Co., Conn., Jan. 25, 1760. At sixteen years of age he

commenced service as a soldier in the Revolutionary war,

and was in many engagements at the closing of that strug-

gle. His father, Capt. Samuel Lawrence, settled at South

Salem, Westchester Co., N. Y., some time previous to the

struggle for liberty, and served through many engagements

U a commissioned officer. The Lawrence family are of
'

English descent, and, so far as known, were members of

the Presbyterian Church, Capt. Lawrence being an official

member of that body.

Our subject removed from South Salem, N. Y., to Huron

Co., Ohio, in 1833 ; commenced keeping house in a rude

log cabin, without any floor in it, three-quarters of a mile

west of the village of Olena. He soon after purchased

the farm now owned by his son, George B., located one-

half mile west of Olona, on which he ever after lived. He
was thrice married : first, to Clemenoc Reynolds, Nov. 27,

1823, who died Nov. 14, 1830
;
second, to Ada Bishop,

May 24, 1831, who died March 25, 1843, leaving no

family; third, to Brasilia Stone, May 9, 1844. By the

first union was born three children, viz. : John, born Oct.

17, 1824, died Dec. 25, 1860
;
Lucinda, born June 16,

1826, died March 16, 1S13; Alonzo, born Sept. 9, 1830,

and married, Jan. 1, 1856, to Lois Morse. The result of

this union was four children, viz., Thomas, Daniel, Edwin,

and Mary. George B., son of Thomas Lawrence and Dru-

silla Stone, was born June 7. 1840, and married, Feb. 8,

1869, to Emma J. Green; to them were born three chil-

dren, two of whom are living, viz., Clara and Martin.

Thomas Lawrence was a millwright and carpenter pre-

vious to his removal to Ohio, but, having taught school in

his early manhood, was noted as an extensive reader and

cogent thinker. For forty-six years he was a helpful

member of the Presbyterian Church, and was greatly es-

teemed for his benevolence to the needy, and his integrity

in the business relations of life.

It is related of him that his conscientious regard for

the sanctity of the Sabbath once lost him the purchase of

a farm at a good bargain, because ho declined to converse

on the subject on the holy day. He died at his homo in

Branson, Huron Co., Feb. 22, 1877, at the ripe age of

eighty-three years. His wife survives him, and resides

on the old homestead with her son, George B.

One night, as I lay sleeping and (lumbering nn my bed,

A vision then appeared,—a dream came in my head :

Tho awful day of judgment I thought had Purely come,

The Judge himself was there, to summon old and young.

I heard myself called forth by the trumpet loud and thrill

:

" Arise, ye sons of men, let yuur deeds be good or ill
!"

I trembled an I listened, with sorrow, grief, and woe

;

But could not bo exempted ; to judgment I must go.

I had not long been there until Satan came : I thought

lie came as my accuser, and all ray sins be bruugbt
;

Ho laid them before the Judge, and claimed me for his own,

I felt my crimes were great, and exclaimed, " I am undone !"

Tfie Judge then sweetly said, I II quickly end the strife:

I II see if the sinner s name stand, in the Book of Life."

Then the ltonk of Life was brought, the Judge did it unfold,

And the sinner's name was there in letter, wrote In gold.

The Judge then gravely aaid, "it Satan ! Satan ! May !

The sinoor's name is here, his sins are washed away."

Then Satan, trembling, roaring, anil in a dreadful fright,

He said uuto the Judge, " Those inditing, are not right."

The Judge then sternly -aid, "O Satan, do not lie;

Thou knowest very welt that for sinners I did die.

I died for my chosen ; their sins were laid on toe ;

In vain dost thou acn,.e them, they are secure from thee."

Compos. •{ by Thoma* /..iwrcitw, about 1832.

Digitized by Google



HISTORY OF HURON AND ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO. SSI

Southgate in 1816. Mr. and Mrs. Danforth first set-

tled on the farm now owned by Albert Crane, in the

southwest part of the township, but six or seven years

afterward sold and moved to Peru township, taking

up their residence half a mile south of Maeksville,

where he resided until the spring of 1876. Since then

they have lived with their son, Robert S. Danforth,

in Bronson. They are aged respectively seventy-five

atxd seventy-two.

Frederick Sears and William Gregory, and their

families, came from Cayuga county, New York, in

1827. Sears settled on lot thirty-one, in the fourth

section. He was subsequently elected Judge of Com-
mon Fleas and removed to Norwalk. (Jregory settled

on the lot adjoining Scars, on the south, and lived

there the remainder of his life. His son, Munson
Gregory, resides in Bronson. His widow lives with a

daughter, in Norwalk.

Martin Hester, with his parents, settled in Colum-

biana county, Ohio, in the year 180?. He married,

November 30, 1809, Mary M. Stough, and at the close

of the war of 1812 settled in Orange township, now
Ashland county. He removed to Bronson in the year

1827, and settled near the west line of the township,

where his son. Martin M. Hester, now resides. He
•lied in that place January 31. 1870, at the ripe age of

nearly eighty-three, surviving his wife about seven

years. They reared a family of five children, all of

whom are living, as follows: John S., in the township

of Norwich: Eliza W. (Mrs. Savage) in Berea; Sam-
uel, in Anderson, Indiana; Matthias'and Martin M.

in Bronson. The latter is the best authority on the

early history of Methodism in this region, and has

written some interesting sketches on that subject for

The Nonvalk Reflector.

George Lawrence and family moved in from Genoa,

Cavuga county. New York, in September. 1831, and

settled on lot number nineteen, section four, where

be and his aged wife now reside. Mr. Lawrence has

been deacon of the Congregational church of Peru

for about forty-five years. His brother Timothy Law-

rence came from the same place and settled on the lot

adjoining in the south in 1833. He subsequently

moved to the township of Norwalk and resided there

for a time, but finally came back to Bronson and now
occupies his original purchase.

William G. Mead, his wife and one child, his wid-

owed mother and two sisters from the same place, ar-

rived in the same year. Mr. Mead settled where he

now resides on lot seventeen in the fourth section.

His mother (Mrs. Wortbington) is yet liviug, ami has

reached the advanced age of ninety years.

The first settlers on the obi State road in this town-

ship were David Cole. Abijah Rundell and Nathan
Tanner. They came to Ohio from Cayuga count v.

New York, with their families, in the spring of 1815,

ami remained in the township of Avery (now Milan)

until 18K, when they moved into Bronson. Cole

made his location on lot sixteen in section three. He
resided here some eight or nine years, and then, his

j

wife having previously died, he returned to New
York and joined the Shakers, and his children be-

came scattered. His oldest son Hylas was killed in

1825, by the fall of a tree. He wa? in the woods out-

ing down a tree, from which, in falling, a large limb

was broken off, striking him on the head, and causing

instant death.

Mr. Rundell settled on the north half of the lot

seventeen, next south of Cole. He was a native of

Dutchess county, New York, and was born June 19,

1776. He married Betsey Parker, of Cavuga county.

New York, from whence he removed to Ohio as

previously stated. He died June 19, 1842.

Of their family of seven children but two remain,

viz.: Mrs. J. D. Knapp and Rial Rundell. both in

Bronson; the latter living on the old homestead.

Mr. Tanner located on the south half of lot seven-

teen. He removed from the township a number of

years after.

The next settler, south on this road, was Daniel W.
Warren. He was a native of New Jersev, but re-

moved to the Fire-lands from New York in 1814. He
lived for a while on the farm of Ebenezer Merry,

Esq., in Milan township, and in 1818, moved into this

township, settling on lot number eighteeu, section

number three. There are three children, as follows:

Elisha in Hartland: Adaliue (Mrs. C. C. Cad well),

and Charles L. in Bronson. The latter occupies the

place on which the family first settled.

David Conger, from Cayuga county, New York,

came to Bronsou in June, 1819. He came on foot to

Buffalo, thence to Sandusky on the first or second

trip of the first steamboat on Lake Erie the Walk-in-

thc-Water. His family followed in the fall, coming

with a brother to Buffalo, and from there to Ohio

with a Mr. DeWitt ami family. Mr. Conger settled

on the south part of lot number eighteen, where he

has since resided. He is now in his eighty-ninth year,

and is somewhat feeble both in body and mind. Mr.

Conger is a good and worthy man, ros|>ected by all

who know him. His wife, who was formerly Sally

Parker, died March 2. 1875, aged nearly eighty. Mr.

Conger served in the war of 1812, and was taken

prisoner by the British at the battle of Quccnstown.

The next settler on this road" was Bethuel Cole,

[ brother of David Cole, previously mentioned. He
moved in with his family from Ontario county, New

I York, in October, 1823, and settled on lot number
nineteen. Mr. Cole built a snug, hewed log hoiw,

where the dwelling of his son-in-law, T. J. McCague,

now stands. There was merely a blind path south of

them where the State road now is. The loneliness

and privations of the settlers were promotive of sym-

pathy and neighbor! iness. and the people in those

days, living five miles or more apart, exhibited a more
truly friendly concern for one another than do many
who dwell on the same lot nowaday*. Mrs. Cole in-

fiirius the writer that they were frequently visited bv

-ettlers in Fitchville, ami they were always .is ^lad to

see them as if they hail been long absent relatives.
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They would, of course, stay over night, as such a

journey and such visits as were made in those day*

could not be finished in a single day. Mr. Cole died

on his original location in 1 HT3. in the seventy-eighth

year of his age. Mrs. Cole, now an octogenarian,

still occupies the old homestead, making her home
with her son-in-law, T. J. McCague.

In June, 182»i, Caleb Heath and family, and his

wife's father, Andrus Porter, and family, joined the

settlement in this part of the township. Heath set-

tled on lot twenty, while Mr. Porter bought one hun-

dred acres of David Cole, on which he located. He
died on this farm in 18o7, and his wife afterward,

both aged eighty-eight. Heath, many years ago.

removed to Indiana, where he and his wife both

subsequently died.

Attrusha Cole, brother of David and Bethuel,

arrived in February. 182ft, and settled on lot number

twenty-two, section number three, where he has since

resided. He came out first in 181*. He is now

nearly eighty years of age. His wife died in Janu-

ary, 1870.

The first settlement in section two was made by

David Clark in 181G. He emigrated to Ohio from

Middletown, Connecticut, and took up some four

hundred acres of land in the above section, building

his cabin on lot number one. He died in Bronson,

about the year 1830, quite advanced in life. His wife

died afterwards. There were five sons and a daugh-

ter, who became the wife of Mr. John Laylin, of

Xorwalk. One of the sons now lives in Iowa, and is

the only surviving member of the family.

Joed Blish and family, of wife and three children,

came to Ohio from Hartford, Connecticut, in the fall

of 1822. He remained in Berlin township until

May, 1824, and then removed to this township, loca-

ting at first ot: the State mad, opposite where David

Cole then lived. Two or three years afterward he

changed his location to lot number twenty-six, in the

game section (second), purchasing his land of the

heirs of David Clark, and resided there until 18">4,

when he moved to the village of Norwalk, where be

ha-* -ince lived. He has arrived at the advanced age

of nearly eighty-eight.

In the same vicinity a man by the name of Harmon
Roscoe had settled a short time previous to the ar-

rival of Mr. Blish. He remained several years and

then removed to Clarkstield.

John Lyon and family, from Tompkins county.

Jvcw York, settled a -hoit distance north of the cen-

ter, on the east side of the road, in the year 1828.

After a residence there of some twenty years he

moved back to New York, where. In.th he and his

wife subsequently died.

The first settlement in the first section of this

township was made in 1823, by Jonathan Hull.

He died in 1828.

Alva Munsell came m and settled in 1827 or '28.

Seven or'eight years afterward he moved out of the

township.

Samuel Hull, brother of Jonathan, located just

east of Munsell in the spring of 1830. Many years

Afterward he moved to Seneca county.

Jacob Hicks settled on lot number twenty-seven in

1828, and a year or t wo afterward built a saw mill on

High Bridge creek. His little three-year-old daughter

was drowned in this creek in the spring of 1833.

While the people in the neighborhood were at a meet-

ing in the school house, one Sunday morning, a mes-

senger arrived with the startling announcement thai

" Little Martha Hicks is missing." The congregation

went immediately over to the house and began a search

for the missing child. Her foot prints were traced to

the edge of the stream, and shortly afterward, about a

mile below, her dead body was found floating among
-ome drift wood. It is supposed she started to go to

the mill, where her father and brothers were at work,

the stream being so high from recent rains a* to en-

danger the property.

Mr. Hicks was a man of intelligence and influence.

! and served some years as justice of the peace. He
moved into Peru township in 1838.

Daniel S. Morse, formerly from Berkshire county.

Massachusetts, came to Bronson from Monroe count v.

near Rochester, New York, in September, 183<>. He
settled a short distance north of Ksqtiire Hicks, on

lot number twenty-nine, in the first section, where
Mr.Yroman now lives. Six years afterward he moved
on to the State mad, just north of the creek, when
he has since resided. Mr. Morse ha.* tilled the olh'ce

of justice of the. peace two terms, and was township
clerk a number of years. He is now seventy-three

years of age, and his health is somewhat impaired.

Frederick Hicks and Ira Hull came in from the

,

State of Xew York in the year 1828. They sett lis)

to the north of Mr. Morse. Hicks, about the year

164!>, moved to Michigan. Hull afterwards moved
on to the Slate road, but finally removed to some
western State.

Orrin Hicks arrived in the spring of ItCJU; subse-

i
quently married Sallie (Jregory. and settled on the lot

|

adjoining Mr. Morse on the north. He moved to

Norwich in a few year*, and finally to Iowa.

Abner Sylvester and family moved in from Court

-

land county, New York, in September, 1831, ami
settled on lot number thirty-five in the first section.

The place is now owned by X. S. Hakes. The set-

tlers were so few in that part of the township that it

required two days to rai-c I heir house. Mr. Sylvester

j

was a pioneer Baptist preacher. He rode all through

tins region of country, preaching in Bronson. Fair-

field, Peru, Huron county, Berlin. Erie county, and
in Lorain county, traveling much of the way through

unbroken forest, with nothing to guide him but blazed

tree-. Iii 1st*; they moved 4o Olena, and four veai>

afterwards returned to New York, where they resided

until IStii!. when he removed to Kalamazoo count v.

Michigan, where he and his wife now live, aged re-

spceiiwlv seventy-nine and seventy-three. Mr. Syl-

vester preached for the Baptist Church in Bronson
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ALVIN BRIGITTMAN.

Alvin Brightman, son of Daniel Brightman and

Elizabeth Bronnell, was born Jan. 11, 1818, in the

town of Scipio, Cayuga Co., N. Y. He removed

with hie parents to Bronson, Huron Co., in the

month of February, 1822. He was the youngest of

a family of eight children,—a twin, his brother Al-

fred, surviving him a little more than two years.

Was united in marriage, Dec. 8, 1842, to Pamclia

C. Douglass ; to them were born four children, three

daughters and one son, all of whom are still living

except the eldest, she dying at the age of seven

years.

At the age of eighteen Mr. Brightman experi-

enced religion, subsequently uniting with the Pres-

byterian Church, of which he was always a member

and a liberal supporter.

He was a Republican in politics, and served two

terms as county commissioner ; was also president of

the Huron County Agricultural Society three years.

He always lived on the same farm purchased by his

father, and died very suddenly, at the age of fifty-

seven years and eight months. He was a kind and

affectionate husband, an indulgent father, a good

neighbor, and a man much res|ieeted.
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fur twenty years, and is highly reflected by all who
know him. Mrs. Sylvester is a woman of much force

of character and of earnest piety.

J. D. Knapp, from Onondaga, Onondaga county,

New York, came to Bronson in the spring of 1830.

He married. October 22. 183-2. Diana, daughter of

Abijah Rundell. and settled where he now resides.

They have raised a family of seven children, all of

whom are living.

Daniel Sumerliu was an early settler on the place

now occupied by Charles Herrick. The family came
from the State of New York. They finally moved to

Seneca county.

Thomas Lawrence came to this township from

Westchester township, New York, with his family,

consisting of his wife and three children, in dune,

lt>33. He lived for a few months on lot thirty-five,

in the fourth section, after which he purchased a

farm half a mile west of where Olena has since been

built. There he continued to reside until his death,

which occurred February 22, 18??, at the advanced

age of eighty-three years. Mr. Lawrence was a man
of the best type, industrious, persevering and public-

spirited. He was. moreover, a true Christian, and

was, from the date of its organization, a most effi-

cient member of the Presbyterian Church at Olena.

He was married a third time, and his widow, with a

son, Ch B. Lawrence, now occupies the old homestead.
James R. Knight was one of several sons of a wid-

owed mother, wbo came to Norwalk in 1824. The
same year he went to Bronson, and worked there

until of age. He moved to New Haven in 1*3?, and
to Ripley, where he now resides, in 1863. His first

wife was Clarissa Bureh; his second, Louisa Fuller.

Several of his children died young. George A. and
Clara are living at home. Mr. Knight made and
sold, about the year 1835, the first spring wagon sold

in Norwalk.

Daniel Angell, a native of Rhode Island, removed
from the State of New York to Fairfield township in

June, 1S32, and settled on the farm now occupied bv

Reuben Carpenter on the Norwalk and Fairfield road,

now called the new State road. He resided there

some eight years, when he removed to Bronson, loca-

ting at Olena, where his son Ephraim kept tavern a

number of years, as mentioned elsewhere. Ephraim
Angell subsequently exchanged the hotel property for

the farm he now occupies, and his parents afterwards

lived with him. Daniel Angell died, in 1S.*>4. aged

seventy-two. and Mrs. Angell in 18?5, in her eighty-

ninth year.

In July, 1836, Ephraim Angell married Eliza J.

Adams, daughter of Peter Adams, of Fairfield. Mr.

Adams moved to that township from Cayuga county,

New York, in 1825, and begau on a place a mile and
a ouartor north of the village of North Fairfield. He
afterwards located more permanently on a farm of

three hundred acres southwest of the same village.

He died there September UK 1851. Mrs. Adams
died in August. 1850.

so

James Ford and family came from Tompkins

county, New York, to Bronson in the fall of 1833,

and settled on lot thirty-five in the first section,

opposite where Norman S. Hakes now lives. The

land is now owned by Mat bias Hester. Mr. Ford

died in this township in 1845, and Mr* Ford after-

wards married Amos Demiug. with whom she is now

living at the center of Bronson.

Alexander McPherson, at the age of twenty-five,

emigrated from Londonderry, Ireland, to the United

States in the year 1830. He married, May 2. 1833,

Haunah McKnight, of Seneca county, New York,

ajid resided in that State until the year 1839, when he

removed to the Fire-lands, settling first in the town-

ship of Ruggles, but removing eighteen months

afterwards to Bronson. He located in this township

on lot number seventeen, in the first section, and re-

sided there until 1806, when he moved to the place

he now occupies—lot number nine in section three.

Mr. McPherson has creditably filled various offices

of public trust. He was a Republican Representa-

tive from this county to the State Legislature at the

session of 1860-61; has also been coroner of the county,

I

and was elected justice of the peace in 1843. and

again in 1868. He is now iu the seventy-fifth year of

his age. Mrs. McPherson died June 4, 18?6. Wil-

I liam McPherson (father of Alexander McPherson)

and his family arrived in Bronson in 1833, and settled

on lot number nineteen iu the first section, where

they afterwards resided. Mrs. MePherson's death

occurred in 1853 at the age of seventy-six, preceding

her husband a few years, who died at the age of

eighty-four. Of the six children, three are now liv-

ing and in this township, viz: Alexander. Elizabeth,

and William. The latter occupies the old homestead.

Elizabeth married Andrew McPherson, a cousin, and

resides on lot number ten in section two.

Benjamin Haines came from Massachusetts with

his brother George and family. Bartlctt Davis and

wife, and Calvin 6. Chaffee and family in the spring

J

of 1833. He settled where his son-in-law, Charles

Herrick, now lives. His brother, after a short resi-

dence iu Bronson, settled in Ripley, where most of

the family died of a malignant disease communicated

to the family by a young mail from one of the

Southern States. Benjamin Haines died soon after

of the same disease. Mr. Chaffee and Mr. Davis set-

tled in Hartland, and the latter and the widow of the

former are still living tbere.

In November. 183?, Isaac E. Town, with wife and

one child, moved into Bronson from Onondaga county.

New York, ami settled where he now resides—on the

Norwalk ami Olena road. This part of the township

was then very new, the road had only been cut out,

and a team would hardly be seen to pass once a month.

The settlers assisted each other in their logging, and

Mis. Town herself has burned log-heaps many a night

until twelve o'clock. On the land which they pur-

chased stood a poor apology of a house, which an

uncle of Mr. Town had built for a son. The door
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and window were made of puncheon*, the roof was of

hark, and the floor consisted of a single board. In

this the family took u«» their abode, and began pioneer

life. One night, shortly afterward, the family were

awakened by a noise in the direction of their prist

—

which Mr. T. had brought home from mill the day

before—and on investigation it was discovered that a

hog had got into the house aud sadly reduced their

stock of breadstuff.

Mr. and Mrs. Town have had an old-fashioned

family of twelve children, nine of whom are living,

and all but two settled in life, but widely scattered.

Mr. Town was born January 10, 181'*, and Mrs,

Town February 3, of the same year.

Joseph Park and family, consisting of his wife and

eix sons, emigrated from the county of Donegal, near

Londonderry, Ireland, to Bronson in the year 1847.

He made his location in the first section, on lot num-
ber twenty-one. where he continued to reside until

his death, which occurred November 0. 1800. aged

fifty-eight. Mrs. Park died .January 1, 1801, at the

age of fifty-six. Of their six children, five are yet

living, us follows : Joseph, in Bronson. on the road

running from Olena to N'orwalk : Robert, on the

south line of the township; James, in Hartland, one

mile east of Olena : William Henry, (U. S. ganger,)

in Cincinnati, and Alexander on the old homestead iu

Bronson, a mile and a quarter north of Olena.

Matthew died January 20, 1874, unmarried.

The first German settler in the township was Peter

Seifert, who came from Cayuga county, New York,

in the fall of 1817. He settled on lot iinmln'i' five,

in the third section, but after a few years returned to

New York, where he died iu 1828. He was in the

service of the United States during nearly the whole

of the Revolutionary war. There was no general

emigration of Germans, or other foreigners, to Bron-

son. however, until 1828. That year several families

moved in. the first of which were those of Peter

Bowers. Joseph Carobin, aud Anthony Phillips, who

emigrated from France. Peter Bowers located where

his son Peter now lives. He died there in the year

1844. There is now a considerable German popula-

tion in the township, mostly in the northwest part.

In the returns of the enumeration of the white male

inhabitants, over the age of twenty-one years, in

Huron county in 1827, as made by George Sheffield,

county assessor, the following jhtsous are given as

such inhabitants of Bronson:

Job T
John Buchanan
Jame* Kllby.

Warren Mluer.

Perex Miner.

David Cole.

idntfarta.

Lot Herriek

William Huyck.
Lester Clark

Oanlel Sumerllu

Jonathan Hull William Taylor.

Alvau MuiweU. Abljab Bundle
Timothy Taylor

Ai«jlln» Fay. Jam.-, < ole UavM Conner
Bnant .lohn«on Andrew Porter

Klhan Power*. Simon Atnwerman Ira Porter.

IMUH Coir Henry Beam. Oanlel W Warren
Frederick Seara Samii'4

! Pariah. Tliomaa Warren.
Peter Selfret Jacob Taylor Wm W Beckwith.
F>ra Herrlck Ebeu Out brie hanlrl L Clark

Sat han Suilin". John Colli* JalM-z Clark

Al>el Ilernck Jonas Lvonanl Ammo Roscoe

Thomaa llivamari. E-lward K Ooif Heury Terry.

.lame* V HarftutiaiL. .lame* CorlKKt HaUey Terrv

John Hajtaman Joel Ith.h LmmmM Siph'Tt

J..hn B HOMW Tilly Poyer Martin Kellotfir

RoM S, i

Hal«y Clark.

FlItsT F.\ EXTS.

The first w hile child bom in Bronson was Timothy

T. Newcomb, son of Benjamin and Statu Newcomb,

He was born Julv 0, 1810. the next dav after the

burial of his father, who was killed by the kick of a

horse, as previously mentioned. He married, Sep-

tember 9, 1840, Friuda Ooodell, of Shalersville, Ohio,

and moved to Hiram. Ohio, where they have since

resided.

The first couple married was Lott Herrick and

Lola Sutliff. This event occurred October 10, 1818,

at the house of Nathan Sutliff. Robert S. Southgate,

justice of the peace, performing the nuptial ceremony.

They settled on the north line of the township, but

some years afterward removed to Indiana, where both

subsequently died.

At a later hour of the same day Judge Southgate

united in marriage John Laylin. of Nonvalk, and

Olive Clark, daughter of Daniel ( lark.

The first death wus that of Benjamin Newcomb,

who was killed by the kick of a horse, July 4. 1810.

the circumstance* of which have already been given.

SCHOOLS.

The first school in BfOtlSou was kept by Lola Sut-

liff. in the log barn of Martin Kellogg, in the sum-

mer of 1818. Her scholars were Maudane. Lacy,

Rebecca and Polly Kellogg: Lucy, Jane. Tina. Klean-

or and John Am.ncrman : Peggy and John Welch.

The teacher received seventy-five cents per week, her

wages being paid by tin- parents in proportion to the

number of children sent.

The first school-house was built (of logs, of course)

on the north part of Nathan Sutlitfs farm, a short

distance west of the present frame, in the fall of 1819.

Martin Kellogg taught the gchool in it the next win-

ter, and was the first male teacher in the township.

The house was unfinished at the time he opened his

school, and he and Wm. W. Beckwith put it in con-

dition for occupancy. He had about twenty scholars

and received fifteen dollars per mouth.

The earliest religious meetings were held at this

school-house, and a remarkable revival occurred there

iu the winter of 1848-34, when twenty-one heads of

families were converted and afterwards united with

the church.

The first school-house erected for the benefit of the

State road settlement, was built on the north town

line. One of the most efficient early teachers in this

house was Ksipiire John Dounce. who lived iu the

southern part of N'orwalk township. He taught sev-

eral terms and is remembered as an excellent teacher.

The first school-house built for the ncCnmitloJ ation

of the sealers in the first set-lion, was ereeled on tin;
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farm of Esquire Jacob Hicks on lot twenty-seven, just

south of the creek. The house was subsequently

moved south to the corners, on the southeast corner

of Elder Sylvester's farm. The earliest settlers in

the fourth section were sent to Macksville to school.

CHURCHES.

With the exception of the Catholic Church, the

churches in this township are all located at Olena.

THE BAPTIST CHURCH

was organized at the log school house, which then

stood on the farm of Esquire Hicks, by Klder Phil-

lips, of Birlin, iu thi> summer of 1834. There were

sixteen persons composing tho organization, as fol-

lows: Abner Sylvester and wife. Frederick Hicks and
wife, Hinkley and wife. Hiram Newhall and
wife, Nathan Stewart and wife, Jacob Hicks and
wife, William'^"roman. Abel Richardson, Mr. Burras

and Mrs. Barber. Jacob Hicks was elected clerk of

the church, and Frederick Hicks deacon. The Ant
and only pastor for nearly twenty years was Elder

Sylvester. The school house was used as a place of

worship until the erec tion of the church building at

Olena in the year 1842. The church was built by

Hiram Newhall, and cost about one thousand dollars.

Since Elder Sylvester, Mr. Hull, Mr. Ames, Mr.

Critchet, Mr. Gray and Mr. I slip have officiated as

p.istors. The latter began his labors in the spring of

1878, and continues in charge. The present member-
ship is about one hundred. The officers are as fol-

lows: H. M. Hood and Mark Ammcrman, deacons;

Charles Reed, Charles Blackmail and George Fuller,

trustees; Angus McDonald, clerk.

H. M. Hood is the superintendent of the Sabbath

school.

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

was organized at the house of Daniel S. Morse, April

23, 1835, by a committee of the Huron Presbytery,

consisting of Rev. E. Conger and Deacon Joseph

Pierce, and was composed of fifteen members. On
the following sixth of June the society met at the

school house at the center of town, and elected Daniel

S. Morse, John Hagamati ami Thomas Lawrence,

elders for one. two and three years respectively.

The use of the center school house as a place of

worship was objectionable to a few of the inhabitants

there, not members of the church, and the place of

meeting was soon changed to Angell's Corners (now
Olena). The church continue 1 with usual pro-pcrity

under the labor of Rev. T. Keiman and Rev. J. Ed-

wards until the spring of 1841). At this time, during

the pastorate of Rev. E. P. Salmon, the subject of

the erection of a house of worship began to be dis-

cussed. The church was unanimous as to the neces-

sity of a building, but was divided as to the proper

place of location. The members living near the

center desired it located there, while those in the

vicinity of Augc H's Corners regarded that the letter

location. This division of sentiment resulted in a

division of the church, the center portion, under the

lead of the pastor, withdrawing and forming a Con-

gregational society. The balance of the church ap-

plied to the Presbytery for advice, and were advised

to continue their meetings, and consider themselves

still as the First Presbyterian Church of Bronson, and

iu connection with the Presbytery. During the year

1841, the church was under the care of Rev. E. Scott.

In July, 1842, Rev. E. P. Sperry commenced preach-

ing half of the time, and continued his labors three

years aud a half.

In the spring of 1847, Rev. J. M. Hayes began his

labors as pastor, preaching half of the time, and con-

tinued with success for three years.

December. 1850, Rev. Joel Talcott became jmstor

and remained for one year.

Rev. E. Conger began his labors as pastor in Feb-

ruary. 1852, preached one-half of the time, and
officiated nntil June, 1855. In August of the same
year, the Rev. John McCutcheon began his pastorate

and continued five years. Rev. J. I). McCord began

his labors for the church in September, 18<J1, and

continued until March, 1865. In the following May,
Rev. Hubbard Lawrence commenced his pastoral re-

lation and remained until the spring of 1808. From
that time until January 1, 187<>, the church was with-

out a pastor, during which Rev. Marcus Palmer, a

<pioudam Indian missionary, supplied the pulpit. At
the date mentioned, Rev. T. D. Bartholomew com-
menced his service as pastor and officiated until the

close of the year 1877. He was succeeded by Rev. A.

Cone, whose term of service has not expired.

After the withdrawal of the center members the

remnant of the church built a small frame building,

which is now used as a Sabbath school room.

In 1801, the present brick church edifice was

erected, chiefly through the efforts of Deacon Thoma*
Lawrence. The building cost something over twenty-

three hundred dollars. It contains a fine bell, the

cost of which was four hundred and fifty dollars.

The membership of the church is now something

over one hundred.

John Ernsberger, N. II. Spencer and James Park
are the Deacons. The latter is the superintendent of

the Sabbath school.

The Congregational church, soon after their seces-

sion from the Presbyte rian church, erected a house of

worship a mile north of the center, the land of which

was donated by Mr. Bethuel Cole. The church con-

tinued with a fair degree of prosperity until the

organization of the Congregational church at Nor-

walk, when it was disbanded.

THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

at Olena was formed in 1*53, by a union of a North
Fitchville class and a Hart land class wit h some mem-
bers from Bronson and Fairfield. The following arc

,
the names of the original member* so far as we have
been able to get them: M. E. Butler, leader. Mahala
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Butler, I). M. Pratt, local preacher, Mary Pratt, Es-

ther Roberts, Cornelia Johnson, Jude Vanduscn, Ann
Eliza Yaudusen, James Buck, Lottie Buck, Thomas
Crawford, Chloe Crawford, Hannah Mead, Hannah
Farrar, James M. Ward. Abbie J. Ward, S. L. Mead,

Mary A. Mead, Altnitia Mead, Ambrose Royce. Bet-

sey Royce, Rhoda Buck, Caroline Royce, John Owens,

Nancy Owens, Richard Owens, Ann Eliza Buck, Lo-

viua Miller, John I>. Cheney, Elizabeth Cheney.

The meetings were first held in the Baptist church,

which had been kindly offered to them by that society,

and subsequently in the small frame building of the

Presbyterians, the Methodists using the house in the

forenoons and the Presbyterians in the afternoon.

The pastors that officiated for the church were the

circuit preachers of that period. Some of the earliest

are the following: James Mclntyre. True Pattee, John

Hazard, Shadrach Ruark. Cyrus Carpenter, Jacob

Ragan, Ebenezer Chase, Adam Minear. The present

pastor is Rev. K. J. X. Booth, who also preaches at

other points. The church building was completed

and dedicated in March. 18*10, Rev. William B.

Disbro, preaching the sermon on the occasion. Rev.

Ralph Wilcox was the pastor at that time. Rev. Mr.

Richards and E. Y. Warner were then on the Fairfield

circuit, and Edward R. Jewett was presiding elder of

the Sandusky district. The building cost about sev-

enteen hundred dollars. The church membership at

the present time is eighty-live. The class-leaders are

Jared Pond, Anson Newman. William Pond and Ed-

ward Butler; stewards. Jared Pond and Matthias

Hester; trustees, Edward Butler, Jared Pond, David

Holmes, Leander Mead and Anson Newman: local

preacher. Rev. D. M. Pratt.

THE CATHOLIC CHUBCH,

located on the west township line, in the northwest

part of the township, was organized in the year 1831,

and consisted of about eight families. At the time of

organization there was no similar church nearer than

Canton. The first building was a frame, erected in

the year 1832, and stood a short distauce north of the

present house. The stone church was built in 1851.

The stone were obtained in Brouson. on lot number

two. in the first section. The society now numbers

about eighty-five families, a majority of whom reside

in Peru township. The church is at present under

the care of Rev. M. Dechant. The Cat holies erected

a large brick school house just west of the church

during the past year.

TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATION.

At a meeting of the commissioners of Huron county,

( Frederick Fallcy, EbenezerMem and Bildad Adams,)

held on the 18th day of February, 1817, on petition

of David (Jihhs and other-, the township- of Brouson

and Norwalk, numbers three and four in the twenty-

second range, were set off from the township of Hu-

ron, to be organized as a separate township by the

name of Norwalk. The election for township officer*

was held at the house of Hanson Read, in Norwalk

township, in April. 1817. Rok-rt S. Southgate. Sam-

uel B. Lewis and Abijah Comstock constituting the

board of election. There was uo one present who

could lawfully qualify the board, and Esquire Little-

field was brought from Ridgefield for that purpose.

The squire's duties were so new to him that he was

unable to administer the oath, and had to repeal it

after Abijah Comstock. a former justice of the peace,

aud a member of the election board on this occasion.

On the 4th of March. 1822, the countv commis-

sioners (Eli S. Barnum, Robert S. Southgate and

Amos Woodward,) "ordered, on the jtetition of Edward

C. Cole and others, that townships number two aud

three, in the twenty-second range (the first Fairfield

and the second Bronson). lie organized with township

privileges, and that the same be known by the name

of Bronson." The election for township officers was

held at the house of Ezra Merrick, April 1. 188$.

Robert S. Southgate, John D. Ho-kins and Timothy-

Taylor were chosen judges, and Martin Kellogg and

Abel Brownell clerk- of election. Township officers

were elected as follows: Martin Kellogg, clerk; Abijah

Rundell, Timothy Taylor and Philip Moffit. trustees;

Eben Guthrie and Ezra Herrick, overseers of the

poor: Daniel Warner aud Thomas Hagaman, fence

viewers; Abel Brownell and Jonas Leonard, appraisers

of property; Jonas Leonard, lister; E. W. Herrick,

constable; Henry Terry, treasurer; Edward L. Cole.

Nathan Sutliff, Lester Clark. Abel Brownell, John

Crawford, Benjamin F. Taylor aud Eliphalet W. Day,

supervisors of highways. The number of votes polled

at this election was forty-four, the names of the elec-

tors being as fellows: Halscy Clark, Fl>cn Outline. Jr.,

Martin Kellogg, Ephraim W. Herrick. John Craw-

ford. John G. Taylor. Kzra Herrick, Edward L. Cole,

Henry Terry, Abel Brownell. Carlos Keith, Job T.

Reynolds. Alvan Munsell, Daniel Warren, Bryant

Johnson, Amos Harkness. John Sample, John DeWitt,

Eliphalet W. Day, William Baker, Isaac DeWitt,

Thomas C. Wilson, John D. Hoskins. Koliert S.

Southgate, Henry Sifert. Philip Moffit, Abel Herrick,

David Conger, Thomas Ervin, Spencer Baker, Jabes

Demiug, Nathan Sutliff, Win. W. Beckwith. Jonas

Leonard. Timothy Taylor. Uster Clark, Benjamin F.

Taylor. Eben Guthrie. Nathan Tanner, Simon Am-
merman, Perry U. Beckwith, Abijah Rundell, Thomas

Hagaman. Ezra Herrick, Jr.

In the spring of 1823 Fairfield was detached from

Brouson, and organized for independent action. The

following township officers for Bronson were elected

in April of the current year, to wit: X. II. Saucer,

clerk; James Stoue, Charles L. Warreu and Thomas

Beach, trustee-; Norman S. Hakes, treasurer: J. K.

Buffington, assessor: John Buftingiou and Martin M.

Hester, justices of the peace.

IM.vr OFFICK.

The first post office was established at the center of

the township about the year 1*20 or '80. John Lvn
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was the first postmaster, who served a number of years.

Since Mr. Lyon. Ezekiel Morse, J. A. Nichols, Isaac

Sanford. Christian Conger ami Amos Dealing have

successively officiated as postmasters. The office was

vacated in 1861.

The office at Olena was originally located in the

northwest part of Fitchville township, and was called

North Fitchville. It was established about with

a Mr. Morgan as postmaster. The office was moved

to its present location in 1841, where it was tirst kept

by Andrew Godfrey. His successors have been, re-

spectively, Joseph L. Smith, C. \V. Manahan, William

King, Dr. L. Johnson, Walter Gallup, B. \V. Green,

Dr. G. W. Stetson, Orlando Gifford and N. H.

Spencer, the present incumbent.

MILLS.

No grist mills have ever been built in Bronson. In

the early settlement of the township, the settlers

obtained their grinding, usually, at the grist mill of

David Mack, at Macksville. sometimes at Carkhuffs

mill in Greenfield, and, occasionally, even at Mans-

field.

There have been a number of saw mills erected in

the township. There were formerly five in operation

on High Bridge creek at the same time. The names

of their builders, beginning at the first, near Olena,

and going down stream, were Jacob Hicks, Picket

Latimer, Prince Haskell, Messrs. Sears and Herrick,

and Martin Kellogg. These mills did an extensive

business.

There was also a saw mill on the branch of the

Huron, farther uorth, but the name of the builder is

not known. Major Guthrie also built one on the east

branch of the Huron.

There is now but one mill in the township—the

saw mill of Addison Heath, at tin- center.

The ouly cheese factory in the town is situated ou

the south line, and was established in the spring of

18??. by Messrs. Pratt and Tucker, by whom it is

still owned.

OLENA VILLAGE.

In the southeast part of the township, on the Hart-

land line, is the village of Olena. the first house in

which was built by Win. H. Burras, in 1S32. He pur-

chased sixteen acres of land on the southeast corner

of the cross-roads, and put up a log house where the

dwelling of Dr. D. A. Wood now stands. He mar-

ried Ruth Palmer, daughter of Abijah Palmer, of

Fitchville, September 22, 1835, and moved into his

log cabin, previous to which he had occupied with

his parents. Mr. Burras located at the cornels with

the intention of subsequently opening a tavern: but

his wife's opposition on temperance grounds, iudueed

him to give up the project, and after a residence there

of some three or four years he moved just across the

line into Haitland, and settled on one hundred and

thirty acres on lot nu tuber one of the fourth section

of that township, where he afterwards resided. He
died in July, 18?'!, aged sixty-eight. Mrs. Burras

subsequently moved to Olena, where she now lives

with a married daughter. They had six children,

only three of whom are living, as follows: Abijah. on

the farm in Hartland, where his parents formerly re-

sided: Mrs. Joseph La/.ell, in Fitchville, on the old

homestead of her grandfather: Abijah Palmer and

Mrs. David Sunimerlin in Olena.

Samuel Burras, an older brother of William, came
with his family from the State of New York a short

time afterward, and first located on the old state road,

but soon after Inuight a short distance southeast of

Olena, and erected a log house, where his widow now
lives, which was one of the first buildings in the

place.

Among the earliest houses built at Olena, besides

those mentioned, were those of Joel Wooley, on the

southwest corner of the cross-roads: Hiram Allen, ou

the northwest corner, and John Moore a short dis-

tance west of Allen.

The first tavern at Olena was kept, in a small way,

by Benjamin Drake, in a log house, some twenty rods

south of the corners, about the year 1835. In 1840

Daniel Angell bought out Drake, and his son. Ephraitn

Angell, continued the tavern about two years, when

he bought the sixteen acres of William H. Burras,

I and erected a framed hotel on the southeast corner of

the cross-roads, ami kept a tavern there for ten years.

Andrew Godfrey built a frame tavern on the southwest

corner, which is still standing, in 1841, or about that

time, and kept the first j>ost office there. The tavern

business at this )>oint, in the olden tunes of wagon
trade, was something immense. Mr. Angell reports

that he used frequently to keep over a single night

more than a hundred teams and teamsters. The rate

was fifty cents, including snp|>er and breakfast for a

man and four-horse team.

The first store at Olena was occupied by Noah Close,

but at what date we are unable to determine. The
business, however, was not extensively carried on until

about 1850. when C. W. Manahan, now of Manahan,

Taber & Co., of Norwalk, and Courtland Cannon es

tablished a store on the southeast corner, in the build-

ing formerly occupied as a hotel by Mr. Angell. They
continued some two years, and until the death of Can-

non, when Ixwis Manahan lxcame a partner of his

brother. They afterwards erected the building now
occupied as a general store by Mr. Knight, and con-

tinued there some years. The village was formerly

called AngelPs Corners, and continued to be so called

for several years, when, at a public meeting of

the citizeus, the name wai changed to Olena. The
village now contains ulMHit fifty or sixty families, with

|
the following business places, to wit: one general

store, one grocery, one millinery shop, one hotel, two

wagon shop., two blacksmith shops, two shoe shop.-,

one cooper shop, and one tile vard.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

Mr Samuel S. Newcomb. Mrs. Elizabeth Newcomb.

THE NEWCOMBS OF BRONSON.

The present representatives of the Newcomb fam-

ily in Bronson arc descendants of Benjamin and

Stuta Newcomb, who settled in that township in

1811. It is not definitely known where Benjamin

Newcomb was born, as the old records of the family

have been destroyed, but it is probable that his birth

took plnce in 178'J, as the fact of his baptism in that

year is mentioned in the genealogy of the family.

Benjamin Newcomb came originally from Durham,
Connecticut, removed from there to Pennsylvania,

thence to Trumbull county, Ohio, and from there to

Bronson, as above stated, or rather at first to Nor-

walk, just north of the township line. He had an

experience of pioneer life that was seldom equaled

upon the Fire-lands.* He was one of that small,

brave band of settlers who endured, from 1819 to the

close of the war in 1814, many of the severest priva-

tions, suffered from the constant apprehension of a

visit from the hostile Indians, and several times was

actually obliged to seek safety in the block house at

Mansfield. When the war was concluded, he had but

a short time to enjoy the condition of peace and

security whic h the people in the scattered settlements

enjoyed. Only two years after the cessation of hos-

tilities and t ho return of the settlers to their homes,

Mi" Newcomb niel with a violent death while return-

ing from Tnixville (now Ganges). He was killeil

almost instantly by the kick of a horse. Mis widow
died in Mansfield in WW.

*A» thr i-vrnt* of hit tiff Hi Broii'uiii ilw-lu* «n<l nflrr the war arr
luity Rpekra of ilat alwi*, it la imwcnMnr tv vnu-r into rttttll Urn;

Benjamin and Stata Newcomb were the parents

of four children—Samuel Sterling, Clark, Mary
and Timothy Jabez, the eldest of whom was more
prominently identified with the progress and growth
of Bronson than any of the others. Upon the death

of his father the family were scattered, the children

being compelled by necessity to separate, and Samuel
was bound out to a farmer in Trumbull county, who
treated linn in a most shamefully cruel manner, until

he was released, from what was really a condition of

slavery, through the interference of relatives and
friends. He afterwards worked in various places

through Northern Ohio, and finally returned to

Bronson, where ho continued his industrious habits

of Labor, and eventually, through the close saving of

his hard earned wages, was able to buy a farm. This
was the piece, consisting of one hundred acres, upon
which his son lives. His life was an almost ceush-ss

grind of labor. He cleared up bis farm with no other

ssistancc than thai which his son gave him, when
old enough, and absolutely wrung a living from the
soil that it took the greatest of efforts to bring into a
state of cultivation. Though he was a man of but
little education, in the common acceptance of the
term, he acquired, through observation, experience,

reading and reflection, u good knowledge of men and
affairs in the world at large. His was a character
more truly worthy of admiration and emulation
than most of those made famous by so-called great
deeds, lb- was simple, manly, strong, hottest, indus-
trious—a good man, true to himself, and one who
fulfilled, patiently and willingly, his humble destrnv
lie was horn September IHH*. and |w*xed to his
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reward after the allotted three score years and ten.

—a busy, useful life, December 12. 1870.

The sharer of his life and labor, Elizabeth, daugh-

ter of Shubael and Betsey Newman, lie married when

in his twenty-seventh year. September 11, 1834. They

had two children: Samuel Benjamin, born October

23, 1835. and Mary Elizabeth, born April 23. 1838.

Samuel Benjamin Newcomb lives upon the old

homestead. He married Margaret, daughter of John

and Agnes Kennedy, of Bronson. Mary Elizabeth

Newcomb, also resident in Bronson, married William

Kennedy, a brother of her brother's wife, and is now

a widow, her husband having been killed by the

bursting of a boiler several years since.

DAVID CONGER

was born in the township of Bern, Albany county,

New York, August 28, 1T90. and was the fifth child

in a family of twelve (six sons and six daughters), of

Reuben and Lydia Conger,—the former born in New
Jersey, and both of New England origin. Our sub-

ject, the only surviving mombcr of this once large

family, when fourteen years of age. removed from

Bern. Albany county, to the township of Semphronius,

Cayuga county, New York, where he remained till

June, 181!), when he removed to Bronson, Huron
couuty, Ohio, and settled on a piece of land (the old

homestead) purchased previously by his father, con-

sisting of fifty-three acres, and began the life of a

pioneer, the Fire-lands being mainly an unbroken

wilderness. Here he cut the first tree, and erected a

rude log cabin, about fifty feet to the rear of the

present residence of his son, Edward Conger. He
was married, December 2.5th, 1814, to Sarah Parker,

daughter of George and Phebe Parker, of Semphro-

nius, Cayugu couuty. New York. By this union were

born four children, viz: Catharine. (Jeorge R., Ed-

ward and Delilah, all living, except George, who died

February 15, 1850, aged thirty-five years, three mouths

and one day. Mrs. Conger, wife of David, died

March 2, 18T5. aged seventy-nine years, eleven months

and oue day.

Mr. Conger, whose portrait, at the age of eighty-

nine years, appears, in connection with other mem-
bers of the family, upon another page of this volume,

is a man who has ever enjoyed the confidence and

esteem of the people of Huron county, and one whose

name will be long remembered as a hardy pioneer of

the Fire-lands.

Edward Conger, the third child of David Conger,

succeeds his father in his agricultural pursuits, and

iawell known as a prominent farmer of Huron county.

At the age of twenty-four year- he was united in mar-

riage to Betsey Pilgrim, daughter of Francis and

Orpha Pilgrim, of Bronson township, whose portraits

ap|>ear in connection with those of the father and

mother.

LEISTER SMITH

Was born in Trumbull county. Ohio, November 27,

1814. His parents. Erastus and Fanny (Spencer)

Smith, were from Connecticut. Some interesting re-

miniscences of the Smiths and Spencers, and of their

early settlement in Ohio, are recorded in the history

of Greenfield township, to which the reader is referred.

Mr. Smith was married to Mary A. Hamilton, De-

cember 31, 1847. They have four children: Willey

II., Julia E., Edward B. and Mary G., all of whom are

living.

Mr. Smith commenced his business life as a tiller

of the soil, following the occupation of his father,

on the jwrtion of the paternal estate which fell to

his share. Here he remained until 1805, when he

sold out and bought a farm in Peru township.

This he exchanged in 1SG8 for another farm,

which he still occupies. Having been enabled,

by patient and honest industry, to procure for him-

self and family a comfortable living, he rightly

regards this as a satisfactory success in life. Not be-

ing of an eager, or grasping disposition, he ha* uot

aimed to be rirft, but has contented himself with the

calm enjoyment of life as it passes, considering the

golden meau, "neither poverty nor riches," for which

Agar prayed, as a greater blessing than the cures of

wealth. Recognizing the hand of Divine Providence,

in the almost constant bestowment of health and hap-

piness upon himself and family, and especially in the

exemption of his family circle thus far from invasion

by the fell destroyer, he has always acknowledged

the debt of gratitude ami sought to repay it by

contributing, according to his means, to the sup-

port of the christian religion and for all charitable

purposes.

Early in life he was taught to believe iu the exist-

ence of God, and in the general doctrines held by the

Presbyterian Church ; but uot being able conscien-

tiously to accept all its principles, he did not identify

himself with any church till the year 1873, when, with

his wife, and oldest sou and daughter, he found what

has proved to them a congenial ecclesiastic <1 home iu

the First Uuiversalist Church of Peru.

His first vote was cast for Harrison, in 1840, and

since the formation of the republican party he has

always acted with it, and voted for its candidates. He
has never aspired to any public office, but, at the so-

licitation of his fellow citizens, he has accepted a few

of the minor ones, whose duties he has never failed

to perform in such a manner a< to secure the cordial

approval of his constituents.

Having now entered upou that period of life in

which men, whether willing or unwilling, must ac-

custom themselves to the not always welcome appella-

tion of olil ngp, Mr. Smith has the enviable satis-

faction of looking back, upon his past life, with the

consciousness that he has always been honored and
trusted by his fellow men. and with the comfortable

assurance that it will Ik- so to the end.
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NORMAN 8. HAKES

was born ill the town of Nassau, Rennsselaer county,

New York, July 5, 1818, ami was the second son of

Samuel A. Hakes ami Hannah Victory. The father

was born in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, and also his

ancestors, some of whom were of Revolutionary fame,

the grandfather haring served three years in the

struggle for liberty. The mother was bom on the

sum* farm where our subject was, in Nassau. Mr.

Hakes removed from Nassau to Bronson, Ohio, in the

spring of 1840, and began work as a carpenter and

joiner, which business he followed for twenty years.

In the fall of 1840, Mr. Hakes returned to Rochester,

New York, and was united in marriage to Adelia M.,

daughter of Oshea 0. Fox and Theresa M. Tucker.

Mr. Fox and wife were natives of Rennsselaer county.

New York, of New England ancestry, their parents

being natives of New Hampshire. To Mr. and Mrs.

Hnkos were born five children, two daughters and

Mr. Timothy Lawrence.

TIMOTHY LAWRENCE

was l»>rn in Fairfield county, Connecticut, March 1C,

1800; was the fourth child and second son of Samuel

and Hannah Lawrence, who were also of New Eng-

land birth. When Timothy was four years aid he

removed with his parents to Cayuga county New
York, where he lived until ls>:$4, and then removed

to Huron county, Ohio, in the town <»f Bronson,

where he now lives.

Mr. Lawrence Was married to Miss Calista Todd,

2?th of February, |s:u, who was also of New Eng-

land parentage. She (Mrs. Lawrence) was born in

Lansing. Tompkins county, New York. To this

three sons, all of whom are living, and married, viz.:

Annette, wife of Oscar Bnrras ; James H., residing

in Bronson ; Martha L., wife of Freeborn Kellogg,

residing in Chicago : Norman Millie, at home, and

Samuel Albert, living in Bronson. Mr. Hakes has

1 been identified with the farming interests for some

thirty-seveu years, having invested the money earned,

while working at his trade, in real estate, and he now

owns two highly improved farms in the southern

portion of Bronson, consisting of over two hundred

acres. A cut of his home, and portraits of himself

and wife, appear on another page of this work. Mr.

Hakes is regarded as one of the most enterprising

farmers of Bronson, and is one of the self-made men

of the country. In politics, Mr. nukes is an out and

I

out republican, ever having been a faithful exponent

of the principles of his party. Although not a mem-
ber of any church organization, he is, in principle, a

Baptist, and contributes liberally to the interests of

church and schools.

Mrs. Timothy Lawrence.

couple have been born two children, Josiah and Delia,

both living ami married. Jo.-iah has three children.

Delia married K. T. Curtis, of Michigan. They have

one child.

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence early united with the Con-

gregntional Church, of which body they are still

members, and under the government of the Presby-

tery, Mr. Lawrence was first a whig, and at the

organization of the republican party he identified

himself with the same. Mr. Lawrence i- now seventy-

nine years of age, and remarkably well preserved.

Mrs. Lawrence is sixty-seven years, ami enjoys ex-

cellent health.
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GEOROE LAWRENCE

was horn in Genoa, Cayuga county, New York, March

1, 1805, and was the sixth child in a family of nine

children of Samuel and Hannah Lawrence, both of

whom were natives of Connecticut. Samuel's father's

name was Timothy, of New England birth, and
English ancestry, (being a descendant of John Law-

rence, born in England) and of the third or fourth

generation. Solomon Dibble, of French extraction,

was the grandfather of our subject on the maternal

side. Mr. Lawrence settled in Huron county. Ohio,

on the farm where he now resides, in the year 1831,

—coming by way of wagon to Montezuma, to Buffalo

by the Erie canal, ami to Sandusky by Lake Erie.

He purchased, in all, some one hundred and forty

acres, began clearing and improving, and has become
one of the substantial farmers of Huron county.

Was married January 23, 1881, to Rhodcnia Smith,

daughter of Lockwood and Fanny Smith, of Genoa,
New York. By this union were born four children,

viz: Minor. Alonzo E., George A., and Alice Kliza-

beth, all of whom are living. All are married, and
residing. in the vicinity of their early home,—the
eldest having charge of the old homestead and farm.

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence arc both members of the
First Presbyterian Church of Peru and vicinity, hav-

ing joined that body in 1832. Mr. Liwrciue was ajv-

pointcd deacon in IS34, and has held the office suc-

cessively until the present time. In politics, Mr.
Lawrence is a republican, ever having been a faithful

exponent of its principles. He cast his first presi-

dential vote for John Ouiney Adams. Mr. Lawrence
is now seventy-four years of age, and ijuite well pre-

served for one who has met with the struggles of a

pioneer life.

31

JOHN BUFFINGTON.

Mr. ButTington was born in Cuml>erland county,

Pennsylvania, May 20, 1813. When twenty-three

years of age he came to Ohio, stopping in Richland

county four months, thence proceeding to Milan,

Erie county, where he engaged in his chosen occupa-

tion—that of wagon-maker. He resided at Milan

seven years, when he removed to the township of

Fitchville, Huron county, fixing his residence at the

village of Clinton. There he married, in June, 1845,

Miss Abbie J. Belding, daughter of Benjamin and

Jane Belding, of Greenwich, this county. She was

born January 24, 1818. He continued to reside in

Fitchville until the spring of 1854, when he pur-

chased and sottled at Olena, in Brouson, where he

has since resided. Esquire Buffington has held the

office of justice of the peace, continuously, since 1845,

with exception of the first four years of his residence

in Bronson, a period of thirty years. We doubt if

any other justice in the county can show such a term

of service. It has been his practice, as a general

thing, to advise the settlement of suits, and through

his counsel, the cause of difference between parties

litigant, have frequently been amicably adjusted.

This course greatly commends itself to the better

class of citizens.

Mrs. Buffington is a woman of characteristic amia-

bility and an efficient member of the Methodist

Episcopal church of Olena. Mr. and Mrs. Buffing-

ton have three childreu, as follows: Ann, born No-

vember 27, 1847. married Ransom Walcott and now

resides in Barry county, Michigan; Jennie, bom
March 11, 1849, residing at home with her parents;

John E., born August 19, 1850, married Ella Burras,

and occupies the farm with his father.

W. G. MEAD.

son of Alfred Mead and Betsey Barger, and grandson

of Jonathan Mead, of Scotch ancestry, was born Sep-

tember 3, 1808, in the town of Genoa, Cayuga county,

New York. Mr. Mead remained with his father

until twenty-three years of age. When twenty-one

years of age he began with David Tnekcr, of Genoa,

New York, as a carpenter and joiner, serving some

two vears for instruction, which business he followed

for twenty-one years successfully, paying for and

clearing a farm of one hundred and twenty-five acres

with the earnings of his trade. In 1833. June 4, he

arrived at Norwalk, Ohio, and immediately located

lands in the town of Bronson. five miles south of the

county seat of Huron county, and subsequently pur-

chased lands amounting in all to two hundred and

five acres, of which ho is the present owner. Mr.

Mead is truly a pioneer, having cut his own road

through the woods for one mile to get to his farm.

He is generally acknowledged to have been one of the

hardiest men of the country, and has done as much
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manual labor in the clearing and improving of lands

as any man in Huron county; is of strong physique,

and, at present writing, managing aud working one

of the finest farms of the county in which he lives.

In the fall of 1841, Mr. Mead was elected justice of

the peace, and has served in said capacity twenty-one

years. During the first ten or twelve years of western
\

life our subject devoted much of his time to deer

hunting, and was widely known as a lucky sportsman
|

with the rifle. Mr. Mead is strictly a temperance

man, having used neither tea nor coffee for thirty-

seven years. In the year 1828. April 27, he was

united in marriage to Hannah, daughter of Newman
Smith, of Genoa, New York. By this union were

i ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

born two children: Betsey Ann. died at the age of

twenty-two; and Alfred N., born March 21. 1841, at

present lumber merchant in the city of Cleveland. In

politics he is a prohibitionist and an earnest sii}ij>orter

of the principle* of his |>urty, although formerly a

republican, and during the war was one of the com-

mittee with James Kuapp to raise money and procure

men to avoid a draft in the town of BrotiRon, which

was carried to a successful and satisfactory ending.

Mr. Mead has the premium farm of the county,

having been awarded the only prize granted, upon an

examination of several farms by a committee chosen

for that purpose,—a cut of his residence and buildings

appearing upon another page of this work.

TOWNSEND
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TOIWIKAPHY.

• The surface of the township is generally level with

slight undulations in the second and third sections.

The soil is a clay loam, with a mixture of sand in the

northern and northwestern portions. The streams

are small, the largest being Rattlesnake creek, a trib-

utary of the Huron, flowing through t he west part of

the township- The name originated from the large

number of rattlesnakes that were formerly found

along the stream. There are two other branches of

the Huron in the western part, and La Chapelle, a

tributary of the Vermillion, in the eastern part. The

stream is eaid to have derived its name from a French-

man who discovered it, and explored it to its source.

Townsoinl was originally clothed with a magnificent

growth of timber, the principal varieties of which

were white oak, whitewood, ash, hickory, black wal-

nut, butternut, beech and maple. The manufacture

of white oak staves was an import int industry of this

township for many years. The staves were usually

marketed at Milan, and so extensive was the business

that the product was known there as "Townsend

wheat."

The following estimate of the value of the primi-

tive foreits of this township, is made by gentlemen

of experience and reliability:

Lumber-l»,000 feet per acre. 1
18.000 acro»)-!M0.0l» feet.

Wood-100cord» per acre. " " -l.OOO.OOO e.»nU.

SM.000 feet of lumber, at *M <W per I0W J3.S40.0U0

l.«00.0u» conU wood, m Sl.00 per cord i.aou.iMO

Total I4.W0.000

One of the gentlemen above referred to cut from a

single tree on his own land:

6,000 feet of lumber, which be «old for §75 00

BjM iUvm, which be sold for *> 00

» cord. wood, which he iold for « 00

Total • • IBS SB

EAKLY SETTLEMENT.

The earliest settlements in the township were made

in the north part, in section number three, and

George Miller is generally accorded the honor of

being the first settler. He removed with his family

from Pennsylvania to Milan, (then called Avery,)

Krie county, Ohio, in 180'.*, and remained there

until 1811, when he came to Townsend, and took

up his abode on lot number five. His log cabin

was the first habitation for the abode of civilized

people ill the township. Mr. Miller was a native of

Pennsylvania, and was lK>rn in 17'i*>. He "married

Mary Burdue, of the same State, and had a family of

four children, all now dead. He died on his original

location, February 7, lri^'.s, and his wife. April 17,

184!», in the seventy-fourth year of her age.

Soon after Miller, came William Burdue and family.

Burdue was also a native of Pennsylvania, and wad

born November '!>>, ITS'-i. March 28, 1809, he mar-

ried Elizabeth Blazer, who was born September Id,

1791. In 1810 he removed with his family, consisting

of wife and one child, to the vicinity of Milan, then

called Indian Village, but remained there only one

year, when he moved into Townsend, making his

location on lot number four, in section three. He
died on this place, October T.i. 1834, and his wife,

March 29, 1SC8. They raised a family of seven

children, four having died when young. Six are now

!
(February, 1879,) living, as follows: Nathaniel, in

Norwalk ; George and W. W., in Townsend ; John,

in Kansas : Isaac, in Fulton county, Ohio, and Ben-

jamin, in Indiana. George Burdue, who occupies

|
the old homestead, was born during the residence of

his parents near Milan, February 19, 181 1. November

SO, 183s, he married Susan Hill, of Delaware county.

New York. They have two children, viz.: M. \V.

Burdue. who occupies the original log house built by

his grandfather, in 1811, and Mrs. Thomas Higgs,

who is also a resident of this township.

Soon after their settlement, the family made the

acquaintance of an old Indian in the vicinity, and

who, subsequently, by reason of the many favors

shown him by them, especially by Mrs. Burdue, a
I woman of much excellence of character, became

warmly attached to them. Burdue, having lost a span

of horses and a colt on one occasion, was asked bv the

Indian to show him their tracks. He was taken into

the woods, where the horses had recently been, and

where thefr tracks were found. These the Indian

carefully measured, with his hand, and then went

off. He returned in a few days, and informed Burdue

that he had found tracks answering to the description,

directing him to the place where he had seen them.

Burdue traveled a long distance to the south, until

he arrived at an Indian camp. He saw his horses

there, but did not make the object of his visit known.

He learned, however, before returning, that the

Indians would, in a few days, go to Huron—their

usual trading place. They passed by his house in a

few days, as expected, and Burdue followed them. On
arriving at Huron he found the horses, and demanded
their surrender, but the Indians refused to give them

up unless compensated,—the terms being a small

quantity of corn and whisky. These were promptly

furnished, and the horses recovered.

The old Indian, above referred to, gave other evi-

dences of his friendship for the family, the most im-

portant of which was the information, shortly after

Hull's surrender, that the Indians were preparing to

massacre the settlers, and advising the family to seek

: a place of safety. He enjoined secrecy as to the

source of their information, as, he said, if it were

known he would suffer death. He then went away,

and was never again seen in these parts. The family

immediately left for Pennsylvania, where they re-

mained until 1810, when they returned to their home.

Before leaving, they hid some of their household

furniture under the puncheon floor of their log cabin.

These they found, on their return, undisturbed,

although the cabin itself had been occupied by the

;

savages.
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The Miller family also went to Pennsylvania at the

same time, and remained there until 1*17.

Orisimus Kellogg and family, consisting of wife and

six children, emigrated from Batavia, Genesee county,

New York, to the Fire-lands, in June, 1811. They
were about four weeks on the journey, arriving in

Townsend on the fifth of July. There were, at the

time of their arrival, only two families—those of

George Miller and William Hunlue—in the township.

The family lived with the latter until Mr. Kellogg

could rull up his cabin on lot num'»er one, the north-

west comer lot in the township. He was Mr. Town-
send'.* agent for the sale of his land, and received

from him, gratis, one hundred acres, as a compensa-

tion for leaving the comforts of his eastern home and

settling in the wilds of Townsend. The log cabin,

when first occupied by the family, was, indeed, a

primitive habitation for the abode of civilized people.

It was alnut twenty feet square, and was without a

door, window or chimney, and the puncheon floor

only half laid.

Mrs. Caroline Fay. a member of the family, gives

the following account of their (light on hearing of

Hull's surrender: "The sad news was announced at

my father's dwelling at the hour of midnight of the

8th of July. The elder members of our family arose

and set themselves to work immediately, making
preparations to flee for their lives. At ten o'clock in

the morning we were all ready and commenced our

flight from the savage foe which we imagined was in

close pursuit. We directed our course for Cuyahoga.

Portage county. It had been raining quite hard all

of the previous night. After traveling four or five

miles we fell in company with four families of our

acquaintance. We got twelve miles on our journey

b) dark, and pitched our tentl and partook ol our

evening meal, and were obliged to spread our beds on

the wet ground, and in the morning they were nearly

covered with water caused by the ruin that had fallen

during the night. There we were, in an unbroken

wilderness, and an unfrequented road of seventy-five

miles to our place of destination. We were obliged

to ford all the streams that lay in our path or to stop

and cut trees and bridge those that were flooded by

the recent rain. We were on our journey eight days

and seven nights without seeing so much as a log

cabin, expecting every night when we lay down to

rest to be tomahawked and scalped before morning

by the Indians. Many of the youth of our company
were so much fatigued by travel that they could nut

stand alone when they first rose in the morning. One
night we camped near a sugar camp where some one

had made sugar the previous spring, and spread our

l>eds on some bark that was lying on the ground. To
my astonishment, when I arose in the morning, I saw

a blacksnake peeping out his head from under the bed

that I had rested upon. On removing the bed the

men killed seven large snakes.

•'There was only one mill on the Fire-lands at that

time, and that was situated at the head of Cold creek.

It ground grain without bolting. Fortunately my
father had returned from there the day but one before

we heard of Hull's surrender, with nine or ten bushels

of wheat ground. The next day we sifted the whole

of it through a common band seive. The flour of

that grain was nearly all that the whole of the five

families had to subsist upon during the journey. We
numbered nearly thirty.—children and all. We re-

mained at Cuyahoga about six weeks, and then re-

moved to Painesville, where we remained until Octi>-

ber, 1813, and then returned to our former residence.

We found our house, and the furniture that we buried

before we left, in as good condition as could be ex-

pected."

Bryant Milliman and family, from Livingston

county. New York, moved into the township in the

spring of 1810. and settled on lot numtier twenty-

three, in section three. His was the fourth family

that settled in the town. A son, Amherst Milliman,

aged seven ty-thrco, now occupies the old homestead.

The first settlements in the western part of Town-
send, were made by Jasper Miles, Benjamin Bailey,

and Hezekiah Barber and their families, in February.

1817. These families were from Penfield. Ontario

county, New York. Miles settled on lot number
ninety-six, in section four. He brought with him
from New York about one thousand dollars in money,

but instead of paying for his land he bought it on

time and used his money in making improvements,

being encouraged to do so by Kneeland Townsend, of

whom he made the purchase, and who promised

leniency in case of failure to pay at the time stipu-

lated. The family endured many hardships, toiled

hard, and had the farm in a fair condition of improve-

ment when the notes for its purchase became due.

Townsend demanded payment according to the liond,

in default of which the family was ejected, losing

not only the money invested, but the results of many

years of hardship and toil. The family moved to

Milan where they lived about eight years, and then

to Berlin, where they secured a home and afterwards

resided. Mr. Miles died there in 1849, Mrs. Miles

surviving him many years. They were an intelligent

family and highly respected. During their residence

in Townsend, Mrs. Miles, who had learned the tailor's

trade, assisted in keeping "the wolf from the door"

by making buckskin pants for the men, taking her

pay in any thing that was of use to the family. But

provisions were so scarce and high that it required

days of hard labor to pay for even a little salt. A
load having been brought to Milan in 1818. Mrs.

Miles went there after some, and brought home a

peck, for which she paid one dollar and twenty-five

cents in cash.

Hezekiah Barber settled on l"t number seventy-

three in the third section, ami Benjamin Bailey in the

fourth section on lot nineiv-tive. Bailey subsequently

removed to Berlin.

Soon after the abo\e families arrived, the families

of Amaziah Barber. Abijah Barber, Augustus Bar-
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MARTIN DENMAN. MRH. SALLY ANN DENMAN.

MARTIN DENMAN,

the subject of this sketch, wm born in Xevcndnk, Sullivan Co., N.T.,

April 10, 1B08, and was the seventh child of William Denman and

Ann (Borcman) Denman. His parents wero natives of Kent Co.,

England, and were married in lJadcom, in said county, Jane 24,

1790.

Martin Denman married Sail; Ann Washburn, in Wawaraing,

Ulster Co., N. V., Jan. 20, 1830. In 1833 be immigrated with his

family to tbil county, and purchased over four hundred acres of

land in tho township of Town»end, one hundred and filly acre* of

which are still owned by the family. Tho only improvements on the

land originally purchased by him was a clearing of five acres and

five acres of slashing.

Ilis remarkable energy and good judgment, as well as bis sterling

courage, will appear when it is known that his health was never firm,

having inherited a pulmonio trouble; but feeble as was his health,

stimulated by the very difficulties to be overcome, in the shape of a

frowning forest, and especially the wants of a growing family, he

pressed vigorously forward, conquered the forest, and carved there-

from a beautiful home and a handsome competence for bis family.

Ills life shows what industry, economy, integrity, and determination

will accomplish.

Ilis education was limited to such as the common schools of bis

native county could furuiBb. lie made a profession of religion in

early life, and was a p'romlnent and active member uf the Methodist

Church until bis death.

In politics be acted with the Republican party, but cast the Second

Abolition vote ever deposited in tbis township. So bitter wns the

feeling against him, on account of tbis practical application of Chris-

tianity, that his neighbors refused to hold his horse—who would not

suffer himself to be tied—while be deposited his ballot. He was

obliged to find a stable where he could Secure bla fastidious animal,

when, with that courage and determination which characterised bis

life, he went fearlessly forward in tbe discharge of duty, and that,

too, when men of less courage and less principle would have suc-

cumbed to prejudiee and popular opinion.

What his hand* found to do he did with all his might. This

quality, as well as his patriotism, was, perhaps, never mure apparent

than during tho late war, when active, tlenr-ktadfl, larg«-hrartni

men were needed to collect hospital supplies and clear Ibe township

of draft, and thereby save the few remaining young and able-bodied

men to plant for future harvests. Here his real worth wu apparent,

lie was untiring in bis devotion to his country, and unflagging in

his energies to provide for the wants of those who took their lives in

their bands, and went forth to do battle for the maintenance of con-

stitutional liberty and human rights.

On the 23d day of January, 1872, from an attack of typhoid pneu-

monia, having, we may truly say, fought bis good fight and finished

his course, death came to bring the aeir birth.

We cannot speak of tho end of such a life, when those who knew

him best, and were nearest to him in his earth-life, still live in the

echoes of that life, making an immortality In whose glory they stand.

Mrs. Pally Ann Denman was the tenth and youngest child of

James Washburn and Judith (iriflin. The family consoled of seven

girls and three boys. Of this large family but two are living, (he

subject of this sketch and one sister, Mrs. Uoldcn, now living in

New London, Ohio.

Her brother, Joseph Washburn, was one of the earliest settlers of

Fitebville township, and is said to have donated the lands for tbe

church buildings of that place.

Mr*. Denman'* parents were Quakers, but at quite an early age

she united with the Methodist Church, and has over since been a

member of that body.

Too much can hardly be said for the mother, who, in addition to

the task of rearing a family, could courageously meet tbe trials inci-

dent to, and inseparable from, a pioneer life in a new country.

Having turned her back on the seem* of her childhood, with its

pleasant memories and luring charms, with Christian fortitude and

unfaltering faith in (tod, she went hand In band with him who had

promised to love and chcri'b her, meeting her trial* with that calm

resignation so befitting a trusting soul. )<y her aid and good man-

agement, her faithful husband was enabled to see the fruition of bis

labors in the acquirement of a competence for the support of those

who survive him.

Two daughter* and one son were the fruit of tbis marriage: Julia

Ann, married Philip Hawxhurst, May 4, Kit, and settled in Fiteb-

ville, this county ; she passed to a higher life, Sept. 1 1, t!SA7. Harriet,

married Horace S. Brooks, May i, 1S7P-, and settled in HunUvIlle,

Lngan Co., Ohio.
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bcrund David Let moved into the fourth section uear

the Norwalk lino. That part of the township took

the name of "the Barlxr settlement," which name it

has since retained. The Barbers were Baptists of the

close communion order, and they were very exclusive

socially as well as religiously. In bargaining for

their land, they endeavored to secure a pledge from

Kneeland Townsend, the proprietor, that so-called

"worldly people" be kept from settling in that part

of the township. There was almost no intercourse

between them and settlers in other portions of the

township. The children imbibed the ideas of the

parents, and kept aloof from other children, and

cousins intermarried with cousins. A double wedding

of Barl>ers once came off, the notice of which was

published in the Xorwalk Reporter, headed "Barber—
ou* times in Townsend."

Amaziah Barber served in both the French and

Indian war and the Revolutionary war. He also en-

listed in the war of 1812, but his former services were

thought sufficient, and lie was sent home. It is said

that Abijah was the only one of the number who suc-

ceeded in paying for his fHrin, and he was enabled to

do so only by the aid of his father, Amaziah Barber,

who applied his pension to the extinguishment of the

debt.

Amaziah Barber died in Townsend in 1834, at the

advanced age of ninety-six years.

Abijah Barber's locution was on lot seventy-four in

section three. He finally removed to Brunch county,

Michigan, where he died.

David Lee built, on Rattlesnake creek in 1820, the

first saw mill in the township, which he operated for

several years. He was unsuccessful in paying for his

land, however, and it reverted to the original owner,

Lea removing to Clarksfield where he died at an ad-

vanced age.

Frederick Herring came into the township in 1818,

settling iu the fourth section. Many years afterward

he sold and removed to Branch county, Michigan,

where he subsequently died. There are no descend-

ants of the family now living in Townsend.

Samuel Sherman came to Townsend from New
York, without his family, in the spring of 1817, and

bargained for one hundred acres in the Barl>cr settle-

ment. He then returned east and moved out with

his family the next year. He lived in this township

only four years, when he moved to New London. He
resided in the north part of that township twelve

years, and then settled in Vermillion. He died there

in 1836, aged seventy. Mrs. Sherman survived her

husband a number of years, and was seventy-seven at

her death. There were twelve children, nine of

whom lived to adult age. Three are now living, as

follows: Samuel, aged eighty-one, on the Medina road

in Norwalk township; Lemuel, in the village of Nor-

walk, aged sixty-seven, and Mrs. A. Welch, living

with her brother Samuel.

Joseph Waldron, from Ontario county, New York,

settled in the township of Hartland (then called Can-

terbury) iu the year 1820. lie located ou the Hecock

farm on Hartland ridge, and after a residence there

of three veal's moved into Townsend, settling ou lot

number one hundred and thirteen, section one. He
lived here until his death in September, 1805. His

wife died four years subsequently. They had a fam-

ily of seven children, five of whom are yet living.

Sanford G. Waldron, the oldest, occupies the farm on

which he located in 1830, just south of the old home-

stead. Mrs. 0. H. Vantassel and Mrs. Franklin

Shineflew also live in Townsend. Edmund lives in

Missouri, and Mrs. Sterling Tenant resides in Berlin

township.

Thomas E. Fletcher settled in the south part of

the township on the Medina road, in 1818 or '19. He
was a cooper and worked at his trade here. Ho
finally sold aud moved to Indiana.

David H. Sutton, at an early date, settled on the

creek in the west part, but did not remain long.

Ephraim Munger came in about 1818, and lived in

the west part of town several years. Also, a family

by the name of Malum , about the same time.

David Goodell was an early settler in the north

part, and in different portions of the township,

Stephen Heath. Henry C. Westfall, Jeremiah Mils-

paugh, Caleb Knapp, Horatio Thompson, and Joseph

Purdy.

The first actual settler in the second section, was

Johnson Wheeler, who moved from Connecticut iu

January, 1824. A family by the name of Ellis had

previously come on to the ground, erected a log

house near the Wakemau line, on lot sixty-two, and

partially cleared two or three acres around the cabin,

but they had abandoned the premises when Wheeler

had arrived, and he and his wife, with the permission

of William Townsend, who owned the land, took up

their abode in the vacant house. The former occu-

pants had left a bedstead made of round pole.- and

corded with bark, aud a rude home-made table, which

the tenants gladly made use of. In the cleared

piece, among the logs and brush, had been planted

corn and beans, which remained unharvested, and

these also were appropriated by the new occupants.

I Wheeler a short time after contracted with Town-

send for the lot on which he lived, together with the lot

(eighty-four) adjuiniug on the south, agreeing to

furnish him. in payment for the same, a certain num-

ber of axes, scythes, hoes and other necessary farming

implements. In order to the fulfillment ol the con-

tract on Wheeler's part, a trip to Connecticut was

necessary, which he made in the fall of 1825. As-

sisted by his brother-in-law, James C. Judson, after-

wards a resident of Florence, he made in Litchfield

county, Connecticut, during the following winter,

the articles contracted for, and returned with them

the next spring. They were delivered to Townsend

at Sandusky and proved satisfactory.

Mr. Wheeler resided in Townsend about seven

years, and during that time but one other settler hail

moved into the section on which he lived. That settler
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was Lewis Middleton. Wheeler moved to Clarksfield
|

in the fall of 1830, and located near the mills. His

energy and public spirit manifested themselves in a

number of enterprise*. In company with his brother

he carried on, during his residence in Clarksfield, a

farm, a store, grist mill and saw mill and also built

and run a distillery for a short time, but these enter-

prises proved financially unsuccessful. In 1835, he

sold out and moved to Florence, where he kept a tavern

and carried on a grind stone factory for several years.

He lived in Florence until 1840, when he removed to

Crown Point, Lake county, Indiana. A few years

later he caught the excitement about gold in Cali-

fornia and went to that State, but remained only a

few months, returning to Crown Point, where he

spent the remainder of his life. He died September

27, 1870, in the seventy-fourth year of his age.

The settlers in the Barber settlement were generally

very poor, and lived in the most primitive manner.

Mr. Benjamin Benson, writing of their condition,

says: "Some of the settlers in this part of the town-

ship, were not very fastidious as to what kind of

clothing they wore, and some allowed their children

to be seen in a state of perfect nudity. The writer

once called at a house in this place for some water,

when a lad of about twelve years was sent for some.

All the clothing he had on at the time was what had

once been the arm-holes of a waist coat, but which

was of no more service as an article of clothing than

if it had been a piece of cotton yarn crossed over his

shoulders and tied. And it is a fact that some of the

children were provided with but a single garment

—

that is a shirt or frock of tow cloth for the then cur-

rent year, unless they were occasionally assisted hy

the charity of others. But the most astonishing part

of the story is, that this extreme destitutiou wa not

the result of vicious habits, or ruinous inebriety, for

the most of those in this settlement were considered

as correct in their morals, and it might be said,

pious. This is no fiction. And if the real condition t

of some of those people, at the time alluded to. should

be related in detail, it would create a doubt as to the

truthfulness of the narrative."

Although the first settlers in Townsetid were among

the first in the county, the township was nevcr-the-

less much more slowly settled than many others.

The land was difficult to bring under subjection, be-

ing generally wet and very heavily timbered, and the

township was generally shunned by the earlier emi-

grants. Many who did take up land, and ran in debt

for it. were compelled, after years of hard toil aud

privation, to give up the struggle, thus losing the

improvements they had made. When the land was

once cleared and drained, it was found to Ik? very pro-

ductive, and in the character of its soil the township

now ranks among the best in the county.

Nehemiah Ordway came to the Fire-lands from

Vermont with his family in the year 1818. His first

settlement was on the Comstock place in Xorwalk

town-hip. In 1844 he settled oil lot number one

hundred and thirty-seven in the first section of Town-
send. In 1832 he sold to James Arnold and pur-

chased and settled near the center of town where

Harlow House now lives. In 1852 he moved to

Bowling Green, Wood county, Ohio, where he died

April 19, 1873. aged nearly eighty-five. He was

twice married, and was the father of ten children,

five of whom are living, and one—Martin—in this

township.

Among those who came in at a later date were the

Arnolds—two brothers, Alfred and James. Alfred

Arnold, now almost an octogenarian, and in very

feeble health, came to the Fire-lands when a l id of

thirteen years with Abijah Cornstock, arriving from

Fairfield county, Connecticut, in 1810. Comstock

was then unmarried, but subsequently he married

and settled in the third section of Xorwalk township,

and young Arnold continued to live with the family

until he attained his majority.

Not long after their settlement they began to expe-

rience annoyances from the Indians. Comstock

missed a couple of his hogs, which he subsequently

found in the possession of two Indians, who were

dressing them near where the seminary in M.lan now
stands. He demanded their surrender, but the In-

dians refused to give them up. Seeing their rifles

against a tree a few rods away, Comstock seized them

and carried them home, with the intent on of keeping

them until the hogs should be restored or paid for.

This greatly enraged the Indians, and dire conse-

quences were feared by those who better Understood

the Indian character than did Comstock. An ad-

justment of the difficulty, however, was agreed upon

through the mediation of an Indian missionary, the

Indians promising to husk a piece of corn for Com-
stock in payment of the hogs, when the rifles were to

be returned. On the day appointed the Indians be-

gan the fulfillment of their part of the bargain, men,

women, and children engaging in the work. A few

horn's after, Comstock went out to see how the work

was progressing, when he discovered to his amaze-

ment that instead of putting it in piles the Indians

dropped the corn as they husked it and then pressed

it into the wet ground with their feet. Comstock

was glad to buy them off, which he did. and to return

their rifles to boot.

When intelligence of Hull's surrender was received,

Mr. Comstock returned to Connecticut. He saw that

he was a special object of the animosity of the Indians

and believed that his presence would tend to excite

them to acts of violence. He instructed young Ar-

nold, in case of threatened danger, to take Mrs. Coin-

stock and baby, then a week old, to Wooster. While

the boy was in the woods after the cattle, that same

day. an Indian suddenly accosted him with "How
Alfred!'" It was the Indian Omiek, afterwards exe-

cuted at Cleveland for murder. The boy had often

seen him, but never, as now. in his war paint and

feathers. He inquired about Mr. Comstock. The

boy said he had gone to Connecticut. He then asked
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Dudley S. Hi mciikky was the eighth child of Dudley
Humphrey and Polly M. Sherman, lie wns Ixirn in Goshen,
Conn., Nov. 21, 181-1. Hi* curly life wa* spent among iho
hill* of New England. In the winter of 1834-38 he. witli

his brother William, engaged in a lumber speculation which
resulted in the purchase of a large number of clocks. To
dispose of these clocks, the brother* decided thut the Weal
offered the most inviting and promising field not only for

the sale of their clocks, but for future enterprises. During
the year I8M.1 they came to Ohio and settled in 1'iirma, near
Cleveland, where they remained about fourteen year*. Their
first venture in the lumber busim-- having proved remunera-
tive, together with their natural fitness for the hushes*, both
of them having a taste for i hanie*, they again embarked
in the lumber and clock business, built u water, afterward a
steam, saw-mill in l'arnia, and developed a large trade.

Our subject married Mabel F. Fay, of I'arma, Ohio, March
10, 1847, by whom lie had five children: Mina 8., married
A. D. Scott, of Wakcmau. and is now living in Hart land.

Harlow, Dudley S., David, and Linnie are unmarried and
live in Townsend.
The scarcity of timber in Parma induced the brother* to

come to Town-end, which they did in the year 1 1* 1U, and pur-
chased a large tract of land. They built mills and openod
business on a large n ale. During the partnership of the

brother* they built over forty steam and water saw-mills
through the West. They were the first to introduce and use the,

" Mu lay Gang-Saws," and " Cone Pulley- Feed." In Janu-
ary, 18.>1, while working with a circular siding -*aw, an acci-

dent occurred which resulted in the amputation of bis right

hand. Serious as was this accident, press of business, Ingenuity,
and ambition made the better use «f his remaining hand, a*

well as the machinery; in fact, he i« said to have handled
tool* and machinery more skillfully with one hand than most
person* would with two.

In 1856, Mr. Humphrey moved to the south, rut part of the
township, where they owned a tract of land and a mill. He
divided hi* attention between the mill and farm.

In |8»M>he returned to Townsend Centre and remained until

1808, when he returned to the farm on the townlinc road,
and gave bisattention to its improvement and cuibclli-hmcut.
He » «' an enthusiastic admirer of fruit- and forest-tn as, as the
large orchard* and man) -hade-tree* on the farm will attest.

He planted out over five miles ..f maple-tree- alone; the road
way, which gave the name of Manic Street to the r-.ad so

Improved. His admiration for shade-trees will he seen from
the following circumstance:

In opening a public highway on ouu side of his farm, a

number of thrifty maples Blood in what was to bo the centre
roadway. The supervisor attempted to cut them down, but
our subject defended them *o vigorously that the supervisor

wa* forced to deist at the time, and, to make the protection
complete, served an injunction on the supervisors, which was
mnde perpetual by the courts. More than four hundred of
hi* friend* and neighbors joined him, it is said, with affidavit*

in dufcn>C of the trees. These trues still stand a* monuments
to tho memory and fidelity of him who so nobly defended
them.

Hi* school-room education ended with his thirteenth year,

a- tin' financial condition of his parents was such as to oblige
the sons to commence their business life early. He was tem-
perate in his habits and industrious always,—as might bo
expected of a Now England boy,—which may explain tho
force and vigor of his later life. He took a deep interest in

the welfare of others, and in building up for the Comfort of
those who were to follow. Wa* ptiblh --piritcd and canorous
to a fault. It has been said that he and Ills brother William
did more to relieve the township from draft during the late

war than all the rest of the township combined. His cduca
tion, like hi* brother'*, wa- self acquired for the moat part,

and few men in the country read more, and fewer still were
more successful in business.

In 1872 he indorsed paper for some manufacturers in Wake-
man, and in 1873, when the financial crash came, these manu-
facturers failed, and he to save himself took the mill properly,
which required a «|ill greater outlay of money. lie never
recovered this, loss, a* nrfcee declined with thu demand for

manufactured goods as well as grains and stock.

He gave generously to all church organization* seeking aid,

but his belief and sympathies were with the l' niversalisl*.

He was a man of great courage, lino presence, and wonderful
nerve. When he met with an accident requiring a surgical
operation,—he broke a leg two or three times bitdlv, loft a
toe and a hand,—he rofu-cd all flnswtbatict, preferring to he

in perfect command of his senses during the painful operation.

Hu died of typhoid pneumonia, Oct. 10, 1H<!*<, after an illness

of several months.
Hi- wife, who so nobly sustained him in his efforts, still sur-

vives him She was ever faithful in seconding the efforts of
her husband, and is a Loving and affectionate mother. The
two older sons, Harlow and Dudley S., though up to the time
of the death of their father unaccustomed locate ;ind respon-
sibility, with a courage and determination rarely equaled,
have shouldered the indeblcdm f the e-tale. and ho|>o, by
application to hu-ine-j and -strict economy, to discharge the

incumbrance-.
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William Hi Hi'HREr was born in tloskcn, Cunn., Oct. 1.1, 1812,

and ww the seventh child of Dudley Humphrey and Polly M. Sher-
man. He married Sarah A. Iticrcc, or Cornwall, Conn., April. IV. I.

I!y this union were born four children : Kruina Louisa, married Joseph
Hyde, an extensive farmer, iiud lives in the northeast portion of the

township. Sarah Alien, married lienrge llnr^u». fanner, fruit-grower,

mid manufacturer of lumber, and lives near Collins' Station, in the

same township. Delia Lucrctin, married W. D. Jobn»on, a merchant,
at the centre of Townseud ; ahu dieil June 14, IS69. Willie, died in

infancy.

Mr». Humphrey di<il Not. II, 1851. Our subject married his

second wife. Mi** Sarah M. Hyde, of YVakcinan. Ohio, June 28, 1855,

who survives him. At an early age the subject of our sketch mani-
fested unusual mechanical skill ami ingenuity, and during bis busi-

ness, life invented many improvements in machinery; among which
is what is still known as " Humphrey's Direct Action Steam Mill,"

also the " Humphrey Double Actum 1'uiup."

Tn ls,",5 he removed from Connecticut to Parma, Ohio, where, with
bis brother, Dudley S. Humphrey, he engaged in the manufacture of
clocks, lumber, etc. In IStK the two brothers came to Townsctid,
purchased a large tract of land, and commenced lumbering on a large

scale. They built mills mid plunk roads, and furnished employment
for a large number of men.
What was an almost unbroken forest in 181" is now adorned by

two thriving villages, bruud acres of pasture, meadow, and orchard

He was president of the Centre Plank Koad Company, and was one
of the principal movers in the enterprise ; in fact, was the animating
force in completing the work.
The lumber manufactured by them was, to a large extent, sent to an

Eastern market through KUmu us the nearest shipping point for water
transit; beuee they heCMM the I extensive patrons of the plunk
road. He soon became the largest landholder in the township, and
continued to bo up to the time of bis Hidden demise.

lie was cool, sell' reliant, ami always in full command of bis forces,

no matter what the emergency. When, as was frequently the case.

one of his mill-men would t I with an accident requiring surgical

skill, like the crushing of a hand or the breaking of an arm. he was
the first man -ought for: when, with pocket knife, needle, splint-, and
bnmlagc, with steady nerve and ready judgment, lie would dress the

wound so acceptably that the surgeon would seldom change it.

He went boldly forward with 'usiocss enterprises whete many of
large experience, even, would hesitate and doubt. Hi- judgment on
all business matters in which be bad the management was clear,

decided, and came by intuition apparently. In every sense nf the

word be wan a^large-bcarted. broad-ganged man, of prepossessing

appearance, attractive and gcnisl in manner,— with strangers as well

as friends.

He scorned a mean or dishonorable transaction, and was incapable

of doing a mean thing himself, and despised it in others. Combined
with his other social qualities was the rare trait of equanimity of

temper and forbearance, even under strong provocation, remembering
the injury only to render some kind office to the offender whrn in

need, which was frequently the case. This quality seemed to be recog-

nised most fully by all who knew him.
Not only his business, but his charities and his sympathies were

on a broad and generous scale, lie would always prefer to lose a debt

than distress a poor, industrious man. He was a |K'ucciunkiT of his

neighborhood, and, no matter what the press of business, would nth n-

lively listen to the misfortunes and trials of others, and, like a father,

freely advise those who sought his kindly office*.

The estate of his father having been absorbed by indorsements for

friends in the early life of our subject, he knew nil about poverty,

and struggles, and misfortune, and his kindly sympathies were de-

veloped in that school of experience which alone seems fitted to make
men KntUite, and gives them active, intelligent syni|«athy for the

unfortunate. To his immediate family he was a tower of strength

and a fountain of love. As n neighbor, kind and obliging. A* a
cititen, liberal nnd patriotic. His biographer finds a pleasure in

writing of one who was endeared to a whole community by so many
amiable qualities, and who was so entirely trlf-madr.

His school-room education ended with his twelfth year. Few men
with a classical education were more prosperous in business. His

education was practical, and acquired in the school of experience.

Politically, ho affiliated with the Democratic party, but was said to

lie in active sympathy with the maintenance of constitutional liberty,

and untiring in bis labors for the comfort of soldiers during the late

war. He was nominated by his party for representative, August, I Koj,

at a time when his party was in a hopeless minority, and of course

was not elected, though be ran abend of hi- ticket.

lie never was a member of any church organization, but treated

all with rospccL Ilia religion was to >/o g>m<t to hit frUoxe.— to help

those in want. In short, he wits one of those few noble souls who
could rise above church, creed, and formulated dogma, and reach

that higher principle from which it is possible to know tSod by dis-

covering the Almighty in the soul.

He met his death, Nov. 23, 1874, by the breaking of a scaffolding,

while engaged in repairing the roof of his dwelling-house. The fall

broke his skull, causing bis death within a lew hours, and he was
unconscious most of the time until death released him.
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alKHit Mrs. Comstock and, finally. "How papoose?"

This question startled the boy, for he knew that the

babe had never been out of the house, and the Indian

had evidently been lurking about the place. The
savage, noticing the boy's agitation, endeavored to

reassure him. Taking him by the hair he addressed

him thus: "Me no scalp you, Alfred. You good

boy; give Injun corn bread. Me no kill //oh." This

emphatic assurance, that his own life was not in

jeopardy, did not tend to quiet the boy's fears. He
hurried home with the oxen, and informed Mrs. Corn-

stock of the circumstance in the woods. They decided

not to remain in the house another night, and prepa

rations for flight were at once com nieticed. They got

started by evening and, after a tedious journey, ar-

rived at Wooster, where they learned that their cabin

was burned the night they left, and everything de-

stroyed that had l>een left behind. The family soon

went to the block house, where they were afterwards

joined by Mr. Comstock. There they re ained until

after Perry's victory, when they returned to their

ruined home.

When young Arnold reached the age of twenty-one,

Mr. Comstock gave him fifty acres of land in Nor-

walk township. He built himself a cabin and kept

bachelors' hall for live years, and then exchanged his

farm for a team, harness aud wagon.

While in attendance at a party a short time after-

wards, his team broke loose and ran away, both horses

being killed. He sold what remained of his harness

and wagon for fifteen years—the total amount of his

earnings for fourteen dollars. He went back to the

State of New York, where his father was then living;

but, after remaining a year, returned to this county

and bought, jointly with Nehemiah Ordway, a part

of lot one hundred and thirty-seven, in section one.-

In 1831. the year following the arrival of his

brother, James Arnold, with his family, consisting of

his wife and a son six years of age, arrived from

Utica, New York. The family were accompanied by

a young lady, who subsequently became the wife of

Alfred Arnold. James bought out Ordway 's interest,

the remainder of the lot was purchased, and the two

brothers remained in partnership for six rears, when

a division was made, Alfred taking the east and

James the west half. The former now lives on his

original purchase. James resided here seventeen

years, when he sold and moved to the center of town,

where he bought a farm with the old block house in

which William Townseud had kept store. The next

year Mr. Arnold erected a framed building in which

he opened a store, and continued in merchandise for

many years. He now resides at the center, aged

nearly seventy-six. Mr. Arnold was the agent of

William Townseud for the sale of his land for many
years.

W. S. Hyde, now living at Collins, came to the

Fire-lands in 1823, from Fairfield county, Connecti-

cut. He was, for several years, one of the active

business men of Milan. He was one of the original

proprietors of the town site of the village of Collins,

and is the inventor of the "Hyde Cultivator." He
has four children, two sons and two daughters.

Hiram Boardman came to this township from

Massachusetts, alone, on foot, in the spring of 1835.

He bought his farm and then returned east for his

family, with whom he arrired in June following. He
died in Townseud in 1871, aged sixty-five years.

E. C. Riggs and family, and a family by the name
of Beckwith, settled in 1834, the former on lot fifty,

and the latter on twenty-five, section three. Alva

Low arrived about the same time.

Marcus L. Ward, from Cayuga county. New York,

located where ho now resides in 1834, and Martin

Denman, from Delaware county. New York, about

the same time, taking up his abode where his son

Cyrus now lives.

Amasa Finch and family removed from Pennsyl-

vania to Townsend in November, 1836, locating a

mile aud a half east of the center. He afterwards

lived for a time in Clarksfield and in Wakeman, but

spent the latter years of his life in this township,

where he died, in 1877, aged nearly seventy-eight.

His widow now lives near the center. Three children

are living. Julia Ann is the wife of S. G. Waldron,

of Townseud,.of whom mention has been made. Piatt

W. lives in Clarksfield, and Chaunccy in this town-

ship.

Isaac Trimmer, his wife, and his wife's mother,

moved in from Cayuga county, New York, in the fall

of 183!». Mr. Trimmer made his location where he

now lives, on the west part of lot soventy-five in the

third section. His parents, John and Elizabeth

Trimmer, came on some years subsequently, but re-

mained only a year, when they returned to New York,

where he died in 1803. Mrs. Trimmer then came to

Townsend, making her home with her son Isaac the

remainder of her life. She died January 18. 1870, at

the advanced age of ninety-nine years, six months,

and fourteen days. She was born on the fourth day

of July, 177»>. and was one of a family of eleven

children, all of whom she survived. Her mother

lived to the age of one hundred years, and her ma-

ternal grandfather reached the great age of one hun-

dred and ten. In her father's large family there was

but one son, and it sometimes became necessary for

the daughters to assist in the work on the farm, and

it is said Mrs. Trimmer raked and bound grain many
a day and kept up with thecradler.

White Sammis moved into Townsend from Cayuga

county. New York, in the year 1837. He cleaerd up

the farm now owned and occupied by his family. He
died January 2. 1859. leaving a wife and three child-

ren surviving him. Mrs. Sammis is still living, well

advanced in life. She makes her home with her son

Anson.

The number of the white male inhabitants of Town-
send in 1827. above the age of twenty-one years, as

shown by the enumeration made by the County As-

sessor for that year, was thirty-five, as follows:
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Oeorge Kellogg.

Henry Kelliqcir

Uoralio Thompson.
William Burdue.

Geonte Miller

David Goodell

Anion Milllman

Bryantl

Joliuton 1

John Miller.

Edward Mollony

Joaepb Purdy
Cbark-» Punly.

lOrdway

Amaziah Barber.

Benjamin Bailey

Benjamin Benson.

Frederick Prrring.

Auirustus Barber.

Jot

Jowph Waldron. .Jr

EARLY EVENTS.

The first wedding in Townsend was that of Dr.

Lyman Pay, of Milan, and Miss Caroline Kellogg,

daughter of Orisimus Kellogg, of this township.

This event occurred at the house of the bride's father,

Jnly 21, 1816, David Abbott, Esq., tying the nuptial

knot.

William and Elizabeth Burdue were the parents

of the first white children born in the township.

They were twins, were born in the year 1810. and

lived only a few months. The next birth was that of

Roxena Goodell, daughter of David and Electa Oood-

ell. She was born June in, 1817, married Amherst
Ordway, January 24, 1838, and died in Wood county,

Ohio, May 11, 187«. A birth also occurred in one of

the Barber families in 1817.

David Sayre, was the first person that died in the

township, but the date we are unable to pive.

The first tavern was opened by Moses D. Fowler,

in the southwest part of town, on the Medina road,

about the year 1834. On the southeast corner of the

cross roads, where the west line road intersects the Me-

dina road, stands the old '-Blue Fly" erected by William

Thompson twenty-two or twenty-three years ago. It

was originally painted blue. Some one facetiously

dubbed it "the blue fly" and the place has always

been known by that. name. Thompson kept it as a

tavern for five or six years when he sold it to Theodore

Williams, of Norwalk, who now owns it. It is now
used as a dwelling.

E1M CATION A L.

•

The first school house was built in the Barber set-

tlement, about the year 1818. The first school teacher

is not known with certainty, but is generally supposed

to have been Jasper Miles, who taught a winter

school. Miss Polly Barber, (now Mrs, Samuel Sher-

man, aged nearly eighty.) kept the first summer school.

Lucy Tenant was among the earliest school teachers

in the township. She taught in a log dwelling

which stood on the farm now occupied by S. G.

Waldron, in the southeast part of town. A seminary,

called The Western Reserve Union Institute," was

established at Collins, in lSW, chiefly through the

efforts of W. S. Hyde. The institution derived its

support from the tuition of its pupils, and was not

incorporated. It had an existence until alwnit the

year 18T0, when the building was purchased by the

township, and has since been used as a district school.

RELIGIOUS.

THE BAPTIST I HI Ki ll

was organized in Penficld, New York, in 181 'i, and
consisted of five members, namely : Abijah Barber,

Benjamin Bailey, Acsah Bailey, Jasper Miles and
Betsey Miles, all of whom removed to this township

the following year. It was originally called "The
Peace Baptist Church," one of the articles of its con-

stitution condemning "all carnal wars and fighting,

and the use of carnal weapons, in self defence, as un-

warranted by Scripture."

The members, on removing to this township, kept

up their organization, the earliest meetings being held

at their resjiective dwellings.

Elder French, a Baptist minister, preached the first

sermon in the township.

Elder Phillips, of Berlin, was also ouo of the

earliest preachers of that denomination that preached

in the township.

The first settled pastor was Elder R. W. Vining,

who began his labors in 1837. Since Mr. Vining, J.

R. Abbott, J. Freeman, F. P. Hall, A. J. Ellis,

D. B. Simms, John Kyle, E. R. Richmond, J. P.

Islip and S. A. F. Freshnev, have successively officia-

ted as pastors. The latter's term of service has not

yet expired.

A church building was erected at the center, in

1850, costing aliout five hundred dollars. The
society has at present a membership of fifty-three.

Edwin Kinney is clerk ; William Bott and John
Teed, deacons : Edwin Kinney is superintendent of

the Sabbath school, which is small, numbering some

twenty-five or thirty scholars.

THE .METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHl'RCH.

We are indebted to Rev. George A. Weber, pastor

of the church, for the facts in the following state-

ment:

The church was in existence at Townsend Center

in the spring of 1839; how long before that, or by

whom organized, can not be ascertained. The first

meetings were held in an old red school house a short

distance southeast of the center. The building is

now used by H. Board man as a bee-house. There

were then two other M. E. Societies in the township,

one of which met in a school house on the east town

line, ami the other in a school house (recently burned)

about two miles further west. The society at the

center had a precarious existence until the completion

of its house of worship in is;?,', al which time the

other classes referred to disbanded, some of the mem-
bers uniting with the church at the center and others

going elsewhere. In 1841). when the Brothers Burton

and Curti-< Fairchild with their wives united, there

were only eleven members, themselves included. The
names of the other members were as follows: A. D.

Bryant
( leader), his wife and far her. Zenas Graham,

Alva Brewster and wife, aud a Mrs. Vining.
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Regular services, which had not been previously
|

held, were at once established and have continued,

without iutermission, until the present. They were

held in the school house which then stood upon the

site of the present school building at the center, but

now stands a short distance further west, and is used

by the Good Templars as a lodge-room. The church

has grown from that little band of eleven, in 1849, to

a present membership of one hundred and sixty-eight,

including thirty probationers.

From 1838 to 1841, the following ministers were

on the Clarksficld circuit, in which this church was

embraced, viz: J. L. Ferris, William Disbro, Thomas
Barkdull, W. J. Wells, John II. Curtiss, James

Brewster and John "O. Conoway. L. B. Gurley was

the presiding elder.

The following were the preachers from 1849 to

18»>ii, to wit: Hiram Humphrey, Luke Johnson, John

R. Jewett, H. M. Close, Wm. Hustiss, J. M. Wilcox,

G. W. Breckenridge, E. H. Bnsh, James Evans,

Jacob A. Brown, Ralph Wilcox and John McKean.

During that time (from 1849 to 1800), or at least a

portion of it, the society was included in the Florence

Circuit, and two preachers were constantly employed.

The church building was begun in the summer of

1851 and completed, during the pastorate of .John R.

Jewett, in the fall of 1852, and cost fourteen hundred

dollars. The dedication sermon was preached by

Edward Thompson. IK 1)., afterwards bishop.

The Sabbath school was organized in the spring of

1853. George Perkins was the first superintendent.

The present membership is about one hundred and

fifty. George I). Liles is at present the superin-

tendent.

TKMPLRAXf E SOI IETIH*.

A lodge of Good Templars was organized at the

center of Townsend in 1887, with about forty mem-
bers. The society occupied, for a time, a building

which stood on the site of A. D. Smith's shop. The
building was subsequently destroyed by fire, the soci-

ety losing some two hundred dollars thereby. For

seven months succeedinjpthis event the meetings were

held in the house of E. Kinney, when the old school

house just west of the center was obtained and fitted

up for a lodpe room and lias since been used by the

society.

TBVPBKAKCE Ml Tt W, IHI'UOVEMEXT society.

The object of this organization is two-fold: to

diminish intemperance and to provide a means for

mental improvement. The members pledge them-

selves to abstain from the use, as a beverage, of in-

toxicating drinks. The literary exercises consist of

declamations essays and the discussion of temperance

topics. The society was formed in November, 1874,

with forty-seven members, and up to the present time

five hundred and thirty names have been added to the

list of membership. The exercises are held ulter-
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nately in the Methodist and Baptist churches at the

center.

POST OFFICE.

The first post office was established in 1833 or 1834,

with Daniel Phillips as postmaster, who kept the

office in his house, on lot ninety two, in the first sec-

tion. The office was called East Townsend, which

name it has retained until the present time, for the

reason that there was an office in Sanduskv conntv of

the name of Townsend. Phillips' administration was

defective in one particular: he failed to account to the

government for the receipts of his office* and some

three years after his appointment, James Arnold and

Xehemiah Ordway, his bondsmen, received a notifica-

tion from Washington that the official was then' in

arrears to the government in the sum of about

teen dollar*. The amount was p.iid by the bondsmen,

and Phillips was removed from office, and was suc-

ceeded by Hiram Bondman, who served for a term of

six or seven years. White Sammis was then appointed

and held the position three years, when he was suc-

ceeded by James Arnold, and the location of the office

changed to the center of the township. Mr. Arnold

kept the office five or six years, and was followed by

Jasper St. John who held the place for a few months

only, when John Miller received the appointment.

The office wa-s then removed to the railroad, half a

mile further north, and continued there some four

years, when it was re-established at the center, with

William Humphrey as postmaster. He served two

years, and was succeeded by James Arnold, who con-

tinued until the appointment of the present incum-

bent, W. I). Johnson, in October, 1*72.

The first east and west mail through Townsend was

carried, on foot, by a man of the name of Coles,

whose trip extended from Akron to Xorwalk. At
first his' mail bag consisted of a large sized pocket

book, locked with a padlock of about the size of a
silver half dollar, but the first trip he made through

Townsend. his '"mail bag" was entirely empty. An
early mail carrier was a man by the name of Waldron.

and on one of his trips through the woods he threw

the mail bag at a deer, knocking it down, and liefore

the animal could regain his feet he jumped upon it

and cut its throat with a pocket-knife. A man by

the name of De Bow carried the mail from Xorwalk
to Medina, back in the twenties. His route passed

w thin twentj or thirty rods of Thomas Fletcher's

house, on the creek, south of the Medina road.

Fletcher cut a mortice in a large white oak tree, on
the road, for the reception of his mail, and made an

arrangement with the mail carrier to blow his tin horn

whenever his " box" contained any mail. The ar-

rangement was faithfully carried out by De Bow. and
the sound of his horn became a* familiar as the song

of the whip-poor-will.

PHYSIC! ASS.

The Wiliest doctors who practiced in the township

were doubtless from the surrounding towns. The
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first resident physician was Dr. G. R. .Stanton, who
located ut the center, ami began to practice in 1S-U.

lie remained for six or seven years and then removed
to Lawrence. Kansas, where lie now lives. Dr.

Morse came in soon after, but remained only a year,

when he removed to Pennsylvania. Dr. Sort was

an early practitioner of physic, here. Dr. Charles

Arnold commenced the practice of medicine in 1S4S,

and continued until 1851. when he removed to Mon-
roeville. He now resides at Towlisend Center, en-

gaged in the manufacture of violins. Dr. K. Martin,

the present physician residing at the center, moved
into the place in the fall of 1851. He is of the regu-

lar school, deriving his medical education at Hudson
Medical College, Cleveland, where he graduated in

1855. He is at present the only resident doctor in

the township, and has an extensive practice. Since

Dr. Martin began here, two or three others have

started in practice, but remained only a short time.

ORUANIZATION OK TOWXsUtP.

The first election for township officers was held, in

pursuance of an order of the supreme court. October

15. 1820, at the home of Benjamin Bailey. Jasper

Miles, Abijah Barber, and Isaac If. Wright were

judges, and Frederick Fining and Royal Munger
clerks of election. Township officers were elected as

follows: Frederick Perring. clerk: Abijah Barber,

David Lee. and Benjamin Bailey, trustees; Thomas
E. Fletcher and Isaac H. Wright, overseers of the

poor; Royal Munger and David C. Lewis, fence view-

ers; Hiram Bailey, appraiser of property: Samuel

Sherman, lister; Abijah Barber, treasurer: Royal

Munger, constable. On the 15th of November, fol-

lowing, an election was held for justice of the peace.

There were nine votes cast, all of which were g.ven

to Jasper Mile*. The poll book or this election, on

file in the office of the Clerk of Huron county, con-

tains the names of the following electors: Augustus

Barber. Benjamin Bailey, Abijah Barber. David Leo,

Hezekiah Barber, Frederick Perring, Koyal Mu-ngcr,

Hiram Bailey, Eluha H. Sheldon.

April 1, 1822, Royal Munger was elected justice of

the peace, receiving the nine votes cast. The first

record of an election of justice of the peace in the

original township record book, now in possession of

Sanford (i. Waldron, of Townsend, is that of April,

182:5. when Oliver Day was chosen to that office. Be-

sides those mentioned. Joseph Purdy. Thomas E.

Fletcher,, Johnson Wheeler, Levi Chapman and

White Sam mis. were some of the early justices of

the peace.

At the election for sheriff of Huron county, held

in Townsend, December f>, 182'», thirteen votes were

cast, of which Benjamin Abbott received six, Asa

Sanford five, and Piatt Benedict, two.

The first election in the township, for State and

comity officers, was held October 9. lN'.M. There

were thirteen votes cast for State senator, which were

given for EheneiPT Merry. Fourteen votes were cast

for representative in state legislature, of which Ly-

man Fanvell received thirteen and David Abbott one.

Enoe Gilbert received thirteen votes for sheriff und

j

David Gibbs. one vote. Piatt Benedict received twelve

votes for auditor; Robert S. Southgate had twelve

votes for county commissioner, and James Strong, six;

Luke Keeler had ten votes for coroner and Amos
Woodward, six.

The different settlements in Townsend were so

separated from each other that election days were the

only occasions on which they met together. Men ami

boys attended the election as a holiday, bringing their

rifles with them to shoot at target. As but few votes

were polled and but little excitement, politically, pre-

vailed, they had plenty of time to engage in sports.

At the presidential election, when Jackson was

elected president, there was a grind wrestling match
between the two political parties. It was a close cou-

test, but the administration party prevailed, who
regarded the result as significant, and the affair came
very uear ending in a general fight. It is said that,

if Milford"s whisky had not given out, blood would,

undoubtedly, have been spilt.

A substantial, two-story brick town hall was erected

in the summer of 187<». at the center, costing four

j

thousand five hundred dollars. The plan was drawn

; and the building erected by E. Kinney, architect ami
builder, living at Townsend center.

William Townsend. one of the original proprietors

of the township, put up a block house at the center,

in which* he opened a store in 1822 or '23. It was

furuisheu from his store in Sandusky, which he estab-

lished in the winter of 18111-20, bringing his first

goods from New Haven, Connecticut, in a sleigh.

A store was subsequently kept here a short time by

Kneelaud Townsend. brother of William Townsend,

and still later by James Arnold, who continued in

merchandise for a number of years.

There are two villages in the township, of nearly

equal size, called Townsend center and Collins, the

latter situated on the railroad, half a mile north of

the center. At Townsend center there are two

chu dies, two stores, one millinery shop, one bluek-

|
smith shop, one school house, one saw mill, one bee-

house, one violin manufacturer and one architect and
builder.

At Collins there are one general store, one grocery,

one tin shop, one millinery store, one hotel, two

blacksmith shops, one wagon shop, two shoe shops,

one harness shop, one broom factory, one pump fac-

tory, and one saw mill and bending works.

KILLS AND MANl KA< Tl'KK>.

The pioneer mill of Townsend was established by

William Burdue. He brought with him from Penn-

sylvania a pair of small null-stones, ami set up a hand

mill for grinding grain. The rude contrivance wad a

great convenience to the early settlers, who were thus

I
saved many miles of travel, through dense woods to

get their milling done.
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The first saw mill in this township was built by

David I^ce, in 182u. It was located on lot seventy-

three, in the fourth section, on Rattlesnake creek.

There are, at the present time, three saw mills in

operation. The mill near the center was erected by

James Arnold, in the winter of 1848-9. When com-

pleted, he sold it to William Humphrey, who operated

it until his death, in 1874, whfn it passed into the

hands of George Bargns, the present owner.

The saw mill of L. V. McKesson was established

by Cyrus .Minor, in 1856. He operated it for tive or

six years, when he sold to James McCnllough. who,

a year subsequently, moved the machinery away. A
man by the name of Funk afterward! bought the

building and fitted it up for a grist mill, which he

carried on for three years, and then removed the

machinery to Mt. Vernou.

THE COLLINS PI MP COMPANY.

The original building of this factory was erected by

W. S. Hyde and Fruden Ailing, in 18o7, who engaged

in the manufacture of the Hyde cultivator, of which

the said Hyde was the patentee. They carried on

the business for one year, when a suspension resulted,

occasioned, principally, by the hard times of that

period. In 1800, the building and ground were pur-

chased by Isaac McKesson, who subsequently formed

a partnership with M. M. Perkins in the manufacture

of sash, doors and blinds. Afterwards, Cyrus Denman
bought a half interest with McKesson in the property,

and they, in addition to the business then in operation,

began the manufacture of pumps. Subsequently, J.

C. Shaw became a partner of McKesson, and they are

now the owners of the property. The works are run.

by an engine of twenty-horse power, and the factory

possesses facilities for an extensive business.

LNION MUfDlHG WORKS.

The Union Bending Works were established in 1852,

by Hemmingway & Humphrey, in the saw mill near

the center, and having passed through several hands

down to 18i»tJ, came into the possession of Smith &
Ellis, who began the business in its present location

and carried it on for one year, when it passed into the

hands of William G. Ailing & Co. These parties

continued the business but; one year. Isaac McKesson

then became proprietor of the business, with his son,

L. V. McKesson, as superintendent. Soon after this

another copartnership was entered into between Mon-
trose & McKesson, and was conducted under this firm

name for one year, when Montrose sold out, and the
,

firm was succeeded by MrKesson & Ellis, who contin-

ued the business for six months. Mr. Ellis, then

went out and Isaac McKesson took his son, L. V. Mc-
Kesson, into partnership, under the firm name of

Isaac McKesson i!t Son. This arrangement continued

for one year, closing with the year 1871. On Janu-

ary 1, 1872, L. V. McKesson bought of Isaac Mc-
Kesson, his share in the business, together with all '

the buildings, machinery, etc., and has been, since
|

that date, sole proprietor of the Union Bending Works,

making numerous improvements and additions, both

in machinery and buildings. A large, new warehouse,

thirty by sixty feet has been erected in which to store

felloes. The capacity of the works has been enlarged

to a considerable extent. Formerly the utmost ca-

pacity was, in the manufacture of felloes, from forty

to fifty set, steamed and bent, per day: and in sawing

lumber, from two thousand to twenty-five hundred feet

per day. At this time they have facilities for steam-

ing anil bending one hundred set of felloes per day,

and for sawing from four to six thousand feet of lum-

ber. The sawing, ripping, and planing are done in

the busemcnt story; the steaming, bending and jmck-

ing felloes is done in the second story of the mill

building. Within the year past a turning shop has

been added, and quite lately has been eularged and

improved. Neck-yokes and whifflctrees are the spe-

cialties in this department. All kinds of bent work

for wagons, buggies, sleds and cutters is made, requir-

ing, for these alone, from twelve to fifteen hundred

feet of the best hickory and oak lumber per day.

From fifteen to twenty men are employed about the

works, and on some occasions as many as fifteen teams

and teamsters are employed to get logs to the mill.

A side track is laid from the L ike Shore and Michigan

Southern depot to the mill platform, so that cars can

be run in and loaded at the mill.

The following is a list of personal property subject

to taxation in a portion of Townsend. as taken in

May, 1826, by John Miller, deputy assessor:

Thomas E Fletcher
Amari ih Barber
AUKiistu* Barber . .

.

Frederick Perrlng ..

Horalio Thompson .

Oalen Knapp
Hezeklnh Barher ,

.

Benjamin Ballev ....

AUJah Barber
Stephen Heath
Brvaot Mllliraan ..

Xlram Mllllman
Lambert Scharfrr
(>eurge Miller .

William Bunlue
Anion Mllllman ...

Gconr* Kellotrir

Value

AfcTCrr

Y^hfe

I 8
4 K
5 M

t 16
3 34
» 40
1 S
| 61
4 as
1 8
7. M
5 *4
1 8
» 40

Biographical Sketches.

DOCTOR EDGAR MARTIN

was the eighth child of Gilbert Martin and Hannah
Washburn, and was born in Fitchville, Huron county,

Ohio, October It), 1820. He came to Townsend in

1851, and commenced the practice of medicine.

He married Miss Mary Jane Chapman, of Town-
send, in 1853. They have four living children:

Marie, Fred. D., May and Edgar 0.

Fred. I>. Martin is a physician, and lives in Colton,

Henry county, Ohio. The other members of the

tamily are at home.
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Doctor Edgar Martin, the subject of tins sketch,

toook his degree from the Clevelaud Medical College,

in Cleveland, Ohio, in the year 1850, after five years

of practice, and he has been in almost constant prac-

tice of his profession ever since, in Townscnd'aud the

adjoining townships. His professional success may

be easily inferred from his extended ride and his very

busv life,— having hud over twenty-five years of

practice.

He was elected justice of the peace in 185!), and

has held tho office continuously since that time

—

twenty years.

He was commissioned lieutenant in the One Hund-
red and Twenty-third Regiment Ohio Volunteer In-

fa itry in the early part of the late war, and was soon

prjiuoted to a captaincy in the One Hundred and

SUtv-sixth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

He was elected to the State legislature in 1873. and

se -ved in that capacity two years.

In early life Doctor Martin was an abolitionist, and

in 1852, voted for John P. Hale for president. He
has been a staunch republican since the organization

of that party. The repeated expressions of confi-

dence, by his party, and his prominence in political

ci "cles in town and county, give better proof of his

unswerving patriotism and real merit thau anything

th i writer can say.

The doctor springs from a Quaker ancestry which

will explain, to some extent, at least, his pronounced

anti-slavery convictions in his early manhood.

To properly estimate such a character, we must

bear in mind that the church, society, and the two

great political parties were intensely pro-slavery, ami

all alike ready to rend the man who had the temerity

to stand and talk, and vote for human rights. "To
remember those in bonds as bound with them," created

the bitterest antagonisms as well as social ostracism,

and was considered sufficient cause for personal abuse

and cruel persecutions in many cases, both in the

church and out of it. This fact will add a special

luster to the earlv manhood of Dr. Martin.
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RIDGEFIELD.

The following history is prepared from personal

interviews with early settlers, the public records, and

the sketch of the early settlement of Enos Hose.

Ridgefield township is described on the records of

the original Connecticut Reserve as number four in

range twenty-three. It is bounded on the north by

Oxford township, Erie county; south by Peru; east

by Xorwalk, and west by Lyme townships. The
township is generally level, except along the streams.

Here are found in many places high banks or bluffs.

In the northeast corner of the township the surface

is broken or rolling.

STREAMS.

The East branch of the Huron river enters the

township from the south, crossing the southern

boundary on lot six, in section one. Its course is

slightly east of north, flowing from the township on

the east line, lot two in the second section. The

West branch of the Huron river is formed from two

streams, which cross the south line of the township;

one on lots one aud six in section four, and the other

on lot sixteen in the same section. Uniting on lot

seven they form the main stream. This flows a gen-

eral northerly direction to near the center of Monroe-

ville village. Here the course changes to due east,

thence a northeasterly directiou, aud, after many de-

vious turnings, crosses the north line of the township

on lot fifteen in the second section. Another stream

flows from the southwest, aud empties its waters into

the West branch, in Mouroeville village. This is

known us Frink Run, from the fact that William

Frink was the first to build a habitation on its bank.

Frink Run and the West branch of the Huron river

divide the township, aud on the northeast side of

these streams the land is of the nature of prairie, and

generally of a deep rich soil, with small islands and

groves of small timber. Another small stream enters

the township from the west, flows east-northeast aud

empties into the West branch on lot fifteen, section

second. It is called Seymour Brook, from the fact

that a man named Seymour was killed by the Indians,

in 181'<J. while engaged in cutting a bee-tree, which

stood on its banks. On the south and east side of

Frink Run and the West branch of the Huron river,

the land* were heavily timbered, and possess a deep,

rich, loamy soil, not excelled, perhaps, by any town-

ship of the Fire-lands in productiveness.

The township is underlain with a slate rock, from

seven to ten feet below the surface.

In the early settlement of the township, game of

all kinds was very plenty, as were also fish in the

streams. It is related that Major David Underbill,

with his men, in one day, caught two wagon boxes

full of fish. At the present day fish enough abound,

especially those shy fellows, the black bass, to render

exercise with the rod attractive; but unless the law

is rigidly enforced, and persons prevented from shoot-

ing them during certain seasons, this delicious fish

will soon become extinct.

Ridgefield township was divided into four sections,

and these were again divided into two-hundred-acre

lots, making twenty lots in each section.

ORIGINAL OWNERS.

For an explanation of the following table the read-

er is referred to the history of Wakeman township:

NO. t. 8ECT10H L

Hezekiah Nichols
John Squire, Jr.
Samuel Burr and 0
John Squire, Jr.

Selh Smith
David Rurr
Samuel Camp
Timothv Keeler *d
David Rockwell
David Rockwell 2d
Bartholomew Weed
Timothy Benedict
Daniel Coley
Phillip B B adle.r
James Scott
Samuel '.ockwood
John Barnuni
Charles Peck
John Gregory
David Pierce
Sarah Morehouse
Samuel Ol instead
Samuel Smith
Abraham Rockwell
Jutiah Fi inter

F.lihu Dernrest
Samuel Keeler *d

Amt
£

153

19

35
S6
891
as
si

s
a
3
6

fS
i

ion
&
6
4
a

|S9

74

M
i<>

m
8
1

*t

CloaiOTsrf 6*. Amt Classed.

f. d £ «. d.
5 0 Phillip B Bradley a 0
S s .. „ ISA 4
10 •

H ..
3!M n T

w s t *« 13 u 8

17 6 »* as 17 6
0 .. • 60 0

M 7 ,* 155 1

17 10 as 17 10
9 0 SI 0 e
4 1 ir 6

10 'a * 10
li 4 .* •« • 13 4
18 s M II e 1- ii

IS •
•t M

1 18 8
1 0 tt II ai 0 0
u 8 II II •1 If 8
14 4

• 1. 10* It 4
17 0 s 17 0
H 4 ». ii

1 H 1

11 1 4 0 1

18 0 a H 8
tl 9 Her heirs 189 s 'i

|H 8 Jared Olmsted 1" 14 8
(1

a Nathan Smith 14 1 8
1 1 Abraham Rockwell 10 4 i

3 10 Jonah Foster 10 1 10
1 0 Timothy Keeler 9d I 0 0

f 1 7 8
18 0 Job Smith a 10 4

Footing of Classification No 1 £1.844*

CLasstncsTlox No 2, SlcTlox 3

(Jriginal Grantm. Am i Lius*. Clauijtrd b» Am'l Clotted.

it t. rf £ t. d.
Jabex Raymond 884 V 0 Amos Cook 834 8 0
Isaac Keeler 104 0 0 SI 14 •
John Wo-Klwaid 888 17 a M M 8M 17 3
Uunlon Bradley to 10 0 08 10 0
Awrlah Bradley
Benjamin Pardee

1» 8 0 18 8 a
tw is 0 44 8 0

\. 18 18 a 13 13 3

Footing or Classification No. 8, £1.344 7 0

Joilah Raymond
Jon th nrttch sh ra 1K5

CUisitriCiTion No. 3. Simon 8.

Sm
£

Robert Waters.
two losses

Isaac Keeler
F-tru Starr
Tli.« Benedict. Jr.

Eptirniiu Barnum
John Knap])
Christiana Starr
Daniel Stevens
Steph'u Trowbridge
Timothv Wildtuan
Daniel Taylor. Esq.
Nathaniel Starr
Abigail Wo.nl
Daniel Tayl .r. Esq.

ft Lou CW/ted fcj,

,. d.
9 8
0 0

Am i Cloned.

m % $
1!M 0 0

Samuel Gregory

17

101

1411
10
3
S
6
8

esti

4
1H

SS9

8

fll

15
0

11
1

I 1

1

10
1

18
0
IS
0

4
0
t

4

0
4
0
4
4M
4
1

17 is

U4 7
H'rs Timothy Taylor Its

*. .*

• * o
•• «
,4 .,

153
4
IS

0 l<-4 Heirs of ElUha
Whittlesey 343

4 0 Helm or Elislia

Whittlesey 8
Hi to Heirs of Caleb Starr 61

II

1

M
w
1

Ii

0
13
10
7
I

I

8
10
4

?
0
a

0
4
4
0
4
4

0
IIJ

F.iotiugof Classification No 3 £1.314 7 0

(263)

Digitized by



254 HISTORY OF HURON AND ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

CLiBUFICiTIO* NO. 4.

£
Daniel Kraltli 1NJ

Benjamin Northrup 1M>
(lama lid Northrup *7

Thaddetts Rockwell &
Ebenezer Stebblua 1

Hope Kh<«l* ?

Stephen Morris 8
]Innnab Seymour 18
Jesse Benedict 11

Ilenj&mlu Smith 4

Ichabwl Doolittle ft

Simeon Stewart Oil

Daniel Smith
Daniel Smith 3d
Sarah Litsby
Jemima Keeler
Lydla Gilbert
John Smith
Matthew Keeler
Prue Konhrup
James Northrop
John Keeler
Gamaliel Northru|:
Abijah SmithMM Rockwell
At.llah Rockwell
Nat1.au Godfrey

188
SO

t

34
18

4
.'.8

a
in

H

•

I

7
II

18
n
10

0
7
m
14
I ft

11/

4
19
18
IS
10

I

Ifl

4
1"

0
II
14

4

8 ft

ao I

Da v 1,1 I'omillK'k 818 le

Andrew Comftock ft 4

Matthew dreary IS 7
EJnathan Gregory 31 «
Jamea Trowbridge 7 I

Mary Hayes 8 l«

Fountain Smith 158 1ft

Nathan Hendrick 19 II
i R<*ers id 1 5

lftl 18

d.
6
i

7
i<

N

0
(I

3
I
0
4
10

f

10
N
«

«
I

0
i

4

n

8
«
S

Cla-ifi«i by

Job Smith

Am t Claurd

David and Darling-
Stewart

Daniel Smith

107

7»
JH
1

:

I
5

II

I

S

e»
<i

u

Amos Smith

Daniel Smith
Matthew Northrup

Wm Rockwell 3d
Abtjah Rockwell
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INDIANS.

Numerous parties of the Wyandotte and other

tribes of Indians had a habitation in early times along

the river. They passed the time in bunting, fishing,

making baskets, ax helves, etc., and were generally

quiet and peaceable, except when under the influence

of " tire-water," or whisky. Then they were ugly

and quarrelsome, behaving themselves, as Mr. Mes-

senger states, jnti like white folks. During the war

of 1812, two inmates of the Parker block house in

Milan, Seymour and Pixlcy, were engaged in cutting

a " bee tree," standing on the south side of the small

stream flowing through the Clary farm. They had

nearly completed their labors, when they were fired

upon by a party of cowardly Indians, and Seymour

instantly killed. Pixlev ran. bat becoming entangled

in the brushwood, was captured, and remained a

prisoner for many months.

SKTTI.KMKNT.

William Frink is thought to be the first white man
that contracted for land in Kidgeh'eld township, for

the purpose of settlement. His contract is dared in

1811, and was for the south part of lot number live

in the fourth section. Frink built the first house in

the township. It was of logs and stood near the site

of the house now owned by Samuel Clock. Frink

was more hunter than fanner, and when Seth Brown

came into the township, in the spring of 1812, Frink

sold his con tract and left the county. Yen little is

now known «>f bis history, cither before or since lie

left the township, except that lie was eventually

found dead in Seneca county. He was one >>f these

character- who prefer the solitude of the wilderness.

Seth Brown was a go-ahead Yankee. Prior to the

date last mentioned, he went to New Orleans, but
finding the yellow fever prevailing there, he "stood

not on the order of his going,'' but beat a precipitate

retreat northward. He traveled the entire distance

to Ridgefield, on foot, with no companion but his

trusty rifle, a safeguard in danger as well as an assist-

ant in procuring food in the wilderness. Arriving at

the township, he purchased the land as before stated,

and in the spring of 1812, broke a piece of prairie

and planted it to com—the first in the township.

The Indians were exceedingly troublesome, and in

the summer. Brown became connected with the army,

going as far west as Monroe, Michigan ; here he be-

came acquainted with a voting widow (Mrs. Sarah

Tattle), w hom he married, and with whom he returned

to Ridgefield in the spring of 1813, and began the

battle of life, in the first house in the township. Mr.

Brown, it is said, thinking of his good fortune at

Monroe, applied the name to the village of his creation.

The family of this couple were four: George W., who
was the first white child born in the township, is

now living in Illinois; John S., who lives in Price

connty, Minnesota: Seth. who died in Monroeville in

1845». of cholera; and Emily Jane, w ho married James
Hamilton, Jr., and died in Monroeville May 30, 1857.

Seth Brown, Sr., at one time carried the mail from

Huron to Sandusky. He died in Monroeville August

SO, 1881; his wife died November 18. 184H.

The second settler in Ridgefield township was

Sanders Littletield. He was originally from Crown
Point, New York, but was living in Erie county,

same State, when he emigrated to Ohio. This was in

the spring of 1851. Accompanied by his daughter,

Celia, he came by team to Ridgefield. Halting near

the site of the residence of the late William R. Jack-

son, a rude habitation was improvised from the

wagon-box, and in this some three weeks were passed

while a log cabin was being constructed. In the fall

following, a son-in-law, George Pierce, arrived and

occupied the cabin, Mr. Littlefield and daughter (Celia)

returning East, going the entire distance on horse-

back. The subsequent spring he removed perma-

nently to Ohio, w ith his family, which consisted of a

wife and four children. (One son, Bay S.. remained

Bait ) Of the children who came with the parents:

Ledjard married Mary Read, and in l.s-,'8 returned

to New York, where he died, leaving four children.

(Ann. Leason, Minerva ami Darwin); Celia married

Deodatns Huhhcll: Diantha married Lewis Arnold,

and is now deceased; Minerva married Theodora
Hawkins, and resides in South Haven, Michigan.

After remaining a short time on the original location,

Mr. Littletield removed north, on the ridge, and

located permanently on the farm now ow ned bl S. D.

Fish. Here he died on March 10, 1818. Mrs. Lit-

tletield returned to the State "f New York, where

she died.

John Sowers, the next settler in Ridgefield, was

bom in York county, Pennsylvania, where he lived
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David L'Dderhill was bora in Westchester Co., N. Y., May 19,

1*65. His : i [Lit. Abram Underbill, »»> a captain in the Revolu-

tionary war and a member uf the Conftitutional Convention of Ver-

mont, having previously removed to Dorset, in that State When

twenty.slx years of age, David went to Herkimer Co., N. Y., and

located land in the township uf Norway.

The following year he married Polly Osborn, of Ooshcn, N. Y., and

nettled u|H>n bin |iurnhaiie. lie cleared up this farm, and subsequently

another in the name county. Through ill-considered kindness, in In-

coming liail for an acquaintance, he lost bia property, which induced

him to come Writ. Ho came to Ohio Srat, in the spring of 1M0,

leaving hi« family behind. He made hid stopping-place at Esquire

Abbott's, at the old county-veat, while he explored the surrounding

country with a view to settlement. H« returned F.ost, and the next

year came out and purchased thirty-six hundred acre* in township No.

4, range No. 23 (Ridgefleld), at seventy-five cent* an acre. In the

summer of 1812 he made a beginning on bis land, building a cabin on

the bank of the Huron River where tho saw-mill near the water-works

now standi. He distinctly heard, while at work here on the day thnt

(iin. Hull surrendered Detroit, the engagement with the Hrilish ou

the river below the fort, and went to Mr. Abbott's to consult about

tho occurrence.

A messenger soon after arrived with the report that the British and

Indians had been seen landing at Huron, and warning the inhabitant*

to seek safely in immediate flight.

They all started southward, but before traveling far were overtaken

by a party of men, at first supposed to be forces of the enemy, but who

proved, on inquiry, to be the released prisoners of (ien. Hull on their

way U> Mansfield. They were the party which dlaeuibarked at Huron,

and the majority of the fleeing inhabitants returned to their homes.

Until the removal of bis family, in I'M 6, Major Underbill made an

annual trip to his Western purchase, usually bringing out with him a

stock of goods, which be could sell on the journey, and taking back

a stock of furs.

In 1815 he was accompanied on his Western trip by his son in-law,

Horace Morse, Levi Cole and son, and Dr. Joseph I'carce. In that

year he built a part uf his double log bouse, at the raising of which

all the men in the county within a radius of fifteen miles attended,

and yet the number, including the party above mentioned, was only

sixteen. He arrived with his family Feb. 22, 1816, his log cabin

furnishing temporary shelter during his absence to Martin Kellogg

and family.

Major Underbill's was tho usual stopping-place fur Ihu judges and

some of the lawyers ( I'latt Hened ict ns-commodatiug the rest J during

the sessions of the court in (he early days of Norwulk.

A few year* after bis purchase. Major Underbill sold to some uf his

friends in the Kast all but six hundred acres of bis tract, receiving an

advance on the original price of fifty cents per acre. He subsequently

owned, in connection with two other men, the third section of Bronson,

but disposed of that also.

In the fall of 1817 he erected a saw-mill near where he lived, which

was one of the first saw-mills in the country, and which for many
years did an extensive business. During the first year* of tbeir

settlement the family suffered much from ague. The country in its

new and undrained condition was unhealthy, and the erection of the

mill-dam made it still worse in the vicinity of the dwelling, a* it

caused an overflow of the river-boltoms.

In 1*22 he removed to a more healthful location, that which his son

Isaac now occupies, erecting a frame house, which constitutes a part

of the present dwelling of Mr. Underbill. He died here Oct. 5, 1841,

and Mrs. Underbill, Dee. I, 1850.

Major Underbill's career was one of great activity and usefulness,

and he was esteemed as an honorable man and an enterprising cititen.

lie assisted in opening the road which runs through Norwalk, and

was instrumental in removing the county seat from Avery.

He was the father of eight children, as follows, in the order of their

ages: Thirta, was the wife of Horace Morse, deceased; Mercy, died

unmarried before the removal of the family from New York : Harriet,

widow of Nathan Strong, an early resident of Lyme, live* with her

brother, Isaac Underbill, aged eighty-two ; Mary, waa the wife of Dr.

J. A. Jennings ; and Aurelia, wife of A. W. Hulett.

Isaac Umikrbill, whoso portrait is given in connection with this

sketch, was born Jan. 13, 1805. Hi* first business venture was tbc

purchase of a farm of two hundred acres of John C. Hale, an eastern

resident, at $2 per acre, and he agreed to make a payment of $50

the next spring. He was puixled for some time to find a way of

securing the $50, but finally, on a capital of between Jfl and f7, com-

menced buying deerskins, and on the first lot that be sold at Huron,

much of which was bought on credit, he cleared $100; and when the

day of payment arrived he was prepared to pay $70 instead of $50,

which he did. From that small beginning he has made the property

be now owns, and has purchased back the encumbered homestead uf

his father, without any assistance through inheritance,

Mr. Underbill was married, March 2.4, 1851, to Amanda I'atten,

whose father was an early settler at Dayton, Ohio. She died July 5,

1852, leaving a child who died in January following.

His second wife was Lydia tiregory, whom be married Dec. !7
f

1 She was born April 13, 1831). There were five children born

of this marriage, four of whom are living, one having died in infancy.

The surviving children are Isaac M., born Sept. 27, 1 856; Isabel F.,

born July «, IM0| Edwin O., bom Oct. SO, 1862; and Arthur, born

March «, 1867.

David Underbill, the younger of the two sons of Major Underhlll

fell from a horse many years ago, injuring bis brain and resulting in

his mental derangement, from which he has not recovered. Sarah

Louisa was the wife of A. B. Beaverstock,
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until attaining his majority, when he married and

soon after removed to Baltimore county, Maryland.

In 1811 he removed to Fairfield county, Ohio, and

from there to Ridgefield, Huron county, arriving

September 25, 1815. He located on lot four in the

fourth section, a portiou of which he subsequently

caused to be laid out, and now forms a part of Mon-
roeville village. Sowers had four sons: John, Jr.,

who married Chloe Strong (by whom he had four

children: Catharine, John, Frauds, and Dorcas); his

wife died August 30, 1830, aged thirty-one years, and

he married Mrs. Deborah S. Benedict in October,

1831; had several children by second wife. He died

in Monroeville June 3. 1868. Secoud wife died April

G, 1869. Moses, who married Mrs- Susan Abbott,

eventually removed to Richland county, where he died

February 16, 1875. leaving two children, George and

Bloomer. Daniel, who married Mary McMillan,

died in Monroeville October 26, 1ST?. Mrs. S. died

January 2o, 1878. (The children were: Mary Ann,

John. Agnes, George, Lavina, and Alice.) James,

who married Catharine Eastlick, lived in Monroeville

some tweuty years; removed to Whitley county, In-

diana, where he uow resides. They have two chil-

dren, Mary and Elizabeth.

John Sowers, Sr.. had but one daughter, Mary,

who married Jesse Davis. One child was bom to

them, John S. The mother died when he was three

weeks old. He lived with his grand parents, and

with them came to Ohio. He was then nine years of

age. In 1836 he removed to Lexington, Richland

county, and in February, 1838, located at Galion.

Here he married Catharine Nave, May 17, 1843, and

engaged in merchandising. He became largely inter-

ested in the banking interest at that point. In May,

1866, he returned to Monroeville, and purchased the

residence of S. V. Harkness, where he still resides.

He also purchased the brick building occupied by the

stores of H J. Squire and F. II. Drake aud (he Ex-

change Bank. The children of Mr. and Mrs. Davis

are; Amanda, who married Captain A. S. Skilton;

(have two children, John Davis and Bessie Koby);

John and Kittie, who died in infancy, and Mary E.,

the baby. Mr. Davis is thoroughly identified with

the business interests of Monroeville. John Sowers,

Sr., died July 23, 1820, aged sixty-three years. Mrs.

Sowers died- May 21, 1848, aged ninety-three years.

JuHub C. Hubbell, of Charlotte, Vermont, mar-

ried Sally Barker, and came to Ridgefield, October

13, 1815, locating on lot number seventeen in the

second section. When he moved into Ridgcville

from Elyria, he came tweuty miles without seeing a

house. He was at the first election in the township,

but was not old enough to vote. There were no mills

in the country at that time, and corn, hulled, grated,

or pounded, was a common article of diet. He hail a

family of nine children.

Daniel Page was a native of New Fairfield, Con-

necticut, and his wife. Rek-cca Moore, of Powuell,

Vermont. They were married March 19, 17!'",. Mr.

Page read medicine in early life, but finally became

a surveyor. In 1811 he came to Ohio, locating iu

Dover, Cuyahoga county, where he opened a hotel.

Iu 1815 Mr. Page bought the farm of Reubeu Pixlev,

in the second section of Ridgefield township, and

moved his family thereto in October of that year. He
died on this farm in July. 1829. His wife died July

18. 1831. There were two sons and four daughters

(
in the family who lived to maturity. They were as

follows: Amanda, who married Henry Dillingham,

and removed to Indiana. Lexey had two husbands.

Hannah D. was captured by the Indians, and after

enduring mauy hardships, returned to her parents.

She married Ezra Herrick, and died iu Oakland

county, Michigan, leaving seven children. Sophia

was twice married, the last time to Amos Fell, of

Norwalk. Daniel, who married Louisa Smith, of

Oxford; died in Illinois. William, who married

Mary Prindle of Oxford, and moved to Calhoun

county, Michigan.

Joseph F. Read came to Duron county in 1813.

He settled on lot number sixteen in the secoud section

of Ridgefield township, in September, 1814. He
afterward moved to lot number seven iu the third sec-

tion, and occupied a small log cabin, minus floor,

chimney and windows. In this he soon commenced

keeping a tavern. He subsequently removed to Cass

county. Michigan, where he died. He had one son

and one daughter. She married Allen Beverstock,

and died in Richland county.

A family named Sweatland first settled on lot fifteen

in the secoud section. One daughter and the mother

died in July, 1815, and the father in October of the

same year. These are believed to have been the first

deaths iu the township. They were buried on lot

fifteen in section one.

Major David Underhill, formerly from Vermont,

came from Herkimer county, New York, to Huron
county, iu 1809-10, and purchased thirty-six hund-

red acres of land in section one, Ridgefield township.

I The deed for this land was made in September, 1811.

! In 1812, he built a small log cabin on the bank of the

river, but, on account of the war, he abandoned it.

In 1815. he returned, and built a resectable log house

I near the site of the first cabin, and the following

spring, moved his family on to his possessions, and re-

|

mained there until his death which occurred October

5, 1841. Mrs. Underhill died December 1, 1850.

Major Underhill was prominent iu the affairs of the

township and county. In the spring of 1816, he

assisted iu opening the road to Monroeville, and he

was instrumental in procuring the location of the

county seat at Norwalk. The family are as follows:

i Harriet, who married Nathan Strong, and is now liv-

ing on the old homestead; Marian, who married Dr.

Junia A. Jennings, and is deceuscd; Aureiia, who

married A. W. Hulet, and is dead; Isaac, who married

Amanda Patterson (had one child, this died as did the

w ife; he thon married Lydia Gregory by whom he has

,
four children). He resides in the old farm house.
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David, who married Caroline Wilbur, also liven on the

old farm, and Sarah Louisa, who married A. B.

Bcverstock, is deceased.

Thomas Dickey was horn in Hillsboro, New Hamp-
shire, December 15, 1790, and was one of a family of

thirteen. When nineteen yearR of age, he was en-

gaped to General Benjamin Pierce, and while with

him, entered the army, and served during the entire

war. During the siege of Fort Erie he was wounded

in the foot. After his discharge from the service he

returned to New Hampshire, September 15. 1815; he

started on horseback for Ohio, and in due time

reached Monroeville, where he stopped, near the late

residence of William R. Jackson, until April, 1819,

when he married Elizabeth Myers, and removed to

Seneca county. After a couple of removals he re-

turned to Ridgefield township. This was in October.

1825. He located in the second section, and remained

in the township until his death, which occurred on

the tenth of January, 1879. Mrs. Dickey died in

1854. The children of this couple were five—three

boys and two girls; but two of the children are now
living.

Charles Hubbell, of Charlotte, CJjtteiiden county,

Vermont, arrived in Ridgefield,, Jnly 23, 1817. He
located on lot number sixteen, in the second section.

The children numbered four; one son and three

daughters. The oldest daughter. Cecelia, married

Forrest Messenger, and died in Monroeville July 3<>,

1840, of cholera. The second daughter married Jona-

than Green, of Peru township. The third daughter

married El>enezer Welch, of Lyme township.

(Jeorge H. Clock was born in 1765, and emigrated

to Ridgefield in the spring of 1817, from the State of

New York. He settled on lot number six, in the

third section. His wife was Margaret Overhiser. by

whom he had thirteen children: Daniel, David, Tim-

othy, Elijah. Archibald, Samuel, Andrew, James,

Sally. Parmelia, Sophronia, Lovina and Julia Ann.

The only one of these children now residing in

Ridgefield township is Samuel, who married Maria

Vroman. One son of this marriage was killed in the

army; another. Andrew, is married and lives in Mon
roeville village; a daughter is married and resides in

St. I-oiiis. Missouri. Descendants uf Timothy also

reside in the village: among them are David Clock

and Ml*. James Hamilton.

William Brooks, a native of Onoiidago conntv.

New York, came to Huron county in l*lf. His

family, consisting of a wife and fonr children, re-

mained east. Mr. Brooks came to Monroeville, and

was engaged by the Hurt Brothers in the construction

of the grist and saw mills at that point. In 1822 the

family arrived. They lived for a lime on the farm

now occupied by Mrs. Daniel Clary, and afterwards

in Monroeville village. Mr. Brooks returned cast,

where he died in 1n4'.».

In March. 1839, the family located in Sherman
township, where the widow still resides, at the ad-

vance.! age of ninety- fmir years. The children were:

D ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

Clinton, who married Lydia Haskins, and died in

Michigan; Emeline, who married John Van Buskirk,

and died in Norwalk of cholera in 1834: Temperance,
who has been thrice married, is now the wife of

William Ticknor, and lives on lot number ten, in

section three, Sherman township; and Sylvester 0.,

who married Jerusha Ann Hallis, and died in 1849.

John Bnrdne, a Frenchman, was quite a character

in the early settlement. He built the first log cabin

in Norwalk township for Piatt. Benedict. He lived

for some time in the family of John Somers, Sr. He
finally ret timed to Canada.

Daniel Clary was born in Herkimer county, New
York, in 1799. In 1817 he came to Ridgefield and
purchased one hundred acres of land of Major David

Underbill. This was in lot number nineteen in the

first section. Mr. Clary paid for this land in labor,

and so faithfully did he perform his part of the con-

tract, that, at the expiration of three years, he had

lost but three days' time. He subsequently purchased

the farm on lot number nineteen, in section one;

u|hjii this be built the residence where he died, on

April 29, 1863. On February 23, 1825, he married

Miss Mary Wilcox, by whom he had two sons—Homer
C. and George W., the latter of whom is deceased.

The former resides on the old farm. The widow of

Daniel Clary still occupies the home mansion.

James Breckenridge, from CHjttendcn county, Ver-

mont, married Lovina J. Read November 20, 1811.

In the winter of 1817, he came by team to Ohio, and,

after encountering many dangers, reached Joseph

Head's, in Ridgefield township, on March 7th. The
following summer he purchased two bits in Venice

and erected thereon a house, returning in the fall to

Vermont for his family. In June, 1818, he began

the journey, and in July re iched the "promised land."

On arrival he fouud that he could not get a title to

his land, and that the people who were there, and not

already dead, were in a fair way of dying— for all

were sick. He then purchased two lots in Monroe-

ville, where Eekhart's hotel now stands; built a house

and opened a hotel, the first, of importance, at least,

in the village. The children of this couple numbered

nine, two of whom died in Vermont. George \V., who
became eminent as a minister in the Methodist Epis-

copal Church: Ann F.,Oilcs C, Jane E.. Alniirn N.,

Jenunette, and Frank A. who was a soldier in the

union army during the reliellion. He was captured

at Milroy's defeat. Winchester. Virginia, and was for

many months an involuntary guest at the hotel de

Libby, Richmond Virginia.

Dcodatus Hnbliell emigrated Loin Lane-borough,

Berkshire county, Massachusetts, to Ridgefield in the

spring of 1*18. |£,. purchased lot number eighteen,

in the second section. In 1819, he married Cell*

Littlefield. The season of 1820 was noted for the

prevalence of ague, billions fever and sore eyes. Mr.

Hubbell became afflicted with the latter trouble and

became totally blind. He returned to Massachusetts,

where he regained his health and eye-sight. In 1828
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ho retained to his home ill Ridgefield, where he died,

August 19, 1862. Mrs. Hubhell died November 5,

1877. The children of this couple numbered four

—

one died in infancy— Eliza Ann, who married F. H.

Drake, of Monroeville, Rosamond M., who married E.

Read, and Celia M., who became the wife <»f James

0. Hardy, and now resides in Covington, Indiana.

Mr. Hnbbell became an early member of the Baptist

Church, and always remained a prominent member
and one of its principal supporters. The bell of this

church, which cost three hundred dollars, was one of

his many donations.

Hial Hunt emigrated from Vermont, and in 1810'

located in Margaretta township, Erie county, and, in

connection with a brother, erected a mill on Cold

creek, but, being unable to obtain a title to the land,

gave it up, and he came to Ridgetield in the spring of

1818. He purchased, finally, the lot upon which

stands the brick building occupied by R. G Martin's

hardware, and A. L. Lane's drugstore. In 1820 he
'

removed from the county. Returning about 1824,

he settled in the first section of Lyme township. He
has had five sons and one daughter. His first wife

died in 1835, and he married a widow ladv, named
Phillips.

Reuben Bloomer, from Vermont, arrived in Ridge-

field township on October 27, 1817. He located afew
rods east of the present residence of Sidney Brown,

where he lived a few years, and removed to Sherman
township, where he settled, permanently, on what is

now known as the " Bloomer farm." Here he died,

June 20, 1830. His wife died July 24, 1826. The
|

children were : Susan, Coles A., Albert, Emma J.,

Charles B., George and John IT. Four are living

—

three in Ridgefield township.

Charles Parker, of Rhode Island, married, on Feb-

ruary 4, 1798, Lucina Lamberton, from the State of

New York, and in about 1800 emigrated to Ohio. He
located at, or near, the present village of Painesville,

in Lake county, and was among the early merchants

of that village. He remained there until 1811, in

May of which year, he removed to Milan, (then called

Avery.) and settled on Huron river, about one and

a half miles southwest of the present village of

Milan.

Here the historic block house was erected, to

protect the settlers from the incursions of savages,

rendered more ferocious by the offer of British gold

for scalps. After the infamous and cowardly surren-

der of the traitor, Hull, at Detroit, the families in

the block house fled southward for safety. The
family of Charles Parker were : Ira, who was born

before the parents came to Ohio ; he was a soldier in

the war of 1812, and died in the army. Anna and

Hiram were born at Painesville. Anna married

Thomas J. Prentiss, on September 27. 1819, and came
j

at once to live in Ridgefield, locating on the farm now
owned by H. P. Stent z. Here two children were born,

)

Charles P., who married Emma Lurkins, and resides

in Monroeville, and Jane, who married Bailey
i

Wheeler, and is now deceased. Hiram married Mrs.

Mary A. Russell, and died in Michigan, in 1876, at

Milan. Two children were born : Lucina who mar-

ried Samuel Knight, and lives in Illinois, and

Catharine, who married Hiram Brooks, anil is living

in tho south. Mr. Parker died October 12, 1815. He
had three wires.

Perry Easton came from Ontaria county, New York,

and located in Ridgetield. June 9, 1818. The journey

was performed by team to Buffalo, and from thence

to Sandusky by boat. Settling on lot number sis, he

remained until 1821, when he removed to Bronson

township, and finally to Pern, where he permanently

located. He died May 9, 1858. Mrs. Easton died

December 29, 1872. The childreu were three :

James D. and John C, (twins,) and a daughter,

Cordelia. James D. married Jane Barker, and lives

in Monroeville; John C. married Anna Estes, and
lives in Paris, Texas.

James Hamilton and family moved from Granville,

Washington county, New York, to Lyme township,

this county, in the spring of 1819. Here he located

and remained until the spring of 1826, when he re-

moved to Monroeville. Mrs. Hamilton died in Lyme
in August, 1821. Mr. Hamilton died in Milan in

June, 1855.

The family consisted of niue children: Chester, who
died in Milan; Henry, who died in Buffalo, New
York; Margaret, who married N. M. Standard, of

Milan, died from injuries received by being thrown

from the high bank near the residence of the late

David Clock, by a frightened horse; Daniel, who died

in Milan: John, who now lives in Anamosy, Iowa;

James, Jr., who was bora in Granville, New York,

August 8, 1806, married Emily J. Brown. (She died

May 3<>, 1851, leaving the following children: James
H., Frank B., Francis .1., Emily, Margaret and

Sarah; Emily is deceased.) Mr. Hamilton married

Berthulia Clock, November 4. 1852, by whom two

children were born: Clay and Marrion L. ne is at

present postmaster at Monroeville. Findlcy F., the

next child of James Hamilton, Sr., is deceased, as

are Thomas and William Edgar, which comprise the

family.

Forrest Messenger came from Granville, Licking

county, Ohio, to Milan, Huron county, in August,

1822. He remained there until 1825. when he came
to Ridgefield township and purchased land in what is

now Monroeville village. Upon this he still resides.

In the fall of 1828 he married Miss Cecelia Hubhell,

by whom five children were born. Of these, three are

still living. Mrs. Messenger died of cholera in July,

1849. In the spring of 1850, he married Hannah
Patterson, by whom he has had one child, now de-

ceased. Mr. Messenger was the "village blacksmith"

thirty-four years, and, during stageing times, he did

an extensive business. He has, undoubtedly, shod

more horses than any man in Huron county. During

the war of 1812. although too young for a soldier, yet

he accompanied the army as a lifer.
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John Brown, of New Hampshire, came to Ohio in

the summer of 1823, and located in the village of

Monroeville. where he lived the remainder of his life.

The children were: Albert, Justus. Jeremiah, Sally,

Melissa, Esther and John: five arc still living. Al-

bert is the only one residiug, at present, in the town-

ship. He married Emma J. Bloomer; they have

seven children.

John Fish came from Licking county, Ohio, to

Peru, in about 1822. In 1825 he settled on lot num-

ber seven in Ridgetield township, and this farm is

still owned by his heirs. His tirst wife was Jane Gam-
ble, by whom the following children wore bom: Au-

rora B., Sidney D., Gordon W.. Edwin, Mary J., and

Sarah A. Mrs. Fish died June G, 1832, and he mar-

ried Lydia Van Coy. who is still living. The children

by this marriage are: Piatt C, James G., John W.,

Celia, Judson I>., and Ida, all living. Mr. Fish died

September 13, 1866.

Daniel Sherman, in February, 1825, purchased the

farm formerly owned by Sanders Littlcfield. This is

now occupied by S. D. Fish. (For further of Mr.

Sherman's history, see Sherman township.)

P. J. Robertson, from Washington county. New
York, located in Ridgetield township, on lot one, sec-

tion four, where he still resides. In 1834 he married

Mrs. Anna Prentiss. One child was bora to them,

(George) who died at the age of seventeen years.

C. S. Brown, from Madison county. New Y'ork,

settled in Ridgefield, on lot eight, in 183T, where he

now lives. Helms two children: Lloyd, who married

Rose Mahon, and lives at home, and Retta, who mar-

ried William H. Bishop, a son of Augustus W. Bishop,

who settled in Ridgetield in 1835.

Isaac Smith, from Tompkins county, New York,

settled in Fitch ville in 1833. In October, 1836, he

married Cornelia Barnhart, and in February, 1838,

came to Monroeville. and soon after engaged in mer-

chandising, and has prosecuted this vocation continu-

ously, with the exception of two years, until the pres-

ent period. His wife died in 185", and in 1854 he

married Elizabeth Piatt, with whom he now lives.

He is the oldest merchant in the village. The chil-

dren are as follows: Byron A., Ellen L., Hattie C,
Cynthia J., Ralph P.. Ed. S., and Abbie N. The

last three are by the second wife. Elvira M. and

Frank J. are dead.

Among the early settlers we find the names of Al-

len Lindsley, Lysander Halladay, David Webb, B. B.

Jackson, Ezra Leonard. Asel Morse. Elihu Potter.

Henry Tice, who was quite prominent in the village.

Le vi Cole, who settled in Ridgetield very early, had a

family of eight sons, some of whom yet reside in the

county. The Burt brothers who built the grist ami

saw mills in the village, were very early settlers.

They came from Derby, Vermont.

John (ireen came from Auburn. New York, to

Huron county (locating in Greenfield township) in

October. 1818. In 1S22 he removed to Lyme town-

ship, where he died. October. 1*26. James, his son.

was then fourteen years of age. He drifted with the

' tide, until 1833. when he came to Monroeville. He
married Catharine Palmer, of Ashtabula, Ohio, in

1834. They have four children—a son and three

daughters. Mr. Green was, for a number of years,

engaged in merchandising. He has been a justice of

the peace for twenty-one years, and infirmary director

for several years.

J. R. Hall, a native of Kirkwood, Belmont county,

Ohio, came to Ridgetield in the fall of 1836. He
married Mrs. Jane Prout, and, erecting buildings in

Monroeville village, engaged in merchandising. He
was entirely burned out in the tire of 1855. He then

purchased the property on the south side of the river,

where he yet resides. Of the family of five children,

three (Russell, Jane and Aldura) are deceased.

Jeannette and Marion are at home. The latter

married William W. Beaidsley, who is deceased.

James Mason, of Atlantic county. New Jersey,

located in Ridgetield township in 1831, where he still

resides. He married Abigail Hess. The children

are: Elias, Melissa, Francis H.. Mary E. and James,

who are all living.

FIBST EVEXTft.

The tirst white child born in the township of

Ridgetield. was a son to Seth and Sarah Brown, born

August 29. 1815. He is now the Rev. George W.
Brown, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and is

located in Illinois. He was a missionary among the

Indians in the Lake Superior region before the open*

iug of the copper mines.

The first deaths were, without doubt, the Sweatland

family liefore mentioned, which occurred in July and

October. 1815.

The tirst burial iu the Monroeville cemetery was

Preoxcintha, wife of Isaac- Clary. She died on the

21st of September, 1818.

The pioneer wedding in the township was Thomas

Dickey to Miss KlizaMh Myers. It transpired in

April. 1810. This couple died in Ridgetield, the

wife in 1854, and the husband. January 10, 18?!».

The first frame hou*e in Monroeville was built by

John Sowers, in about 182*>. It stood just back of

the site now occupied by the Davis block. This

building now stands near the Baptist Churc h, and is

occupied by Mrs. Ed. Wright.

The first bric k building was built by George Hol-

I

lister, in alrout 183<>. This is now the residence of

John S. Davis.

Schuvler Van Rensselaer was the first postmaster iu

Ridgetield township, and we learn that the office was

located in a building standing on the site of the

present Exchange block, (corner Main street and

Milan avenue. ) This building was erec ted by Van

Rensselaer, and in it be -old good*, among the first in

the township James Hamilton is present postmaster,

appointed December 19, \*~A.

The tirst goods were sold by a man named

Drnmmond. who lined up a comer of Burt's saw
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mill for u store. This was immediately after the mill

was completed.

John Sowers planted an orchard on the farm where

Thomas Cone now lives, in 181 T. This is helieved

to have been the pioneer orchard in the township.

Beth Brown and John Sowers each sowed a piece of

wheat, as soon as practicable, after settlement.

The first 4th of Jul}' celebration was held at George

Pearee's, near the William II. Jackson residence.

For dinner, they had baked meats, beans, ami sorrel

pie, and it is highly probable that whisky added its

exhilirating effect to the festivities. A dance was

held in the evening. The following 4th of July a

celebration was held on Independence Island,"

then extending from a little above the present bridge

at Monroeville some twenty rods below and some five

or six rods in width, and covered with trees. This

island has now entirely disappeared.

We have before stated that the first hotel stood on

the site now occupied by the Eckhart Hotel, owned

by Emerson Brothers. This pioneer hotel was a

wood structure. In about 1834 it was burned, and

soon afterwards the present brick hotel was erected.

This was undoubtedly built by Harry Griffin, and

christened the Railroad House. Griffin, who mar-

ried Harriet Slurges, was its host, some three years,

and is said to have kept the best hotel between Cleve-

land and Detroit. Uriah M. Eckhart is the present

host.

The Exchange Hotel was built by James Tice, who

sold it to Stephen Cripi>en. It was operated some

years for a hotel. Isaac Smith is the present owner.

ORGANIZATION.

Ridgefield township was organized the first Monday
in December 1815, and comprised the territory now

included in the townships of Ridgefield, Sherman,

Lyme, and the south half of Oxford. The first

election was held in the spring of 1816 at the house

of Joseph F. Read, on lot sixteen in section two. No
record of this election can be found. Enos Rose, in

his '"sketch of Ridgefield township,'' says: "From
the recollection of those who were at this election,

David Page, Levi Sntton, and David Underhill were

the first trustees; Joseph F. Read, township- clerk,

and Sanders Littlefield, justice of the jieace. The
names of electors were as follows: Joseph F. Read,

Daniel Sherman, Sanders Littlefield, George Pearce,

Seth Brown, Daniel Page. John Sowers, Sr., John

Sowers, Jr., Moses Sowers, David Underhill, John

Hahn, Thomas Webb, Adam Wires, George Wires,

Thomas Dickey, Richard Henry, George and John

Burt, and two others named Drake and Strong.

On March 4, 1816, the second and third sections

of Lyme were set off to Wheatland. March i, L81S,

Oxford was attached to Bloomingville. February 6,

182<>, one mile square on the southwest corner of Ox-

ford was attached to Lyme, and the next square mile

east attached to Ridgefield, and on March 6th. of the

, same year, the Lyme portion was set back to Ridge-

field. Lyme and Sherman were detached from Ridge-

field in 1810. Lyme, and about one mile of Groton

now Erie county, making an election district, and

Sherman and Norwich were organized as a township

,

the same year. Ridgefield is described as township

number four, range twenty-three.

The township officers for the year 1878 are: Alex-

ander Mushett, John G. Myers, and Samuel La-

moretix, trustees: Isaac Smith, clerk; II. P. Stentz,

treasurer: Fred W. Aves, assessor; Henry Kingsley

and Fred W. Aves, constables; and J. P. Corned and

James Green, justices of the peace.

M ONROEVILLE VILLAGE.

On September 2!>, 1817, the north part of lot

number four, in the fourth section, owned bv John
Sowers, Sr., and the south part of lot number five,

in the same section, of which Seth Brown was owner,

was laid out as a village. It was named Monroe, and

continued to be called by that name until the estab-

lishment of a post office, when, to avoid repetition,

the name was changed to Monroeville. On May 34,

1830, an addition was made to the village, by the

heirs of Seth Brown, and consisted of one hundred

and forty-one lots.

March 6, 1868, a petition waB presented to the com-

missioners of Huron county, asking that the village

of Monroeville be incorporated. The prayer of the

petitioners was granted, and an election ordered.

The following gentlemen were elected: James Green,

mayor; W. J. Lewis, recorder; Roman Zipfcl, treas-

urer; Win. R. Jackson, S. B. Martin, C. P. Prentiss,

J. Hamilton and R. Zipfel, trustees. The successors

to the office of mayor, recorder and treasurer, are m
follows: 1870, John Sowers, mayor; H. M. Roby

was elected recorder, but declined to serve, and II. P.

Stentz was appointed to fill vacancy. 1871, B. A.

Smith, clerk. 1873, S. Robbins, mayor; D. Packard,

treasurer. 1873, A. S. Skilton, clerk. 1874, R. Zipfel,

treusurer. 1876, R. Zipfel, mayor; A. Hipp, treas-

urer. 1877, John Butler, clerk. 1878, Roman Zipfel,

mayor; A. E. Scholey. clerk; A. Hipp, treasurer; W.
M. Fanning. James T. Camp, J. Tillotson, Joshua

Parker, C. P. Hankamer and F. G. Murphy, council-

men; Henry Kingsley, marshal; J. Henninger, street

commissioner.

FIRE.S.

Were it possible to purify by fire, then, indeed,

would Monroeville be purity itself. In the early

morning of March 4, 1855, occurred the first fire of

importance, in Monroeville village. At this time

the space on the west side of Main street, from
Monroe street south to near where now stands

the blacksmith shop, was filled by a row of wooden
buildings. The buildii.g farthest south was oc-

cupied by J. R. Hall's grocery. The fire originated

j

[rom a Ini\ of ashes standing in the rear of the bnild-
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ingncxt north. There was no provision fur lire, and

a strong wind from the southwest drove the de-

vouring element rapidly northward, and, although

buckets were brought into requisition, and every one

strove heroically to stay its ravages, yet without avail,

and in perhaps three hours, nothing remained, ex-

cept ashes and smouldering ruins, from where the fire

originated, north to Monroe street. The most im-

portant building destroyed was the Hollister ware-

house. The entire loss was estimated at seventy-five

thousand dollars.

In the spring of 18t>7, the second serious fire took

place. It originated in the building, corner Main

street and Milan avenue, and extended south along

the east side of Main street. The fire was subdued

when, about two-thirds of the distance from Milan

avenue to Eckhart's hotel had been burned over.

Three buildings only were left standing, north of the

hotel. The principal sufferers by this tire were: John

Hosfqrd. Philip Meibger, t'rlan & Zipfel and James

Wright. The rebuilding of the burned district was

immediately licgun. The loss, outside of insurance

was six thousand dollars.

In April. 1870, the three buildings north of the

hotel (which were saved in previous fire) were burned.

The losses were Urlan & Zipfel and J. Antemeu, and

the amount, not covered by insurance, aggregated

some two thousand dollars.

On the night of April 1. 1877, occurred the last

grand conflagration. The fire originated in the mil-

linery store of Mrs. I'arsons. standing on the north

side of Monroe street. The wind blew a gale, and

soon the fire fiend reached Main street. About mid-

night the wind shifted to the north and the flames

were carried across Monroe street to Mrs. Aves' mil-

linery store, which was soon destroyed. This was

followed rapidly by the residence and office of I>r.

Lane, the town hall, F. & J. Tyler's market, A.

Hipp & Co. "s grocery. Merrill. Cary it Co.'s stores,

A. L. Lane's drug store. R. G. Martin's hardware

store, J. Carabin's grocery. The halls of the Masonic,

Odd Fellowsand Good Templar Societies werein these

building* and lost everything. Fire companies had

been summoned by telegraph from Norwalk. San-

dusky and Bellevue. and arrived on the scene at the

time the fire hail reached the store adjoining the

Davis block. Bellevue steamer was soon in positiou

and [wured two powerful streams into the burning

pile. The other companies worked with a will, and

by their almost superhuman efforts the (ire was stayed

at this point. The people of Monrocvillc should ever

cherish a feeling of gratitude for the noble assistance

rendered on this occasion.

The aggregate loss was seventy-five thousand dol-

lars. n|xm which there was a partial insurance. The
origin of this fire is unknown, but is thought to have

been incendiary. The majority of the parties burned

out were soon doing busine-s again, and the |>ortioU

of the burned district on Main street wa* soon re-

built.

KIKE DEPARTMENT.

Despite the repeated conflagrations with which
Monroeville had been visited, no effort was made to

organize a fire department until after the disastrous

fire of 1877. Immediately following this, the legis-

lature was petitioned to pass an -'enabling act,"

authorizing the council to issue bonds in any amount
not exceeding eight thousand dollars, the same to be

applied to the purchase of fire engine, etc. This was

done, and on August 10. 1877. a number four steam

fire engine, of the Clapp and Jones pattern, was pur-

chased : also, fifteen hundred feet of hose, and two

hose reels, at a cost of four thousand, seven hundred

dollars. The department was organized, with Henry
M. Roby. chief : A. S. Skilton. engineer : August J.

Antenen. assistant, and William Roonev, fireman.

Hose companies number one and two were formed,

with twenty men each. They are officered as follows:

Number One—Dr. C. M. C. Prentiss, foreman

:

Thomas Clarck, assistant : Thomas Emerson, treas-

urer ; J. Carabin. secretary. Ruby. Number Two

—

A. E. Scholey. foreman : Charley Karcher. assistant;

A. E. Scholey. treasurer : RosOoe lb- Witt, secretary.

A hook and ladder company is in process of formation.

The water supply is inexhaustible.

MONETARY INTERESTS.

In the year 1850, Messrs. Head & Perkins com-

menced to do a private banking business in Monroe-

ville village. After a time they were succeeded by S.

V. Harkness, ami he in turn, in 1800. by the present

proprietors. Messrs. J. S. Davis. C. S. Crim and H.

P. Stenz. who. under the firm name of Davis, Crim

iv Stenz, organized the " Exchange Bank ol Monroe-

ville." These gentlemen are also connected with the

First National Bank of Gabon, and the latter with

the Pint National Bank of Plymouth. The ' Ex-

change'" does a general banking business. To show
its stability, in 1873. when the disastrous panic struck

our country, it had on deposit &180.000. aud its de-

positors were promptly paid on rail. The proprietors

are widely known as gentlemen of strict integrity aud

unquestionable financial ability. Steel portraits of

Messrs. Davis and Stenz appear in this volume.

Isaac Smith and A. W. Prentiss have aba done a

private banking business in Monroeville.

RAILROAD-.

In the year 1S3C a charter was granted for the San-

dusky and Monroeville railroad. Work was com-

menced immediately ami the road completed be-

tween these points in 18:58. The car- were drawn
by horses. In about 1830 or '37. the -ince notorious

Brigham Young worked a lot of men on thi- road.

While excavating for the deep cut the hone* of a

tna-todon were unearthed. The line wan extended to

Mansfield, steam was applied ami the road eventually

extended to Newark, when it was leased to the Balti-

more and Ohio railroad, ami i- now the Lake Erie

Division of that company** line.
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In 1851-2 the Cleveland, Xorvralk and Toledo rail-

road was built. This is now the Southern Division

of the Lake Shore and .Michigan Southern railroad.

The two lines of railroad cross in Monroeville.

CHURCHES

In 1818 a Baptist Church was organized iu Ridge-

tield township, composed of members residing in the

territory now embraced in Huron and Erie couuties.

The meetings of this body were held in different local-

ities until 1835, when, by mutual consent, the church

was permanently located in Norwalk, and the name
changed from " Ridgeheld " to " Norwalk" Baptist

Church. For particulars connected with the early

organization and history of this church, see history

of Norwalk Baptist Church in this volume. This

was the first church organization in the township of

Ridgefield.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN' CHIRCH.

Sundry inhabitants, of the Presbyterian church, of

Lyme and Ridgefield townships, met at the house of

S. Van Rensselaer on the 14th day of November, 1831,

and organized the above named church, agreeably to

the general assembly of the Presbyteriau church of

the United States, approved by the general association

of the State of Connecticut. The following divines

were present : Revs. A. H. Bells, Enoch Conger,

Eveston Judson and E. P. Salmon. The constituent

members of this church were : James Hamilton, Sr.,

Hannah Hamilton, John Seymour, Sarah A. Seymour,

Thomas H. Prentiss, Elmira Barney, Lewis Stone,

Hannah Stone. Micah Skinner, Cata Skinner, Dilatus

TV. Skinner, Jane Catharine Skinner. Nathan Ste-

phens, Eliza Stephens. Mrs. Rebecca Van Rensselaer,

Mary A. Sowers, Mary Holiday. Laura II. Sherman,

Eliza Ann Seymour, Elmira Cook, Nancy Hand, and

Betsy and Melissa Brown. Services were held in the

school house, standing on the site now occupied by

Johu Hosford's residence, until 18+0, April 13th, of

which year, the building committee report the church

as finished, at a cost of about four thousand dollars.

This is the building yet occupied by this society. The
season of 1865. however, the church was rebuilt, and
extensive improvements made, for which some four

thousand dollars were expended.

The parsonage, which is located on Monroe street,

was purchased in the spring of 1864, at a cost of

seventeen hundred dollars. The church officers, on
organization, were : James Hamilton. Sr., Johu
Seymour and Thomas II. Preutiss, elders; Johu
Seymour, clerk.

The charter which was granted in 1838. created the

Presbyterian aud Congregational church and society

of Monroeville. and on April 16, 1838, James Ham-
ilton, Sr.. George Hollister, John M. Latimer. Justus

Brown and George TV. Mannahau, were elected

trustees, and James TV. Humphrey, secretary. 1854,

Allen Lindsley. clerk ; I860, Augustus TV. Prentiss,

clerk. He was succeeded by E. J. Sipiire. and he by

the present clerk, Brainard TV. Salisbury. The official

roster for 1878 is: John S. Davis. George Fish. David

Clary, Albert Brown and Brainard TV. Salisbury,

trustees ; Jonathan Green and Albert Brown, deacons;

E. J. Squire, treasurer ; D. H. Clock, chorister, and

George TV. Paine, organist and superintendent of

Sabbath school, in which there is an average attend-

ance of sixty-five. The church membership at present

(March. 1879.) is sixty.

The records are quite imperfect from which the

following list of pastors is compiled. The first

regular pastor was Rev. E. 1\ Salmon, who remained

until about 1836 ; for the six years following, the

church had no regular pastor, but was supplied by the

followiug : Rev. David Higgins, Parliu. A. H.

Betts and Conger. June 1. 1842. Rev. I. B. Par-

lin was installed pastor by the Huron Presbytery. He
served until March 20, 1847, when he was dismissed,

and Revs. Sperry, Newton. Sawyer and others, acted

as stated supply until July 28. 1858. when Rev. C.

TV. Clapp was installed. He resigned. March 30,

1855, aud the following acted as supply: Rev. Charles

Richards. Walker. Henry Willard. J. E. Weed.

D. E. Wells begau preaching March 1. 1864. He
was installed September 25. 1866. and dismissed m
1868. After him. was Rev. T. J. Lewis and Smith

Barnes. 1870, Rev. J. T. Pollock assumed charge.

He resigned. November 7, 1873, and was followed by

Rev. C. W. Wallace, who remained until April. 1876.

and from this dale until October 1. of the same year.

When the present jmstor. Rev. A. A. Cressman.

assumed charge, the church was without a pastor.

Laura Sherman died December 31, 1*76, aged

eighty-six yean, and Mrs. Mary Sowers died Jauuary

20. 1877. aged seventy-seveu years. These were the

last and only constituent members of this church,

who were residents of Ridgefiela township.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

The following sketch is written from the "recol-

lections" of James Green. Esq., of Monroeville. one

of the constituent members of this church. During

the summer of 1832, a traveling minister. Rev. Shad-

rach Ruark, preached occasionally in the school house,

then standing on the site now occupied by the resi-

dence of John Hosford. Esq., and iu, it is thought,

Octol>er of that year, a class was formed, consisting

of the following persons: Benjamin Murphy, who was

leader. James Green, Mrs. Mary Greeu, Mrs. Nancy
Green, Mrs. Ann Bills. Mrs. Maria Bills and Mrs. Ann
Morrison. Meetings were held iu the school house

above mentioned until about 1841 or '42. when a

small brick church was erected ou Broad street. This

was occupied until about 1861. when it became too

small, and the present commodious church <»n Chapel

street was erected. This cost, with site, fifteen thou-

sand dollars. The former church was sold to the

Catholic society, and is now occupied by them for

school purposes. The average membership since

1*61 lias been one hundred and forty.
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In (terhaps 1834, a Sabbath school was organized in

Monroeville. This was on the union plan, and was

composed of children of every denomination. James

Green was it* superintendent.

The Sabbath school in connection with the .Metho-

dist Episcopal Church was formed in 1842—.lames

Green, superintendent. This school has now (187ft)

hu average attendance of eighty. John Hosford,

superintendent

Among the ministers who have presided over the

destinies of this church, are the following: Rev.

Day, Goshorn, Edward Thompson
(late bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church), II.

O. Sheldon. Thomas Harkdull, DUbro,

Thomas Cooper, George W, Brown, Lee, T.

.1. Pope, Founds, John T. Kellum, James

Kellum, Evans, Milligan,

Painter, John A. Mudge, John R. Jewett,

McKaskey, T. J. Guard, E. Thompson, and the

present pastor, Rev. F. S. Woolfe.

The present church officials are: James Green,

Samuel Carr, George Hearsou, William Powley,

Harry Powley, Frank Mason and Thomas Ackerman,

class leaders: John Hosford, James Green. Dr. C. L.

Kreider, Gardner Young, J. S. Green, Isaac De Witt

and Frank Mason, stewards and trustees.

HAPTIST CHt'fU'H.

The writer desires to express his thanks to Rev. M.

W. Homes for the following history of this church:

"On June »i, 183<>, eighteen members of this denomi-

nation formed themselves into a .onfereuc" under the

following pledge: 'We, the undersigned membera

of Baptist Churches, feeling desirous to sustain the

public worship of God in the village of Monroeville,

and other parts of the town of Ridgefield, do agree

to unite in conference, covenanting, by the help of

God, to meet for his worship at such time and place

as shall to by us appointed: and when not favored

with the preached word, to improve the time in exhor-

tation, singing and prayer, as the word of God
directs.'

"The following are the names of those forming the

conference: David Webb. Roswell Phelps. Samuel

Chapman, Diodatus Hubbell. Oliver Webb. David S.

Webb. Martin L. Kugirles, Henry Dillingham. Lydia

Webb, Louisa S. Webb, Mianiee Phelps. Amanda
Dillingham, Sallie Chapman. Celia Hubbell. Louisa

Lake, Elisabeth Webb. Eliza Giasler and Fidelia

Ruggles.

••The conference held their rir-i meeting June lb.

l83»J; Elder A. Morse, moderator, and Roswell Phelps,

clerk. At this meeting arrangement!- were made for

regular religious services, including the monthly

Covenant meeting. On August 27. Is.SH, the organi-

zation of the conference as a church ««« fulh com-

pleted, by the adoption of article of faith and church

covenant and the approval of ministering brethren

and the churches ol which those composing the con-

ference had toen member-. The articles ,,f faith

were those known as the "Philadelphia articles.* In

1850, the church adopted what are known as the "New
Hampshire articles.' at which time the name of the

church was changed to Monroeville Baptist Church.

At the same meeting they appointed delegates to apply

for admission into the Huron Baptist association,

and were received at the session of that body at Nor-

walk, the same year.

"The tlrst addition to the church, by baptism,

occurred April 2, 183?, when three were baptized.

One of these, the wife of deacon F. H. Drake, and

daughter of Diodatus Hubbell, is still living (April,

187'J).

"April 15. 1857, six more were baptized, among
whom were David Clock and wife. Mrs. Clock at

this writing is still living.

"The church employed Elder A. Morse as supply

until they could seenre the service of a regular pastor.

The Rev. S. B. Webster was engaged in the spring of

1837. The following have served the church to the

present time: William White, Benjamin Thomas, A.

Brown, Jeremiah Hall, C. J. Biroles, E. B. Turner,

E. Eaton. Watson Clark, D. W. Morgan, D. Morse,

L. Bailey, J. L. King, J. Hawker, D. Downie, M.

E. Lyon, and the present incumbent, Rev. M. W.

Homes.

"The church and society were incorporated March

5, 1838, with Diodatus Hubbell, Edward Baker and

David Clock as trustees. The first meeting as a

church and society was held April 14. 1838, when a

constitution was adopted and the following officers

elected: Willard Knight, president; Diodatus Hub-

bell, Samuel Clock and George W. Allen, trustees;

and Edward Baker, clerk. At the same meeting,

Willard Knight. Gcorire Hollister, Elisha Lake and

Benjamin F. Morse were appointed a committee to su-

perintend the building of a house of worship. The
house was completed and dedicated January 8, 1839,

Elder S. Wadsworth preaching the sermon. The
cost of the building is not given; it has since been

repaired, once in 1844, cost not given: again in 18«8

-«»'.». at an expense of two thousand dollars.

"A Sunday school was organized in the spring 183'.»,

and reported to the association forty scholars. Its

present siijierintendent M William Roth. Under the

lalMirs of Rev. S. B. Webster, the membership was

largely increased. During the entire history of the

church there have been received into its fellowship six

hundred and twenty-nine. Of this number, four

hundred and nineteen were received by baptism.

The present pastor began Ins labors January 1. 1877,

since when fifty-two have been added to the church.

The following gentleman have served the church as

deacons: David Webb, Diodatus Hubbell, Edward

Thomas, F. H. Drake and William Skaden. the last

two -till acting a- such: clerks, R. Phelps. Benjamin

Vrooman, J. QnnU, V. 1>. Hall. F. II. Drake, ami

the present incumbent. G. Stimson. There is a

commodious parsonage."
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ORRIN W. HEAD.

Orrin W. Head was born at Paris, Oneida Co.,

N. Y., on tin- 18th of May, 1808. His parents were

Jonathan and Ilepzibah (Liverniore) Head, both

liorn in New England, the former in Rhode Island,

the latter in New Hampshire. His father, with two

brothers, left Rhode Island in early life to settle in

New York. They came up the Mohawk, bringing

their silver money in a tin-pail, and landed at Utica

when there was but one tavern in that now populous

and beautiful city, and nearly the whole of Oneida

County was unsettled. The tavern above mentioned

occupied the identical site of Bagg's Hotel, well

known to travelers on the New York Central Rail-

road.

Mr. Head had eight brothers and two sisters, of

whom six brothers and one sister are still living, the

latter in Oakland, Cal.

In 18."56 he was married to Julia Crane, in Mar-

shall, Oneida Co., where her parents had resided for

many years. Four children were the fruits of this

marriage, their names and dates of birth being as

follows: Thaddeus \Y\, burn December, 18:57; Irvin

T., Ixtrn Decemlter, 18.">9; Lucy M., Iwrn January,

1841
;
(Jeorgc, born S-ptembcr, 1*46.

Mr. Head came to Ridgelield township in April,

1842, purchasing what was then known as the

Sowers farm, consisting of one hundred and eighty

acres. He has lived on the same land ever since,

but has at various times bought and sold contiguous

lands, so that his farm now comprises two hundred

and fifty acres.

It is au achievement well worth recording, that he

has taken, almost literally with lik own hdtuht, the

native forest (yielding, the most of it, one hundred

cords to the acre) from more than three? hundred acres

of land, hardly a log-heap having been burned on

all that extent of ground of which he did not

superintend and assist the construction, handspike in

hand. And yet a hale old age testifies that the work

did not overtax his vigorous constitution.

Mr. Head claims to have more miles of yew*/ fence

on his farm than any other farmer in Huron County,

and no one can ride |>ast his well-kept and well-cul-

tivated grounds without thinking that his claim is

valid.

lu 1857 he built, in company with Mr. E. R. Per-

kins, what is known as the "Davis Block," in

Monroeville, and established there the Perkins tV.

Head Exchange Hank, which continued in suc-

cessful operation five years.

Mr. Head never held or sought any public office,

but he has l»een the "standing landsman" for town-

ship and county functionaries of every grade for the

past twenty years.
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EPISCOPAL CHl'RCH.

This churc h was first denominated "Unity," but

this was subsequently changed to "Zion."—the name

it now bears. Its history begins with the year 1843.

The summer of that year Rev. Alvah Onion, rector

of St. Paul's Church, Norwalk. began, and for one

year subsequent, held service every Sunday after-

noon in the Presbyterian Church. There were then

but three Episcopal families residing in Monroeville.

At the end of the year, from various reasons, services

were discontinued, and eleven years intervened ere

regular services were again established. During this

interval occasional services were held by rectors of the

surrounding parishes.

In 1854, Rev. G. S. Davis, of Medina, accepted a

call. He took up his residence in Monroeville,

preaching here on each Sabbath afternoon, and in

Lyme township, during the forenoon. The parish

was organized, and measures were taken to raise funds

sufficient to build a church edifice. This was nearly

consummated, when deaths and removals caused a

postponement. During the stay of Rev. Mr. Davis,

the congregation met in the Presbyterian, Methodist

and Baptist churches, and in public halls, and it was

during his rectorship that the rite of confirmation

was, for the first time, administered in Monroeville.

After two and one-half years Mr. Davis resigned

charge of the parish, the communicants at that time

numbering ten.

The summer of 1857, Rev. J. P. Curran, rector of

St. Lnke's Church, Milan, assumed charge of the

parish, holding service in Perkins' hall on Sunday

afternoon. A Sunday school was now organized, with

fi\e teachers and twenty-five children. The question

of building a church was again agitated, and work

was about to begin, when Mr. Curran resigned the

rectorship.

July 8, 1800, Rev. Samuel Marks assumed charge

of the parish. September 2.5th, the corner stone of

the church was laid, and on the 8th of December,

1801, it was completed and opened for divine ser-

vice. The cost was three thousand five hundred

dollars. The holy communion was first administered

within its walls on Christmas day. The consecration

of the church was consummated on February 2, 1804,

by the Rt. Rev. C. P. Mcllvane, bishop of the

Diocese of Ohio. Nine clegymen were present. The
Rev. Mr. Phelps, of Fremont, preached the sermon,

from 1 Kings viii. 27. Rev. Mr. Marks, by reason

of failing health, resigned the pastorate in the spring

of 1804.

The following summer the pulpit was supplied In-

different clergymen, and in the autumn Rev. A. K.

Bishop assumed temporary charge. He remained

until July, 1805, when the Rev. William R. Powell

entered upon the duties of the rectorship; he remained

until February, 1807, when he resigned. Rev. Henry

L. Badger snccceded him. and he remained until the

spring of 1869. Rev. W. II. Dean then assumed

I charge. He remained until August, 1870, and was

I
succeeded by Rev. D. C. Howard, who resigned Sep-

i tember 1, 1872. The parish now remained for more

than one year with only occasional supply.

On December 2, 1873, Rev. J. Karcher, present

rector, assumed charge. The membership at present

(1878) numbers fifty-six. The Sabbath school has an

average attendance of forty. Albert C. Williams is

superintendent. Following are the church officers:

on March 27. 1850, Edwin Prentiss. Charles Karl,

Alva Adsit. James T. Camp, ('. C. Williams, Thomas

M. Cook, Lewis Zahm. Daniel F. Williams and Isaac

Smith were elected vestrymen, and William R. Jack-

son, clerk. At the Easter election, 1800, Philip

Ward was elected senior warden, II. L. Wilson, junior

warden, aud Isaac Smith, Jonathan Prentiss, John

S. Roby, J. T. Camp, Albert Williams and R. O.

Martin, vestrymen. In 1808, wardens and a number

of vestrymen re-elected; new vestrymen. Dr. O. Pren-

tiss and Henry M. Roby. 1871, Jonathan Prentiss and

Albert Williams, wardens: John S. Roby, William R.

Jackson, Charles William Radcliffe. Dr. O. Prentiss

and E. Wright, vestrymen; at the same time Dr. 0.

Prentiss. Jonathau Prentiss and Albert Williams were

elected delegates to convention at Toledo. 1872,

wardens re-elected: new vestrymen were H. S. Wilson

and R. G. Martin. 1874, Jonathan Prentiss and Dr.

0. Prentiss, wardens; II. M. Roby, H. J. Coit, C. H.

Williams. W. R. Jackson, W. W. Radcliffe and J. T.

Camp, vestrymen. 1875, Edmond Wright, warden;

Dr. 0. Prentiss, vestryman. At this election the

number of vestrymen was increased to seven to avoid

the danger of a tit vote. 1870, A. C. Williams, se-

nior warden, William Prentiss and A. S. Skilton, ves-

trymen. 1877, officers re-elected entire, except J. H.

Sargent, vestryman. 1878, A. C. Williams and A. S.

Skilton, wardens; Dr. O. Prentiss, H. M. Roby, Goo.

Williams, Charles Sargent, C. H. Williams, M. O.

Merrill and J. T. Camp, vestrymen. The parsonage

was built during the summer of 1800, at a cost

of two thonsand dollars. Henry M. Roby was the

superintendent of construction.

I/ON <> It EO ATI OXA L CHl'RCH.

This church, which is located at Four Corners,

was organized by B©v?Jeremiah Butler on the 11th

of February. 1840. Following are the constituent

members: Chauncey Cook anil Dorcas, his wife. Mrs.

Theoda Cook. Elias Kiugsley and Polly, his wife;

Brainard Willnrd. Miss Mary Ann Willard. John

Hoyt and Lydiu, his wife: Mis* Amelia K. Hoyt, Mrs.

: Laura E. Weed. Mrs. Eunice Cook and Moses Fisher,

who joined by letter; Elisha Cook, V. M. Horton,

Samuel M. Cook, Thomas Smith, 0. B. Cook, and

Miss Cornelia Kingslcy. joined by profession. Meet-

ings were held in the stone school house until 1853,

when the present meeting house was erected. This

is u substantial wood building with spire, and cost

with grounds *1.785. A Sabbath school was organ-

ized several years prior to the formation of the
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church, and has continued until the present. There

is now an average attendance of seventy children.

H. C. Reed is its able superintendent. Following

are the ministers who have presided over this church

for a period of one year or more: Rev. J. E. Allen,

who assumed charge in April following the organiza-

tion. He remained five years, and was succeeded by

Rev. C. C Baldwin. After him were Rev. C. Bur-

gess. M. H. Smith, — Corner, E. N. Bartlett. Quin-

cy M. Bosworth, John Hallway. .J. H. Payne, C. W.

Wallace. A. I). Knapp. and F. S. Wolfe, who is the

present incumbent. The present membership is

eighty-four. The whole number who have united

with the church since its formation is one hundred

and seventy. The following are the names of per-

sons who have served the church as deacons: Chaun-

cey Cook. Cornelius Powers, M. W. Needham, and

W. S. Barnes, aud W. K. Radcliffe. the present in-

cumbent. The clerk of the church is Mr. C. B.

Cook, to whom the writer is indebted for the data

of this sketch.

evangelical PKoTEstant church.

The organization of this church occurred on Feb-

ruary 10, 1861, and was consummated through the

efforts of Jacob Setzler. Sr., an.! Philip VVeihl. Fol-

lowing are the original members: John. Jacob and

Philip Weihl and wives. Jacob Setzler and wife. Jacob

Setzler. Jr., and wife, Henry, Casper and Jacob

Haas and wives, Philip Knoll aud wife. Ludewick

Kanbach and wife, Jacob and Philip Erf and wives,

Jacob Seel and wife, Philip Horn and wife, Chris and

William Heimann and wives, William Hankamerand
wife, Jacob Weisenheimer and wife, Carl Bender and

wife, William Miller and wife, William Miller, Jr.,

and wife. Jacob (iehring and wife, George Meyer, wife

and father, George Linder and wife. John Bahr and

wife and William Stotz and wife. Meetings were

held in the old Methodist Episcopal Church and in

public halls until IS04. when the present church was

completed. The post of thl- structure was two thou-

sand three hundred dollars. The ministers who have

presided over the chnreh are as follows : Rev. F. E.

Ludevic. Wilhelm Hessal. Frederick Hamberly. Wil-

liam Kling, Frederick Benedict and William Renter,

the present pastor, who assumed charge some three

years since. The officers on organization were: Philip

Weihl. president: John Bahr, secretary; Jacob Set-

zler. Jr.. treasurer: William Miller. Jacob Setzler. Sr..

and Jacob Erf. trustees. The present officers

are: Philip E. Horn, president; Jacob Hinuiuger, sec-

retary; Chris Hankamer. treasurer; Philip Deidrich.

Georire Holdrick and Henry Haas, trustee-. The
present membership i* one hundred. The Sunday

school, in connection with this chureh. was organized

in August, ]*',>, by the Rev. Mr. Renter, who was

the first, and i« the proent. «u|«rintenilent. The
school has an average of si\tv children in attendance.

Clliirles Hatikamer. a-*i*taiil superintendent.

ST. JOSEPH'S (CATHOLIC) CHI RCH

was attended as a missionary station until 1862,

when it was organized by the Rev. Mr. Obermuller,

of Xorwalk. Meetings were held in Carubin's Hall

until January 12, 1803, when the brick church, now
occupied as a school room, was purchased of the

Methodist society. The committee on purchase were:

R. Zipfel, Robert I'rlan, Charles Freund, Cornell

Schnnrr, and Joseph Walter. Rev. Obermuller con-

tinued to attend until July 12, 1803, when Rev. A.

Al>el assumed charge as settled pastor. He remained

until October l>, 1804. and was succeeded by the pres-

ent pastor, Rev. J. M. Peutz. The church was es-

tablished with a membership of oue hundred and fifty

families, and has now some twenty-five less. A school

was organized in connection with the church by Rev.

Obermuller. This was more or less interrupted, for

want of proper accommodations until 180o, when it

convened in the present parsonage. Four years later

its sessions were held in the old school building of the

Union School. In 1877 it was permanently removed

to its present locatiou, in the old church. The av-

erage attendance is about one hundred. It is a graded

• school of primary and intermediate departments, and

both English and German are taught.

The corner stone of the present commiHlious church

edifice was laid on October 12, 1873. It was com-
I pleted in the early summer of 1870, and consecrated

on June 17th of that year, by Bishop Dweueuger of

Fort Wayne, Indiana. The building is, in size, fifty-

fonr by one hundred and twenty-five feet, of a com-

posite order of architecture, comj>osed of the Roman
and the Gothic, a style much used in the twelfth cen-

tury. The cost of the church was twenty-six thou-

sand eight hundred and sixty-three dollars, and the

total amount at present invested in the building and

real estate is thirty thousand dollars. The present

, trustees (186SI) are Benjamin Banmaun, William

|

Thompson. Matthew Carroll aud Andrew Hipp.

The data from which the foregoing sketch was

written was furnished by Rev. J. M. Peutz.

SCHOOLS,

The first school house in the township was erected

on bit numlier two hundred and seventy-two in Mon-
rocville village. It was, doubtless, built of logs, but

the date of »s construction, or the teaching of the

first term of school within its walls, the writer could

not ascertain. George Burt was the first teacher and

he was paid ten dollars per month for his services;

tradition does not state, but he undoubtedly honrthtl

hiinwlf; lie certainly could afford to from so munificent

a salary. The children whn attended this school

were : John S. Davis, Augustus H. Huhhcll, .lames

Soweis. Benjamin. I-aaeand Rachel Spicer. Nelson and

Ornn Broun. William and Rachel Fletcher, Diantha

and Minerva Littlelield. Cecelia and Loisa Hubbell.

Ilosev and Allium Hunt.
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MOS KOEV I I.l.E I N ION SCHOOLS.

Pursuant to notice, the citizens in district naoiber

two, Ridgetield township, convened at the school

house, in said district, on April 10, 18.V>, for the pur-

pose of adopting or rejecting the law which created

the Union School system. .Jacob M. Zahm was

chosen chairman: S. C. Palmer, assistant chairman:

and William Saddler, clerk. A ballot was had, and

of the seventy-eight electors present, but forty voted

in favor of the system. This was. however, a major-

ity, and on April 24th, the following gentlemen were

elected directors of the public schools: D. B. Allen,

J. W. Humphrey. J. M. Zahm, Dr. T. M. Cook.

James Hamilton, Jr., and 'Isaac Smith, and on or-

ganization. Dr. T. M. Cook whs chosen president;

J. M. Zahm, secretary: and Isaac Smith, treasurer.

The house of Miss Josephine Lemmon was first used

for the school. This is now occupied as a dwelling

by Charles Koehler. In 1<N*>4. a building was pur-

chased of J. R. Benjamin, which was occupied by the

school for a time.

The present substantial school building was erected

from designs prepared by Henry M. Roby, Es<|., und
was first occupied on October 4, 18<i8. The total

cost of the building was twenty-seven thousand and
fifty-eight dollars and thirty-three cents. In addition

there have been expended for furniture, grading,

fencing, etc.. three thousand and seventy-nine dol-

lars, making a total of thirty thousand and one

hundred and thirty-seven dollars.

The fine library in connection with the school, con-

tains a complete set (twenty-one volumes) of the Kn-
cyclopaedia Britannica. which is a complete library

in itself. The school is provided with a full chemical

and astronomical apparatus, and all the adjuncts to

a thorough course of study. The course embraces

the primary, secondary, intermediate and grammar
school grades, with a high school course embracing
a four year's study.

The following shows the teachers in the school,

from its organization to the present time (lflT.S): prin-

cipals. Prof. T. B. Htitchins, Edwin Uregorv, A. B.

Cornell. Collins Ford, George Cornell, (i. L. Starr,

Miss Emma A. Fish, Prof. A. E. Smiley, A. \. Mead,

C. 0. Chamberlain, A. E. Roberts. A. Thomas, C. G.

Bisliee, W. H. H. .lack-on. R. X, Smith. A. .1. Mich-

ael, R. II. Kennison. and the present efficient sapor-

intendent, 0. K. Latham.

The assistant teachers are: Mi— Josephine Lem-
mon, Mary Patterson. Wordcii, M. Clock, E.

Piatt, L Piatt. Mary Price, Rosalia Prentiss. Fannie

Benjamin. Mr. C. Brcckenridgc. Miss H. Atl sit, Ruth
Prindle. Louisa Squire, Helen Katoii, Emily Oregory,

Ida C. Leonard, Lucia Bonett. Mr. W. Bobbins, Miss

K. Lyons, M. Collins, Addie Colver, — Gilbert, L.

Randall, Julia A. Jackson. Lovina Breekenridge.

Mattie Morrison, M. J. Balentine. F. K. Brown, —
Herrick. Jessie Brown. A. L Lane. Harriet Gowdy,

M

Julia Kittell. M. L. Moore. Mary Randall. Mary E.

Allison, Anno E. Wilson, Lizzie Montgomery, Jose-

phine Adsit. Helen Smith, Anna Montgomery, Emma
L. Sumner. May Chance, Francis Camp, F. C. Ath-

erton, Loihisky Lissilles. Fannie Zahm. L. Olefield,

Static Lyon, Mr. John Ganu, Miss Lucy Raymond,

Aliee Sowers. Jennie Mulock, Ruth Hovvarth, Emma
Martin. Ida Daniels, — Dimon, Mr. Charles Young,

Miss Lizzie Diggins, Alice Dean, H. Hartshorn, L.

A. Cahoon, Jennie Edgar, Maggie Boyd. 0. D. Bald-

win. Addie Salsimry. J. s. Green, D. Campbell,

Helen Smith. Lottie E. Fant, Hattie Smith. Helen

Witford. and Florence Bobbins. The present staff

I is: Professor 0. E. Latham, principal, Miss Lizzie

!
Frail. Anna 0. Prentiss. Retta Traub. Jennie Bissell.

Alice L. Simson. Ida S. Batten, and F. J. Hotchkiss,

assistants; J. G. Kline, teacher penmanship. Board

of Education. C. P. Prentiss, president: L.

Eiuerson. secretary; R. G. Martin, treasurer: Dr. 0.

Prentiss. E. J. Sipiire. W. M. Fanning, and C. V.

King. Whole number of scholars In the <]i-inrt,

five hundred and thirty eight: amount paid teachers,

three thousand two hundred and sixty dollars.

SOCIETIES.

Numerous social organizations have from time to

time had an existence in Monroeville. Among the

oldest of these, and in fact the only one that has

withstood the "lapse of time and the ravages of bar-

barous force," is Nuchee Lodge No. 94, I. 0. 0. F.

In consequence of having passed through tire, the

records of this society give very few details from

which to prepare a sketch. The charter bears date

August 2»i. 1847, and bears upon its face the follow-

ing names: H. K. Steele, T. D. McClelland. Timothy

Baker. Cornelius P. Ross. John Sowers, Jr., John

L. I^Bean. F. C. Taylor. C. D. D wight, and F. II.

Cone. The officers at present (I8?t») are: A. L. Lane,

N. G,;G. Wilkinson. Y. G.; B. W. Salisbury, secre-

tary, and John S. Roby. treasurer. Present mem-
bership, forty-live. The society meets on Tuesday

evening of each week in Odd Fellows" Hall.

Rose Lodge No. :J«>4, F. and A. M., was organized

A. D., March 10, 18.-.8. with the following charter

members: Knos Rose, Dr. O. Prentiss, Darius S.

: Coher. L. Poineroy, Jacob Nathan. Kdwin Fish, De
Witt C. Doane, Charles E. Phillips, W. S. Wort man.

John S. Roby, John Fish, and J. R. Rose. The first

officers were: Enos Rose, W. M. ; Dr. 0. Prentiss,

S. W.: D. S. Colver. J. W.; John S. Roby. treasurer;

L. Pomerov. secretary; E. Fish. S. D. : D. W. C.

Doane. J. D.; and Charles E. Phillips, tyler. The
charter was issued at the session of the gran. I lodge,

held in October. 1858, and the first meeting of the

lodge, under charter, was held November 10, 18.">8.

A public installation of officers was held at Perkins'

Hall, Xovcmljer 8th, same year. The lodge room on

the corner of Main and Monroe streets was fitted up

in elegant style. The furniture, charter and a por-

tion of the jewels were de-t roved in the disastrous fire
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of April 1, 18TT. The lodge has not resumed labor

since that time.

Tempeniuce societies have been organized from

time to time, but the element against reform in in-

temperance is so strong in Monroeville that it was

constant buttling with the tide. and. although to

stranger eves the need of thorough temperance work
is painfully manifest, yet no society exists except the

Emerson National Temperance Savings society. This

was organized December. 1878, and derives its name
from its founder. Mr. L. Emerson, of Monroeville.

The following are the officers: James S. Green, pres-

ident; Dr. C. M. C. Prentiss and T. J. Middough,
vice presidents; .lames Brady, secretary, ami W. H.
Wilkinson, treasurer. This is not a secret society,

but open to all, especially those who wish to shake off

the demon. Intemi»erance. Each member pays an

initiation fee and weekly dues, one-half of which lit-

is allowed to draw out at the expiration of one year,

leaving the other half, as a guarantee of his future

good behavior, and at the end of every six months
thereafter he can draw out the earnings of the preced-

ing six months. Should he indulge in intoxicants he

forfeits what he has paid and is expelled from the

society. In case of sickness or removal he can draw
his entire accumulation if he so desires. The soeietv

started with a membership of thirteen, and is now in

a flourishing condition.

rnvsiciANs.

The first disciple of .Esculapius who graced the

township by his presence, permanently, was Cyrus

Cole. He was from Easton, Washington county, Xew
York. He there read medicine with a Dr. Moshier,

and practiced with him three years; came to Ohio in

181 7. At Fremont he married Mrs. Elizabeth De-

sang, and in the spring of lis "Jo located permanently

in Ridgcfiold. where he practiced until his death, in

March, 1853. The widow is now deceased Their

only duugbter, Mary L, is the wife of Dr. T. M.
Cook, of Sandusky.

Following Dr. Cole, was Hugh T. Prouty, but of

him we have no history, except that he was drowned

in the straits above .Mackinaw, while passing the rap-

id* in a canoe.

In October. 1843. .1. L. Lane, from Hartford,

Trumbull county, Ohio, located in Monroeville. He
married Matthu A. McFarland in 1838. Dr. Lane is

still practicing in Monroeville. Has two children,

Albert I«. and Grace.

Thomas M. Cook conic- next. He practiced here

some twelve years. Now lives in Sandusky.

Obadiah Prentiss married Harriet D. Webster of

Jefferson, Ashtabula county. Ohio. January 1: 1814 ;

graduated at the E. M. Institute, Cincinnati. Ohio,

in June, lsts, and settle! in Monroeville in May,

185 1. He has an extensive and lucrative practice.

Of the five children who have been born of this mar-

riage, but two are now living : Chalmer M. ('., who
is a graduate of the Wooster Medical College, CK-ve-
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land, Ohio, ami a daughter, Corinne M., who re-

mains at home.

B. T. Smith first settled at Four Comers, and from

there removed to Monroeville. where he practiced

many years. He died in the spring of 1878.

C. L. Kreider comes next, and is -till practicing, as

are the following: 0. A. Slack and Jay Kling.

INDUSTRIAL PURSUITS.

MILLS.

The first in the township were built by Richard

and Henry Burt, in 181 T. The saw mill was built

first, and the grist mill soon afterward, both now
owned by John Boehm. The saw mill is but little

changed, except by time. The grist mill has been

entirely rebuilt inside. Boehm also owns the mills

on lot one. in the fourth section.

A grist and saw mill was next built by George

Myers, in the northeast part of the township. These

were located on the Huron river, and have long since

gone into decay.

Major Underbill built a saw mill soon after. This

was on the east branch, lot three, section one. The
mill is still standing, but the dam has been carried

away by the Hood.

The buildings of the Holly water works are situated

on lot two. in the same sectiou.

MSTtLLKRIES.

Schuyler Van Rensselaer built the first one. This

went into operation in about lfC-23. It was a log

building, and stood on the site now occupied by the

dwelling of William Webber. Joseph Pierce was its

first distiller. This distillery was "in blast " but a

few years.

George Hollister built the next one, in about 1825

or The building was of brick and wood, and

stood on the north bank of the river, a few rods east

of the bridge. It was in operation, under different

owners, until about 18'»5. Nothing now remains to

mark the spot.

In 1837. James Hamilton, .Ir., built a distillery.

It was of brick, and stood on the corner of Hamilton

street and Milan avenue, and was in operation until

1859 or '00. It boilers exploded a few years before it

finally ceased business.

The distillery standing near the junction was built

by Messr*. Ainsden. Williams and Company, in 1848

or "4!». and was in operation till the spring of 18?»i.

Messrs. Prentiss and Packard also built a distillery.

This wa- destroyed by tire.

In Octolier. IMS. Mr. J. S. Roby, in connection

witli Uuac Har|H-r, erected the brewery on the corner

of M on nte and Ridge streets. It was conducted by

the Roby brothers until I860, when they sold the

property to C. P. Prentiss. The present proprietors,

Messrs, I'rlaw, Rupp and Company, came in posses-

sion October 13, ISTT. They have invested, in real

estate, building- and fixtures, twenty thousand dollars.
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The first woolen factory in Monroeville, was built

by Timothy Baker, in 1830. It stood on the bank of

the river, on what is now Mechanic street. This was

quite a complete affair. It was in operation a number
of years, and gradually went to decay.

The Monroeville woolen mill was built in 1873. It

was constructed by a stock company with an author-

ized capital of one hundred thonsaud dollars, about

sixty thousand dollars of which was paid in. It was

fully equipped, but never run. • The machinery has

been removed, and the line building is now unoc-

cupied.

Iu 1849, F. H. Drake built a sash and blind factory.

It was on lot two hundred and thirty-eight iu Mon-
roeville village, and was in operation some ten years.

This was the only manufactory of the kind in Huron
county, and was finally destroyed by fire.

In 1845„C. P. Prentiss erected a Wooden building

on Uidge street, which he occupied for a foundry and

machine shop. The business grew to be one of con-

siderable magnitude. At one time some thirty meu
were employed.

The present brick building on this site was built by

Messrs. Roe & Drake in 1857. the lower part for

foundry and machine shop, the upjH-r for the manu-
facture of Bash and blinds. Drake sold his interest to

Roe, and he. in 180H. disposed of the property to the

present proprietor, W. E. Smith, who has at present

invested in the business six thousand dollars. He
manufactures agricultural implements.

The fanning mill manufactory was established by

John Hosford on January 1, 1870. There are now
ten thousand dollars invested, and an average of eight

men employed in the works, and seven salesmen are

required during the summer months. The first year

there were manufactured one hundred mills. The
second year the business increased to seven hundred

mills, and continues the same at present. The sales

for 1878 aggregated the snug sum of nineteen thou-

sand six hundred dollars. During this season the

making of the Schuyler churn was commenced. Mr.

Hosford's sales are confined principally to Ohio and

Michigan.

The plow works at Cook's Corners began operations

as early as 1832 or *33. Messrs. Searls A Scadden

were the projectors. They began in a small way,

their first efforts being wooden plows, gradually the

business enlarged. (It is believed this firm made the

first steel plows ever put up in the State. ) The present

proprietor, James Truesdall, purchased the property

in 1 862, and made that year one hundred plows. He
has now invested ten thousand dollars, employs an

average of eight workmen, and manufactures four

hundred plows yearly, and about the same number of

cultivators and harrows. An eight-horse engine pro-

pells the machinery. Years since there was an ex-

tensive hemp works at the '•Corners,*' Of this we
have no particulars.

There are at present three wagon makers in the

tillage: L. H. Raymond, M. Fritz and M. Bailey, and

the following blacksmiths: F. ('. Murphy, J. Fitz-

patrick and M. & A. Fritz.

Frederick Richards operates a small tannery in the

village.

MONROEVILLE IN lg».

Dry Gooim, Notion*, etc.—Isaac Smith I* the oldest merchant hi the

village. E. J. Soulre, perhaps, comes next in settlement. Next in im-

portance is the store of Metwr*. Manahan. Taber £ Co.. which la oper-

ated in connection with the Nonralk house. It was established OcU»ber

1, W7H, ami Is under the control of Mr. Henry Taber, by whose efficient

management it already occupies a prominent position among the mer-
cantile houses of the village. L. Tyler ami A M Merrill complete the

list in this line

MIU.JMRV -Mrs. B. 8. Clark and Mrs. F. Aves.

Davos. Groceries and Notions.- Messrs. KJlng * Sargeant and A
L. Lane.

Hakoware. Stoves and Tixware —In thi» line. Robert O. Martin la

the oldest representative, Benjamin Banman next. Ralph P. Smith
deala in stoves aud tinware only

Groceries —J S Green. J. Carabin, H Zipfel and A. Hipp- alao ban
ilte glasswaie

Fj-RMTrBE —F. H. Drake & Sou (the senior partner of this firm has
been for many years connected with the business Interest* uf Monroe
ville). and J. T Haskell
Dealer is Mimical IxsTRtKEXT* -H. F.hler*.

CLOTH1X" akd Furxishixo Goods -J. AMenap.
.IEWELRT AXD Silverware George A Turner
PhotooraI'H*. -A S. Gilson. •

Merchant Tailor*.—Andrew Kazor. B. Dl ringer and 8. Schneider

Boots and Shoe* —A A* P Tyler and F Hamerich.

Baxkkie* —Joseph Klumppand B. S Clark

Mareets —F. 4 J. Tyler and Miner A Hlllx.

General Merchandise.— A. S. Sklltun.

Mai.tkr* -J. S & H. M. Roby.
The livery interest Is represented by Emerson Brothers. J. Tillottaon

and R S Seely.

Attorxets—Monroeville has been the home of a number nf gentle-

men of the legal profession The present are: J. I* Cornell and James
Brady.

Notaries I'i'blic .—The present are: A. S Skllton, John P. Cornell

and Louis A Carabin.

Prominent among business men of Monroeville are

the Roby brothers. They were formerly from Detroit,

Michigan. John S. located in Monroeville in 1842,

and engaged in the business of malting and brewing.

In 1850, Reucl came, and three years later Henry M.,

who became connected with the business and still

continues. John S. was the first agent of the S. M.

and X. R. R., and subsequently of the L. S. and M.

S. R. R., in which capacity he has acted for nearly a

quarter of a century. Since closing out the brewery,

the brothers have been engaged exclusively in the

business of malting.

Among others who have been prominently con-

netted with the growth and business interests of

Monroeville are found the names of Kphruim B. Per-

kins, Schuyler Van Ranslaer, James Hamilton, Jr.,

Isaac Smith, George Hollister, Charles P. Prentiss,

S. V. Harkness, Charles Earl. Henry and James Tice,

George W. Manahan, Charles Barrett, John J. Hol-

lister. S. D. Fish.

The Monroeville Cornet Band was organized

August 20, 1875, with twelve members. \V. Wiest,

leader. A set of instruments was purchased (he fall

following organization, and during the winter con-

siderable progress was made, but in the spring of

ls7i> the organization ceased. A second organization

took place the subsequent summer with A. J. Ante-

nan, leader. The winter of 187u another collapse oc-

nurred. The present band was organized in the
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summer of 18TT, and is composed of t he following

persons: Judson Fish, leader: A. J. Anti-nan S. I,,

and Fred Clary. Fred Finning, John Zorn, A. S.

(.ilson. Dr. C. M. C. Prentiss, Frank, John, und

Lew Tyler, John H. Wiest. C. Latham, and Charles

Zipfel.

A IfCI E X T HKMAISS.

In the first section of Ridgetield township, on lots

number two and three, are found remains of ancient

earthworks. It w ill be remembered the east branch

of Huron river enters the township from the east ou

the corner of lot number three. In the first section

there is a stream known as the Peru branch, w hich

flows into the east branch on lot number three, where

its course is turned north. These streams make
three high banks or bluffs, which lie nearly in a tri-

angular form. Upon these arc earthwork fortifica-

tions of a circular form. There was also ou lot num-
ber eighteen in the second section, ou the east side of

the west branch of the Huron river, an ancient

mound of small size.

In the fourth section is located a circular earth-

work, enclosing an area of perhaps ten acres. The
indications arc that a stockade formerly surmounted

the present embankment. Immediately south of this

are a number of mounds. In these, as in the others

mentioned above, human nones have been found,

indicating to a certainty that these elevations are the

burial places of a race formerly inhabiting the coun-

try, but long since extii.ct.

FOt li ( llH.VF.lts.

The following sketch of this locality is prepared

upon data, obtained in an interview with F. D.

Drake. Ks.j.. of Oxford township. Erie county, who
settled there as early as 1S15:

Dr. Daniel Tilden was undoubtedly the pioneer

settler at the "Corners." The date of his coming

was in 1817 or *1S. He settled on the place now oc-
j

cupied by W. S. Barnes. Dr. Tilden remained a

few years, removed to Norwalk. and finally to San-

dusky, where he died u few years since. The next

settler was. without doubt, the grandfather of Jay

Cooke. We wrote to Pitt Cooke, of Sandusky, asking

him to furnish the data for a sketch of the family.

He replied thnt he had not "time or inclination to

furnish the item- we desired;" hence we are obliged

to leave this family unwritten. Lewis Stone was the

next settler and .Martin V Ionian the fourth. He
located on lands now owned by Hon. EL Bogardus.

The corners did not settle rapidly; in fact, the fore-

going are all who may be regarded as pioneers.

John Seymour, now of Lyme township, bought the

Vroman property, and to him belongs the honor of

selling the first merchant goods at the "corner.-."

He sold to Lewis Stone. The second store was es-

tablished by John K. Campbell in about 1835. The
goods were displayed in a small building standing on

the Wehsterlot. After two or three years he removed, '

and soon after Kdward Cook ojk-iicmI a store, who
.
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continued in the business, (lerhaps. fifteen years, and

sold to Messrs. Bogardus t\ Atherton. The present

store of Messrs. Read iV Valentine is a continuation

of this establishment.

A post office was established hen- as early as IH'.Vt,

and Edward Cook commissioned postmaster. The
present postmaster is H. C. Read, and the office is

kept in his store. The other business at the coiners

is the plow works, described elsewhere: wagon shop,

by H. <i. Webster; harness shop, by II. I). Williams;

and shoe shop, by John Cook and D. Mnrrav.

As early as ls:fo. and possibly earlier, the old stone

school house was built. Prior to this, however, a

school was held in one room of Martin Vroman*!
house. The teacher was a man named Perkins. This

was as early as 1825. Religious services were held in

the school house until the erection of the present

church.

A society of the Sons of Temperauce was established

at quite an early date, and also a lodge of L 0. G.

Templars.

The Corners has a dramatic club of considerable

ability.

Col. James Smith settled ut "Four Corners" in 1828.

He purchased the hemp machine property in 1832;

made brick several years, removed to Monroeville in

lSltr. and finally to Lyme township, where he died in

October. 1866.

The following, from the pen of Dr. Prentiss, gives

an account of an affair that produced much merri-

ment iu the neighborhood in and around Monroeville

village, long years since. The per-oiis referred to

were sons of the third permanent settler in the town-
ship of Ridgefield:

Some forty years since, when I was a child,

And all of i ibio wan rugged and wild;
Where cities now stand wllb spires in the sky.
The forest iu glory waved branches on high

The in) mall, triumphant »ltb arm«r and bou.
Sought panther and bear, the b.ek and the doe;
Trapped benver on stream side, caught otter and mink,
From Hirer caught fish, as he sat on It* briufc

Few were the white men. ye*, scattered I trow.
Much a* real Christians among u* are now;
Then husband aud wife both worked » lib one heart.
And people were neighbor., thoiurlt ten tulle* apan.

Froni Maryland s fields two brother* had come.
In to Ohio to look out u home;
They settled apart, but not a great ways.
So each could make visits ever} few days.

' me hi .th-f «. John, tb . i at Dh
Lath »a» an boue.t and hard working mail;

In those early days, when wolves ktUed the sheep,

Oogs were .if profit for farmers to keep.

John had a do*, but hi. brother had n me,

So Imii wii« looking to get himself one:

One afienvs'ii, a chap came along.

WHS a noble, buj dog. both active and strong

l iicle Han saw the dog and the man going by.

The dog »as a beauty, sod so to >k his eye.
" Which way are you going, aod where have y.u beeu»
Von vr g .t a good dog a. ever I've «eeu.

"

You'd say so. mv friend: you know Uatfjr'f big dog,
I stopped there a moment to rest on a log:

His togm right sivage. ami pit, bed into mine.
And Tiger, here, thrashed bun in le.. tu.vii u„ time
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I've another. name's Lion, exactly tlila stylo.

But I can't keep them both, for they fight all the while.

"

Dan aiked the price, which the fellow made known;
It was willingly paid, and the fellow went on.

Dan tied the dog with a rope In the barn.

Then went to tike house to tell his dog yam.

The time sped away for two or three day*.

While thing* run along much in the old way*;
Then John took the team, names, Nellie and Fan.

And drove the folk* over to see Inele Dan.

They were met with a smile by the folk* at the gate.

With " Uow do you do;" and " We re all first rate.

" Hie. Biddy Martin!" say* Dan lo John.
" We'll put out the horses and have some fun

"

They were putting the horses Just into the stall,

When the dog gave a whine, and a recognized squall;

Uncle John jumped around a* quick a* a frog.

" What are you doirg, Dan. Dan. with my dogr"

Thes came the story, how, three day* before.

The dog had bean stolen from Uncle John's door.

Uncle John loosed the dog from the ro|>e In the barn,

Then went to the house to tell »i» dog yarn

Biographical Sketches.

JOHN" S. DAVIS

John S. Davis was born March 28, 180G, in Balti-

more county, Maryland. His parents were Jesse and

Mary Ann (Sowers) Davis. His mother died while he

wan still an infant, and he was brought up by his

maternal grandparents, John and Mary Ann Sowers.

After his mother's death his father was twice married

—first to a Miss Hunt, of whom he had two chil-

dren. Mary and Jackson—and again to a Miss Sewell.

who bore him one child. Ann Eliza. Not long after

his mother's death, his father removed to the State of

Pennsylvania where (in the village of Shrewsbury,

York county,) he died about the year 18:13.

In 1811. when he was but five years old. Mr. Davis

came, with his grandparents above named, to Fair-

field. Lancaster county. Ohio. Not long after, they

settled in Ridgefield township, on what is now known

as the Cone farm—a part of which is included in the

corporation of Monroeville. Here his grandfather

died July 23, 182<i, aged sixty-three, and his grand-

mother twenty-eight years after, i. e., May 21, 1848,

aged ninety-three. These grandparents had four sons,

John, Moses, Daniel and James, with the older of

whom Mr. Davis lived till after his majority. It is

well worthy of record, as a remarkable physiological

fact, that James, the youngest of these four uncles

(who is still living in Whitley county, Indiana) was

born when his mother was fifty-three years old, his

next older brother, Daniel, being then in his four-

teenth year.

Mr. Davis lived in this township till 1833. when he

removed to Lexington, Richland county. Three years

later he moved again to (ialion. Crawford county.

I

where he lived twenty-eight years—returning to

Monroeville in 18«6.

While living at Gabon, on the 17th of May, 1843,

he married Catharine Nave who was born in Path

Valley. Franklin county, Pennsylvania. They have

had four children, of whom two daughters are still

living. The elder of these daughters. Amanda J.,

;
born February 17. 1844, married Capt. A. S. Skil-

ton in (ialion. December 20, 180.">. They have two

children, John Davis Skilton and Elizabeth Roby,

ami now reside in Monroeville. Mr. Davis* youngest

daughter, Mary Elizal>eth, was born January 15. 1809.

Mr. Davis followed the honorable profession of

farmer, on a small place in Ridgefield township, till he

was thirty years old, when he went into the dry goods

business with Mr. Bloomer as partner. About the

year 18.">0. he embarked in the business of banking,

first in the Exchange Bank of Gallon, managed under

the firm name of Atwood, Davis & Bloomer; after-

wards in the First National Bank at the same place,

ne is also interested in the Farmers' National Bank
of Mansfield, the National Bank of Plymouth, and

(more especially) the Exchange Bank of Monroeville,

of which the managing firm are Davis, Crim «i Stentz.

In all his business enterprises, Mr. Davis has been

singularly successful, and if he has not "made
money" epiite as fast as Midas, he has been more for-

tunate than that fatally avaricious king, iu that he

has been permitted to choose what should, and what

should not, turn to yold under his touch.

On the 28th of March. 187(5, a very numerous com-

pany of his relatives, friends, and neighbors, assem-

bled at his spacious mansion to celebrate his seventieth

birthday. The affair was managed by his good wife,

]

together with his daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and

j

Mrs. Skilton, as a "surprise," and most complete was

their success, Mr. Davis having not the least suspicion

of what was going on, till the guests began to arrive.

1! r his surprise reached its culmination when, after

the company had all assembled, an elegant gold-headed

cane, and a beautiful, life-sized crayon portrait of

Mrs. Davis (a present from the above-mentioned par-

|

ties), were produced and presented to him in an

appropriate address. Touched to the heart by these

manifestations of kindly regard, it would have been

strange, indeed, if he had found any other than the

simplest words of thanks, in which to express his

grateful emotion.-. The Huron county teachers' in-

stitute, being then in session at Monroeville. were

present in a body, and with them the distinguished

grammarian, Professor Harvey, of Paiuesville.

In the fall of the same year, he enjoyed the distin-

guished, but unsought, honor of being chosen elector

of president and vice president of the United States;

and afterwards, in the college of electors, of casting

his vote for Rutherford B. Haves and William A.

Wheeler, a- president aud vice president of the

nation.

Mr. Davis j< enjoying a hah- and green old age, at

|
Monroeville. surrounded by an affectionate family,
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and looked up to by his neighbors, young and old. oh

a k iml friend mid prudent counsellor. Xo object,

looking toward the moral and religions improvement

of the community, fails of bia cordial support. He
is exceptionally unostentatious, affable and com-

panionable; and the writer hereof w ill not soon forget

WILLIAM A. BISHOP.

The lllbject of this notice was born in Hundcrdon
comity, New Jersey. March 3, ism;. Hi* parents

were Joseph and Mary (Wykoff) Bishop. His father

died in 1801, ami his mother about 1 ?>."»:*. having

lived a widow fifty-eight year*, His ancestor*, oil the

father's „idc. were from England: on the mother's,

from Holland.

He was twice married; the lir-t time, April 4. l*.'H.

to Magdalene Edingcr, who died April 5. Two
chddreu were the fruit of ibis marriage: Joseph, born

January '!>'•. 1835, died in infancy; William IL. bom
June 1!'. 1830, i* i 1 1 living in this township. He
married, a* his second wife, on the 30th of November, ,

1837, Mary Ann Cud well, who xva.s born in Lorain I

county, January 1 1, 1818. Following are the names of

the children of tliM marriage: 1, Laura Ann. born

January is, ls:ri*. •». Kliza. born August t5, J 84*2.

3. Charter DM l>orn January 4, l*4»'i. 4. Liua. bom
April 15, 1S40. .">. Mary L'., born January i, 1854,

TO ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

the pleasant ramble had with him in the beautiful

cemetery of Moiiroeville, where

"The rude forefather* of the hamlet steep"—

searching among the white monuments of that quiet

and cheerful resting plate of the dead for dates to be

interwoven in the foregoing biographical sketch.

i'i, Martha E.. bom June 1, lsr.T. Of these children,

. only the third, fourth and sixth still survive.

Mr. Bishop came to this county on the 'Id of Au-
gust, ls:(4, fnun Northampton county, Pennsylvania,

to which place he had migrated about two years he-

fore. He settled in Ridgetteld, on the west branch of

the Huron river, on what was known as the Page

farm. There he lived about twelve years, and then

moved to the Palmer farm, in 1S41>. This farm con-

sjsts of one hundred and sixty-seven acres, sixty cr

seventy acres having been cleared before he bought it,

and about thirty-five since. I hiring his thirty years'

residence on this farm, he has built for himself u

beautiful home (with commodious bams adjacent)

near the bank of the Huron river, and pleasantly

sheltered among the blutTs that border (hat beautiful

stream. Here he is "growing old gracefully. "sur-

rounded by an affectionate family. He has been su-

penrisorof the county, and school director, but he has

never "hankered" for the cares of ohVe. Though not

a 'profe-»or of religion," he lias always been a liberal

sniipnrter t»f the various churches of hi.- township.

Digitized by Googl



Google



»«<•

Google



Digitized by Google



HISTORY OF HI'RON AND ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO. 171

HENRY P. STENTZ.

Henry P. Stentz was horn in Middletowu, Penn-

sylvania, on the 26th of February, 1838. His parents

are Peter anil Catharine Stentz, of German ancestry.

They have five children, all of whom, except Henry

P., reside at Galium Their names are a.* follows :

Marv L., married to E. A. Snyder. Henry P.. Ida,

married to Charles Cronewett. Willis P., assistant

cashier First National bank, Galion, and Emory K.,

a jeweler.

Mr. Stentz, the father, (who is a merchant.) came

to Huron county in 1840, and settled at Plymouth,

where ho remained till 1854. He then removed to

Galion, where he still resides. Henry P. resided at

the same place till 1800, being, for some eight years

previous, in the employ of A. Atwood, Esq., a

merchant and banker. The estimation in which Mr.

Stentz is held by that gentleman, is shown from the

following commendatory letter, which, having fallen

into our hands, we take the liberty of putting on

record :

Oauox. O., May 15. 1*6

The hearer H P Kit-nt/. has been doing buaineaH with me. in my
employ, without Intermission, nearly eight years anil a half, and I take

great pleasure in saying that he is strictly honest, entirely reliable,

sober Industrious, energetic, and capable of AUlugany position he may
atk for. He Is one (and there are few «uch) who take* the i

in his employer s busine** he does In his owu. He hi

* most of the I

Respectfully.

A. ATWOOU

In 1860, Mr. Stentz came to Mouroeville. and suc-

ceeded S. V. Harkness, as cashier of the Exchange

bank, on the reorganization of that institution, which

took place soon after. This bank is doing a very

successful business, having a range of deposits av-

eraging about one hundred and Bfty thousand dollars.

Mr. Stentz assisted in organizing the First National

bank, of Gallon, and, afterwards, that of Plymouth,

and he is at present a director in both those institu-

tions. He has l>een treasurer of the township of

Ritlgefield for eight consecutive years, and is now, for

the second term, president of the Huron county

agricultural society. He once ran for the office of

Mayor, of Gallon, on the Republican ticket, and even

iu that stronghold of the Democracy, came within

fifteen votes of being elected. While residing at

Galion, during the war, he was at one time operating

very extensively at the south in cottou, sugar and

hemp. Among his other valuable estates, is a fine

farm, lying between Mouroeville and Norwalk.

His education was received in the Union school at

Plymouth. Though not a professor of religion, he
is an attendant and supporter of the Presbyterian

church. Mr. Stentz has never married, but still

clings to his baccalaureate freedom. lie is now in

the prime of manhood, and is one of the substantial

business men of Mouroeville. He occupies, and de-

servedly so, a high place in the esteem of his fellow

townsmen. He furnishes a striking illustration of

the successful business man. Assuming the respon-

sible duties of cashier of the Mouroeville Exchange

Bauk when he was twenty-eight years of age, by

close attention to every known duty connected with

that institution, by strict and honorable dealing, by

careful and wise management, by his pleasing man-

ners and address, he has been instrumental in secur-

ing for the Exchange Bank a truly gratifying career

of success, enabling it to take rank as oue of the

soundest and best patronized banking houses of the

Fire-lands. What greater compliment could then- be

in behalf of his strict and unswerving business integ-

rity and his acknowledged business ability and tact

than is furnished in the fact that he has held the

position of cashier without interruption since 1866?

His marked success iu business life in so unpreten-

tious a* village as Mouroeville. affords a lesson of

instruction for every young man just starting upon a

business career. Success rarely comes to any one by

the mere fortuitous revolution of the wheel of for-

tune. It must be coveted, striven for. won and con-

quered. He who does not have a strong desire for

her laurels will never wear them: but desire alone

will never win the battle. An aim that is high and

honorable, an industry that is indefetigable. a will

and a purpose that are unbending, an integrity that

is uncompromising, coupled with other character-

istics that stamp the true, gentleman,—these must
unite with desire in order to secure the trophies of

ROBERT G. MARTIN.

Robert G. Martin was horn on the 31st of January,

18:58, at Coventry. Chenango county. New York. His

father. Frederick Martin, died April 3o. 18;?. His

mother. Penelope (Boughton) Martin, is still living.

His maternal grandfather, Seymour Houghton, was

a colonel in the last war with England, and was

killed by the Indians, during the year 1812, at Black

Rock, which is now included in the city of Buffalo,

New York. The hat worn by him at the time of his

death, bearing the murks both of the tomahawk and

bullet by which he was killed, was preserved in the

family till 187H, when, strangely enough, it was de-

stroyed by a person not realizing its value as a relic.

His mother's family were of Scotch descent; his fath-

er's from Ireland.

Mr. Martin was first married on the 16th of Octo-

ber, 186ii, to Yirginia C. Wallace, of Pittsburg, who
died February 26. 1S0T. Of this marriage there were

two children, both of whom died in early childhood.

He was married the second time to Louisa M. Cam-
bin, a native of Norwalk. on the Sid of November,
lStls. Mr. Martin first came to Mouroeville on the

loth of November. 1S,*>3. when he was but fifteen

years old, to 1 re with his brother, Seymour I!., a

druggist— with whom he resided two years. This
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brother was a prominent business man liere for twen-

ty-two years; one of the incorporators of the village,

aud township treasurer and trustee for several years.

He died at Grey Eagle, Buneomhe county, North

Carolina, in the month of October, 1878.

In 1855, I{. (I. Martin, then in his eighteenth year,

went back to Coventry. New York, and there, during

the winter of that and the following year, taught

school in the very district where he first learned his

alphabet. The experiences of the young pedagogue

during that winter, if we only had room for them,

would make an interesting chapter in his history.

Returning to Monroeville, he was associated with

the brother above mentioned, in the drug store, till

18i;n ; when he and the same brother became suc-

cessors to Mrs. X. V. Karl in the hardware business.

Purchasing his brother's interest in 1.86$, he became

sole proprietor, and has continued in the same busi-

ness ever since. His establishment during these six-

teen years (marked by financial revulsions which have

shaken the whole country from center to circumfer-

ence), has enjoyed a uniform prosperity, having out-

ridden several storms in which many other less for-

tunate crafts, though perhaps equally seaworthy, have

gone to the bottom. The business Neptune of the

land, like his brother of the ocean, is a capricious

god, wafting one venture with prosperous gales, and

driving another, which seemed equally promising, a

wreck n|H»n the breakers. And yet it is possible that

success or failure in any given case, might be infalli-

bly predicted by any scientific financier, who had ac-

cess to all the data necessary for making his compu-

tations. Mr. Martin has been, for a numlier of years,

a member of the council of Monroeville; also a mem-
ber and treasurer of the school board. He was elected

the last time for three years, without opposition. He

is a supporter of Zion (Episcopal) church.

K. L Martin, a brother of the subject of this

ketch, resides in Colorado Springs, at the foot of

Pike's Peak, to which place he went a few years ago

on account of his health. He has there become a

great sheep raiser, having clipped last year over ten

thousand fleeces. During the month of April, 1873,

he lost between three ami four thousand head, in a

tremendous snow storm, but since that time, having

become better posted in the business, he has met with

no greater losses than farmers and stock raisers in

this region. Some two years ago. R. G. Martin be-

came financially associated with this brother in the

sheep business, and their llocks at present number
about twelve thousand.

K. L. Martin is the only survivor of six gentlemen

who spent the winter of 1 S T 1 -^ in Colorado for their

health. . Their disease was of a pulmonary nature,

and Martin, although enjoying excellent, health in

Colorado, cannot remain at the cast, even for a few

mouths, without a return of his old complaint.

Mr. Martin, the subject of this sketch, enjoys in a

high decree the esteem and confidence ,,f t|u . com.
mutiny in which he dwells. Coming to Monroeville

when but a lad of fifteen, and entering his brother's

; store as a clerk, he, at that early day in his life, gave

assurance to those who knew him of possessing the

elements of trnc success. When but twenty-two

years of age he was enabled to become a partner with

his brother in the hardware business, and two years

later succeeded to the sole proprietorship. He has

shown a laudable tenacity of purpose in clinging to

the same business in which he embarked at so early

an age oi his own account, and to-day has his reward

in the acknowledged position which is accorded him
of being one of the most successful merchants Mon-
roeville has ever known.

THOMAS DICKEY.

Thomas Dickey was born in Hillsboro, New Hamp-
shire, on the 15th of December, K'.IO. He was one

of a family of thirteen children, ten boys and three

|

girls, only five of whom were living when Mr. Dickey

j

left New Hampshire. His parents, Wm and Sally

(Moore) Dickey, were natives of Ireland, who, with

a colony of their countrymen, came to America to

escape religious persecution. They purchased land

and settled in the township of Londonderry. Rock-

ingham county. New Hampshire, whence, in March,

1790. they moved to Hillsboro, forty miles distant,

where Thomas was born. Here he lived till he was

nineteen years of age, when he hired himself to Gen-

I end Benjamin Pierce, father of President Pierce, and

lived with him two years. He had engaged for one

year more, but, the war coming on, he enlisted in the

army. May 18, 1812; was at once made orderly ser-

geant, under Captain John MeXeai, and served in

that capacity until duly I. 1*14, when, by orders of

General \V infield Scott, he was detailed to "act as

ensign, till the pleasure of the secretary of war be

known."

On the night of July 8, 1814, in Buffalo creek, the

command embarked on board a boat, crossed over

into Canada, landed below Fort Erie, then occupied

by the British who surrendered without firing a gun.

On the 4th of July, they marched down the river

nearly to Niagara falls. The next day the enemy

appeared, and the battle of Chippewa was fought.

Afterward they wml to Fort George, at the head of

Like Ontario, and remained there about a week.

Then, being reenforced, General Brown moved back

acros. Chippewa creek to Niagara, where, on the^oth

of July, the battle of Lundy's Line was fought.

In this battle Scott's brigade alone tout ended with

the enemy for two hours, before reinforcements came

up. Then General Ripley .-aid to Colonel Miller:

"Can you take that battery?" and received the memo-

rable leplv. " I can try. sir." He did try, and drove

the enemy from their guns, capturing them all. thir-

teen in number. The main contest was fought here,

there being three charges by the enemy to retake the
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guns: but they were repulsed each time with great

slaughter. It was during the last charge that Gen-

eral Scott was wounded. The enemy retreated some

four miles. Generals Scott and Brown being both

wounded, the command devolved upon General Rip-
i

ley, who "thought it prudent to retire to Fort Erie:
j

where, after a few days, the enemy again made their !

appearance, and, for some time thereafter, laid siege

to the fort. But they were finally defeated with the

loss of nine hundred men. our loss being only eighty-

wounded.

The American army evacuated Fort Erie, and the

regiment in which Mr. Dickey was serving finally

marched to Sackett's Harbor, where he remained

until peace was declared, and he was discharged.

During the siege of Fort Erie, on the 11th of Sep-

tember, he was wounded in the foot by the bursting,

of a shell; but he was well enough on the 17th to

take part in the final battle, in which he had com-

mand of his company.

Mr. Dickey ha* often related mauy other incidents

of the battles fought near Niagara river. For these

meritorious services, the government, many years

after, granted him a pension.

After his discharge, he returned to Hillsboro, New
Hampshire, and on the 15th of September, 1815, i

started, on horseback, for Ohio. He stopped at

Monroeville, in this county, where he remained until I

April, 1819, when he was married to Elizabeth Myers.

This lady was a native of the State of Virginia, where
!

she was bprn on the 2'ith of January. 1791. Her
parents were Adam and Mary Myers, of German
extraction. They came first to Marietta, Ohio, and

from there to Ridgefield township, about the year 1815.

Immediately after their marriage, Mr. and Mrs.

Dickey removed to Thompson. Seneca county, where

they resided three years ; then to Oxford, (now in

Erie county,) where they remained about the same

length of time. Finally, they returned to Ridgefield,

in October, 1825, where he cleared up the farm upon

which he resided until his death, which occurred on

the 10th of January, 1879.

The fruits of his marriage were five children, three
j

boys and two girls, of whom only two survive him

—

a son, somewhere in the west, (the family having lost

track of him,) and a daughter, Mrs. Cynthia Drake,

who resides at the old homestead. ^ '•"'j

Mrs. Dickey died in 1854. Two years later, Mr.

Dickey united with the Methodist Episcopal church,

of which he continued a member until his death.

During his residence of sixty-three years in Huron
county, he witnessed great changes. Looking forward

from 1815, those years must have seemed to him
almost an age. But, looking backward from 1&79,

how short the space appeared ! He was a land-mark

in the history of the county—a link between the

present and the past. The land mark has fallen—the
|

link is severed.

Surrounded by his daughter and his grand chil-

dren, loving hearts and hands ministered to his last

35

moments. He passed away, at the ripe old age of

eighty-eight years and twenty-five days,—"a shock

of corn fully ripe for the harvest."

'The foregoing sk«-t< h is takrii. with nmr addition* and rerbal

changea. from an obituary notice by W. C. A., publiahed In the Xorwalk

SALMON DRAKE.

Salmon Drake was born at Plymouth, Luzerne

county. Pennsylvania, on the 9th of April, 1827. His

parents were Hiram and Sarah (Ruggles) Drake, of

English ancestry, who settled, at an early day, in

Connecticut. He moved to Monroeville (Ridgefield

township) in Huron county, Ohio, in the year 1848;

was married to Cynthia Dickey. June 17, 1850. and

settled on the Dickey homestead, in said township,

in the autumn of that year. Here a goodly number

of ••olive-branches" gathered, in due time, around

their table—the following being their names and

dates of birth: 1, Eliza Jane, born July 5, 1852. 2,

Hiram Dickey, born July 7, 1854. 3, Charley W.,

born May 9. 1856. 4, Emmagene, born April 29,

1858. 5. J. Omer, bom March 1801, 6, Gorgi-

ana, born Novemlier 3, 18G2. T, Stery A., born

March 19. 18<>4. 8. Ira, born Octolicr 4. 18<»5. All

these children survive their father, except the last

named, who died on the 18th of January. 18T2.

In July. 18U7. Mr. and Mrs. Drake and their eldest

daughter, united with the congregation of Christian

people, known as ••Disciples," iu Fairfield, Huron

county. In January, 18'J8, measures having been

taken to organize a similar congregation at Norwalk,

in the same county, they transferred their connection

to that organization. Mr. Drake was, at the outset,

made "deacon" of the new body—an office which ho

held during the remainder of his life. He is spoken

of. by his neighbors and fellow communicants, as a

zealous Christian man. active in every good work

looking toward the moral and religious improvement

of the community in which he lived.

He was an industrious, skillful and successful far-

mer, having devoted the greater portion of his life to

the cultivation of the soil. He had, however, a prac-

tical knowledge of the carpenter and joiner's trade,

which he learned and practiced in early life.

A few years ago he received a somewhat serious

injury in his left side, from a young horse which he

was training. Taking a violent cold, a short time

before his death, from exposure in a severe storm, it

settled in the injured side, and resulted iu the fatal

disease, typhoid pneumonia, which ended his days on

the 3d of April. 1877—at which time he lacked but

six days of being ii fly years old. "He died quietly iu

the mid-t of his family, greatly beloved by them and

his friends and neighbors, all of whom attested their

affection and resjH.ft for him by their presence in

great numbers at his burial.*'
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REUBKN PARKER.
Joshua Parker and two sons, James and Reuben,

came from Lincolnshire, England The father and

son James .settled in Indiana and died there. Reu-

ben, tlu- subject of this sketch, came to Ridgekield in

August, 18M. and purchased the John Brown farm

on the ridge in section three. He married Miss

Mary E. Roe, and, by economy and steady, persever-

ing effort, hta now a fine farm of one hundred and

forty-six acres under profitable cultivation, for which

KlilK COUNTIES, OHIO.

he paid twelve thousand fi\e hundred dollars. They
have a family of eighl children, whose names are as

follows: Homer, Nellie, Charles, Rosa, Frank. Anna,

Oeorge and Alice. A son, .loshua, Jr.. came to

Ridgetield in the spring of 1845. He has been twice

married: lives in Monroevillc. In 1861, three other

children came on: John, who married Ann Clark,

lives in Bronson: Mary A., who married Joseph

Holden, lives in Ridgefield, and Jesse, who married

Rachel Smith, and lives in Lvme township.

CLARKSFIELD.

Dt bix<. the war of the revolution, the British troops

committed many depredations in the east, among
which was the burning of the towns of Danbury. N'or-

walk. Fairfield and other places in Connecticut. The
State, in view of the sufferings of those who had sus-

tained losses by fire, made them a donation of lands

in Ohio, being the same now comprised mainly in the

couties of Huron and Erie.

ORIGINAL OWNERS.

For an explanation of the following tables the

reader is referred to the history of Wakemaii town-

ship'
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'of C ?n No 4 SUM ; 0

Township number three in range twenty is bound-

ed on the north by Wakemun township: south by

New London; oast by Brighton township. Lorain

county, and west by Hartland township. The town-

ship is generally level and well watered. The soil

consists of a mixture of clay, a little sand, and a

goodly portion of black loam, which together consti-

tute a soil well adapted to agriculture. The Vermil-

lion river is the principal water course in the town-

ship. It rises in Richland county, has two branches,

and flows in a northerly direction until it empties

into Lako Erie. The west branch enters this town-

ship on lot twenty-five in the fourth section, and

flowing a general northeasterly direction, crosses the

north township line on lot rive in section three. The
east brunch is formed from two small streams which

enter the south part of the township on lots six in

the fourth section and eleven in the first section,

which unite ou lot twenty-three in the last-named

section. The stream flows northeasterly to lot

twelve in the second section, where it turns westward

and flows from the township on lot twenty in the

second section. The banks of this river furnish an

excellent quality of sandstone for building purposes.

There are a few other streams, of which Spring brook

is the chief, but they are unimportant, and generally

dry in the summer season.

NAME.

This township derived its name from a gentleman

named James (-'lark, who was a " sufferer" to the

amount of £1,048 6s. 8d. The name was subse-

quently changed to Bethel, and shortly afterwards to

its present name of Clarksfield.

INDIANS.

Among the Indians, the Wyandot tes ami Scnecaa

were probably the most numerous, and often visited

the settlement, bringing in venison to exchange for

produce, whisky, etc. One of these Indians, having

one day imbibed a little too freely while on a visit to

the " hollow,"' called at the house of K. W. Raruum,
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and, supposing him to be "one Frenchman." insisted

on killing him. He was. however, put in duress for

the night, one of his own tribe aiding in tying him

up. Next morning he was permitted to depart, a

little more sober if not better natured. They were

in general, however, civil and well disposed townrd

the settlers, whisky causing nearly all the exceptions.

SETTLEMENT.

In the summer of 1817, Samuel Husted and Ezra

Wood came from Danbury, Connecticut, to Ohio,

and during the summer erected the first house in

Clarksfield township. This was constructed of the

materials usual in pioneer times—logs.—and was

situated on the hill near the site now occupied by the

residence of Murray Stiles. After the completion of

this house, the two returned to their homes in the far-

away east. While they were preparing for a final re-

moval to Ohio, two hardy sons of New England ar-

rived in Clarksfield, and became the lirst families to

locate there. Their names were Smith Starr and

Simeon Hoyt. The former of these settled on lot

number eight in the third section, where he passed the

remainder of his days. He died July 13, 185(>. Mrs.

Starr died December 16, 1840. During the first

winter in the township, their nearest neighbor was

some miles away. The family consisted of John T.,

who now lives in Kansas; Mary. Rory and Peter who

are dead; Deborah, who lives on the old homestead;

Smith who received an injury in the saw null, from

which he died: William K., who married Jane Arnold,

and also resides on the old farm.

Simeon Hoyt came by wagon drawn by two voke

of oxen and a horse. Six weeks were consumed by

the toilsome journey. In October. Clarksfield town-

ship was reached, and a settlement was soon effected

on lot number six in the fourth section. Here the

family remained until I8t>0; then removed to Florence,

Erie county, where the father died some three years

later. The wife died in 1858. She was the widow of

John Knapp, and hail seven children when married

to Hoyt.- Three children were born of the last mar-

riage. Their names were: Lyman who married Ar-

villa Curtiss, lives in Clarksfield: Hiram who is dead;

William who married Emma Webb, and lives in

Clarksfield: Henry, who is dead: Caroline and Emeline

(tw ins.) the former of whom married Sherman Smith,

and lives in Clarksfield: the latter married Dr Tracy

Cone, ami lives in New London: Eliza, who married

Major Smith, and lives in Clarksfield; J. Frederick,

who married Mary J. Andre, and lives in Michigan;

Dolly w ho married John Dean, also lives in Michigan;

Lucy Ann is now the wife of Benjamin Fierce, of

Florence, Erie county.

Samuel Husted came, with his family, in 1818. He
came bv the slow transit method, oxen and wagon,

and was nine weeks on the road. Arriving in

Clarksfield, the family occupied the log house for a

time. Mr. Husted afterward built a frame house in

the ••hollow," the first in the township, into which
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the family removed. This house is now occupied hy

William Reynolds. Mr. Husted became prominent

in the pioneer improvements of the township. He
died May 10, 18—. Mrs. Husted is also deceased.

The children are : Hiram, who married H. A. Sloeum,

of South Carolina, and died there; Edward K. and

Samuel W. are dead ; Thomas F., living in Michigan:

Hoy i and Betsey are dead : Mary J., who married

George H. Signor. and lives in the hollow : (To this

lady the writer is indebted for the fact* of this family.)

Ohadiah J., who married Mary W. Hurlhutt. and

lives on lot seven, in the third section : Hester Paul,

an adopted daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Husted, came
With the family, and became un important person at

the first wedding.

Ezra Wood married Xancv Rowland, in 1810. and

reached Clarkstield, November IS, 1818. He settled on

lot number seventeen, in the second section, (this farm

is now owned by David R. Wood.) where he remained,

nearly continuously, until his death, September 18,

1875. Mrs. Wood died January 7. 1878. Ezra Wood
was an expert hunter, and a sort of missionary among
the Indians. He was connected with many early

industries in Clarkstield. The children were : Maria

C. i
who married S. R. Day. lives in Clarkstield :

David E. and William 11. are deceased ; Nathaniel E.

who married Julia A. McCord, lives in New London
township, and Daniel R., who married Mary J. Honk,

lives on the old farm, ami has three children—Ezra

J., Edwin B. and Nancy May.

Benjamin Stiles, of Daubury, Connecticut, arrived

in Clarkstield towushipon July 3. 1818. He purchased

some six hundred and forty acres of land, and located

on lot number twenty-two. in section three. His first

wife was Anna Morris, who died previous to his coming

to Ohio, and he married Hannah Trowbridge, who died

in Ohio, and he married Rhoda Hoot, who died in 1852

or '53. Benjamin Stiles died in Clarkstield in April.

1874. The children are as follows : Ann. died Feb-

ruary 9. 1841: Heury, died May 19, 1800; Joseph B.,

died September 20, 1842. and Lucy B.,died February

22. 1835 : Samuel, who married Harriet Livcrmorc.

and lives in Iowa : William W., who married Sarah

D. Tyler, and resides in Clarkstield : (This gentleman

is county commissioner.) Hannah M., who married

Alfred Mead, anil lives in Michigan, and Edniond R..

who married Angie Bruce, also lives in Michigan.

Solomon Gray came from Danbury, Connecticut,

with oxen and wagon, to Ohio, in 1818. He first

settled on the farm now owned by John Hayes. He
next located on lot number nine, where he died in

April, 1845. Mr*. Gray died a few years subsequent.

The children are : Parmclia, who married .lames

Green, ami lives on lot nine : George W.. who married

Mahalia Spurrier, and lire* on lot twenty-five, have

five children living, (Martha .1.. Jeaunette R., Ella

B.. Mi mi. Agnes and James D. ): .lames has been

twice married, am! lives on lot nine.

Aaron Rowland was born iu Danbury, Connecticut.

November. lTI'.*. January 1. K'.e.i. he married
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Deborah Dean, of Putnam county. New York, and
locating in Southeast, same county, he followed the

milling business on the Croton river, until latter part

of September. 1818, when he removed to Clarkstield,

and settled on lot number eighteen in the second sec-

tion. His family at this time consisted of wife and

six children. The journey was performed with oxen

and wagon, and some six weeks* time was consumed.

Mrs. Rowland died in December. 1800; ami Mr.

Rowland, in February. 1808. The children are :

Ezra, who married Ann Stiles : site died, and he

married Mrs. Catharine Dorun. He died in 1808.

The family live in Clarkstield. Jemima, who mar-

ried Linas Palmer, she now lives with a son in

Fitchville. William, who married Harriet Wright;

she died, and he married Abby Hickman, and lives in

New York city. Wildman, who married Harmony
Blair and now lives in Oberlin, Ohio. Tamazon, who

married Samuel Husted: after his death she married

Martin Pulver, and lives in Clarkstield. Betsey, who

married Joseph Stiles, who died, and she became the

wife of Thomas Pelton. now living in Berlin. Erie

county. Ohio. Charles, who married Lucy Seagur,

and after her death, Jane Grey, and now lives in New
Loudon, this county; and Daniel, who married Har-

riet Chaffee, and now lives on the old homestead in

Clarkslield township.

Obadiah Jcnney whose nativity was New Bedford,

Miissachusetts. left Cavuga county. New York, for

Ohio early in March, 1818. and with a horse and cut-

ter, made the journey in an incredibly short time,

arriving iu Clarkstield township on March 11th. He
I was a mill wright, and the following summer, assisted

in building the mills at the hollow. On December

25. 1821. he married Miss Hester Paul. He had,

previous to this time, bought one hundred acres

of land in lot fourteen iu the third section. In

1825, he removed to Norwalk, and in 1828. he

bought the hotel, at the village, known as the Mansion

House. He is yet living living in Norwalk. The
children are: Kliza A., who is deceased; Enoch S.,

who now lives in California: Cornelia, deceased; Ce-

celia, who resides at home; Mary and John are de-

ceased: William II. and Frank L.. (twins) the former

was a physician, and is deceased: the latter married

C. L. Loverien. and resides in Kansas City.

In July, 1819, two brothers. Eli and Ebene/.er

Itanium, arrived in Clarkstield township from Dan-

burv, Connecticut. Eli settled on the farm now 0C-

cupied bv Mrs. Collin-, where he remained a number

of years: eventually, however, he removed to Nowalk.

He was superintendent of the county infirmary, where

he died. Mrs. Harnum i- now deceased. The chil-

dren are: Levi, Horace. David. Henry. Lucy and

Mary. El>enezer. located on the farm now owned by-

Mrs. Fisher, and after a short time, removed to the

farm now occupied by Ransom Camp, where be set tied

permanently. Iu 1857, he removed to the ••hollow"

where he died March 4. 1808. Mis. Baruuni is >till

;
living, and in the enjoyment of her faculties, although
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eighty-one years of age. The family consist of

Francis and Mary wlio died in infancy, prior to locat-

ing in Ohio; John X., who married Catharine B.

Cruxford resides at the "hollow." He has been en-

gaged in merchandizing for the past twenty-five year*.

Joseph S.. who married Sally A. Bacon, und lives in

Missouri; William L., who married Maria Scott, spul

lives in Ontario, Indiana; Stephen 0.. who married

Lncinda A. Norton, and lives in Memphis, Missouri;

KbcnezerM., Jr., who died in infancy: and Sarah A.,

who married Levi Stuck, and died in Missouri.

A few years subsequent to the arrival of Eli and

Kbeiiezer, a third brother. Levi, came. Resettled on

lot number twelve where he died many years since.

His wife is now deceased. Children: Mary A., who

married William A. Patch, and lives on the old farm:

Elizabeth, who married 0. 1'. Furlong, and lives in

Tennessee; Fanny, who married Hiram Smith, and

ives in Xorwalk; Thomas is dead: Joanna, who mar-

ried John Lucas, and lives in Detroit, Michigan;

Margaret, who married Harriet Bentley, and lives in

Wakeman. and Catharine, who married Wilson Cur-

tiss, and now lives in Michigan.

Kzra Wildman came from Danbnry to Ohio in 1820.

His wife was Anna Hoyt, daughter of one of the pro-

prietors of the township, who had received from her

father a deed for one-half of lot number nine in the

third section. Mr. Wildman purchased the remainder

of the lot, and in 1828. located his family thereon.

He died February 20, 1858; age eighty-three years.

Mrs. Wildman died on the 10th of the following

June, at the age of seventy-nine years. The family

were: Mary Ann; who married Daniel Stone, and lives

in Clarkstield; William H., who is now living with

his second wife, occupies the old homestead: Frederick

A., who married Marietta Patch. He was a cap-

tain in the Union army during the rebellion. (His

family ure three sons aud two daughters.) The
next child of Ezra Wildman was Cornelia E., who

married Alfred 11. Segur, and lives in Xorwalk. A
sister, the eldest of the family, died prior to removal

to Ohio.

Three brothers—Sherman. Clark A. and Major

Smith, came to Huron county in the fall of 1815.

Their parents, Elisha and Margaret Mathews Smith

had removed from Bristol. Connecticut, to Springfield.

Clarke county, Ohio, in 1810, and three years later

both died, and the three children came north, us

stated. Sherman was aged twenty, Clark eighteen,

and Major six years; a sister. Betsey, aged twelve

years, was left with stranger-friends at Springfield.

Sherman contracted for land in New London town-

ship, upon which he erected a log house, and theu

sent for the sister, who came on and kept house for

the boys. The following spring the house and its con-

tents were burned.

In 1821, finding that a good title could not be ob-

tained, the land was given up. Clark had died in the

meantime, and Sherman bought seventy-one acres of

land in lot two, section four; built a log house and

frame barn, (the third in the township); married Car-

oline Knapp, and began in earnest the work of acquir-

ing a competency. Major continued to live with him
i until he. too, married. His wife was Eliza Kuapp.

They live in Clarkslield: have had one child, now
deceased. Sherman subsequently purchased the farm

in lot six, where he now resides. The children are:

Saralfc who married George Bissell. and lives in New
London; Saba, who married) Benjamin F. Fanning,

lives in Clarkstield: Mina, who married (i. A.

Fox, and lives in New London, and Emetine, who
married Andrew.I. Blackmail, and lives in Clarkstield.

The sister, Betsey, married Lotus Barrett, of New
London, and died, leaving two children.

Eli Segur, at an earlv date, settled on the farm now

i occupied by Isaac Johns, where he died. The wife
:

died in Bronson township. None of the family are

I now living in the county. The children's names are:

Mary Ann. Alfred R., All*trt W.. Amarillas, Lucy,

and perhaps one other.

Asa Wheeler was the most frequently settled man
in the township, never remaining more than a year or

two in one place. He finally died on the farm uow

occupied by S. Ronk. Of his family Lnvina and

Bathia are deceased; Anson W. and Lemuel live in

Kansas.

Abram Gray came from Connecticut to Ohio, arriv-

ing in Clarkstield. September 14. 1825. He settled on

the farm now owned by Hiram Fierce, which he cleared

ami upon which he died, March 7. 1842. Mrs. (tray

died June 20. 1844. Children: Smith S., deceased;

Krastus. who married Eliza Barker, lives in Norwalk;

! Deborah, who married E. K. dusted also lives in

Norwalk; Peter S., who married Alice ixuapp. lives

in Iowa: Lydia. win mimed S. S. Barnes, lives

in Clarkstield; Parmet in Ann, Sarah and Harriet are

dead. Samuel D.. who married Anna C. Husted. and

lives in Clarkstield. and Hiram 11. , who married Jane

Rogers, and live-, in Kansas.

Nathan Harris came from Genessee county, New
York, to Jessup. now Florence township. Erie county.

Ohio, in 1815. arriving on October 2»>th; next went to

Berlin township, and in 1847 to Lake county. Indi-

ana, where he died. Mrs. Harris died in 1845. The
children are: Anna. Thomas, Hiram. Hiram, 2d, who

married Betsey Hendrick, has five children, and re-

sides at the ceuter of Clarkstield: Emma, Betsey,

Maria, and Harriet. Nathan Harris was one of the

men who laid out the road from Florence center to

Norwalk.

KIKST KVKVTS.

The pioneer baby in Clarkstield township was a son

to Benjamin and Hannah Stiles. This event, in the

annals of our infant colony, occurred on November

! 13. 1818. The infant was christened Samuel, grew

to manhood, married Miss Harriet Liverniore and

removed to Iowa, in which State lie uow resides.

The first couple married in the township was Obu-

diah Jenney and Hester Paul, an adopted daughter
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of Mr. iiii<l Mrs. Samuel Husted. The contract was

solemnized by Benjamin Stiles, Eso,., at the residence

of the bride's father, December 25, 1821. This

couple are now living iu Norwalk. where they occupy

a resjiectable position in society.

The lir-t death that occurred iu the township was

Ephraim, a youth some twelve yens of age. the son

of Kli and Jane Seger. He was picking up claps to

put on a log heap, and was bitten by a rattlesnake.

The hoy WM warm by previous exertion, and the

virus took immediate effect, rendering every effort to

save him ineffectual. He died on the third day after-

ward.

Soon after this. Henry Vandevere, while chopping,

perceiving a cow feeding just within the range of the

tree he was about to fell {and which had already

started to fall), ran to drive her away, but was eaught

by tljc tree-top and crushed in a horrible manner.

Horace Bodwell was drowned in a well, in the sum-

mer of 1820.

A post office was established in dark-field town-

ship (at the hollow), in the winter of 1*19-20. with

Smith Starr as postmaster, who continued to occupy

the position many years. A mail route was laid out

from Xorwalk to Medina—a Frenchman, named

Seboo, carrying the mail through the woods on foot,

between these points. <«. VY. Jerauld is the present

postmaster.

Another post office was estahlished in the eastern

portion of the township, some years since. James

Daley is the present jx>stmaster, the office being loca-

ted at his residence, on lot eleven, in the second

section.

The first brick building in the township was built

by a man named Meat!, and stood east of the hollow.

The first orchard in the township was planted by

Obadiah Jenney, in the year 1821. This was on the

bottom, and known as the stone farm, and consisted

of some fifty trees.

The first trading establishment, if it be worth the

name, was opened by R. T. Huyck, in "the hollow.'*

He sold rum, a few articles of stoneware and a trilling

amount of groceries The rum was good for men to

get drunk on and but little else. The present stores

are: J. X. Hamum ami Hufns Curtis*, dry goods,

and P. W. Finch, drugs.

ormaxizatiox.

The political organization of the township, like

that of all others in the State, involves no special in-

terest. It was first recognized by being attached to

New London. A few year- later Clark-field and Can-

terbury constituted one township, anil continued for

some years longer, when each assumed a distinct or-

ganization. The records of the township are imper-

fect; in fact, the writer has been obliged to compile

much of the early history of thi* township from the

" memoirs'" written b\ Benjamin Benson and K. M.

Barntini.

In April, 1833, the following named persons were

elected township officers: A. Rowland, Josiah Kil-

bnm.and Benjamin Carman, trustees: Levi Hani um,
clerk:" Jason Thayer, William Howard, overseers of

the poor: Ziba Thayer. James White, fence viewers;

Eli Segur, Smith Starr, appraisers and listers; Eli

Barnum, Xathan Miner, constables; Josiah Kilborn.

Joseph Osier. Levi Barnutn. Eli Segur, Eli Rain urn,

Ira Peck, Stephen Post, Smith Starr, and Allen

Blackmail, supervisors. Benjamin Stiles was elected

a justice of the peace in 1820 (December), and

Ohedinh Jenney had acted as township clerk previous

i to the election above mentioned. In early times, in

the selection of candidates for office, little was urged

but weight of character and fitness for the place pro-

mised, and of which most were capable of judging,

consequently there were but few causes for strife and

debate.

The officers for 18?N were; L. F. liecrs, Henry
i Haves, and A. J. Gridley, trustees: M. T. Stiles,

clerk: G. W. Jerauld, treasurer: S. Long, assessor;

Loren Spurrier, Constable; Myron Rogers and A. J.

Blackmail, justices of the peace.

< ui kches.

Immediately after Samuel Uusted became settled

in his wilderness home he began holding religious

service there on the Sabbath. He was of the Pres-

byterian faith, and had brought with him from his

far-away eastern home some volumes of sermons, from

which he read. Meetings were held at his house

until it became too small to accommodate the in-

creased attendance, and afterwauls iu the school

house.

Alvin Coe and William Westlake, the former a

Presbyterian and the latter a Methodist minister,

were the first preachers who visited the township.

The first church organization was that of the Congre-

gationalists. This took place on October 24, 1822.

I

No early records of this church are now iu existence.

|

Among the first menders were Samuel Husted. E. K.

Hutted, and Rhoda Stiles. The first minister to

locate was Re\. Xenophon Betts. Then followed

Paine, Wilcox. Todd. Peuticld. Slicpard, etc. Rev.

A. A. Grossman, now of Monroeville. was ordained

pastor of this church in 187.V Rev. J. M. Frazier

snccc-ded him in 18tii, and still labors there. The

present church officers are: Martin Palmer and Wil-

liam Adams, deacons; Mrs. fr\ JL Hayes, clerk; J.

X. Barnum, treasurer; O. J. Husted, F. E. Wildman,

j

and A. S. Adams, trustees; Thomas Rowland, super-

intendent. Average attendance at Sabbath school,

fifty. In 18'!5, the church at the hollow was begun,

ami finished two year- later. The upper room was

finished and occupied sooner than this. Do not know

the cost.

In about 1*22, a Methodist church was formed in

i the south part of Clark-field, but the membership was

almost entirely from Xew London township, to which

, township the sketch of this church la-longs though
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the Hue brick church built in 1875 is located in

Clarkstield.

The second class of this denomination was formed

at the "hollow" as early as 1825. The following are

all that can now be remembered of the first class:

Abram Gray and Anna, his wife; Andrew McMillan

und Effie. his wife: Harvey Smith and Maria, his

wife ; and Nancy N'ickerson. Meetings were first

held at the residence of Abram Gray, and from there

to the school house iu the "hollow." In about 1835.

the present church was built. This has been im-

proved since. The Rev. Mr. Hazard is thought to

have been the first resident minister. The present

pastor is Rev. Hiram Royce. The present church

officers are: Barney Cooper, Joseph Stiles and Sam-

uel 1). Gray, trustees; William E. Starr, superin-

tendent of Sabbath school. The average attendance

of children is fifty. Present church membership,

seventy-five.

The East Clarkstield Methodist Episcopal church

was formed in 1837 or '38. The following are

the constituent members: Alexander Twaddle (who

was t lie first class leader). Sarah Twaddle, Henry

8. Barnes, Lydia Barnes. Artnou Rusco, Surah

Rusco, E. B. Xickerson, Nancy Xickerson, Elizabeth

Twaddle, Charles and Jennie Blackmail, Patience

Gilford and Adam Shank. Meetings were first held

in the houses of Alexander Twaddle and others, anil

afterward in a log school house standing on lot one in

the second section, upon the same site the present

church stands. This was dedicated iu June, 1870.

Its cost was two thousand dollars. The first minister

was James Brewster. The present is Rev. Edward

L. Warner. Church officers: Aaron Rowland, William

Phillips, Thomas Burrows. Gibs Scott. Jacob Meyers

ami Philander Barrett, trustees: H. S. Barnes, Wil-

liam Tewilligcr and .John Hand, class leaders. Aver-

age attendance at Sabbath school, seventy. Superin-

tendent, Ashley Barnes. Membership of church, one

hundred and twenty.

There was at one time a large and prosi>erous Bap-

tist church in the township. Many of the early

settlers were members of it, hut it passed out of

existence many years since.

schools.

Coming, as the first settlers did. from Xew Eng-

land, they early appreciated the advantages of educa-

tion, and two years after the beginning of the settle-

ment, a log school house was erected. This stood,

perhaps, sixty rods south of the "hollow," and in it

Miss Abzina Barker taught a term of school. This

was supported by the inhabitants, who paid according

to the number of children sent to school. This

"dome of learning" remained for a few years and was

burned, it is believed by some of the enterprising {'?)

young men, then infesting the "hollow." A frame

school house was soon after erected, and about the

same time another was built on the west side of Ver-

million river, in what was then called the "Stilet set-

tlement," and others were built according to the

wants of the settlement. In those early times, the

scholars made but little progress, as the schools

were not continued for more than three months in

the year, so that what instruction they gained dur-

ing the term was generally lost during the long vaca-

tion that followed.
»

SOCIETIES.

Clarkstield Grange, No. 1174, P. of II-., was

organized April 18. 1875, with the following charter

members :
('. C. Clark ami wife, E. M. Day and wifo,

J. M. Rogers and wife, John J. Dunning and wife,

D. K. Winans and wife, J. Knupp and wife. J. M.

Tattle and wife, L. Gibson and wife, M. Gregory,

Mrs. Sarah Day, Miss Harriet Rogers, A. Colliug-

wood, L. Johnson, F. Wildman and wife, Henry

Hardy and daughter. The society has convened,

from its organization, at the residence of J. M. Tuttle,
' once each month, on the Saturday evening preceding

the full moon. The total membership is now (187k)

sixteen. The officers for 1878 are: C. C. Clark,

master ; J. M. Tuttle. overseer ; D. K.. Winans, lec-

turer; Mrs. ('. A. Day, chaplain : A. Collingwood,

steward : J. M. Rogers, assistant steward : E. M.

Day, secretary; M. Gregory, treasurer; L. Gibson,

gate-keeper : Mrs. C. C. Clark. Pomona : Mrs. Sarah

Day. Flora : Miss Hattie Rogers. Ceres ; Mrs. Anna
Colllingwood. lady assistant steward.

The temperance society, known as Good Templars,

have twice organized in the township, and became
flourishing and promising, bat the interest would sub-

side, and the operations of the order finally ceased.

IXKI STIIIAL I'l RSl ITS.

The first of the manufacturing industries in

j

Clarkstield township was a grist mill, built by Samuel

[lusted, in the year 1818. It was small, substantially

built, and had one run of stone. Before this mill was

built, the settlers had their grinding done at Merry's

mill, in Milan, a distance of fourteen miles, and

sometimes in Richland county, which was much
farther.

The present L'list mill at the hollow, was built as

early as early as 1838. by Messrs. Squires and Eawtou.

It was purchased by the present owners, Messrs.

Hayes and Burmi in. in 1877. they paying for the

property (grist and saw mill) six thousand live hun-

dred dollars. The grist mill has three run of stone,

and is thoroughly equipped throughout.

In 1821, Smith Starr erected the first saw mill in

the township. It was propelled, as was the grist mill,

by the water of the Vermillion river.

A few years after the beginning of the settlement,

a whisky still went into operation nt the "hollow."

A -croud distillery was established at " Hayesville,"

as early as 1827. Percey, Wheeler and Johnson were

the projectors of it. and it Was iu operation but a few

years.
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A "pocket" furnace was started at the "hollow"

quite early, ami did quite a business for, perhaps,

ten years, casting divers small articles.

The first tannery was started at-the "hollow** by

Omar Nickerson, as early, it is believed, as 1820. It

stood a short distance west of the site of the present

grist mill, and was in operation, under different man-

agements, until about 1850.

Sherman Smith built a second one, on lot two, in

the fourth section, in 182'i. He continued in the

business until 1858.

There are two cheese factories in the township, the

first of which is located on the comer of lot thirteen,

in the second section, and is, wc learn, now operated

by Horr, Warner and Company, of Wellington, Lorain

county.

The second was established by Dorr Twaddle, in

1875.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

Mr. Sherman Smith Mrs. Sherman Smith.

SHERMAN SMITH AND WIFE.

Sherman Smith, now a resident of the township of

Clarksfield, Huron County, Ohio, was born in the

State of Connecticut, Hartford county. September 24,
lT'J.V His pannts were both natives of the same

State, nis father, Mr. Elisha Smith, was born in

Plymouth, Hartford county, in 1*00; his mother,

Margaret, daughter of Moses Matthews, of the same

conntv and State, was born in KT'I. They w»- re mar-

ried in K'.i4. Elisha Smith was by trade a blacksmith.

In l*"">. he and his family moved to Onondaga county.

New York, about eight miles southwest of where

no* is the city of Syracuse; and in 1811, with a team

and wagon, the family, now Consisting of Mr. Smith,

wife, three sonsand one daughter, started for Southern

Ohio by way of Buffalo, New York, to Krie. Pennsyl-

vania, thence aero** the wilderness to a place called

Beef, on the Alleghany nvcr, where a boat was pur-

chased, and all. team, wagon aiud family shipped

aboard to Pittsburgh; theme down the beautiful Ohio

to Cincinnati, then only a small village of less than

two thousand *i\ hundred inhabitants thence bv

team, seventy-five miles to Springfield, Clark county,

Ohio: having been more than forty days making this

journey to their western home. During the war of

1812-14, he served as an artificer, shoeing oxen and

horses. He died September, 1814, his wife having

died July "JSth of the same year.

Sherman Smith was the eldest of this family of

orphan children, and had seen service for six mouths

in the army.

His brother, C. Austin, was bom in Connecticut

August, 1797, and died in New London August. 182T.

His widow, now a widow of Squire Harrett, lives in

Huron, Ohio.

His sister, Betsey, was, boraJnly, 18<>'2, in Connecti-

cut: was the first wife of Capt. '/„ Barrett (ami

mother to Philander and Smith Harrett). died in New
London, Ohio, May 25, 1830, His youngest brother.

Major, was born August IT. 1 SOIt, in Ouotidaiga

county, New York, and now resides in Clarkstield.

Huron county, Ohio. These three brothers, in the

fall of lsio, {in company with J. P. Case and family,

Simeon Munsou and family and other*), came and

settled in New London, uu the farm now owned bv
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George Jcnney. Sherman, now twenty year? of age,

acted as both parent ami guardian to and for his

younger brothers. The patient endurance, labor,

eold, hunger and a thousand wants poorly supplied,

none, save those similarly placed, can or ever will

realize. Major has told the biographer that for yean
the only garment of clothing he wore, was made of

domestic tanned buck or deer-skns!

His sister, Betsey, did not come to New London

with her brothers. She had been, upon the death of

her parents in 18U, bound out to a Baptist preacher

by the name of Michael French, who, according to

the sayings of those who knew, was "a better judge

of the horse and horse-trading, and drinking whisky

than he was of preaching the gospel,'' and the girl

was very ill treated iu this family; and in July,

1818, her brother, Sherman, resolved on her rescue

from worst? than negro bondage, and bravely did he

steal, (if such a word may be employed for so noble

an act,) and, on an old horse which she rode, and lie on

foot whipping the old jaded animal through the

woods, did both, after many hungry and weary days

and nights, arrive in New London. He was pursued,

and at home arrested for kidnapping his sister.

While under arrest, upon the giving of his individual

note to French, for the sum of one hundred dollars,

he was released. The note was never collected.

In the spring of 1819, while all the family were

absent, (Betsey visiting at A. Miner's, and the boys

at a raising of a jtotash factory for Dr. Samuel Day.)

the house and its contents, including the township

and family records, were entirely consumed. I'pon

the organization of New London in 1817, Sherman
was made township clerk, which office he held till

18*«.

HIS WIFE,

Miss Caroline Knapp, daughter of John Knapp. was

born in Fairfield county, Connecticut, August 9,

1809: came with her stepfather. Mr. Simeon Hoyt,

in October, 1817, and began living on lot number

six, section four, in the township of Clarksfield, ami

she and Mr. Smith now live on the same. Sherman

Smith and Caroline Knapp were married in New
London, Ohio, by Isaac P. Case, October IT. 1815.

Sherman now sold to his brother, Austin, his place

in New Loudon, and he and his wife went into the

woods iu Clarksfield, on lot number two. fourth sec-

tion, where James M. Crandall now resides. They

cleared up this farm, and remained on it till 18<'>2,

since which time they have lived at their present

house. This couple have lived )on<r, peaceably and

happily together, and are the parents of four as good

and respectable girls and women as the county is

proud of as citizens. The children are: Sarah, (now

Mrs. Col. George Bissell) bom April 5, 1827, and

married October 15, 1842. and lives in New London.

Sabra (now Mrs. B. G. Fanning living in Clarksfield),

born January 12, 1829. and wa- married July 4, 184ti.

Mina(now Mrs. G. A. Fox, of New London), born

December 27, 1831, and was married September 25,

1848. Emeline (now the wife of Andrew J. Black-

man, Esq., of Clarksfield), born April 10, 1834, and
was married September 1. 1856,

Mrs. Smith is now a healthy, handsome, well pre-

served old lady; very prord of her aged and kind,

generous and benevolent husband, and, if possible,

manifests more satisfaction in being the mother of

Jour so good, healthy and rt spcctahle daughters, (and

the daughters love and are equally proud of their

parents).

She requested her biographer to say for her: "I

have brought up four as yood and respectable girls as

were ever raised; and I never compelled one of them
to go to a Sabbath school a single day, but I left them
entirely at liberty to go or not to go as they chose."

And, when enquired as to what church she belonged,

replied: "To Dr. Skei.lknuer's Chi roh."

As pioneers, the family experienced much of its

privations, including education and much of the joys,

and pleasures and happiness known and enjoyed

in the earliest days of the first settlers. Mr. Smith,

now almost eighty-four years of age, does his labor on

the farm, and enjoys excellent health. He has filled

honestly and well several public positions, and is a

pensioner. One of the qualities that distinguish

Mr. and Mrs. Smith is generous hospitability, ever

delightiug in the happiness and comfort of all their

many friends. Benevolent, kind, generous, industri-

ous, honest and happy, they are. May they happily

continue to live. a. d. s.

ANDREW J. BLACKMAN.

Andrew J. Blackmail was born in the township of

New London, Huron county. Ohio, at the home of

his parents at Barrett's Corners, December 10, 1830.

Simeon Blackmail, father of Andrew J., came to

the county, from Cortland county. New York, in the

spring of 1815, stopping a few months at Florence,

Erie county, then a part of Huron count v. He then

bought a farm of one hundred and fifty acres, at Bar-

rett's Corners, upon which he made a large part of

the clearing, set out an orchard and built a frame

barn. He was the son of Josiah Blackmail, who
afterwards settled in Florence township. He was the

sixth of a family of nine children, but three of whom
are now living, though all attained a fair old age.

He was bnt seventeen years of age wReu he came to

Ohio. His death occurred in May. 1864 He was

married, in 1824, to the sixth child of Philander Bar-

rett. She came to Ohio, from Ontario county. New
York, in 1822, her father having did previously.

She was twenty-one years of age when she came to

the Slate. Immediately after marriage, they com-

menced housekeeping on the farm at Barrett'- Corners,

where they remained until 1833. and where live chil-

dren were born to them, viz: Stephen, who died in
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infancy, Orinda, Elvira. Wealthy A. and Andrew J.

They then bought a farm in Russia township. Lorain

county, where they lived two wars and where Another

daughter, Mary A., was born. They went from there

to Huron. Erie county, where they bought a prairie

farm, but, it being a sickly location at that time, they

remained but two vears, when thev bought a farm in

Vermilliou township. Erie county. This farm proved

to be a poor one, and two Tears later it was traded for

a farm of one hundred and twenty-five acre-, in

Clurksfield township, on which they immediately

moved, and where they resided until the death of

Mr. Black nun, in 1804. While at Vermillion, another

sou. George W.. was born: and a son was also born

after their removal to ('larksfield. The latter died

in infancy. The others are all living at the present

time. Their mother is also still living.

Andrew .1. Blackmail lived with his parents until

he wa$ twenty-one years of age. He had the privi-

leges of a common school education, and a term at

Oberlin college. On arriving at age, he began mak-
ing efforts to secure a home of his own. at which he

continued with reasonable success. On the first dav

of September. 1855, he married Miss Emeline S.

Smith, of ('larksfield. She remained with her parents

two years after her marriage, during whieh time Mr.

Blackmail worked his father's farm. On August 30,

L85T, a son. Sherman F., was born to them. In the

fall of they began housekeeping on his father's

place. In the spring of 185S, Mr. Bluckman bought

sixty acres of the farm he now owns, for one thousand

three hundred and fifty dollars, it being new and

with no buildings, except a log house and two log

barns. They 'moved into the log house in the follow-

ing November, where they lived humble and contented

lives for nine years, inuking improvements and such

additions to the farm as they were able to do.

A daughter, Emma P.. was born in April. 1864.

They have had but the two children mentioned

above.

In the summer and fall of 1887 their present resi-

dence was bllilt. ami in February, 184*8, they vacated

the old loir house, not with the expectation of an in-

creased measure of happiness, lint i<< satisfy an aspira-

tion they had of always looking forward to something

better. To say that nil has been accomplished that

was looked forward to. would be folly, yet. all things

considered, they are not despondent on account of

failures, nor yet flattered by success.

In regard to his services in public life. Mr. Black-

mail has liceii elected to all the town*hip offices, ex-

cept clerk and treasurer. He has been a justice of

the peace all the time since he was twenty-seven years

of age. with the exception of four years, and is now
attending to the duties of that ofiice. In politics, he

is a republican.

Mrs. Emeline S. Blackmail, wife of Andrew J.,

Was born April 1<». 1834, at Clarksflcld, Huron county.

She is the youngest of a family of four daughters,

viz: Sarah, Sabru, Miua and Kmelitie S.. all of w]

are now living. Her father, Sherman Smith, came

from Springfield. Ohio, to Huron county, in its

earliest settlement. He first settled in New Londou,

but shortly after moved to ( larksfield, where he ban

since resided. He is now living, a hale old man. in

|

his eighty-fourth year. His wife, who is still living,

came from Oanbiirv, Connecticut, with her mother

and stepfather, when she was but eight years of age.

Her maiden name was Caroline Kuapp.

Neither Mr. nor Mrs. Blackmail have ever joined a

church or secret society, nor have they or their chil-

dren been addicted to the use of strong drinks of any

kind, or to the use of tobacco in any form.

Mr. Blackmail's success in life is mainly to lie

attributed to a strict sense of justice, to reasonable

economy and rigid industry.

EDWIN W. CUNNINGHAM.

Born in 1N42. he is the youngest son of Hiram

May and Eunice Cunningham, His father settled in

I

Clarksfield in 1 S3S. and HI win's place of birth was

at the old Cunningham homestead, where his father

toiled many wearisome years to make it the beautiful

home it became before Edwin left its shelter. Mr.

Cunningham senior purchased bis land in the second

section, known a* lots twenty-one and parts of lots

sixteen and twenty-two, the extent of his purchase

being a little RIOre than two hundred acres, for which

he paid four hundred and fourteen dollars and seven-

ty-five cents. He lived in Clark-field until the time

of his death. July II. 18©!. His was a quiet, useful,

and unostentatious life. He Micvcd in the advan-

tage of a good education, and aided llis children in

this direction lo the full extent of his ability. Edwin

began hw collegiate course at Baldwin University m
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I860, where he completed his junior year. In the

fall of 18»i.
r
i he went to Hillsdale, Michigan, and in

June of lf*r,fi he graduated with honors. As a stu-

dent, while he was perhaps less industrious than

others of his classmates, h>? scarcely ever apjHjarcd in

recitation without having gained a ready mastery of

the subjects to be recited. His mind was then, and

if still, of an analytical turn and <piick of comprehen-

sion, and it scarcely ever grappled with a subject or

problem which it did not quickly understand or solve.

His classmates were often puzzle 1 over the question:

" How is it that Ed. masters with so little effort what

it costs ns so many anxious, toilsome hours to over-

come? " As a scholar he excelled iti mathematics and

the natural and mental sciences. The very fact of

his easy mastery of his lessons made him a little care-

less of the details of the subject in hand. Under-

standing the main features clearly, the minor ones

would often escape big attention. But for this fault,

no fellow-student of his could possibly have equalled

him in excellence of recitation, for none excelled him

in talent. Leaving Hillsdale after his graduation, he

returned to Clarksfleld, and March 18, 1867, was

united in marriage with Miss Delwrah Rowland,

daughter of Ezra and Catharine Rowland, pioneer

settlers in Clarksfield. The attachment which thus

happily culminated in marriage was formed before

Edwin had left his father's home to prosecute his

studies in Baldwin University. Thrown in the soci-

ety of other young ladies, some of them the fairest of

the fair, still, through all the years of his almost

constant absence from his tirst love, his fidelity re-

mained unshaken. This constancy has been rewarded

by the happiness which has ever characterized his

home life: a happiness which we feel safe in saying

has never known a single disturbing element, save

that which has come in the line of domestic affliction,

the tendency of which is always to cement still more

closely the bond which unites two hearts in one.

After his marriage Mr. Cunningham taught for one

year, assisted by his wife, the public schools of Milan.

He then went to Urbana, Illinois, where three of his

brothers were residing, and secured the position of

superintendent of the public schools of that city.

His leisure hours he gave to the study of law. In

June of 1869 he was admitted to practice by the su-

preme court of Illinois, and in the following month

removed to Kmporia, Kansas, where he has since re-

sided, ne and the writer were in partnership for a

short time in the law and real-estate business. In the

spring of 1870 he was elected police judge and held

the office two years. In 1873 he was elected to the

office of probate judge, which position he filled for

six years with great acceptability. The republicans

nominated him for representative to the State legis-

lature in 1878, but he was defeated by a few votes,

the greenbaekers uniting with the democrats for this

purpose.

He is a prominent member of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church of Emporia, and was chosen lay dele-

gate to the general convention of that church which

convened at Baltimore in 1876.

He has four children living: Maud, born January

18, 1868; Mabel, Decernl^r 11, 1871 ; Ella, June 24,

1875; Ralph EL, May 27, 1878.
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SHERMAN.

ORIGINAL OW .VERS.

FOB explanation of t lie following table the reader is

referred to the history of Wakeman township:

SHERMAN'. TOW S Nt MHEK THREE. IN THE TWENTY-
FO t'RTH RANGE.

CuuuMni-ATiim No 1. StcTio* 1

Original Grantert Am't Lttu. Am't Clautd,

£ • d. £ j. d.

J.>hn Sauiider*
Daul Flneh. 2 lixuw*

441 1H 10 Hr**ijheuUKkwood 441 I

H

10
144 u 1*4 14 '

Seth Seruiour ih'n 1X7 4 i 157 4 I

fir 1 1
• > * 9

>Ut!h*w Mrih'rY NT 1

'i

at % 1 U
Nathan Mallery is; 18

44 u: 14 0
Jo*iah Tbalclier 401) i. H 41 IS 7
Matthew Keeler 115 to m M 10) 0 i>

Mary »'"'tb 17 5 0 «• • •

17 3 0
Tbomai Fttch 3S7 14

»
1

1

10 iou
Th.nua* Fiteh » h'rs 415 3 r

•* 44
11 IT »Hannah Fitch's li ra HI « 1 H

Hannah Brown C I i i: "i

Man Ro»orte « 10 0 M 8 It a
Nathan A> am* 14 0 0 14 n 0
Piiuiel Lvnuui 3fi*

44 l»t 3 It
Nathan Jarri* 479 t. 6» 11 3

Footing of C'laiaiflcatton No 1 £1.344 7 0

CLAsairtcinox No. 4. SEcnost 4

Orfplmri OMMliw. Am't Lom Clwai/led by. Am
£ ». d £ it

Peter Betls i*o 6 lilt, Samuel Middlebrook 11 a
Beth Alit^lt 7 3 ,. 53

Rii'hanl liuimiuc H N r»
it ••

4fi i« «
Nathan Hyatt. Jr, » l« M 49 19 II

Joneph i UniMead
Jait. Small Olro*tead

1

1 1
H 4 - 0

1 IN •• 8 11 •
KluuitK-tli Koi^-r* 44" : i 0 M 448 14 0
Jainex Ulmiltead '.i 1

44 7 9 0
Sarah Dciirhnuw i

• *
ti 1 4

.lame- Keeler - 4

i

44 H H 4 -

Thaddus Morehouw i

« * a 0
I»-iuiiel I'.t. - -k- 4*7 : i

.. . SK7 15 4
EUiabWh Fitch 111 5 10 • •->

tiniilel Gregory IN !« » It I'- 8
Stephen Keeler, Jr 45 1 a 45 ll 3
11«> l«l Heed na 7 4 ** •• Kt 4
Solomon Morehouse s 11

«. •» 5 11 0
Natlian Hovt
Jedediah Brown

im 4 'i
M 1*) 4 •

!'l.' 7 0 H • • UK : 1
Je.iediah Rayin..ti<l 45 8 3 »» • • 45 - 3
Jer>'iiuah Webb a 0 M It a 11

William Ravmond 0 0 « .» II 0
Samuel MMdlehrook 14 9 II

I
14 '.1 11

Ejb*MMT Whitney It* n t M M 94 M

Footing of C tlon No 4. £1.344 7 0

CLM4nPK4.1W« No 3, Sktion 3

Original (irnnir*-*. An 1 Clowned b*. am i fTntml
d. £ » rf.

Stephen Whitney 19 a n Turlor Sh< unaD 19 5 0
H-/.ekiab K«yni'>nd 154 14 I

•a 154 14 4
M'-f" Kavmond 5 i' 0 5 ii 0
Itifbanl \ ..uiu,-!. 31

i:

5 a* • M 3 si

S<>l<<ninn Whltmore 17 « la at
17 17 •

Iiavnl Boalt 3 in '• Id a a 19 a
Samuel Man in 319 3 111

•»
3!!< 3 10

J..hn Jockwood. Jr.

I'rlah Raynuiiid
14 M 449 1

1

"Hm 11 Ml 11 i\
Jeue Ilr.iw ii 44 0 M H 0 1
Su«ni;ati Butb-r S 10 0 4.

in ii

.T<weph Whitney 1".' 11 a aa 1^4 It .•

Uavtd Seymour 3 » 0 H a 19 I
J"hn Sevmour. Jr IM IB fi

4.
Ml 19 «4

Ollhert Bryant 19 13 o H IS ^4

F- •time of riawiirieatlou No 1. I1JM4 7 0

*

CLIAHIPU ATION NO i, HecTION \

Original flranltf. Ai»ILa*». A>n'< Clasnrrt

• $. rf. X 1. d
Ellakini Raymond Eliakim and George
tWO loHftfg an 5 a Raymond 3714 3 3

Adle Close's Adm'r 49 3 10 George Raymond 13 11 a
Jnmr* Ferris 44 13 3 17 3 18
Alio GreifS 41 14 1 17 4 a
Enna Ixx.'fcwood 13 15 11 8 0 a
TbeophllUsi Luckw'd 4 0 0 *• i a 0 0
Shadrath Mead 44 0 0 17 fl i

Edos Mead 14 14 5 5 IS s
J.uiatb n i Ambrosi
RevJKildl '

81 1 7 "
!!

8 l 4
Gold John Sellick 1.1 |H 0 3 0
John Srym..ur 315 5 JauieM Seymour 345 3 0
Nath'l Raymond. Jr 144 B h N lh'l Raymoud. Jr 144 1
John Kell.itfK- 7B 9 John KelI.«K 7«i » rNath'l Beneiii. t. Jr 154 1 Na'b'l Benedict, Jr 154 1

Widow Abigail and Widow Hanmih
Jonathan BulkJey

Jiwiah Wentworth
54
151

17

H
3

0 Nath'l Raymond. Jr. ift

17

7

3m
Footing off a.sallleation No. 4. £1 344 7 0

SAME.

Sherman is township number three, in range twenty-

four, and is hounded as follows: on the north by

Lyme township, south by Norwich township, east by

Peru township, and west by the townships of Thomp-
son and Heed, in Seneca county. It was named in

honor of Taylor Sherman, Esij.. one of the directors

of the Fire-lands Company, and originally a large

land holder in the township. The name was given at

a meeting of the directors, held at New Haven. Con-

necticut, November 9. 1808. At this time the lands

were divided by lot among those holding "sufferer's"

claims.

The surface is generally level, and the soil princi-

pally clay. Along the borders of the streams it is

mixed with yellow sand, and is easily tilled. Away
from the streams the soil is harder to work, hut is

productive, and improves very much with proper cul-

ture. This township contains but little waste land.

SETTLEMENT,

The following is principally from the "Memoirs of

Sherman,'" by John E. La Banc:

Daniel Sherman, (son of Taylor Sherman and uncle

of General W. T. Sherman) Burwell Fitch and Samuel

Seymour, were the first white settlers of the township.

The year of their arrival was 181 "J. They were from

Norwalk, Connecticut, and the last end of their jour-

ney was over what was then known a* the I'orta^e

road, their teams being the lir-t « Inch travelled o\er it.

The tirst night after leaving N'cwcomb's, ill Bronson,

•ma "iicnt in the woods. They were not accustomed

to this sort of a life, and were disturbed and consider-

ably alarmed at the noise of the wild animals with

which the surrounding MrocMti abounded. They ini-

U84>
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mediately commenced improvement*, in the second

section. The first clearing was made on Sherman's I

land, and the next on that of Burwell Fitch. The
first house in the township was built on the land of I

the latter.

Daniel Sherman went to Lancaster in the fall of
1

1812. He returned in December, and the war having

ensued, made his home in the block house of Charles

Parker, west of Milan. There, in 1813, he married

Abby Outline, and in March, 1814, returned to his

home in Sherman township. He continued to reside

in the township until 1825. Mrs. Sherman died in
!

1821, and was buried in the township burial ground.

This was the first burial, and the second death in the
|

township. In 1824 he married Laura Hubbell, and

in February, 1825, removed to Ridgefield township, ;

locating on the farm now occupied by S. D. Fish.

Here he died September 27, 18»i4. Mrs. Sherman

died December 31, 1876. Theirchildren were as fol-

lows: Betsey, who was born November 5, 1814; mar-
j

ried C. B. Hall, and is now deceased. William S.,
[

who was born January 20, 1817, removed to Mansfield,

where he died September 24, 1876. George Edwin,

born in 181K, died July 6, 1831. Harriet E., who was

born April 24, 1825; married Sidney D. Fish, and

lives on the old homestead: and Charles W.. who was

born in 1827. and died in 1836.

Taylor Sherman visited the township which bears

his name, one season, during which he was taken with

the "lake fever." He returned to Connecticut, and

after lingering some time, he finally died from its

effects.

Burwell Fitch died in Sherman. He had four chil-

dren: Mary Ann, who married Buck Chandler, of

Bellevue. He died and she became the wife of Eph-
|

raim Fclton, of Norwich; Susan, who married Alonzo

Bus ted, of Lyme; Betsey, who married William West,

of Fairfield, and Eliza, who married William Burns

and moved to Iowa.

Samuel Seymour was killed by the Indians. (See

history of Ridgefield township.)

Most of the early settlers located in the first, third,

and fourth sections, the second not being in the

market. No particular effort was made by the orig-

inal owners to draw settlers that way, except. i>er-

haps, by the Lockwoods. In 1814, hind was held at

one dollar and fifty cents per acre. — Blanchard came*
j

this year and bought fifty acres of land. Daniel

Sherman gave him fifty acres more to induce him to

settle, and the year following he began clearing his

farm. Mr. Blanchard had no children, except a son

by adoption named Samuel, who lived for a time in

Sandusky, and from there he went Michigan. Mr.

Blanchard died in Sherman. Rufus S. Paine moved

into the township during the year 1816 or '17, and
j

bought Blanchard 'a one hundred acres, on which he

settled and lived until his death. Edwin Hanford,

an early settler, died in Sherman, leaving three

children, George, Edwin, and James. The following 1

are among the early settlors: Valorous Richardson,
j
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U. Dascomb. who had a wife, was a baker. He soon

restored to Sandusky, and from thence to the west.

William Frink, the noted hunter, after whom Frink's

run was named, had no family in Sherman. He died

many years since in Seneca county, with his trusty

rifle by his side. Captain Howard moved on to lots

eleven and sixteen in the third section at an early

date. He remained four or five years, and removed

to Hartford. James Lewis and a man named Samuel

Rice were living in the township iu 1817.

On May 1817. Jonathan Fitch left Norwalk,

Connecticut, for Ohio, iu company with Adam Swan
and John and Seth Keeler. The three horses owned
by the party were harnessed in one team, and with

this the journey was j>erformcd. Near Morristown,

New York, they were overtaken by Captain H listed

and Ezra Wood, who were also en route for Ohio by

team. The company continued together until June
10th. when, having reached a point near Big Beaver

bridge. Messrs. Hosted and Wood took the right hand
road to Clarksfield, while the remainder of the com-
pany continued on to Mansfield, in Richland county.

Jonathan Fitch soon after came on to Major Under-
bill's in Ridgefield township, and from there to Sher-

man township, where he took up his abode with

Burwell Fitch. At this time there were four families

ou the fourth section. John Chany owned lot num-
ber nine, Nathan Shippy lot number three, Burwell

Fitch lot number eight, and Jonathan Fitch pur-

chased lot number thirteen. After making some im-

provements on his farm, Jonathan Fitch returned to

Connecticut in the fall to get a helpmate. When near

Pittsburg he met the companion of his former "voy-

age," Captain Htisted and family, then "moving" to

Ohio. Mr. Fitch married Hannah Raymond on the

2d day of April. 1818, and started soon after, by
team, on the return trip t<> Ohio, which State was

reached iu due time, without accident or material

incident, other than those usually occuring in an over

land journey to the western wilderness. We have no

history of Mr. Fitch and wife after reaching Sherman
township.

Joseph Purdy came from the State of New York to

Huron county. Ohio, in 1818, locating in Sherman
township in February of that year. In 1822. he re-

moved to Towuseud township. Some three vears

later he went to Cleveland and engaged in merchan-
dising. This occupation was soon abandoned, and

Huron county again became the home of the fainilv.

The parents finally settled in Branch county. Michi-

gan, where they ln»th died. The children are: Horace,

who married Sally Thompson and removed to Michi-

gan, where he died; Ransom, who married Sally P.

Bennett, and died in Bellevue, this county; and
Major, who married Hannah Bennett, purchased a

farm in lot number twenty-four, in section three, and
still occupies it. Here the writer found him, hale

and hearty; and, although time has chauged his once

jetty locks to a silvery hue. yet has left his mind un-

impaired. He is the oldest settler now living in the
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township, and to him the writer is indebted for many
items of historical interest. Mrs. Purdy died Sep-

tember 3, 1874. Of the family the following are now
living: Charles. Norman, Harriet and Nancy.

Ransom Purdy purchased the farm now known as

the Purdy homestead in 1822, and lived upon it until

about 18<i5, when he put his two sons on the farm

and removed to Bellevue, where he died March 23,

1872, aged seventy-six year-. The family are: Diana,

who married Lewis Betterly, lives in Michigan; Wil-

liam S., who married Mary Harris, of Lorain county,

lives in Sherman: Daniel M., who married Rachel

Davenport, lives in Michigan: Mary, who died in in-

fancy: and Eliza, who married II. L. Harris, M.D.,

of Bellevue, Ohio.

Reuben Blooomer came to Huron county in Octo-

ber, 1817. and with a family consisting of a wife and

seven children, located in Ridgetield township. Here

he remained six years, removing in 1823 to Sherman
township. He located at Weaver's corners, on the

lot now occupied by Jacob Heyman. Here the par-

ents died; Mrs. Bloomer, July 24, 1826, and Mr.

Bloomer, June 20, 183'5. Of the children, we learn

Susan, the eldest, became the wife of Moses Sowers,

and now lives in Lexington, Richland county: Coles

A., the next, married Charlotte Johnson, and died

in 18(59; Albert, died in September. 1889; Emma J.,

is now the wife of Albert Brown, of Monroeville;

Charles B., married Caroline C. Dimick, and died

in 1865; George, married Sally A. Johnson, and lives

on lot number ten in the third section. He is the

only member of the family now living in Sherman

township: has nine children, and John, the young-

est, lives in Gabon.

Jabez Brant, a native of New Jersey, moved to

Ohio from Pennsylvania, and resided for four or the

years at Londonville and vicinity, and subsequently,

for a few months, at Jeromeville, near Ashland. In

1831, he purchased si farm in the southwest corner of

Sherman township, and the next year two sons, Clark

and John K. Brant, arrived and began the work of

clearing. They hud a few acres cleared and the logs

cut for a house, when th? rest of the family arrived.

A log house was soon rolled up,—the family, in the

in >»ntime. tak ng -In Iter under .i died built by the

sideofatree. This family mid- the first improve-

ment in this corner of the tmvn-diip. In 18W». thev

removed to Branch comity, Michigan, where tlu

father died some five year* later. Mrs. Brant died in

Sherman in 1842. Mr. Brunt remarried, his second

wire dying in Michigan. Ten children were burn,

seven of whom are now living. John K.. who bus
in Greenfield, is the only one of the family now re-

siding on the hire-lands. He isu progressive farmer,

and as president of the Plymouth agricultural society,

a position which he has held for the past ten year-,

h :s done a* much to promote the interest of agri-

culture a* any other man, perhaps, in the comity.

Brace Jones came tr<>m Windsor conntv, Vermont,
to Ohio, arriving in Sherman township in Januarv

1838. He purchased a farm in lot number six in the

third section the following June, and lived here until

his death, September 20. 1848. Mrs. Jones died

March 19, 1865. The children are: Lncienand Susan

E., who occupy the old homestead; Lucretia, who
married Pardon Brightman, and lives in Sherman;

and Sarah, who died in 1838.

FIRST EVENTS.

The first death in the township, was a child of R.

S. Paine, date not remembered. The body was in-

terred in Lyme township. The second death was the

wife of Daniel Sherman, in 1821. She was buried on

the farm of her husband, in what is now the burying

ground, .n lot number six in the third section.

The first frame house in the township, was built by

I

Henry M. Read, soon after 1820. It was located on

I Slate run. Coles Bloomer built the first brick house

I in Sherman township. This is now occupied by

George Bloomer.

The pioneer "tavern" was opened by Coles and

Albert Bloomer, in 1834, in the building now owned

by B. Leyman. The present "Sherman House" was

established by David Weaver. H. Drake is its present

host.

Daniel Sherman received acomissionas postmaster,

but did not accept the office. Rufus S. Paine was

next commissioned, and became the first postmaster.

After a few years, the office was removed to Weaver's

corners, and C. A. Bloomer was duly commissioned

postmaster. The present postmaster, at this point,

is M. McCrillis. Esq. In 1871, a mail route was es-

tablished from Bellevue to Lodi, and afterward an

office was established, at the German settlement called

Bismark, one mile south of the centor, with C. West-

riek postmaster, who is the present incumbent.

In about 183o, Messrs. Isaac and David Underbill,

of Ridgetield township, established a store at Weaver's

corners. This closed out after a few years. The onlv

! mercantile establishment in the township is at Weav-

er's corners,—Peter Roth, proprietor.

The first apple trees were set out by Daniel Sher-

man in 1817. They were brought from Lancaster by

his brother Charles. The second orchard was planted

bv Horace and Major Purdy, on laud now owned by

B. layman, in about 1810. A number of these trees

are -till standing.

The first road laid out in the township, was from

Mansfield to the center of Sherman, and from there

to Venice. This was afterwards vacated. The next,

and the first one improved, was from Monroeville,

through Sherman to Thompson township in Seneca

count v.

OKli VNIZATIOX.

At the first meeting of thecommiss ers of Huron

county, held August 1. 1815, Sherman was attached

to Orccnlicld township, and in Jlccemltcr of the same

\ear*as detached, and together with the south half

of Oxford was united with Ridgcfield. About the

veur 1820 it was united with Norwich, but no record
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LUCIKN JONES

was born in Barnard, "Windsor Co., Vt., March 11, 1812.

His father «-a< Brace Jones, utid liis mother Lucrotia Part-

ridge Jones. When ho wok eight years of age his mothur

died. In 1819 his father married Mrs. Lucy Bccbc, formerly

Lucy Sanderson. By his. first wife his father hud four chil-

dren,—Amanda, Solon, Lucien, and Stephen; and by his

second wife he had three daughters,— Lncretia, Sarah, and

Susan. Surah died in September, 1838, tho fall after their

removal to Uhio.

Lucien Jones worked at farming with his father in the

place of his birth until 1838, when he starter! with a team and

sled for tho then far West. He made the Journey from Ver-

mont to Sherman, Iluron Co., Ohio, in twenty-six days. On
starting out he was provided with a sot of wagon wheels which

could be attached to the sled, but was obliged to use them only

two day*. There was sleighing for some six week* after his

arrival in Ohio, and ho can recall not more than one year

since that time when there has been such a long season of

sleighing.

He purchased the farm in Sherman, Huron Co., Ohio, on

which ho has since resided. It contained ninety-six acres of

land, of which about ten acres were cleared, and ten or

twelve more ]>artly cleared and girdled ; the balance of tho land

was covered with a heavy growth of ouk, hickory, and elm,

with a sprinkling of other timber common to the country.

Two years later he added fifty acres to hi* first purchase,

giving him hi" present snug farm of one hundred and forty-

six acres. A log house was built on his first purehafie several

years previously by Daniel Sherman, the former owner of the

land.

In Juno of the year he arri ved ( 18.18) tho rest of his father's

family came by way of the canal to Buffalo, X. Y., thence bv

lake, experiencing uniformly pleasant weather during their

journey. Hi* parents lived with him until their death. His

father died Sept. 6, 181ii, aged seventy-three, and his step-

mother March 1!>, 1805, aged eighty-one years.

Tho first year after their arrival in the new country all the

corn was killed by an early frost, September 1st. Mr. Jones

then went with a wagon to the SvioU River, some sixty miles

distant, to procure corn and wheat for subsistence until another

year should roll around. He paid $l.o0 per bushel for corn

und |2.23 for wheat. Thereafter ho was enabled to raise

enough grain to live on except during one year, about 1860,

when the grain was killed by a severe frost in June.

The family lived in the old log house two and one-half

years, when they remodeled a frnmo blacksmith-shop that had

been built on another part of the farm, and fitted it up as a

home; here they lived until 1863, when the present substantial

farm-house was built.

During the early years of his life at Sherman, Mr. Joucs cut

staves and cordwood, which he sold to procure money to pay

taxes und furnish needful articles for the comfort of tho

family.

Lucien Jones has never been a robust man, though ho has

done much hard labor. He has generally kept hired help, and

has been ablu to work with and oversee them until within

the past few years. Some ten or twelve years ago he began

to be troubled with sore eyes, and for the past seven years has

been unable to perform any hard labor. He consulted eminent

oculists in Cleveland, and was treated for several years, with-

out any decided improvement, however. He finally consulted

Dr. Uracil
1

, of Sandusky, who at once pronounced his eyes

covered with cataract; he made an effort to removo tho

trouble, and for a time with strong hopes of success, but in-

flammation set in, and soon all hope was lost. For the past

two years he has been unable to use his eyes, and now can only

discern the light.

In polities Mr. Jones was a Whig in early days, and is now
a Republican, and has been since tho organization of that

party.

Mr. Jones has never married. His youngest sister, Susan

R., remains with him, and assumes tho care of household

duties. His eldest sister, Lncretia, married, in 1832, l'ardon

Brightman, who died in November, 18T8. Since her mar-

riage she has lived in the southeastern part of Sherman
township, and is tho mother of seven children.

His life is one of confinement, his only exercise being that

which he takes within tho walls of his dwelling. He has

lived a useful, temperate, industrious life, and now, in the

ye»r- of his affliction and approaching old age, his youngest

sister, in her fidelity and attachment to him, is his comfort

and solace.
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is given of it. March 6, 1827, Norwich was detached,

and .Sherman has since remained a distinct township.

•The first general election, while united with Norwich,

was held October 10, 1820. Asa Gilson, Russell

Woodruff, and Abraham Blodget were judges, and

Nauni Gilson and George Woodruff, clerks. Eight

votes were cast—all for Ethan Allen Brown for Gov-

ernor, Lyman Farwell for representative, and Asa

Sanford for coroner. Printed tickets at this time

were unknown. Those used at this election were

writteu evidently by one hand, and are still on tile in

the office of the clerk of Hurou county. At the State

election in 1822 fifteen votes were cast for W. W.
Irwin, governor.

During the time that Norwich and Sherman were

together there was a lack of harmony in local matters,

Sherman complaiuiug that Norwich had all the offices.

The first and second election for a justice of the peace

was declared illegal. At the third, Russell Woodruff

was elected.

The first election on record after the separation

from Norwich was held April 6, 1820, at which time

fifteen votes were cast, and the following persons

elected: Kcul>en Bloomer, Andrew Hanford, and

Joseph La Barre, trustees, and Jonathan Fitch, clerk

and treasurer. George Hanford was without doubt

the first justice of the peace. The officers for 1878

were: John Garharsteiu, Jocob Haas, and Jacob Hitz,

trustees; Milo McCrillis. clerk: Charles Westrick.

treasurer; John Ernst, assessor; Lewis Miller and

Coonrod Mctz. constables, Milo McCrillis and William

A. Herman, justices of the peace, and eighteen su-

pervisors.

SCHOOLS.

The first school was taught by George Hanford in

about 1824 or '25 in a building standing on lot num-
ber eighteen in the third section. There were some
eight or ten scholars in attendance. lu 1S27 or "28

the township was divided into two school districts,

termed the east and west district. The first school

house was built on lot number nineteen in the first

section, and the first public schsol was taught by

Sarah Masou, one of the early settlers of Xorwalk.

She received the first public money that ever came
into the township for school purposes, and was paid

off in silver half dollars. She had fourteen or fifteen

scholars, among whom were the daughters of Burwell

Fitch, who lived two and one-half miles away through

an unbroken wilderness.

ClllRcilKS.

The first sermon preached in Sherman township

was, without doubt, by Rev. Alva Coe, at the house

of Daniel Sherman. We cannot give the date, but

are assured it was early in the settlement. The
Methodist ministers were early upon the scene, and

organized a church. Meetings were held at private

houses, usually at Joseph La Bane's and William

Williams*, the latter being an active mcml>er. as was

also the wife of the former. The organization was

kept up for a number of years. After them came the

Free Will Baptists, who became quite numerous.

The Catholic church, which is now the only organiza-

tion, having religious tendencies, in the township, was

formed in 1830. and comprised some fourteen families.

Ten years later a meeting house was built. This was

of logs, and was occupied until the completion of the

present brick meeting house, in 1857. The society-

have also a school house and parsonage, of brick, and

are in a condition satisfactory, no doubt, to them-

selves.

This church was first attended by Bruner,

then pastor of the church in Thompson township.

John Tomar was the first settled priest. He assumed

charge in 18«8. and remained some eighteen months.

Peter Pitts succeeded him. He was removed in Sep-

tember, 1872. The present priest. Victor Hausner,

assumed charge of the church January 10, 1873. The
church directors are : Peter Bishop. Michael Phillips

and John Swartz.

PHYSICIANS.

There was no doctor in the township previous to

1824. and since then, those who have located here

have not remained long. Possibly, the township is

too healthy, for certain it is that these medical gen-

tlemen were thoroughly educated, and fully competent

to combat disease successfully. Their names are

Jackson, West, Hathaway, and M. R. Nichols, who
at present comprises the entire medical staff in the

township.

SOCIETIES.

There was at one time a large and flourishing lodge

of Good Templars in the township. This has gone

out of existence. Possibly, the need of temperance

societies does not exist in Sherman.

ixm striai. PURSirrra.

Under this head the historian finds little to mention.

Without doubt the first was a steam saw mill, built

by David Weaver, on lot number thirteen, in the third

section. A small tanning establishment is in operation

near Weaver's corners.

The township did not reach the proud distinction

of having a "whisky mill" within its boundaries,

until tin- summer of 18.ii'. David Weaver was the

projector of this "institution" which was located

near the corners. It was in operation, under different

owners, until the spring of 1874, when it was closed.

We learn it was never a success, financially. It is

now in ruins.

PRIVATION'S.

Few of the present inhabitants can appreciate the

privations endured by the pioneer settlers of Sherman

township. Their milling was done at Kldridge, Cold

Creek, and sometimes Greenfield. Wheat and corn

were the principal productions, but there was no
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market. At one time thirty-fix bushels of corn were

p«id for one barrel of salt. Not many of the necessa-

ries, and fewer of the luxuries, of life were enjoyed by

them. Wolf scalps and Owl creek bills constituted

a large portion of the currency. At present (March.

1870, ) there are but two of the first residents now
living in the township. These are Major Purdy and

George Bloomer.

Biographical Sketches.

THE PURDY FAMILY.

Ransom Pnrdy was born in Saratoga county. New
York. July it, 1795. Not long after the family moved

to Ontario county, whence, in October. 1817, the sub-

ject of this sketch, together with his parents, five

brothers and one sister, emigrated to Huron county,

Ohio. Thev slowly made their way, with teams,

through almost unbroken forests and across streams

unbridged, until, in the latter part of the followiug

February, they reached what is now Sherman town-

ship, and, moving into a deserted house opposite the

present Purdy homestead, they began in good earnest

the rough and self-denying labors of pioneer life,

which secured for the family a Competence in later

years. Huron county, at that time, embraced all

that portion of the State known as the " Kire-lands,"

together with a |uirt of Lorain county. What is now

the main road from Monroeville to Fremont was then

but a mere trail, known to the hundred, or less, white

families (which, together with the native Indians,

constituted the entire population for some ten miles

square) us "Strong's Ridge trail."

Monroeville possessed, at that time, three or four

houses and a small variety store; but where Bellevue

now stands all was an unbroken wilderness. The
nearest cabin was one and a half miles to the east, and

the nearest settlement two and a fourth miles south,
I

known as the " Woodward Settlement."

During the spring of ISIS a clearing was made on

the farm now owned by Mr. Mown, in Thompson

township, ami a log cabin built, into which Mr.

Pnrdy\ parent- moved. Also, during this spring,

Ransom and his brothers. Horace and Major, took a

Contract to cut and *plit the rnils to fence forty acres

of laud owned bj? tiurdon Williams, the northwest

comer of which was in the center of Bellevue. in

front ol tli*- old Tivinoiit House. While engaged in

tlii- work i 'i' \ I " 'anli il n l he W * A * urd tettlvment,

staying out from morning till night, and taking

(without thinking it much of a hardship, either) their

johnny-cake and jerked vciu-on dinners with them.

It was during this season that the heart- of all the

settlers were made glad by the erection of Burch's

null- at Monroeville, the "raising" of which necessi-

tated the gathering of all the able-bodied men for

miles around, including the subject of our sketch.

In January, 1821, Mr. Purdy married Miss Sally P.

Bennett, whose father's family had moved here from

Steuben county, New York, two years before. Thev
at once rented and went to keeping house on the place

which they bought the next year, and on which they

continued to reside some forty-four years, i. e. till

186.5, when they rented their fine old homestead to

their sons, William and Daniel, and came to Bellevue

to spend their remaining days in quiet with their

daughter, the wife of Dr. H. L. Harris.

To Ransom Purdy and his wife, four children have

been born, of whom brief biographical notices will

here be in keeping: Diana, the eldest, was born

March 3. 1822. She married Lewis Betterly, of Penn-

sylvania, and now resides in Kent county, Michigan.

William S. was born September 10, 1824, of whom
more will be said below. Daniel M., Iwrn February

11, 1820, also resides in Kent county, Michigan.

Eliza M., the youngest, was born May 25, 1832. She

was married to Dr. H. L. Harris, of Lorain county,

and uow resides, as above stated, in Bellevue.

William S.. the second child of the family, married

Mary, daughter of John Harris, of Loraiu county.

They have one child, named Belle, born April 29,

1854, who is now. residing at home with her parents.

The education of William S. was limited to the com-
mon schools of Sherman township. He remained at

home until he was twenty-five years old, when he

went to Flat Rock, Seneca county, and engaged in

the grocery business. He continued in this for five

years, when he sold out and went into the dry goods

business, in which he was engaged for four years.

Again he sold out and went to Amherst, Lorain

county, and leased his father-in-law's farm for four

years. He then returned to the old homestead, and,

with his brother Daniel, worked the farm for aliout

seven years, when he bought out the heirs and became

sole proprietor. In politics, he was a whig, till the

formation of the republican party , with which he has

since acted.

From what has been said, the reader can get an

idea of the wonderful changes made hereabout during

the last half-Century, and of the part worthily per-

formed by the Purdy family in settling this jiortion

of the State, and developing its resources. Ransom

Purdy, the principal subject of the foregoing sketch,

died at the residence of his son-in-law. Dr. Harris,

in Belle* ne, March 23, 1872, aged seventy-six years,

eight months and fourteen days. In all the relations

in life, as husband, father, neighbor and citizen, he

proved himself hone»t. upright and just; and he was

taken home in the fullnc-s of his years, mourned by

all Ins friends, and reflected by all who knew him.

His aged widow still -urvives. enjoying the esteem

and affectionate sympathy of the enure community.

His four children were all near him in his last days.

Of the brothers who accompanied him here, sixty-one

years ago, three survive—the eldest, Major Purdy.

living in Sherman, in the eighty-second year of

his age.
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MAJOR PURDY.

Major Purely was born in the town of Westfield,

Washington county, New York, October 9, 1797,

where his father was a fanner. In 1801, his father

and mother removed to Argcntile, Canada, about

fifty miles north of Montreal, on the Ottawa river, he

then l>eing some four years of age. Here they re-

mained until he was sixteen years old. when they re-

moved to Chittenden county, Vermont, where they

remained three jean, then moving to Ontario county.

New York, in 181G, where they remained one year.

From New York State they removed to Ohio, arm-

ing in Ridgefield, Huron county, in February, 1818.

They were detained this side of Buffalo, New York,

some six weeks, on account of had weather. Their

journey was begun with wagons and ended with sleds.

The family at this time consisted of father, mother

and nine children. Of these., two are now living in

Michigan.

For some time after coming to Ohio, Major Purdy

worked wherever he could obtain work to do, at chop-

ping cord-wood, splitting rails, etc., all of the hardest

kind of lalwr. He was one of four persons to split

rails to fence forty acres of ground in the southeast

part of the present village of Rellevue, one corner of

the lot being near the present bank building on the

county line road: the fence running thence to a point

near the hull, and south to the cemetery, the west

line being along the county line. At this time San-

dusky county had not been surveyed, and belonged to

the Indians.

Mr. Purdy first bought forty acres of land in Town-
send, Huron county, Ohio, but was unable to obtain

a title to this property, and lost it. He then bought

forty acres of land on what is called Mnggs' ridge, in

.Sandusky county. He sold this property in 1824,

and bought his present farm of eighty-eight and a

fraction acres, then an almost unbroken wilderness.

It had for improvements a log house and a small

girdling. For these he paid one hundred dollars.

Since that time he has disposed of two and one-half

acres, leaving his present homestead of a little more

than eighty-five acres.

In 1824 Major Purdy was married, in Sherman, to

Hannah Bennett. The fruit of this union was six

sons and two daughters, of whom two daughters and

two sons are now living. One son lives in Lyons,

Rice county, Kansas; one in Toledo: a daughter in

Hillsdale county, Michigan, and a daughter, Mrs.

I/etherer. with whom he now lives, on the old home-

stead in Sherman, Huron county, Ohio. Mrs. Purdy,

his wife, diet! September 3, 1K74. aged seventy-seven

years and ten mouths.

Very few settlers were to be found in the country

when Mr. Purdy arrived. No county roads had been

made, and not more than one was surveyed. The
roads were mere trails through the woods; more tim-

ber and swamp than dry land.

Since he came to Ohio he has followed farming,

ami his present fine homestead was won from a rough

country by the hard labor of his own hands, the land

being girdled and cleared a little at a time. As the

timber became deadened after girdling, corn was

planted or grain sown in the spaces between the trees

and stumps, until they were removed by burning, or

by the more tedious action of the elements that rotted

the tough wood. In time the fields became free from

stumps and roots, and he could begin to see the re-

sults of his hard labor, and now he has a well ap-

pointed farm. He erected a good frame barn iu 1832,

but lived in his log house until 1839, when his present

commodious frame house was built.

On his next birthday, October '.», 1879, Major Pur-

dy will arrive at the ripe age of eighty-two years. He
is still hale and hearty, and at this writing, May, 1879,

I is preparing to take a long journey to visit friends in

Michigan.
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RICHMOND.

Is the preparation of the followiug history, access

ha* been had to John H. X ilea's " Memoirs." This

became necessary from the fact that none of the pio-

neer settlers reside in the township, and but few of

their descendants.

This township is hounded on the north by Xor-

wich township; south, bv Auburn and Cranberry

townships. in Crawford county; east, by Xew Haven
township; and west, by Venice township, in Seneca

county.

Richmond is divided into upland and marsh. The
upland occupies the north half of the township and

a strip across the we-t side. This was covered with

heavy timber. The north shore of the marsh is a

bluff, and rises thirty or forty feet above the marsh.

The soil is a clay loam, the surface generally undu-

lating, except in the northwest part, where it is

broken by streams.

Honey creek rises in the marsh on the north side,

east of the center of the township, and runs west

along the north short* some two miles, where it enters

the woodlands. In leaves the township on the west

line and empties into the Sandusky river above Tifliu,

in Seneca county.

The marsh covers over one-third of the township,

and contains about twenty square miles. It n six

miles long from east to west, and over three miles in

width, covering an estimated area of fhc thousand

five hundred acre- in Richmond, three thousand five

hundred in Xew Haven, and three thousand eight

hundred in Auburn township, Crawford county. It

has the appearance of a large grassy prairie, with

clu-ters of timber and bushes, forming islands. The
soil is composed of decayed grass, and is wet and

spongv. sinkiug under the feet. and. where the turf is

not strong enough to hear, it i> sometimes dangerous.

The Pigeon Roost, the largest of the timber islands,

lie] on the county line, and is two miles in length, by

about one half mile in width, and, from its isolated

position, marshy surroundings, and its almost im-

penetrable thickets of underbrush, has always been

the favorite roosting place of myriad- of pigeons dur-

ing the summer season.

On the north side of the marsh, in the first section

of Richmond township, is an immense bed of cran-

bt-rrv bushes, covering some two hundred acres.

Whortleberries arc also found in and around the tim-

ber islands.

original owxicits.

For an explanation of the fo table the render

i- rebrred to the history of WaKeman township:

('LiiuiiriCATioN No l. Section l.

Original Cranium Am'l Lou Clnttifitd by.

£ m d.
Ellphah-t Lock

Am i rtrutd.

£

721

a
Stephen ami Hooker

8t John 30
our W

L«ll

8

18

I

I

H
8

o

iJ

ElllHl&lW
,

V, I

Lock

Original (Jrunlrr,. A n't IjOU.

£ 1. (1

John Lockwood 3d 21- 1 M
John LockwiMxl 0 12 8
Thomas Fitch 3S7 It
Thomas Fitch sh'rs 411 •1

Hannah Fitch » h'n HI s 4

Benjamin Merrill .1 0 0
John Plait 15 6
Natbl Raymond
Iriah Smith

'k 4 0
if. 0 ,

Esther 81. John S t 0
IVtcrSturget 14 0
Simeon Stuart, Jr. a 6 0
Isaac Scud. ten 861 1'. 1

I

BeuJ Isaacs' helm 8 \\

John Northrup 142 IT

Samuel Olmstcad ;t 18 -

Nathan Keeler 3 II

Matthew Mead 1 ltf 1

Benjamin K«]rr 10 1» 4
t'lapp Raymond at i 10
Al>ianatu Benedict 73 1 11
Peter Belts l-u li ISM
Nebemiah St John ''

'> ft

Josiah Weutworth 131 18 0

Footing of

OUfttfH atiox No 2, Skctios 2

Ctauifitd by

til, Andrew Fitch

£ a. d.

tat tt

\¥in 18

8 0 a
M 1 8
31 :a 11

189 4 1*

£1.344 7 0

Am'l Claued.

a

«

ti ..
4

M a
t. ,|

.. .. ^
"

.« »*

.. H
•• i

Sarah Bart 330
BenJ. Isaacs" heirs 318
Benjamin and Win.
Iaaacs 142

IS

Sam'l Mlddlebrooks 3
•• 4

10
84
73
1W
3i»

Nath'l Raymond

:.'

10
IT

l>

0
13
2

11

10
14 0
15 10

i

ISM

%
IS

2

17

u
!''•

IV

a
3
3

II

0
4
4

10
II

J"
IS

Footing of No. 2. £1.344 T C

Classification No 3. Src-Tios 3

Original GrantrrM Am i /.«« Clntutird by

William St. John

Am'l Ctofttrf

£
m
33

1 Hooker
M

...Gregory Bo

J.hnBeldeu Sue

ft

11

12

0
0

£
Win. St. John .h n.3i>.

•• as

1

>>

14

6 " " •• 8M •• ' •• 50
6 John Beldeii k belrs 303

John Bel.len, Jr.'s
heirs and Amot

DM Bclden l»
2»; John Cannon'.

5T0

11

12

s

li

N

d.
0
0

3

0*4

6

Footing of No 3, £1.344

CLASSIFICATION No 4, S»-TION t

Original Orantrr*. Am I Lo*. ChtUfcd by

John

.4m I

Thomas Fltcbshnttl'.
Thomas Fitch 8*7

Hannah Fitch's h'rs 141

Betsev Hall 22
tiame) Fitch 2.W
Kroevca Fitch «9

'.I 21-

H «»
4 John Cannon s

heir* w
3 (I JIarv Esther Fitch ) It

14 .'.'j and Edward Fitch
~

t 7
1

(deceased. \ 0
19 11 itet«.) itnii a
» 1 Jonathan Fitch 1\"

3 0 1

" " 31

4 i t,, Andrew Fitch Hi."

I".

10

14

II

1."

"4
1.»l4

10

Footing of Clasaillcatlon So 4. £I,3H 7 0

The original name of Richmond was Cannon, git en

in honor of Samuel Cannon, a wealthy merchant of

Korwallt, Connecticut, who was one of the '•suffer-

er-'." He had five sons and one dantrhter. The lat-

ter married a man named Lockwond.

<2"OJ
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syi'ATTKK SKTTLEMKNT.

Before the lands 0/ Richmond were offered for

Hale, the thousand* of bushel* of cranberries! that

annually grew on the marsh allured to the north shore

a settlement of squatters numbering perhaps twenty

families. An important part of their business con-

sisted of picking cranberries, which were sold to the

distant settlers. Hunting necessarily claimed a got>d

share of their attention, and as the deer flocked to the

marsh to avoid the Hies in the summer and the hunt-

ers in the winter, their chances for deer hunting were

unusually good. The settlers of the surrounding

townships kept large numbers of hops, that swarmed

in the woods and fattened on the untold quantities of

mast. The squatters paid no attention to ear-marks

or ownership, but ''appropriated" whenever in need

of pork. The strong ai m of the law was sometimes

invoked to abate their thievish practices, but if the

unfortunate prosecutor got off, by paying the costs,

without having hi* corn-crib, meat barrel, and hen

roost plundered in turn, he was extremely fortunate.

With the sale of their cranberries, deer skins,

"shack pork," and coon skins, and the produce of a

small patch of potatoes around their cabins, they

managed to live, but made no improvements to entitle

them to the name of settlers, nor did any of them

over become owners of the soil or join in the march

of improvement that has since characterized the in-

habitants of the township.

Hut Richmond has long since outlived this gang of

outlaws, and with honest industry, liberal churches,

and well conducted schools, it now stands second to

no township of its age in moral worth and prosperity.

Jutting out from the south shore of the marsh, a

mile or so in length, is a point of timbered upland,

on the extreme northern point of which stood the

cabin of Morehead the trapper, who was the first, and

for many years, the only inhabitant of Richmond

township. His principal occupation was trapping

und spearing muskrats, and in times of- high water,

made his daily rounds over the marsh in a small

boat kept for that purpose. Many a weary hunter

has sought his cabin anil shared his homely meals,

always consisting of johnny cake and venison: laying

down at night on a plat of deer skins spread for the

purjKise on the cabin floor, and arising at dawn re-

freshed and hopeful for another day's hunt.

SKTTLKMKXT.

The first land sold f.-r settlement in Richmond
township, was by Isaac Mills to William Tindall, in

1825. This was lot number twelve, in the second

section, and is now occupied by Ezekiel Buckingham.

Tindall cleared a field the same year, built a cabin,

and sat out an orchard, the fir>t in the township.

This consisted of fifty trees taken from Johnny Apple-

seed's nursery. This orchard is yet standing. Tin-

dall soon became tired of pioneer life, traded his land

to Judge Ives, of New Haven, and left the township.

In 1833. Amos Ogden U'gan on lot one, in the

1 second section. He was the first permanent settler

in Richmond township, and died in 1850, leaving no

children.

Jacob Croninger, the next settler, came into the

township October G, 1835, and began settlement on

lot number fourteen, where E. W. Fast now lives.

He was born in Pennsylvania, and moved from West-

morelaud county, in 1811. to Stark county, Ohio,

and from thence to this township. He died in ISO',

having a family of three sons and nine daughters.

Reuben Franklin and family came from Herkimer

county, New York, to Ohio, in the fall of 1832. He

stopped during the winter in Norwich, and, the sub-

sequent spring, located permanently in Richmond, on

lot number twenty-nine, in the second section. Here

he died four years later (October 16, 183?). Mrs.

Franklin died the year following their settlement in

Richmond. Of the nine children composing this

family, four are now living: Maria. Rebecca, (Jeorge

[ and Edmond. The latter occupies the old homc-

;
stead, and is the earliest settler now living in the

,

township.

Philip Upp, came into Richmond in the full of

1835, and cleared off two acres on lot number sixteen.

Uihju this he built a cabin, during the winter, and.

the third week in February, 1830, moved his family

into it. Mr. Upp was a native of Pennsylvania.

His death occurred in March, and a family were left

consisting of two sons and two daughters. Jacob,

the eldest, died in 1862, and left a family in Michi-

gan. Philip, the youngest, now resides in Plymouth,

this county. Elizabeth is the wife of Jonathan Cro-

ninger, and Hannah lives in Pennsylvania,

Eleazer Day came into the township in the spring

of 183fi, and commenced settlement on the corner of

lot niue, 111 the third section. The following year

his brother-in-law built an addition to the house and

opened the pioneer hotel in the township. They

both left the township in about 1845, and of their

history nothing is known.

William Hutchison came from Monroe county.

Ohio, to Richmond, in 1836, and located on lot num-
' her four, in the first section, now occupied by a son.

I James. William Hutchison died in 1849. Mrs.

Hamilton is slill living.

Daniel Sykes, who was originally from Franklin

county. Vermont, came to Huron county in 1832. and

first settled in Greenfield township. His wife was

' Arabellc Butler. In 183C he removed to Richmond

township, and located on lot number twenty-seven,

in the second section, where he now resides. He has

had seven children, four of whom were in the army.

One was killed at Resaca. one died, and one lost a

leg at Winchester, Virginia.

Jonas Faekler came into the township on the 30th

day of April. 1837. and moved into the cabin with

Philip I' pp. His younger brother. Jacob Faekler,

came with him. and in nine days they had completed

a cabin and moved into it. This was on lot Dumber

I
two. in the second section. He had four sons and
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one daughter. The sons still live in the township,

the daughter in Michigan.

William Johnson came from the State of New York

to Hart land, in 1833. Here lie remained some four

years, and removed to Greenfield. Two years later

he located permanently in Richmond township. This

was <>n lot number two, in the second section. Here

he died, in 1802. His wife died some ten years before.

The family consisted of twelve children. Mary mar-

ried Umiak Robinson, and lives in Richmond.

Huriah Robinson came with his parents to Norwich,

in 1832. January 2Gth, he married Mary Johnson and

the following year came to Richmond township, locat-

ing on lot thirty-seven in the second section, where

he still lives. Mr. Robinson lias been for twelve years

justice of the peace. Of the nine children born of

this marriage, four only are now living.

In May. 1837. Daniel Sweetland came to Ohio, and

eventually located in Greenfield township. The
children who came with him were : Elijah ami wife,

and Daniel. Jr. Elijah settled in Norwich, where

he died. Daniel, Jr., married Orphclia Crosby, and

settled on lot number forty-five, in the second section

of Richmond township, whore he now lives. They
have had eight children, six of whom are living.

Daniel Sweetland, Sr., died February 20, 1848, and

Mrs. Sweetland the March following. The following

are among the earl v settlers : Benjamin B. Tanner, lot

four, in the second section ; George and Elisha Raker.

Peris Miner, lot thirty-four, section two; James and

Abram Beod, Griffith Johns, lot thirty-three, section

two; John Kelsey, lot seven, section three: Henry
Rush, lot six, section three: James Lutts. lot eighteen,

section three: Michael Lutts. lot seventeen, same

section : John Hall, lot one, section two: Robert

Moore. Samuel Post, and possibly others.

James Youngs settled in Richmond township in

Deceml»er, 183">. His family, at that time, cousisted

of a wife and six children, and came from Broome

county. New York. When the family reached Rich-

mond, their entire worldly effects consisted of a yoke

of oxen and a wagon, some In-dding. a dog and gun

and n York tir/wice. They located in the northeast

part of the township, near where Chicago Junction

now is. Here they lived some three \ ears, then re-

moved to New Haven township, eventually locating

in its eastern part. Mrs. Youngs died here, and Mr.

Youngs subsequently married and nettled in Green-

field township, where he died in July. 18T3. The
children numbered eleven, three only of whom sur-

vive: James J. and Charles, who live in Greenfield,

the latter .in the old homestead. A daughter. Mrs.

Jacob Plutts, resides in Michigan,

HH-T KVKXTS.

There were births, and probably deaths, among the

.-plat ii-rs. <if which there is no remembrance: but

the first birth among the permanent settlers was a

daughter of John and Susan t 'lino. She was named

Savilla, grew to womanhood, married Simon Yetter

and moved frcm the township.

The first marriage was that of Eliza Day to James
MeManigal. Of this couple we only know that they

moved to Michigan soon after marriage.

The first death was that of Mrs. Higley, who
resided on lot number one. The body was buried

near the house, and some two years later it was dis-

interred, with the intention of removing it* to a more

suitable- locution.

Iu 183:1, a post office was established in the town-

ship. John Foglesong was postmaster, and the office

was located at his house, on lot number seventeen.

This office was finally discontinued and, for years,

Richmond township hsis been without a post office.

Richmond has never had anything in the mercan-

tile line, except two small groceries, and these have

long since gone out of existence.

In addition to the hotel already mentioned, Abram
Pollinger kept a house of entertainment on lot num-
ber seventeen, in third section, for a number of years.

In 1848, Amos Ogden built a steam saw mill in the

east part of township, on the Tiffin road (lot twelve).

This was burned iu 1861. Three other mills have
' been built and are still in operation in the township.

The Tiffin road was the first opened in the town-

ship. It was begun in 1836, and completed four

years later, and even then it was often a day's work

to drive through the township with a loaded team.

ORGANIZATION.

From 1815 to '36. Richmond township was attached

to New Haven. At the April election of ls3»',. Amos
Ogden was elected a su|iervisor for Richmond town-

ship. He was the first sworn officer in the township.

In March, 1836. the householders of the township

met at the house of Philip I* pp. Eleizor Da> ac ted as

chairman and secretary, and it was resolved, on mo-
tion of Mr. Day. to petition the county commissioners

of Huron county, for an organization of the township,

under the name of Richmond. The following |>er-

sons signed the petition: Eleizor Day. Jacob Cro-

ninger. Joseph Anderson. Hugh Carson. Win. Carson.

N. Carson. William Linglefelter. Israel Randal. God-

frey Lake. Elijah Packard. Win. HutchinsOD, George

Day. Abram Carey. Amos Ogden. Henry Knavel,

James Dailev. Jesse William-, James Youngs, Charles

Skinner. Samuel Spencer. William and Thomas Hill.

Solomon Billings. Joseph Light and John Carpenter.

The prayer of the petitioners was granted, and an

election for township officers ordered, to take place on

the fourth day of the following July. The record of

. this election cannot be found, but it is thought the

following persons were elected: Reuben Franklin,

William Hutchinson and Jacob Croniu^cr. trustees;

Eleizor Da\. clerk: Philip I pp. treasurer; anions

justices of the |<eace we find the names of Amos
Ogden, Amos Boo]), Daniel Franklin, Jeremiah Wil-

liams. Huriah Robinson, Michael Lutts. Joseph B<<1-

maa, Daniel Sweetland. s. N. Sage. John Ca rothew
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and John Nesbit. The township officers for 1878

are: Hiram Snyder, J. J. Critchett and Alexander

Brown, trustees; John Moore, clerk; Lewis Kirk-

wood, treasurer; Abner Crawford, assessor; Lewis

Ault and Abner Crawford, constables; and sixteen

supervisors of highways.

CHURCHES

In 1840-41, there existed a small isolated class of

Methodist people, along the line between Norwich

and Richmond, who were compelled, for want of a

better place, to hold their evening prayer meetings at

the houses of the settlers. Benjamin Tanner, of

Richmond, was their class-leader, and in December.

1841, he appointed a meeting at the house of Mr.

Johnson standing far into the woods. Contrary to

expectation, people flocked in, with torches through

the woods, from every direction, and filled the cabin

to its utmost capacity. Rev. Samuel Allen, a circuit

preacher, had casually heard that John Keesey, a

Methodist, was living in Richmond, and he visited

him in time to attend the prayer meeting. He
preached a fine sermon, and from its good effect he

thought best to make another appointment. This

was at the school house on Day's Corners, and a class of

Methodists were organized at this time, consisting of

the following persons: F. D. Read and wife, Seth

Read and wife, and John Keesey and wife. The class

leader was John Keesey. These meetings continued

until the church numbered about fifty members. By
deaths and removals this class has Income so much
reduced in numbers that an organization hardly exists

at present. Mr. Allen's sermon at the prayer meet-

ing was the first Methodist sermon delivered in the

township.

I NITEI> BRETHREN OHl'BOB.

In the fall of 1838, Rev. Michael Long, of the

Brethren faith, held an evening meeting at the house

of Jacob Croninger, and preached the first sermon in

the township. In 1849. Jacob Bell organized the

United Brethren Church, in the red school house in

the east part of the township, with the following mem-
bers: George S. Williams, James May, Jacob I'pp,

Henry Weaver, Philip Bash, David Bush and wife,

and Reuben Fenton and wife. The same year the

church, on lot number eight in the second section,

was erected. This is now occupied by this society

and the Methodists. The present officers of the

United Brethren Church"are John Auhmiller, leader;

Philip Newman, Margaret Newman and Eliza Daw-

son, stewards. The membership is seventy.

The class of United Brethren at Union Bethel was

organized in about l*7o. Meetings were held, for

several years prior to this, in the school house in this

locality. The members of this class were: P. B.

Keesey and wife, B. Hawn and wife. J. Hovles. wife

and daughter, James Thompson and wife, K. W. Past,

wife and two daughters Mrs. Mary A. MeBride,

Daniel Rogers, Mrs. Crabb, Mrs. Kinky Leonard. Mrs.

Hannah Pearch, Sarah Keesey, and Truman and

Viola Fuller. The present membership is twenty-

five. Church officers: Hewey Blair, leader; J. W.
Sage, steward. The Union Sabbath school is presided

over by Finley Leonard. The following are among
the ministers who^ have preached to both United

Brethren congregations in the township: Rev. G.

Hoover, William Nevil, William Mathers, George T.

Seylcr. John Auhmiller. Steameu, Bender,

Ramsey and Klingel.

TIIE CHURCH OP OOI)

I

was organized by the Rev. William Shafer in about

1855. Constituent members: Abram Polliuger and

wife, James Shinaberger and wife, Leonard Allaman

and wife, Christian Fettcrhoof and wife, Sarah Pol-

linger and Mrs. Elizabeth Brandt. Meetings were

held in the school house in district number five until

the erection of the "Bethel" in 1860. This building

is located on lot number eighteen in the third sec-

tion. It was built by subscription, and is open to all

religious denominations. The meml>ership of the

Church of God is thirty. Officers: Abram Polliuger,

elder; Joseph Wolf and Lewis Rapp, deacons. The
ministers who have presided over that church, are R.

H. Bolton, John Seuseneg, John L. Jenner, Martin

Mowen, D. S. Warner, Jacob Aukerman, J. S. Mc-
Kce. George Wilson, W. II. Oliver and William Bnr-

chard.

THE ZtOX LUTHERAN CHURCH.

Meetings were held in the summer of 1857. by the

Rev. William Schmakero, in the house of Daniel

Drchers. The following summer the church now
occupied by this society, on lot number twenty-two,

was constructed. This cost one thousand dollars, and

soon after its completion, the church was organized

with the following members: Peter Lepley and wife,

Daniel Dreher and wife, John and Simon Dick and

wives, William Miller and wife, W. Albright and

wife, William Ritz and wife, Conrad Craft and wife,

Frederick Ooosh anil wife, John Waltz and wife,

Lorenz Koutz and wife, Frederick Lander and wife,

and Christiana Sissinger. The membership at present

(18T8) is nearly the same as when first organized.

Ministers: Charles Miller, Charles Smith. Browu-
walt. Kramer, O. K. Ulrich aud Jacob Kreigher.

schools.

In 18.17. Richmond township was divided into two

school districts, and a frame school house built in

each, but a school was only kept in the west one, then

standing at Day's corners, on lauds now owned by John
Waltz. Eliza Day was the first teacher. Her scholars

j

were: Jonathan Jacob, David, Susan, Hannah, and

Lydia Croninger, William, Eliza, and Charles Day,

Charles. Margaret, and Mary Ann Cline, Andrew
and Elizabeth Anderson, and Elizabeth Lingerfeltor.

The east school house was not completed for a school

that winter. These were the first frame buildings in

,

the township, and were well furnished and eomforta
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ble. Richmond bai now ;ts line a lot of school build-

ings as any township in the county, nearly all of

brick.

DEFEAT OF THE SQIATTER.

In 1*3?. Eleizor Day was elected justice of the

peace, and served three years. Ii> 1840, W. H. Pond

was elected, served three years, and was a candidate

for re-election in 1843. He was wholly and entirely

in the interest of the squatter element. At this time

two parties, equal in numbers, stood sternly opposed

to each other morally. Amos Roop was the opponent

of Mr. Pond. Two elections had heen held, and both

resulted in a tie vote. But at the third the Pond

party had increased its streugth, so that he was sure

of receiving two majority. But to his surprise, when

the votes were counted the two majority were in favor

of Mr. Hoop. An investigation was had, and a suit

brought before Esquire Coglazier, of Plymouth, coil-

testing the election. The court, however, ruled that

Roop was legally elected. The defeat of Pond was

the defeat of the outlaw party, and the death blow to

squatter rule in Richmond township, a sort of moral

revolution, as it were. Her good men breathed freer.

The civilizing influence of Mr. Roop's judicial ad-

ministration scattered the squatters and those who

had gathered to their standard, like chaff before the

wind, and Richmond assumed a moral position among
her sister townships.

Biographical Sketches.

HURIAH ROBINSON

is the sixth child of William and Latitia Coleman

Robinson, who removed from Washington county.

Pennsylvania, to Ohio, soon after it hecume a State,

first locating in Lenton township, Coshocton county,

where the subject of this sketch was born. March 2,

1816. In 1828, the family removed to Marion county,

where they remained until 1832, when they came lo

Huron county, arriving in Norwich township on May
5th of that year. Eventually the parents removed to

Fitehville township, where Mr. Robinson died in Oc-

tober, 1804; his wife following him in February sub-

sequent. Huriah derived his education in the com-
mon schools of Northern Ohio, and after obtaining

his majority he engaged in the vocation of farming.

On January 16, 1842, he was united in marriage to

Miss Mary, daughter of William and Phebe Wade
Johnson, of Richmond township, by whom the fol-

lowing children were born: Hannah, who married

John Neshitt, and resides in Richmond; William J.,

who is now clerk of the Morton House, at Grand
Rapids, Michigan; Emily O., who is deceased; Vol-

ney J., who married Emelinc Post, of Norwich, and

lives in Richmond: Eugene, deceased; Robert, de-

ceased; Frank, who married Caroline Croxton, lives

in Richmond; Josephine, deceased: and Martha E.,

who married F. B. Tanner, deceased, leaving two

children.

In January. 1843, Mr. Robinson purchased the

farm in lot number thirty-seven, in the second section,

upon which he still resides, and which he has brought

from a " howling wilderness" to a profitable state of

cultivation. He now owns one hundred and forty-

eight acres.

Politically, Mr. or Esquire Robinson, as he is usu-

ally called, is a linn adherent to the principles of the

democratic party. In his township he has always

occupied a prominent position in its politics, ami lie-

ginning witli the office of justice of the peace, which

he held twelve years, he has held everv township of-

fice, except constable, and during his service as justice

of the peace had but one case appealed. A fine view

of his residence appears in this volume.

»
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NEW HAVEN.

Thk time that has passed, since the pioneer first

walked in the wilderness by the side of the Hurou,

is almost three score years and ten. Strange and

startling scenes, in life dramas, have been enacted

upon its brink, before and since then. The Indian,

glorying in his wild freedom aud holding undisputed

possession of the forest, has here lain in wait for the

deer to come and drink, has fought the l>ear and fol-

lowed the stealthy panther. Human blood has flowed

by the side of the stream. The white man came, and
with hard labor rolled together the logs for a humble

home. The prattle and the laughter of little children

mingled with the musical babbling of the river. The
sound of the as was heard along the shore, and tiie

crushing of falling timber shook the earth. The
forest melted away before the march of the army of

peace. The country was dotted witli human habita-

tions ; a village grew up and became a busy mart. The
church and school house appeared. Where once

were no sounds but those of nature, there had come
the hum of industry, the bustle of trade, a hurrying

to and fro, the greetings of man with man. the ac-

tivity impelled by varied human interests. The river

was stopped that it might gather strength to turn the

mill. There were births, marriages, deaths, the ever

occurring joys aud griefs of humanity,—the change

and mutation of life and time. The village arose and

well nigh faded from existence again: houses rotted

away: men who were babes when the the country was

new. grew old and went down to their graves. Iu

the midst of change only the river went on un-

changed, like the poet's brook, for—

But I go on fonder."
*°'

Were the fulltilment of the task possible, it would

l>e a pleasant duty to present to the reader of to-dav,

carefully trimmed outlines of the characters of those

men and women, whose lives were passed in pre-

paring the wilderness for the present generations;

but we shall, however, present some of the facts of

pioneer life, and strive to perpetuate, at least the

names, of those who bore the brunt in the jrreat

struggle of subduing a new country—who surmounted,

its obstacles and faced its dangers bravely.

The history of New Haven has for several reasons

a peculiar interest. It was the first township settled,

within the territory at present consisting of Huron
county. The village was the tirst one formed and

the pint the tirst laid out within the present limits of

the county. Two other villages have been developed

—one to a eonsidernMe size by a -low growth, since

the star of New Haven's hope waned: the other, a

small one. recently and quickly. In addition to

these facts, the red-man enters prominently into the

recital of the first settlers' experience, aud Jonathau

Chapman—"Appleseed Johnny"—occupies a large

share of attention, because New Haven was more of a

home for that strange philanthropist of the western

forest, than any other he possessed after entering

upon the life service that made him famous through-

out the country.

snTATlON, STREAMS,, Sl'KFAl'K, FEAT IKES.

New Haven is township number one, range twenty-

three, and was generally so known until it received

its name. It is bounded upon the north by Greenfield,

on the east by Ripley, south by Plymouth township,

(Richland county), and west by Richmond. The
principal stream within its limits is the Huron river,

which flows in a northerly and easterly direction

through the eastern part of the township, and thence

on to the lake. Almost one fourth of the township,

section number four, the southwest quarter, was orig-

inally a wet prairie or marsh, which, until it had been

improved by extensive and systematic drainage, was

uninhabitnbleand untillable. It abounded, at an early

day, in willow thickets cranberries and rattlesnakes, of

the kind commonly called '"Sangers. " As the land was

improved, the rattlesnakes and cranberries and marsh

grass gave place, in a large measure, to the production

of other and more useful articles, aud now a large

portion of the once wild waste is cultivated, and gives

the farmer a rich reward for his labor in grass, grain

and corn. The marsh feeds a small stream, known
as Marsh run, which is a tributary to the Huron
river.

Stone appears at the surface in the southern part

of the township, near Plymouth village, and has for

many years been quite extensively quarried for use in

the i mediate vicinity. It is most commonly found

in thin layers, more suitable for flagging than for

building purposes.

The surface of the township is generally level, but

in some portions is slightly rolling. The soil in the

north and eastern parts is a mixture of clay and sand,

unexcelled for general agricultural pu poses. In the

southwest it is a black sandy loam.

An unusually heavy growth of timber originally

covered this territory. The river forms a distinct

dividing line between the oak ami beech lands. The
beech trees are still abundant upon the east side, aud

oak. hickory, ash, maple and other hard timber upon

the west.

ABORIGINAL HEXA IX*.

Early settlers speak of the remains of an old fortifi-

cation, plainly visible before the plowshare had
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levelled them with the surrounding plain. It was

upon land owned by the heirs of David Dow, and

situated within the limits of the town plat. The
embankments were of circular form, very plainly

marked, and trees of a large growth were standing

upon them fifty years ago.

-

THE CONNECTICUT '"Sl'FFERERS" AND THE FIRST

. OWNERS OF THE SOIL.

For an explanation of the following table the read-

er is referred to the history of Wakeman township:

Classification No. 1, Sscuos I.

Original (irunttrt Am't Lou. Cla»iifi«l by. Am'l Clatttd.

£ ' d. £ $. d.
Samuel Squirt, Jr. S3 ft S Elisha T. * Is ac Mill* 34 11 -

Walter Huddlngton " " 80 1* 8
Amosjesup '* " 90 6 0
Horton Reyn Ids - " (15 15 10
Ru hard Cainp Isaac Mills 441 19 0
Samuel Fairchild 131 8 11

Jadock Benedict 67 13 I " " 4 IT »
Abijah Baruiun " " 7 4 0
Nathaniel (irrgory .... " " 18 17 8*
8hudduek Morris M " 10 6 8
Benjamin Sbove " " S 11 inu
Joseph P. Cook " - 53 S 8
Ellutbrtb Henry or
Henrtck " 18 9 8

Toomas Benedict •• " 1 II «
Caleb Baldwin " 8 0 0*i
Aaron stone .... " " * II 0
Benjamin Wood M " 15 4
Ji>bn Porter " " * 0 0
Ellas Stilpraan .... 10 I8 6
Junathan Williams Committee ft 0 0
Thomas WlUon .. .. Jno N. Wadnwortb 50 IS 10

James Lane .... " " 9 « 10
Martin Pauhin " " .31 0 6
Lois Wells " 8 18 4
Jothani William* " " 4 19 9
Thumaa Wilmot •' " X 14 0
Abraham Tuttle, Jr. " " 47 I fl

Widow Scovll or
Ucovlt " "700

Thos Pundersoc, Jr. .... " " 14 15 7
Doctor Timothy Mix •• " 16 13 3
Israel Bunnll " " 8 16 8
Mary Kiraberly " " 40 0 O
Cornelius Thayer " " 8 17 8
Isaac Thompson M " 8 18 4
Thumns Uenhani " " 10 10 0
James Hull Wru. J Vredenburg 9 6 0
Isaac Doollttle a 17 0 1 " - 1» IS «
John Goodrich ' " 140 17 4
Abraham Tuttle 4 4 0 " " 4 17 I

Thankful Thompson 43 7 8 Committee 1 0 0
Daniel Wilmot Joseph Smith 4th 14 18 8
Corn I s Cunningham Committee 20 II 0
Rhtslu iKeuniwiu " 10 6 0
William Noves .... " 11 If •
Ebenexer Feck Ebenczer Peck 43 » 4
Abigail Starr Committee 14 1 0
Samuel While •• 3 0 1

Daniel Brown " 3 18 0
William Trowbri'lgr " 7 4 0
John Whiting. Esq. 15* 10 3 " 70 I 8
James Bradley James Bradley 4S 8 10
John Bradley. J r « 31 n 4

rof ClaosltteAlioo No I KIM* ~V

Ami ClaueU.OrlftMi Mr.li.fer.. Ami
I

Abigail Andrews
David Abbott
Joseph Adams
Lucy Barker
Joseph Bishop
Ellas Buck
Peter Bulkier
Phebe Brown
Timothy P. Bonlicon
Am. i

i nl. h

Leti Clinton
John < arew
William [>..ak

Samuel Uuuwell
Samuel hw ight
Sarab l'ai.np..rt
Hamlin I'wlght
Auio* lilllierl

John U odsell
Martin '.al|. r . dee d
Samuel ii...*l>Mn

Haunab H .l.hkiss
Ebeifter Mull
Kichapl Johnson

Ja> k A wife
Elljab King

So 4. SEtTlo). 4

Clauifird by

I

£ » d.
*ph 8 8 8

4 g 0
• «

1* 1

'

IM •
14 •H H > 4M i.

.1 10 0
U ii 1 11 0
la

10 .>

1.
4 1 •
4 s 0
• 8 u

• 14 0
1 »• 15 9.
M U 34 » 11

• • »»
'.' e 6

• « II
1 * "

i 14
1 19

I

0
M • •

13 0» •I - 1« M V 6
M It II II

M 4 14 1

5 ?! II

11 8 1

17 It II
II

11 19 10

Mark Leavenworth
Samuel Utile
Phebe Miller
William Miles
Mary Miles
William Pimchard
Philip Rexford
Fram is Sage
Elizabeth Stillman
Timothy Sperry
William Sherman
Mo-es Thompson
Stephen Tuttle
Michael Vaun
David Austin, Jr
Paul Soyes
Nathan Smith
John Austin
John Pease
N ah Tucker
J'j»epb Tuttle
David Hull
David rUM8
Archibald Austin
Justin Hobart
Eira Peekit
Stephen St John
Zadock Benedict
Matthew Benedict
Nath'l Lockw ood
Sallew Pell
Mary Oieen&late
Reliecca Crowful
Matthew Crowfut
Thomas Starr
Major Taylor
Benjamin Sr
Joseph Bei
Thos H Be
Mary Kllby

$7
176

IS
18

Vi4
118

14

4

£ a.
88 •< 7 1 a
fei 88 11 i i
M 44 5 }

44 5 19 a
u g 11 o
i) 84 13 o
«. 84> u 17 s
M M 31 10
41 44 18 o
M 88 30 13 1
** II itt 10
4* la 6 o o
•» H a 17 3
8« aa 3 18 HI

a4 It i

41 % 18 11
•s • 4

| 15 o
ii |

13

II

4

Isaac Mills 90 17 4
3

]9 14 0
it • 4 17 4 .,

«• 4- 71 18 g
1 *a :* 10 0

44 H2 11 54
•* 88 30 1 0
84) 88 H IB 7
•8 • a 101 0 9
48 •a 14
•a M ft 11 4
H •4

1 0
M 88

1 n 4
M 3 13 4

0 6 1

•m 18 i?

u 8
•0 •4

It 8
44 44 H 15 9

44 0 8 6

Footing of Clansiflcation No. S, 4.1,344 7 0

CLASStriCATIO.I No. 3, Sictio.i 3

Oritfinuf (.-ranfees Am i Lou

i' >. ,1

tm*i- 1'1,-k.- riiiaii 34 4 0
Edward Larkin
Frederick Hanllng
Nehemiah HotchkTss
Main I J 'hni-.ii

E'jelieter Ailing
William Evens
TiiiioUiv Join s. .Ir

Dam-I ii...xl»ell 1* 6 0
Samuell Howell
Caleb tlilbert

Benjamin Smith
Satbauiel Klmtjerly
Datld Mulford .. ..

Benajah Thomas
Andrew Smith
Jon Allen
Mary Slillwell
Samuel Barnes
Nathan Catlin
Uaumib Binglcy
John Richards
Hannah MausnVld
TUus Beechi'r
Get-M-ge Smith
Jeremiah McCumber
Jesse Stephen*
Maudo Cambridge
William Pheymeit
Phineas Andnis
Thomas l>avia
Lamherton Painter,

William Holmes
Isaac J. •nrs
Jonathan ^abm
Sumui'l Hurton
Tlmoth\ Tuttle ,# ..

l>a>.d lb-,., ker
Philemon Smith
Axel Klinberly. (two

p.-«er Bouhler.
Bontieon

.lann's I'biiif

Samuel Tuttle 470 1* 8

rof (

l«lfl, by. ^Im'f classed.

i a 07.

la T. S
Hills 34 4 0
a8 81 8 0
aa 14 4 II

44 »•
14 11 e

88 at
' 0 ii

44 al 18 0 8
• « 48

1 6 0
88 •8 m i 11
aa 4. 14 8 n
44 aa W 5 8
• 4 88 v< 18
• • 48

i 0
44 8 13 0
• i 44 7 18 8

*
i. 7

44 II 7 ||

M 15 17
»« IS 10 8
aa 44

II u; N
4 41

1 18 fi

44 44 10 5 I
88 13 B 0

aa *» 8 IT 0
44 »•

H 0
aa 84 so ft

• 44 80 S 8
4a 44

18 17 4
i>

14 11 4
84) 44 34 ii 11
»» 44 18 7 8

44
8J 1 »4

44
8J 14 0

aa 48 7 0
aa • a 14* :•;< »
• 4 aa -.1 II t.

• 4 *•
77 6 8

4* • • 79 8 S
S4 aa 18 •i 0
• a at M I a

44 44 It 8 «

70 14 V
'»| 17 10

• • 54 5 5

No 3. £1.344 7 0

CLASSiriCATlOJt No. I. SCCTIOM 4

Orxj.nnl Uninl-rt

Samuel Tuttle
Tlin j" a Win. Jones
1 homas W.M.hter
J»-wsi- l>*av^iiwortb
Ahner Austin
F>l»ard llu Idington
Wilnam Buddlugiou

e. Jr

Am i L.M - Am'l

* a <i

Ellana T a laai
I 9, <i.

870 It 8 Mills 418 1 i 1

• «

v. :
1«7
.'4<0

13

15

'.

1
48 44 143 | ii

sa aa 58 18 7

-17 7

at at si u

8 |

8ft ft. 37 r »
sa a - 50 15 0

Footing of ( , No i. n m t o
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A PIONEER'S EXPERIENCE IJl'RIN'O THE W A K OF 1812.

Ciilcl) Palmer was the pioneer of New Haven. He
entered, for the purpose of settlement, what was then

an unbroken wilderness, before the war. in 1811, and
was, undoubtedly, the first permanent white resident

in the territory now included in the bound- of Huron
county. He was a typical pioneer, rugged, strong,

independent! fearless. He was a surveyor, and in

that capacity hail tramped through the forest* of this

part of the country some years before. He bought

land in 1810. His family, in 1811, when he made his

settlement, consisted of himself, wife and two children,
Two men, Woodcock and Newcomb, came at the

same time, or soon after, but neither remained long

in the township, or was prominently associated with

its affairs. Newcomb died in Trumbull county,

where he had returned for his family. Woodcock
made his home on lot sixty-six. section two, and
remained a year or so. No mention of him is made
after the close »t the war, and it is probable that he
did not return to his land after going to Richland

county, at the time of the Indian scare. It is difficult

to obtain definite information in regard to Palmer,

for he seems to have had a peculiar dislike of leaving

anything to posterity concerning himself, and is said

to have destroyed many papers, which, were they now
in existence, would afford interesting particulars of

his early life.

The first few years of Palmer's experience was of the

kind that would make the stoutest heart quail. Soon
after the war began, he went to Lower Sanduskv with

an ox team, and there learned of Hull's surrender,

which left the frontier without defence. He was on

his guard on the long drive home, and prepared for

the worst. No trouble was, however, e\|>erieneed.

During the war, an aimost constant watch was kept

by the few inhabitants scattered through the country,

and scouts were constantly employed, so that the

approach of any large body of redskins might be

apprehended, and the settlers given time to flee from
their homes. On one occasion, live hostile Indians

encamped upon the river bottom, just opposite

Palmer's cabin. An attack was momentarily exacted,
but for somo reason, although they were well aware

of the existence of the house, they did not come near

it, but contented themselves with making a meal from

the corn growing near by. The danger may have

been overestimated, for it was regularly reported that

the woods were full of Indians, and rumors, probably

greatly exaggerated, reached the pioneers, of horrible

atrocities in various parts of the wilderness.

This family and one or two other settlers in the

township, and two or three more in Greenfield, lived

in almost constant fear that the terrific war whoop of

the savages would be heard about their houses, and
that scenes would be enacted about their hearthstones

similar to those of which they had heard. The
imagination pictured dangers when none existed.

Any unusual sound in the forest, the suspicious cry

I of an owl. or of a wild animal, might be the signal

for an overwhelming onslaught and massacre.

Palmer and Woodcock hud agreed that if either

saw Indians in the vicinity, a rifle shot should be

fired, and that on no account whatever, except on

I

such occasion, should a gun be fired. Palmer anil

j

"Johnny Appleseed," who was at that time living

with him. one day heard the sharp crack of a rifle, in

the direction of Woodcock's cabin; almost immedi-

ately it was followed by two more reports. Peeling

sure that Indians were near at hand, Palmer and his

companion prepared for a hasty retreat, The family

was prepared to start, the moveables were packed,

and then it being thought best to reconoiter, Johnny
started, rifle iu hand, through the woods. Several

hours passed, leaving Palmer and his family in terri-

ble suspense, and then he too, shouldered his gun
and went toward Woodcock's, expecting to find that

his friendfl had both been murdered. As he neared

j

the spot, where he judged the shooting had occurred,

his mind troubled with all kinds of apprehensions,

j
he saw. indistinctly through the bushes, a dusky
form. Supposing that it was an Indian intent upon
murder, he raised his rifle to his shoulder, took de-

liberate aim and was about to fire, when the figure

disappeared. Presently it again came in sight, and
again Palmer's rifle went to his shoulder and his eve

glanced along the barrel. Something diverted his

attention and he did not fire. A third time he leveled

J

his gun upon the form, and just as he was about to

pull the trigger, he obtained a clearer view and rec-

|

ognized -Johnny Appleseed." The rifle was duelled
to the ground and Palmer in a few seconds was em-
bracing his old friend ami explaining to him the
danger through which he had unknowingly passed.

Woodcock having become almost famished for want,
of meat, and a deer coining close to his cabin, he had
shot him. regardless of the agreement that no firing

should take place unless Indians appeared. Johnny
Appleseed on discovering the cause of the alarm, had
remained to help dress the animal, and when seen
by Palmer, wasou his way back with one of the venisou
hams hanging by his side.

Not all of thi' alarms, however, were so soon dis-

pelled as this one. At three different times during
the war, Palmer was compelled to flv from his home
an I take refuge in th< Mock house ar tfautfteht

On. e. in the fall of 1812, the scouts came to his

cabin and told him that it he cared for his own life,

or the safety of his family, he must lose no time in

reaching Mansfield, for the Indians were not faraway
and were approaching. Early in the following morn-
ing, the three horses were caught, all of the household
goods, that could lie carried, packed upon them: the
crops that had been gathered, and whatever could

i
not be taken with them, stored in the house, and the
family made the tedious and slow journey to the

|

block house. Palmer returned on foot to ascertain
the fate of his log house and his goods, and laving in

,

ambush, saw the the little log dwelling, which had
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cost him MO much hard labor to build, in flames,

while the red-skins, w ho had applied the torch, stood

about, watching its destruction.

Once, when the dread news was given that Indians

were about, the Palmers made hurried preparations

to go to the block house, and were at a loss to devise

a way to carry their children. Finally, after much
planning and anxiety, Mrs. Palmer hit upon a novel

expedient. She had. among the things she brought

to her new home, some window curtains of heavy-

stuff. These she hastily made into two large bags,

and then, putting a child in each, she hung them

over the horse, and in that manner the little ones

made their journey to a place of safety.

Palmer even went as far south with his family as

Knox county, but he liked New Haven, and could

not give up the idea of living there, and. as soon as

it was considered safe to do so, he returned, and loca-

ted upon lots fifty -six and fifty-seven, in section two.

a little distance northeast of the center, and upon

what is now known as the Xorwalk road. He was

told by the Indians, whom he afterward met, that he

might base remained in the woods all through the

war, with safety, as the Indians felt friendly toward

him and would haw done him no harm. They ex-

plained that his house had l>ccn burnt Imhuusc it was

supposed to contain food and supplies for the army.

Palmer lived until 1854, and was one of the leading

citizens of the township.

the ixiuaxs.

Most of the Indians who were seen by the early

settlers in New Haven, were of the Seneca tribe, one

of the divisions of the formerly powerful nation

known as the Iroquois Confederacy. The south-

western part of Huron county was peculiarly the

hunting ground of this tribe. The Wyandots or

Hu rons were also seen, but not so frequently: and at

times, some of the Delaware*, the kindred of the

Mohicans, about whom Cooper has woven so much of

romance, passed through the country, as did small

bands from various tribes of the Algo qttin race.

Before the settlement of the couutry some of these

trila's inhabited the Fire-lands, and held them as their

own. After the pale face came. they, no longer, re-

garded the territory as their home, and seem only to

have wandered through it, tarrying a little while here

and there, hunting, fishing and making maple sugar.

Thev had some villages in the northern part of the

Fire-lands, but none in the southern. They were

peaceable after the war had closed, and in New Haven,

as in most other townships, there were no instances

of any violence or crime being committed by them.

The Senecas passed through New Haven, on their

vvav to the eastern hunting grounds, sometimes in

bodies of several hundreds, but more often in small

companies which occasionally camped for a few days

or weeks near the bank of the Huron. Some rode

upon ponies, and gome travelled afoot. All were

clothed in characteristic Indian -tyle. The warriors

j

wore the peculiarly fierce ap|>cariiig feathered head-

j
dress, and were clothed in buckskin. The squaws

: were always neatly dressed, in short skirts, beaded

lnoccasins, and gaily bedecked blankets. They brought

baskets, deer hams and various trinkets to the

settlers, which they w ere always anxious to barter for

I bread. Hour or meal. There were strong friendships

I between some of the whites and Indians. Kven the

little children were so accustomed to seeing the dusky-

savages that they did not fear them, and, indeed,

formed for some of them strong attachments.

Seneca John, the famous chief, used to carry the

Palmer children upon his shoulders, and they learned

to like him ami look eagerly for his coming. Some-

times when a band of Indians was seen approaching,

they would watch them closely to see if Seneca John

was among them, and then if they distinguished his

tall, stalwart form, they would run to meet him and

vie with each other the honor of a ride, to or from

school, perched high up on his shoulder. The pale

faced children played with the Indian boys and girls,

visited them at their camps, and w ere upon as friendly-

terms as with the youthful playmates of their own
race.

Several Indians have been buried in the township.

Two braves were interred on the south bank of the

river, on what is now known as the Keiser farm, and

their bones still reft there, unless they have been dis-

turbed in comparatively recent times by the hand of

some vandal white curiosity seeker. A little child

was buried not far from the place where the two war-

riors were interred. About forty Indian women and

half as many men were present at the sepulture. The
body, encased in a small rough coffin, was placed in

the ground with the cover unfastened, "so that the

little spirit could easily escap?," the Indians said,

and one of the chiefs uttered a few words in the

tongue of his people, alter which the grave was closed,

and the sad but stoical band returned to the camp.

An eye witness says that an observer could not tell by

the outward signs of grief, which one of the many
squaws was the bereaved mother, but as the same

j

sub-stratum of humanity runs through all races and

I nations, however they may appear externally, there

I

was one mother's heart which experienced n thousand

fold more pain than all of the others.

.1 1 1 X ATII AX ( It A I'M A X—"JOH X X Y A I'l'LESB Kl>.
"

No history of New Haven township could lie com-
plete which failed to bring into prominence that ec-

centric man and great public benefactor. Jonathan

I

Chapman, known more commonly by the sobriquet

of Johnny Apple-eed. If the man who causes two

spears of grass to grow, w here but one grew before, is

deserving of the meed of praise, "Johnnv Applesccd
"

should receive the thanks of hundreds of thousands

I of people, whose home- are upon the fertile farms of

Ohio and Indiana, for he not only Caused the wilder-

|

ne*s to blossom as the rose, but to bear fruit for the

i

pioneers" children and their children's children.
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Jonathan Chapman, supposed to have been horn in

Boston. 1775. first made his appearance in the terri-

tory of Ohio in 1801. and about ten years later we

find him living with Caleb Palmer in the township of

New Haven. He remained here much of the time

during the war, though he was frequently absent up-

on pilgrimages to various parts of the country. The
great mission of Jonathan Chapman's life was the

preparation of the wild western country for the pio-

neer* and their succeeding generation, and through a
!

strange monomania that possessed this singular man,
!

his beneficent feeling toward mankind found expres-

sion in only one form and effect: the planting of ap-

ple orchards or nurseries in advance of the outposts

of civilization. From these nurseries were obtained

the trees which formed most of the now old and de-

caying orchards in Ohio and Indiana. Johnny's plan

was to choose a good natural local ion, in a little glade,

or in the thickest part of the woods, it mattered not
,

which. If the piece of ground which suited him

chanced to be heavily covered with timber he would

clear it off and. with the tops of the largest trees,

make a rude fence, inclosing an area of two or three
j

acres. This was done to keep the deer from brows-

ing upon the young trees. Having prepared the

ground he would sow his apple seeds broadcast, as ,

farmers do wheat. He believed it wrong to raise

trees in any way but from the seeds, and looked upon j

pruning with much the same species of horror that

other men would upon human murder. He procured

his seeds from the cider mills in western Pennsylvania

and usually carried them through the wilderness in a

leathern bag, though sometimes he was known to

transport them in a small wagon, to which be would

have an old horse harnessed, which had been turned

loose by some settler. One of the nurseries planted

by old Johnny was in New Haven, near the east mar-

gin of the marsh. When the trees were grown suf-
j

lieiently large to be transplanted Johnny either sold

them, or gave them away himself, or left them in

charge of a friend to be disposed of in a similar way.

Sometimes he exchanged the trees for articles of

clothing, but his general custom was to take a note

payable at some indefinite time. Having received it

he regarded the transaction at an end ami bothered

himself no further about the matter. He had no

business method and needed none, for he had but lit-

tle use for money. What little came into his posses

sion he soon disposed of in gifts to the jioorer settlers

whom he met in his wanderings. He was never

known to have made but one purchase of land, and
that was in Michigan township, Ashland county, the '

southwest quarter of section twenty-six. With his
j

customary indifference to matters of value, he failed

to record the deed, and lost his title to the land, a

fact of which he was probably never aware.

The |>ersoiial appearance of this strange character

was in keeping with the |*-culiarities of his nature.

He was small, wiry, tpiick and restless; his beard,

short and unshaven; hair long and dark, aud eyes
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black and sparkling. His dress was generally a med-

ley of the cast-off clothing taken in exchange for

trees, but at one time his solo garment was a coffee

sack, in which he cut holes for his head and arms.

He nearly always went barefooted, even in the

coldest weather. His head covering was as economi-

cal as the rest of his attire. For a time, he wore the

large tin dipper in which he cooked his food when

traveling, but, as it hurt his head, he constructed, of

paste board, something between a hat and cap. which

he adopted as a permanent fashion.

Religiously, Johnny was a Swcdenborgian. He
was a most enthusiastic disciple of the great seer,

and the zeal with which he endeavored to propagate

his doctrines was only equalled by his untiring labor

in planting his apple nurseries. He went from place

to place, aiming his hag of apple seeds and his

Swcdenborgian books, and when he arrived at the

hospitable cabin of some settler, no matter whether he-

were acquaintance or stranger, at once lay down upon

the puncheon floor, and, while recovering from the

fatigue of his long walk, would read what he Called

"news right fresh from heaven." He purchased books

and tracts treating of his favorite system of religion,

for distribution among the settlers, and when he had

not enough to go around, would often tear one in two

and giye the halves to neighbors, telling them to ex-

change when each had read his part. His veneration

for the hooks of Swedenborg was so great that he

l>elieved they formed a sure preventive of bodily, harm.

The morals of the man were as good as his religious

belief. He led as blameless a life as a human being

could, aud compared himself, in his simplicity of

attire and habits of life, to the primitive Christian.

Upon 'Hie occasion an itinerant preacher was bidd-

ing forth on the public square of Mansfield in a long

and somewhat tedious discourse upon the sin of ex-

travagance, frequently emphasizing his text by the

inquiry: "Where now is the barefooted Christian

traveling to heaven?'" Johnny, who was lying on his

back in some timber, taking the question in its literal

sense, raised his bare feet, in the air and vociferated:

•• Here's your primitive Christian!'" He was a veg-

etarian, and rigidly opposed to killing any living

thing for fond. Upon this point his ideas were car-

ried to a fanatical extreme as will be seen by the fol-

lowing incidents, which are well authenticated: One
autumnal night, while lying by his camp-fire in the

woods, he .observed that the mosquitoes blew into the

flames and were burned. Taking the huge tin dip-

per, which answered the double purpose of cup and

mush-pot, from his head, he tilled it with water aud

quenched the tire, remarking afterwards: "God forbid

that I should build a lire for my comfort which should

be the means of destroying any of his creatures! " At

another time he made his camp-fire at the end of a

hollow log in which he intended to pa^s the night,

but finding it occupied by a bear and her cubs, he

moved the tire to the other end and slept in the snow

rather than disturb the bears. Walking one morning
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over a small prairie lie was bitten by a rattlesnake.

Some time afterwards, a friend inquired Of him about

the matter. lie drew a long sigh and replied: " Poor

fellow! be only just touched me, when I, in an uu-

ungodly passion, put the heel of my scythe in him
and went home." Again, while assisting in the con-

struction of a road through the woods, a hornet,

whose nest had been destroyed in the operation, found

lodgment underneath Johnny's shirt. Notwithstand-

ing the fact that he was repeatedly stung by the eu-

razed insect, hi' removed it with the greatest gentle-

ness. His companions laughingly asked him why he

did not kill it. receiving in reply, " It would not be

right to kill the poor thing, for it did not intend to

hurt me."

Among his other eccentricities was that of a re-

markable stoicism, an indifference to physical pain.

To demonstrate this, he would often stick pins into

his flesh: and he cured wounds by cauterizing them,

and then treating them as burns. This fortitude, or

nervous insensibility, whichever it was, led the In-

dians to look upon him as a beiug peculiarly gifted,

a "great medicine man." aud they treated him with

great kindness, "Johnny Appleseed" made his

home with Caleb Palmer through the war. visited

the settlement very often afterward, and was as well

known here as in any part of Ohio.

About 1S:J8, he left the State and pushed further

into the west, still laboring in his self-imposed mis-

sion, impelled perhaps wholly by his philanthropic

monomania, but probably by a gnawing misery of the

heart as well, for it was commonly believed that some

bitter disappointment in a love affair, had, in his

young manhood, changed the tenor of Jonathan Chap-

man's life. If so, a great good was accomplished

through the thwarting of one human being's happi-

ness for the strange, heroic, generous, humane char-

acter, whom the pioneers of Ohio and Indiana knew

as ".Johnny Appleseed." by hi* self-sacrificing toil did

a vast service to the settlers whom he preceded in the

wilderness, and to their succeeding generations. It

has been well said of him. that "as a hero of endur-

ance, that was voluntarily assumed, and of toil, the

iK'iietits of which could only be reaped by posterity,

the name of Jonathan Chapman deserves a perpetuity

beyond that of a generation of lesser lights passed in

the glare and romance of the tomahawk and scalping

knife period."

Hut little is known of the early life of this pioneer

nurseryman, but there is every reason to believe that

it was one strangely in variance with his after years.

That he was a man of tine education i- beyond doubt,

for it is testified to by those who knew him in New
Haven and elsewhere. At a very early day he deliv-

ered a Fourth of July addre— at Bron-on. which, it

i« said by those who heard it. was masterly in matter

ami manner, a splendid piece of eloquence and a

model of thought. Mich as only a mind of tine order

could give birth to.

In 1S4T, after nearly a half century of devotion to

his chosen mission, and at the age of seventv-two

years, Jonathan Chapman died in the cabin of a set-

tler near Fort Wayne, Indiana. The physician who
was present said that he had never seen a man in so

placid a state at the approach of death, and so ready

to enter upon another life.

THE WON EE HS ASU EARLY SETTl.EKs.

New Haven was settled by a superior class of men.

Many of them had enjoyed unusual educational ad-

vantages, and a number were much better endowed
with material goods than the pioneers in a new
country generally are. As the village was formed at

an early day, there were many who came in without

experiencing the pleasures or pains of pioneer life.

This class did not, as a rule, take up laud. They
were not. in the proper sense of the term, early .set-

tlers. They located in the village and followed

trades, and their number was so great that many are

not even mentioned, while others are barely referred

to.

Beginning with the pioneers, there was Caleb

Palmer, of whose first years in New Haven, an ac-

count has already been given. He was horn in Horse

Neck, Connecticut, in IT To, went from there to New
York, aud then to Trumbull county, Ohio, and re-

moved from there to New Haven, as has been hereto-

fore stated, in 1811. His first wife was Harriet

Smith. He had by her. four children : Maria, (liorn

before he settled here, and now dead.) Meigs, (now
sixiy-eighi years of age. a resident of New Haven, lot

thirty-nine, section two.
)

Ruth, (Mrs. Jessie Youngs
of Tompkins county. Michigan), and Electa S.. (now

Mrs. C. C. Harding, of New Haven.) She married,

first, Jacob (i uyselmau. Meigs Palmer married

Betsey Curtis*. Caleb Palmer's first wife died in

IMS, and he married, several years later, Mrs. Shel-

don, the mother of the famous Methodist preacher,

Harry O. Sheldon.

Who came next after Palmer. Woodstoook and

Nemcomb, cannot be definitely stated, and, in fact,

it is impossible to state precisol ''c year in which

the first settlers arrived, for memory errs, and there

is naught to depend upon in this matter but the re-

collections of the oldest residents of the township.

The settlement increased quite fast during the years

1S14 and 1815. During fhc-e two years. Josiah Cur-

liss. Reuben Skinner.' Jus. Maclntvre, David Powers,

Samuel B. Carpenter, John Barney, Samuel Knapp,
Martin M. Kellogg, the In-chos, Henry Barney, Roval

X. Power-. ('Iii-in May. Calvin Hutchinson. Ceorge

Beymer. Wm. Clark, Jacob fspcekcr. Rouse Blv.

Joseph Dana. John Alheison. (ieorge Shirel, Matthew
Bevard, William York. Prince Haskell. Stephen Stil-

well, and many others cast their fortunes with the

settlement.

James Maclntyre and his -on by the same name,

with their wives, came from Niw fork State. The
old gentleman, whose family included several girls,

took up lot ninety, section one. At the same time

Digitized by Google



HISTORY OF HURON AND ERIK COUNTIES, OHIO. 301

came twu sons-in-law, .Samuel Knappand Daniel Pratt,

the latter of w hom, legated upon lot one hundred and

four, section one, east of the river. Knapp lived with

Maclntvre for a time, and then he and Pratt re-

moved to Seneca county. Samuel Tookcr, a pros|>ec-

tive son-in-law, came also with the Maclntvre family.

Josiah Curtiss. a native of Vermont, and his wife.

Mary Rockwell, made their home on lot fifty-six. sec-

tion two. Curtiss took as his second wife. Margaret

DeWitt. David Powers located upon lots sixty-eight

and sixty-seven, section three—the Jesse Snyder farm.

His brothers. Royal N. and Lemuel, came into the

county later.—the last named, considerably so. They

had a sister, who married Millard Fillmore. Chisim

May came from Georgia, and it is said that the prime

cause of his immigration was the fact that he had bitten

off the ear of a man and brother. He died about ten

or a dozen years after coming to New Haven, leaving

a large family. Martin M. Kellogg was for a short

time a resident of the place, and probably the first

wagon maker in it. Ho removed to Bronson. (the

history of which township contains more extended

mention of him). Samuel B. Carpenter, of New
York, took up lot forty, section two. He left about

the year 1820. Prince Haskell, noted as a mechan-

ical genius, a native of Vermont, came in, and re-

mained a short time, and removed to Bronson, where

he died in 1852.

Matthew Bevard. of Muskingum county, settled

first upon lot forty, section two, and afterwards re-

moved to lot sixty-four. It is related of him that be-

ing with his brother in the war of 1812. and the hitter

being taken sick after Hull's surrender, he carried

him upon his back from Cleveland to Zanesville.

Bevard went from New Haven to Missouri where he

died. His children were: Hiram, William. Sydney,

George, Emery. Julia Ann and John. Joseph Dana
was an early resident who was prominent from the fact

that he was a fine scholar, and for many years, taught

a school which afforded excellent advantages to a

large number of youth. He at first took up the Mul-

ford farm, but was unable to pay for it, and after-

wards resided upon the Henry Tri inner farm. He
removed some time after 1835. to Sandusky county.

John Alberson, a brother-in-law of Dana, came in

company with him to New Haven, and also lived a

while upon the Mulford farm. George Shivel who
arrived about this time, was noted as a great maker

of shingles. Jacob Speeker. a great hunter and trap-

j>er, located upon the edge of the prairie, and re-

mained there several years, after which he went to the

mouth of Pi i*> creek (near Sandusky) where he died

quite recently. William York, a native of Virginia,

removed from Fairfield county, Ohio, to New Haven,

in 1815, and located upon lot one hundred and

twenty-eight, section one. By his wife. Fannie

Ettxler,"he had several children, three of whom. He-

ootor, Ruth and Abraham came to New Haven.

Ruth is dead; the other two reside in New Haven.

William York died in 1S"»>, ami his wife in 1853.

Reuben Skinner came to the township in 1814,

bought land, and made preparations to move his

family. He took up lot one hundred and three and

j
a part of one hundred and four in section one, and

1 made his home there. In February, 1815, he brought

his family from Knox county, Ohio, where they had

been for some time residing (he was originally from

New Jersey), and began life in the new settlement.

He was rich in the possession of about forty head of

cattle, the same number of sheep and eight or

ten horse- and colts. His wife's uame was Sarah

Coleman. The pair had eight children: Rebecca,

James, Joseph, Alfred, John, Ruth, Asel Har-

rison ami Harriet. Father, mother and all of the

descendants are now dead, but John, Ruth and Asel

Harrison. John lives upon the old homestead. He
married for his first wife, Emeline Frisbie, and as his

second, Maria Reubens. Their children are: Harriet

(deceased), William, Edward and Ann, all residents

in New Haven. Ruth married St. Clair Beytner, and

is now living in Iowa. Asel Harrison is in Michigan.

Benjajnin Barney settled in the year 1826; his two

sons, Henry and John, taking up respectively lots one

hundred and fifty-one and one hundred and sixty-

one, both iu section one. There was also a third son,

Benjamin, who was insane. He once wandered into

the prairie or marsh, was lost and not found until he

was almost dead. There were several girls in the

family, among them Julia and Supliia, the latter the

wife of Luther Coe. and after his death the wife of

Rouse Bly. The Barneys were from Lucerne county,

Pennsylvania. They removed to Michigau. George

Beymer, of Franklin county. settled in 1815. He
died in 181 T, leaving a wife, Christina Beymer, and

five children: Louisa (Lisle), Fanny (Burns). William,

Maclntvre and St. Clair. The mother died in 1MB.
George Beymer had the honor of establishing the

first line of stages in Ohio, running from Wheeling

to Chillicothe. and received a gratuity from the

government for doing so.

Stephen Stilwell settled upon the town plat in

1815. His wife's name was Lydia. She lived until

quite recently, and, at the time of her death, she was

in her ninety-ninth year. Selden Graves also located

in the village about this time, but not long after

moverl to Seneca county. Joseph and Mose> Incbo.

of Knox county, settled, respectively, upon lots fifty-

one and twenty, iu section three, and a brother,

Robert, settled in Greenfield. Moses removed to

Ripley about twelve years later.

In the year 1810. there were quite a number of

arrivals. Luther Coe. a brother of the widely known
Rev. Alvin Coe, settled on lots one hundred and

twenty-seven and one hundred and thirty-eight, in

section one. He married Sophia Barney, and thev

reared a family of six children, t oe died iu 1*27, in

Indiana. His widow married Rouse Bly. Ezekiel

Rooks and William Ellis settled near the marsh (sec-

tion four) iu the same year—Rooks upon lots one

hundred and forty-eight and one hundred and forty-
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nine, and Kills adjoining him upon the latter. Ellis

died in 1824. Isaac Powers came about the same

time and took up the lot north of Rooks', but removed

to Michigan with his family us early as 1821. All

these families were from New York State. Rouse

Hlv, who came in sometime during 181»j. took up lots

one hundred and thirty-seven and one hundred and

thirtv-eight. section one. It was probably about this

time that Joseph Darling, of Connecticut, came into

the township. He married Sophia Dana, and lived

in New Haven till his death, which occurred about

1855. John Myers located, not far from the year

above mentioned, on the town plat, and Benjamin

West, Gasper and Matthew Smith, John Middlcton

and several others, arrived in the township. Henry

Granger came in about 18K, and built a tavern.

Benjamin McFarland came from New York the same

year, bringing with him his mother. He resided for

a numher ofVcars on the town plat, and is still living

in the township, aged nearly ninety. He never mar-

ried. Wm. Clark, who came at this time, or earlier,

perhaps, took up no land for a permanent homestead,

but bought various parcels upon speculation. David

Pow. of New York, came in 181 T, bought land of

Clark, and afterwards went into the shoemaking

business. He married brain Beymcr. Mcdad Wood-

ruff was another arrival during the same year. He

was drowned some time after.

Enos Rose was one of the first who entered the

settlement in 1818. Klisha Steward, a native of Con-

necticut, but for some time a resident of Pennsyl-

vania, took up lot one hundred and twelve, section

one. He married Mary Rice. Wm. Buun, of Mary-

land, came in the same year. A Mr. MeEwen arrived

about the same time, and Bunn married one of his

daughters.

Thomas T. Mitlford arrived in 181H. His parents

hail lived on Long Island, but Mr. Mulford's last

place of residence, before coming to Ohio, was in

Lucerne county, Pennsylvania. He was a single man

when ha came to New Haven, but in 1821 he went to

Connecticut, (New London county.) ami married

Phot-be Steward. Then returning, he engaged, with

Mr. Steward, in the tanning business, and in 182?

bought the faim upon which heat present resides,

lot eight v -nine, a part of lot eighty-eight, and a part

of lot eighty, section one. His wife died in ls-fin.

The children «f this couple were: Lewis, Polly, (Mrs.

T. M. Chapman, of New Haven.) Kmeline, Almira,

i H fe of I »r. \\ illiam Sn th, oi \ .<•. W. rt, ; Mai ion,

(who married Elizabeth Born, of Buffalo. New York.)

residing upon the old homestead, and Harriet, (wife of

Dr. Charles Richard*, of Jolict. Illinois). U-wis and

Kmeline are dead.

Knos Ay res settled a mile and :i half south of the

village, in 18l'.». and engaged in cabinet-making.

After 1*20 the settlement increased very slowly for

a number of years. It had grown with considerable

rapidity until then, but Judge Welle, the principal

owner of the land, in that year rai-ed the price to
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about three dollars per acre, and there seemed but

little inclination among would be settlers to take it

at that price.

Judge Ive-, of Walliwgford, Connecticut, one of the

ablest men New Haven had among its many able

citizens, came to the village in 1820, married Polly

Frisbie, ami resided there most of his years. He died

in 18»U. Moses S. Beach came the same year, and at

a later date brought his family to the then growing

and active little town. Dr. John B. Johnson came
also in 1820. He was from Southiugton, Connecticut.

He married Roxanna Andrews, settled down in the

village to follow his profession, and was doing very-

well with prosjject of fine success in the future. He
died, however, in 1824, leaving a family of four chil-

dren—.lane E.. Hermie, John B. and Wallace. Jane

E. is the wife of William F. Knight, himself an old

resident of the county. Wallace is in Buffalo, and

the other two are dead. Richard Frisbie came to the

township about this time. He married Emma
Andrews, a sister of Mr?. Johnson.

Ives Rice, of Wallingford. Connecticut, came to

New Haven in 1821. He married Elizabeth Johnson.

J. B. Lewis, of New Loudon, Connecticut, came into

New Haven in 1822, but returned etst and remained

until the spring of l*->.i. He lived upon the town

pint, and was a tanner, until 1833. when he bought a

farm— lot eighty-one. section two. and made his

home there. His first wife was Louisa White, and

his second, Susan Head. He has three children

' living: Oscar, (in Illinois,) L-ander 1L, (in Knox
county. Ohio,) and James S. (at home. John Love-

land came into the township in June. is-v'2. He was

a native of Vermont, but moved into Ohio from

Pennsylvania. He took up lots thirty-four and

;

thirty-three, section two. He was engaged for several

|

years in the production of whisky, and distilled pep-

permint and other essences. He married, in 1824,

Flora, a daughter of Joseph Dana, and several years

after her death married Calista Curtiss. His children,

by both wives, are: John B.. (in Fremont,) William

W.. (in Michigan.) Rockwell, (deceased.) Almira

Jane, (Mrs. Woodworth, New Haven. ) Flora A., (in

New York.) George W., (in Richland county.) and

<»sear A., on the old homestead.

The Brewbakers. from Pennsylvania originally, but

directly from Mansfield, settled upon lot nine, section

two. The old gentleman's name was Andrew, and

his sone were Andrew, Jacob, and John. Peter and
John Lang were among the early settlers. They
came from New York, and lived in the village. The
first named was an odd and original character, who
had a hand in alouwt every haiein->carein adventure

that was enacted in his time. William B. Moore
was a prominent citizen, who arrived in 1819. He
married Mary Graham, of Greenfield. Dr. Philo P.

Hoy, Ira Towne, John D. L>omis. Merrit Clark.

George Knight, ami several others, who took a lead-

j

ing part in the affairs of the village, became Kiridenta

|

about this time. Henry Moore, of New York State.
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also arrived in 1819. Christian Cnlp settled about

the year last mentioned in the southern part of the

township, lot one hundred and fifty-four, section one.

lie was originally from Virginia, but had lived in

Ohio some time before coming to New Haven. He
married, in Fairfield county, Eleanor Burton. They

had eight children, three of whom—Mary (Mrs. E.

Sherman, of Plymouth). Henry, of Ripley, and

Jacob, of Plymouth, are li\ ing. Mr. Gulp built a saw

and grist mill upon his property about 1834. He
died in 1849, and his wife in 187U. John W. John-

ston came also in 1822, or the following year, from

Pennsylvania. He married Temj^rance Andrew's.

Their children were Elizabeth (now in Allen county),

Lueretia (in Iowa), and John W.. who died young.

Jesse B. Frost, who came in at this time, bought first

the F. M. Chapman farm, and afterwards went on to

the Frisbie place. John Fulkerson. who became a

settler about 1820, or possibly several years before,

was generally accredited with bringing the first rat

into the township. At least the one which jumped
from his wagon when his goods were unpacked was

the first ever seen in New Haven. In 1822. Horace

Hough, who arrived from Connecticut, bought the

Lemuel Powers farm. Ebenezer Frisbie, of WaHing-
ford, Connecticut, came during the same year, and

after occupying for a short season several pieces of

ground, took the Maclntyre farm. Jasper M.

Smaller came in about 1823, and built a distillery.

During the same year came Bazaliel Rice and his son-

in-law, Jesse Oaylord. from Connecticut, and the

former took up lots one hundred and four and one

hundred atid five in section one. Enoch Conger, the

Presbyterian preacher, came from New York: arrived

in 1824. Henry Steele, a blacksmith, located the

same year in the village. William C. Enos. a lawyer,

came in also in 1824, and lived in the township for

several years. The fact that he was at one time car-

ried in an uncomfortable and undignified position

upon a mil, by a number of his fellow citizens, may
be taken by some as an indication that he was not

popular among the people. He had the satisfaction

<ff prosecuting a number of those who had indulged

in the sport of giving him a ride. Colonel Elam
Weeks, of New York State, became one of the com-
munity in 1825. He married a daughter of Horace

Hough.

After 1825, the arrivals became more frequent; the

land was rapidly taken up by farmers; the village de-

veloped; the newness of the couutry was gone; the

•est of the pioneer days passed, and the era of staid,

solier life, without the privations, the pleasures, or

the excitements of former years, was begun. New-

comers were given a welcoming, but it was not such

as those arriving before '20 had received—not so

warmly hospitable or cheering.

Hol'.SEHOLDERS IN 182fi.

In the year 1820 there wore, as is shown by the

clerk's copy of the trusted report, eighty-six house-
\

holders in New Haven township. We give the names

by school districts:

District No, I.—Joseph Darling, Jr., Joseph Dana,

Joaiah Curtiss, William Babcoek, Isaac Fox, Rufus

Love, Nicholas Doile, Birge, Matthew Smith,

John Loveland, Jacob Brewbaker, George Livengood,

Joseph Inscho, Stephen Stilwell, Francis Stilwell,

John Brewbaker, Joseph Price, Elen Lightner, Zuriel

W. Harris, Johu Stobz—20.
District No. 2.—Caleb Palmer, Matthew Bevard,

John Falcurson, Bazaliel 1. Rice, Arthur Sinclear

Beymer, Elizabeth May, Wm. Beemer, Lydia Pratt,

David Powers, Jesse B. Frost, Benjamin McFarlaud,

Leroy Reed, Phebe Hardin, Henry Steele, John My-

ers, George, Shirel, James B. U-wis, Andrew Forbes,

Almira Ives, Moses S. Beach, David Dow, James

Skinner, Jason C. Ames, Richard Johnson, Benj. M.

Bartow, Sarah Stuffey, Richard Frisbie, Roxanna

Johnson, Elisha Steward. Elum Weeks, Ebenezer

Frisbie, Enoch Conger. Jesse Gaylord, Joseph Skin-

ner, Reuben Skinner, Horace Houghf Benjamin Bar-

ney—37.
Di#tri<t i\*o.3.—William York, Luther Coe, Rouse

Bly, John Barney, Henry Barney, Benj. F. Taylor,

William Gould, Lemuel Powers, Gilbert, Mar-

tin M. Kellogg, Joseph Wilson, Hugh Long, Matthew

McKelvey, William C. Enos, William Dixon, Samuel

Gilchrist. John Shaw, Christian Culp. John Moore,

Hannah Moore, Yilliers Morrell, Ezekiel Rooks, Wil-

liam Ellis. Hepsabeth Redington, Charles Hills, Al-

fred Tubbs, Joseph Cain, Eunice Cain. — Linzcy—29.

INITIAL FACTS.

The first white child born within the limits of

New Haven township, was Ruth, daughter of Caleb

and Harriet Palmer. She was born April 29, 1813.

She married Jesse Youngs, and is still living in Mich-

igan. Judge Isaac Mills gave her father ten dollars

to be held in trust for her until she was of age.

George Beymer was the first person who died in

New Haven. He settled in the township in 1815, and

died June 24, 1817, after a long illness, contracted

while he was in Franklin county, Ohio. A large fam-

ily was bereft of a father when he was removed, and

because of this fact, and also as it was the first time

that death had invaded the settlement, the occasion

was one "' tin- intensest sorrow, An old settler,

speaking of the funeral, says that it was one of the

most agonizing experiences that he can recall to mind,

anil one of the most solemn. The womi;n who were

present gave expression to their grief in the most

heart-rending manner, wailing and sobbing during

the whole of the sad service. The sermon was

preached by the Rev. James Mclntyre. A strange

sight it must have been to have seen that uncouth,

earnest man, speaking in his peculiar way of religion,

to the little group of people who stood by the first

grave opened in New Haven.

The first couple married in the township, were

James Skinner and Harriet Beymer. Thev were
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married in June. 1811, at Reuben Skinners house,

by Caleb Palmer.

The first Masonic funeral in New Haven was that

of Dr. John B. Johnson, who died in 1824.

The first school was taught by Sophia Barney, in

1815. Joseph Dana taught the first singing school,

about 1820.

Caleb Palmer's was the first log house. The first

framed building was a small barn built by Royal N.

Powers. The first brick house was that of J. K.

Partello.

Mrs. Joseph Darling, (a daughter of Priest" Ed-

wards, of Ripley), taught the first Sunday school

about the year 1830, upon what is, at this writing,

known as the Henry Trimner farm.

The first saw mill was built by William Clark, on

lot sixty-five, section two, in the year 181G. It was

afterwards owned by Moses S. Beach. It has long

since passed away, but the old race can still I*

seen.

The first grist mill was built by Caleb Palmer, in

1810. or the year following, upon lot fifty-seven, sec-

tion two.

The first Fourth of July celebration of which any

information can be gleaned, was in 1822. It was held

upon the square, where a green bower was erected

over the speaker's stand and dinner tables. Sj>eeches

were made, and toasts responded to. Caleb Palmer

having one which caused much merriment. Colonel

Elam Weeks was marshal of the day, and George

Beymer got up the dinner. There was a large crowd

present, and in the evening the young people had a

dance.

The early sailers went to Truxville, (now called

Ganges), in Richland county, to have their milling

done. It was quite a formidable undertaking to make
a trip there and back, and occupied at least two. and

sometimes three or four days, although the mill was

but ten or a dozen miles distaift.

The first salt obtained was packed from the mouth

of the Huron, upon horses, and cost those who bought

it about twelve dollars per barrel.

The first deed of land in New Haven township was

made early in IK15. to David ami Royal X. Powers.

It conveyed the land at the center of the township

upon which the village of New Ha\cn was laid out.

The first cemetery laid out in the township was the

one <>n John Skinner's farm, lot one hundred and

three, - < tion one. It lies ip n si <and\ km>||, The
location is a beautiful one, and the cemetery in, and

has been, kept in good condition. The earliest death

recorded upon its many -tone- was in 1817.

The township records, which date back to 1815,

when the fi/st election was held, are still in cxi-teiice.

and fill a ponderous volume. The records for the

first six years were transcribed in 1841 by David

Powers, then township clerk.

The first justice of the peace, Caleb Palmer, elected

November 24. is.i">. served until 1n'.'2, when he was

succeeded by Elisha Stewart. Palmer was also the

first postmaster in Xew Haven, and one of the first

commissioners of Huron county in 1815.

The first lawyer who located in the township was

Wm. Clark, Esq., who settled as early as 1815.

The first chopping in the township, for the pur-

pose of improvement, was done in 18lo, by William

McKelvey, upon what is now known as the John

Keiser farm, lot sixty-five, section two. McKelvey

was one of the pioneers of Greenfield township.

The first wheat was sown by Caleb Palmer in 1810

—before he became a settler—upon the ground where

he afterwards located his home.

The first orchard was put out upon the farm of

Reuben Skinner. Mr. Skinner and his son took a

quantity of cranberries, which they picked upon the

marsh or prarie, to Knox county, and exchanged

them for one hundred of very small trees. The Skin-

ners made their settlement in 1814. Some of the

trees, which were set out soon after this date, are

still alive and in bearing condition. The orchard is

now the property of John Skinner.

ORGANIZATION OK THE TOWNsHIl*.

The first election in Xew Haven township was held

on the Kth of August, 1815. John Barney was

chairman: Josiah Curtiss and Stephen D. Palmer,

judges: Daniel Powers and James Mclntyre, Jr.,clerks.

Following are the names of the officers "at that time

elected; Samuel B. Carpenter, clerk: Robert Inscho,

John Barney, Martin M. Kellogg, trustees; James

Mclntyre, Chfeim May, overseers of the poor; Samuel

Knapp, Reuben Skinner, fence viewers: Stephen D.

Palmer. Henry Barney, supervisors: Calvin Hutchin-

son. Samuel Knapp. appraisors: Calvin Hutchinson,

constable: Caleb Palmer, treasurer.

The officers in service in 18,1' are as follows; R. T.

Dimm, clerk; Theodore Mills, treasurer: Abner Sny-

der, assessor; James Fitch. A. J. Seydel. Alexander

Clark, constables; Phillip Upp, E. Skinner, George

Striinple, trustees: A. Snyder, George Nichols, Jacob

Gulp, justices of the peace; Jesse Snyder, F. M. Chap-

man. E. S. Case. Charles Gaining. S. S. Snyder,

George Nichols, Cyrus King. James Hatch, members

of school board.
«

SOCIAL AMfsEMENTs..

Xew Haven having, in early times, a larger popula-

tion than any of her *\$tev townships, it followed

naturally that the people led a more jolly, social life

than in most other communities. Almost every

Saturday afternoon was given up lo amusement, and

nearly the whole population was there gathered upon

the square to indulge in various games, such as ball,

pitching quoits, wrestling, running, jumping, etc.

Many a royal frolic was hail at the taverns, and many
n jovial crowd assembled to engage in some hilarious

but harmless merry-making. Wild pranks were

played by the young men upon each other, and often

the fun was carried into the solemn rank* of their

: elders. Liquor was u»ed more or less freely on all oc-
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easions, unil perhaps, some thing!! were done under

its exciting influence which would not have been done

without it. Those who remember the "old times" in

New Haven, however substantiate the commonly ac-

cepted idea that, in spite of the general use of stimul-

ants, there was not an excess of baleful roult. On
one occasion nearly the entire population of the village

went out in sleds to a locality by the side of the

prairie, to have a winter picnic, and after having a

good dinner and a happy time, returned to the village

with the sled stakes hearing each an empty jug.

Nearly all had pnrtnken of the contents of these jugs,

but not a person was unduly or indecently affected by

it. The weddings and parties were occasions of un-

bounded enjoyment. There was a lack of formality

and of the artificial but plenty of honest, homely

hospitality and good feeling. A number of men
"and women would often go in an ox cart to the house

of a friend where they had been invited, ami there

meeting many other guests, would enjoy in a genuinely

sociable way the whole of a long, but seemingly short

evening. Sometimes the accommodations were ap-

parently insufficient for the number of guests. There

would, perhaps, be no table large enough to hold the

substantial -supper or dinner that had Keen provided,

but it was an easy matter to take a door from its

hinges and lay it upon a couple of barrels, and the

ladies and gentlemen of the olden time probably en-

joyed the various good things, set fort!) upon this im-

provised table, as their descendants do the luxuries

now more elegantly served. Some of the weddings

were great "social events," and others were noted as

many are now-a-days only for their oddity. When
Klisha Steward was married to Mary Rico, a boister-

ous, bacchanalian crowd took forcible possession of

the groom, put him upon a sled, where they had

placed a keg of whisky and compelled him to drink

while they drove away and around the country.

One of the novelties in marriages was that of

Charles Hooker and Hermie Johnson by Dr. Ben-

schooter, justice of the peace. He met them, and the

following brief conversation ensued:

" Charlie, do you want to marry Hermie?"
" Yes."

" Hermie, do vou want to marry Charlie Hooker?
" I do."

"Then," said the si-uire, " I pronounce you, ac-

cording to the laws of the State, man and wife."

t'EATH FROM " DAMPS."

(treat excitement was caused in IS'i'i by the death

in a well of two men named Pace and Hatch. They
had dug a well for Henry Harney, and. when all was

in readiness to begin the work of stoning it up, Hatch

descended in a tub, and just as he reached the bottom

he was observed to fall and become apparently insen-

sible. Pace immediately descended to rescue his

friend, and he. too, fell ami expired. It was not un-

til then that the bystanders thought of the "damps."

or noxious gases in the well. They knew, beyond the
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possibility of a doubt, that both men were dead.

After several hours hud passed, their bodies were re-

covered. Hatch left a wife and several children; Pace

was a single man. and had, only a short time before,

come into the township from Pennsylvania. This

casualty was, we believe, the first that occurred in

New Haven. It cast a gloom over the whole com-

munity.
I) ISTILLER I ES.

Whisky being an article of common consumption

and in use. practically, as a legal tender, it followed

naturally that the township should not be without

places for its manufacture. A distillery was built

within the present limits of Plymouth village in 18*25

by Lemuel M. Powers and Martin Kellogg. In 18*27

a number of men who had been engaged in the ex-

citing, if not dignified act of giving a fellow citizen

a ride upon the rail, took refuge from the sheriff in

this distillery, and it was Trom that time generally

known as "Fort Defiance."

John Loveland was engaged in the production of

ardent spirits at a small distillery near the site of his

present residence, and as many of the preachers in the

surrounding country were among his patrons it is

reasonable to infer that he made a very good article

I

of whisky. Several ministers were in the habit of

drinking at his distillery and of going to it to havo

their bottles tilled. Mr. Lovclnnd once paid his share

of support to the Rev. Enoch Conger in liquor, giving

him fifteen gallons from his still. Jasper W. Smal-

ley was also «ngaged in distilling.

ROtSF. BLY VXD THK FUGITIVE SLAVES.

One of the numerous ramifications of tho "Under-
ground railroad" passed through New Haven. Rouse

[

Bly was one of the brave, humane spirits who risked

1 all, even life itself, in befriending the pom*, fleeing

slaves, during the troublesome times beginning about

1840. His house was one of the depots upon the

road where many a weary traveler, who only knew he

was going toward the north star and freedom, stopped

for rest and refreshment. Dozens of times Rouse

Bly took men and women through to Norwalk or

Oberlin from his house in New Haven. He often

had bands of blacks secreted about his house or out-

buildings, and his ingenuity invented some shrewd

methods of concealment. It is related that on one

occasion a number of southern slave owners, who had

lost some of their human property, stopped at Bly's

place, probably having suspicion that he was one of

the '-nigger ruuners," and made a careful search of

the premises, looking, in the course of their examin-

ation, into the smoke-house where, unknown to them,

and hidden by the thick clouds of smoke, the very

slaves they had lost, crouched, trembling with fear.

BELIOIOIS MATTERS—EARLY AND LATE.

It is altogether probable that the first sermon

delivered in the township was by that eccentric, hut

j
good man. Rev. James Maclntyre. He was the only
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sou of an early settler, who lime five .same given name,

ami tame into the county in 1814, from New York

State, being then a young man. He was without

other education, theologically, than that which he

hail secured from reading diligently the few hooks

that fell into his possession, lie was awkward, uu-

COUth, illy clad, hail a poor voice, was comparatively

ignorant, hut he was in earnest. The Bible was his

great study, argument his forte. His style was dry,

plain, hut forcihle in reason and convincing. He was

a Methodist, and the creeds which he combat ted most

jKTsUtently. strongly and successfully, were those of

Calvanism and Universalism. His argumentative

artillery tired some telling shots into the forts of these

faiths. He was never stronger than when doing battle

against some advocate of one or the other belief, in

debate. In his utter disregard of dress and jiersoual

appearance, Maclntyre bore some resemblance to

another strange character— '• Johnny Appleseed"—of

whom an account is given elsewhere in this history.

The first impression created by the appearance of

Maclntyre was, invariably, one of surprise. Those,

however, who were disposed to judge too hastily, from

his appearance, that he lacked ability, were soon con-

vinced to the contrary when they heard him speak.

Early settlers describe him as a remarkably tall, gaunt,

ungainly figure, with thin, peaked face, small, deep

set eyes, and sandy hair. He usually appeared at

the place where a meeting was to be held, attired in

a tow cloth shirt, often worn in the manner of a frock,

tow cloth pantaloons, one tow cloth suspender, with

a "buckeye'" hat upou his head, ami barefooted. He
was the la»t man a stranger would have picked out ill

the little group as the preacher. He would begin

speaking in a cracked, squeaking voice, and those

who had never seen him or heard of him before, would

imagine that they saw before them some poor, cracked

and crazed fanatic. W onder would soon change to

admiration, as the pioneer preacher proceeded with

the argument of his sermon. He was. although poorly

educated, naturally smart, energetic and earnest. His

converts were numerous, and the amount of good he

accomplished, great. Ajiro/ios, of his extreme care-

les-mess in the matter of dre-s. it is related that once

upon a time, when Maclntyre and some others had

sent woolen c loth away to be dyed, that he marked

his piece with the initials of his name, anil when it

Was returned, had it made into a coat, which bore

conspicuously upon the back the large letters "J.

M'l." Although the marking could have been easily

removed, the letters being merely coarse yarn stitched

npnii the cloth, Maclntyre never took them off. ami

they were visible to the people of New Haven until

tin- garment was worn out. The preacher could plead

law us well us religion, it is said, and was frequently

employed to do so.

Among the other early preachers who are remem-

bered in New Haven, wire Hcnajah Board man.

Benjamin Vouley and Harry 0. Sheldon, of the

Me'lioili-i denomination: Revs. Enoch Conger. Wil-

liam Matthews. Alviu Coe, Wolf, and Ludivicus

Robbins, Presbyterians. Conger was a resident, for

a time, of New Haven. Coe settled in Greenfield,

ami Matthews in Ashland county.

Presbyterian meetings were held at John Barney's

house soon after the period of Rev. Maclntyre's

Methodist meetings. These meetings were addressed

by Rev. William Matthews, and it is probable that

he was the first Presbyterian ministei who preached

in New Haven. The church of this denomination

was organized, however, by Rev. Enoch Conger, who
united with the presbytery of Huron in l&'U. and for

a time served in New Haven, (ireenfield and Ply-

mouth townships. He was installed as pastor. This

church had only a short existence. Whether it was

organized earlier or later than the first Methodist class,

cannot now k> determined. No records of these

bodies are in existence, and no authentic information

can be gleaned in regard to either of them.

The historian presents herewith such sketches of

the churches, alive ami defunct, as he has been

able to glean from records and from interviews with

old residents.

It. E. t It I' Hi II.

The Methodists had an organization at a very early

[

day, but owing to the disappearance of the records

(if any were ever kept), no facts arc obtainable except

those which relate to the comparatively recent his-

tory of the church. The house of worship was built

I

in the season of 1*41 and 184 -
.' at New Haveu village,

at a cost of about fifteen hundred dollars, and was

for that time a commodious structure. Rev. S. M.
Allen was the preacher in charge of the Paris circuit

at that time. The trustees or building committee

were Joh'n Gaming. William Howard, Jacob Loar,

Le Roy Reed, and S. R. Parker. The present stew-

ards of New Haven circuit (having in charge the

churches at New Haven and Plymouth, and one

other) are the following: F. M. Chapman. J. L.

Young. J. K. Southard, John Eminersou, William

Kirkpatrick. Marvin Seaton. tJeorge Weaver. Wil-

liam Dawson, and Samuel Hook. The class leaders

of New Haven Methodist Episcopal church are F. M.

Chapman, .1. K. Southard. K. Dickinson; trustees.

Erastus Dickinson, George Mead. J. L. Young, J.

K. Southard, and (Jeorge Hough. Rev. D. D. T.

Mattison is at present the preacher in charge.

PHEK WILL HAITIsT < HI lt< II.

May '.». ls:!s. a number of |iersons assembled at the

school house near Josiah Curtiss' house, and organ*

;
ized themselves into a church bearing the above

name. The original members were ten in number:

.losiah Curti-s. Ira Seidell, Atnasa Mlanchard. FJial

Curtis*, Reuben R. Curtis*. Ephraim Heller. Jere-

miah W Iniansie, Julia L. Seidell. Ann Heller and
Calista Lovelanil. Elder John Wheeler was modem-
tor of the meeting. Reuben R. Curtis* was elected

as the fir«t clerk, and Josiah Curtis* and Ira Seidell

as deacons. Kllill Cnrti«s. became the first pastol of
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the church. Meetings were held for a time in the

School house; but, iu 1843, the present church edifice

was built, where it now stand*, on the southwest cor-

ner of lot thirty-three, in section two, at a cost of

eight hundred dollars.

The church has experienced many revivals, aud

has had numerous accessions to its membership there-

from. The first was under the preaching of Kins-

man R. Davis, and twenty persons converted by his

preaching joined the flock. Other notable revivals

were had under the preaching of the Revs. Cyrus

Conrtland, Oscar Biker, John Chambers. James

Ashley, Elder Moore, X. R. George, Ezra Ashley and

others. The present pastor is Elder Thomas Dimm;
John Loveland, Thos. Clark, deacon*; John Love-

land and Thos. Clark, trustees of the incorporation:

John Loveland, clerk.

THE It.UTIST r Ht m It

was at one time a flourishing society, and had up-

wards of one hundred and fifty members. A neat

church building was erected in 1841, which the Bap-

tists still own and allow other denominations to

use, though having, ut the present writing, hut a

small membership, they do not themselves have reg-

ular services. The church was organized in 1840, at

Deacon Stowe's house, and its constituent members

were: Elder John Kellev, Horace Hough, Horace

Stowe, Win. Gaining, Seldon Jones. Timothy Aus-

tin, Wra. Trembly, George H. Sparks, Esther M.

Kelley, Martha Sparks, Rebecca Skinner, Emily

Rooks, Freelove Gardner, Louisa Linsey, Sarah

Stowe, Freelove Woodworth, Sarah Ann Trembly,

Martha Harkness. In 1858, the church having be-

come defunct, it was re-organized with following

members : Ezra Stewart, W. R. Partcllo, W. D.

(Janung, J. Guyselman, J. J. Snivel, J. J. Kuighr,

Electa Guyselman, Mrs. Woodworth, S. Knight,

Polly Ives, Eliza Lisle, Sarah Stewart. S iphia Partcllo,

Ellen Cleland, and George A. Knight.

THE CHUBCH OF GOD,

III 18T1, an organization was effected, which, re-

jecting all other appellations, was termed by its mem-
bers the Church of God, and by outsiders, the Wine-

breunarian Church. The church was organized by D.

S. Warner. Joseph Wolf was its fii>t ruling elder,

and Solomon Kline the teaching elder; J. C. Col well

and T. S. Charity were deacons. The present officers

of the church are: M. A. Artnian, ruling, and H. M.

Linn, teaching elder. The church when organized

had nearly fifty members, but at the present writing,

has considerably less than that number.

THE f.NIVERSALIST CHURCH.

This church was organized December 15, 18T8,

with the following members: E. S. Case, Harriet S.

Case. Nettie Case. Alindn Glcason, William Graham,

Sarah Graham, Newell Curtis-, Mary M. Curtis.*, D.

H. Young, Angeline Young, Hersilia J. Young.

George Siriniple, James K. Lowther, L. Courtland

Heller. Elizabeth Cusack, George Graham, and J. H.

Lowther. Rev. T. S. Rice is pastor; L. Courtland

Heller, president: George Strimple, treasurer: K. S.

Case, Angeline Young and Sarah Graham, trustees.

SCHOOLS.

The first school taught in the township, was by

Sophia Barney. (Latham Coe's second wife). This

was as early as 1815, or the year following. The
school wa* held in a small log building, put up by

Caleb Palmer, upon lot fifty-seven, section two.

John X. Sloan taught, a little later, in a log build-

ing which stood near the present school house on the

town plat. Among the pupils were, James, Joseph,

John. Alfred and Harrison Skinner, and Maclntyre

and Minerva Beymer. Mr. Sloan had an assistant,

—

L uiisa Beymer,

Joseph Dana was for many year* the teacher of an

excellent school at the village. He was a man of tine

scholarship and had a peculiar ability in, and fond-

ness for. his profession. He labored, however, against

many disadvantages. One of them was the absence

of the conveniences for writing, which are now
thought indispensable. The pupils had no paper,

slates or blackboards, upon which to exercise their

chirographic abilities, and traced their "pothooks"

and rude letters in sand strewn iijmhi smooth boards.

A school house was built <piite early in the history

of the township, which was, for the time, an un-

usually good one. It was originally but one story

high, but another was added by the Masonic frater-

nity. Good schools have been maintained at this

building, at the village, almost constantly since the

earliest recollection of the oldest residents, and just,

at present there is one, which under the management
of Win. F. Dimm. is kept fully up to the high

standard long ago established. The district schools

throughout the township compare favorably with

those of other places.

PH VSKTAXS.

Unlike most of the early settlements Xew Haven
had a resident physician daring the first years of its

existence. Dr. Samuel B Carpenter began practice

with Roys! X. Powers as a partner, about 1814. The
population increased very fast up to 18"2o, and they

enjoyed a lucrative practice. Neither of them, how-
ever, depended entirely upon success in the profession

for a living. Dr. Selden Graves came into the com-
munity not. long after Doctors Carpenter and Powers,

remained a short time, and then removed to Seneca

county. Dr. John B. Johnson arrived in 18»0, and
continued in practice until his death. A Dr. Brown
was for a time in partnership with him. Dr. Richard

Morton and Dr. Thomas Johnston were next in order

of arrival. Dr. Lemuel Powers, a brother of Royal

X., practiced for several years, as did also Dr. Dim-
mock. Dr. Philo P. Hoy was prominent in the

township for some time, professionally and otherwise.
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Dr. Price followed the profession alone, aud also in

company with Dr. Johnston. At a later day CMUO
Drs. Buck and Myers, E. Lewis, E. L. Austin, of

Plymouth; Dr. Cope. Dr. Ormsby, Dr. F. G. Arm-
strong. Dr. Nathan Buckingham, Dr. Charles Rich-

ard* and Dr. John Krehbiel.

The present resilient physician of New Haven is

Dr. D. \V. Vail, of the Allopathic school. He was

born in Bronsou township, graduated at the Western

Reserve .Medical College in Cleveland, and has been

located here since 18C9.

XEW HAVES' I.OIM.E No. 41, 1. O. 0. K.

The Indeiieudeut Order of Odd Fellows effected an

organization in the township in 1S45. The lodge

above named was instituted on July2Kthof that year,

by Thomas Spooner. a special deputy, assisted by

several other officers. The charter members were:

Thomas Johnston, Abijah Ires. Sumner P. Webber.

Jacob W. Cleland. Robert V. Askin, D. H. Brinker-

hoff, J. Graham and William V. B. Moore. Follow-

ing is a list of the first officers elected and appointed:

N. G.. Thomas Johnston: V. 6., William V, B.

Moore: Secretary. Sumner P. Webber: Treasurer.

Abijah Ives; R. S. to N. G., William W. McVittv:

L. S. to N. G.. J. W. Cleland; R. S. to V. G., Bro.

Jones: L. S. to V. G., Bro. Benson; I S. <;., Merritt

Clark; 0. S. G., Ezra Stewart. William V. B.

Moore resigned as V. G., and was appointed con-

ductor. Alonzo Powers was made V. G.: Warden,

Charles E. Bostwick; Chaplain,* Dyer F. Webber.

This lodge had a large membership, and was for many
years in a very nourishing condition. Mauy of the

lodges in neighboring villages were an outgrowth of

New Hareu, among them, Plymouth Lodge of Ply-

mouth. North Star of Fairfield, Rome, Sharon of

Shelby, Venice of Attica, and Centerton of Center-

ton. New Haven Lodge began to decline when the

business interests «.f the village waned. It never

lapsed, however, fjoiu activity, and though its

strength hns been severely tried, still has an exist-

ence and prospects for a perpetual lease of life. Its

present membership is twenty-seven. The officers are

as follows: X. (i.. D. W. Vail; V. G., A. Snyder: Re-

cording Secretary. 0. F. Cole: Permanent Secretary.

F. Layer: Treasurer, L. S. Heller; R. S. to X. <;.,

George Strimple: L. S. toX. G., J. L. Miller; R. S.

to V. G.. Jesse Snyder: L. S. to V. G., S. L. Abbott:

Warden, A. H. Smith: Conductor, W. Severance:

Chaplain, Rev. J. R. Hall: O. ii., J. Williams I. (..,

('. Kurtz.

It is probable that a mail was carried through New
Haven as early as Itfllfl or 18K', and as late as 1813,

by a man named Facer. His route was from Mans-

hYld to the mouth of the Huron river. Andrew Brew-

baker succeeded Facer as custodian of the mail, and

made trips over the road, or rather trail, for two

years. It is said that during the whole of that time
J

he saw only three or four white persons on the route,

though Indian- were met very frequently. They made
him no trouble, however, aud were never so much a

cause of fear as were the wolves. The country was

full of these disagreeable and dangerous animals, and

it is said by old settlers that Brewbaker seldom dis-

mounted from his horse, because afraid that he would

be molested if he did so. He was accustomed to pour

grain into a basin, shaped hollow, which he had

chopped in a fallen tree, and sit in the saddle while

his horse ate.

It was some time during Brewbaker's [>eriod of ser-

vice that a post office was established in the township.

The first was a box nailed upon a post, and thus la-

terally a />ost office. Joseph Dana was the first post-

master. His duties were not arduous. People who
expected mail matter were accustomed to go to the

box, opeu it, examine t he contents, and, if they found

any letters addressed to themselves, to carry them
home—a system which would hardly answer at the

present time. Although Darling is generally spoken

of as the first postmaster, there is no doubt but that

Caleb Palmer was the first man regularly commis-
sioned to till that office. An old receipt addressed to

him, and bearing the date May 1». 1816, and the au-

tograph of Return J. Meigs, is .-till in existence.

Abijah Ives was postmaster at a later day.

A stage route was laid out through the township,

north and south, in the year 1819. It was only a
short tune anterior to this date that the roads had
become worthy of the name. They were at first mere
trails, winding through the woods, but the spirit of

improv tin lent was abroad, and regular roads were laid

out, the timber cut and travel made less tedious.

The first lietition ever presented to the commission-

ers of Huron county was from New Haven township,

and read as follows:

HtHON Col NTT. Align*! 15. ISIS.

Tv thr Cvmniiwi.iJtro of taut Count* at their .^/itrmhrr »ir« f<..y.

Petitioners, of the Inhabitants of New Haven, humbly showeth. That
there U no laid out roa.l In tli.-»e imrts; Therefore. Keutletiieii. we pray
you t<> a|>|H>lnt viewers to layout a roa'l from the smith b undary of the
township to the mouth of Huron river, l»*£innin*r at. or neur, the house
' f John Ua ney, thews- northward to the center of New llnven. thence
northward to Mi Ml. ri-l : » or Seth Brow n - on I he weit bratifh of the
Huron river, thence near the bank of the river to Charles Parker's,
thence north, on the must suitable jrrouud for a road, to the mouth of
Huron nwr.

(Sbtuedi ,U»r.s M< Intyrr, Jit., Da.mki. pR*rr,
•S t> Parmer. J she.- T.k.kir.

John Uahnci. Henri BaBMR,
Jomah CCftTtM, David Inscho,

Jso McIxttbz. s»h , i hi»im Mat.
samvelb CtMmtmt, Ltrxni Cot,
Sami el Knapi\ Titt. Brown.
1>*vii> Powers, Martin M Kiluhki.
Wiu.ua Vofet, Cslvin MtTCSIMRM,
arte* Bi rke

The second road |>etilioned for in the county was
by Isaac Powers and others, to run from the Great
Road to the Prairie. This road Was al-<> located.

John Cmicklin. Beldon Kelloscfi and James Melntvrc
were viewers, and Luther Cue. surveyor.

Tile third ami the scvuith roads petitioned for wero

al-o a-ked by residents of New Haven township.
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NEW HAVEN VILLAGE.

The village of New Haven was laid out by David

HDti Royal N. Powers, upon the 8th of April, 1815.

Tlie plat was constructed upon the plan of tlie town

plat of New Haven. Connecticut, and the village wm
as tastefully and conveniently laid out as any in the

State of Ohio. This was the second town plat laid

out upon the Fire-lands. The center of the plat, an

open space, of diamond shape, was just north of the

township center. Streets were laid out, north, east,

south and west, from the angles of this open common,

and these were iutersected, at right angles, by other

streets, all at an eo,ual distance from the ceuter of the

plat. Alleys were laid out, sub-dividing the blocks.

There were one hundred and eighteen lots, over sixty

of which were sold and improved within the first few

years of the existence of the village. In 1820, New
Haven was regarded as a rival, in matters of trade

and manufacture, of Norwalk and Mansfield. This

rivalry wh* maintained until the completion of the

Sandusky, M msticld and Newark railroad, when,

fro n combination of causes, it began to decline.

IXCORI'OKATION.

New Haven village wais incorporated iu 1*38 or '39,

but it is said that officers were not regularly or prop-

erly elected until several years later. Wm. V. B.

Moore was mavor iu 1839. No trace of anv official

mention can be discovered before that date. The first

and second pages of the corporation record are gone,

and the first date shown is 1843. Under this date, by

reference to various entries, we find that the officers

were at that time as follows: P. R. Hoy, mayor; R.

L. McEwen, recorder (or clerk): J. K. Partello, J.

C. Towne, Wm. John, D. F. Webber, James Gra-

ham, trustees (members of council).

The officers during other years are given as taken

from the record:

1844— K. L. McEwen, mayor: D. F. Webber, re-

corder: William John, Philo R. Hoy, Wm. B. Ames,

John D. Loomis. Jaco'j Guvselinan. town council.

1845—Dyer F. Webber, mayor; Thomas Johnston,

recorder: Wm. V. B. Moore, Solomon Place, James

Graham, Merrit Clark. William McVitty. town

council.

1840—Charles E. Bostwick, mayor: Thomas John-

ston, recorder: Wm. V. B. Moore, Sumner F. Web-

ber, William John, J. K. Partello, John B. Johnson,

town council.

1847—Henry Muck, mayor: Thomas Johnston, re-

corder: J. K. Partello, Sumner P. Webber, Phillip

Green. Francis M. Chapman, Merrit Clark, town

council; Cyrus Dow was appointed treasurer: and

Ambrose S. Mallory, marshal.

1848—Ralph L. Phelps, mayor; R. H. Tryon. re-

corder; James Deaner. Francis M. Chapman. Tru-

man W. Crowel, Elias C. McVitty. Frederick W.

Clark, town council; Oscar A. Deaner was appointed

treasurer, and George Burns marshal.

1849—James Deaner, mayor; R. H. Tryou. re-

corder; Wm. Kelley, Wm. V. B. Moore, Wm. John,

David Lewis. John J. Vail, town council: Oscar A.

Deaner was appointed treasurer, and Lucius C.

Brown, marshal.

Only one or two elections were held after the year

above shown, and the record, having been mutilated,

it is impossible to ascertain what officers were chosen.

The corporation went out of existence with the de-

cline of the village, ami no further interest seems to

have been taken in the matter of town government

until 1808, when the village was reincorporated. The
officers theu elected were: Jesse Williams, mayor;

Caleb Palmer, recorder: Joseph Mills, Harvey Me-

leck, Alanson Clark. Harrison Skinner, Stephen

Page, town council: James K. Southard was ap-

pointed marshal. This was the only election held

under the new incorporation.

SEW HAVEX's ItK-iT DA Vs.

In "old times," no grass grew in the streets of

New Haven. The mercantile business, in which

Royal N. Powers was a pioneer, fast increased in mag-

nitude. Hopkins, Hinman A Williams soon opened

a large stock of goods. Ives & Haskins followed.

Other merchants., engaged in business at New Haven

at the same time and afterwards, were T. W. dwell,
Benjamin Gosling. James Hannan, T. C. McEwen,
Sumner Webber, John W. Johnston and Dr. Brown.

Martin M. Kellogg built a two-story hewed log

tavern, iu 1816, or the following year, and George

Beyme r became its first proprietor. Soon after, two

framed buildings were erected for use as the lodging

places of the "wayfarer ami the stranger." Royal N.

Powers, his brother Lemuel, Caleb Palmer, William

D. Mann. Stowe, Fleming. Barlow, Snow, John

Lung, Uoiher and a Mrs. Henderson, are the best

remembered inn-keepers.

Manufacturing was started at an early day. Shoo

making was one of the principal industries, and at

one time there were from forty to fifty journeymen of

this trade in the little village. In those times, ship-

ping shoes to New Haven would have been regarded

in (he same light as sending coals to Newcastle. A
Mr. Andrews embarked in the tanning business, and

was soon bought out by Steward and Mill ford. The
business was prosperous. Other trades were estab-

lished, and their followers flourished. An iron

foundry was established by Towne and Loomis, and

a building erected in 1832. It was afterward bought

out by John Skinner, and became, successively, the

property of a Mr. Frost ami of William John. Bost-

wiek's fanning mil! and valve factory, at a later day,

added largely to the business of the village. Beside

extensive manufacturing interests, there were cabinet

shops, a steam mill, an ashery. run upon a large

scale, etc. The principal business of tin- place,

however, was the mercantile. There were at one time

five dry goods stores, ami it was not an uncommon
thing for the largest of them to have sales amounting
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to five hundred dollars in a single day. The groceries

and other places of business, had their proportion of

receipts and were coining money.

New Haven village was on the direct thoroughfare

from the south to the lake, and the merchants had

nol only a good home trade, but received the liberal

patronage of the hundreds of teamsters who drove

through with loads of produce from Mansfield and

other points in the vicinity. Goods were, in those

days, hauled by teams from Baltimore and Philadel-

phia to the lake ports north of New Haven, and the

teamsters upon their back trip gave the preference to

this village, over all others, as a place to purchase

those articles they needed for personal use, and

goodsf or people living along their line of travel

south.

These teamsters were men of considerable character

and ability. They transacted their affairs in as busi-

ness-like a way as does the captain of a vessel, or the

officer of a freight line, taking bills of lading, etc.

They drove six-horse teams in front of their immense

wagons, called "land schooners," and were thus able

to transport heavy loads of produce and merchandise.

Sometimes the roads for several miles would l»e filled

with these turnouts, presenting the appearance of an

immense procession or caravan. Many a time the

diamond, or square common, in the center of the plat,

was so filled with these teams, and those of farmers

in the vicinity, who came in to trade, that it was

impossible, well-nigh, for a pedestrian to cross from

one side to the other.

Karly in the history of New Haven, when there

were few banks in the country, when money was

scarce, ami the skins of animals, beeswax, ami salt*

or ashes, were the principal articles of traffic. David

Powers. Royal N. Powers and Martin M. Kellogg,

established a banking house and issued notes, the

lowest denomination of which, were valued at twenty-

five cents. These notes were put into circulation,

but after a short time they were not receivable

at par. and finally they we're taken in exchange for

goods by Royal N. Powers, when he opened a Store.

TUB DECLINE.

New Haven's prosperity began at an early day. in-

creased rapidly and ceased suddenly. Fortune is

tickle with communities as well as men. She smiled

upon this one in its infancy; withdrew her favor and

put the pasl and present conditions of the village

into a forcible and saddening contrast. The San-

dusky and Newark railroad was built in the years

1843 and 1*4». Now Haven lay directly in the way

of the proposed road, and its people were called upon

to aid the enterprise to the extent of a fear thousand

dollars. The amount asked for would probably have

la-en subscribed, had it not been for the counsel of

Judge Ives. He regarded it as impossible to build

the road by anv other route than through the village,

an I ad\wd ftjEninsI extending any financial a-sUtance

to the railroad company. The tavern men, too.

fought the proposition to have the road come
through the village, thinking that their business

would be damaged, when the teaming wa.s superseded

by the iron-horse. The managers of the company
became angered at the coolness shown by the New
Haven people, and instead of running the road

straight through from Sandusky, south, as they could

have done most easily and cheaply, made a curve to

the westward and, leaving New Haven and Greenfield

center in the lurch, entered the village of Plymouth,

then a smaller place than New Haven, much to its

I future advantage.

Even after this discrimination against them,

the peojde of New Haven might have secured a

greater benefit from the railroad than did Ply-

mouth, had they boon able to look a little way

into the future. The track was bnt a short distance

west of the village, and had warehouses been built

there. New Haven would, doubtless, have led Ply-

mouth to-day. for she had the advantage of prestige

and of business already established, and the village

would have giown tointrd the railroad. In these

days, however, a railroad was thought to be of no ad-

vantage to a town or village unless it ran through its

principal street. Warehouses were built upon the

village plat, and a track laid upon spiles, was run up
to them from the main line, cars were run over them

a few times, and then the track and the warehouses

were abandoned, and then began the decline that has

left the village only a shabby vestige of it* former

superiority.

The decay of villages, as well a* the deteriora-

tion of men, is always a melancholy sight. New
Haven, to-day, has many deserted, dreary, weather-

stained and windowless houses, which silently attest

that '"better days" have been. Many houses were

moved away, and are now answering the purpose

of farm out-buildings, some were torn down and

others burned. Only a few of the old edifices re-

main in use at the Tillage.

New Haven ha*, however, retained the school and

the church, while losing «o large an amount of busi-

ness, and her people are of the class who, while they

deplore the loss of activity which the place has ex-

perienced, have social, moral and religious resources.

I

perhaps in a larger decree than in more bustling

communities, and make the best of what remains.

Frederick Layer is postmaster, and was com-

j

missioned in ls04. There are three stores; that

of Theodore Mills and Frederick Layer being the

largi •'. L .
s. Helli r and Thomas J, I 'nsack diride

the balance of the business, in the grocery line. The
harness maker is A. J. Seydel; blacksmiths, Orrin T.

C.ile. T. s. Charity. .1. K. Partello: wagon makers,

Kurtz \ Cole; pump* are manufactured by

Smith. There are no other mechanical industries in

the village, except a saw mill built many years ago by

S. K. Ruth and M. Kie-cr. and which has been run,

,
since l >»•;•». by L Pennington.
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PLYMOUTH VILLAGE.

Plymouth, ilieu called Paris, was laid out in 1825, !

at the junction of latitude forty-one and Beat's mili-

tary road, by Abram Trux. Jonn Barney and Lemuel I

Powers. * It consisted of forty-one in-lots. and lay
j

partly in New Haven township and partly in Plymouth

township, (Kichland county). The village had a

rapid growth. All of the original forty-one lots were 1

sold within two years' time, and several additions

were made to the town plat. The first frame building

in the village was erected by William t rail, and the
:

second was built by three young men from Pittsburgh,

by the name of Wilson. The third frame was erected

and inclosed by Sylvester Kellogg, but was sold to,

and finished by Matthew McKelvoy, who moved into
j

it the first stock of goods opened in the place.

Wheu the plat was laid out it included sixteen log

cabins, occupied by Abram Trux. Patrick Lynch,

Benjamin Woolly, Youug, Knos Ruse, Abuer

Harkness, A. D. W. Bodlev, Harlow Barney. John

Barney. Henry Barney. Christian Culp. Hugh Long,

B. F. Taylor. W. C. Enos and Lemuel Powers.

Lemuel Powers was the first physician in the vil-

lage; W. C. Enos. the first lawyer: Mr. Curtis*, the

first tavlor; W. B. Moore and John Skinner, the first

shoe makers: Hugh Long, the first tanner; Patrick

Lynch, the first blacksmith; Robert Morfoot, the

first bricklayer and plasterer: A. I). W. Bodlcy, the

first wheelwright: and Anthony McLaughlin the first

cooper.

A saw and grist mill was built by Abram Trux,

soon after the village was laid out.

The first tavern was built by James Dreuuan.

Two others were established soon after this one. by

Jacob Heller and a Mr. Lindsey. Two distilleries

were started—one by Lemuel Powers and the other

by M. McKelvey. The latter was obliged to discon-

tinue his business because of an injury which he re-

ceived, and the former, being converted to the total

abstinence view, changed his distillery into a hat fac-

tory, which he conducted successfully for many
years.

Among the oldest settlers of Plymouth village are.

Robert Morfoot, W. W. Dreuuan, B. B. Taylor and
;

B. F. Day. B, Taylor came in, in the year 1841.

Dreuuan, in the year 1855; he was from Pennsylvania,

orignally, and married Hannah Briukerhoff. of

Owasco, New York. Morfoot came from Trumbull

county. His wife's maiden name was Sarah Heller.

B. F. Day arrived in 1836. Another old settler was

Andy McLaughlin: his wife, Rhodu, is still living in

the village,—Mrs. .Marshall.

I

THE MLL.voE INCORPORATED.

AlHMit the year 1834, the village of Plymouth was

incoqKirated. but as the records previous to the year

•' For the facta here (flren, In relation to the carl) hUtory or t'l)'W>uth

Tillage, the historian l« largely imJel.t.-.l to W W Drennaa, E*|

t Other early fteUlers are mentioned In the history of the towuahfp.

which include, half of the village.

1855, are not in existence, the early officers cannot be

given. The first mayor was probably A. D. W. Bod-

ley, and the clerk, at the same time. Robert Morfoot.

We give the officers elected in 18TS, as a matter which

will sometime be of interest. They are : Mayor,

Jacob Culp; clerk, J. C. Beekman: members of coun-

cil. W. B. Cuykeudall. Win. McClinchy, H. M. Par-

ker, Phillip Upp. J. N. Fleming, L. B. Guusaullus; su-

pervisor. Alexander Clark; treasurer. Daniel Wyandt;

marshall. C. A. Beelman.

When it was proposed to change the name of Paris

to that now in use, it was opposed by some, because

"Plymouth wits a damned Yankee name," " a cursed

Puritan name," etc. But the name was adopted,

nevertheless, and with it much of the principle which

is always associated in imagination with the word.

The village took an early stand upon the temperance

question, and for many years was avoided by a cer-

tain class, because it was "fanatical upon the drinking

question." Robert Morfoot raised the first building

in Plymouth, that went up without the aid of whisky.

EAKLV SCHOOLS.

In the same year it was laid out, the people of

Paris, built a small house, which, according to the

terms of the subscription, was to l>e used for school

and religious purposes. All denominations were en-

titled to its occupancy. Aaron B. Howe was the

first teacher, and is said to have hud an excellent

school, which was so well appreciated that many came
from a distance of from two to three miles to attend

it. A Mr. Brown succeeded Howe as pedagogue.

Mr. McKclvev, in 1830, erected a small building

and established a seminary for young ladies. He pro-

cured competent teacher*, and the school became

tptite popular and useful. The young ladies of the

surrounding country, very geuerally took advantage

of the opportunity offered them of acquiring an edu-

cation at this seminary. An additional school house

was built in 1832, and this, with "the old red school

house." as the one first built was called, subserved

the needs of the village until 1851, when the union

school house was erected. This building, it is said,

gave the children of Plymouth better accommodations

than were at that time afforded in anv of the villages

of Huron or Richland counties. This was replaced

with the present structure in 18?3.

PLYMOUTH Pt'BMC SCHOOLS.

The superintendents who have had charge of the

schools since their organization as nnion schools

—

April 0, 1849,—have been as follows: In 1850. C. L.

Royce was chosen as the first superintendent, and

continued as such until August 4, 1S">3, when Solomon

Spaulding was elected ns his successor. J. Markhiini

was elected June 22, 1854; J. B. Getman. June 0,

ls~>?: Allen Armstrong, March 4, 18*14: .1. Markham,

re-elected September 5, 18U5: W. A. Guutaullus,

elected August 9, 1800: Richard Parsons. July 24,

1SU, and C. W. Butler, the present superintendent.
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July »>, 1875. On September 13, 1875, the schools

were opened iu the uew .building, six rooms being

occupied, and an enrollment of three hundred and

fifty pupils. There are six teachers employed, beside

the superintendent. The system of instruction fol-

lowed is similar to that of the most approved schools,

very simple, yet practical, the main object being,

—

first—to give the pupils a good, common business ed-

ucation. There is not a rigid adherence to the jihm

of any particular text book, the work being provided

by the superintendent each month. The course of

study consists of thirteen years ; after eight years are

spent in the study of the common branches, there

remain five years for the completion of the higher

studies of the course. The schools are in excellent

grade," there being two grades, of one year each, in each

room, except in the high school, which has three

grades. Since the re-organization of the schools and

adoption of a course of study, in 1875, there has been

one class of six graduated— in June, 1877. Hereafter

there will be a class each year. A concise report of the

schools has been issued each year, since 1875, showing

the condition of the schools at the end of the partic-

ular year.

The schools are in a thriv ing condition. The corps

of teachers, at the present time, stands as follows:

Superintendent, C. \V. Butler; high school, Mrs. 0.

W. Butler; A grammar. Miss Kate Tubhs; B gram-

mar. Miss Nora Keed ; A primary, Miss Stella

Billstein; B primary, Miss Sarah Tucker; C primary,

Miss Mary Culp.

Board of Education: S. Bloom, president; Solomon

Spear, secretary: Wells Rogers, treasurer: Josiah

Wyandt, George Hoffman and A. K. Plaok.

»i HOOL BUILDLKQ.

At a meeting of the Board of Education, March 4,

1874, it was decided to submit to the voters the pro-

priety of building a new school house. The vote was

taken, April 14, and resulted by a huge majority in

its favor. The building is a brick structure, three

stories high, and a basement. There are, at the

present time. six regular school rooms, a recitation

room and a su|>erintendcni's office in use. The rooms

are all well furnished, lighted, heated ami ventilated;

halls wide and roomy, ami the building, as a whole,

one of the finest in the State. Its cost was about

twenty-five thousand dollars.

KKMOSTHKNEVX LITERARY SOCIETY.

Tin-' sh irty was organized iu the fall of 1*75, iu

Connection with the high school. It enrolls about

one hundred and fifty memlters. counting IhiiIi present

and absent mvmliers. Its efforts have been attended

with a marked degree of sncce-s. Its hall is well

furnished. Since its organization, the society has

purchased an organ, chandeliers, books, and a com-

plete set of ZeHV Encyclopedia*. It is regarded with

UUCh pride by the patron* of the school.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN' < ill IU H OK PLY MOUTH.

The First Presbyterian church, of Plymouth, was

organized by Rev. William Matthews, February 'Z'2,

1819, and consisted of the following named members,

there being forty-one in all—twenty males, and twen-

ty-one females: Mr. and Mrs. Levi Bodley. Mr. and

Mrs. Abram Van Houten, Mr. and Mrs. George Mack,

Mr. and Mrs. John Bodlev. Mr. and Mrs. William

Vanllect. Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Wilson, Mr. and Mrs.

Joseph Wilson. Mr. aud Mrs. David Bodlev, Mr. and

Mrs. Andrew Dewit, Mr. ami Mrs. Jesse Bodley. Mr.

and Mrs. Jacob Conklin, Mr. and Mrs. William Glit-

tery, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Bodley, Mr. and Mrs. James

Davis, Mr. and Mrs. George Garret, John Conklin,

William Bodley, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Gunsaullus. Levi

Gunsaullus. Abram I. Brevier, Sophia Bodlv. Hannah
Bodley. Dinah Bodlev, Jane Bodley and Mary Morrow.

Nearly all of the above named persons came to

Ohio from the State of New York. The following

named |>ersons were the first elders of the church

—

ordained as such July in, 1810: Mr. Levi Bodley,

John Conklin, Abran Van Houten and David Gun-

saullus.

As first organized, the church was under the care

of the Richland presbytery, but in August, 1838, it

withdrew from that body and united with the presby-

tery of Huron. It continued to hold this relation

until September 10, 187<*>, at which time it returned

to its first love, uniting with the presbytery of

Wooster, which embraces in its territory the greater

part of what was once known as the Richland presby-

tery. This relation the church still holds. The first

church edifice was a log building, erected in 1824 or

'85. It stood about a mile and a half south of the

present village of Plymouth.

In 1823, fourteen members, two of them being

elders in the church, withdrew, and formed the

Associate Reformed church, which has since ceased to

exist.

Worship was continued iu the log •meeting house"

until about I83»5, at which time the church began

to hold its services in the brick school house, situated

within the present village of Plymouth, and now

occupied as a dwelling house. In 1839 the present

churcli edifice was begun, and finished in the fall

of 18P>. It was remodeled in 1*7<>, and is now a

very convenient and comfortable building.

In 1853, twenty-two members withdrew, and formed

the Congregational church of Plymouth. The organ-

ization of the Associate ReformedI church, in 1*23, fora

short time seriously retarded the growth of the church.

The same is true in regard to the organization of the

Congregational church. But for the most part,

during its sixty years of existence as a church, it has

been greatly pros|»cred. It has enjoyed a number of

very interesting revivals, one of especial interest in

18»;i">, which resulted in the addition of over fifty

jhtsoiis to the church. Another during the winter

just closed, of equal intercut; up to the present date.
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forty-one have united with the churoh, and more will

follow soon.

The following is a list of ministers who have nerved

the church since its organization, with their time of

service, in eases where it could be ascertained. The
dates, possibly, may not be exact: Rev. Win. Mat-

thews, from 181!) to IS22: Rev. Robert Lee, 1823;

Rev. K. Conger, from 1824 to 1*27; Rev. Jacob

Wolf, eighteen months; Rev. K. P. Salmon, for only

three months; Rev. James Robinson, two years; Rev,

Daniel Biggins, four months: Rev. E. longer, from

1830 to 1848; Rev. Jonathan Cochran, twenty-two

months; Rev. William Deinpsey, from 1850 to 1*51:

Rev. William Bridgeman, two years; Rev. J. M.

Hayes, from 1853 to 1850; Rev. J. B. Fowler, from

1857 to 1802; Rev. J. S. Edwards, one year; Rev.

T. J. Keep, six months; Rev. John D. Mclord, from

18(55 to 1808; Rev. J. K. Kost, from 1808 to 1*73;

Rev. E. W. Childs, one year; Rev. J. H. Jones, from

1874 to 1878. The Rev! C. E. Barnes, serves the

church at present, having commenced labor with the

charge in July, is;8. The present officers are as

follows: Elders, Caleb Brevier, Charles Conklin,

James Reed, A. Bodine, J. II. Packer. Dr. T. S.

Seeley: trustees, Thomas Willett, T. S. Seeley, A. H.

Hutchinson. The church has a membership of one

hundred and fifty-one persons, and has no debt.

THE LUTHERAN* CHURCH

was organized in the year 1840. Its original mem-
bers were : S. H. Trangor, Felix Fcnner

t
Jacob

Harmon, John Gross, David Ganonng, Charles W.
Powers, Simon Turner, Felix T. Feuner, A. T.

Hills, G. A. Hills, A. Denison, Jacob Plank, Peter

Miller, William Miller, Jacob Miller, Elizabeth

Fenner, Matilda Fenner, Caroline Light, Maza Light,

Mrs. J. Miller. The first officers were: Deacons. ('.

W. Powers, David Ganoung; elders, S. H. Trangor,

Felix Fenner. The pastors of the church have been,

P. P. Lane, Erastns Eastman, J. Crouse, G. H.

Peters, D. Summors, J. Selmscr, J. 0. Hough, M.

T. Willhelm, S. F. Breckrenridge, J. EL Slough, G.

W. Miller, (the last being in charge at the present

writing). The church was built in 1843, at a cost of

one thousand and six hundred dollars, and has been

improved and repaired several times since. An addi-

tion was made in 180<t, at a cost of three hundred

dollars, and two years later the auditorium was

frescoed at a cost of five hundred dollars. The mem-
bership of the church is fully two hundred. Present

officers: Elders, S. II. Trangor, Samuel Fenner, J.

Brinkerhoof: deacons, Tobias Trangor, C. Fenner.

THE METHOIUST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

of Plymouth, came into being at an early day, but

not until sometime after an organization had been

effected at New Haven. The first house of worship

was erected about the year 1831, ami answered the

needs of the congregation until 1807, when a fine

brick structure was raised, at a t-x-t of about eight

40

thousand dollars. S. R. Parker donated a one and a

half village lots, and another was purchased by the

society. Rev. D. D. T. Mattison is, at the present

writing, in charse. The officers are as follows:

Trustees, S. R. Parker. Jr., Amos Cpp. B. Runnells,

J. W. Bell, S. S. Holtz, G. M. Fidt. John Kramer-

son: chiss leaders, Joseph Beachan, Amos I pp, G.

M. Eidt. David W. Slocum: stewards, John Emmer-
son. William Kirkpatrick, Marvin Seaton. The

church has a memltership of about ninety persons.

PLYMOUTH BAPTIST CHURCH

was organized at the Lutheran meeting house in

1846, the members then subscribing being: Thomas
Bodley, Ephriam Robbins. Harley Thair, James

Doolittle, Luman Knapp, William Knderby, Joshua

Rutman, Barbara Rutman, Susan Petit, Sarah

Rutman, Sarah Enderby. Betsey Rutman. Eliza Rob-

bins. Emily Robbins, Prndencc Case. Louisa Case,

Ann Knapp, and Susan Inkes. This church has at

present no organization.

THE CONGREGATIONAL

is another of the now inactive churches in Plymouth.

It was an outgrowth of the Presbyterian church, and

was organized in 1851 with twenty members. Rev.

E. P. Salmon being its first minister. A hoiise of

worship was built in 1853.

ROMAN CATHOLIC.

St. Joseph's Roman Catholic, was organized in

! 1872. by Rev. Father M. Pitts. A neat frame church

building was erected the same year. Those who were

active in starting the movement, which resulted in

its establishment, and who have since been the promi-

nent supporters of the church, were: Joseph Mitlen-

buler, Wentzel Waller and Jacob Stracker.

SOCIETIES.

PLYMOUTH AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.

This society was organized June 15. 1855. with the

following corps of officers : President, John Bodine;

vice presidents, Messer Barker and Levi B. Sharer;

treasurer, R. McDonough : secretary, I). R. Locke

(Xashv). In 1870, the organization was made a joint

stock eompitiy. It has thirteen acres of land, located
1 in the northwest part of Plymouth. The groundsare

' nicely laid out, nnd the company holds, annually,

fairs which are regarded as among the most interest-

ing in this part of the country. The present officers

areas follows : President. J. K. Brant: vice president.

Joseph Conley; treasurer, A. B. Gilson, with S. W.
Thomas and Wesley Robinson as assistants: secretary,

J. Frank Beelman: general superintendent, Philip

Upp.

HURON ENCAMPMENT, NO. 36, 1. O. <». K.

Early in the history of Odd Fellowship there was

! instituted an encampment, called Huron Kncamp-
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meat, No. $6, located at New Haven, aiul dividing

the jurisdiction between Norwalk, on the north, and
Mansfield, on the south. For many years the

organization flourished, but finally, by reason of its

funds becoming low, and because of dissensions among
the members, it became feeble. It was removed to

Plymouth, with the hope that it might there have a

more vigorous life, but its misfortunes followed, and
about the year 1856 its charter was surrendered by

W. W. Drennan, J. \V. McLaughlin and William

Knott, who were the principul officers at that time.

The charter was returned upon the petition of J. M.
Beelman, William Davis, C. Eschbaugh, John Wctz,

John E. Hunter, H. B. Silliman, John H. Ferguson,

F. Portman and J. W. McLaughlin, and the encamp-
ment was re-instituted, July 1, 1875. The following

officers were at that timeelected : 0. P., H. Beelmau;

H. P., C. Eschbaugh: S. W., J. M. Beelman; J. W.,

John Ferguson; scribe, J. M. Lazier; treasurer, F.

Portman. Present officers : C. P., J. M. Lazier; H.

P., G. Gilbert: S. W., John Meta; J. W., F. Port-

man; scrilte, G. Miller; treasurer, H. B. Silliman.

Night of meeting—first and third Wednesday of each

month.

PLYMolTH LODGE, BO. 93, I. o. o. F.

,

was instituted by Thomas Spoouer, G. M., August

25, 1847. The first officers were : N. G., Robert

McDonough; V. G., R. 0. Pier; recording secretary,

A. Powers: permanent secretary, J. W. Beekman;

treasurer. Walter Burns. The lodge was in good con-

dition until 1864, when the charter was surrendered.

It was returned in 1871 by John A. Lee, Deputy G.

M., and the lodge was again organized, with the fol-

lowing charter members : Daniel Bremer, Christian

Eschbaugh, John Metz, Jacob Buck, T. Portner, J.

W. Mclaughlin. The officers elected were as follows:

N. G., C. Eschbaugh; V. <;., John Metz; recording

secretary, D. Brenner: permanent secretary, J. W.
McLaughlin: treasurer, Jacob Buck. The officers in

position March 1. 187!', are: N. G., John Metz; V.

0., John Snyder; recording secretary, William Jones;

permanent secretary, J. W. McLaughlin: treasurer,

William McClinchv. Night of meeting, Friday of

each week.

Rl< HLANU U'lM.E No. SOI, F. ANl> A. M.

The charter for this lodge was granted October 19.

1851. The original members were: James Drennan,

Erastus S. Spencer, House Blv, II. L. Kirtland, B. F.

Day. Marshal Webb, Messer Barker. Sanitiel Buch-

anan. John Weldon. First officers: W. M . Janus

Drennan: S. W.. Erastus S. Spencer: .1. W. . Rouse

Blv. The hall and charterof tliis lodge weredestroved

I iv tire in May, 1871, and the charter was reissued

October 19th of the Mime year. The present officer*

of the lodge are: W. M..J. \\ . Webb; S. \\\. (J.

Burgovne: J. W.. Solomon Spear: Treasurer, \\~.

Hoffman: Secretary, .1. W. McLaughlin; s. D., T. J.

Weblier: J. D., Jac<»l> Gulp: Steward*. Jacob Beel-

man and C. W. Bailor; Tyler. William McClinchv.

Stated communication on Monday evening on or next

preceding full moon in each month.

PLYMOUTH CHAPTIB So. 118, R. a. m.

The charter was granted for Plymouth Chapter

October 16, 1869. Charter members: 0. W. Williams,

D. B. King, P. L. Brink, Wells Rogers, H. Graham,

J. (i. Street, Solomon Spear, J. K. Kost, J. T. Barr,

J. W. McLaughlin, J. W. Webb. T. L. Barr, B. F.

Day. The first officers were: II. P., 0. W. Williams;

King, J. W. McLaughlin; Scribe, H. Graham. Fol-

lowing are the present officers of the organization: H.

P., J. W. Webb; E. K., J. K. Smith; E. S., L. S.

Heller; 0. 0. H., P. S. Brink; P. S., G. Burgoyne;

R. A. G, J. C. Fenner;G. M. 3rd V.. J. 0. Street;

G. M. '2nd V., William McClinchv; G. M. let

V., W. II. Bullock: Treasurer, Wells Rogers; Secre-

tary, Solomon Spear; Chaplaiu, J. W. McLaughlin;

Stewards, W. II. Burke and L. D. Vinson; tiuard. J.

W. McLaughlin. Stated communications on Friday

evening, on or next preceding full moon.

PI.VM01TU LOCK) E NO. 70, K. OF II.

The charter members of this body were: J. W. Mc-

Laughlin. A. Hershiser, H. B. Silliman, II. Saviers,

0. Eshlmngh. 8. R. Bloom, S. S. Smith, C. Waite, J.

II. Ferguson, J. N. Beelman. O. Tyson. J. Westfall.

They organized January 28, 1875. by the election of
1 the following officers: P. D., J. W. McLaughlin; D.,

H. B. Silliman; V. D., A. R. Hershiser: A. D..S. S.

Smith: Guide. J. W. Beelman; Reporter. J. H. Fer-

guson: Financial Reporter, 0. Eshhaugh; Treasurer,

H. Saviers; Sentinel, S. R. Bloom. Following are

the officers of 1879: P. D., D. II. Seiler; D.. M. B.

Beelman; V. D., S. R. Bloom; A. D., C. W. Butler,

Guide. C. A. Beelman; Chaplain, J. G. Rhodes; Re-

porter. Solomon Spear; Financial Reporter. J. A.

Beelman: Treasurer, J. M. Lazier: Guardian. J. F.

Beelman: Sentinel, 0. Gebert.

THE IM.YMOITH OIRLS' LITERARY SOCIETY

was organized Novemlier 12, 1873. The members

were thirteen girls, from twelve to thirteen years of

age, their object being to procure a library for their

own use. The first officers were : Ida (tetmau, pres-

ident; Arte McDonough, vice president: May Culp.

secretarv; Celia Selioiiberg. assistant secretary: Retui

Billstein, treasurer. Meetings were held each week.

The first effort to raise funds was a fancy fair held

December 17. 1st:*. The net profit* of this fair were

forty-live dollar-, with which a book-case and a few

1. .ok- were purchase.). By mean- of social*, festivals,

etc., the numlier of volume^ has been increased to six

hundred. The pre-ent officers are: Lou Strong,

president: Reiiu Billstein. vice president; May Culp.

Secretary; Jennie Culp, treasurer. The society has
' now a pleasant room. over the First -National hank,

i and the liUmri is open to all.
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MANUFACTURES.

The village has always been a progressive one. To-

day it possesses acquired advantages, unexcelled by

those of any place of its size. It has fine schools,

flourishing churches, a well ordered population to

support them, varied manufacturing interests, and a

live class of business men. Following are the most

important of the manufacturing establishments:
t

MAKBI.E WORKS.

The first marble works in Plymouth were estab-

lished in 1850, by B. Vinson, who did business in an

extensive way, operating in Bucyrus, Norwalk. and

other towns, as well us Plymouth, up to the time of his

death, in 1874, when his son. L I>. Vinson, took charge

of the industry. Afterwards, it came into the posses-

sion of H. S. Vinson, who at present conducts it. He
has b)th a theoretical and practical knowledge of

marble working, and has made many improvements in

this branch of manufacture, introducing, among other

things, a new, and superior polish, and a system of

monument models, to be supplied to dealers, and by

which they can take orders for work. Many handsome

specimens of Mr. Vinson's work are to be seen in the

towns of northern Ohio.

THE NOVELTY WORKS.

This establishment, known also by the name of

"Northern Ohio Bracket Works," occupies the upper

portion of the foundry building, near the B. & 0. R.

R, station. It was started in 1871, by Beelman and

Bros., and is now managed by B. F. Beelman &
Bro., who have composed the firm for the past three

years. The articles mannfact ured are brackets, mirror

frames, etc., and they are sold largely to dealers

throughout the United States.

THE PLYMOUTH M.tcni N E WORKS.

The firm conducting this manufacture, H. J.

Kroenke and J. S. Farr, took possession, in 187»),

of their present building, near the B. A O. I!. R.

station, erected in 1809 by a joint stock company, for

a handle factory, and has since then done an active

busiuess in the production of portable and stationary

engines, saw mills, road scrapers, lifting jacks and

miscellaneous machinery.

WAGON' AND CARRIAGE MAKING.

Among the oldest followers of this branch of man-

ufacturing is S. R. Parker, who began in Plymouth

in 1857. Thebu-iness is now conducted by his son. S.

Parker. Other firms in the same trade are Webb,

Burgoyne A Co., and Lynch & ( lark.

LORN PLASTER MANUFACTURERS.

Two establishments are engaged in the manufacture

of corn planters. S. S. Smith began in 1801. and A.

Mcdsker & Co. in 1870.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Cabinet making is carried on by John Beelman and

the firm of Kaylor & Sweet. The planing mills are

operated by Andrew Clark and James Tubbs. J. N.

Slater is engaged in the manufacture of harness.

Milling is carried on by Ross Cuykendall and Henry

Wolf.
"

HANKING.

The First National Bank of Plymouth was estab-

lished December 1">. 1871. with a capital of fifty

thousand dollars. The following gentlemen composed

the board of directors: H. C. Breckenridge, John

DeViney. D. W. Slocum, L. L. Kilburn, S. M. Rob-

inson, William Cuykendall, Moses Billstein. H. ('.

Breckenridge was chosen president, John DeViney,

vice president, and F. B. Tucker, cashier. The com-

pany's present organization is as follows: President,

J. Brinkerhoff; vice president, S. M. Robinson; cash-

ier. W. B. Cuykendall: board of directors, J. Brink-

erhoff, S. M. Robinson, M. Billstein, D. W. Slocum,

D. Wyandt, H. P. Stent?., Phillip Upp.

PROFES-IONS.

The law is represented by W. W. Drennan, Es<|.,

John W. Bell, Es<|.. ami F. Dow Gnnsanllus, Esq.

The physicians in practice arc Doctors R. Bevier, W.

H. Sykes, J. A. Tucker, James M. Fackler, Samuel

Holtz, T. S. Seeley, (dentist).

BUSINESS HOUSES. 1879.

HoTXL*.-S»tlonal House. George Council; Daniels House, George M.

Daniels.

Dry iJojds —F. W KlrUand * Co , D. B King A Co.. KUburn A Co.,

W. O. Hukdiltuon A Co.. H. M. Parker.

Groceries —I> A J. Wyati.lt, J. O. Brewbaker, J. O. Slreit, O. M.

Ei.lt

L. Austin, tjoan £ Lobb. John B. Oilman. T.J, Webber.

Boots asdShoe*.—Oeorge Haniok. J. H. McConulck, Wells Rogers

Hardware. — A. Upp, H. C. Gallup, (tin and sheet Iron), G J.

Rhode*. I.. W. LaDow.
Ems. Port.TRY. Bitter, etc -Jacob Culp. James K Smith. Shupe A

Dub<.iE

Ci!oTHi!.o.-Spe«r A Shield, William Miller

PhotoorapHs. —Joseph Forward.

Millisery *si> Faxoy Goods - C. .1 P..ncef.,r.

Book a. Stationery, m\—M. Webber.

Livery -Corr T. Smith. Smith Lnfland.

Jeweuut —G>«rge W. Huffman.

Meat Mareets —Bacbrach Bros.. A. Knappenherg. Adam Mayers,

Christian Erics" n

The present postmaster of Plymouth is Myron Web-

ber who was commissioned March 13, lStJ'J.

The first cemetery in the village was where the Lu-

theran church stands. The present cemetery, which

is naturally one of the most beautiful in the country,

was purchased and laid out, in 1874, by the lireenlawn

Cemetery Association.

CHIOAOO JUNCTION.
This village of phenominally sudden development,

owes its existence to the railroads. It was formed in

the spring of IS75, at the junction of the western, or

Chicago division of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad

with the Sandusky. Mansfield and Newark road, as it
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was then culled, which is now operated also by the

Baltimore ami Ohio company. It was thought by

many that a city would soon grow here in the woods,

and in fact then' was much to induce such opinion.

The railroad company erected extensive repair shops

and a round-house, employed a large number of men,

and projected other works, which, had they been

accomplished, would have rendered necessary the

employment of many more. William Watson, a

farmer who had considerable land at the Junction,

laid out nine acres, in forty-three lots, and they were

quickly sold at from one hundred to five hundred dol-

lars per quarter acre. John Miller. L. KonU. T. K.

Frazier, and Mr. Hampshire, also laid out village lots

which, like Mr. Watson's, were eagerly taken up at

fancy prices by people who flocked in from all direc-

tions expecting to realize a fortune. The village thus

formed had a rapid growth for a year and a half, but

then the railroad industries diminished 'in importance

and things came to a stand still. There has been no

increase in population or business since, but instead a

falling off. Houses that once brought a large rent

now, (March. 18?!)). stand unoccupied; the railroad

company give employment to a comparatively small

number of men. and as there are no manufacturing

establishments to maintain the business activity of the

Tillage, it has settled into a condition of dullness, in

strange contrast to its former brief bustle and buoy-

ancy. The people, however, are still hopeful, and

believe that when the railroad is finished through to

Pittsburgh that there will result an improvement in

the condition of Chicago Junction, which will rival

its most palmy days.

The people of the place, as soon as it had com-

menced to grow, built a school house ami a church,

the former at a cost of about one thousand dollars.

The church is of the denomination known as

*

THE CHL'KCH OK THE IXITED BUETHEREN.

It was started in 187<» with seven or eight members

and now has eighty or ninety. The first minister was

t he Rev. W. A. Keesey. He preached in the congre-

gation for three years, when his place was filled by

John W. Aumiller, the present incumbent. The
bouse of worship was built in the summer of 187'>, at

a cost of about thirty-six hundred dollar-. W. S.

Snyder. W. A. Kees?y. Ru-soll Raynolds. Phillip

Faulkner and Richard (!. Richards, were the trustees.

The first class leader was Daniel Cain, and the first

steward L. D. Sweetland. The present class leaders

are Charles Coulthard and Daniel Cain, and the slew-

mds. Avid Richards and Alice Rurge.

PROFESSIONS. Bt'SI.S'Ess HOI 5KS, AND TRAHE*.

The postmaster at Chicago Junction is W. B.

Kcefer. who was commis-ioncd January 23. 1*75.

The physicians are A. R. Kaufman, D. II. Young.

Jr., and R. N. Raynolds.

Samuel Bowleby put up thellr»t building in the vil-

lage, ami had the first si. .re and hotel in the village.

Besides the raildroad eating house, there is now one

goo J hotel, the Junction House, of which William

Oehm is proprietor.

Following are the business firms and individuals

engaged in the trades in 1871).

Groceries -A. M Fry, W B. Beelman. E. M NlehoU. Alleo Hon,
Ml** H. M. Je*»up,

Dry (rooM K;ti< .\ Warner
Drcos E. A. Sykea. Ellas Mason
Hardwire —John Trvgo
Millinery.—Mr* Fltckinzer and Mrs Suuw.

B. .019 amd Shoes -M .1. fell. William U-uamaetirr

Tailoring —S. Snyder

Meat Mareem -Kell^g * Auway, Lan« A Orimhalier.

Bake if and Restai-rant —Mr*. R. F Officer.

Livery -A J Crawford, Charl«t Stotta.

Bla, kh«,th* —M K Trembly. F Hemricb

Biographical Sketches.

THOMAS TILLINGHAST MULKORD
was born in Kingston, Luzerne county, Pennsylvania,

Mav 2'*. IT'.H. He is the third, in a family of four,

the children of Nathan and Polly Tillinghast Mulford,

who were natives of L >ng Island. They married

there, and eventually removed to Pennsylvania, as

above stated, where they passed the remainder of their

days.

The education of the gentleman who is the subject

of this sketch, was acquired at the common school,

which, in the new and sparsely settled locality where

the family resided afforded but meager facilities. The
opportunities were, however, fully utilized and a fair

educatiou obtained.

In the fall of 181!', Mr. Mulford, in company with

four young men of his immediate neighborhood, came

on foot to Ohio. The journey was an arduous one.

but in due time it came to an end. The Mecca of

their pilgrimage was reached. Soon after arriving in

New Haven township. Mr. Mulford and Elisha Stew-

ard purchased a tannery in what is now New Haven

village, and this business Mr. Mulford prosecuted for

some sixteen years.

In the fall of 1820, Mr. Mulford visited Connecti-

cut, where, in Lvm • township, New London countv.

he was united iu marriage to Miss Phebe, daughter of

Ebshaaud Mary Calkin* Steward, March 25, 1821.

and in a few days subsequent returned to Ohio. The

children of this marriage are: L-wis, who was born

June 13. 1822. deceased: Polly, who was born Octo-

ber 15. 1X24. She married Ceorge Moore, who died,

and she became the wife of Francis Chapman, now

living in New Haven township; has six children.

Emetine, who was born January 19, 1848, and died in

infancy; Allium, who was born March 23. 1830. She

married Dr. William Smith, and now roaido* in Van

Wert county, Ohio; her children, living, are seven.

Marion, who was born March l'.», 1833. He married

Elizabeth B.-rn. of Buffalo, New York, and now re-

|
sides on the old homestead; hare three children liar-
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riet, who was born March 19, 1833, ami married Dr.

Charles Richards, now residing at Joliet, Illinois.

In about 1827. Mr. Mulford purchased one hundred

and nine acres of land, in lots number eighty-eight

and eighty-nine, in the first section of New Haven
township, upon which he located when he retired

from the tanning business, and upon which he still

resides, in the full enjoyment of those improvements

and comforts he has wrought a lifetime to consummate.

He is now the possessor of one hundred and eighty-

two acres of land. Mrs. Mulford died September 1,

I860.

Politically, Mr. Mulford has boeu a life-long member
of the democratic party. In his township he lias held

numerous offices, among which is the responsible one

of trustee, an office he has held many years. His

elegant house, a fine view of which appears in this

rolume, was erected in 1876, and cost some tliree

thousand dollars.

JOHN SKINNER

was born February 24. 18i>3. in the State of New
Jersey, and is the fifth child of Reuben and Sarah

Coleman Skinner. When John was one year and a

half old his parents removed with their family to

Wheeling, now West Virginia. Here they lived some

two years, and removed to Knox couutv, Ohio, loca-

ting near the village of Fredericktown. They lived

here until 1815, in February of which year they came

to Huron county and made a permanent settlement

in New Haven township, purchasing some one hun-

dred and forty acres in lots one hundred and three

and that part of one hundred and four west of the

river, in the first section. This was then an entire

wilderness. A log house was soon constructed near

the site now occupied by the residence of the subject

of this sketch, a fine view of which appears in this

volume. Upon this place the parents passed the re-

mainder of their days, the mother dying March 4.

1841: the father died April 22, 1861.

John, of whom these lines are written, was edu-

cated at common school. He has been twice married:

he married Emeliue, daughter of Ebenezer and Deb-

orah Frisbee, of New Haven township, in 1832. and.

soon after, purchased a small piece of land in the

fourth section, with the intention of adding to it as

opportunity or necessity demanded. The death of his

wife, which occurred in 1835, frustrated his plans,

and he sold his lands, ami, with a brother, went into

the business of merchandising at New Haven. Soon

becoming dissatisfied with this avocation, he aban-

doned it, and assumed charge of the old farm. This

he still occupies. He was married to his present

companion on May 4. 1830. One child was born of

the first wife: Emetine, who married Bayer 0. Stiles,

and located in the State of New Jersey, where she

died. The children by present wife are: Ambrose,

who died in infancy; William II. H.. who is unmar-

ried and lives at home: Harriet, who married John
Blauchard, is now deceased: Edward R.. who married

Ellen Woodworth. and lives in New Haven township;

Annie M., who married Ralph C. Snyder, and resides

in New Haven township; and an infant son, who died

unnamed.

Some thirty-five years since. Mr. and Mrs. Skinner

became members of the Methodist Episcopal Church,

of New Haven, and Mrs. Skinner still continues a

member. Mr. Skinner has ever been an honest, up-

right citizen, of the unpretending kind, but has been

selected by the inhabitants of New Haven township

for some of its most important offices.

Mr. Skinner, on attaiuiug his majority, wheeled

into line with the old whig party, and, on the forma-

tion of the republican party, became a memlier of it,

and is to-day a staunch supjiorter of its principles.

During the Rebellion he was so outspoken in favor of

the old flag, that he was singled out for assassination

by the rebel society known as Knights of the Golden
Circle, then having an organization in New Haveu
township,

RICHARD G. RICHARDS.

Prominent among the citizens of New Haven town-

ship is the gentleman whose name appears at the head

of this sketch. He was born December 18, 1810, in

Newport. Herkimer county. New York, and is the

fifth of a family of fourteen, the children of Richard

and Nancy Newton Richards. His education was ac-

quired in the district school of his birthplace. At
the age of eighteen he went to Joliet. Illinois, where

he engaged in fanning, an occupation in which he has

since acquired the handsome competency he now en-

joys. After a sojourn of less than two years in Joliet

he returned to his native place. Here he remained

until October, 1839. when he came to Ohio and pur-

chased, on February 6. 1840, the farm of ninety-nine

acres, a portion of which he still occupies. Some
eighty-four acres of this laud is platted, and com-
prises nearly the entire portion of the village of Chi-

cago Junction lying southwest of the Baltimore and

Ohio railroad. This farm, when first located by Mr.

Richards, was entirely unimproved, and heavily tim-

bered, but by hard work has been brought to a profit-

able state of cultivation. February 22, 1842. Mr.

Richards was united in marriage to Miss Mariah.

daughter of James and Eunice Felton, who came
from Wayne county. New York (where the daughter

was bom February 15, 1820), locating in Norwich
township, immediately south of Havana village, in

1831. The children of this marriage are: Two in-

fants who died soon after birth; Ethelbert, who died

in infancy: Avis, who lives at home: John H., who
married Emma Fry, he died July 0, 18T5: Charles,

who married Mrs. Emma Richards, and now resides

in Will county, Illinois; Frank, now fitting for the

legal profession at the Theological University, Eving-
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ston, Illinois, and Aaron, who resides with Charles

in Illinois.

Mrs. Richards deceased May 4. 1874, of apoplexy.

Some twenty-two years since Mr. and Mrs. Richards

became christians, and united with the Methodist

Episcopal Church in Richmond township, with which

Mrs. Richards continued a faithful and consistent

memher until her death, and Mr. Richards until June,

1878, when, for convenience in attending worship, he

withdrew by letter and united with the United Breth-

ren Church at Chicago Junction, toward the erection

of whose church edifice he aided materially.

In politics Mr. Richards was first an old line whig

and afterward a republican, one of the staunch and

unwavering kind.

Richard Richards, grandfather of the subject of

this sketch, was one of several brothers, natives of

Wales, England. He married there and reared three

sons and one daughter. He came to the United

States immediately subsequent to the close of the war

of the Revolution, and settled not far from Utica,

New York, where he remained duriug his life. The
children were: David, who died while crossing the

ocean and was buried at sea; Richard, the father of

the present Richard G., who came to Ohio in June,

1889, locating in New Haven township, where he died

in December, 1842; his wife died in Julv, 1844; John,

who married Sally Tanner, and died in New York,

December 18, 18<51t, and Gwyn, who married John
Jones, and died in Newport, New York.

JOHN LOVELAND.

Prominent among the early settlers in New Haven
township, is John Loveland. He was born in Nor-
wich, Windsor county, Vermont, July 29. 1798. The
youngest of thirteen children. His parents were
Joseph and Mercy Bigelow Loveland. who were both

natives of Connecticut: were married in that State in

1772, and remove ! to Vermont four years later, where
they passed the remainder of their days. The father

died in 1813 and the mother in 1834.

John Loveland was educated in the common school

of his native place, and the winter of 1815 he went
to Pennsylvania and lived with an older brother until

attaining hi« majority. During the winter of 1821-22.

he came to Ohio, and, on June 29th, arrived in New
Haven township, and for about, two years lived in

what is now Plymouth village. January 24. 1824, he

purchased i distillery, and mill connected with it,

located on Huron river, on the comer of thirty-

three, in the second section, in New Haven township.

On May 24th. of the same year, he was married to

Flora, daughter of Joseph and Eta Dana, of New
Haven township. She died July «, 1831, leaving two
children, John B.. who married Martha Watts and
lives in Fremont, and William W.. who married Susan
Scott nnd live* in Van Buren, Michigan. Mr. Love-
land wa< married a second time on November 3, 1831,

to Calista, danghtcr of Josiah and Polly Curtis, of

New Haven. The children of this marriage are:

George W., who married Delila Parker and lives in

Plymouth township, Richland county; Mary E., who

married Augustus Calvin (deceased); Elizabeth C,
who married Jesse Snyder (deceased); La Fayette,

who married Mary Cook (deceased); Rockwell R.,

who married Roxy Knight (deceased); Aluiira J.,

who married Edwin Woodworth, now living in New
Haven township; Oscar A., who married Hattie Mal-

lorv and lives on the old homestead, and Flora A.,

who married Henry Loveland and resides in the State

of New York.

After prosecuting the bn iness of distilling ardent

spirits for some years, the uvocation became odious

and was abandoned. Mr. Loveland next built a saw

mill, which ho operated some time. In the mean-

time, ho had purchased a farm of a hundred acres,

in lot thirty-four, in the second section, and, upon

discontinuing the milling business, he began farming,

and in this he has been eminently successful. He
now owns one hundred and eighty-nine acres of land.

Mr. and Mrs. Loveland are life-long and worthy mem-
bers of the Baptist Church. Politically, he is a rigid

adherent to the sterling principles of the republican

party.

WILLIAM MOTSON,

son of George and Elizabeth Motsou, was born in

Boston, England, February, 13, 1827. His father

died when he was eight years of age. and his mother

in 1802. He married Mary Cooper, of Bum, Eng-

land, who was born in February, 1827, and in 1852

emigrated to the United States. He worked at ditch-

ing and under-draining in New Jersey, for three

years, when he came to Huron county, Ohio, and

purchased twenty acres on lot number twenty-four in

|
the third section of New Haven township, bnildinghis

log cabin near the location of his present frame house.

This was the first building erected on what is now
the town plat of Chicago Junction, and Mr. Motson

is properly regarded as the founder of that enterpris-

ing village, having struck the fir>t blow there for the

purpose of improvement. He added to his first pur-

chase of twenty acres, at various times, until he ob-

tained one hundred -acres, on the east side of the

railroad, forty acres of which he laid oh* into village

lots, when the question of a town was no longer a

matter of speculation. He bought, at a more recent

I date, sixty-one and a half acres on the west side of the

railroad, which lies in the township of Richmond,

and has platted four acres of this. He has paid for

his land, which he has purchased at different times,

from twelve to one hundred and twenty-rive dollars

|>er acre, and has sold a large number of lots, the

price id' which has ranged from fifty to five hundred

dollars. While Mr. Motson has been greatly beue-

!
fitted, financially, through the circumstance of an
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active railroad village having grown up where lie was village real estate. He possesses the confidence and

the first to locate, yet his success and prosperity are respect of his fellow citizens as to his capacity and

largely attributable to his own industry and prudence.
,

character, as attested in the fact of his election at

He began here without a dollar, and before a Tillage various times to township offices, having served as

was thought of he had his land paid for. Mr. Motson supervisor of highways for a period of ten years,

still follows farming, although a cousiderable of his Mr. and Mrs. Motson have never been blessed with

time is occupied in looking after the interests of his children.

RIPLEY.

Ripley is township number oue in range twenty-

two. It is bounded ujion the south by Richland

county, east by Greenwich township, north by Fair-

field, and west by New Haven. The township is

generally level or gently rolling, and the soil is a fine,

rich clay loam which originally was covered with a

very heavy growth of timber, and now returns

bounteous harvests to the farmer. The township is

generally regarded as one of the most valuable, agri-

culturally, in the county. No streams of importance

flow through, or rise within its bounds.

INDIANS.

The great abundance of maple trees made this part

of the county a favorite camping place for the Indians.

They were accustomed to come regularly in the spring

and make maple sugar. For a number of years after

the whites came, the red men carried on this harmless

and not excessively laborious occupation, the nearest

approach to anythiug like industry that they ever

undertook. Some of their bark sap troughs were

found in the woods as late as 183i>. The Indians also

hunted here, but their principal object in visiting

what is now Ripley township was to make maple

sugar. There were other and better hunting grounds

farther east, and their tribes often passed through

upon a trail which led to the Black River country,

where game was more abundant. The game consisted

of deer and occasional l>ear, and the various smaller

animals common to the northern part of Ohio and

the entire west. There werewolves, too, and "shack

hogs"—both great annoyances to the first settlers.

The remains of their habitations found by the early

settlers, and the dams still existing, indicated that

beavers were quite numerous. No remarkable stories

are told of e\]>erienee with the Indians or adventure

with wild animals.

OKIUINAL OWNERS.

For an explanation of the following table the n ail-

er is referred to the history of Wakeman township:

KIPLEY, TOWN NUMBER ONE, IN THE TWENTY-
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E.VKLY SETTXEKS.

There was a settlement in the southwest part of

Ripley township, in 1S20. Seth Foster, a man by

the name of Decker, and another by the name of

Jaralman, and a son of the latter, lived there in the

year mentioned, according to the statement of T. T.

Mnl ford, of New Haven. Foster and Decker, who

were from New York State, returned there after a

short residence in the new country. Jaralman died,

and his son moved away. Nothing is known in Ripley

of those few men, who were its transitory pioneers.

The first permanent settlement was- made by the fam-

ilies of Moses Inseho, D. Broombaek, and James

Dickson, in 1825. ami the following year. Hroomhack

took up lot thirteen, in section four. He did not

remain long in the township. Dickson settled upon

lot ten, near Mroomback, Imt not long after moved

into the eastern part of the township.

The Inschos, Muses and his wife, Jane, came into

Ripley from New Haven township, whither they had

emigrated from Knox county. Ohio, and settled on

lot sixteen, in the fourth section. .Several years later

the whole family went to Illinois, where the father

died in 1837. The descendants of Moses and Jane

Inseho were: Harriet, (deceased.) John, (in Wiscon-

sin,) Charity, (Mrs. Mymm Crawford, now in New
Haven.) Thomas, Tracy, (deceased,) Jane, deceased,)

E. H., resident upon the old place, ami David, (de-

ceased. )

Abraham Stotts, of Virginia, came into the town-

ship in the fall of 1885, and purchased land in lot

twelve, section three. John Stotts, his son, came in

the spring of 182'j, and located on lot eleven, in the

same section. Another son of Abraham Stotts,

William, came a little later, and still another, Isaac

Stotts, arrived a number of years later, and located

in section two, lot twenty-one. John and Eve Stotts

(Winter) reared a large family, of whom A. D., a

prominent citizen of the township, was the eldest.

The other members of the family are Isaac, (in Indi-

ana.) Elizabeth, (Mrs. M. Reiser, in the same State.)

Sarah. (Mrs. M. Mills, New Haven,) Martin K.. (in

Ripley.) Daniel, (deceased.) Catharine, (Mrs, W. T.

Place, in Michigan,) and George, in Ripley. By his

second and third wives. John Stotts had two children

— Mary Ann and De— ie, the former of whom is in

Michigan, and the latter in Fairfield. The descend- I

ants of Isaac and Jane Stotts are: Mary M., (Mrs. W.
Starkey, in Ripley,) Betse> (Mrs. M. Day), Kliza,

\

(Mrs. S. Howard. Ripley, ) Abraham, ( who died under

age). .Tame- and Vilanda. Jacob Stotts ami his wife.

Matilda, also came to the township at an early day.

from Guernsey county, and lie has one son, Reuben,

living here now upon the old homestead, lot six,

section two. William Stott- wa> killed in the wood-,

a few years after his settlement, by the fall of a

burning tree or stub.

Simeon Howard and his wife. Mary Wiuehurner,

came from Pca*c, Belmont county, Ohio, in 1846, j

and settled on the northern line of the township.

Their children were : Stephen, who married Eliza,

daughter of Isaac Stotts, now resident in Ripley.

William, Abby (Mrs. C. Crowd I), Mary (Mrs. I.

Case), and Anna (Mrs. Noecker), all three of Ripley.

Philip Wineburner, a brother of Simeon Howard's

wife, came about the same time, but did not take Dp

any land.

Samuel Case and Aaron Service came into the town-

ship at an early day—some time previous to 1827.

They all settled in section four. Samuel Case mar-

ried in Ripley his third wife, Margaret Doyle. He
had, by his three wives, eighteen children, six by-

each, eleven of whom are now living, Reuben, Hans-

ford, and Sydney an; in New York State; Samuel n

Michigan, James and Western in this township. Ira

in Greenwich, engaged in the milling business;

Stephen L. in Henry county, Ohio, Lucy (Young)

and Eliza (Howard) in this township, and Polly in

the West. Of Stephen Case's descendants, five are

living, viz.: Reuben, in Indiana; Nathan, in Michi-

gan; Ethan, iu New Haven township, where he is

proprietor of a grist mill; Israel iu Ripley, and Sarah

(Mrs. E. II. Iuscho), also resides in this township.

Rev. Joseph Edwards, a native of Connecticut, who
had been for two years a resident of Greenfield, came
into Ripley in 1828, and bought a tract of land which

consisted of about nine hundred acres. His home
was upon lot twenty-eight in the first section, where

he remained until his death. He was a presbyterian

minister of the old school, a man of large ability, and

led an active life and one full of benefit to the com-

munity in which he dwelt. His descendants were:

Elizabeth A. (Mrs. Darling), in Missouri; Sarah W.
(Mrs. J. Brown), Oberlin; Harriet (Mrs. J. Russ),

in Illinois; Francis H. (Mrs. Hubbard), deceased; the

Rev. Joseph S. Edwards, deceased, and Cynthia J.

(Mrs. George Paine), of Ripley.

Daniel G. Barker, a son of Ephraim F. Barker, of

Greenwich, who had settled there in 1818, came to Rip-

lev iu 1828, and settled upon a farm in lot nine in sec-

tion two, which he had bought four years previous. He
married Eliza Baker. The children of this pair are:

Uri W., deceased: Laura P. (Mrs. J. H. Donaldson),

of Ripley; Charles R., also in the township, and Amos
T., deceased. Daniel G. Barker is still living upon
the farm upon which he settled over fifty years ago.

By this time there had come into the township, be-

sides those already mentioned, James and Conrad
Lutts, Lazarus Evans. William Tanner. Michael

Artman. James Smith, Thomas Walling, Benjamin

Holliday, Kphraim Powers, ami Dudley Scott. The
Lutts brothers settled upon lots five and ten in sec-

tion two. and remained in the township only a few

years. J. Smith and Holliday were squatters from
Belmont county, Ohio, and did not own any land.

The latter lived for many year-, however, opposite the

home of A. D. Stotts. Lazarus Evans had lii* resi-

dence upon lot -i\ in section three. Kphraim Pow-
ers settled ii|K)n lot twenty-three, lection two; William
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Tanner ujMiii lot twenty-two, unci Thomas Walling,

his nephew, upon lot twenty-four. These three were

from New York State.

Deacon Timothy Austin, a man of fine character,

and for a number of years one of Ripley's most hon-

ored residents, came from Hampshire county, Massa-

chusetts, in 1830, and hough t a large tract of land

—

about one thousand acres—north of Delphi and lying

along the new State mad. It was his intention to

found an Austin settlement, but by one of those seem-

ingly unaccountable reversals of fortune, he failed in

his project. And now not one of the family remains

in the township, and even the bones of those who
were buried where the old Deacon owned so large an

estate have been removed. Timothy Austin's wife

was Rebecca Harris. Their children were: Horace

S., Dexter, Minerva, all three deceased; Homer J., in

Kansas; Addison A., in Wisconsin; Edward L., in

Plymouth; Martha (Stanley), in Illinois; Mary, Sarah,

Dwight and Frances, all deceased; anil Eliza ( Eaton),

in Missouri.

John Hare ami his sons, David, Thomas and John,

of Niatrara county, New York, came to Ripley in

1832. The father and David took up lot eighteen in

section two, Thomas located on lot seven, and John

upon lots twelve and seventeen: John Bare, Jr.,

married Amy Stout ami they reared a family of fifteen

children—ten boys and five girls—all of whom are

living. The eldest, Cornelia, (Mrs. R. Morehead
i is

in Crestline; David, in California: Hermon, in Ripley;

Jane, in Michigan; Jonathan, at Greenwich Station;

Wellington, in Ripley; Marietta (Mrs. J. S. White),

in Ripley; Henry, in Michigan; Ira, in Ripley; James,

upon the Cleveland, Columbus. Cincinnati and In-

dianapolis railroad; Corvis Minor, county clerk of

Hillsdale county, Michigan; Dwight Mortimer, in

Ripley; Josephine (Hildebrand), in Michigan, and

Jessie at home.

The Fowlers— Dennis, Harvey ami Caleb—came
also in 1833. They all located in the second section:

Dennis and Caleb upon lot thirteen and Harvey upon

twenty.

Walter Paine and his wife, Mary (Ink), of Tomp-
kins county, New York, came in in 1838, and made
themselves a home upon lot one section two. These

parents, both of whom are dead, had a large family of

children, as follows: Maria (Mrs. Hinkley); of Bron-

son; Almira, (Mrs. J. Slates); Ira, who married

Lydia M. Knowlton, and re-ides in Ripley; George,

deceased; F. C, a farmer at Delphi, who married

Mary A.. Jennings; Cyrus, Edwin and Warren, nil

three deceased: and William C in Clinton, Illinois.

Sanford Sisson, his wife and a family of twelve

children, eight boys and four girls, moved into Ripley

from Wayne county. New York, in 1833, and settled

upon the Michael Arttnan place. Father and mother

ami seven of the children are now dead. Several of

the descendants live in Michigan, one in Indiana, and

but one, L. P. Sisson. of Greenwich township, re-

mains in Huron county.

41

During the years 1832-3-4 the settlement grew

more rapidly. It had then become evident that the

township would be well populated, and the fine soil.

I good character and reputation of the inhabitants, mid

other favorable conditions, were inducements to emi-

grants to locate here. Deacon Isaac S. Ketcham
came from Manlius. New York, and took up lot fif-

teen in KCtion one. Alonzo Sloeum and Andrew
Campbell, of the same place, located respectively up-

on lots sixteen and one in the above designated sec-

J

Hon. Lewis Ingersoll came about this time. Chris-

topher Stimple, of New Jersey, took up a small farm

and afterwards exchanged for the one upon which he

at present resides. Francis Rogers, the veteran mail

carrier, came in 1832.

David Maynard and wife and their sous, D. F.,

Derauzel Z.. Thomas. Ira and John had all arrived

; k'fore 183"),—the first having come in 1831.

A moil" those who arrived a uumbel of yean 1, tin-

were Jesse Hopkins, John 0. White, Timothy Ste-

vens, now of Fairfield, the Parrotts and J. R. Knight,

a resilient of the county since 1824, and of whom full

particulars arc given in the history of Bronson.

Jonathan H. Sterling came into Ripley in 1837 and

located upon the town line in the northeast corner.

He lived there three vears and then removed to Hron-

son township and located at Olena, where he has since

resided. He was from Wilton, Connecticut.

OltOAXIZATIOX OF THE TOWXSHII'.

The township was organized as soon as there were

a sufficient number of voters. April 2, 1827, the

j

first township election was held. The electors who,

ujHjn that day, exercised their rights of franchise,

were: Abraham .Stotts, .lames Dickson, Aaron Ser-

vice. Samuel Case, Daniel Broomback. James L.

Lutts. Michael Artmau, Moses Inscho. Simeon How-
ard, James Smith, John Stotts, William Stotts, Laza-

rus Evans and Conrad Lutts. The judges were

Aaron Service. Michael Art man, Abraham Stotts, and

the clerks, Samuel Case and Benjamin B. Holliduy.

The fourteen votes cast elected the following officers:

Clerk, Samuel Case; trustees, Michael Art man. Abra-

ham Stotts, Aaron Service; treasurer, Daniel Broom-
back; fence viewers, James Dickson. James Smith;

constables), Lazarus Kvans, James Dickson: poor mas-

ters. James Lutts, John Stotts; supervisors of high-

way-, Mose- Inscho. Win. Stotts, Conrad Lutts.

The first justice of the peace, Simeon Howard, was

elected August 4. 1S27. He did not serve in the

office, anil accordingly, upon November 12th, of the

same year, another election was held, and Benjamin 11.

Holiday was chosen to till his place. He remained in

the office several years, and diseh raged its duties very

satisfactorily. The present township officer- are as

follows: Clerk, J. S. White; treasurer, James R.

Knight; trustees. S. E. Peck, J. C. Boardman, Frank
Watt-; constables, Alfred N'ooker. William Robinson;

justice- of the |>eace, J. J. Carney. J. P. Houfstater;

board of education. William 1*. Noble, Frank

i
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Watts, Thos. Pettit, Wru. Lewis, C. W. Hale, Enos

L. Marsh, David Truxell, Geo. Ellis. Isauc Atyeo,

Arthur Stevens.

SAME.

The township was named after the Rev. Hezckiah

Ripley, of Connecticut, who was one of the "Suffer-

ers." and who located land in the third section.

THE KIKST TEMPERAXCE SOCIETY

was formed in 1831, or the following year, and con-

sisted of the family of the Rev. Joseph Edwards. A
short, terse constitution was drawn up aud signed by

Joseph Edwards, Clarissa Edwards, Elizabeth A.

Darling, Sarah W. Edwards, Harriet Edwards,

Frances H. Edwards, Joseph S. and Cynthia J. Ed-
wards. Soon after a larger society of which nearly

all the families in the township became members,
was formed. It was a direct outgrowth of the Ed-
wards' family society. The township has always had
au enviable character as a temperance community,

j

aud during most of the years of its existence uo places

for the sale of li.pior have had au existence within its

limits.

OTHER ITEMS.

Henry Broomback was the first child born in the

township. He now lives in Plymouth.

The first framed house was built bv Deacon

Timothy Austin, one mile north of Delphi, in 1834,

or the following year, and the first brick house was

that of John Stotts, which stands ujion lot eleveu,

section three.

The first orchard was planted by Aaron Service.

The first tavern was built by D. E. Merrill at the

center, about ls<35. It was a log building.

The first null was built about the vear 1828, south-

west of Delphi, upon a small creek, in which there

was usually insufficient water to turn the wheel.

RELIGIOUS.

The Rev. Joseph Edwards was the first ordained

minister who preached in the township. He preached
j

iu IS-,';, to the first audience gathered for religions

instruction, and consisting of twenty persons, repre- !

sentatives of seven families. This meeting was held

at the house of Abraham Stotts.

Reside the Congregational and Methodist Churches
still in existence, there have been formed in Riplev.

churches of the Presbyterian, Christian, Disciples,

Baptist. Wcsicvan, Methodist and United Brethren

denominations. Nearly all had an ephemeral life.

The Presbyterian Church was organized at Key.

Joseph Edwards' house in 1830. The sermon on that

occasion was preached by Rev. E. I'. Salmon from the

text:

•• F.'«r not little lT»'k for II u your Father* «.«h1 plr<*«uro to give ve
ti». Kingdom."

This church had <,ttite a flourishing life for a num-
ber of years, but l»egan to decline, and about twenty

years from the time of its formation, was supplanted

by the Free Congregational Church.

THE UK EAT REVIVAL.

Early in 1830. there were several conversions.

Three small churches were in existence at this time,

and meetings were held with more or less regularity

at the houses of their members and at the log school

house; but there had been, up to this time, no gen-

eral religious awakening—no movement that could

properly be designated a revival.

F. C. Paine, who was at that time, to use his own

language, "a wicked, vain and almost thoughtless

boy, while some forty miles from home, and alone

upon the highway, was led, by God's spirit, to both

see and feel himself a lost sinner." Having reformed

his way, sought aud found the comfort of Christian

religion, he was anxious that others (especially his

fellow youth) should walk in the way he had chosen.

He exhorted and eutreated them to serve God.

Prayer meetings were held at different places on Sun-

day and other days of the week, aud a general interest
.

on the subject of religion was created. The meet-

ings were continued through the summer and autumn,

and. when the first mouth of winter had come, the

impression prevailed that extra means should be re-

sorted to and au organized effort made for the projw-

gation of Gospel truth. Brtt when, where and by

whom, did not ap|»ear an easy matter to decide ujiott.

Finally it was decided to hold a two days' prayer

meeting. The time was fixed and the place selected.

The meeting was held at the school house east of Ed-

wards' corners, upon the knoll overlooking the swamp.

The dimensions of the building were eighteen by

twenty feet. Foreign help was called. A messenger

was sent to Fairfield, where "there were giants

(morally) in those days."

On one Saturday in February, a clear, warm, beau-

tiful dav. the people assembled. Ere long, a group

of men were seen coming from the north—from Fair-

field. As they drew near they were recognized as

Father Owen. Elisha Savage. William C. Huestis

(afterwards a minister of the Methodist Church,

North Ohio Conference), Harrison Wukeman and

Alvin Allen, all strong, earnest men. accustomed to

the work which was to engage them here.

Father Owen led the first meeting, and before the

people dispersed to attend their home duties, all felt

that a good beginning had I teen made. Eli-ha Savage

had charge of the evening meeting, and various oth-

ers took part. All of the services were marked with

deep solemnity. Mr. Huestis made a powerful exhor-

tation, and, when he closed, sighs and subs were

heard from every part of the house.

Sunday morning dawned clearand pleasant, and long

before the hour of service, groups of people could l*>

seen coming from all directions to the place of meel-

I
ing. Some were from the immediate vicinity ami

came on foot, others came on horseback from a greater

I
distance, ami many with ox-teams. The seats were
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all taken: every available bit of standing room within

the house was occupied anil a crowd stood at the door.

In the evening more were present than in the morn-

ing. The door was taken from its hinges and the

sash from the low windows, that those who were un-

able to obtain entrance might hear. Kev. H. 0.

Dubois was present, and took charge of the meeting.

His theme was " redemption," and "he spoke," says

Mr. Paine, "as only H. 0. Dubois could sjieak under

such eirin instances ami to such an audience." At
first a death-like stillness pervaded the room, but as

he proceeded it was broken by sigh? and groans and

prayers. •• God be merciful to me, a sinner," fell

from lips unused to supplication. Notice was given

that school would be discontinued and more meetings

held. The service was concluded and a meeting ap-

pointed for the next day, but the audience did not

disperse for an hour. Nearly all seemed reluctant to

leave.

The Monday meetings caused an increase in zeal,

and those who had labored in the cause were reward-

ed by seeing many results of their work. A large

number of young people were converted, among them
(Jeorge Paine, afterwards a local preacher in the

Methodist church. The day closed with rejoicing on

every side. Many were led to take an interest in the

services who seldom, if ever, had attended meetings

before. Among them was one who had said that "he I

preferred his gun and the woods to any of their Meth-
!

dist pow-wows." He came to one of the meetings; ;

went away in a thoughtful mood; returned the next
j

day, and before the meeting was over he was found

on his knees, unconscious of all that was passing

around him. The meeting closed and he remained.

A few tarried with him and prayed. While the hymn
"Alas! and did my Saviour bleed." was sung, the ner-

vous system of the hale, strong man gave away: he

was overpowered and lay as one dead, prostrate upon

the floor. The news spread that Austin Taft was

converted, and had the effect of increasing the al- I

ready widespread interest in the revival. The attend-

ance increased. People came from Greenwich, Fitch-

ville, Fairfield. New Haven. Plymouth, and Blooming

Grove. The meeting was divided and subdivided,

some gaing north a mile and a half to a house on the

farm of D. G. Parker, and others gathering at private

houses in different parts of the township.

One evening meeting was remarkable for the num-
ber of the conversions. The excitement seemed to

reach its culminating point. The young converts 1

were zealous and enthusiastic; old professors caught

their spirit. Among them was the Kev. Joseph Ed-

wards, or, as he was more commonly known, "Priest"

Edwards, a Presbyterian minister of the old school.

He was severely opposed to anythii.g like excitement

in religions gatherings, but on this occasion seemed

to have become so thoroughly infected with the pop-

ular feeling as to forget his theory and practice. He
praised (tod in a loud voice, shouted hallelujah,

clapped his hands, and finally fell from his seat to the

floor. Many others were affected in the same manner.

Li D. Seymour (since the Rev. L. D. Seymour of

the North Ohio conference) was, by birthright, a mem-
ber of the society of Friends. He had lapsed from
the teachings of his fathers and had broken away
from all restraint, so far as religion and morals were

concerned. He was proud, profligate and profane.

He went to the meeting to make sport, soon became
deeply interested, and began in a course of thought

which speedily led to his complete conversion. John
Bare, still a resident of Ripley, was another of the

converts of this meeting. The tavern keeper was

persuaded to cease selling liquor, and the family altar

took the place of the bar in his house. The whole

country for miles around, was thoroughly aroused by

the wonderful revival, and after it was over its fame
spread farther and farther, and in phiees at a consider-

able distance religious teachers engaged themselves in

similar movements. The meetings were discontinued

on the eleventh day. Over one hundred persons, young
and old, had been converted. Most of them joined

the infant ohurohei of the uew settlement. Some of

the converts were from the neighboring townships,

and they carried home a religious enthusiasm which

caused good results iu their communities. This mem-
orable revival, interesting alike from the secular and
religious point of view, was commemorated thirty-

three and a third years after by a reunion held in

Ripley. Only eleven of the one hundred persons con-

verted were present. A few had fallen from the faith,

others had removed to distant parts of the country,

some had died still in the enjoyment of the religion

they had first found at the meetings in the winter of

1837. The majority were still members either of the

church militant Mow or of the church triumphant

above.

THE CONUKECiATIONAL CHL'RCH

was originally known by the name of the Free Con-
gregational Church, and was an outgrowth of the

Presbyterian Church. It was founded upon the prin-

ciple that slavery was wrong, and that it was a part

of the duty of the church of God to discountenance

it and work for its suppression. The church was
organised on the ISth day of June, 18.51, and, iu the

main, owed its existence to the Rev. Amos Dresser,

of Oberlin, who afterward became very popularly

known through the whipping he received at the hands
of a number of chivalric southern gentlemen, because

of his anti-slavery opinions. When the question of

slavery was forever decided, the church dropped the

distinguishing portion of its title and retained only

that by which it is known to-day—the Congregational

Church of Ripley. The original members of this

church were: Harvey Hubbard, Henry E. Brown,
Sarah Hall. Francis H. Hubbard, Sarah W. Brown.
Joel Hall, Mary Hall, Justice Brown and Clarissa

Edwards. Rev. Joseph Edwards gave a piece of land

for a church lot and cemetery, and a housoof worship

wa- built upon 1 1 in I ut an expi use of one thou-
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sand dollars. Throe hundred dollars were furnished

bj the New England Congregational Union, and the

balance was raised by subscription. The chtttch is,

at present, in a very prosperous condition, and has a

membership of over sixty persons. The pastor is

Rev. A. II. Leonard: deacons, John Carney. J. H.

Donaldson. J. C. White; Sunday school superinten-

dent, John Carney; assistant, Enos L. Marsh: secre-

tary. Louie Carney. The church trustees are: A.

Hostler, D. S. Bell. E. L. Marsh: clerk. John Carney;

treasurer, Ambrose Fraycr.

THK MKTHOIMST EPTSCOPA I. CHCRCH.

The first Methodist class in the township was or-

ganized at General Barker's house some time during

the year 1835. Rev. James Wheeler officiated. The
class remained in existence for some time, but no re-

cord has been kept, from which the names of the

constituent members or other matters of interest can

be obtained. The present Methodist Episcopal

Church was organized November 14, 1864, the service

upon that occasion being conducted by the Bev, L. S.

Johnson, then of Plymouth. The original members
were F. C. Paine, Mary A. Paine, Sarah Truxell,

her son, Homer Truxell, and daughter Mary Truxell,

Hannah Long. George Bobbins, Olive Jane Robbins,

her daughter Kate Robbins, At water Hough and

Mary Hough. F. C. Paine was the first class leader.

William Robinson succeeded him two years after the

organization of the church. The pastors of the

church down to, and including the present, are as

follows: L. S. Johnson, throe years; J. T. Kelluni,

one year; A. K. Owen, t hive years: H. (J. Du Hois, one

year: C. C. Mall, one year; George MacKillipps, one

year: John McNab. one year; John McKeen, oik

year; J. F. Brant, one year: C. J. Russell, one year:

P. F. Graham, one year. The whole number of per-

sons Connected with the church since its organization

In- been one it uml red and fifty, ami the piv-cnt

membership .is one hundred and twenty. The trus-

tee- are: s. E. Peck, M. K. Stotts, J. C. Boardman,

Atwater Hough and J. ('. McLaughlin: stewards. J.

C. Hoardmun and E. II. In.-cho: cla*. leaders. K. H.

Inscho, Joseph Gleason and John Hale.

SABBATH s. HOOL I KIOV.

The Sabbath school union of Ripley township,

auxiliary to the county union, was organized Feb-

ruary *>. 18T5. since which time, meetings have Wen
held quarterly for the consideration of modes of Sun-

dai school work. K. ('. Painewasthe first president

of the society. L. S. Gibson, secretary. The present

officers ure: S. E. Peck, president; J. J. Carney,

vicc-prc-idciit : A. Frayer. treasurer; Mrs. Belle

Gates -<crctarv. The union is. and has been, oue of

the strongest, mo.t actne and most useful in the

county.
t:.\i<i.\ M n CM t i.S.

Mrs. Harriet Rii-. formerly Mi— Harriet KJward*.

daughter of the Rev. Joseph Edwards, then living in

'< Greenfield, taught the first school held in the town*

J

ship, in the year 18'2T. for the sum of fifty cents per

week, paid not in money, but labor at clearing land.

This school was in the southwestern *ection of the

township. The first school meeting was held also in

LS-'T. A school house was erected in 1882, near the

northeastern corner of the township, principally

through the efforts of Daniel G. Barker. Sallie

Fowler was the first teacher at this school.

PHYSICIANS.

The first practitioner of medicine known in the

township, was Dr. Moses Saunders, of Peru. He,

for a number of years, had the whole of what little

practice there was in the settlement. Afterwards,

Dr. Wm. M. Ladd, of Fitchville, and Dr. Morton, of

Greenwich, practiced in the township. The only res-

ident physician of any note, in Ripley, was Dr. Cyrus

Paine, who began here in 1833 and continued in

practice for about five years, giving very general sat-

|

isfaction.

DEL PHI.

Delphi was once rpiite an active little village, and

it." future looked roseate enough to satisfy nearly all

that it would one day be a thriving place. It had

two or three taverns or hotels, in it- most prosperous

days, ami several well-stocked stores. The railroads,

however, developed other places at the expense of

Delphi, and for the past score of years or more, it*

interests have waned. It has, at present, two stores,

kept by "Uncle William" Robinson and tfeorge K.

Miller, a wagon and blacksmith shop, kept by James

Irwin, and another by Charles Harrison. The first

store in Ripley township was opened here by Uvat

Close.

BOA M.S.

For a number of years after the first settlement was

made there was but one road in the township upon

which travel was possible. This was the one running

east and west through the center. The timber had

been chopped along the line, but the road was unim-

proved, and it was only with difficulty that vehicles

could be moved over it. The road cut through the

township for Harrison's army to pas* thiough. was

grown over with bushes and small timber, and it was

allowed to remain in this condition for .-ome time

after the settlement was commenced. Many of the

earh xettlers cut their way into the township through

the primeval forest.

POSTAL MATTKIO.

There was a mail route through Ripley before the

township wa- settled, upon which a man went once a

week, between Man-field and Norwalk. The first

eastern mail was carried from New Ha\en through

Riplev. Greenwich. Rugglc- and Sullivan. For a few

Veal> the settler- were obliged to go to the ohler

.ei tied town-hip* for their mail: but alMiiit ls3i> a
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post office was established at the locality now known
as Edwards' Corners, and the Rev. Joseph Edwards
was made postmaster. When Delphi began to lie a

place of trade, the post office was removed there, and

designated as Ripleyville—the name by which it' has

ever since been known. There is another post office

in the township, upon the Cleveland. Columbus, Cin-

cinnati and Indiauapolis railroad, named Carson.

M A M l' FACTl'RIXO I STER ESTS.

The water power of the township being insignifi-

cant, there have never been anv very successful flour-

ing or saw mills run by this power, and for the same
and other reasons uo branch of manufacturing has

ever been extensively carried on. Then- are now two

saw mills in the township—one at Delphi, at present

owned by David Truxell and John Howard, built in

1800, and one in the northern part of the township,

upou lot twenty-one, sectiou three, owned, for the

past three years, by Robert Mayuard. These, and a

atnall manufactory of drain tiles, owned by Hubbard
Hoak and located at Delphi, are the only manufactur-

ing interests that Ripley possesses.

STOCK RA1SIXO.

A far more important line of business in this town-

ship is the raising of blooded stock by a number of

enterprising men. So extensively lias this branch of

the farmer's calling been curried on that it has made
Ripley famous, wherever in our State an interest is

taken in the improvement of cattle, sheep and horses,

particularly the former classes of animals.

S. W. Thomas is deserving of the credit, in all

probability, of owning the linest flock of sheep in

Ohio. Mr. Thomas, a native of New York State,

came to Ripley in 1854, and about ten years luter

began the business of raising. He selected from the

flocks of the following gentlemen in Addison county,

Vermont: Messrs. C. D. Lane, 0. W. Mason, W. II.

Cook, Tyler, Stickncy & Sou, E. G. Farnliam. S. J.

Xorthrup & Son, F. & L K. Moore, Rockwell i San-

ford, Hall & Holden, J. A. Wright. H. .(ones. George

W. Paine, C. P. Crane, Mrs. C. W. Hayward and H.
M. Pern- (the Cutting flock ) and a few others. These
purchases were followed up in the years 18t;.j and
I860, also in 1871, 18TT, 18T8 and 18*9, the object

constantly aimed at being the improvement of the

flock through the introduction of the best blooded

stock procurable. In purchasing, Mr. Thomas has

spared no pains to secure the best sheep in the coun-

try, often. paying as high as one hundred dollars per

heed, and in one instance one hundred and fifty for

ewes. The rams used in the flock have cost "from

three to twenty-five hundred dollars a piece. The
fliK-k. at this writing, consists of something over two
hundred and forty sheep. Of these, some of the

ewes shear as heavy as seventeen, eighteen, nineteen

and even twenty pound- of wool, and the ram- from
twenty-four to twenty-eight pound- a piece. Mr.

Thomas' sales of -beep, during ls;s and the first two I

or three months of 1ST'- 1
, have amounted to upwards

of four thousand dollars. Although giving most of

his attention to sheep raising, Mr. Thomas ha- a very

good herd of short horns (Durhams). He commenced
breeding cattle in 18T4.

A man who makes more of a specialty of cattle

breeding is W. P. Noble, formerly of Richland coun-

ty, but for the past fifteen years a resident of Ripley.

He has a farm of two hundred and fifty acres in the

south part of Ripley, upon which are to be seen some

of the best specimens of thoroughbred Durham -attle

that the country can produce. He has also quite a

herd in Morrow county. Mr. Noble also raises some

fine wooled sheep of the Spanish Merino variety.

There are several other farmers in the township who
have some remarkably fine thoroughbred cattle,

among whom J. S. White is particularly deserving of

mention.

Sol Lofland. the veteran breeder aud trainer of

running horses, is also a resident, and has been for

over thirty years, of Ripley. He has upon his farm

about thirty-five head of valuable horses.

PATRONS OF Ht SBAXDRY.

Ripleyville Grange, No. ?(>?, was organized March

16, 18T4. with sixteen members. Following are the

first officers elected: S. E. Peck, master; D. S. Wash-

burn, overseer: William Raker, lecturer; Stephen Case,

steward: B. L. Alversou, assistant steward: J. M.

Mayuard. chaplain: 0. G. Hall, secretary; E. Bene-

dict, treasurer; J. Sattison. gate keeper; Mrs. M. A.

Hall, Ceres; Mrs. H. E. Maynard. Pomona; Mrs.

Sarah Washburn, Flora; Mrs. S. E. Peek, stewardess.

The grange has now a membership of forty-five

persons. Following are the ladies and gentlemen in

office in 18.9: Ira Paine, master; James R. Knight,

overseer: G. L. Child*, lecturer: Robert Watts, stew-

ard; John Howard, assistant steward; Mrs. Mary
Childs, chaplain; David Lyon, treasurer; Mrs. A. D.

Stotts. secretary; David Truxell. gate keeper: Mrs.

Ira Paine, Ceres; Robert Watts, Pomona; Mrs. S.

Washburn, Flora; Mrs. John Howard, stewardess

Biographical Sketches.

F. ( . PAINE.

The subject of this sketeh disclaims the possession

of anJ qualities that entitle him to the mention that

his friends believe should be made of him. He says

that the most that can be claimed for him. is that he

is one of that number whose effort and aim. thus far

through life, have been to make the world better for

his having been in it.

F. C. Paine was born November S3, 1819, at En-

I field. Tompkins county. New York. In the spring
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of 1833, ho removed, with his father's family, to

Ripley, Hurou countv, Ohio, which county has ever

since been the place of hi? residence. Ripley was then

an almost unbroken forest. All of the educational

advantages afforded in the township, were small

schools held in two rude log huts. The following

winter after his arrival, with Cobb's spelling book,

the English reader. Kirkham's grammar and Dabol's

arithmetic under his arm, he sought to avail himself

of the advantages offered by these small schools.

The teacher informed him that he was; not hired to

give instruction in grammar, but would do all he

could for his new pupil, iu arithmetic. Before night

the teacher found a limit to his ability in this branch

of education, the bridge which it wan impossible to

pass being one of the hardest sums in simple division.

At night young Paine graduated, and, after that,

studied at home under the direction of his father,

taking as his school hours, the evening time, when he

lay in front of the tire-place and conned his books

over by the ruddy blaze of a huge log tire. This was

because his days were occupied iu chopping.

In the fall of 1836, he commenced teaching, his first

school being at Couatnt's corners, near where the

village of Greenwich station is now located. He
taught seventy-two days, and received, therefor,

thirty dollars.

In the spring of 1857, he made a profession of re-

ligion and joined the Methodist Episcopal church.*

Two years later, he was licensed to preach. In the

fall of 1842, he was received into (what was then

known as) the Michigan conference, and was stationed

at Toledo. After several months, his health failed

him, and with the advice of several physicians, he

abandoned, very reluctantly, the idea of making the

ministry of the Gospel, his calling through life.

October 12, 1843, he married Miss Mary A. Jen-

nings, of Fairfield township, formerly of Fairfield,

Connecticut. They had no children, but what was

their misfortune may have been much to the benefit

of many with whom they have met in life. Whether

their love and kindness have been the more freely he-

stowed upon others, because children of their own
have not claimed it, cannot be known, but certain it

is that they bare been kind and careful in providing

for the poor and those in distress.

Mr. Paine, though a farmer, is a lover of the beau-

tiful, and one who is ever finding the beautiful in the

simple and wonderful things that lie around him in

his every day life. Ho has preached occasionally but

most of his efforts have liecn in the interests of the

Sunday school cause. Through his efforts, to a great

extent. wa> formed the Huron ( 'ounty Sundav School

Union. Several churches have grown out of Sunday

school- organized by him. He has acted in the capac-

ity of Sunday school superintendent for forty years.

The term ••radical" is properly applied to Mr. Paine.

Policy has never made him act contrary to hisconvu-

• S«-r rWltfl.m* hi«"ry ••f H!|»l«jr— "TlM Uh*1 Krtivnl
"

tion of duty. Early in life he embraced auti-slavery

sentiments and fearlessly defended them.* He was

waylaid by some of his neighbors, one dark night,

near Edward's cornel's, and treated to a shower of

eggs, for having publicly expressed his opinion on t hat

subject. " The nigger man." was the term frequently

applied to him. His first vote was cast for James G.

Birney, an ex-slaveholder. After the formation of

the republican party he affiliated publicly with that

organization, and all through the dark days of the

Rebellion he stood firm for the Union, and with influ-

ence and means advocated the cause of the north.

Since the organization of the prohibition party his

sympathies and efforts have been naturally with that

body. Though now in his fifty-fourth year he has

never purchased a glass of anything that would intox-

icate. His firm conviction is, that to a great extent

the church is responsible for the prevalence of intem-

perance throughout the nation, nis motto is ••prohi-

bition," and, as he says, for this he faithfully works and

prays, fully believing in the good time coming, and in

the fulfillment of the master's promise: " That every

plant not planted by his Heavenly Fathers' hand

shall be rooted up."

A. D. STOTTS.

Illustrative of the success that attends honest,

manly, well-directed endeavor, industry and the con-

scientious adherence to duty, is the life of the subject

of this sketch, A. D. Stotts, of Hipley township. His

grandfather, Abram, Mid father, John Stotts, natives

of Maryland, but for some time resident in Belmont

county, Ohio, came to New Haven in 1824, and in the

year 182*5, moved into Ripley where there were not

more than half a dozen families of pioneers. John

Stotts had married Eve Winter, of Virginia, and A.

I). Stotts was the fir.-t bom of this family of nine

children. He was one year old when his parents

removed to Huron county. He grew up in Ripley,

following the hard routine of farm life from the time

he was old enough to drive a horse, and under his

father's care and direction, early became accustomed

to the active habit of life which he has ever since

followed. When twenty-one years of age, he "was his

own man." ami as a -tart in life, his father offered

him his choice between two hundred and fifty dollars

in cash and a piece of land uncleared, which consisted

of fifty aeres, with the condition, however, that if he

chose the latter, he should give in return two years'

labor. He took the land, and after his agreement

with his father was fulfilled, began the labor of pre-

paring it for farm purposes, which in time he accom-

plished to his satisfaction. He turned all of the avails

that he could spare from this small farm into the pur-

chase of various small parcels of land adjoining his

first potwetMon, and finally through thrift, and by
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many slow but successful steps, accumulated the large

property of which he is now owner.

The old house which is shown in illustration, Mr.

Stotts built when he was twenty-seven years old,

and it answered the needs of himself and family up

to 1807. when he erected the spacious aud elegant brick

residence which has since been his home. The brick

house, south of his residence, (which appears in the

plate) was the house of his father. Upon his death,

the subject of this sketch, bought out the other heirs

and thus came into possession of the old homestead.

Mr. Stotts was married October, 23, 1850, to Mary-

ettc, daughter of John and Susan Boughton.of Fitch-

ville township, who is still the partner of his joys and
sorrows. Their children are: Flora A. (Mrs. Hop-

kins), of Ripley; Dellie E. (Mrs. F. A. Hilton), of

Coldwater, Michigan: Clarence Eugene and Elmer
A., the two last named at home.

Mr. Stotts is one of those men to whom the trite

term, "self-made." is appropriately applied. He had

only the most narrowly limited advantages for an

early education, there being no school of any kind in

the township until after he was twelve years of age,

and his father being unable to give him any instruc-

tion, even in the rudimentary branches. Though
lucking these advantages in youth, he supplied thein

as best he could in later life, and has attained much
of that most valuable education of all, which comes
from observation, experience, and general reading of

books—and men. Whatever he has attained has been

by his own unaided efforts. Beside achieving an

independence, so far as pecuniary position is con-

cerned, he has made for himself a character and rep-

utation that place him in the highest regard of the

people who know him best. The feeling of confidence .

in his judgment and probity is attested by the fact

that he has not only been called upon to serve, in

offices of trust, in the township in which he resides, but

has been chosen to fill an important place in the civil

list of the county. He was elected county commis-

sioner in 1875. and re-elected in 1878 for a term of

three years.

Politically, Mr. Stotts was a Democrat until the

formation of the Republican party, since which time

he has been an unswerving supporter of the cause

which that organization espoused.

He has long been a member of the Baptist church,

and his Christianity is of that type which is a credit

alike to its professor and to the faith.

Mr. Stotts has now lived in Ripley longer than any
other resident ; has been prominently identified with

its interests, and is looked upon as one of its solidly

worthy citizens, a man who has worked hard and

lived well, in the best significance of the term,

and who is appreciated for his earnestness, sincerity

and honesty.

His father, John Stotts, died May 1G, 1803, and
his mother in March, 1856.
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FITCH VI LLE.

FlTCHVILLE, known originally as town numlier two,

rani/i- twenty-one, is situated in the southeast quarter

of Huron county, and is bounded upon the north by

Hartlaml, ea^t by New London, south by (ireenwieh,

and west by Fairfield. The surface is rolling and the

drainage good. The soil is clay with a plentiful ad-

mixture of sand and gravel, which predominate upon

the ridges. It was originally heavily timbered with

oak. walnut, hickory, maple, black and white ash,

beech, basswoud. elm and other varieties of trees.

The Vermillion river, which heads at two little lakes

near Savannah, in Ashland county, enters tho town-

ship near the southeast corner. Hows near the center,

and then northward and on through Hart land.

Clarkstield. Wakeman, and Erie county to the lake.

ORIGINAL OWNERS.

For explanation of the following table the reader is

referred to the history of Wakeman township:

Original Grttntert .4m» />•**.

a. d.
Peter Cyphiu a 13 0
David Bu»h 158 6 11

Jeremiah fhapinaii 3 ia 11

Man Peck
ReiiUnl^undal

8
H

-

9
s

id %
Abraham I'loae IT 0 0

Jo**!"!! Close
•a 'J

1
Tlni"thy Finch
Samuel Palmer 77

s !Benjamin Hnatrd a

John F . •' 1 .1 • •! 1 i 10 'I

William Lee 10 0
John Mead, Jr M M 3
Rachel Marshall 10 ft 9
Daniel Marshall 1

l 4
William Water* iT 12 4
Israel Knapp. Jr
Jeremiah Mead

i 15 ft

IH IK 8
Timothy l.ockwood
Peter Brown

]•» 4 *

ft ft

si is* Btftl '.'IT 1 1

Hannah Fitch's li ra HI •-'
;

Thonui- Fitch * h'r* 415 1 U

F.lH-nezer h Itch 4 10 0
Mlndwell Hitchcock Is 10

Thoiua- Hitchcock tt t 0
Jonathan (oniicry 0
Znccheim Mead a M s
Deborah t 'lose IS : I

Nathaniel Finch li 3
Janiesi Barnes •it « 1»' 4
William Kumlal "i 1

Hannah Hon.lul u ii 0
Anna Rundal 4 U 0

CuaaincaTioK So. i. Section l

William Knapp
Hr'i of l>avi<l Buab
William Knapp

Jal«rz Fitch \ Wll-
' Knapp

Frederick Belt,
John St John

Thomas Hitchcock
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Zacchciis Mead

Nathaniel Finch
H'r- >>f Ja« Banin
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John Mackay. Jr
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3 19 11
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17 o 0
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*
5
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v: It

l« 3
ftt •i

SI 1

M 1 «
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II 7 oFooting of Clu.itlomion.Xo 1. £1.311 7 t
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Oriyimtt WfwUtH Am't /w. f"7rts«irfe*i /iy. .Im't ctn*md.

t >f. £ 0, d
l.rarl Wiml '1 11 David Wood. Jr. n n
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.•
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Footing of No. 8, £1.345 * 73<

Original (rrrinfcra

William Blake
Jacob < 'onkbm?
Klten Kuapp
John Mead
Sarah Mrad
Suaannab Reynolds
Ijrdia Fitch
Til - I- Itch's heirs
Hannah Fitch's h'ra
Ephralm Burr

Andrew Sturgea
WIIKam Bush
Isaac Bush
I'liarity Banks
Samuel Bush
>anies Bnindage
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Peter
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1
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17 0
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• > » 4
i-i 1 1 9 4J> 1*. 15

*A Kl 10 • • 44 »y ill 10
4 0 1 a 0 3
M il II 48 *4 90 0 0
il 'i
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19 1 o 19 • i ||

41 13 1 II 15 1

8 M o • •
4 5

44 n ;

• • 48 44 M 7
15 s 0 N 44

1ft 8 o
: I IS 3 »' •8 14 13 1
43 i o 4» Z: a 7
£. 7 ft

•a 94 14 9 -

s M •i
3* 81 -

•

10 il

11 15 0 tt
I" 0

i 9 11 • 4 9 « 11
SI in •i

It M IT IT 4
» 10 4* 15 il 8

19 ft 1
18 •8 19 5 4
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Footing- of No I. t'1,344 7 0

Footing of i -|a»»incatlon No. i. £1.314 7 0

THE FIII>T MOTTLER8.

Fitehville VM tir-t settled in the summer of 1 SI T.

I'vur Mi ;i.|. Abraham Mead and Amos I lev imlds were
the |»niin-ers. Thev miele their heL'innintf njion thp
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east line of the township, upon the farms now occu-
|

pied by the widow of Peter Mead and bv John Golden,

Peter Mead taking tip lot thirteen and Amos Rey-

nolds lot fourteen, both in section one. The Meads
came to Ohio from Carmel, Putnam county, New
York, but were originally from Connecticut, and

Reynold! was from Westchester county. They were

obliged to cut a road into the township. Immediately

upon their arrival they prepared the ground for a crop

of corn, and then built log cabins for the accommo-
dation of their families, who, while they were plant-

ing had had no shelter but that of the wagons.

Abraham Mead, after clearing several acres of land,

became dissatisfied with his location, and wishing to

get as near the center of the township as possible, he
j

measured it off, each way, by the use of a rope and
j

pocket-compass, and took possession of the land lying

near the center, and upon which the little village of

Clinton was afterward built. Here he resided about

twelve years, when he sold out and removed to Nor-

walk where he died in 1851, aged seventy-six years.

His wife's name was Deborah Barker. They had six

sons: Alson, William, Sanford, Madison, Joel, and

David; and three daughters: Mary, Samantha, and

Arvilla, one of whom married John Bell, now of Rip-

ley. AH of the sons are dead but David, who resides

in Fairfield. Peter Mead died in Fitchville, in 1S.54.

He was twice married, and reared a large family of

children, of whom the living are: Xorman, Edward
B., Fanny (Mrs. U. Jackson, of Ottawa county), An-
geline, (Mrs. Eaton, in .Michigan), and J. F., who
lives niMm the old homestead in Fitchville. Those

deceased are: Newberry. Varney P., Cyrus, Zaccheus,

and Mary.

The Palmers came in 1818. They were from Fair-

field county, Connecticut. Rundel, Alvah, Secley

and Linns came first, in the spring, and Samuel
Palmer came in the fall, bringing with him Ruudel's

wife ami four children: Isaac, Samuel, Mary and
Marcus: and two of his sisters: Adelia and Hannah.
Twenty-five persons bearing the name of Palmer came
during the year 1818..

Seeley settled upon lot three in section one, where

he now resides, and married Nancy Post, by whom
he had a large family of children: Delia (Mrs. C.

Curtiss of Norwalk), William (in Fairfield), Augusta
(Mrs. D. Doran). Beecher (who is in the South).

D.-nnison (in New London), Burdette (at home), 1

Julia (Mrs. D. Curtiss, dead), Lucy (Mrs. Hem-
enway of New London), Eliza (at home), and
Nancy (Mrs. Saver in Missouri). Linus Palmer

married Jemima Rowland. Rundel Palmer suf-

fered a very sad loss in the death of his little five

year old son, Marcus, in 1823. The boy, who lived

at the home of his unc le. Samuel Palmer, was sent

\ipon an errand, and upon his way back, met an older

brother, who was going out shooting. He followed

him, anil a very violent storm, of hail and sleet, aris-

ing, he became separated from his brother, lost his way
and perished from the cold. The Palmers, heroin-

42

ing alarmed at the child's absence, went out to search

for him, and aroused their neighbors, who joined

them, but they were unable, after long tramping
through the woods, to discover him, and knowing
that if he had not found his way to some place of

shelter, he must l>e dead, they returned to their homes.

The next day the lifeless bodv of the boy was found.

Besides the children of Rundel Palmer and wifo above

named, there were born after their arrival, Nathan,

David and Alvah. Samuel Palmer settled upon lot

two in section one, cleared up his farm, and experi-

enced his full share of the hardship and privation of a

pioneer's life. He married, in 1832, Eliza 0. Curtiss,

from Connecticut, who died about two yean later.

He took for his second wife, in 1844, Anna Lyon,

who was the partner of his joys and trials until 1876,

when death removed her. Samuel Palmer'i children

were: Preston, Marcus and Samuel. The last named
died when young, the second son died in 1876, and
the oldest, now the only one, is living at the old

homestead. Abijah Palmer settled upon lot six, sec-

tion two. He came also in 1818, and was from Ca-

yuga county, county New York. His wife's name was

Clarinda Reynolds. Their children were : Robert,

Nathaniel, David, (all throe dead,) Tamia, Caroline,

Ann (Mrs. Ebenezer Osborne), Maria, Ruth (Mrs.

William Hurras), Phebe and Hiram. Alvah Palmer

died in 1827. Rundel Palmer settled upon lot thirty-

three, section four. He died in 1876. William

Palmer located north of the center, in 1827, bringing

his wife and four children. The Palmers were noted

abolitionists.

In 1819, Gilbert Martin, Wm. W. Watrous and

Charles Lyon arrived. The first named of these three

brought, with him, from Green county. New York,

his family, and they made their home upon lot twenty-

four, section four. Martin died about ten years later.

Lyon was from Cayuga county, New York. His

family consisted of his wife, Deborah, and nine chil-

dren. Others were born later. The names of those

living are: Levi, Daniel, Charles and Abigail. Wat-

rous married a Miss Strong, and reared a large family.

Their home was upon lot ten, section four. Mr.

Watrous came from Madison county, New York, to

Ridgefield township, in 1818, and from there to Fitch-

ville. J. N. and Henry Pickard arrived about this

time, from Cayuga comity. New York, and located

upon lot nine, section two. Joseph removed west

about 1840, and Henry also left, the township. Absa-

lom H. Coleman came in 1820, from Cayuga county,

New York, and located upon lot four, section two.

He brought with him a large family of daughters,

nearly all of whom were married not long after, and

it is to be presumed that some of them did not make

"good matches," for their father used to remark that

"the devil had been owing him a grudge for a long

time, and had finally jwiid him off in sons-in-law."

The ( nrtiss's made their trip to Ohio in a novel

wav. Tin- plan wa« proposed b\ Jotham W. CurtlM,

the father of Hiram A., Joseph C, Lyman. Jotham
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aud Arthur. The project was to come by bout, nnd

the family .set about making one in the spring of 1820,

at Paris. Oneida county. New York. When com-

pleted, this bout was mounted upon wheels and hauled

to Wood creek, a distance of fifteen miles. From

thence it was worked down stream to Oneida lake,

where the passengers and crew went on board. The
party consisted of Jotham W. Curtiss, his son Hiram

A., with his wife and one child, about a year old,

Joseph C. Curtis* and three young men. whose point

of destination was Geauga county. The boat was

plentifully laden with provisions, and the trip proved

a very pleasant one. It was marie by carrying the

boat around the rapids in the Oswego river, and

around the falls and rapids of Niagara. It was less

fatiguing, but not less dangerous, than the land trip

would have been. After stopping at the mouth of

Grand river to allow the three men to disembark, the

boat ran into the mouth of the Huron. After Hiram

A. Curtis* and family had landed, the boat was sailed

to Detroit and back to Sandusky City, where it was

sold, and ultimately went into the hands of the United

States revenue collector, by whom it was used.

Jotham W. Curtis* bought land in Fitchville, and

intended to settle here, but he returned east, and died

in Madison comity. New York. His son, Hiram A.,

aud wife. Catharine (Nesel). located in Fichville, upon

lots twenty-five and twenty-six, section two. Jotham

went west, and died there. He was for a long time

unheard of, but was met in the Rocky mountains by

the exploring party of which John C. Fremont was

the head, and is spoken of in that officer's report.

Joseph C. Cnrtiss bought land in Fitchville—lots

twentv-four and twenty-eight, section two—at an

earlvday, but located in Norwalk, where be remained

until 1832, when he became a merchant in Fitchville,

and took up his residence in the village. He is now

death He married Lucina Ward, of New York State.

Lyman married Harriet Heil. Arthur W. took up

lot eighteen, in section three, but went west about

twenty years ago. He married Lucia RusselL There

were three daughters in this family : Rhoda, (Mrs.

Calvin Parker,) Arvilla, Mr*. L. Knopp.) and So-

phronia, (Mrs. Obauncey Crane). All three are dead,

M are also all of the brothers, except Arthur. The

descendants of Hiram A. Curtiss and wife are:

Jotham, Eliza (Mrs. R. Knowlton.) Susan (Mrs. C.

Maiz. ) all dead; Hiram A. (living in Iowa). Henry,

(in Wisconsin). Lucina. (Mrs. Johnson, in Richland

County), Frank ' Mrs. Smith, in Kansas), and a

daughter. Amelia (in Fairfield), bv Mr. Curtiss'

KCCOnd wife—Mary Carpenter. Joseph C. Curtis*'

descendants are: Mary .lane and J. C. both dead;

S. W.. living in Fitchville. and carrying on business

at his father's old store: Lyman, deceased; Dwight

A. (in Toledo), and Jane ' in New York State), a

daughter bv Mr. Curtis*' isecond wife, Mrs. Allen.

Joseph Wa*hl'urne and hi* wife Sally (Totnkins),

came from Ulster county. New York, in 182<i. and

located upon the land which is included in the south-

west part of Clinton incorporation. Mr. Washburne
died in 1853, and his widow is still living. Their

children were: Adelia. (Mrs. J. Phillips) in Illinois:

Nancy (Mrs. E. Baker), in Kansas: James, in Mich-

igan; S trati Jane (Mrs. Dr. Skelliuger). of New Lon-

don: and Elijah, living upon the farm adjoining the

old homestead. Two brothers of Mr. Washburne's.

Walter and Robert, came into the county sometime

after his arrival.

Dauiel and Austin Ward came from New York

State in 1820, or the following year. The first

named settled upon lot seven, in section four, and re

mained in the township but a few years. Austin

Ward took up lot seventeen in section three, nnd he

and his wife, Zettu Green, reared a large family of

children. He was noted for his liberality to the poor.

Instances are related of his refusal to sell hay or

grain, when a good price was offered, because he

thought that some poor familes would be in need of

the same and unable to procure elsewhere.

John and Lewis Barnes settled in ls-jo or '21. re-

spectively upon lots seventeen aud twenty-one in sec-

tion one. They were from Vermont. John died in

Buggies. He had a family of nine children, of whom
three—Mrs. Ruth Reynolds, .lames ami Cyrus are

living in Fitchville. Lewis also had a large family-
Nelson and Hiram are living in the township, aud

Seymore and Sarah (Mrs. G. Mead > are in Greenwich.

Their father died in 1858.

Henry Hickok, who located upon lot nine, section

four, was the first blacksmith in the township. He
came from New York State, in 1822. He died about

lS3o, leaving i|iiite a family, of whom William and

Phebe(Mrs. B. Sherwood) are resident in the township.

Henry Morgan came into the township in 1824,

from Sunkertield. New York, and his wife. Phebe. is

still living. Morgan took up lot thirty-five in section

three, lived there five or six years, and then bought a

new farm, upon which he soon after died. Ebenezer

Green, of Cayuga county, New York, came in the

same year as Morgan, and settled Ujwu lot thirty-five,

section three. Allen Johnson. j.»f Greene county, the

same State, came in and located upon lot t hirty-seven,

section three, bringing with him. his wife and a large

family of children, all of whom were sick the first

season. Four or five year* after his arrival. Johnson

went to Peru township, but returned to Fitchville,

and died in the township, some years later.

Joseph Barker arrived in Fitchville in 1824, after

stopping two years in Geauga county and a short

time in Sandusky City. He was originally from Con-

necticut, but removed to Ohio from New York.

His wife wa* Charlotte Had ley. The pair had a

large family of children, of whom six are now living,

viz: Kelson, ill Ripley ; JoM'ph, Laura (Mrs. |.

White), ami Sarah (Mrs. Bush), in Michigan; Julia

Ann (Mrs. H. Arnert). in Fitchville; and Eliza (Mrs.

E. Knopp), in Fairfield. The Barker family settled

upon lot twenty-seven in section four. A brother of

Joseph Barker—James—came about the same time.
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Jubez Denton ami wife, of York State, and for-

merly from Connecticut, settled in 1825. upon lot

seven, section two. The father and mother both
|

died in the township, and their five children moved :

away. Ashbcl G. Post arrived in 1825, and settled

upon lot thirty-two, section three. He married

Tamia Palmer. He removed from Fitchville to Ber-

lin, and from there to Norwalk, where he now re-

sides. Mr. Post"* father came into the township a

little earlier than himself, but did not live long.

Ebcnezer Osborne came in, in 1S2.">, and took up lots

twenty-eight ami twenty-nine, section three. He
came by the way of the Erie canal, which was just

then opened. From Buffalo, the party of which Mr.

Osborne wan one, and which also included the Allen

Johnson family and Miss Nancy Post—a half sister of

Mrs. Johnson—who afterward married Seeley Palmer,

traveled np the lake shore to Ashtabula, and from

there came to Fitchville, by the way of Eldridge.

Mr. Osborne married, in 1820, Ann. daughter of

Abijah Palmer. They had three children: Albert,

Mary and Ebenezer. Mary is dead, and the sons arc

living west. Ebenezer Osborne was a native of Wind-

ham, Greene county, New York.

Joseph C. Washbnrne. a son of Joseph and Philena

Washburne, of Greenwich, and a native of Allen

county. New York, moved into the extreme northeast

corner of the township in 1820. His father had here

bought about seven hundred acres of land, and it was

a portion of this tract that Joseph C. took as his farm.

He married Debbie Ann Sutton, by whom he has
j

three children: George, living with his father upon

the homestead. Jane Ann (Mrs. H. Hooper), and

Marietta, (Mrs. C. Berry, of New London).

Abel F. Eaton and his wife, Sylvia, who is still

living, also came in from Greenwich township, in

1820, and two brothers of Mr. Eaton, Isaac and

William, came in.a little later. Isaac took up lot

twenty-three, section four. Abe) K. settled upon lot
|

forty-three, section three, cleared up his farm, built a

log house, and afterward a frame dwelling. He died
1

in 1873. The children of Abel ami Sylvia Eaton

were six in number. The two who are living are:

Eli D., in Michigan, and Mary Jane (Mrs. Rathbnrn),

in Fitchville.

Amos Green and his wife, Esther, of Cayuga

county, New York, came in, in 1820, and settled

upon lot fifteen, section one, but afterward removed

to lot eleven, section two. Their children were:

Zalmon, Louisa, Daniel, Lewis G., Almira (Mrs.
|

Barnes), Julia Ann and Cyrus C, the last named of
I

whom is the only one living. Zalmon, married

Rachel Weeks; Lewis, Amy Fanchcr, and Cyrus C,
Abigail Tower.

Mr. Cyrus Green savs, that in 1826, when became to

the township, forty families were residents. There

were seven in section one; thirteen in ^ectioii two:eight

in section three, and twelve in section four, of this

number those of whom we have not already spoken,

are Charles Pierce, Francis Keyes, J. McKinley, David

Bennett, David Sherwood, Higgins, Azial

Stevens, Tid. Samuel Woodruff. Retilicn Tower
and John Pratt. The years of their arrival cannot

be definitely stated, but their location is correctly

given. Most of them remained but a short time in the

township. Charles Pierce came from Green county,

New York, and died about ten years after his arrival.

He cleared up a farm in lot nine, section one. Francis

Keyes settled upon lot twenty and twenty-two, sec-

tion two, and J. McKinley upon lot twenty-eight in

the same section. They both joined the Mormons.
David Bennett and David Sherwood settled re-

spectively upon lots forty-five and forty-two in section

two. Reuben Tower located upon lot twenty, section

three, but went west at an early day: Higgins was

upon lot forty in section t wo, and Tid upon lot twenty-

sevt'ii in section four. Aziel Stevens who lived for a

few years on lot three in section two, and partially

cleared up a farm there was another Mormon recruit.

Samuel Woodruff, of Pennsylvania, was for a few

years a resident of the township, and owned a farm

in lot one, section four. John Pratt lived upon the

southeast corner of lot twenty in section three, but

moved west about ten vears after his arrival in Fitch-

ville.

The family of Matthew Ltughlin came in in ISIS,

from near Marietta, and settled upon lot twenty-three,

section three. Matthew and Nancy LanghHn had ten

children, of whom nine are living. Following are

their mimes and places of residence: Martha Jane and
David, in Nebraska; Lyclia Rosannah (Mrs. R. W.
Beckwith, of Fitchville); John S., also in Fitchville;

Thomas J., in Nebraska; Matthew Elver, the Fitch-

ville physician; Nancy M. and Rosabella, also in

Fitchville. and Mary R., in Nebaaska.

Among those who came in at a later day were the

Hau x hurst's, Joseph Stndwell and R C. Johnson.

Studwell came in 18.}."), from Cayuga county, New
York, bringing his wife and two children. He still

lives in Fitchville. R. C. Johnson came in the same
year, from New York State, (with his father William,

who died in 1807), and his mother, and originally lo-

cated in Hartland township, from whence he moved
to Fitchville. Samson Hauxhurst ami his wife, Su-

san, came in 183.), from Ulster county, New York,

and located upon lot twenty-seven, section four. Of
their children, Philip lives in Fitchville: Elenora

(Lolland), in Nebraska: Martha (Mrs. J. Sprague),

in Hartland; Mary Jane, in Nebraska, and Minerva

(Mickey), in Fitchville: Sarah is dead.

Warren Reynolds, his wife ami four children, came
from Fairfield county. Connecticut, in 1532, and set-

tled in the second section, upon the farm where Sam-
uel Klistoi w I:-.. Mr-. Reynol 1- died in 183?,

and Mr. Reynolds married, a year later. Ruth Barnes,

of Fitchville. By his first wife he had six children,

only one of whom is now alive, (T. M., who married

Melissa Sholcs. ami who. since 18."»3. has been a resi-

dent of Hartland township.

Digitized by Google



332 HISTORY OF HURON AND ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

Owing to the fact that most of the original owners

of the township put up the price of their lands too

high, the township did not rill up fa.st with settlers,

until after 183i>. Emigrants, who could get as good
lands in Sandusky and Seneca counties, or in Michi-

gan, as there was in Fitchville, and that, too, at from
eight to ten shillings per acre less, very naturally

passed on further west to begin the pioneer life. The
land owners, finally, seeing that they had been work-

ing against their own interests, reduced their price,

and from 1830 to 1834, settlers could buy at almost

their own terms. In the year first named, the town-

ship had a population of three hundred and thirty-

seven souls, and after that time the population rose

quite rapidly, until after 18-42 or 1843, when it

decreased.

ORGANIZATION.

In early times, Hartland. Fitchville and Greenwich,

were grouped together, or attached for civil and judi-

cial purposes. Hartland was detached about 1820,

and connected with Clarksficld. Fitchville was de-

tached, in 1828, from Greenwich and organized as a

scjMirate township. The records being lost, it is

impossible to give a complete list of the officers

elected. Rundel Palmer was the lirst justice of the

peace, and Samuel Palmer, clerk.

Those holding township offices in 1879 are: E.

Palmer, clerk: C. C. Green, treasurer: B. Filkins,

assessor: J. L Laughlin. James Barnes. J. E. Chan-

dler, trustees: C. C. Green, J. F. Town-end. justices

of the peace: John Abbott, S. M. Knowlton. con-

stables.

FIRST KYEJTTS.

The first white child born in the township was

Varney P.. son of Peter and Alice Mead.

The first death was that of Deborah, wife of Abra-

ham Mead. She died July 23, 1823. Another of

this family, Mary Mead, died in November of the

same year, aged seventeen.

Robert Golden and Rosannah Washburn, a sister

of Joseph Washburn, were the first couple married.

The Mead- built the lirst log house, and Ludovicus

Bobbins the first framed dwelling. The latter was

about the year 182?. upon lot seventeen, section three.

The first orchard was planted upon the farm where

Samuel Palmer now lives, by hi- brother Alvah. the

trees being grown from seed.

Ml KI»ER OR ftl'ICIDE.

Along in the year- lS'»1»or 183<» it became notorious

through the settlement that there was quite an inti-

macy existing between one Towne, who lived just

over the line in New London, and the wife of a man
bv the name of Morn-, who had settled about two

and a quarter miles east of the river, on the center

road. It w.i- not generally Mieved, though, that

there was anything criminal in their relations. One
morning a startling discovery was made. A young
girl, who had gone out to drive some cows through

.

the woods, passing near Morris' house, saw through

the window the body of a man suspended from the

ceiling. She lied, in terror, anil gave the alarm. The
nearest neighbors went to the house, and found Mor-

ris a ghastly corpse. The body was cold: life was

gone. The skein of yarn with which he had been

hung was cut. the body taken down. Mrs. Morris was

found (at Towne 's house), and preparations were

made for the funeral, the neighbors mourning that

their friend had committed the terrible act of self-

destruction. Sometime after the burial, the notion

was developed that possibly Morris was not a suicide,

but the victim of a murder. The remains were taken

from the grave, an examination made, and the phy-

sicians gave it as their opinion that death had ensued

from suffocation, and nut from strangulation. The
theory was that Towne, who was a large and very

powerful man, had gone to the house, overpowered

Morris, or perhaps found him asleep, smothered him

with the bed clothing, and then suspended the body

in such a manner as to convey the idea that the de-

ceased had committed suicide. Towne was arrested,

tried and convicted: got a new trial and escajied upon

some legal technicality. Upon regaining his freedom

he left the country and has never since been seen or

heard of. Mrs. Morris also disappeared. This affair

created intense excitement in Fitchville. and in the

neighboring townships, and it was long l>efore it

ceased to be a topic of common conversation and spec-

ulation. There were very few, however, who did not

feel sure that Morris was murdered.

RELIGIOU*

The people of Fitchville sought curly to establish

in their midst the institutions of religion ami educa-

tion to which they had been accustomed to in their

eastern homes. There is. perhaps, not another exam-

ple in the county of such an early establishment of a

church after settlement. The pioneers entered the

wilderness in 1817, aud in the summer of 18PJ the

lirst church was organized—

THE <OX<i RELATIONAL. •

The prime movers were two missionaries, Rev.

John Seward and Rev. Joseph Treat, sent out by the

Connecticut missionary society. When the church

was formed it had seven memltcrs: Rundel Palmer.

Robert Palmer. Delia Palmer, Mary Mead, Clarinda

Palmer. Tamia Palmer and Dcltoruh Mead. A revival

occurred in 1821, and many, who at that time expe-

rienced religion, ltccame connected with the church.

Rev. Ahin Coe. the celebrated Indian missionary, (of

whom much is said in the history of Greenfield town-

ship) was the first pastor. Those who occupied the

position after him were: A. II. Belts. L. B. Sullivan,

James McMaster. Ludovicus Robbins. John Beach,

Samuel Dunton, Win. Taylor, W. W. St. John. 1". T.

Chamberlain. Dr. Marcus Palmer. Ilenrv Cobb,

J. Saxby, Win. W< stcrvelt. M. Waldo. J. M. Van
Waggoner, Wm. Bridgeuian, Messrs. Fimllcy and
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Wright, Win. Johnson, 0. Burgess, J. C. Thompson
and Win. Westcrvelt (u second engagement). Ruudel

Palmer was, for many years, one of the strong pillars

of the church, and frequently served in the capacity

of minister. Meetings were held until about 1830 in

private houses, but in that year a small church was

erected, north of the present villuge. About 1842

or 1843, a small house of worship was built in the

village, which obtained the name of "Gospel Shauty.'*

THE PRESBYTERIAN

element organized a church, which remained active

for several years, but, finally, about 1846, as it became

weak, the church edifice which had been built by this

denomination, was sold to the Congregationalism, by

whom it is used at the present time. The church has

now a membership of about seventy persons. The
present pastor is the Rev. U. W. Wells, and the fol-

lowing are the officers: C. C. Crittenden. James

Barnes. Leauder Mead, deacons; M. E. Mead, clerk;

M. E. Mead, treasurer: James Barnes, L. Hibberd,

C. B. Russell, trustees,

METHODIST EPISCOPAL.

A Methodist class was formed in 1822. by Dennis

Guddin. circuit preacher, at T. B. White's house.

William W. Watrous. of Fitchville. was the leading

spirit in the movement which resulted in this organi-

zation, and Thomas B. White and wife, from Green-

wich, were among its strongest supporters. The
preachers, most prominent in the early meetings were

the Rev. James Mclntyre and the Rev. Mr. Pettit.

The denomination had at one time over a hundred

members in the township, in four classes. The
present church edifice, built over thirty-five years

ago, is a commodious structure, kept ii good repair,

and located upon the Norwalk road, in Clinton village.

The pastor of the church is Rev. A. II. Y. Boothe,

and the following are the officers: P. Hauxhuist. Her-

liert Mickey, stewards; P. Ilauxhurst, John Abbott,

class leaders; Herbert Mickev, William A. Knapp,

Ilauxhurst, James Boothe, and John Abbott, trus-

tees.

THE UAPTlsT CHURCH

was received into fellowship by the council, in 1838,

August 10th. Following are the first members: F.

P. Hall, Henry Barnhart, Sally Barnhart, Hiram

Baruum, Isaac B. Barnum, Betsey Barnum, Wil-

liam Johnson, Melinda Johnson, Abigail Barber,

Betsey Royce, Joel Blakeman, Lydia Wat kin*. The
first person baptized was Huldah Foote. Elder F. P.

Hall was the first pastor of the church, aud Hiram

Barnum the first deacon. The church edifice was

built in 1843, or the following year, and is still in use.

Elder Hall, the first pastor, is at present again in

charge of the church. The officers are: R. W. Beck-

with, deacon; R. Laughlin, clerk; Mrs. L. R. IWk-
with, treasurer; R. W. Beckwith. Robert Anderson,

Ralph 0. Johnson, trustees.

All of these three churches are located in the village

of Clinton. There is another in the township—the

North Congregational,—situated upon lot thirty-

seven, section two, near the northeast corner of the

township, in which vicinity most of its members

reside. It was organized in 1852, as an evangelical

church, with eleven members, but was made a Con-

gregational church some years later. Elder Dim in,

of New Haven, was the first pastor. The church

building was erected in 1856. at a cost of about nine

hundred dollars. The church had once as many as

sixty members, but now has not more than a third of

that number. The pulpit is at present supplied by

Rev. G. W. Wells, of the Fitchville Congregational

chureh. The deacons ore: William Lee and William

Chase.

Beside the Presbyterian organization, alluded to

above, the only church that has been formed in

Fitchville, and which is not now in existence, was

the Free Will Baptist.

The first Sunday school in the township was held

by Allen Johnson, at his house, in 1825, the pupils

being Edward and Benjamin Green. Barnard Johnson,

Louisa Johnson and Sarah Palmer. " Mr. Johnson's

assistants were Ebeuezer Osborne and Zetta Green.

EARLY SCHOOL.

The first school in the township was taught in a

little log building, a short distance south of the

center. The building served the double purpose of

school house and place of worship for many years.

Samuel Palmer taught the first school here in the year

1824, his pupils being from the families of Rundel

aud Abijah Palmer, Charles Lyon, Abraham Mead,

Gilbert Martin and Joseph Washbnrne.

The township has at present the usual district

schools, aud there is at Clinton a union sdhool.

PHYSICIANS,

The first physician who settled in the township,

was Dr. William M. Ladd who arrived in the spring

of 1822, and made his home at the cabin of Abraham
Mead. He soon achieved quite a reputation for ability

iu his profession, and had a ride which extended over

half a dozen or more townships. He was a man of

fine constitution and well qualified mentally as well

i as physically to lead the life of a pioneer man of

medicine. He passed through many hardships, sel-

dom slept undisturbed through a whole night, made
long rides in all kinds of weather and overall kinds of

road- or trails. When the Cleveland aud Columbus

Railroad was completed, he removed to New London

I

where he died in 1*53.

Dr. S. W. Baker came to Fitchville before Dr.

I Ladd's departure, and went into partnership with him.

Dr. Timothy Gibson who began practice about 1840,

remained until 1856, and was very successful. He

removed to Norwalk. Dr. D. D. Yanreeton who

came later, had also an extensive practice. Il^was

followed by Doctors Charles Chamberlain, Kester,
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now of New London: Orcgg, G. W. Nobles and

others who remained for short periods. The last

named was a partner for a time of Dr. M. E. taugh-

leu, tlie pment senior physician of Fitchville. Dr.

Laughlen came into the township when a boy, with

his parents; attended the Cleveland and Cincinnati

colleges, and began practice here in 1850. In part-

nership with Dr. Gibson, Dr. Nobles and others, and

alone he has had an experience of nearly thirty years

of professional duty. He belongs to the Electic

school. Dr. J. F. Wickham, of the same school,

came to the township in 1878.

< LI XTOX INCO K PORAT I OX

.

Clinton village was laid out in 1832, upon the land

of Abraham Mead, Joseph Washburne, Ruudel

Palmer. Dr. Ladd and Nathan Palmer, ami a few

years later—the time can not be definitely stated be-

cause of t he loss of the records—the village was in-

corporated by act of the legislature, and officers reg-

ularly elected. The first mayor was Kundel Palmer.

Owing to the lack of interest and to the deterioration

of the village, the corporation government was allowed

to lapse once or twice, but has been nw-t of the time in

effect, and is at present. The office is elected in 1878

were: Philo Pierce, mayor; H. S. Green, treasurer;

W. A. Smith, recorder: S. W. Curtiss, John Hickok,

H. Palmer, C. B. Latnplin, M. E. Lam pi in, Frank

Jones, council: Sherman Knowlton. marshal.

HOTELS.

The first tavern built in the township, was the

Clinton House, which was named after the incorpo-

rated village of Clinton. It was built in 1833, by

Hiram A. Curtiss. It was, a frame building, of fair

size, two stories in height. This was, for a number
of years, the only place for the entertainment of the

wayfarer and the stranger, and was well patronized.

After Curtis-, Hiram Odell was. for a time, the land-

lord of this house, and be gave place to Union White

and his brother Daniel.

A few years after the building of the Clinton House,

probably in 1837 or '38, Union and Daniel White,

erected the large hotel since known as the Mansion

House.

The Fountain Hons,- was built by Kundel Palmer

for n dwelling house, but was converted into a hotel

and conducted as such by his sons Isaac and Nathan

for five years.

J. f. Curtis built the next hotel, the present resi-

dence of his sou, S. W. Curtis, and was its proprietor

for a number of years. This house was known as

Washington Hall.

All of these buildings are still standing, but not

one of them is in use as a hotel. Daring .tin best

days »f the village three of them were open for the

convenience of travelers.

There is at present a comfortable and cheery, but

unpretentious, hotel in Fitchville, which !>cars the

old name Washington Hall, and of which R. Mitchell

is "mine host." Mr. Mitchell, an old gentleman,

who well knows what a traveler likes, from many years

of journeying upon the road, and also from extensive

experience as landlord, came to Fitchville in 1850;

was host at the Mansion and the Fountain Hotels for

a number of years, and since 1800 has been cheering

the coming and speeding the parting guest at his

present stand.

IU'sinkss HOUSES, EARLY AX1> LATE.

In the fall of 1830, Union White came into the
township, erected a small building, and opened a

store, which was the first in the township. His stock

was from the store of Buckingham i Sturgis of Nor-

walk. who had an interest in the business. In the

spring of 1834. their interest was purchased by J. C.

Curtiss. and the firm name became White «& Curtiss.

The first purchase of goods by this firm was in New
York, and they were transported by the Hudson river,

New York and Erie canal, and Lake Erie, to Huron,

from which point they were hauled in wagons to

Fitchville, at an expense of from three to four or live

shillings per hundred weight. From New York City

to Huron the transportation cost from one dollar and

fifty cents to two dollars per hundred. The goods

bought were of the kinds for which it was known
there would be a ready market, such as staple groce-

ries, and the commonest kinds of calico, sheeting, etc.

Rrown sheeting was sold at from twenty to twenty-

five cents per yard: calico from two to four shillings,

and satinet from six to four shillings. Iron was eight

cents per pound: nails from nine to twelve cents: tea

from ten to fourteen shillings; pepper, four shillings;

coffee, two; loaf sugar from two to two and sixpence,

and whisky from four to five shillings jut gallon.

There being but little money in circulation these ar-

ticles were very generally paid for in deer, coon and

muskrat skins and black salts, which were made from

ashes by almost every family. Messrs. White i\ Curtiss

bought these salts in large quantities, and manufac-

tured them into pearlash, which they sent to the east-

ern market. In is:{5 the firm dissolved partnership,

and each member built a good commodious store, and

began business alone. They both continued in busi-

ness for many years, from time to dine enlarging

their stocks as patronage increased. Both were ener-

gel i
, gi>a-head men, and I bej made Fiti hville the

principal trailing point in the southeastern part of

the county. Since the establishment of these stores,

both dnring their continuance and after their propri-

etors had gone out of business, many men have been

engaged in mercantile enterprises in Fitchville. and in

the most prosperous days of the village there were as

manv as five dry goods and grocery stores, all doing a

good, paying business. Among those who ha\e been

longest and most prominently identified with the

business of the place were. Hall A Roberts. I?. S.

Mitchell, K. Fox, D White. Reynolds «v Be. kwith.

and E. E. Lyon.
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There are at present three good stores—those of C.

C. Green & Son, S. W. Curtiss & Son, and L. Lyons.

ORIST ASD SAW MILLS.

The first mill, of which any information is given,

was a very primitive one, which was in existence in

1823. and was the property of J. N. Pickard. It was

a simple but ingeniously constructed substitute for

the grinding apparatus in common use at that time

in older settlements. Instead of the nether mill stone

of proverbial hardness, there was u large and solid

oak stump, so hollowed out on top as to contain a half

bushel or more of corn. Su*pcnded over this from a

spring pole there was a heavy wooden pestle with

which the miller, by main strength, crushed the corn

tbut his few neighbors brought him to be converted

into coarse meal. Whenever one of the old settlers

became too fastidious to live upon cracked corn, he

had to go a considerable distance to obtain finer meal

or flour. They often went to the Cold Creek mill,

and others at an equally great distance.

In 1838. however, the people wore supplied with

good flour and other mill products at home. During

that year a large mill was built upon the Vermillion

river uear the center by Stephen Pomcroy and Reuben

Fox. at an expense of nearly ten thousand dollars,

and for a number of years these men made flour for

the eastern market as well as for home consumption,

and had the reputation of manufacturing an excellent

article. They did a large business, but their enter-

prise was not a very profitable one. because of tho

constant outlay necessary to repair and keep in good

condition the dam and race. 'which were frequently

injured by floods. This mill passed into the hands of

Ik'ldeu Scott, then l>ecame the property of Ira Scott,

after that of Strong & Graves, and was bought from

them by II. F. Palmer, who in turn sold it to Mr.

Stevens. The present proprietor is II. F. Crow,

who rents the mill to Ford & Summertou, who

o|*-rate it.

A saw mill was built ;is early as 1830 by the Palm-

ers—William, Rundel and Samuel—uear the center,

and a few years later Seeley, Lyon and Amos built

one upon the river about two miles north of the cen-

ter. Large quantities of lumber were turned out by

these two mills for from five to seven dollars per

thousand feet. Both of these mills were abandoned

many years ago. The ouly saw mill in the township

at present is one a few rods south of the center of

Clinton village, which was built in 1850 by R. S.

Miles, its present owner. It was operated successive-

ly by Schuyler Marshall, D. D. Wood and D. Palmer.

The power is steam.

PRESENT MAXt FACTl RIN'ii.

Besides the flouring and saw mills above spoken of,

the manufacturing interests of Fitchville are unim-

portant. The people look back wit It regret to the

time when, besides the mills, there was an establish-

ment for carding wool and dressing cloth, an exten-

sive tannery, and some other industrial coucerns.

The town now has a cabinet making shop, run by

John Abbott, a wagon shop, by Henry Freeman, the

ashery, built by J. C. Curtiss and now owned by

Daniel Sheldon, and a cheese factory—last, but not

least. This is the property of E. L. Tucker. The
building, which stands by the side of the flouring

mill, was built by him in 1867. The factory was in

operation two years, and then work was suspended

for five years. In 1*75. the manufacture of cheese

and butter was again commenced, ami since then has

been successfully carried on. Four hundred and

fifty to five hundred cows are milked for this factory

during each season, lasting from the first of April to

the first of December, and about one hundred thou-

sand pounds of cheese is manufactured each year.

|

Besides this, about twenty thousand pounds of butter

is made annually. The products of the factory are

principally sold in Cincinnati.

CEMETERIES.

The principal cemetery of Fitchville, which occu-

pies the summit and slope of a gently rising hill, upon
the Norwalk road, in the north part of Clinton

incor|Hjration, was laid out about 1820, or the follow-

ing year. Alvah Palmer, who died in 1827, was the

first person buried there, and Louisa (ireen the second.

The land was owned by Abraham Mead, and was

bought by the township. This burial place, where

|
rest many of those pioneers and early settlers of

Fitchville who have passed over to the "'silent ma-
jority," includes about three acres of land. Another

cemetery, first used as a private burial place, is

upon the McKillip farm—lot thirty-seven, section

three. It was deeded to the township by Austin

Ward. One of the earliest burials was in lot nine,

section two. where there is now a small burving

ground. Dr. Pickard's remains were interred there

about the year 1825.

Before the present cemetery upon the Norwalk road

was set apart for use, a number of burials were made in

a little iuclosureat the junction of the Norwalk road

with the north and south road, in what afterwards

became Clinton. Wheu the village had commenced
to grow, the remains interred here were removed to

the larger cemetery then established.

POSTAL MATTERS.

Before the people of Fitchville hail a post office of

their own, they were obliged to go to Norwalk for

their mail matter. About the year lSv'Sthe first pout

office was established in the township, and Rondel

Palmer commissioned as postmaster. He kept the

office in his dwelling house. The present postmaster

is S. W. Curtiss. A post office was established at the

north settlement, upon the Norwalk road, about the

year 1837, and maintained for a few years. Henry
Morgan was postmaster. The first mail that was

carried through Fitchville was from some point east

to Tiffin.
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ROADS—STAGE LINE.

A number of the first settlers made their homes
upon the line of the north and south center road, and

this was the first route of travel upon which any la-

bor was bestowed in the township. The next was

the road running east and west through the center.

The road from Wooster to Norwalk was laid out in

1826, but there was scarcely any improvement made
upon it until 183%, and it was by no means easy of

travel. The route most traveled by the early resi-

dents of Fitehville, when they wished to go to Nor-

walk or beyond, was a trail which led from Abijah

Palmer's, in a northwesterly direction, to a point

about a mile west of Olena, and thence westerly to

the old State road, which passes through the center

of Fairfield and Bronsoii townships. When the Nor-

walk and Wooster road was improved, it was done by

the labor of persons who made the lowest bids for the

jobs, and they were paid from a fund made up by a

large number of personal subscriptions. About six

hundred dollars were raised, and nearly the whole of

that amount was expended upon that part of the

highway lying between Norwalk and Fitehville.

Samuel Palmer cut the timber upon about three miles

of this road. The road became the principal thor-

oughfare for the people of Richland, Holmes, and

portions of Wayne and Knox counties to carrv-their

produce over to Huron and other points, where there

was a market for it.

The enterprise of running a line of stages through

from Wooster to Norwalk was undertaken at this

time by Union White. J. C. Curtiss, and an Ashland

man. They commenced by running a two-horse

hack each way twice a week, but afterwards a four-

horse stage coach was put on the route by a man
named Myers, to whom was also given a contract for

carrying the mail. In 1834, and for many years

after, the people had the satisfaction of seeing this

heavy stage, often well loaded with pii--enj;ers, dash

swiftly or wallow slowly, as the case might bo, through

the settlement.

FITf I1VILLE (IRAKUE, SO. 550,

was organized February 9, 18" I. aith thirtj*nine

charter members. Following is a list of the first
j

officers: Phillip Hawxhurst. master: Preston Palmer,

overseer; U. P. Thomas, lecturer: Hialiner Griffin,

steward: S. W. Curtiss, assistant steward: Charles

Kiraberly, chaplain; P. ('. Johnson, treasurer; E. K.

Lyon, secretary: S. P>. Palmer, gate keeper; Mrs. P.

Hawxhurst, Ceres; Mrs. Charles Kimbcrley, Pomona;
Mrs. U. B. Thomas, Flora.

Biographical Sketches.

SAMSON AND PHILIP HAWXHURST.

were from New York State, and the son was born

there in 1829. Samson Hawxhurst came to Ohio in

1834, and purchased land upon which, a year later,

when he removed his family, he made his home. He
first lived in a log house which he built himself, and

although he had been a carpenter by trade, ho easily

became accustomed to the life of a pioneer farmer

when he came to Fitehville. and ever since has fol-

lowed that occupation. He is still living at the age

of seventy-four years, an honored denizen of Fiteh-

ville township.

Philip Hawxhurst married in 1854, the 4th of

May, his first wife, Julia A., daughter of Martin Den-

man, and fonr children were the offspring of this

union, of whom only one is living, Bell M., who was

born blind, and now at the age of nineteen years, in

spite of her great affliction ami disadvantage, is still

cheerful and happy, and enjoys the benefits of a finely

cultivated mind. The mother of this child died

September 11, 18UT, and in 18?(»—June ?th—Mr.
Hawxhurst took as his second wife, the widow of (i.

Webster, n*e Mary Weekes, daughter of Joseph

Weekes. Portraits of Mr. and Mrs. Hawxhurst with

a Tiew of their residence are to be seen upon another

page of this work.

Mr. Hawxhurst is living at present, in a new house

upon the old farm purchased by his father in 1833,

and is one of the leading men of his neighborhood,

taking a prominent part in the affairs of the township

and in church and society. He joined the Methodist

Episc opal Church in 185.">, and has since been one of

:- iii' -i aei 1
1 i- h ell a- c< usisteni members, and has

for a number of years held the office of steward.

He is a republican in politics, and during the war,

was in the hundred days' service, serving as a

sergeant.

U gitized by Google



GREENWICH.

PHYSICAL FEATURES AND SOIL.

Greenwich township, known originally us town

number one, rauge twenty-one, is bounded upon the

north by Fitchville; east by Rnggles, Ashland

county; south by Ashland and Richland counties;

and west by Ripley. Its surface is low and ipiite

level for the most part, though, in some places, it is

slightly uneven. The principal streams are the east

and west branches of the Vermillion river. The for-

mer flows through the northeast corner of the town-

ship; the latter, formed by the union of the two

streams, enters upon the south line, ami thence flows

north into Ripley. It again enters the township near

the intersection of the east and west center and the

Ripley town line road, and from thence flows north-

erly and diagonally across the third section, and, re-

ceiving the added volume of water from a number of

small streams that drain a large portion of the town-

ship, becomes, by the time it reaches the north line,

a water-course of considerable size. The soil is a rich

clay loam, very valuable to the agriculturist. There

is no waste laud in the township, m the low places

are easily drained.

ORIGINAL owners.

For an explanation of the following table the reader

is referred to the history of Wakeman township:

I.REENWHH, TOWX NUMBER ONE. RANUE TWENTY-
ONE.

Classification No. ]. Section 1.

Original (irttntte*. Am't Lot*.

£
Titus Mead »
Andrew Mead 3«
Benjamin Hobby 34
Joseph Ferris 11

Ebenezer Hobby HO
Bezaleel Brown 07

John Mead

Jeremiah Mead. Jr. 98

John Addlngton 10
Peter Mead, E«<i. 1*

Peter Mead. Jr. 41

Walter Butler *
Hannah Hays 1

David Hallo< k
Abraham Knapp 2
Justus Socket 223
Deliverance Mead 39

Miithew Mead <SI

i -l.v.-r.ui'-i- iukI

.tared Mead 2tt>

ft.

5
'-'

13

0
11

19

19

9

IB
0
19

4
0
13
15

I
18

0

li

s
i)

n
8

a

9

7
i'

9

M
0
I

li

1
i

ft

3

VUiuifitd by. Am't clattett.

d.
2
u

ft

TItu* Mead t«

'
"'•

!

*W
'
* M

11

Ebenezer Hobbv 19
Lew Nathaniel and
Bezaleel Brown G7

Jabez M. and Heze-
kiah Hobbv 89

Amy. Mollr, Ellza-
lN-th Allen, Willie
a Mebitahle Seth 128

JerimUth Mead, Jr !«
John Addlngton 10
Peter an.l Zacbarlah
M. Mead l*»

Peter Mead 41

3
.. M

J

Justus
KoL't. Eph.,

f.

ft

0
11

o
ii

18

19

7

u
o

19

4
0

1.1

l-i

>i

M

11

H

ft

I

7
>

I
:»

1
)

o
o
i

Stephen Palmer
•, Hobby. Jr.

Nathl

81
9
4
ir

li 8 Richard Mead 61

0 0 Jared, Robert. Eph,,
Jaoez and Zeuo* 9«>

ltt 1 Richard Mead 3

M , .,

6 4 4

1ft • 7
8 7 Silas Mead. Jr . and

Abner

18 11

I -J
-

•i

N
t

i'i

•i

IS

II

o
p
0
4

10

Footing" of No I. £1.344 7 0

-I

0
H
16

ft

10
1*
0
4

10
lft

4
II

9
16
m

I

•
14
14
8

0
1

1

o
o

9
4
0
10

II

0
10
2

:i

4
4
0
9

t
o
6
ft

8

l^aao Ai

Uriah Field

Classification No. 8. Section t.

Original (iranteet. Am't Lou.

£ • d
Isaac Anderson 44 10 0V
Mary Austin 8
John Dunn IS
Uriah Field 212
Joahtia Franklin 26
Joseph Ferris 7
Jabez Holmes
Reuben Holmes 32
Ehenezer Howe IS
Mills Hobby «
Hannah Lockwood 29
Martin McDonald 4

Hannah Mead 2

Charles Mead
Daniel Ofden 115
Joseph Palmer 100

Sarali Parsons S
Nat h i Raynolds, Jr. 10
Oliter Sherwood 10
Jesse Sullen 6
Jeremiah and John W.
Palmer 9

William Town I
Oliver Tomkins 7
John Weeks 9
John Clapp, Jr. 129

Thomas Clapp
Francis Na«h
Hanuan Riteh

133

648
9

.Jr. 95

0
«
M

Allen. William and
John Clapp

Th')in»- < Lapp
Daniel Purdy
John Mat-key, Jr.

Am't

£
44
8
15

212
26
7

ii
i

ii

4
9

50
100

6
7
10
0

4
1
7
4

129
333
323
•
1

<

If
8
0
li

M
0
ft

II

12
0
4
in

I
t

]«

9
16

I
-

It
19
14
Ifl

d.

0
1

1

0
0
7

4
•
T
0
0
10
'.II

11

4
8
0
9

0
1

s
B

0
6

MM
I No. 8, £1.344 7 0

Original Orantee*. Am't Lot*.

£ ». 1
Jonas Mead 20 4 1

Sibhel Me id S« 19 0
Peter Hasted so 8 11

Ebenezer Holmes 9 4
Elizabeth Mead 13 11 8
Ebenezer Howe 18 U 4
Nehemlah Mead 55 6 2
Thomas Seym ur 6ft lfl 6
John Belts 303 16
Johiel Mead ft 12

*.Eliphalet Mead 1 8
Johiel and Eliphalet
Mead 85 0 0

Benjamin Mead 111 5
Jabez Sherwood 47 3 I
lilltiert Lyon
Charles Bruuda*e

16

3
17
19

9
4

Jol> Ireland 4
Elizabeih Imi-ersoll 68 14 5

Nathaniel Injcemoll .V.I 16 7
Anna Itufenoll
Stephen Davis

14 15 6
112 14 6

Haimali >.W 88 15 11

Heth Peck 0 0 11
James I.yon 58 12 5
Ezeklel Lockwood 9 13 1
James Lvoo. Jr. 7 10 0
Cobb Lyon. Jr. 99 . 9
Reuben M-Tritt 2ft 9
Nathaniel Mead 3rd 18 1 5
Hannah Mead II 0 !

Ebenezer Mead 5 1" 4
Eliphalet Mead 95 M 1

Classification No. 8, Section 8.

Ciasttjied by. Am't Clotted

Noah a Jona* Mead 20

bo

9
13
Tl

H
«5Johiel Mead. Jr.

5
.. ..

8ft

111

Benjamin Sherwood 47
Oilbert Lyon
Uriah Field

•4 4t

David Husted

James 1

Committee

M
a

08
59
1

112
W
9
46

a

j>i

14
18

2
n

4

»
8
i
14
0
II
16

M
18
9

8
17

If

4
14
Ifl

d.
I

0
H
8
0
I
4
6
0
10

8

14 6
15 11

0 11

in

10
7
10

I

II
r
7

10H
i
I
9

<">

4
OH

Footing of

Classification Nc

So. 3. £1.344 7 0

itritjiiutl 'r'ran/eeft. .4 Hi t Lott.

£ S 1

Nehemiah Mead Vi • 1

Win. J'.hii'.on I 17 3
Rev. Isaac Ia-wIs 5 1 4
(iould John Selleek 13 IS 0
Hann.ih Lockwood VI 4 in

Shllh.sel Klllidd 0 12 1
Timothy Ferris 1« 1" 0
Puck Ferris* 0 in 1

Sarah Hovt 8 IS 0
Thomas Studwell 1 • 1

Alburail Mead
5

I) 0
.1.1 ;.|,., Me„.| 0 'I

Anna Ingeisoll 14 15 'i

Ji'llL Men.l 1'H 9 9
Samuel A»k II 1-

CUttoiflett by. ^tiH'f Viaiued

£ a. d.
Noah * Jonax Mead 13 14 10

1 17 a
ft 1 i

2 10 "
41 II 4t 8 <) 'i

4ft ftft
.•i 19 0

1 la «4 10 1 10
Noah a Jonas 1 1

also I Broiison 4 0 1)

Noah a Jonas Mva<J 9 la 11

M 44 •
1 4

ft M N 4 u 0
o 44 ,i

ft II

II 44 M ii s 4
«.

18 1 1

1. ,1 o U 0

43 (33?)
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I

James Brow

a

lo
m

3

_
J«'Hteiih Chambers 0
William HuM<art f

!AiHjrull Kniidfl
Deiiiiaiii I*iilmrr

•*
S*

,-

Kbrnexer Whelpley 1
A
D

Dailift DartVW 19 4 4

Joseph Hobby. Jr. 11 " 0
Exeklel Knapp 45 i
Jo»t-pb Lockwood 30 •
Rvutwu Mt*rritt as . 8
EIw*iii»jm.t Mead 5 18 |

Nath'l Kaynnlds 47 15 •
J"st-j,h SackfU 13 12 1
John Town
E*ra MirMhaU

13 4 11

M 1 »

Abraham Mead 17 1«

r ranri9 \\ ilmot 8 0

juiin oregg;
n

2
a
7

Isaac Holme*. Jr. lie, 1<S U
Amos MenU. Dr.
Daniel and Joshua

ISO i s

12 8

Daniel Smith 7« S t

Jarvd M,.*.l (* o 7
Jusnua Smith tm 7 4
Natul Hlhtxirt a S •
Jonathan * Arnljroae
Reynolds M I 1

Noah a Jonas Mead,
also Sam'l Middle-
brook 7

Noah a Jonas Mead 4
> 18

H II ll g
ii it it 2

a Zonoa
1

8
18
10

13

10

a
8
(

7
5B

Rob't. E|.h.. Jabei
and Zen.* Mead 17

Richard. Roti't, Eph-
raJm. Jabez i

/.~nus Mead

88

0
4

8
8
I
-

10
8
IT

8
17
8
15
7
0
1

18
1

1

1

10

213
'* 88

Richard Mead WO

Jared Mead a Nath'l
Hlbbert SU

76

8 7
IS 11

18
8
0
7
8

No. 4, £1.844 T

BEFORE THE WHITE MAN.

Greenwich was, undoubtedly, at an early day.

covered with it heavy forest, in which the oak and

other hard timber trees predominated, as the remains

of fallen monarch* of the woods indicated to the first

settlers, though back as far as anything is known of

the count r, most of the trees were beeches, maple and

other varieties of soft woods. Although the forest

abounded in game, the Indians, it is supposed, did

not come here with the intention of following the hunt,

but the locality was a favorite one for maple sugar

making, and they frequently pursued this calling, the

nearest approach to anything like an active, industrial

occupation that ever received their attention. The

Indians hud temporary camping places in various

parts of what is now Greenwich, where they resorted

in the spring and remained until the How of sap, in

the sugar maples, had ceased. They made troughs

to receive the sap from the bark of beech trees, and

evaporated it in small kettles, most of the labor be-

ing performed by the squaws. Farther east, in the

Black river vicinity, were the favorite hunting

grounds of the red-men who belonged to the great

tribe, a portiou of which made its headquarters

around Upper Sandusky. They journeyed every year

to these hunting grounds, and the paths they trod

were still visible, only a few years siuce. in the

northern part of this township. As they always fol-

lowed the same trail, and invnriably passed in single

file, a depression of the earth wa« caused, which was

v. r\ easily noticeable. Strang'' U it that we look at

the time when the first settlers came into the forest

as so long ago, and here we have—or had until very

recently—the foot path of a race of beings who have

been literally crowded from their old haunts into a

wilder west, and who have well nigh passed out of

existence as a jieople.

The Indians who had enjoyed the wilduess and the

loneliness of the great .stretch of country where they

had freedom to go and come as they pleased, to hunt

and fish, where they could roam unseen by the white

man. and without fear that their forest was to be in-

vaded by him—holding sole possession of the forest,

—

led in their way a happy, healthful existence. And
who can say that when the time came, and in accord-

ance with the working of a great destiny, which has

carried civilization from ocean to ocean, they did not

feel a more intense pain in abandoning their domain;

the scenes with which they were familiar, than their

stoicism allowed them to show, or than they have

generally been accredited with by the people who
have seen so much and know so little of them. They

yielded, however, without bad feeling, and abided

strictly by the treaty. The pioneers of the white race

had many things to fear, many things to contend

with, but the enmity of the Indian was not one of

them. They committed no depredations, and though

they were often among the settlers during the first

few years of their residence in the new country, not a

single instance is narrated of any unpleasant feeling

between the races, or of any evil deeds being commit-

ted by the red men.

BEARS. WOLVES, AND DEER.

Iu the early days of the settlement game of all

kinds was abundant. Deer were so numerous that

they were frequently seen in droves of from a score

to fifty. A good hunter like David \V. Briggs would

kill as many as eight or ten a day when lucky, and in

the season would bring down three or four hundred.

Briggs kept the settlers pretty well supplied with

venison, and it was not an uncommon thing for him

to have half a dozen or more frozen carcasses hanging

outside of his house at once. He was hired by Mr.

Beach, a pioneer of Ruggles, one time to do a day's

shooting, Beach having a number of men at work for

him and nothing in the house for them to eat. Briggs

was to report for duty at Beach's house before break-

fast, and to have two dollars for his day's hunting.

He arrived there as he had agreed to, and told his

employer that he Bail killed two deer on the way over,

giving directions for finding the carcasses in the

woods. Beach told him he might call it a day's work

and quit, which he did, thus earning two dollars be-

fore breakfast, by doing what any sportsman would

travel a hundred miles to do now-a-davs.

A- late as ls.">3. when John M. Carl rain- into the

township, deer were so numerous that he was able, on

some occasions, to kill two. or even three, in a day.

Briggs at this time had given up hunting because, as

he said, "game had grown so scarce." Bc-ide deer,

there were all the varieties of small game common to

a new country. Wolves were a great source of an-

noyance. They committed numerous depredations,

some of them quite boldly. The first was at John

Bank*'. He was keeping bachelor's hall in a small

I

log cabin, and a pack of wolves killed a cow and a
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calf, only a few rods away. Bunks heard them, but

being a rather timid man, allowed them to continue

their wicked work undisturbed. In the morning it

was found that they had eaten the larger part of both

animal?. The wolves attacked sheep more often than

any other kind of stock, though there wore many in-

stances of their killing small pigs, or shouts, and

calves. "Dead fall" and steel traps were set for

them and quite a number were caught. It is said,

and generally believed, that one wolf, called "Old

(irum," from the peculiar deep, heavy tone of his howl-

ing, which the early settlers could always recognize,

led most of the fatal forays against the sheep flocks.

Andrew Brewbaker, a famous hunter of New Haven,

killed a very old wolf once in Ripley township which

he said was " Old Gram." It was a notable fact that

after the demise of that wolf the depredations upon

the farmers* flocks ceased altogether. Bears were not

numerous: only once in awhile was one killed. Briggs

probably brought down the first that ever fell before

a hunter's rifle in the township. He was on his way

to Henry Carpenter's house, and had arrived at a

junction in the trails where he expected to meet Ben-

jamin Kniffin. Not seeing him as he had anticipated

he sat down upon a log and began eating hickory nuts,

with which the ground was covered. Presently he

saw a good-sized bear cuting hickory nuts, too, and

leveling his gun, cracked bruin's skull with a well

directed ball. A very large bear was killed by Henry

Washburue. He was in the woods one day, not very

far from his house, when his attention was averted by

the noise made by an old sow and her litter of pigs.

Presently he saw the sow coming through the weeds

and low brush, evidently very much scared. In close

pursuit was the cause of her terror, a huge bear, which

when he caught sight of Washburue stood, for a mo-

ment, erect upon its hind feet perfectly still. Wash-

burn raised his gun and tired, the shot taking effect

in the bear's throat, and causing a wound from which

the blood spurted twenty feet high, sprinkling the

green leaves overhead with crimson. Some hunting

dogs that had been on the animal's trail came up ami

made a ferocious attack upon the bear, but wounded

as he was the huge brute dealt terrific blows with his

paws, and nearly killed one of them before his own

life blood had flown.

A curious instance of a bear's ability to cam off a

heavy load is cited by John B. Barker, who, though

not an eye witness, had credible information of the

occurrence. Varnev Pearce, one day, hearing a pig

squeal, and suspecting mischief, ran and alarmed

Ephraim Barker, the pig's owner, and David W.

Brigga. They set out for the place where the hogs

were accustomed to lie in the woods, and, sure enough,

one was missing. They followed in the direction

from whence the squealing came, and goon eame in

sight of the cause. A huge bear had one of the

shotes, weighing seventy or eighty pounds, in his

arms, and was walking away with his live capture just

as a man would. At times Bruin needed r.-st. Then

he would lay the pig upon the ground and hold it

securely with his fore paws, for a few seconds. When

|

ready to move again, he would hug the porker to his

breast, and trudge on. The men watched these

maneuvers for some time, followed the bear for half

a mile, and then Briggs, securing a good chance, shot

him. The pig was alive, but so injured by its captor's

claws that Mr. Barker was obliged to kill it.

SEVEKITY OF LIFE.

The trials of those men and women who turned

their backs upon the places of their nativity, and

sought to hew them out homes in the wilderness,

cannot be fully appreciated at tho prosen? day. Many
of them had but little to begin with. Those who had

much were scarcely better off, for the comforts and

conveniences of life were not procurable. The early

settlers, of whom we shall treat presently, after suc-

ceeding, through almost infinite 'rouble, in clearing

a few acres of ground and raising a small crop of

wheat or other grain, were far from being in a condi-

tion to defy want. They had still to procure articles

j
which were equally necessary. If the weather had

i been dry for some time, they wcro obliged to go to

I

Cold creek to have their grain ground, and the trip

there and back, about seventy-live miles, occupied

I

eight or ten days. Two yoke of oxen were required.

The price of carrying a bushel of wheat was fifty

cents. Money, it was almost impossible to get in

sums sufficient to pay taxes, or buy those few articles

which are indispensable to the family or individual.

Daniel Fancher relates that he worked three years,

I and did not receive, during that time, three shillings

in money, but took grain, flour, meat, and other

articles, which, in the early (leys' of the settlement,

were regarded almost as a legal tender. Henry Wash-

burue once took a large load of wheat to Sandusky,

consuming a week in making tho round trip, and

exchanged it for one barrel of salt, six milk pans, two

pounds of tea, and the cloth for two shirts. With

these few articles, which would seem but poorly to

pay for the grain, and the time spent in getting to

the market, he returned, feeling very well satisfied.

He had done fully as well in his barter as others were

able to do. Many of the settlers really suffered for

the want of those things which a few shillings would

have bong! t. Luxuries were unthought of. The un-

ceasing and hard grind of daily labor was necessary to

accomplish the task that, lay before the pioneers— the

maintenance of life and the development of the new

country, which they so subdued as to make a rich

inheritance for their children. And yet, with all their

hard labor, with the severe simplicity of their lives,

with hardship* an I privations nnn-.imb.-r.-l and unre-

corded, the lives spent iu the fulfillment of duty were

mule up more largely of pleasure than of pain, were"

fuller of joy than sorrow, and as they drew to a close,

there was the profound satisfaction in every honest,

toiling pioneer's heart, of having accomplished a great

ami tangible good.
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EARLY SETTLERS ASD THEIR DESCENDANTS.

The first settler in Greenwich was Henry Carj>en-

ter, who came from Ulster county, New York, in

181T, an<l located upon lot twenty-two. in section two.

He died in the full of the following year, from over

exertion at a house raising, leaving a wife and four

children. His widow married Abraham Mead, of

Fitchville, and died in 1825. Of his four children,

Henry is dead, Sarah (Mrs. B. Huick), is in Norwalk,

Adna. the first child horn iu the township, is in Iowa,

and David in Missouri.

Varney Pearce, Esbon Husted and Cyrus Mead,

arrived in the early spring of 1818. They were sin-

gle men, and kept bachelor's hall. Pearce, who was

from Massachusetts, settled upon lot twenty-five, sec-

tion one, but afterward removed to the third section,

where he took up a place upon which he lived until his

death iu 1883. He was the first justice of the peace,

and held that office as long as he lived. He married

Marv Rusco, and the pair had several children, none
of whom are now living iu the township or vicinity.

Cyrus Mead had a large tract of land, south of the

center. IK- sold out his location to the Clark's, from

Florence, but they were unable to pay for it. and he

returned from the east, whither he had gone upon
sellin?, took fiack the land and lived upon it until

18.53, when he died. Husted was not a permanent
settler.

The second family -that moved into Greenwich was

that of Ephraim F. Barker, of Cayuga county. New
York. He came in March, 1818, bringing with him
his wife. Hannah, and eight children (one was born in

Greenwich). Barker settled upon lot twenty nine, in

section three, upon the north line of the township,

and after a numWr of years' residence there, removed

to lot seven, in the same section, where J. S. Berry now
lives, upon the center road, north of the village. His

children were: Alzina (Mrs. I). W. Briggs). now liv-

ing in the township: Daniel G., in Ripley; James and

David, both dead; Abiah Anthony, for many years a

noted scout and pilot of the plains: John B., now
residing in Greenwich: Sal lie ( Potter), deceased; Mary

Ann (Hess), deceased: and Samantha (Chamberlain),

in Sullivan. Ashland county. The wife of Mr. Bar-

ker died in 1819. He married a second wife. Eliza-

beth Artman. and, two years after her death, took as

hi* third wife Betsey Hasey. whom he also outlived.

Ephraim F. Barkerdied in 1800. and his rcmainsjwere

interred by the side of his three wives in the Fitch-

ville cemetery.

D. W. Briggs came in the fall of 1818, from Wash-

ington county, New York, (he was a native of Mas-

sachusetts), and made himself a home upon lot thirty-

.six. in section three. He married Alzina, eldest

daughter of Ephraim F. Barker, who i* still liviug.

Brig.'s died in l.sr.l. He had thirteen children, nine

of whom are living as follows: George, Daniel and

Jacob, in the west: Maria ( Mrs. J. Woodward), in

Hancock county: Sarah (Mrs. J. Harues), in Green-

wich: Bathena Mrs. C. Blatner). in Hancock county;

Zoa (Mrs. M. Kahar), in Michigan: Mary (Mrs. A.

Warner), in Richland county, and Caroline (Evans),

in Greenwich.

Upton and Town Clark arrived in the township in

1818, and made, during the following few years, some

improvements upon a place, south of the center,

I

bought of Cyrus Mead. They removed to Florence

township in 1823.

John Mead brought his family from Greenwich,

Connecticut, iu 1819, and located upon lot thirty-

eight, section one, where he owned four hundred acres

of land. He onlv lived a short time. His children.

I John, Brush. Edward and Ann, are living.

In the spring of 1820, Benjamin Rusco and John

Banks, of Cayuga county. New York, emigrated to

the township. Rusco bought the Briggs location.

He has no descendants living iu the township. Banks

located south of the center, went east and married a

cousin of Rtuco's, and after her death removed from

the township.

ThaddetU Faocherand his wife Sally (Mead) came

from Ulster county. New York, in 1820, their son,

Daniel G., having arrived the year before. They lo-

cated upon lot twenty-one, section one. and Daniel

G. upon lot four in the same section. The children

|

of Thaddeus S. Fuucher were: Mary (Mrs. Conrad

Lntts). deceased; Mead, also deceased; Daniel G.,

Thaddem S., living in Ruggles; Eliza (widow of

Hiram Townsend), living in Cleveland; William, in

Michigan; Amy (Green), deceased; Sally (Mrs. Gar-

rett Mead), in Greenwich, ami Matthew, deceased.

Daniel G. Fancher married Polly Mitchell, ami raised

' a familv of children, of whom all but Mo>es are liv-

ing. They are Lovana. Sally. Belinda. Emily, and

Jane. His second wife was Hannah Mitchell—no

relation to the first.

Henry Washhurne came to Greenwich iu 1819. and

settled upon lands which his father. Joseph Wash-

|

borne, had selected two or three years before— lot

twenty-six, section two. He was from Ulster county.

New York. He died in 1849. and his wife. Mary

;

(Craft ), in 182t). Their children were: Phik-na Mrs.

I R. Grirliu). deceased: C. A. Washhurne. who resides

ar the center of section number two of Greenwich

township, where he has a large farm; Henry C, in

New London, and Mary Mrs. William Sutton), upon

the old Wa-hburne homestead. Henry Washburne

was, at the time of his death, the largest land-owner

in Greenwich. His father, Joseph Washhurne. who

first visited the township iu 1816 or 181 T, to purchase

and locate lands, came out in 1821 to remain perma-

nently, and at the same time came all the rest of his

familv— his wife, Philena (Carpenter), and their

children. Benjamin. Jo.-eph ( .. Janu s. William, and

Phebe. Benjamin (now deceased), who had married,

in the east. Huldah Birdsall. settled upon lot twenty-

nine, section two. Jo-eph C. married Debbie Ann

,

Sutton, and removed in 1820 to Fitchville. James,

whose wife was Mary Rirdsall. settled in New Lou
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dou. William married Betsey Morrell and remained

upon the old farm with his parents until 1838, when

he died. Phebe, deceased, married Alanson Sutton.

Joseph Washburue died in 1800, at the age of ninety,

and his wife, Fhilena, in 1839.

Abel F. Eaton, who came also in 1820, and located

near the northeast corner of the township, removed

to Fitchville in 1820. His house was burned a year

or so before that date.

Jeremiah Rusco came to Greenwich in 1821, when
his brother Benjamin, who had pteviously made a

settlement and then gone east, returned. He and

his brother bought, at one dollar ami twenty-tire

cents per acre, nine hundred and thirty acres of

land, which was about equally divided between the

third and fourth sections. Several years later, the

brothers induced their father and mother, and all

the rest of their family, to come to this township and

make it their home. None of the original 'pioneers

of this family are left. Two sons of Jeremiah Rusco,

are living, however, one of them. Gilbert L, on a

jK>rtion of the old estate, lot sixteen, section three,

and another, Benjamin, in Nebraska.

Solomon Doud and Hiram Doud caiiie from Ca-

yuga county. New York, to Greenwich, in 1821. and
the last named returned, soon after, to his native

State, and remained there. Solomon Doud brought

his family out the following year, uud after living

for a time at the ceiiter. bought a farm in section

three, where he remained until his death, in 1849.

His family consisted of his wife, Polly, I^aura (who
afterward married B. Rusco and who is now dead),

Nancy (Mi's. D. G. Barker, in Greenwich), Samuel

(now a respected citizen of New London). John (de-

ceased), and .Mary Ann (Mrs. Freeman, now n resi-

dent of Kansas).

Mordecai W. Jenney. of New Bedford, Massachu-

setts, originally, but fur sometime a resident of Cayuga

county, New York, arrived in 1818. and took up lot

twenty in section four. His brother. Obadiah, came
shortly after, and remained in the township a short

time, and then removed t<> Norwalk. John Jenney

came in several years later—about 1823—ami settled

upon lot forty-two, section one.

Hiram Townsend. of Massachusetts, settled, orig-

inally, in Now Haven, but removed from there to this

township in the summer of 181 It- He took up the

farm—lot six, section three—upon a portion of which

the village of Greenwich station has lately been built,

and resided there until 187 1, when he died. He
married Eliza Faucher, who is still living at this

writing. His children, still living, are as follow- :

Hiram, at Black river; Oscar, in Cleveland, who was

at one time president of the C. C, C. & I. Railroad,

and now of the Tuscarawas Valley Railroad: Horace,

a lawyer, in Memphis; Mary (Mrs. J. Bradncr), and

•Sarah (Mrs. B. Coutant;, both in Cleveland.

James Mitchell, of New York, armed in 1891,

with his wife and family. He located upon lot four-

teen in section four. He died in 1844, at the age of

seveuty-two years, and his wife in 1803, at the age of

eighty-four. Their oldest daughter, Betsey, mar-

ried a Mr. Higgins, and removed to Florence, thence

to Vermont. The only descendants of Jas. Mitchell,

who remain, of a large family, are: Hezekiah aud

William, at Peru: Moses, in Michigan, and Betsey,

above spoken of. One of the daughters, Amanda,

married a certain wolf in sleep's clothing, a clerical

fraud, named Ralph, was cruelly deserted by him,

and died.

During the y*ars 1820-21. the settlement was in-

creased by the arrival of Joshua Bauks, T. B. White

aud Robert O. Saulsbury, Eleazer L. Saulsburv and

a few others. Those named were all from Cayuga

county, New York. Banks settled south of the cen-

ter; White, upon lot twenty-eight, section three, and

Saulsbury (Robert 0.), upon lot six, section two.

Eleazer L. Saulsbury remained but a short time.

His only descendant, remaining in the township, is a

daughter.—Almira—the wife of E. Gifford. White

carried on, for many years, his trade, that of making

chairs and spinning-wheels. Robert O. Saulsbury

was a cooper, by trade, and made the first barrels in

the township. He sold out aud left in 1833.

Benjamin Knifliu, one of the most prominent of

the early settlers, came to the township first in 1818,

from Cayuga county, New York, and made a small

beginning uihju the town line where U. B. Thomas
now lives. He soon returned east, and remained

there until 1820, when he again came to Greenwich.

He married iu Cayuga county. New York, Bloomey

Caroline Hobby, ami in 1824, he brought his wife to his

new home. At the same time came his parents. James

and Sarah Kuittin. and the remainder of the family

one brother and four sisters. James Knitlin purchased

eight hundred acres of land lying west of the center,

and north of the east and west center road, and this

property was divided among his children, most of it

being still iu possession of some of their descendants.

Beside Benjamin Kniftin, the children of James aud

Sarah were: Dauiel, Phebe, Charity, Debbie and

Amy. Daniel married a daughter of Jo.-iah Rusco,

reared a family of seven children, and after his wife's

death, removed to Iowa. He died in 1878. Only

one of his descendant-, Daniel, is in Greenwich.

Phebe (deceased) married a man named Sutherland,

and removed to Buggies. Charity (also deceased)

married C. Brady who was accidentall; shot in 1824,

and for her second husband, married Daniel Osborne.

Debbie (Smith) lives iu Buffalo, and Amy (Carver)

iu Ashlaud county. Benjamin Knitlin remained all

of his life in this township. He was a very active

man, Carried on a great many enterprises of different

natures, served a- justice of the peace for three terms,

and otherwise took a part in the public affairs of the

community. He died in 1877, having survived his

wife four v ears. Their children were: Louis Hobbv,

Benjamin F., Hannah Maria, Charles B. . and James

K. and Sarah P., twins. Louis Hobby and Charles

B. are farmers in this township; Benjamin F. is in
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Williams county; Hannah Maria and James £. are

dead, and Sarah F. (Mrs. H. M. Krytser) is a resident

of Greenwich.

Charies Brady who married Charity Kniffln; came
from Westchester county. New York, in 1823, to

Scipio, Cayuga county, where he remained until 1824,

when he came on to Greenwich with the Knittins, and

located upon a portion of this land. In December of

the same year, Brady was instantly killed by the dis-

charge of his gun while on his way with his brother-

in-law, Benjamiu Knitfin, to Washbumc's mill. The
gun lay upon the load, and in pulling it towards him,

he struck the trigger, and the discharge took effect in

his side.

Ezra Smith, who came to the township in 1824,

brought in the first stock of goods, and had a store

for a short time near Washburne's. He removed to

Macksville. He also had an ashery. Knfus Sheldon

located upon lot forty-six, section one, in the same

year. He was from Scipio, New York. Joshua Frost

came at the same time anil settled near the east line

of the township, in section two.

Brundagc Knapp, who came in the year 1825, and

located upon lot twenty-four, section three, removed,

in 1830, to Bronson, and went from there to Fair-

field. He lived to \xs over ninety-four years of age.

Among the early residents of the town was John
Paul, or, as he was commonly called, "Old Paul,"

the son of a Hungarian nobleman, who, having left

home at an early day, had followed the life of a roam-

ing adventurer, and fought as a soldier of fortune in

several of the armies of Kurope. finally being sent a

prisoner by the British to Canada, from whence he

came to this county. He died about 1830, a very old

man.

Willis R. .Smith came to Greenwich in 1824, from

Sciopio, Cayuga county. New York, bringing his wife,

Ann Underbill, and five small children in a Pennsyl-

vania wagon to Buffalo, where they embarked in a

schooner for Sandusky. This family settled upon lot

two, section three, where four of the defendants of

Willis R. Smith now reside, viz: Daniel, Amelia,

Sarah and Annie. Another son, William, married

Asnath Rusco, and is now living in Greenwich, on
lot twenty-two, section four. The two oldest chil-

dren, Alfred and Phebe, are dead. Mary, wl\o mar-

ried J. E. Golden, lives in Ripley. Willis R. Smith
died the third month. 11, 1871. He was. during his

l«mg residence in the township, one of its staunch,

true men, respected by all. His wife died second

month, 24, 1874. Both were natives of Westchester

county, New York.

Alanson and Aranson Sutton, of Cavuga county.

New York, came in 1824. The former settled upou
lot thirty-nine in section one, and the latter upon lot

sixteen, section four. Alanson married, for his first

wife, I'hebe, a danghtei of Joseph WaMibiirne, and
for hit second, Anil Parker. They have four child-

ren living, all in Greenwich: Mary ( Mrs. J. Dills),

Emma, Grant and Josie. Aranson Sutton married

D ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

1 Emeline Brady. Both are dead. Their children living

i are: Charles A., who resides upon the place his father

settled
;
Charity (Townsend), iu Cleveland : Mary

(Nobles), iu Fitchville: Sarah (Reynolds), in Seneca

j

county, Ohio; and Louisa (Fancher), in Greenwich.

Cyrus G. Mead came into the township in 1825,

bringing with him from White Plains. New York,

Shadrach II. Reed, then seventeen years of age. In

time Reed bought of Mead lot twenty-seven in his

tract of land, and in 1831 he married Sadie Rusco,

who died twenty years later. Mr. Reed is still living

and his family consists of Dr. D. II. Reed, of Fair-

field; Mrs. A. E. Griffin, of Bellefontaine; and II. E.

Reed of Greenwich. Charles E. Reed died in 1854,

|

and A. S. in 1847.

Richard Marshall arrived in 1827, or the following

year, from Medina county. He was a brother-in-law

i of Dr. Morton. He is now dead. Four of his chil-

dren, Richard, Morton, Margaret (Mrs. Williams),

and Frances Ann, live in the township. Benjamin

Belding came about the same time as Marshall, from

Westchester county, New York. He located upon

lot thirty- three in section two. He died in New
London, whither he moved when the C, C, C. & I.

R, R. was constructed. He had a large family, but

none of them remain in the township.

Walter Wasburne, (a nephew of Joseph,) canir into

Fitchville in 1833, and lived there until his death, in

I

1 80G. He had a large family, of whom one son,

|

Henry G. came into the county, in 1830. He first

located in Fitchville. but shortly afterward came into

Greenwich, and took up and cleared the farm where

he now resides—lot eleven, section three. He mar-

ried Ann Maria Yan Benschootcn, of Berlin, township,

by whom he had three children, who are still living

—

D. S., now in Riple , Alice E. (Gaskius), in Maine,

and Jay, in Fitchville.

The Gitfords came into the township at different

I dates, ranging from 1829 to 18<>5, though Edward,

who came during the last mentioned year, had settled

in Ripley in 1837. He married Almira, a daughter

of Eleazer L. Saulsbury, and is at present living about

a mile and a half south of Greenwich station. Joseph

Gifford (deceased) came in 182U, and his brother,

Humphrey, arrived in 1831. They settled upon lot

forty-eight, in section one. The former married

,
Silva Jcnney, and the latter her sister, Jane. Abnun
Gifford came in 1832. and Micajah in 1843.

William Carl came from (ireenwich, Fairfield

I comity, Connecticut, in ls.'lo, by the lake route from

Buffalo to Sandusky, which so many of the emigrat-

ing families of this period chose. He brought with

him hi* wife, Martha, and seven children: Marv Jane

(now Mrs. R. Grifflu), Daniel II., John M., Nathan.

Rhoda Ann (S. S. Hawkins), Elvira (B. H. Fowler),

in Ripley, and William, who resides where his father

settled— lot four, section four. All of these descend-

ants are living in, or near. Greenwich, except Rhoda
Ann. who died in 1*07. Two daughters were horn

|

after the Carls emigrated to this township, Emma
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and Sarah, who are now in Wood county, Ohio.

William Carl died in 1864, at the age of eighty years,

end his wife March 25, 1879, aged eighty-six.

Luther Mead came in 1830, and settled upon lot

thirty-one, section three—land that his father had

bought many years before. Marcus E., William,

Leander and Annie are his children, and live in the

township. Joseph died in 1850.

Amos Mead and his wife. Catharine, came from
Dutchess county, New York, in 1831, aud settled upon

lot five, in section one. Garrett V. Mead, his son, is

still living where he settled, lot six, in the same
section. He married Sallie Fancher, by whom hcliad

eight children, five of whom are living, viz.: Daniel,

in Kansas: Hiram, in Hartland township; Aaron, in

Kansas; Moses B., in Berea. and Eliza Jane (Fish),

in Monroeville.

8. P. Haviland and his wife, Lovina, and two sons,

came to Greenwich in 1831, from Putnam county,

New York, and took up land in lot twentv-six, section

two. Mr. Haviland afterwards bought lot twenty,

section four, at the center, where he now resides.

His children are: Samuel, in Toledo; William. B.,

postmaster at Greenwich station; Alfred S., in Kan-

sas, and Nelson M., in Toledo.

Loreuzoand Samantha Burritt, of Mendou. Monroe
county. New York, settled upon lot thirty, section

one. in 1832. Mr. Barritt was a prominent man in the

militia, and held commissions as lieutenant and cap-

tain. He died m 1878. His children were Zelotes

E., who lives in Greenwich; Synthia C. (Mrs. P.

Welch), of Ripley; Mary L. (Mrs. N. Smith), in this

township: Clarissa and Walter, both deceased.

Abijah and Abiagail Griffin arrived in 1833, from

Hunter, Greene county, New York, bringing with

them four children. Mr. Griffin purchased, of Robert

O. Saulsbury, lot ten. in section two, and there made
his home. His children, who came with him to Ohio,

were: Phebe (Mrs. Williamson), of Norwalk, mother

of Hon. J. A. Williamson: Tamer (Mrs. J. Kinsrs-

bury), who died in 1854: Robert B. and Riley, in

Greenwich. An elder brother, Ezckiel, moved in, in

the spring of 1820, ami lived in the township until

his death in 1871.

Dr. nenry Reynolds armed in 183G, from Catta-

raugus county, New York. He has five children liv-

ing: Russell, a physician, at Chicago Junction;

Lavilla (Mrs. J. Sutton), in this township; Hannah
(York), in Ruggles; Cornelia (Hurlbiirt), and Robert

H., a physician, at Greenwich station. William, n

son who died, was a physician. The family, for

several generations, has seemed to have a peculiar

bent for the study of medicine.

Moses M. and Abigail Burgess, of Greene county,

New York, and their daughter, Abigail Ann, cnme
to this township in 1838, and made themselves a home
upon a farm in the Mead tract, purchased of Na-

thaniel Brown. All these are now living in the

township. Abigail married a Watson. Of the chil-

dren born in the township. Emory I. is living iu this

township. Egbert N. was a volunteer in the union

army, and died in the service.

John Ellis and wife arrived in 1838. from Onon-
daga county. New Y'ork, and his brother. Wm. B.

Ellis, came three years later. The first named had

married Rachel Rickart. and the latter her sister

Esther. They have large farms in the southwest cor-

ner of the township. John Ellis' children are: Sid-

ney H.. in Ripley; Therza B., John R. and Martiu,

in this township: Clara Leone and Palina, in Ripley,

aud Sarah, in Richland county. Wm. B. Ellis' chil-

dren are: George W., Eliza Ann, Irwin. Lilly aud
Emma. M. A. Hall aud his wife. Mary Ann (Robin-

son), came from Steuben county, in 1840, and took

up a piece of land—lot two, section four.—where they

now reside, then owned by the Rev. Joseph Edwards,

of Ripley. Gideon B. Con tan t came to t he township

in 1843, and his brother, at a later date. Adam and
Barbara Brenneman, and their son. John, came iu

1844, from Richland county, where they had removed
ten years previous from Lancaster county. Pennsyl-

vania. They located upon lot six, section four; John
married Barbara Rickart, and lives upon the farm

where lie first settled with the old folks. They are

both dead.

A large and prominent family who became resi-

dents iu the township, at a much later day, wa9 that

of George Thomas, of Otsego county, New York.

Uri B. came in 184<>, the other later. George H. is

iu Fairfield: S. W., in Ripley; Washington L. and
Adaline (Hills), in Michigan: Andrew J., in Bronson,

aud Benda L. iu Hartland. One son. Walter W., was

killed in the army.

OROAXIZATIO.V.

Greeenwich was attached, in 1815, to New Haven,

or was within the jurisdiction of that township (for

civil purposes). In 1819. Greenwich, Fitchville and
Hartland were united, and an election was held in

that year, at the house of Thomas B. White, for the

purpose of choosing officers for the territory included

within the three. Hartland WM detached in 1820,

and in 1823, Greenwich was separated from Fitchville

and organized as a separate township, the first election

being held at Thomas B. White's house, and the fol-

lowing officers elected: Jeremiah Rusco. Henry Wash-
burne, trustees; David W. Briggs, clerk ; Varney

Pearce, justice of the peace: Kphraim F. Barker,

constable.

The township received its name from the town of

Greenw icl i , Con nee t ieu t

.

Following are the officers of 1878: 0. Travis,

II. Horr, Willis Sisson, trustees: H. Travis, treas-

urer: William B. Haviland, clerk; H. M. Krvtser,

J. B. Smith, justices of the peace; James Sutton,

Frank E. Hopkins, constables.

FIKST FACT>.

Adna Carpenter, son of Henry Carpenter, was the

first white child born in the township. He is now
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living in Iowa. Samantha Barker was probably the

second, a child of Upton Clark, third, and 0. A.

Washburne the fourth.

Henry Carpenter, father of the first born, was the

first person who died in the township. His death,

caused by over exertion, occurred in November, 1818.

He was buried in a coffin constructed of hewed black

walnut planks. Hannah Barker died from child

birth, May 23, 1819, and she was the second person

whose demise the little bund of pioneers were called

to mourn. The coffin, in which her remains were

buried, was made from the boards of a wagon-box,

which were rudely stained with logwood.

The first marriage in the township, was that of

David W. Briggs and Alzina, daughter of E. F. and

Hannah Barker. They were made one by Squire

Rundel Palmer, of Fitchville, in August, 1819.

Briggs died in 1801. His is widow still living, and

in Greenwich.

The first log cabin was built iu 1817, near the

northeast comer of the township. Henry Carpenter

built the first permanent residence, a log house, a

little later in the same year. The first frame house

was built by Joseph Washburne. in 1827, on lot twenty-

seven, section two, and the first brick house was

erected at the center, by Cyrus G. Mead.

The first tavern was built at the center by Benja-

min Kniffin, who also had a store there. The store

opened by Ezra Smith, near Joseph Washburne's, in

the northeast corner of the township, in the year

1824. was the first. He sold goods there for four

years, and then removed to Peru (Mucksville), where

he followed the business for twelve years more, when

he died.

Manv of the orchards in the township and vicinity

were planted with trees that were grown from the seed

sown by Alzina Barker (Mrs. Briggs), upon the Car-

penter place, in 1818. All of the seeds were selected

from greening apples, but not a .-ingle apple borne by

any of the trees raised from those seeds has produced

an apple having any resemblance to the fruit from

which they sprung. Ephraim Barker and Varney

Pearce brought trees from Xorwalk in 1S19, and

it was from one of these that the first apples were

picked that rip.-ned in the township. Mordecai

Jeiiney. at a later period, started a nursery upon

his land, mid supplied from it many farmers with

fruit trees.

The tir-t building that was raised without the DM
of whisky was a log burn, put up by Willis Smith.

Those who assisted iu the work were told upon the

start 1 1 1 fit contrary to custom bo liquor would be

given out. but they look hold willingly, worked hard

and were furnished with a substantial dinner and
supper bj Mi>. Smith. A tine field of grain owned
by Mr. Smith became ready for the sickle when he

was bedridden with rheumatism, and he was obliged

to depend upon his neighWs. to save the crop from

going to wa*tc. It seemed for -evenil days as if the

wiving of the harvest could not be aefomulinhed

unless Mr. Smith sacrificed his principles and fur-

nished the men whisky; but he adhered to the line of

what he considered conscientiously his duty, and,

finally, one bright morning, the neighbors were seen

at work gathering the fully ripened grain, and soon it

was safely stored away.

The first mill was built by Joseph Washburne, in

1823, near where the Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati

I

and Indianapolis railroad crosses the Vormillion river,

in the northeast corner of the township. It was both

a saw and grist mill. The iron parte Mr. Washburne

I brought from the east, and the stones he had roughly

j
chiseled from "hard heads'' found near by. They

ground slowly but not exceeding fine. No other grist

mill was built in the township until a very recent date.

The Ruscos built the second saw mill, in 1827, upon

the west branch of the Vermillion, near what is now

known as the diagonal or angling road. Both of

these mills were destroyed many years ago. The

Rusco mill was burned.

The first Fourth of July celebration was gotten

up by Ephraim Barker, Solomon Doud, and others,

and held at the center, in 1823. Nearly all of the

people in the township, and many from the neighbor-

ing settlements were present. Briggs, the famous

hunter, supplied the venison for the dinner, and

Ephraim Barker cooked it. Speeches wore made, not

unlike the Fourth of July oratorical pyrotechnics of

more recent times, and the celebration proved a very

agreeable affair.

RELIGIOUS MATTEUS.

For a number of years after the first settlers came
into Greenwich, there was no regularly ordained

minister living in the township, and when there was

preaching, it was by some of the ministers from

neighboring townships. Religious meetings were

held frequently, and preachers of all denominations

had assurance when they came here that they would

be met by audiences of large size (for these times) and

gladly listened to. The township has, at the present

day. a large element of Quaker population, and many
of its earliest pioneers were of this people. The first

Quakers, or Friends, as they call themselves, came to

Creenwich in 1818, just eighteen years after the first

Friends' settlement in Ohio. They organized the first

society for the purpose of religions worshi|»—one

which has been strongly sustained through all of its

|
more than sixty years' existence, and which is to-day

I
in a most healthful and nourishing condition.

THE FUIEXDs' CBCBCB

[

was organized in 1823. The first meeting was held

at Joseph Washburne's house. The society then

Consisted of Joseph Washburne and his three sons:

Benjamin. Henryand James, R. and J. I.. Frost, Henry
Carpenter ami John Jenm-y. After a year <«r so, the

place of meeting was changed to Henry Washburne's

hon-e, and then to James Knitlin'-, where the Friends

I
met for several years, or until they had built a log
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church upon a lot given for the purpose, by James

Kniffin. This lot was the one still owned by the

society, and is located nhont one hundred and twenty

rods east of the center. The log church winch was

built in 1834, gave place in 1845, to a commodious

and comfortable, but plain, frame structure, which is
j

the present place of worship of a society, numbering
I

about two hundred souls. The society holds meet-

ings every Sabbath and Fifth day. The present

ministers of the church are: Rachel Washhurnc, Al-

fred Bartlett, Prudence l>. Hathaway and George

Bartlett. Joseph Coutant. Humphrey Gifford. James

Bartlett, Daniel Smith, Phebe Ann Bartlett. Phebe

Coutant, Lovina Haviland, Sarah Gifford and Phebe

Healy, elders. Joseph Coutant, Daniel Smith and

Thomas Eddy, trustees.

THE METHODIST DEXOMIXATIOX

has two organized churches in the township, one in

the southeast quarter and one at Greenwich station.

The Methodists of Greenwich had, with their brethren

of Fitchville. a class organization at an early day. It

was effected at a meeting held at T. B. White's

house. The oldest organization now in existence in

the township is what is known as the Nineveh Metho-

dist Episcopal Church, the majority of whose mem-
bers live in section one, in the southeast part of the

township. It was organized in 1 830, by the Rev.

John Quigley, circuit preacher, and was constituted

by the following members: Asel Mead and wife,

Henry Lyon and wife, and Mrs. John Hess, at whose

house the church was organized. Samuel Doud and

wife, and G. V. Mead and wife, were received into
I

mernl>ership at an early date after the establishment

of the church. Preaching was had at Mrs. Hess'

house for a number of years, then at Daniel Bloomer's

and Samuel Doud's. and. after that, in the log and

framed school houses in the vicinity until -1858, when
the church building now in use was erected, at a cost

of about one thousaud two hundred dollars. The
trustees at this time were Isaac Smith, David Sutliff,

Aranson Sutton, M. M. Burgess, James Sutton,

Daniel G. Fancher and Samuel Doud.

The Rev. John Quigley was the first pastor of the

church. John K. Brown was the first class leader.

He was succeeded by Daniel Bloomer, Franklin Sizer

and M. M. Burgess, under whose management a great

revival occurred in 185?. by which the church grew

from a membership of less than a score to over ninety.

The churoh was then divided into four classes. It

has now a membership of about one hundred persons.

The class leaders are Samuel G. Watson. David Sut.

liff, John Strimple, Daniel Shonp; Emory J. Burgess,

David Sutliff, stewards; Samuel G. Watson, William

Strimple. Shadrach H. Reed. Daniel Shonp, David

Sutliff, John Strimple, '/.. B. Coutant. trustees.

The Methodist Episcopal Church at Greenwich

Station was organized in 18W by Rev. A. K. Owen,

who. during the winter of that year, held a protract-

ed meeting at the school house opposite the present

church edifice. The North Greenwich class, organ-

ized in 1860 by the Rev. John Kellam, was consoli-

dated with the Greenwich Station orgauizatiou, and
soon after the Edward's corners (Ripley) class, organ-

ized in 1837, came into the union. After a strong

organization had thus been effected, steps were taken

toward building, with the result, that in the summer
of 18T1 the present church edifice was completed and
dedicated. The cost was about *4,.">o0. The pastors

of the church since the close of McKean's charge

have beeu Revs. H. G. Dubois. George McKillip. C.

C. Ball, John McNabb, J. F. Brant, C. R. Rnssel

and P. F. Graham, the present incumbent, who also

preaches at the Universalist Church. The present

officers of the church are as follows: N. Carl, 0. S.

Griffin, Alice Nickerson, James McMillen, J. F.

Welch, class leaders: F. B. Nickerson, M. A. Hall,

0. S. Griffin, stewards; B. II. Fowler, Sunday school

superintendent; N. D. Welch, L P. Sisson," B. H.

Fowler, John Jenney, Z. E. Barrett. E. McCullow,

trustees.

No denominations other than the Friends and the

Methodists have church organizations in the town-

ship. Other churches have existed for short i>eriods.

SCHOOLS.

The first school was taught by James Nixon, who.

with his father, Robert Nixon, was obliged to leave

Ireland at the time of the Irish revolution, and

chose America as the country in which to begin life

anew, and drifted, by some chance, to this locality.

The school was held in an abandoned log house, one

mile south of the center, in the winter of 1820-21.

About 1825, a school house was built at the center,

and Tracy Case was the first teacher who occupied it.

The second school house was built by James Mitchell's

residence, near the center of section four. Willis R.

Smith, assisted by his wife, gave instruction in writing

to a number of young men some of them married),

in the winter of 1824—25. About a dozen men at-

tended this school. It was held evenings, in Mr.

Smith's house, which he fitted up for the purpose,

with writing desks made of slabs, which were fastened

to the wall us sloping shelves. Some of these, then,

young men have become well off. All of them have

owned farms in the 'township and been successful in

life.

The township has nine regular school districts and

one special district, the village of Greenwich station,

which was incorporated as a sj>ecial school district in

1ST?. Graded schools were established in the village

in that year. The Inmrd of education, then elected,

consisted of Oscar Travis, E. J. McCullow. R. H.

Reynolds, John R. Jndson and Hyatt Travis. The
first sujierintendent was W. C. Kincel. He was suc-

ceeded by the present incumbent, J. L Young.

The number of youth, of school age. in the special

district, in 1ST7. was one hundred and seventy; it is

now over two hundred and ten. and the average daily

attendance i* one hundred and thirty-four.
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THK MEDICAL PROFESSION*.

Dr. Richard Morton was the first resident physician

in the township, and came in about the year 1825, at

first practicing in partnership with Dr. Moses C.

Sanders, of Peru, who was quite popular among the

men of his time in Greenwich. Dr. Campbell, of Fair-

field, had some practice in Greenwich at an early day,

aud so also had Dr. Win. McLudd, of Fitchville, and

Dr. Johns, of New Haven. There was for a short

time iu the settlement a physician by the name of

George W. Sampson, who made his home with Ben-

jamin Washburne. Lovana Mitchell, who came into

the township with her husband, James Mitchell, in

1821, before there were any physicians there, was very

useful in the capacity of midwife, and deserves the

gratitude and kindly recollection of the community.

She often traveled alone aud afoot at night, by the

light of a torch, utterly regardless of the weather, and

her fearlessness ami power of physical endurance were

only equalled by her professional skill. It is said

that she never lost but one patient. She died in

ISC.:", in her eighty-fourth war.

Among the physicians who practiced iu the town-

ship for short jicriods were Dr. Wm. Rice, who was a

partner of Dr. Morton, and Dr. Andrews, of Ruggles.

Dr. G. Hutehins aud Dr. Owen were also among
those who might be termed transient residents. Dr.

Henry Reynolds, of New York State, began practice

in 1836, and has practiced constantly iu the township

and surrounding country since, until within three or

four years. Dr. S. R. Haviland, who came iu 1831,

has also practiced most of the time since his settle-

ment.

The physicians now resident in Greenwich are Drs.

Amos Ewing, R. II. Reynolds and D. W. Rumbaugh.

Dr. Ewing. of the allopathic school, who has been in

practice in the village since 18t;8, is a graduate of the

Cleveland Medical College: Dr. Reynolds, a son of

Dr. Henry Reynolds, is a graduate of the Eclectic

School of Cincinnati, and has been in practice since

18T1. Dr. Rumbaugh came in t he latter part of J8?3.

He is of the allopathic school, and received his medi-

cal education in the St. Louts aud Cleveland colleges.

SOCIETI E8.

THE UREENWICH FAIR ASSOCIATION*.

This association was organized in April, L875, when

a meeting was held at which it was moved and adopted

that an association should be formed for the purpose

of holding a union fair, in the township, sometime

in June of that year. The organization was perfected

b\ the election of the following officers: M. B.

Thomas, president : L. P. Sisson. vice president; W.

A. Hossler, secretary: John S. Bern*, treasurer; J,

W. Beach. (Boggles). II. C. Washburne, (Xew Lon-

don), William P Noble, (Ripley). William A. Knapp.

(Fitchville). George IL Thomas, (Fairfield), William

Sutton, S. McCullow. II. J. Gilford. A. H. Leonard,

(Greenwich), and John Stoner. (of Butler township,

Richland county), directors. Grounds were leased of

the laud and building association upon which the fair

association erected suitable buildings, and here fairs

have been regularly held every season since the incep-

tion of the plan. These fairs have annually been

held in the spring or early summer, and the exhibi-

tions, especially iu the stock department, have been

of a character which justly entitles the association to

much credit. The officers elected in 18?s. are as fol-

lows: B. II. Fowler, president; L. P. Sisson, vice

president; W. A. Hossler, secretary; John S. Berry,

treasurer: W. J. Beach, W. Hannah. D. D. Wasii-

;

burne. II. Horr. William A. Knapp. directors.

lit HON ItRAN HE. NO. l8«.

The Patrons of Husbandry effected an organization

under the above name. October 3o, 1873, the charter

members being: Frank Salisbury. C. A. Washburne

and wife: II. Griffin and wife; D. D. Washburne

and wife; H. J. Gilford and wife. William Sut-

ton. Miss O. WickofT. Miss Martha Salisbury, E.

Cullierts.iii. Preston Palmer, W. J. Washburne and

wife. J. A. Fiost and wife. A. Jennings. J. Strim-

ple and wife, and Miss L. Frost. The lirst officers

elected were: J. A. Frost, master: H. J. Gilford, over-

seer; J. Strimple. secretary; Frank Salisbury, trea-

surer: D. D. Washburne. lecturer; A. D. Jetuiev,

chaplain: H. Griffin, steward; H. Griffin, assistant

steward: W. J. Washburne, gatekeeper; Carrie Wic-

kolf, lady assistant steward: Martha Salisbury, Flora;

Mrs. H. J. Gilford, Ceres; Margaret Washburne, Po-

mona. Following are the present officers; J. A.

1 Frost, master: H. Horr. overseer; H. E. Reed, lec-

turer J. Stri pie, chaplain; W. H. Sisson, secretary;

H. D. St. John, steward; J. R. Ellis, gate kcqtcr;

Mrs. H. Horr, lady assistant steward: Mrs. W. H.

Sissun. Pomona: Mrs. '•. W. Ellis, Floru: Mrs. C. A,

Sutton, Ceres; C. H. Horr, treasurer. Number of

j

members, forty-eight.

LAND AND BlILDINU ASSOCIATION.

This organization, which has operated most power-

fully and favorably in the interests of Greenwich,

particularly the village, was incorporated by spectul

act of the legislature in is;:j, mid the company was

organized with a capital stock of thirteen thousand.

The incorporators were: L. P. Lisbon. U. B. Thomas,

Lorenzo Barrett, A. Ewing, J. B. Smith. W. A. Hos-

I slcr. W. T. Smith and S. W. Thomas, the ficst

officers elected were the following, who, by the wa\.

KtiU remain in their several places: C. B. Thomas,
president: J. B. Smith, secretary: J. W. Richardson,

treasurer. The object of the association was the en-

couragement of local business interests and the devel-

opement of the village. With this end iu view, the

association purchased the ToWIISCnd farm of one

hundred and twenty acres, adjacent to the village,

and laid off forty acres of it iu town lots. These
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lot;-, or a great proportion of them, were quickly dis-

posed of, at reasonably remunerative figures, to goes!

parties, and upon tliem were built the comfortable
|

and beautiful homes which now form the new village

upon the northwest side of the C. C, C. & I., R. li.

The first building was erected in 1874. The village

of Greenwich had, in that year, a population of but

seventy souls, and now has upwards of live hundred

and fifty—an increase which is directly attributable

to the stimulating effect of the land company's enter-

prise. The full title of this organization, under

which it was incorporated, was the Greenwich land

company and building association, but this name im-

plied more than was covered by the scope of the com- '

pauy's intention. It was not designed that the com-

pany should be a building association, but simply a

hind company, and it has only given encouragement

to building enterprises by the loan of its otherwise

upem ployed capital.

UREENWICH LODGE, SO. 040, I. O. 0. F.

This lodge was instituted July C, 187'i, with the

following charter members: J. M. Maynard, William

Jackson, L. M. Palmer, Eugene Pennington, M. A.

Palmer, J. A. Frost, James Skain, G. T. Cupit, T.

C. Adums, C. R. Barber ami A. S. Gilson. The fol-

lowing officers were elected for the first term: William

Jackson, N. G. ; L. M. Palmer. V. G.; T. C. Adams,
R. S.; J. A. Frost, P. S.; M. B. Lee, treasurer. The
present officers are as follows: M. B. Lee, X. G. ; N.

O. Griphy, V. G.; E. S. Pennington, R. S.; H. N.

King, P. S. : I* M. Palmer, treasurer.

CEMETERIES.

There, are, including private burial lots, at least

twenty places for the burial of the dead in the town-

ship. The first ground set apart for a cemetery was

in lot twenty-four, section four, in land owned by H.
G, Mead. Vamey Pearce. acting as his agent, allowed

the establishment of a cemetery at this location about

the year 1824; but when Mead came to the township

sometime after he denied the privilege. At a later

date Joseph Washburne granted a piece of ground
near his home in the northeast part of the township.

James Kniffin donated the land now included in the

Friends' cemetery. The only burial place of which

the township has control is in a piece of land near the

center of lot twenty-two, first section, now owned by

M. M. Burgess, but in the possession of Thaddeus
Kanchcr at the time it was set apart for the purpose

of a cemetery.

POSTAL M M l BUS.

The first mail was carried through the township in

1829, and for three years thereafter, by Robert In-cho,

of New Haven. He went once a week between New
Haven village ami Medina county, upon horseback.

The first poet office was established at the center, and

Benjamin Kniffin was the first man who held the

commission of postmaster. He was succeeded by

Rnfus Sheldon. About the time that the Cleveland,

Columbus, Cincinnati and Indianapolis railroad was

constructed, a post office was established at the station

and, in fact, was kept in the railroad building for

some time, Hiram Townsend being postmaster. He
was succeeded by John Barnes, in whose charge and

that of George Stedwell, the office remained nearly

all the time until William B. Haviland, the present

postmaster, was commissioned.

ROADS.

But little was done in road-making in this township,

which now has from fifty-five to sixty miles of road-

way, until 1820. The north and south center road

was the first laid out. The line was established in

182(> but only a small portion of it had been chopped

and cleared half a dozen years later. The east and

west center road was the second one laid out. It was

surveyed and opened through the county. What is

known as the '"angling road" was ordered to be laid

out in answer to the petition of Ephraim Barker and

others in 1828 or 1829.

VILLAGE OF GREENWICH STATION.

Greenwich Station is the only village in the town-

ship. It is located upon the Cleveland, Columbus,

Cincinnati and Indianapolis railroad, about one mile

from the west town line, ami upon the east and west

center road. It would undoubtedly have become a

large village by this time had it not been for the pe-

culiar repugnance that the principal land owner, Hi-

ram Townsend, had toward any improvement which

would have stimulated growth. The village has had

almost its entire growth since 1874, and has in that

time increased from a small cluster of houses to a

village of about five hundred population. As it is

surrounded by a rich country and has within its limits

the elements of enterprise, it is probable that it will

achieve in the near future ipiite an importance as a

trading place and bocome a good sized borough.

Greenwich Station was incorporated in February,

1879. It has at present three hotels. The Seydel

House, the first one built in the place, is the principal

one, and now kept by Samuel Seydel. who has been

its landlord for two years, and a resident in the neigh-

borhood all his life. The Thompson House is kept

by T. Thompson, and the Union House, kept by An-
drew Thompson. Richard Culver erected a ware-

house and elevator at the station, which is at present

and has !>een for the past twelve years, managed
by John W. Richardson, who docs a large business in

handling grain. Greenwich is also one ..f the leading

places for the shipment of cattle on the Cleveland,

Columbus, Cincinnati and Indianapolis railroad, and
large numbers are handled here every year. Follow-

ing arc the firms and individuals engajred in mercan.
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tile business and the trades at this writing—April.

1S;9:

Dry Qoom, Omocmic* asd Oh-stiv PaoorcK. -W A Ho«*lt-r.

t>«Y (room ALONE.—J S. Arnold.

Pbtuh.— Dr. A. W. Biutch.

OROcemca. K. B, Nickrmm, also <I<-«l<-r In dmirs

Hakpwarc. Stotes. *c—Milo B. Le«.

Boots, Shock AXUCumusu,—J B. Healy
CoMrCI-TtllKKIIT AND l IOAR»-E. J Howell
HAJUfBM.-WU.Um WrU«.
Frb.h an u Saltio Mcats-W. a Ball

Mjuj.mcry.-MIm .Vilnius, Mrs J. Hinra. Mra. Sherbam-
BLAC««)irrni!fo.-A. Evrett. Aranson Kulffin. Ueorg-e Abbott

Waoox Maxinu.-H. Firry, H Brown

THE MA SI- FACT I KIX<i INTERESTS'

of the township are slight. The principal flouring

mill is located in the village, aud was built in lS7'i.

by Ira Case, being the lirst in the township since the

old Washburne mill. He sold it to John Kincel. and

he to David Harvey, who is the present owner, though

Mr. Case is srtll in charge, as practical miller. There

is a small flouring mill in the southeast part of the

township, in what is known as Ninevah. There are

three saw mills. One is owned bj David Harvey,

and is run in connection with his grist mill. The
other two are both, also, located in the village, and

are owned respectively by Bunks i Kniflin and Jacob

Helmkee.

Biographical Sketches.

HENRY G. WASHBURN

is one of that das- of men whose biography is a type

of the history of the community in which he has lived,

and an illustration of the sturdy, thorough-going

manner of life that the early settlers led—a man who

has attained to his present position of honor aud in-

dependence through his own hard labor, and a con-

scientious following of the highest dictates of moral-

ity. He began life with two great elements of suc-

cess—a good name aud the willingness to work.

These, and the happy, healthful condition of mind

which naturally attends the other qualities, were his

only advantages.

In order that he should 1*? properly represented,

we shall follow the genealogy of the family from the

fust known down to the pre-ent representatives. The
grandfather of the subject of this sketch, James

Washburn, of Westchester county, New York, was

born in 1T00, and removed to Ulster county in 18o.j.

His wife. Judah Griffin, was born in 1 TUT. Their

children with the date- of their birth were as follows:

Walter, IT'JO: Phebc, K'Jl; Joseph. V.'Jl: Hannah.

175HJ: Robert, littt?; Henry, 18(K>; Betsey, 1804; Ro-

sanuah, 18O0: Sally Ann, l8"S. All of these children,

except Henry who died at the age of four years, grew

up to be men ami women. Only two arc now living:

I) ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

Rosannah (Mrs. Robert Golden), resident in New
London township, and Sally Ann (Mrs. M. Deiiman),

of Springlield, Ohio. Walter Washburn, the father

of Henry (.}., removed with his parents to Greeu field.

Ulster county. New York, when at an early age, and

in November. l.So'J, took in marriage Nellie Van Ben-

schooten. The offspring of this union were: Julia

Ann. born, 1811, (now Mrs, D. Carpenter in Miss-

ouri): Henry G., born. 1813: I^utisa R. (Mrs. C. Ben-

jamin, of .Sandusky), 1810: John (now in Missouri).

1819; Hannah Jane (deceased), 1899, and Maria,

1824. Walter Washburn's wife died in 1823. at the

age of forty-three years, and her remains were buried

in the Wawasink (Ulster county) burying grounds.

Walter Washburn married Mrs. Polly Van Ben.

schooten, iff Hendrickson, as his second wife.

Their children were: Charlana. born 1831; Rosannah.

1833; Joseph Nelson, 183,i: Harriet Helen. 1838; Gil-

bert Eugene, 1840; Mary Elizabeth, 1844; Judah
Ann, 1847, and Susan Emeline. 18j»i. Walter Wash-

burn came to Ohio in 1833, bringing his wife and

seven children and his mother. The journey was by

the water route, and was pleasant, but without marked
event. The family arrived at Huron some time in

May. and immediately went to Fitchvillo where Mr.

Washburn's brother, Joseph, had settled in the year

18-><». Mr. Washburn spent upon his farm in that

township the rest of his days, dying May 21. 1805, at

the aire of seventy-five years, loved and respected by

all. He was a quiet, unassuming man who took no

part iu politics or public affairs, though he ever had

an interest in the accomplishment of those results

liest for the community and the world at large. He
was a man of refined and rigid morals, but though of

religious nature and feeling, wusat no time connected

with any church. His preference was for the Quaker
Church, or Society of Friends, and his life was prac-

tically conformed to their faith.

Henry G. Washburn came to Fitchvillo in 183<>.

three year- before his father, and remained there two
years, working for his Uncle Joseph, at all kinds of

labor that the early settlers found to perform. It

was here that he grew into the habits of industrv and

energetic action, which he baa ever since retained,

anil which have made him the successful farmer and
good citizen that he is. He worked hard, spent

nothing, and the result was. that he was able, with

his two years' earnings, to pay for a hundred acres

of land, where he now live-, upon the Ripley township

line. That purchase was the beginning in the accu-

mulation «>f a large property. The land first pur-

chased at a cost of two dollars per acre, was the

nucleus of a large farm, and the humble beginning

mode there, led to a most pro-jierotts life. The
young man. after securing this one bundled acres of

land by two years hard work, -pent several more in

preparing it for cultivation. He cleared away the

heavy timber, got the ground into good condition for

Ix-aring crops, and built the log house, to which.

I several years later, he brought his bride. He mar-
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ried, in 1842, Ann Maria, daughter of Daniel and

Rebecca Van Benschooten, of Berlin township, Erie

county, who is still his helpmate. Four children

have been born to this pair, viz: 1>. S., born April 8,

1843, now a prominent resident of Ripley township:

S. Minerva, born March L3, 18-45, who died at the

age of nineteen jean; Alice E., horn December 14,

I84'.t. now; and Jav. a resident, at present, of Fitch-

ville, born April 14, 1852.

D. S. Washburn married. January 24, 1867, Sarah

J. Macomber. They have throe children, viz: Anna
Maud, born September 24, 18G8; Earnest Linton,

born August 1, 1870; aud Inez, August, 1, 1871.

Alice E. Washburn married. July 10, 1878, W. E.

Cask in.

Jay Washburn married, June 20, 1873, Mary E.

Brady. They have one child. Howard W., born

August 11, 1874.

Henry fi. Washburn is kuown as one of the substan-

tial men and most worthy citizens of Greenwich, aud

is universally resjieeted fur the sterling qualities he

possesses. He is known to be the friend of all good

works, and while being of a too retiring nature to

take active part in public matters, has a lively in-

terest in all matters pertaining to the interests of the

people, either locally or in a general way, and is un-

usually well informed upon all current issues. He
hits always been a hard worker—one of that class

which scorns to have l>ocn especially adapted to the

stern, severe task of reclaiming the wilderness and

bringing it into the prosperous condition of the

Western Reserve of to-day. Moral example, as well

as material labor, has contributed to the creation of

the pieseut prosperity aud social well being of our

comparatively now northern Ohio settlements, and

through this means, as through the other, Mr. Wash-

burn has brought to bear, as one among many, his

proportion of influence aud force.

WILLIAM BENSON ELLIS,

a son of Clark and Thursa Ellis, was born in Pompey,

Onondaga county, New York, October 7, 1819. He

made a brief visit to Huron county, for the first time,

in 1840, but returned to New York and remained

there until the following season, when he removed to

Greenwich township, where he has since resided. He
had but two hundred and sixty dollars, money that

he had earned, and yet he succeeded, after being iu

the township two years, in accumulating enough

money, in addition to what he brought with him, to

purchase fifty-five acres of land. He cleared and

fenced about thirty acres, and built upon it a log

bouse. Having thus provided himself with a home,

he was ready for a wife, and he procured one in the

person 'of Mrs. Esther Rickard. who was born in

Trumbull county, Ohio. The date of their marriag

was April 17, 1S43. There have been born to them
seven children, viz. : George Washington, born Decem-

ber 14. 1843; Eliza Ann, July 10, 1845; Julia Arestu,

May 3, 1847,—died March 20, 1867; Irvin Henry,

September 30, 1852; Ira Benson, April 1, 185(3; Lillie,

September 18. 1858; Emma Adelaide, June 23, 1805.

The three sons and oldest daughter are married, and

live near the old homestead. Mr. Ellis has bought

from four to five hundred acres of land, and now man-

ages about two hundred, having given the remainder

to his children. His present residence was built in

1850.

In politics Mr. Ellis is. and has always, beeu a

democrat. He cast his first vote for Martin Van
Buren, and has ever siuce taken an active interest iu

the affairs of the country, aud, though he has never

sought or held office, believes it to be the duty of

every citizen to exercise his right of suffrage, and to

do so intelligently. He has alwas been a hard-work-

ing, industrious man, and his success has been due to

no cause but his own efforts and judicious eeouomy.

JOHN ELLIS,

a sou of the same parents as William Benson Ellis,

I

was bom in Onondaga county. New York, August

18, 181'). and after he was twelve years of age worked

out by the mouth, at three dollars per mouth, until

he was nineteen, when he commenced to learn the

carpenter trade. He afterward followed this calling

|

until 1830, when he removed to Ohio, and settled iu

Greenwich township, upon a farm of fifty acres, which

he had purchased the year before, in partnership with

his brother George, of his uncle Ellis, at the rate of

five dollars per acre. The same land is now in pos-

session of his son. Sidney II.

Mr. Ellis was married about two years after com-

ing into Ohio, to Miss Rachel, daughter of Henry

Rickert. born in Trumbull county. Ohio, and of

this union, eight children were born—four boys and

four girls, of whom seven are still living, and all

resident within a radius of three miles from the old

homestead. The names of these descendants are: S.

IL, T. B.j J. R., Martin, C. L., Lina and S. C.

Hiram died wheu four years, eleven months and

fifteen days old.

Mr. John Ellis has been long and favorably known

in Greenwich, has held various offices of trust, and

has carried on extensively ami successfully the busi-

ness of farming. To his little farm of fifty acre-, he

has added from time to time, through the avails of

hard labor and judicious management, enough to

make the total acreage of his land over five hundred

and fifty acres. This large property, which In-

I industry and enterprise have acquired, he has divided

! among his children, except two bandied acres, which
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he manages and keeps in good shape, at the age of

sixtv-three.
if

Portraits of Mr. and Mi's. Ellis, anil a view of their

old home, appear upon another page of this history,

as a deserved memorial of two most estimable persons.

JOSEPH SUTTON.

Joseph Sutton, the father of the gentleman whose

name api»ears at the head of this sketch, was horn

July 8, 1790, in Westchester county. New York, and

emigrated with his parents to Seneca connty when
quite a young boy. He married. November 17, 1811,

Gabbrina Gillispie, who was born in Tompkins county,

October 20, 1790. She died November 12. 1827.

They had nine children, Joseph being the sixth in

order of birth. He was born in 1821, upon the 7th

of April; and moved with his father to Jackson

county, Michigan, in 1832. Joseph Sutton, Sr., died

there in 183fi. and young Joseph, with two brothers

and one sister, came to Ohio. They arrived in Green-

wich township July 19, 1830. Joseph lived one year

with his uncle, Henry Sutton, and worked upon his

farm by the month. He continued working for

wages, and for various persons, for seven years. He

was economical as well as industrious, and in 184.5 he

had become able to purchase, and pay for. one hun-

dred and eighty acres of land. Later, by a continu-

ance of the same thrifty habits that gave him his

favorable start, he added enough to his possession to

make him the owner of over three hundred acres of

land. His principal occupation has always been farm-

ing, and he is regarded as one of the most enterpris-

ing of his class in Greenwich. He has, for fourteen

years, been assessor of persoual property, and has

held other offices of trust. He was captain of a com-

pany of colored soldiers, in the one hundred and

I
sixty-sixth regiment, Ohio infantry, and also of a

company of home guards.

The family with which Mr. Sutton connected him-

self, by marriage, was that of Neser Sutherland, one

of the early settlers of Ruggles township, who was

born in Westchester county. New York. August 14.

1786, and who died December 29, 1848. His wife's

name was Phebe. She was born October 11, 1789,

i and died October 23, 1854. Amy, one of the seven

children of this couple, bom July 2, 1824, was mar-

j

ried to Joseph Sutton October 30, 1843, and is still

living with him. They have four children, three sons

and one daughter, viz: Ambrose Guy, natlie G.,

William Neser and John J., all of whom, except the

eldest, located in Kansas, are living with their father

i and mother.
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FAIRFIELD.

None, save thou© who can look buck in their own
lives to the days when they made a settlement in the

forest of a new country, can have anything like an

adequate appreciation of the toilsome labor, privation,

danger and last, but not least, the deep sense of isola-

tion that the pioneers of the Western Reserve ex-

perienced. There was a great deal to be done, ami

very little to do it with. Food was scarce, and some-

times it was difficult to obtain a sufficient amount to

alleviate hunger. It is said that some of the early

settlers followed the cows around, and selected leaves

and plants that they ate. for greens, knowing that the

instinct of the animals would lead them to avoid any

thing of a poisonous nature. The pioneers of Fair-

field were obliged to make a five days* trip to Cold

Creek, Margaret ta township, to get their milling

done. There was but little money in the country,

and but little to buy even had money been plenty.

Nearly all manufac tured implements brought a very

high price, and the settlers often managed to do the

work of clearing and tilling the soil, with the tools

which their descendants would not think of using.

Notwithstanding the hard life they led, the severe

toil that was necessary to procure even the commonest
conveniences of existence the pioneers were happy

upon their frugal fare, and healthful.—physically and

morally. They jwssed minor difficulties without

noticing them, and met and overcame the more for-

midable ones bravely. The first few pioneers lent

willing aid to those who came after them, aud thus

the severity of the settlers* experience was moderated

by degrees until the community had attained a fair

growth, and the advantages of civilization had been

secured.

ORIC.INAI. OWNERS.

For an explanation of the following table the reader

is referred to the history of Waketnan township:
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THE FIKsT SETTLEK A WOMAN.

The first c learing in the township was made by a

widow woman, of foreign birth, named Sample, and

the hoys in her family of nine children—John, Martha,

Betsey, James, William, Anna, Samuel, Nancy and

David. They came from Newark. Licking county,

Ohio, in the year 181<*>, and settled on lot thirty-six,

in the third section. The widow was a woman of

very remarkable ability, and of strong constitution.

The family was very poor, and Mrs. Sample and her

boys and girls were compelled to live in a manner

which many people would consider impossible. It is

related, upon the best of authority, that the Imivs

went bare-footed all of one winter, while they were

Chopping timber and extending the clearing in which

their rude cabin stood. They heated large chips by

[
the tire, and carrying them to the place where they

I were intending to fell a tree, stood upon them until

(351)
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they grew cold, and then heated them again and

again, until their day's work m dune. Day after

day thev labored under this disadvantage, which less

hardy people would regard as insurmountable. The
mother of these hoys was their e<pial, if not superior,

fn energy and spirit, and was ingenious as well. She

out-reaped a man in the grain Held in 1817, and

clothed her family in cloth which she wove from the

silk of wild nettles. Mrs. Sample married Jacob Rush,

who died soon after. Her daughter Martha, married

Amos Harkness. The mother removed to the west,

ami lived to be nearly a hundred years old.

Jane Harkness, one of the children of Amos and

Martha (Sample), married John Parrott, of Ripley.

She is the only one of the descendants of the Sample

family in the vicinity.

EARLY SETTLKKS.

Jacob Rush came iu the year 181*>, or early in

1817, and settled upon lot thirty-three, in section

three. He married the widow Sample. Rush was a

native of Pennsylvania.

Eliphalet \V. Day and his wife, Abigail Moffitt,

came in the spring of 181 7. and took up land iu lots

two and eleven, section three. They were from

Cayuga county, New York. A brother, Asa Day,

cr.me at the same time, but soon returned to New
York State. The children who came with them were

I. )\ila (who married a man by the name of Shipper,

and is now dead), Laura (Mrs. Samuel B. Turner,

also dead), Joel (in Wisconsin), Hosea (in Missouri),

Isaac (in New Haven township), and Abigail (Mrs.

C. C. Parsons, of Hartland). Those bom after re-

moval to Fairfield were John M. (dead). W. Q. H.

(in Indiana), Wilson (in Hartland), and B. T., who
resides upon the old homestead. Eliphalet \V. Day
was a blacksmith by trade, and the first in the town-

ship. He had a large share in the work of improving

the township and advancing the interests of its peo-

ple. He died in 1S4'5. having survived his wife twelve

years.

Amos Harkness, of Pennsylvania, settled, in 1817.

upon lot fourteen, section three.

Spencer Baker and his wife, Betsey Foote, came

from Onondaga county New York, in 1819. being

twenty-three days upon the road. They had -even

children, two of whom dud when quite young.

Tho>e who arrived at age were Lvdia, Lurintha,

Loro. Lucinda and Lewis. They took up land on

lot twentv-three, section three. William Kaker, a

brother, cnnie at the same time, bringing his wife,

Leah Da^is. He settled on lot one. section three, in

the northwest t urner of the township. They hail no

children. Five other brother* came within the next

few y.-ais—Samson. George, Sylvester. Jefferson J. and

Ahijah. Jefferson had married Samantha Adam-.

He local upon lot ten. -ectioii three, George's

wife was Mana Jfuffttt. He took land in lot twelve,

sect urn three. Saiu-on in lot t ..im-even, nnd Abijah

in lot thirty-eitfht, same section.

Phillip Moffitt, a native of Connecticut, but for

several years a resident of Onondaga county, came in

1 early in 1819, with his wife, Hannah Baker, taking

I

up land in lot fourteen, section three. After living

in Fairfield fifteen years, they removed to Crawford

county,

Aaron Smith moved to Fairfield in 1820, bought

Spencer Baker's farm, in lot twenty-three, section

three, and lived there for thirty-live years. He died

in 1855, and his wife in 1851. A dnughter, the wife

of Frederick Parrott, lives upon the old homestead.

Havilah Smith, a cousin of the above, of Cayuga

county, New York, came with his wife, Sally Har-

wood, in 1822, and settled on lot twenty-two, section

three. After making some improvements under great

disadvantages, he sold out to Reuben M. Cherry, for

one hundred dollars, and removed to the eastern jiart

of the township where he bought land of Joseph

Crawford. He cleared up this farm, and sold it to

Israel P. Weeks, and then bought a little north of the

center of the township, upon the old State road, lot

thirty-one and a part of lot thirty. Beginning with

nothing he became eventually one of the richest

farmers in the township. His children who arrived

at age, were: Joseph, Walter, Harriet, Lucy and

Matilda.

John Cherry and Permelia Adams, his wife, of Setn-

pronius, New York, came into Fairfield in 1821.

They moved with an ox team, brought a drove of a

dozen or more cows, a number of sheep, etc. They

located on lot thirty-five, in section three. Mr. Cherry

was one of the hardest workers among the pioneers.

I

He had four children whose names were: Phebe Mi-

i nerva, John, William Adams, ami Emma Cemantha.

Two brothers of John Cherry, William and Reuben

M., the former born in Elizabethtowu, New Jersey,

and the latter in Cayuga county. New York, be-

! came residents of Fairfield soon after the arrival of

i John.

Reuben M., and his wife, Berilla Snow, came in

1823, and bought out Havilah Smith, on lot twenty-

two, section three. They had four children: Eunice

(afterward Mrs. C. Tayton, of Wo >J county, Ohio);

Udolpha (Mrs. T. F. Hildreth, of Sandusky); Lu-

cinda (Mrs. J. Mitchell) and Eugene. .Mr. Cherry

died in 1856, and his widow is still living, at this

writing.

William Cherry and wife, Hannah Foote. came into

the township in June. 1825, and settled on lots twenty-

seven and twenty-eight, section three. Their children

were: Adaline (Mrs. Homer Austin); Milton, and

Byron. Mr. Cherry died in 18.19. Before coining

to Ohio, William Cherry spent some time in teaching

school, and at one time had as a pupil Millard Fillmore,

afterwards President of the I'nitedStates. Later iu

life he corresponded with Mr. Fillmore, and once en-

tertained him at his house in Fairfield.

Jeremiah Kmg-hury and his wife. Ellen Penfield,

of Onondaga county. New York, settled in 1*21,

Upon lot sixteen, section three.
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Eleazer Jones anil his wife, Maria Keith, settled in

the same year, or the one following, upon lot thirty-

lour.

The Crawfords—.John, Joseph and James, came in

about this time, but did uot remain long.

Samuel Footc. of Cayuga county. New York, came
to Fairfield in February, 1819, in company with

•Spencer Baker and Philip Moffitt. He returned to

New York State, and brought his family to the home
he had provided for them, in 1822. He took up lot

nine, section three. The family consisted of eight

children: Delia, Franklin, Hevceilia, Maria, Henry,

Ramus, Alma and Lyndon.

Hosea Shippy, of Semprouius, New York, was one

of the early settlers, but did not long remain in the

township. A man by the name of Irwin came in,

and lived for a short time at Hoyt's Corners.

Hansom B. Ellsworth, a native of Vermont, and his

wife, Eliza Prentiss, of Onondaga county, Xew York,

came to Fairfield in 1821, settling on lot thirty-three,

section three. Mr. Ellsworth soon sold out, and re-

moved to Peru where he is living at this writing.

Col. William Greenfield was one of the most prom-

inent of the early comers, and one of the most enter-

prising. He arrived in June, 1822, with his wife,

Cole, of Onondaga county, New York, and took

up land in lots three, four and live, section four. He
did much to improve the condition of the community,

and was unsparing in efforts to advance the interests

of the township. He died about 18.V>.

About the same time that Ellsworth and Greenfield

lieeame residents of the township, several others

entered the settlement. John Dimmitt, a native of

Virginia, settled upon lot twenty-six in section three.

He was married to Angelina Hinkley. Clark Berry

and his brother, Spencer, of Onondaga county, New-

York, arrived in 1823, and the former settled upon

lot twenty-six, section two. His children were: John

S., in Greenwich: Jefferson, Danford W., and Clark

Wheaton, dead; Channcey, in New London, and

Celia (Mrs. N. K. Carpenter), in Michigan. Silas

Adams, the grandfather of Clark Berry, and his wife,

Sally Wheaton, came a year or so later, and located

upon lot sixteen in section three. Their children

were: Sally, Betsey, Prudence. Millie and Sninantha

(Mrs. J. Baker); all are dead, but the lastnamed.
Garduer Eldridge and his wife. Charity Bent ley,

came from Semprouius, Cayuga county, New York,

in 1822, and located upon lot twenty-one, in section

three. George, a brother of Gardner, came at the

same time.

Benjamin Lee, of Nilcs, Cayuga county. New York,

bought land—lot four, section three—in 1822, and

in the following year moved his family into Fairfield.

His wife's maiden name was Mary Warner Smith.

They raised a large family.

In 1824 quite a number of settlers arrived. Philo

B. Scott and Henry W. Brown, of New York State,

located upon adjoining lots—thirty-six and thirty-

seven, in section two. Jacob Huick. of Pennsylvania,

45

took up lot two, in the same section. Nathaniel

Burdick and his wife, Sallv Dotul, took up their

residence upon lot five, in section three. Peter Adams
and his wife, Esther Morev, were from Cayuga county.

New York. They took up lot twenty-one, section

three. A man, rejoicing in the highly-colored name
of Wright Blue, took up lot seven, in section four,

and after remaining five or six years, went further

west.

Asa and Orson Carjienter, of Xew York State,

arrived in 1825, and the former purchased land in lot

thirty-two, section two. John Carpenter also came
in at an early day.

During the yoar 1826, the settlement was largely

increased. Elijah Price, of Cayuga county, New
York, took up lot seventeen, section two. Samuel
Pentield, of Connecticut, came during this year,

and brought with him three sisters. He was the

first wagon-maker in the township. Nathan Tread-

well, also of Connecticut, came in the same year,

and married a sister of Samuel Penfield soon after.

He settled upon lot twenty-two, in section one.

Isaac De Witt, of Onondaga county, New York, took

up lot thirty-seven, in section four. His brothers

came at the same time, but soon moved away.

Walter Hoyt and Alvin Whitteu arrived in 1827.

Both were from Cayuga county. New York. The
first mentioned bought about five hundred acres of

land in the Whiting tract, northwest corner of the

fourth section. He married Caroline Benson, before

coining to Fairfield, and she dying, in 1838, he took

as his second wife Betsey Cole, of Cayuga county.

His children, by both wives, were: Ichahod, Elma,

Mercy, Bradley, Alma and Charles. Alvin Whit ten

married, in 1832, Leah Snow. They had four chil-

dren: Corodon, Berrilla, Emma, and another, who
died young. Mr. Whitteu was seriously hurt by the

discharge of a gun on the 4th of July, 1839.

Selden Jones, a New York man, came about this

time, but moved into Hipley after a short residence

in the township.

Walter Branch arrived in 1828. He was born in

Delaware county, New York, and had lived in Tarious

localities in that State. When he came into Fairfield

he purchased lots forty and forty-one, in section three.

He represented Huron county in the legislature in

the session of 1838-9, and was the first postmaster in

Fairfield. He was married in 1831 to Mary, daughter

of Abijah Benson, then of New York State, afterward

a resident of Fairfield. She was the mother of six

children— Walter, Vine, Prudence, Augustus. Marv
and Louisa. The first three died young. .Mrs.

Branch died in 1843, and Captain Branch (he ob-

tained the title in the war of 1812 (married Philo

Dexter, by whom he had several children.

Henry Randall came to Fairfield previous to 1827.

Ho was killed at a barn raising in 1828. Henry W.
Brown came about"! his time, and located east of the

center.

The rapid increase in the size of the settlement be-
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gan about 1830. Christopher Irwin came from Vir- I

ginia, and .settled niton lot thirty, section three. He
married a sister of Elijah Price. Eliah Price and his

brother, William, cume soon after. They were from

Cayuga county. New York. Elijah settled upon lot

thirteen, section two, and his brother soon removed

to Clyde. Chauneev Tttttle, of Onondaga county,

New York, settled upon lot sixteen, section four.

Timothy West', of Cayuga county, and his sons,

George R., William and Sexton I>., came into the

county early in 1831. and took up their residence

npoil lot twenty-one. section four. Ebenezer Foote,

the father of Samuel Foote, came and brought his

family in 1832. His wife's name was Lydia (rage,

and his children were: Betsey. Daniel. Ramus, Abi-

gail, Rhoda. Sylvia, Marcus and Luke, twins. Alma.

Electa (afterward- Mrs. S. Adams). Verona (Mrs D.

.Johnson) and Ebenezer. Sherwood Wakemau. of

Tompkins county, settled upon lot seventeen, section

one. His father, John, and three other sons, Wm.
H., Bradley ami Eli. came with him at the same time.

Benjamin Hildreth, from the same county, settled

upon lot fourteen also, in section one. H. L Moul-

toii. a native of Connecticut, but for some time a

resident of New York, took up lot three, section -four.

David Johnson came at the same time as the Foote

family, and settled upon lot twenty-two, section four.

His wife, at that time, was Sylvia Foote. He after-

ward married Verona. Johnson was from Cayuga

county. Joseph K. Owen and his wife, Elizabeth, of

Orange county. New York, took up lot thirteen, sec-

tion one. in 1834. Walter Holmes settled upon lots

eighteen and nineteen, in section four. James Hop-

kins and his wife, Sarah Jane Owen, of Tompkins
county, New York, took up lots seventeen and twenty,

section four. Klisha Savage came in at the same

time. The Rev. Wm. C. Huestis and his wife, Han-

nah Owen, of Perry, Wyoming county, New York,

came during the same year. Their land was in lots

twenty-one and eight, section one. J. W. is now in

Fairfield, and another son. William, in Indiana.

Reuben Burra.* and his father-in-law, Pcleg Standish,

came at this time. Wm. Bowen, of Cayuga county,

brought in a large family, and took up his residence

upon lots twenty-two and twenty-three, section four.

Isaac Godfrey, of Onondaga county, bought some

property of Colonel Oreentield, at Steam Corners.

Solomon and .Margaret Davis and a son, James, set-

tled at the center. They were
-

from Onondaga county.

L. D. Allen, Es<p, of Ulysses, Tompkins county.

New York, came during this year. He married Mar-

garet, daughter of John DeBow. He has lieen justice

of the peace fm 1 twenty-seven years: has held the office

of township clerk, and was sheriff of Huron county in

lsi;4. Thomas Place came from the same county as

Squire Allen. He located upon lot thirty-nine, sec-

tion four. Hi- -on. T. W.. now lives in the town-

ship. John Barnes settled during this year. Israel

P. Weeks, also of Tompkins county, settled in 1833,

upon lot thirty-seven, section two. E. D. Tanner

took lot nine, section one. A. C. Taylor, of the same

county in New York, came during the same year as

the above, to North Fairfield. George Silliman, of

Connecticut, came in 1830. A. E. Smith, came in

the same year from New York State, and liought the

Jones farm. John DeBow, of Seneca county, came

in the spring of 183'), but soon after moved to Indi-

ana, where he died. Hawley S. Belden came in the

same year from Ontario county, New York. Abijah

Benson, of Onondaga county. New York, came in

1833. He was a soldier in the war of 1812, and held

a captain's commission.

Among those who came in at a later period, wc

mention William and Hannah Parrot t aud their son,

Frederick Parrott. natives of England, who took up

the farm in lots twenty- four and twenty-live, section

throe. Lyman Peck, of Herkimer county, who took

up lots forty-two and forty-three, section two. and

Davis Miller, who came in the same year from Wash-

ington county. New York. Peck married Merilda

Mead, a daughter of David Mead. Clinton McKel-

logg came in 1844.

HEAR MIXING KXTK AOltKlN A It Y.

When the settlement was new. bears, deer, wolves

and other animals were found in great abundance.

The bears made hunting something more than a diU

hfunii amusement : the deer afforded food for the

table and clothing for the hunters; the wolves were

simply an annoyance, and the minor animals lent

variety to the sport of hunting and to the larders of

the pioneers' houses. Several bears were killed in

the township. Wc narrate one instance, as it is

somewhat novel one, and although seemingly outside

of the realm of probability, if not of possibility, is

vouched for by those whose word is above suspicion of

unreliability. George Eldridge, w hile passing through

the woods, one day, in the northern part of the town-

ship, where the Jcnning's farm now is, saw, at a

little distanee. a full grown bear standing upon the

trunk of a large fallen tree. He raised his rirle, took

a steady aim and fired. The bear fell down behind

the tree, and Eldridge, not knowing whether he had

killed him or not, reloaded his gun. lie had no balls

ami so put in a beech slug. He had no sooner got

his gun in readiness for use, then he saw- the head of

bruin raised above the tree trunk. He fired, and the

animal dropped from sight. The hunter prudently

loaded a second time and as quickly as possible, for

in those days no man felt safe when in the woods un-

less provided for any emergency. After ramming
the second beech slug home, he waited a few seconds,

and was rewarded with a third shot, which, like the

former ones, apparently took effect. Again the U-ar

fell from the log. Reloading the rifle. Eldridge went

cautiously forward to see whether the three shots

fired had quite ended the animal's life, and on reach-

ing the tree trunk ami looking over it, was surpri-ed

to find three dead l>cars instead of one. He had sup.

pOttd, all of the time, that there was but one hour in
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the vicinity, that the first mid second shots bad only

slightly wounded him, and that he had each time,

after recovering his surprise, again elamered upon

the tree to recounoiter the enemy. The trio consisted

of a she bear and two cubs, more than half grown.

The old bear weighed four hundred pournds, and

her flesh furnished food for several families. This

bear killing episode was commonly looked upon as

something reflecting great credit upon Mr. Eldridge.

Re was a good marksman, but probably his success

in this instance dejiended as much upon "'good luck/'

or the kindness of fate, as upon his ability. Killing

three bears in a period of time measured by about as

many minutes, and with only three shots, two of

them with bits of wood in the place of leaden ball,

is a feat not often, if ever, equaled. The adventure

became, and wi» for a long time, the subject of much
wonder throughout the neighborhood.

A MIRDER TRIAL.

About the year 1825, there wa-s great excitement in

the community caused by the wide-spread suspicion

that a murder had been committed. A certain peri-

patetic philosopher named "Tug"' Carpenter, who
went from house to house through the settlement,

making and mending shoes, was missing. Search

was made, but he could not be found. He had been

making his home at the house of Wright Blue. Thus
far he could be traced, and no further. There were

some who believed that he had been foully dealt with

by Blue, and it was not long before the suspicion

grew stronger, as evil thoughts when cherished always

will. Finally Wright Blue was arrested and tried be-

fore Eleazer Jones for murner. The excitement of

the trial, however, was destined to be brought to a

speedy and pleasantly melo-draniatic close. While

the inquiry was progressing, "Tug," the innocent

cause of considerable anxiety, walked into the midst

of the little assemblage. Blue burst into tears upon

this sudden and complete clearing away of the dark-

cloud that had hung over him. but soon regained

composure and received the kindly congratulations of

his friends upon the happy ending of what had

threatened to be a very serious affair.

FOL'KTll OF JILY, 1822.

On the Fourth of July, 1822, about four hundred

'people from Norwalk, Greenfield, Monroe, Fitchville,

New Haven, Bronson and other townships, joined

with the residents of Fairfield in a very enjoyable

relebration. A liberty pole one hundred and five feet

long was raised, and the assemblage was addressed in

patriotic style by Dr. M. C. Saunders. The dinner

was cooked in a huge caldron kettle by Captain

Pliillip Moflitt. It consisted of venison, potatoes and

some other articles in small quantities stewed up to-

gether. Whortleberries, which grew in abundance,

was furnished for desert. Many life-long acquain-

tances and friendships were made between the pio-

neers, who gathered upon this occasion from nearly

all part* of the county. Since then there have been

larger and more ambitious celebrations in Fairfield,

but never one more enjoyable. The meeting was

held upon Eliphalet W. Day's farm.

FIRST EVENTS.

The child first born in the township was John, son

of Eliphalet W. and Abigail Day. He was born in

April. 1810. The first child born who lived to be

twenty-one years of age, was W. H. H., a son of the

same parents. He was born in 1820.

The first death was that of a child of Benjamin

Barker, in May, 1823. There were five other deaths

during the same year—Eleanor Eldridge, John Day

(the first born), another child from the same family,

a child of John and Permelia Cherry, and one of

Samuel and Eliza Foote.

The first marriage was that of Amos Harkness to

Maitha Sample, in 1817. The first couple married

by Squire Ellsworth, the first justice of the peace,

was Oliver Shippey and Hannah Bentlcy, in 1823.

The Bret law suit between Fairfield parties was

caused by the fact that Gardner Eldridge left some

syrup exposed in his sap bush, and that a certain ox,

the property of Amos Harkness, loving it not wisely

but too well, drank thereof to excess and died. The

case was settled by the defendant agreeing to chop

for the plaintiff four acres of timber. Kldridge being

in poor health, the witnesses relieved him from his

task and did the chopping themselves to the plain-

tiff's satisfaction.

The first log cabin was built by the Samples upon

lot thirty-six in section three. The first frame build-

ing was erected by Aaron Smith. It is still in use as

a corn-house upon the farm of Frederick Parrot t,

who lives, by the way, in a house built in 1830, and

in which his wife was born. The first framed hum
and house was built by Spencer Baker, about 1826.

The first brick houses were those of Havilah Smith

and L. T. Benson.

The first tavern was built about 1835, and is still

standing, a part of the Fairfield House. The first

landlord was Otis Thornton.

The first chopping was made where Frederick Par-

rot t's house stands.

ORGANIZATION.

Fairfield township was named after Fairfield, Con-

necticut. It was detatched from Bronson, and or-

ganized in 1823. the election being held at a school

house in the third section, and the following voters

taking part in the choice of officers: 1, Philip Moflitt;

2. William Baker: 3, George Baker; 4, Nathan Baker;

5, Spencer Baker; »j, William Sample; T. Isaac De
Witt: S. Aaron Smith: '.). John Crawford: 10. Joseph

Crawford: 11. Ransom B. Ellsworth: 12. Henry W.
Brown: 13. Philo B. Scott: 14, Eliphalet W. Day;

15, Amo> Harknos; 1C, John Sample: IT, Ira Bron-

son: 18, John De Witt: 10, Jacob Hush: 2o, Kleazer

!
Jones; 21, Gardner Eldridge; 22, John Cherry.
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Eliphalet W. Day was clerk of the election. Rati-

som B. Ellsworth was elected justice of the ]>eace;

Philip Moftitt, Spencer Baker and Hansom B. KIL-

worth, trustees; Eleazer Jones, clerk; Spencer Baker,

constable.

The township officers elected in 1878, are as fol-

lows: Wilbur Huson, clerk: Leonard Car]>enter, P.

L. Mitchell, T. W. Place, trustees; J. G. Gates,

assessor; David Johnson. treasurer; L. D. Allen, J. G.

Oates, justices of the peace; M. A. Tattle, John
Snyder, Jr., constables; B. T. Day, Edgar Burrows,

Samuel L. Harvey, J. Q. Woodworth, Isniah Cline,

C. McKellogg. II. II. McKihben, W. R. Smith. Em-
met Hinkley, school board.

HHYSICIAL FEATl REs.

The surface of the township is quite level, except !

in the northwest portion where there are ridges and
|

curiously formed hills. The soil throughout is rich,

and there is no waste land. The whole township was

originally covered with an unusually heavy growth of

timber—maple, beech, whitewood and black walnut,

the last two varieties being found in great quantity.

Black walnut was so common that it was used in

large quautity for fence mils by the earliest >ettlers.

Many of these old rails have since been worked up

into furniture and house finishing material. The
principal stream in the township is a tributary of the

Huron river, and tiows westward through sections

one ami four, thence northward through section three

into Bronson. Fords creek runs through the south-

west corner of the township, and empties into the

Huron river in Greenfield township. There is a

sandstone formation underlying the whole township,

and it occasionally crops out iu such a manner as to

l>e available for use. There are stone quarries in the

fir.-t, second and third sections, but none of them are

w orked upon an extensive scale.

I'pou the farm of Clark Berry there is a salt well.

Some of the early settlers took water from a spring

at this place, and boiled it down, securing a ran]]

quanity of salt. The Grover> afterward bored a well

here, but lost their drill in the hole, and abandoned

the enterprise.

HOADS.

The center road, north aud south, was, as originally

cut through the forest, the Harrison road. It was

made by the General's troops, and subsequently was

straightened and improved. In 1820, when the new I

Mate road was laid out eleven miles through Fairfield I

and portions of Ripley and Bronson, the residents of

this towaiship gave material a«si«tance to the enter-
i

prise. Benjamin Lee, Jonathan Kin»-hury, K. M.

Cherry, William Cherry, Silas Adam-, Eleazer .Tone-.

SatiiMUt Baker. William Greenfield, (lark Berry and

Samuel Footc. gave their services. The road cost one

hundred dollars per mile. The west, or ridge rood,

was laid out at an early day.

CHURCHES.

METHODIST Eftscoi'AL fill l« It.

The earliest religious organization iu Fairfield was

a Methodist class, formed in 1828. It had less than

half a dozen members. From this small beginning

has grown, by a steady but slow advancement, a

strong church, numbering, in 1 8T!>. one hundred ami

and rive niemliers. At one time every professor of

religion in the town was a member of this church.

Its old members were untiring in their exertions to

increase the strength of the society, and those whom
they brought into the church, maintained the same

high standard of zealous activity. A house of worship

was built, which cost one thousand six hundred

dollars. Many revivals have been had, and the

Christian spirit of the church has never been suffered

to abate. The present organization is as follows :

Rev. E. J. V. Boothe, Rev. H. B. Palmer, Rev. J. T.

Kellatn. superannuated, ministers; Theodore Bough-

ton. J. H. Corliss. C. II. Chapman, Amos Curtis-;,

J. W. Felton and Hiram Tookcr, class leaders; C. II.

Chapman, Theodore Boughton and W. H. Pinckney,

stewards; M. M. Hester, recording steward ; A. C.

Taylor, Oliver Gaining. Jonathan Hetistis, E. K.

Cherry. C. H. Chapman, Theodore Boughton. J. II.

Curtis., trustees: O. L. Calvin, Sunday school super-

intendent. The house of worship of this society was

built in 1844.

THE BAPTIST CHl'BCS

was organized January 1, 1832. Upon that day there

assembled at Samuel Foote's, the following persons,

who became the constituent members of the church:

Henry Terry, Jacob Hicks, Frederick Hicks. William

Baker. Selden Jones, George T. Foote. Eben Guthrie,

Samuel Foote. Epanetus Starr. Jeremiah Kingsbury,

Sally King.bury, Koxanna Terry. Lois Hoyt. Kel>ecca

Jones, Eliza Hicks. Rachel Hicks. Elizabeth Sum-

merlain. Ceinantha Baker. Sally Berdick. Eliza Foote.

Huldah Starr. Avis Beam, Leah Baker, Esther Foote

and Mrs. I^ovell—twenty-five in all. Soon after its

organization, the church was divided, a number of its

member! living in Bronson. and desiring to form a

church of their own in that township. A conference

was also formed at New Haven, which withdrew

some from the Fairfield church. Notwithstanding

these adverse circumstances, the church, after an ex-

istence of twenty-five years, had a meml»ership of two

hundred ami forty persons. About 18(J0, the church

began to decline and sufferred the loss of many mem*
ben A good church edifice was built upon a valuable

lot, and kept in excellent repair. The church has

alw ay* been characterized for its liberality and has

probably spent more money for its own expeii-e- and

for charity, than any other in the town. It has now.

one hundred and seventy-six mcmt>ers. Its pastor i*

Rev. T. J. Siegfried. B. H. Hinkley. R. Whitney,

deacon*: Mi-s Hat tie Brown, Sunday school super-

intendent; A. D. Stotts. P. L. Mitchell, R. McDun-
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aid, E. Taylor, E. Price, trustees ; R. Whitney,

clerk; C. Taylor, assistant; P. L. Mitchell, treasurer.

The present church edifice was built in 1839 and

1840.

CONUREOATIOXAL CHURCH.

Ttrifl church was organized February 23, 1841. by

. Rev. E. P. Salmon. A meeting was held at Abijah

Benson's, upon that day, and the following persons,

in attendance, were the original members of the

church: Abijnh Benson, Freelove Bensou. Jonathan

Fessenden, Clarissa Fessenden and Phebe W. West.

Others were received soon after the organization, and

the church had a vigorous growth. A church was

erected in 1849, or the following year. The church

has now seventy-five resident members. Rev. J. G.

Aikman is pastor. Following are the officer* of the

church and society: A. E. Smith, William Tilton,

deacons; T. W. Place, church clerk: .1. G. Oates,

society clerk; William Tilton, Charles H. Kimberly,

T. W. Place, J. S. Jennings, L. Conger, trustees;

C. Goodrich, superintendent of Sunday school.

THE DI8CIPLH rHl'Rcn

was organized May 20, 1854, Elder Henry Dixon

officiating. It started into being with twenty-eight

members, and after an existance of nearly twenty-five

years has a membership of one hundred and twenty-

seven. Rev. Henry Dixon was the first pastor. The
society erected a brick church in North Fairfield in

1857, the cost of which, including the furniture and

lot, was about two thousand five hundred dollars.

The present pastor is the Rev. II. N. Allen; D. II.

Reed, Isaiah Cline, elders; George Cliue, Thos. Leak.

W. H. Johnston, Charles Rose, P. C. Parker, dea-

cons; Edward Hopkins, clerk; P. C. Parker, treasu-

rer; D. II. Reed, Wm. H. Johnston, Jacob (uniting,

Isaiah Cline, trustees; George Seidel, Sunday school

superintendent.

SECOND ADVENT CHURCH,

The four churches hitherto spoken of are all in the

village of North Fairfield. The Second Advent

Church is a mile and a quarter east of the center

and a little distance north of the east and west center

road, upon lot thirty-seven, section two. Most of its

members live in that portion of the township, though

some are in adjoining towns. This church was or-

ganized iu June, 1855. The constituent members of

the Church of Christ in Fairfield and vicinity were

W. H. Wakeman, Esther Wakcman, Chauneev Tut-

tleand wife, James Davis and wife, William Goddcn

and Lueinda Godden, Joseph Barker and wife. Ste-

phen Treadwell and Catharine Treadwell. twelve in all.

The first minister of this church was Hev. John M.

Judson. Elder G. W. Stetson next had charge, and

he was followed by H. C. Smith, Luther C. Kerr and

E. E. Sergisson. The church edifice was built in

1807, when the church formed itself into a body cor-

porate with power to hold property. The building

cost about nine hundred dollars. Following are the

present officers of the church: L. Peck, Wm. Che-

ney, deacons; Wm. Cheney, John Harvey, Thomaa
Hiukley, trustees; David Harvey, treasurer; Johu

Harvey, clerk; L. Peck, T. Hinkley, Byron Cherry,

business committee.

SCHOOLS.

It is probable that .Jonas Leonard, a native of

Connecticut, who had settled iu Bronson, taught the

first school in Fairfield, about 1824. The school

house was in the northwest quarter, or third section.

The township is now well provided with district

schools, and the union schools of North Fairfield

afford higher instruction to those who desire it.

These schools were organized February 21, 1849, the

board of education then elected consisting of George

Silliman, S. W. Edwards, L. D. Allen, N. Burcli,

Walter Branch and Jacob (ianung. The main school

building was built in the year 1851, and cost, with

the lot upon which it stands, twelve hundred dollars.

Several years later, two wings were added, which

largely increased the capacity of the building. The
whole property is now valued at about three thousand

dollars. The fir*t superintendent, under the present

system, was P. Mead Benham. The other principals

of the school have been: D. R. Whitcomb, Mrs. Lucy

Oldfield, Mrs. Elizabeth Edwards. John Judson, A.

Williams, L. S. Thompson. W. Hayhurst. H. W.
Owen, Delilah Palmer. William Griffit'h, J. H. Packer,

William Griffith and J. A. Cobban. E. W. Coit,

the present incumbent, was placed in authority in

1877. Hi* assistants at the present time are Miss

I

Hattie Brown and Miss Flora Fairchild, teachers,

|

respectively, of the primary and intermediate depart-

I ments. The primary school has about fifty pupils;

the intermediate forty-five, and the high school forty.

PHYSICIANS.

The first physician who practiced iu Fairfield was

Dr. Moses Saunders, of Peru. The first resident

physician was Dr. J. N. Campbell. He was a regu-

larly and thoroughly educated medical man. He
came to the township in 1832. was received as a partner

by Dr. Saunders, and opened an office at the center.

The country was at that time a wilderness for miles

each way. A year later the doctor removed toGreen-

•fleld'a corners (North Fairfield). He continued in the

practice of his profession with great incceM. The
partnership existing between Dr. Saunders and hiiu-

>elf wa> dissolved in 1834, ami in the same year he

erected an office building which lie occupied until

1IS37. when it was burned. The doctor had. during

his long practice, many office students, who received

great benefit from his excellent education and exam-

ple. He was married in 1835 to Mis* Lcvanthia W.

Smith, and sometime after her decease married Jane

Smith (no relation to his first wife). His children

were D. N., Annabel) Joseph Read and Oscar Kent.

The eldest (D. N. ) now lives upon a farm of over
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a hundred acres, in lot twenty-three, section two.

Dr. Campbell, after a long, useful and blameless life,

died July 23, 1868.

Following Dr. Campbell, came Doctors James La

Dow, Abraham Bronson, Park Leonard, K. R. Fuller.

Edward Webb, Mulford Skinner, Jacob W. Long and

others, who had a more or less long residence and

practice in the township. None of them are now in

practice in Fairfield. The resident physicians are Dr.

D. H. Reed and Dr. D. M. Keith. Dr. Keith is of

the Eclectic school. He came from Peru in 1853.

Dr. Reed belongs to the Homeopathic school, and has

been in Fairfield since 1853. He began practice in

1854. He was born in Greenwich. Both of these

physicians have an extensive practice.

FAIRFIELD 1.0DOE XO. 261, F. AND A. M.

,

was organized October 23, 1854, and the following

were the first officers elected: II. W. Owen, W. M.

;

Elisha Seymour, S. \V. ; William C. Huestis, J. W.J
S. S Smith, S. D.; N. W. Thayer, J. D.; H. E.

Stevens, tyler. The lodge has been in a prosperous

condition ever since its organization, anil now has u

list of fifty members in good standing. Following is

a list of the officers in service in 18T9: Jonathan W.
Huestis, W. >L; Alexander C. Taylor. S. W.; B. T.

Day, J. W. ; Wilber Huson, treasurer; J. D. McCord,

secretary; 0. L. Colvin, S. D.; William H. Smith, J.

D. ; J. MeCord, tyler.

NORTH FAIItFIELD QHAK0E XO. 806.

The North Fairfield Grange P. of H. was organized

April 7, 1874, with the following charter members:

C. P. Irwin. D. F. Irwin, James Woodworth, Frank

Wright, George Hinman, J. W. Cook. A. L. Sim-

mons, Clarence Conover, S. Wakeman, A. K. Wright,

J. A. Cherry, E. Hoyt, J. Hinklev, E. Hinklev. P.

L. Mitchell, K. II. Mitchell, O. Gaining. L. Adams,

T. W. Place, Mrs. X. D. Irwin, Mrs. X. Conk. Mis.

A. L. Simmons. Mrs. M. Conover, Mrs. S. S. Wood-

worth. Mrs. S. Wi'.kemaii, Mrs. F. A. Wright, Mrs.

J. E. Wright, Mrs. P. Cherry, Mrs. E. Hoyt, Mrs.

E. Hinklev, Mrs. L. C. Mitchell, Mrs. II. Gaming,

Mrs. L. Adams, Mrs. R. M. Place. Mrs. E. B.

Mitchell. Mrs. E. Ilinkley. The following officers

were elected: P. L. Mitchell, worthy master: J. A.

Cherry, overseer: C. P. Irwin, lecturer: Lyndon

Adams, steward: Frank Irwin, assistant steward:

Frank Wright, chaplain: Sherwood Wakeman, secre-

tary: Elmon Hoyt. treasurer:James Wood worth, gate-

keeper; Mrs. J. Cook, Ceres; Mrs. M. Conover,

Pomona; Mrs. E. 15. Mitchell, Flora; Mrs. a. U.

Wright, lady assistant steward. The Grange con-

ducted a co-operative store in Xonh Fairfield for

about one year from April 1, is".

M A X V FACT l"
II I N < » IT E R X EST*.

Fairfield ha- s.nue oolite extensive manufacturing

interests, but the most prnsperoiis davs of the town

weii' long ago. Important enterprise- were projected.

Some never advanced to completion: others were

realized.

Ebenezer Foote, Sampson Baker and Dr. Campbell,

built, in 1834, a steam saw mill. This was the begin-

ning of the manufacturing interest at what is now
the village of Xorth Fairfield, then named •"Steam

Corners," and later "Steamburg." In the period be-

tween 184? and 1850, there were six steam powers at

Xorth Fairfield, and five dry goods stores. Besides

Foote's steam mill, there was a wool carding estab-

lishment, the property of Nelson and William Tur-

ner; a grist mill, run by Whitten and Rowland: an oil

mill, started by George Silliman; an iron foundry, the

property of A. J. and E. Wakeman, and a machine

shop, owned by R. Seymour.

THE OI.ll CHAIR FACTORY.

Messrs. Ruggles, Kirtland & Burr bought out, in

1850, the cabinet making interest of Xclson and Wil-

liam F. Turner, and began, upon a large scale, the

manufacture of chairs. The business proved a re.

munerative one for the men engaged in it, and a very

valuable aid to the advancement of the general busi-

ness of the place. The firm employed as many as

fifty men during the time of its most successful busi-

ness, and never less than twenty-five or thirty. It

was a severe blow to the village, as well as the com-

pany, when, in the winter of 1856-7, the factory was

destroyed by fire. The loss sustained by Messrs.

Ruggles, Kirtland & Burr was so large that they were

unable to resume business upon the ample scale they

had before conducted it, and so, in a single night,

Xorth Fairfield lost forever its most valuable manu-

facturing establishment, and one which, had it re-

mained, might, very probably, have become the nucleus

around which other extensive works would have clus-

tered in time.

NORTH FAIRFIELD PLOW AXD IKON WORKS.

At present the principal manufactory of the village,

and one of the leading ones iu the county, is "The
North Fairfield Plow and Iron Works." The building

was erected in 1847, by J. A. and E. Wakeman, and

as then constructed consisted of an upright brick,

two stories high in front, ami three in the rear; sixty-

five by twenty-eight feet in size, with a one-story

moulding room, fifty by forty feet in dimensions.

The Messrs. Wakeman manufactured stoves, plows,

and diil general foundry work, carrying on. for two

years, a heavy business. The works were then closed

and remained idle until 1855, when they were pur-

chased by Mr. N. Burch, of Eaton. Madison county.

Xew York, who at once commenced the manufacture

of stoves from new and then beautiful patterns. He
s:i\v that the country was in need of better plows than

were then being put upon the market, and made ar-

rangements to manufacture the Curtiss Iron Beam
Plow. The plow department was. for a number of

years, conducted by Mr. Robert Park, who rented a

pari of the foundry building and bought casting- of
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Mr. Batch. ThU was the first introduction of the

Curtiss plow in Ohio. About 1882, Mr. Park sold his

interest in the plow business to Mr. Burch, who soon

after enlarged the building by putting up an addition

two stories high, besides basement, and in size

twenty-four by forty-two feet. From this date, tiie

manufacture of plows hits constituted the principal busi-

ness, the manufacture of stoves being almost entirely

abandoned. The Curtiss plow was manufactured

until 1873, when 31 r. Burch invented and patented

a new one, upon which he bestowed his own name.

It combines the best qualities of iron and modern

beam plows, and has been manufactured in large

quantity to fill the demand. N. Burch sold out in

1875, to his son, Charles A. Burch, and removed to

Toledo, where he embarked in the same business.

The son having grown up in the plow business, was

well qualified to keep up the reputation which the

plows of the Fairfield foundry had gained, and he

has done so. He continued the business alone until

the summer of 1878, when he associated with himself,

as partners, I). W. Slocum and S. J. Stevens, under

the firm name of C. A. Burch & Company. The
new firm went to work at once to make arrangements

for increasing their business. They put up n sub-

stantial brick addition to the building and made ex-

tensive repairs throughout, put in new machinery in

the place of the old and considerable in addition.

They have increased their facilities for manufactur-

ing so largely that they have, at the present writing,

ability to make twenty-five plows per day.

•SAW AXD olUST MILLS.

The first saw mill in the township was the property

of Philip Moffat t and was located on the west road,

aud built about the year 1828. The first grist mill

was that of Reuben Draper and John Mitchell, aud

was located at Steamburg (North Fairfield). At pres-

ent there are bat two saw mills in the township: that

of Isaac D. Small & Son, about one hundred rods

north of the village center, and another owned by

Hanvill & Taylor, a mile north. With the former

there is also a grist mill. The I. D. Small mill was

built about 1855 by Elishn Seymour.

CBBB8E FACTOKl E&

The only regular cheese factory in the township is

owned by B. H. Terrill, by whom it was started in

1S77. This factory uses the milk of about one hun-

dred and fifty cows, and Mr. Terrill turns out a *• full

cream '* cheese for which he finds a good home de-

tnaud. The principal market is Norwalk. ami the

villages of the county and vicinity. The factory is

located upon the township line, north of North Fair-

field.

R. M. Hopkins has a dairy factory upon his farm

m lot thirty, section two. where he makes both cheese

and baiter. The dairy was started in 1S7'>.

Weber Pinkney and Oliver Gaming have a similar

dairy upon lot thirty-eight, section three, which they

started in the spring of 1878.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Frederick Parrott has a machine shop, near his res-

idence, oti lot twenty-four, section three, where he

has carried on business for a number of years.

A turning establishment and chair factory in North

Fairfield is owned by Hantill 4 Allen.

David H. Piatt has been iu the carriage making
business since 1838. Others engaged in the same in-

dustry are J. H. Curtiss, William Harris and John

Madden.

NORTH FAIRFIELD VILLAGE.

The first store iu the township was opened at the

center in the year 1831. by Ezra Smith, of Maeksville,

i but soon after several enterprising men made efforts

to establish a village at what was then known us

Greeiftleld's corners. They were so far successful as

to create all that now exists in North Fairfield, and

in fact much more, for the village was at one time

a nourishing business center, and had bright prospects

of future prosperity. William Greenfield, Samson
i Baker. Walter Branch and Samuel Foote were largely

instrumental in securing the location of various indus-

tries at this place. Horace S. Motilton opened the

first store at Greenfield's corners, in 1832. Union

White, of Fitchville, Woodworth and Holmes, Clark

Sexton, A. R. Eastman, and a nu n by the name of

West, began at an early day. D. S. Stevens opened a

dry goods store in 1838. Manufactories were estab-

lished, and the village developed for a few years at a

rate, which, had it been long continued, would have

proiluceil a little city. A newspaper, The Fairfield

Gazelle, was established, and had, for a time, a fair

patronage. The first copy was issued April 23, 1850,

by Robert McCnne. Afterwards the paper was under

tin ehurgi L>f J. Ralph Bob nson, aud il II lati r ol I

B. Chapman. He moved it to Bellevue. The cause*

of Fairfield's failure to become all that its residents

fondly hoped, were numerous. Chief among them

was the building of railroad* all around the village,

at a distance of ten or a dozen miles, and the failure

of the projected Clinton extension, which was (upon

paper) a link in a long chain extending from -New

York to the great west. Over seventy thousand dol-

lars of Fairfield money went out of existence with this

bubble. The Milan canal was another failure. The
largest manufactory iu the little village—the chair

factory—and the steam mill, built at an early day,

vanished in fire—elided in smoke. Other evils assisted

in thwarting the plans of the would-be founders of a

city, and slowly, but surely, the last hope of making

North Fairfield a large and live business town pushed

I
away. All that was left the people was the reason-

able certainty that the village would always be. what

it now is, a peaceful and pleasant home, in which

there will never be an excess of bustle and din aud
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sordid strife, but always well being, good manners

and U'tter morals. •

North Fairfield village contains four of the five

churc hes which have come into existence in the town-

ship, ami most of the manufactories.

Following is a list of the business houses in North

Fairfield, in 1879:

rrc -C. Rowley
i -Darid

Dry Uoods.

Booth asd Shoes.-I. B. Rice.

Uncos.-C H. Chapman.
Groceries — D. S. Stevens.

PRODfCE. QroCKRIEH AXtl C'LOTHIXO.—W. S. Felton

Groceries ajid Drt Goods—E. Hoyt & Co.

Hardware, Tis. etc.—Reed Bros (A. P, A. L. and C. 8.)

Groceries.—L. Carr.

Shoe*.—O. U CoItIii.

Livext.—A. P. Reed.

Utoertaeixq.—W. H. Johnson.

Dbbtist,—Dutton Jones.

Hotel.— Fairfield House. A. H. Striiigham, proprietor.

Hr.A. «-»nn< —H Woodworth, Richard Trice, and William F
Cooper.—J. T. Parker.

Meat Marrets.—Odell Bros.. J. Wooil. Burton * Molt

POST OFFICE.

Walter Branch was the first postmaster. He was

commissioned January 1, 182'J. He held the office

four years, and then resigned in favor of Horace L.

Afoulton. The other postmasters, down to and in-

cluding the present occupant of the office, are as fol-

lows: Z. B. Stilsou. Horace L. Moulton (reapjHjinted),

David Johnson. Thomas Smith. D. L. Stevens, Frank

Evans, Moses Tompkins, Dwight Keflogg and Isaac

Harrington.

I 'EM F.TF.KI F.S.

The first cemetery laid out was the one in lot eleven,

section three, upon the ridge road, near the northeast

corner of (he township. The first settlers located in

this vicinity, and the little piece of ground was set

apart for burial purposes at an early day. There is

another cemetery upon the same road— lot one. sec-

tion four; one on the BrODSoa town line road— lot six,

section three; and one in North Fairfield village, just

ea«t of the corners. This is under the charge of the

township.

September 22, 1707, and was, therefore, his junior by

four months and twelve days. This marriage occurred

upon the 12th of February, 1818, and, in the follow-

ing year the young couple removed to Ohio and com-

menced almost empty-handed the struggle for the

formation of a comfortable home in the wilderness.

At that time there were but five families in the town-

ship; not a single road was laid out, and scarcely an

acre of land was cleared. Upon one side there were

dangers, difficulties, disadvantages, upon the other

two brave people to meet them, empty-handed to In-

snre, but full of strength, anticipation and laudable

ambition. The days were full of toil; they brought

many privations, few positive pleasures, yet they

rounded into years of happiness to be looked back

upon tenderly and lovingly, when poverty had changed

to plenty, and the wild forest that they cut their way-

through with difficulty when they made their settle-

ment had been cleared away to make place for hun-

dreds of happy, thriftv homes.

William Baker and his wife bore the brunt in the

battle, and they both lived to realize the condition

that they labored to bring about and witness the

changes and improvements that they, perhaps, hut

vaguely anticipated. The wife is still living upon the

old farm which became the home of these pioneers

two years after their arrival. The husband did not

pass away until 185!). His long career of useful ac-

tivity closed upon the Uth of February in that year,

over half a century from the time of his arrival.

During his more than fifty years' residence in the

community he was looked upon as a man of solid

worth and strict integrity. His religious faith was

that of the Disciples, and he was a staunch supporter

of the church. He held aloof from public affairs,

not from lack of interest, but rather because of retir-

ing nature, aud his life was quiet, but active and in-

dustrious to its close.

Biographical Sketches.

WILLIAM BAKEK.

ISAAC DE WITT

Prominent among the pioneers of Fairfield was

William Baker, son of Abijah and Mary Baker, of

Hhotie Island. He was bom May 10, 17l>7. and re-

moved with his parents to Onondaga county. New
York, when a lad. Here he grew up and received n

good, common education. When twenty-one years

of age he married Leah, daughter of Solomon and
Margaret Davis, who was bom in Orange county, Harry Elmer.

is a representative of the second generation of the

pioneers. Me is the son of John and Betsey De Witt,

and was born in Fairfield in the year W.l. His

mother's maiden name was Sample, and she was a

daughter of the first woman who became a resident.

<>f the township. The subject of this -ketch began

life with but few of the advantages that the people

even of a new country possess, but good habits, in-

dustry ami thrift, won for him the race in which

many have failed who have had less to contend with.

He has all of his life been a resident of his native

township, and is, to-day, one of its representative

farmers. Isaac De Witt married Mrs. Abigail Morse,

by whom he has had five children, all of whom are

now living. Their names ure: William Augustus,

Jennie Almirn, Isaac Ell*worth, Duane Edwin and
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CLINTON McKELLOGG

VM Iwrn October 8, 1827, in Jefferson county. New
York, ami ciune to Peru, Huron county, Ohio, 1844,

with au uncle. At this time lie was an orphan, and

he lived with his uncle a short time when he went

away to work on a farm by the month. At the age

of twenty-one he had saved one hundred dollars from

his wages, having no other patrimony. He married

November 14, 1850, Eveline Mead. Mrs. MoKellogg
was born April 23, 1831, in Bronson. Ohio, daughter

of AUon Mead, and granddaughter of Abraham
Mead, one of the pioneer settlers of Huron county.

He came to this county with his family, consisting

of his wife and ten children, at a very early period.

They passed through great and almost unendurable

vicissitudes, the children all attaining mature age.

Alson Mead, during these years of severe labor and

great hardships, contracted an illness which left him

a cripple.

He married and located in Bronson, working at

shoe-making for a number of years, fill he became

possessed of means to purchase a farm. He lived

there until his death, which occurred January 6, 1805.

He left seven children and a fine property. Mrs.

McKellogg is a life member of the American Bible

Society.

Mr. McKellogg worked different farms on shares

until he was able to purchase one of his own, buy-

ing a small farm in FitchviHe. and exchanging that

for one in the eastern part of Fairfield, and finally

ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO. 861

selling that ami buying the one he now occupies,

which is situated one mile south of the center of

Fairfield.

The original farm had sixty-four acres, and the

rest has been added at five several times. The only

son of this family, Frank E. McKellogg, is a student

at Oljerlin college. His parents intend to remove to
! Oberlin this present year, to afford him the benefit of

a home while pursuing the remainder of his college

course, and also to give their only daughter, Ida. the

best educational ail vantages possible.

Mr. McKellogg is one of the prominent citizens of

Fairfield. He is a representative self-made man. hav-

ing raised himself from poverty to affluence. Ener-

getic and determined, he is always found at the head

of all enterprises in which he is engaged. He and his

wife are active members of the Congregational Church,

and their large and elegantly furnished house is opened

to many social entertainments.

Mr. McKellogg has for some time owned the great-

est amount, of fnrm stock of any one individual in

Fairfield. He is a shrewd dealer, a close buyer, and

a successful operator in this line of business. His

fine farm of two hundred and forty acres is well sit-

uated for this business. It is watered by a beautiful

stream, which affords living water for his herds of

animals all the year. Besides the church and Sab-

bath school, Mr. McKellogg interests himself in the

common schools and the judic ial interests of his im-

mediate district and the country surrounding.

Digitized by Google



NEW LONDON.*

Iu presenting to the public a history of the town-

chip of Xew London we regard as proper to preface

our work by a list of the

OKIGINAE OWNERS.

For an explanation of the following table the read-

er is referred to the history of Wakeman township:

TOWS NUMBER TWO, BAKOE TWBKTT.

CLASSIFICATION Nil. 1, 8KTIOX 1.

Original tirantec

Robert Kennedy
Temperance Moore
Timothy tmrfey
Tbomaa Hnjikliu
Lydla Latlmore
John Morris
Laurance Martin
Walter Welch
Henri Deahoe
Ouy Richards a 8on

A iii t Lot*. CUi**ifie<l by. Ami Claued

£ • d. £ i d.
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11." a t Sylvester Mather W IS

Footing of Claa*illc»ti.«j So. 1, £1.344 7 0

CLAaaiFiCATtoK No. t, Sicnox 8.

Ort/tmal Onmttm. Am" i Lot. Ohmffed 6». Am i COwrf.

Mary Hurlburt
Roger Gilton
James Ausell
Nathan Bailey
SllQUrl ('->lt

ElizaU-th B-ebe
BnJ iCal blxHly niaOO
Enter Cnnkiln
John Itmwn !»
Henry >Unn *7
Benjamin Vime II
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£
81*
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Tho'»
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h

3

"

ft
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1
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i
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4
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No 4. 11,341

NAME.

The township very oat u rally look the name of Xrw
London from the fact that X. Douglass, S. Richards,

By A H Skelletijcer. M U

and the Ledynrds, were the principal, or largest orig-

inal proprietors, or sufferers: and they resided in Xew
London, Connecticut. The name of the township

has never been changed since its first settlement.

N ATI' HA 1. APPEARANCE, ETC.

The surface of the township is generally level,

though, in mauy portion- iu the vicinity of the water

courses, it is quite rolling, and other portions may be

classed as gently undulating. It was originally, with

the exception of a small portion in the fourth section,

known as the cranberry marsh, all densely covered by

timber. The principal varieties of wood were black

walnut; elm of several varieties, rock, red and whit*;

maple—hard and soft: beech; oak—white, yellow and

black: basswood, whitewood, hickorv, white and black

ash. cherry, dogwood and willow. There has l>een no

particular change in the forest, except the almost en-

tire dUapiHJarance, by use. The soil is very produc-

tive—well adapted to grass, small grains, corn, veg-

etables and berries—clayey, or marl, with a slight

preponderance of the clay, and, in the third sectiou,

sandy; while rich, deep muck, is abundant in the

fourth section. It is about equally well adapted to the

the dairy products, hay, graiu or stock raising.

Fruits of several kinds and varieties do well. Iu

short, for fertility and productiveness, very few, if

any town on the Fire-lands, can surpass this. At an

curly day in the settlement of the township, quite a

large portion of the third and fourth sections were

deemed as low land and swampy; now, all or nearly-

all ii drained and is tillable.

The streams running through the town are tivo.

One running northwardly through the fourth and
third sections, is formed by Skellenger's creek. Knowl-

ton's creek and Carpenter's creek, uniting with tiie

Vermillion river in the township of ClarIcefield, as

its east branch; ami Kawson's creek, uniting with

other small streams and making East creek, a west

branch of Black river. The various creeks and

streams are fed by many springs, which render this

section of the county quite well watered.

HEAsTS OF THE FOREST.

When the first white men settled in New London,

the black bears and wolves were the most formidable;

deer, raifoon, otter, sable and gray fo\. wild turkeys,

beaver, wild cat. hedgehog and fishers, or pekans,

abounded to a limited extent. The deer and wild

turkevx became far more abundant about 1 >»".'".', evi-

dently coating into the town from the east: and the

wolves appeared to follow the deer.

(3<;2)
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INDIANS.

There were camping grounds on farms in the second

section, but no villages. The hunters of the Dela-

ware and Wyandot nations frequented their old

ground! for a few years after the white man came.

In their intercourses they were very kind and friendly,

and gave no cause for trouble or alarm. Honesty

ami friendship are characteristics of the red men of

America, till deceived or betrayed by the whites!

EARLY SETTLERS A XI) SETTLEMENTS.

The settlement of this township was delayed by the

war of 1812-15. and again from the disputes of title

from 1820 to "25, which will be more fully noticed

hereafter, it being the cause of the <jreat>st lawsuit

ever affecting the settlers on the Fire-lands.

Mr. Abner Green, wife, and wife's three daughters,

were the first white settlers. The family moved into

the township on foot in the mouth of February, A. D.

1815, and located on lot number ten, third section,

near the northwest corner of said lot. Here Mr.

Green erected the first log bouse—a small cabin

—

using bacswood bark as covering or roofing. His

furniture, or rather cooking apparatus, and farming

tools and implements were few and very simple. His-

tory tells us they were conveyed on his back in a box

or "chest captured from General Proctor." Green

was born in the State of Vermont at a day sufficiently

early for him to be a Revolutionary soldier, though

the date of bis birth is unknown—probably, about

1758. He served also during the war of 1812 as ser-

geant. His wife, a Mrs. Van Deusen, was a widow-

lady, and mother of several children at the lime she

was married to Mr. Green. One of the daughters—

Hannah—married Nathan Canada March 17, 1817.

The marriage ceremony was performed by one David

Abbott, a justice of the peace. Another of the daugh-

ters, Miss Margaret, was plaintiff in a breach of

promise case at her father's house, Mr. J. P. Case,

justice of the peace. It was a very exciting affair,

as it was the first lawsuit in the township. The de-

fendant, Mr. Henry Bates, finally settled the suit by

giving to Miss Margaret a hone. The next year the

State of Ohio made an effort to vindicate its dignity

by having Miss Margaret arrested, indicted, and tried

at the log court house at the first county seat below

Milan, for the crime of infanticide. The jury pro-

nounced her not guilty. Thus we have in the early

history of this young but unfortunate girl two points

to noticed: She was the first /daiutijf in New Lon-

don, and the first, defendant in a criminal case in old

Huron countv. Her sub career has passed

from the memory of the oldest inhabitant.

Mr. Green cleared some two or three acres of ground

in 1815. and raised the first crop of corn in the town-

ship, and the historian is informed he had a good

crop, cultivated by the use of the ax and the hoe.

He was noted as an honest, industrious, patriotic, and

religious person, often holding religious meetings,

aud the then boys say be did good preaching " as a

Methodist, and at times swore for a change." He
also erected a cabin and lived for a few years on lot

number twenty-four, second section. Thence in 1823

he moved to the southern part of Ohio, and died

about 1820, from, as is supposed, the effect of a

wound received in the bailie of Fort Maiden, under

Genera] William H. Harrison.

August 15. 1815. Mr. Hosea Townsend, from Ty-

ringham, Massachusetts, came aud located on lot num-
ber twenty-three, in the third section, ne remained a

HJM,GEf*E£l ]N"-reme«

few weeks, returned to the east, and remained until

the 4th of February. IMii. when, with an ox team

and wagon, in company with his brother, Hiram, he

again set out for his Ohio home. He was fifty-two

days on the road, arriving in New London March 28,

1816, Mr. Townsend brought with him irons which

made the first plow used in New London soil, and, as

such, first time used to work on the road just south of

William Prosser's, on the little hill, then very steep,

south of the creek: also, apple seeds which be planted

the same year. He and bis brother Hiram bachelored

it for two years. The tirst season they planted four

acres of corn. When harvested, a portion was fed to

the oxen, a portion ground in the hand-mortar and

beech stump grist mill, for their own food, and the

other portion was sold to the red hunters for English

specie (crowns) worth one dollar and six cents per

bushel. He put out the first orchard in 1820 and

1892; and built the first frame house in is-.'';. He
was horn in Green bush. May 25, 1?[»4; married Mi.-s

Sophia Case, (the first school teacher, born April 20,

17f>8), March 25,1821. Mrs. Townsend died March

2, 1875. Mr. Townsend, now. May, 1S70, is living

with bis daughter. Mrs. A. S. Johnson, in the village

of New London, aged eighty-five years. He wa.» a

soldier in 1815. and draws a soldier's pen-ion.

During the year 1815. the following persons settled

in New London: In November, Mr. Laac P. Case,
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wife, uud Sophia, Philothe and Eliza, daughters, aud

Tracey. a son, settled on lot fourteen, section three.

Mr. Simeon Munson and family, on lot seven; Mrs.

Porter, mother to Mrs. Betsey or Elizabeth Scribuer,

aud Philo T. and Aurora Porter, (two brothers);

Sherman, Austin and Major Smith (three brothers,'

Major but six years of age) all came at the same time,

and in the company of Mrs. J. P. Case, and all set-

tled in the third section. They were from Connecti-

cut, though at this immediate move from near Spring-

field, Clarke county, Ohio, by the way of the Maumee
|

route.

One or two days later in November, 1815, Mr. An-
thony Hendryx and family, and Benjamin Hendryx,

a brother, and his family, came from New York, and

settled on lot* thirteen and eighteen, in the third

section; also, about the same time, John Hendryx and

his brother Thomas, and their families, from Brigh-

ton, Monroe county. New York, settled in the second

section.—John on lot number twenty-three, and

Thomas on lot number eighteen. Many others whose

names are forgotten, came and settled, and some

moved in, in the year 1815.

During the year 1810, William Sweet arrived, who
came in January, with his family, from Brighton,

in Moiiroe county, New York, and settled on lot fif-

teen, third section; made a large and permanent im-

provement; put out a large orchard in IS'22. He
filled several township offices with credit to himself,

and, in 1831, sold to Abram Prosser, and moved to

Krie county, Ohio.

Also, in July, 1810. Mr. John Covey aud Phebe, his

wife (daughter of Abram Hendryx), and family, then

consisting of Polly, John. Hannah, Benjamin and

Phebe, came from Steuben county. New York, aud

settled on lot seven, section four, now owned by T. B.

Hemeuway. on which is the first cemetery, and also

the New Loudon agricultural association grouudsand

track arc located. He lived on this lot. and made

quite an improvement, setting out a large orchard,

but, as he had no valid title to his farm. (Devil) John

Hendryx, as the phrase is by the early settlers, "bought

it out from under him" in 1X29. In 183?, he anil his

wife moved to Michigan. His family married as fol-

lows: Polly, the eldest daughter, married. Decem-

ber, 1817, Mr. John Day. and settled on lot number

twenty, section otie: John, the eldest ljoy, married

Alziua Day, daughter of widow Day, of Clarksfield,

for his first wife (wife and two children soon died),
j

and for his second wife he married Mary McConuell,
|

daughter of James McCounell, of Rochester, and now

lives near Coldwater, Michigan: Hannah married

Daniel Higgins. of New London, afterward a "lively
|

Mormon:" Phebe married Ansel Barber, and Benja-

min married Martha Ann. daughter of Simeon Mun-

son. and all live, or did. near Coldwater, Michigan.

Polly (Mrs. Day) soon died, and was buried on her

father"? farm, which was the first burial in the village

cemetery. As a family, history informs us. they were

kind and obliging. Richard Bailey settled on lot

ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

number one, section four, remained a few years, and

sold to Paul Lebo. aud Paul Lebo sold to J. McClave.

181 7.—There were many additions to the pioneers

of the township during the third year of its settle-

ment, a few only ha\e we space to specify, among
whom we will name: February 24, 1817, Mr. Henry
Anderson, from Livington county, New York, and

Mrs. Russell, her sons Alcott and Charles, from the

same county; and about the same time, came Paul

Pixley, and Ariel his son. and their families, from

Brighton, New York; Nathan Munson, Steven Post

and A. Miner, from the State of New York, aud lo-

cated as follows: Anderson, on lot number eighteen,

third section; Mrs. Russell, ou lot number soveu,

third section; Alcott, a boy, lived with Anderson;

Paul Pixley, on a part of same lot and section; Ariel

Pixley, settled on lot number ten, same section; and
Post, on number eighteen.

In the spring of this year, Mr. Josiah Day and his

brother, John, came. Josiah settled on lot number
twenty-five, first section, where he soon established a

manufactory of black salts, or potash; and in after

years, in company with Mr. Tracy Case, did quite an

extensive trade in ashes, potash and cotton goods mid

family groceries. He always lived on this place.

Was elected justice of the peace in 1855; died October

14. 1855, an honest man. even to the dividing of the

last cent! John Day settled on lot twenty, first

section.

Ezekiel Sampson and William Merrifield and their

families, from Brighton, New York, arrived in De-

cember, 1810. Sampson located on lot number eight,

fourth section; aud William Merrifield located on lot

number three, second section.

Mr. Solomon Hubbard, (a soldier in the war of

18K'-14,) from Livingston county. New York, born

1789, in Connecticut, came to Florence, February 12,

1810. The next spring, April, 1817, he traded his

farm with Mr. Nathan Smith, who located on lot

number five, third section, in 1810. Mr. Smith came
on to said lot under a contract witji Nat. Ledyard,

and erected a house. He had a large family of daugh-

ters, and thought he could educate them letter in

Florence than in New London, which is said to be

the motive that resulted in swapping farms. Mr.

Solomon Hubbard, by the enforcement, in court, of

the Ledyard "contract" with Smith, obtained a deed

of fifty acres a- a gift. Mr. Hubbard filled several

important offices. He died January 10, 1839.

J. B. Hubbard, a son, born August 27, 1817, and
now living in Cincinnati, is the oldest white male,

living, born in the township. His son, Holsy, born

in New York. April 11, 1815, now lives on the lot,

and i- one of the most prominent and respected citi-

zens of all the living early pioneers. He has several

times filled the office of township trustee; has U-en

justice of the peace for three terms, and from 1809

to 1875. six years (two terms), was one of the most

reliable ami energetic county commissioner*. Ho
has reared a family of five boy?—8, <;., Joseph B..
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Alfred, Edward E. and Frank E.. und three girls

Julia M., Marsium B. and Artninta D. ; five children

are living. S. 0. died October 11, 1840; Joseph B.

died November 5, 1864, and Alfred died November

15, 1864. Solomon Hubbard's children were five,

three boys and two girls: Holsy, Joseph B., Solomon,

Charlotte M. and Rebecca, four of whom are living.

Solomon died in March, 1864. Mr. Holsy Hubbard
now owns three hundred and fifty-five acres of land.

In the month of August, the same year (lis 17),

Deacon Isaac Sampson and wife, and family, consist-

ing of Ezekiel (who came in 1816), and Sally, Isaac,

John, Rosy and Marium, arrived in the township,

—

second section, and after remaining a few years,

moved on to lot three, fourth section. He was a

brick manufacturer and stone mason; made, burned,

and, in part, constructed the brick house in Buggies

township,—the first brick dwelling ever erected in

all this portion of the then county of Huron, for

Deacon Harvey Sackett, in the year 1834. The
children married^as follows: Ezekiel to Polly, daugh-

ter of Joseph Merri field; Sally to Enos Smith, of

Florence. January 5, 1819; Isaac to Patty Hendryx,

daughter of Old Anthony, in 1823, and in after years

went west with the Mormons; Roxey to Archibald

Bates, about 1826; John to Miss Townscnd, and went

to Illinois at the "Nauvoo Mormon Emigration, " and

Marium. at the age of thirteen, married to Gam-
malia Townscnd. and, in company with Truman and

Archibald Bates, in 1832, went to Indiana. Ezekiel

and family moved to Iowa. Lewis, their youngest

son, has just closed his second term as member of the

Congress of the United States. Deacon Isaac Samp-
sou died at Fulton county, Illinois, in 1838, and
Ezekiel iu Keokuk county, Iowa; Polly, his widow,

at the age of eighty-three, in February, 1871, at

Sigouruey, Iowa.

Joseph Mernfield and his son-in-law. Nathan Hoyt,

came in July, and erected a log cabin on lot Bomber
two, fourth section (Thomas Hendryx had previously

entered the same lot, but as he had made no improve-

ments, it cost only a trifle to "jump his claim.")

Their families came, December 22, 1817. from
Brighton, New York. The names of the children of

Mr. Joseph Merri field are: Polly (Mrs. Ezekiel Samp-
son); Betsey (Mrs. Nathan Hoyt), and William, who
were married in the State of New York, and Lydia

(who married Peter Kinsley March 13, 1820); James
B.

,
Joseph Seymour and Lewis. They all lived for

several years, and most of them all the remainder of

their lives iu New London; and some of their chil-

dren and grandchildren to this day are here among
us—good and highly respected citizens.

181S.—Faucis Keyes and family—wife and four

children, from Vermillion (thongh formerly from the

State of Massachusetts), came in the month of Nov-

ember, and settled on lot number six in fourth sec-

tion. His. was the fourth log cabin in that portion

of the township, now in the village—the first having

been built by John Cony; tho second by Ezekiel
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Sampson; the third by Joseph Merrifiekl. Mr. K eves 1

put out his orehard, in 1820, which was the second

one put out in the village. The names of his four

children were: Ursula, the eldest daughter, who
married J nines 0. Merritield; Mary, married Lewis

Merritield in 1828, and the two boys, Perry and Har-

rison (as their sisters had married brothers), con- I

eluded to, and did, marry sisters, by the name of Sher-

riek. Mrs. Keyes brought with her from the old

Ray State, that common destroyer—consumption, of

which she died in May, 1819. Her death is noticed

a* the first white adult of the township. Her chil-

dren and her grandchildren still continue to die of

consumption, showing in this instance, a remarkable

tendency that consumption is hereditary.

Mr. Keyes, in July of the same year, married Mrs.

Elizabeth Scribner. He sold his improvements in

1821, to James 0. Merritield and Peter Kinsley, and '

moved to the east part of Firchville township,
j

whence, in 18:54, as history relates, he and his wife, .

and his two boys and their wives, wer» swept along

by the mighty and popular wave, the Mormon emi-

gration, bo the far west, where they and hundreds of

others hoped to find the land of promise, wherein

saints of the Most High could enjoy freedom to

worship Hod, and not be persecuted as they had been

in Huron county.

Peter Kinsley, born in Dublin, Ireland, July 12,

1797, and Henry Bates, an Englishman, both deserted

the British army, and under tire of their guns, swam
the Niagara river in 1815; and in the fall of 1818,

both came to New London. Kinsley, during the

winters of 1818 and 1819, taught the first school in

the fourth section.

Abram Dayton Hendryx, wife and family, came in

1817. and. as the oldc-t inhabitants say, they lived "all

over"— first on lot number nine, then on lot number
three, then to Sullivan, then back to New London,

from one section to another. He was the father of

John M., who married Eunice, daughter of Dr. Sam-

uel Day, (who also came to the township in 181?.

Dr. SntDDel Day was the father of John, Sally, Josiah,

Eunice, Ephntim and William, who all came about

the same time; and afterward, in .New London, the

father of Hannah, Elizabeth. Almira, Elijah (who

had fit*), Charles, Samuel, Matilda, Huldah and

Polly, and three others that died: eighteen in all.

Dr. Day made and exported the first potash, or black

salts, from this township, in 1821. Dr. Day died

December 31, ls:>'.t.
) Sophia, who married John

Town, and settled on lot twenty-five, fourth section,

and afterwards went to the State of Michigan; George,

who married, in liuggles, Perwilla Steven* from

Knox county; Sally, had John Fisher for her first,

and C'nmmings for her second husband, now living

with Mrs. Kantian— . a granddaughter, in the city of

Cleveland; and Anna, the oldest girl, married Ben-

jamin DeWitt. of Plymouth. The fee for this mar-

riage, to Naac P. Case, just ire of the |>caee. in absence

of any money (as negotiated by one Siiu-on. DeWitt"?
j

debtor), was a fine "dog" pup. afterwards Incoming

"old Bose," one of the most respected members in

"old Squire Case's" family, and of the neighborhood.

Samuel Sherman and family, in 1818, settled on

lot number eighteen, third section. Mr. Sherman

and his two sons, Samuel and Leonard, were very

hard and industrious laborers. A son-in-law, by the

name of Braynard, put up the frame barn now stand-

ing directly north of the residence of Leonard (fold-

ing. It is said of the Sherman family that they

"cleared more land than any pioneers of the town-

ship."

Mr. Willis Case, wife and family, consisting of

Charles, Leonard and George, came in 1818, and set-

tled on lot number fourteen, third section. He was

a brother of I. P. Case. Many of his grandchildren

are still living in the county.

Mr. Zelotes Barritt came to New London in 1810,

and kept "hall" with one Simeon Black man. on the

same lot that Abner Green occupied. Mr. Barritt

first owned and cleared a farm—lot number six,

fourth section— in Clarksfield. Though for the last,

fifty years of his life, he owned, and for most of the

time lived, and died on, lot numlier ten, third section,

in New London.

Jacob Roorback came to New London in 182:5,

spent a short time and went Buggies in 1823 or 24.

John Roorback and family came to New London in

1826, and settled on lot thirteen, first section. He
was father to John W. and Frederick S.

Clark Winans settled on lot number ten, third

section, 1825, but soon sold to Z. Barritt, Benjamin

Hendryx, living on lot number twenty-three, second

section, after firing off his gun, as he supposed, blew

iu it, and it discharged, killing him. This was in

1823, and he was the first man shot in town. John

Akright anil Jacob Ak right came in 1823. B.

Crampton and wife came and settled on lot number
twenty-four, third sec-tion, in 1810.

The family of Abner Case, a brother of I. P. Case,

a wounded soldier, came to the township at an early

date; also the family of Blackmail, who settled mostly

in the second section. Ansel, Ira and Simeon Black-

man, and families, are supposed to have settled about

1818, also Abram Prosser, David Loveland, John

Tainter and Captain Win. Blackmail, on lot number
nineteen, second section; Phillip 8worthout in fourth

section, ami Elder Benjamin B. Brackcnbury and

John Hooker, iu the third section. Win. C. Spauld-

iug settled on lot number seven, third section (Sim

Munsou owning il before this time), and by him was

erected the first frame store in the township, on the

same lot. It can still Ih> seen as a part of the barn of

Lyman Dunk-. Tracy Case was. at one time, a part-

ner of Spanlding. They purchased mo-t of their

g'Mids at Huron, .Milan and Vermillion. The further

immediate settlements of this town-hip became much
retarded, and, in fact, we may say, almost entirely

suspended. There were two events operating as

causes—the death of Nathaniel Ledvard. which took
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ZELOTUS BARRETT.

ZELOTUS

was one of the honored ami honorable pioneers of

New London, n man who, from the first to the last

of his long residence iti the community, was ever

identified with good projects, and aided almost every

interest, material or moral, that the jieople around

him had at heart.

He was Wn in Mcndon, Monroe Co., N. Y.,

Feb. 24, 179H, und lived with his parents until the

death of his father, in 1814. Two vears after that

he came to Huron County and settled in Clarksficld,

taking up one hundred acres of land, which is now

owned by his youngest daughter. He added fourteen

hundred acres more to his original purchase, and be-

came one of the largest land-holders in this part of

the county.

April 1, 1821, Mr. Barrett married his first wife,

Miss Betsey Smith, who bore him two children,

—

Philander and Smith Sherman. Philander lives in

Clarksfield, ami Smith Sherman upon the old home-

stead in New Ixindon township. Mr. Barrett's

first wife died in 1839, and he married, in 1840, the

widow of Knoch Newkirk, »<r Miss Mary, daughter

of John Uoorback, of New London. Of this union

were born three children, viz., Betsey Ann, Martha

M., and William A., all of whom are still living;

the last named in Kansas, and the other two in

Huron County.

The following just, and not overdrawn, tribute to

the memory of the late Zelotus Barivtt appeared in

Vol. XI II. of the Firc-Istnd Pioneer, and is from

the pen of Dr. A. D. Skellcnger, of New London,

MRS. MARY B. BARRKTT.

ARBEIT

a man who was well qualified to judge, from many

years' acquaintance

:

" Even as a vouth he served his country in the

war of 1812-1 ">, and long enough to become a pen-

sioner. ... Mr. Barrett was one of the first three

that voted the Abolition ticket in New Loudon.

His life throughout was that of a man of energy and

versatility,—at one time a captain in militia, at

another a banker (the first in New London), at

another the owner of fifteen hundred acres of land,

and for thirty years of his life a money-lender to the

poor, and to those in financial distress. With the ex-

ception of a short time in Huron, and a sojourn of

three and a half years in Milan, he lived for sixty

years in New London, identified in all things with

ite history and progress. He was most of his life

a Methodist, but while living at Milan joined the

Presbyterian Church, with winch lie ever after re-

mainod. He died in his scventv-ninth vcar, re-

gretted by all who knew him, and followed to his

last resting-place by a long concourse of the citizens

among whom he lived."

Mrs. Mary Barrett, widow of the late Zelotus

Barrett, was bom Jan. 29, 1820, in Paoli, Ind., and

removed to Ohio in 1830, her parents settling in

New London, one mile and a half from the village.

As already stated, her maiden name WHS Mary Roor-

back, and when she married Mr. Barrett she was the

widow of Enoch Newkirk, who was a connection of

the famous Daniel Boone. Mrs. Barrett is still liv-

ing in New London,
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place in October, 1815, at the house of Almon Haggles,

at Vermillion; although this event was uot known

to those settling in the second and fourth sections

till after they had reached the end of their journey.

The other cause, a "rumored illegality" of the pur-

chase by Richards of the Douglass estate or claim,

which we will next notice.

COPY OF DEED FliOM NAT. RICHARDS TO DAVID COIT.

"7b all people to tehont them preeenlt *hall come, Greeting:

Know ve, that I, Nathaniel Richards, of the town and county of New
Loadoo, and State of Connecticut, as administrator of the estate of

Nathan Douglass, late of New London, did, by order of the court of pro-

bate for the district of New London, for the consideration of two hun-

dred thirty-eight pounds thirteen shillings. (£23* 13a. Od.) lawful money,
received, to my full satisfaction, of David Colt, of New London, the State

of Connecticut, do give, grant, bargain, sell and confirm, unto the said

David Colt, all the right, title or share, that the said Nath. Richards, as

administrator aforesaid, baa, or ought to hare, in. or to a certain tract

of land lying on or adjoining Lake Erie, which was granted by the gen-

eral assembly of the State of Connecticut, at their session in May. 1791. to

Nathan Douglass and many others: the whole grant being half a million

of acres, the Nathan Douglass proportion of it being about three thousand
one hundred and eighty-two .1. 18*; acres: being the whole of Nathan's

ore or leas. The amount of his, Nathan
' lam, as allowed and ascertained by a committee on the losaes.

being £941 lift as from the record of assembly appears, etc.. etc.,

etc . to hare and to hold the above granted and bargained premises,

with the appurtenances thereof, unto hint, the said David Colt, and his

heirs and assignees forever, to his and their own proper use and behoof.
- • " (as usual to the close).

Is witshw wH«ato», I have hereunto set mv hand and seal the llth

I 1797. Nat. Richards

I in the presence of
,

t Colfax. Opt Richards. f

Neir London county, *,;
New liOMDON. March llth. 1797.

Personally appeared, Nat. Richards, signer and sealer of the fore-

going Instrument, and acknowledged the same to be his free act and
deed before me. Oct RichAnew. Justice of the Peace.

ON THE SAME DAY—COIT TO RICHARDS.

"Know all men hy theee present*. That I, David Colt, of the town and
county uf New L mdon. for dlversgood causes and considerations there-

unto moving, especially fur the sum of £23* ISs. OJ , lawful money, re-

ceived, to my full satisfaction, of Nat. Richards, of New London. In the

county of New London and State of Connecticut, havr remised, released

and forever quit-claimed, ami do. by these presents, forever for myself

such right or title as I. the said David Colt, have or ought to have, in a

certain tract of land lying on or adjoining Lake Erie, which \

by the general assembly of the State of Connecticut, at I

May, 1792, to Nathan Douglass and many others " " • • (The same
I to close as the former one. Executed on March II. ITTtT. and
by the same witnesses, and before the same Justice of the

DECREE OF COURT.

After nearly thirty years the above deed wna de-

clared illegal, and the terriMe effects will he apparent

from the following copy of the record of the court

and their several decrees:

PICKETT LATTIMER TO WILLIAM P. CLEVELAND,
DEED, ETC., ETC.

Tu alt to ifhom thee* presents nhntl come, OimUH0S

Whereas. William P. Cleveland, executor of the estate of James
Lewis, deceased, Charles R, t^-tvlx and George A. Lewis, by said Cleve.

land, and their next friend, heretofore died their bill of complaint in the

Court of Common Pleas of Huron County, sitting as a Court of Chan
eery, against Nathaniel Richards. Benjamin Huntington and Henry
Channing, praying the sale and foreclosure of a claim against lands In

said bill described, as four thousand one hundred an I fifty acres. In the

SKh range, 2nd township, and third section, in the county of Huron, and

two thousand twenty nine acres in 4uth range, end township. 1st section.

amounting in all to six thousand one hundred and eighty 16180} acres;

an<l, whereas, (he said Huntington at a subsequent term of said court

had also tiled his cross-bill of complaint against said Cleveland. Charles

R. and George A Lewis, Nathaniel Richards and Henry Channing, pray-

ing that said lands might be sold, and foreclosed for his benefit and for

the satisfaction of a certain debt owing him fiom said Richards, and
secured on said land: and. whereas, the said court, at their October

locutory decree, ordered the Master Commissioner of said Court, that

by the oaths of Ave freeholders. In said bill mentioned, to cause said

obedience of said decree, and by virtue of decretal to him
,
did cause the following lots of land to tie appraised by the

oaths of freeholders, to wit: lots No. 1, 4, 3, 4, «: south part S, 11, IS,

16, 17. 19. A). 21, 34, 34. la the third section of said town; and lots No.

7; north part of 8, 9: south part of 10, IS, 14. 15; south part 18; north

part IS. 43. were appraised, subject to the rights of settlers thereon,

being In the section aforesaid; and lots In the first section. No. 14. IS, U
17# 18, east i«art of 20, 21, 24, 23, 24, and the west patt of lot No. 30, east

part of No 43, and west part of 45, appraised subject to the rights of

settlers thereon : and that, having made his ri.-i~.rt of his proceedings to

said Court of Common Pleas, and they having Inspected the same, and
being satisfied that said appraisal bad in all respects been conducted
agreeable to said decree, at their August term, A. D., 1844, made a fur

fhur decree in the premises, by which, among other things, it was or-

dered, that the Master Commissioner do proceed and sell said mortgaged
premises, he giving thirty days' notice as Is required by the act regulating

Judgments and executions That he set up each lot separately, and
that so much of said land as has been ' contracted" he shall sell snbject

to said "contracts." and that he report bis proceedings thereon.

And. whereas, I, Pickett Lattltner, Maxter Commissioner as aforesaid,

did In obedience to said decree, and by virtue of a decretal order, ad-

vertise and offer said lands for sale according to the command in

said order; and that having struck off and sold all the right and title of

Nathaniel Richards In ami to the following land, to William P. Cleveland,

who bid by his agent. Eben Newton, and was the highest bidder, to wit:

Ab of .Vo. of At ptr Amoh tit- .Vo of Xo.of At j>er Amount
lot - acre*. acre. inu to. lot. acre* acre. ing to.

1 ., M04. 81.754. ..$194.17 ML... .1*74.. .$ »l . .$176.64

a..,...in . *i y4 . 131.M4 17 - 1574 . . 1S34. . 209 994
3 ,., 16A4 834 137 77 19 .1654.. . 1.00 . . 193 30

4.... 165V,. . 1 334 240.64 30 ... . l«7»4

.

1.00 . .. 167 75

« let . l.ao . 254.011 .1*04 . 8S4

.

. 138.604

8 , . 60 . 4 no 140.00 *>> .147 . LIT . . 1SJ 69

11 ,., 16*4 •»4. .. 114 30 24 .1714 91 . 136 08

W 160 . . 1.90 . 240 00 ».... 1734 - 834 144 4»4

situated In sa d third «

Lot 7. .15* $360HI Lot 14. .1694 . $136 72

8. 107 439 31 " 15. .1734.. 143 64
" 9 .1664 . . 314 83 3. pt. 16 . 834. .. 39.11
" 10. 864. 94.94 N. pt. 1M

.
*3l«.. 80.15

Gore 13.. 1691*.. . 133.75 Lot 23 .169l
4 .. 180.57

situated in third section subject to the rigbts of those having contract

for the same

So. of No. of .4f/*r
ocre.

4lNMIItt .Vo. of
tot.

Ao. of
oo.w

Atper
acre

Jmoiinr
tot, octet. itvj to. (no to.

14 1!U . .fl.lt . Slits 90 H . •1.17 . .1106.47

15,. 15 •
. 1" i- .. n* 3i 21 1794 1 334. . *«t9 .344

14 1741, 1 444 445 91 22 i«»4 1.444 241.534

17 1634 1.444. 434 M 23... .1714.. 1.454 214.914

18 ... I«.«i t 414 40s M «4 I7.»4 I.4XJ4- |*i ,1-

137.77

situated in said first section

E. p-t25f
ljH^ .$175.33 W.p"t23 $116 664

situated In said first section subject to rigbts of those having contracts

therefor; and having leported my proceedings thereon, and said Court

having at their October term. 1844. inspected said report, and being sat-

isfied that said sale had, In all respects, been conducted In conformity to

said decree,—Ordered that the Master Commissioner make, execute and
deliver to said Wm. P. Cleveland a deed, conveying to him all the right

and title or said Nathaniel to the aliore dc«crilied land sul.Ject to the

rights aforesaid:

Now, therefore, I, Pickett Lattiim-r. Master Commissioner as afore-

said, by virtue of said decretal order, and for and In consideration of

$*l.9>»<*3, received, to my Tull satisfaction, of William P. Cleveland, do
grant, baryaln and sell to the said William P. Cleveland, all the right and
title of said Nathaniel Richard* in and t.. the af -resaid lots of laud situ

ated In the lirst and third sections of New London, and In the county of

Huron, subject to the right of those holding "contracts thereof, he the

Siime m.-re or le«s: to have and to hold theabove granted and bargained

premises to his own pro|>er use and behoof In as full and perfect a

manner a* I could, by virtue of the authority aforesaid, convey the same.
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In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto eel my hand mid seal this IHtli day
of March. In the year of our Lord one thousand elglh hundred and
twenty five.

Signed, sealed and acknowledged. 1 Pickett Lattimeh.
and delivered In the presence of Unittr Commiuionrr

Acknowledged before Enoa Gilbert. Justice of the Peace.

Received for record May SIM, ll*»; recorded June '.'Ist, ISS5.

ICMABOI) MlMIUL, Rtcnrtitr,

[Copied by A. D Skellenger from the Itevonl of Deeds, pages 379 an I

880. April 25. IffiHj

It was by the above decree that John Miller, Sr.,

who was a son of a daughter of Nathan Douglass,

dune, in 18'35, in possession of several thousand acres

of land in New London township, making him the

wealthiest person in the township, as he was also the

most respected.

Below is a list of a few deeds given for land in the

third section, with the date of the transfer and the

names of the parties and the number of lot and num-

ber of acres:

By decree of court to Solomon Hubbard, lot 5, ITS acre*, 1*K

By decree of court to Hiram Blackman, lot 1». ski, acrei. Oct. 3. 18*.'.

Simeon Blackman to Solomon Hubbard. X. E. corner lot 10. lOacres. Apr.

10.1SW.

Simeon Blackman to Ariel PUIey. N. pt lot 10. 1*4 acre*, Apr JO. 1W4.

Heir» of James Lewis to Henry Anderson, one half of lot IS, one-half of

1664 acres. April 1, ISM,

Heirs of James Lewi* to Hosea Townsend, one-half of lot 'ii, lM^i acre*

April 1, 1H41.

Heirs of Natban Douglass to Ariel Ptxley, S. half lot in. **H acres, July

10, isa».

Heirs of Nathan Douflaas to John Hooker. W part lot 17, 30 acres. July

if, 1KW.

Heir* of Nathan Douglass to William Sweet, lot 15, 1734 acres, March. I,

1S31

William Sweet to Abram Prosser, lot Id, 1 acre, July 11, 1831.

William Sweet to Abram Prosser, lot 15, 173 acres, July 11, 1*31

Heirs of Nathan Douelas* to Pickett I-sttimore, lot* 1, 4 a 4, «T-*»4 acres,

Junstf, 1S30

Heirs of Nathan Douglass to Philo T. Porter, N pi lot \ 101 acres, Oct.

« ISM,

H is of Nathan Douglaas to Jos. B. Ilrackenhnrg, E. p t lot ftf.TKt* acres.

May is. am.
Hrsof Nathan Doi.gla.sto Harris Peek, part lot U.S7 a«r«-s. May i. 1*J9

Hrs of Nathan Douglass to Wm C Spaulding, part lot 7. VI acres, June

7. MB.
Jos B. Brackenhurg to Hosea Townsend, p t lot acres. June »». mi.
Heirs of Nathan Douglass to John Harmotid, N W. ,wrl lot 11. 55 acres,

June 5. Ml.
H rs of Nat n Douglass to J. W and B Parks, S- W p t lot II, 134 71-100

H.-ITB. Oct 1, 1*31.

H rs of Nat'n Douglass to <{»-o Minor, E p't I'd 17. 56 acres. Dec. I, 1*3*.

H'rs of Nut'n Douglass to l-svu' P. Caw. S, p't lot 11. sw4 acre*, July II.

IKtW

John Miller to Tracy Cas^ N. part lot If sit, acres. March II. 1*33

John Miller to Tracy Case, part lot rt, *.'i»acr-., March 11, 1*33

The <|tie*tion of title dispo*ed of. New Loudon now

rapidly settled.

John, Archibald, and Truman Mates, and sister,

Charity (Mrs. Phillip Sworthuut), first settled on the

town line road in the fourth section about \SW.

Alexander McConnell ami wife, and family—.!. C,
J. A., Martha, and William, tame to New London in

1831; settled on lots number seventeen and eighteen,

first section. The lot had Ufii occupied by one

Odell before McConnell bought it. J. A. and .1. C.

are dead. William now live- on loi number eighteen;

married M. A. Roorback in 1S4«». ttn<1 W the father of

Mary (Mr*. Carvey), Alexander K., J. F.,and A. E.

Mr. William McConnell is among the l>e*t men of the

towu-liip. having filled several oHiccs.

Elisha Noble and family came and settled on lot

number fifteen, first section. Died 1830, or, as his

son and others say, was murdered by Dr. McMillen,

of Clarkstield, who amputated his leg and did not

ligate the artery, and he bled to death.

RoU'it Gordon came in 1831: was one of the organ-

izers of the First Free Will Baptist Church in 1833.

Settled on lot number twenty-two, second section.

Loekwood and Chimney Shaw, in 1834, settled on lot

number four, second section. Davit! Rumsey on lot

number nineteen, second section, in 1835. George

Rumsey came in 1837, ami John Hosmer in 1835,

settling on lot number twenty-five, secoud section.

John Hofstatter settled on lot number fifteen, second

section, in 1844. Captain Henry King came in 1839,

and his family in 1840. 1$. L. Mead, iu 1843, locat-

ing on lot number twenty-four, fourth section. N.

Rnnyan. in 1830; J. Bradley, 1839; Stephen Kil-

burn, in 1840, and many more about this time. Dyer

Barrett, in 1835, lot seventeen, in second section;

Daniel Hemenway, in 1835, settling on lot twenty-

three, section first.

Mrs. John Wanzer Hendryx hung herself in 1834.

ORGANIZATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

The township of New Lindon was organized in

1817, and the first election was held at the house of

Mr. William Sweet, on the first Monday in April.

William Sweet, Isaac P. Case and Solomon Iluhhard

were trustees; Sherman Smith was township clerk;

Hosea Townsend and B. Crampton were appraisers;

Philo T. Porter was constable, and H. Townsend

acted as lister. Mr. I. P. Case was made a justice

of the peace, and tradition has it that he was elected

at an election held in Florence, ami he wae elected

unanimously, by one cote, ami that unanimity was cast

by Solomon Hubbard. But Mr. II. Townsnd says such

a notion is only fiction, and, of course, untrue. The
early records of the township were burned, with all

the furniture in the house, at the time Sherman

Smith and brother's house was burned, in 1818 or '10,

and the want of any record compels us to say we do

not know who was elected in the spring of 1818. It

is conceded there was no fall election in 1817. The
first State elect iou was held in 1818, and the poll book

shows (went// votes, which at the ratio now given for

1m>vs, girls, ami women, (and many of the early pio-

neers had large families of boy- and girls) would give

the town somewhere from sixty to one hundred

inhabitant-.

Mr. Hosea Townsend furnishes, as a record made
by his wife, the following correct list of a few of the

earlier marriages, with the dales, and by whom the

interesting and solemn hymeneal knots were tied:

Ira Blackman to Loviua Smith, daughter of Nathan

Smith. October 40, 1810, by K. Spriigue, of Florence,

justice of the peace: Town Clark to Philotha Case.

December 40, 1810. by the -ame justice of the peace;

Nathan Canada to Hannah Van Den-en, March 17.

|

1817. by David Abbott, justice of the peace: Nor-
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ton to Cynthia Post, of Clarksficld, October 14. 1818.

by Isaac P. Case, justice of the peace: Enos Smith to

Sally Sampson, January 5. 1819, by I. P. Case, justice

of the peace; Francis Keyes to Mrs. Elizabeth Scrib-

ner, July — . 1819. by I. P. Case, justice of the peace;

Mr. Upson Clark to Sally Day, daughter of Dr.

Samuel Day, December 28, 1K19, by I. P. Case, jus-

tice of the peace: Peter Kinsley to Lydia Merritield,

March 13, 1820; John Hooker to Laura Anderson,

March 28, 1820, by Isaac P. Case; Hosea Townsend
to Miss Sophia Case, March 25, 1821, by I. P. Case,

justice of the peace; Jobn Day to Miss Polly Corey,

December 16, 1817, by Esquire Ralston, of Richland

county, at nnclc A. Hcndryx's, in Haneytown, now
Savannah.

FIRST EVENTS'.

The first birth occurred on the 29th day of Febru-

ary, 1810. Unto John Hendryx's wife was Sorn a

son. It died, of what, we know not, having lived

only a few months. No name.

Mrs. Eunico Knapp, daughter of I. P. Case, born

August 10, 1817, is the oldest person born in the

township and living in the village.

Mr. Joseph B., son of Solomon Hubbard, born

August 27, 1817, is the oldest male born in New
London.

The first adult death was that of Mrs. Francis

Keyes, who died of consumption in May, 1810, and

was buried on their own lot, near John King's or-

chard. Mrs. Polly Day, daughter of John Corryand

wife of John Day, died in the autumn of 1820, and

was buried on her father's farm, being the tirst buried

in the village cemetery.

The first house erected was by Abner Oreen, on lot

number ten, third section, February, 1815, and the

first frame house by Hosea Townsend on lot number
twenty-three, third section. The first frame barn

was built by I. P. Case, and the first log *tore (a

building 24x30) in 1818, on his place. The first

frame store was William C. Spaulding's, on lot num-
ber seven, third section. The - first boy born in a

frame house in the town was Ira Townsend.

The first corn was raised by Abner Green, and the

first wheat carried to mill was by -Hosea Townsend,
to Uniontown, now Ashland. The first Hour and
meal was obtained at Florence.

The first manufacturer of boots and shoes was I.

P. Case, in 1815. The first black salts or potash was

made by Josiah Day and his father, Dr. Samuel Day.

The first orchards from the seeds were planted by H.
Townsend, William Sweet, John Corry, and Francis

Keyes, in 1820 and '22. The first grist mill was put

up by Captain William Blackmail in 1826, and was a

small concern—two sand-stones turned by hand. The
first brick building was erected in the fall of 1*05 and
in the summer of 1800. Was used bv Thomas Smith
as a cellar. The Masonic Hall was built the fol-

lowing year. The first brick store was built by C.

W. Gregory in the village in 186C. The first brick

47

block of stores was built by Z. Barritt in 1807. The

;
first quarrel or fight was between Dan Higgins and I.

J. Webber. Webber knocked the wind out of Hig-

gins, but he recovered. The first man killed at a

raising was Simeon Munson, in 1828. The first arrest

for forgery was one Bailey, and he was acquitted by

proving he could not write. Peter Kinsley had a

fight with R. Bailey, and Peter was the first to go to

jail: nothing serious. The tirst hotel was kept by-

Peter Kinsley, a double log house with many addi-

tions; he also used it as a store. The first frame hotel

was kept by Henry King in 1840. The tirst brick

hotel was erected by J. A. and J. C. McConnell in

1809-70, and tirst kept by M. Hotter. The first

township clerk wus Sherman Smith, in 1817. The
first justice of the peace was Isaac P. Case, from

1818 to 1851. The first mill of any magnitude was

erected by John Bates; was moved into the village

by Peter Kinsley and J. S. Merritield in 1833, and
was knowu as the "horse mill." In 1838-9 we had

in Ohio the first and greatest drouth, the streams

becoming dried up. It was then the wisdom of the
•' horse mill " investment became mimifest. The mill

ran day and night, Sunday not excepted. The tirst

importation of blooded cattle from southern Ohio

was by John Miller, in 1835, and were descendants of

the English importation of Durhams in 1817. The
tirst saw mill was built by I. P. Case, the second one

by John Miller, in 1820, and the third by Robinson,

in 1834. The first steam saw mill was built by T.

B. Hemenway in 1857; the tirst steam grist mill was

built by 0. O. Remington in 1801-2. The tirst rail-

{

road was the Cleveland. Columbus and Indianapolis,

afterward the Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati and

I
Indianapolis, in 1850.

The first road opened was the Read, a military road

from the south side of the county to the lake on the

west line of New Loudon, in 1812. The second road

was for the passage of the army of (Jencral Wm. 11.

Harrison's division, 1814, through the northeast cor-

ner of the township. The first road made by the

pioneers was what is known as the Clarksficld road to

Ruggles, commenced 1816.

The first mail matter was obtained at Huron, Judge

Jal>ez Wright, postmaster, Dr. Richard P. Christo-

pher keeping the office for the judge. The next was

obtained at Norwalk. The first mail route was from

Tiffin to New London—a man in southern Ohio tak-

ing the contract for carrying the mail, but mistaking

New London for London in the central part of the

State, he gave up his contract, and it was then car-

ried by Squirt* Palmer, of Fitchville, from Fitehville

to Tiffin and back, once a week; and by Tracy Case

and Hosea Townsend from Fitchville to the office of

I. P. ('use, (nfstmaster. for the revenue of the office.

This was under J. Q. Adams' administration. Under
Jackson's administration Peter Kinsley officiated as

postmaster at "Kinsley Corners," or Merrifield's Set-

tlement. The first route through the township was

from Florenre to Uniontown, or Ashland; contractor,
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Dr. George Baker; tarried by Paul Lebo. and others.

There is a dispute as to who kept the first post office,

some say Peter Kinsley, and others T. Case, and some

I. P. Case. Probably one got it away from the other.

Robert Vau Vraitken is postmaster in 187!).

The first school house was in the third section, on

lot number.thirteen, in 18H>, and Miss Sophia Case,

daughter of L P. Case, was the first teacher, and had

fifteen scholars. The first school house in the fourth

section, or in the village, was on lot two. a little

north of B. B. Mead's residence, and Peter Kinsley

taught the first school in 1S18: he had about twenty

pupils. There are now in the village three buildings

for schools, and in the township five, and four joint

sub-districts. The village and township, by act of

legislature in March, lST'J, constituted all the terri-

tory into a special New London school district.

MKTHO I) IsT EPISCOPAL < HIRIU.

The first religious organization was in the log

school house where Miss Sophia Case was teaching;

organized by Mr. James Haney, in 181 fi, a Methodist

from Savannah (then known as Hanevtown). Mr.

Haney had altout thirty listeners. Probably this was

the first class, and from which, as a nucleus, the

Methodist Church sprang. The north branch of it

erected a brick church in 1ST5-G: the south branch

erected a "wood-meeting*' house in 1845. and has

now about one hundred and thirty-five members. At
the present time the Methodist Episcopal society of

the village are at work on the foundation for a brick

church edifice, seventy-six by seventy-five feet, with

tower and bell. Samuel Doud. Mr. Joseph Hemeu-
way and Rev. W. L, Phillips are the building com-

mittee, May, 18?!).

THE HAITI ST (TltlK'H

was organized in 1S18, in the Peter Kinsley school

house. Eldei French was their first preacher. Among
the first members are mentioned Joseph Merrifield

and wife. Deacon Isaac Sampson and wife, John Corry

and wife, Ezekiel Sampson and wife. Thomas and

John Ilendryx and their wives. Win. Merrifield and

wife, Richard Bailey and wife, and several of the

younger mothers of the above families, making in all

some twenty or twenty-five meinWs. This church

has always kept up its organization, though, for the

Med of members and funds, much of the time they

have not l>cen able to pay regular preachers. Their

building in the village wa* raised in 1844, but not

completed for some time afterward. In 1820. many

of the members went off to the Disciple Chnrch. I

and from 1831 to 1834, joined the popular religions

revival of the hatter Day Saints, or Mormou emi- I

grants. Rev. P. P. Hali preached to them many

year-. Rev. J. M. Davics is now their pastor.

THE MORMONS.

The first meeting house or temple of worship

erected and dedicated was in the year ls-»!» or "30, It

I

was an immense log structure located on the south

side of the highway, between II. Towusend aud J.

Hookers. Among its early members were Elder Rig-

, don. Elder Benj. B. Braekenbury and wives, Dan.

Higius, Thos. Ilendryx, Francis Keyes and family,

I the Reeds, the Stevens and many others, their mem-
bership reaching nearly one hundred. For several

years they had many converts, baptising by immer-

sion as many as eight and ten on many Sabbaths in

succession. Their meetings were largely attended,

aud the worship as sincere as any professed followers

of Christ in the town. Like the early disciples, their

property was mostly in common. There was no

polygamy! But persecution and a desire to inherit

the promised land induced them to emigrate west in

1834. Many remained Miiud.

FREE WILL BAPTISTS.

The next church building and society to l>e noticed,

is "The first Free Will Baptist Church of New-

London. " It was organized in the spring of 1833.

by Elder Thomas Carlton.

The first members of this ehurch were twelve in

nnmber, as follows: Mr. Robert (Jordon, Jr., Lorenzo

I

Tainter and mother. Johu M. Ilendryx and wife, L.

H. Noble. Parley Pease ami wife, and Miss L. Pease

(a daughter). Ed. II. Gordon. Rufus Monger and

Thomas Sheldon. The building was a very large log

structure on lot number seventeen, second section.

It took the name of the "Old Abbey;" as a society;

it flourished, and appeared to do great good. In

1842, the membership numbered one hundred and

two. As a Baptist church, it was different from the

Latter Day Saints, though '.oming on immediately

after, and like them, drew an immensely large con-

gregation. On one Sabbath, in the winter, in the

creek near H. D. Barrett's, in a hole in the ice, the

preacher baptized thirty-five, aud, I am told by Mr.

H. D. Barrett, he would have-staid and immersed as

many more, if they had come forward. But. like

: most emotional bodies, it, like the Mormons, has

now almost passed from the organizations of the

township. A few of the members belong to a branch

in Rochester, and others, like sheep without a shep-

herd, have no church fellowship. The organization

died in 1857.

THE CHIOS CHURCH OK MEETING IIOtSE

was erected on lot number ten. northeast corner, in

18r>3-8; among the early organizer" were A. Johnson,

Butt- and II. Hubbard: some were Univeralists, or

restorationist-. Free Will Baptist*. United Brethren.

Ad\enti>t-: and any religionist of a moral character,

when not previously engaged, could preach in the

Union Church. Many excellent men have occupied

the pulpit. About four or five years ago. the Lord

truck by his mighty fluid—electricity.—and tore out

the went end. and shattered the pulpit, but it is now

repaired, and used by any and all religionists, when

not engaged.
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OTHER CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS.

The Disciples organized about L863, but did not

continue.

The Congregational ists organized about 1867 or 8,

but could not support a preacher, and now hold no

meetings.

The Catholics organized about 1850, and have

'regular worship once in about two weeks. The
church building is on High street. Father Galvan

is priest at present.

ODD FELLOWS.

New London Lodge, No. C15, I. 0. 0. F. was

instituted in the village of New London. July 14,

1875, by Most Worthy Past Grand Master, A. C.

Deuel. The charter members were: N. II. Under'

hill, A. Zuber. H. D. Chapin, W. R. Brundage, A. E.

Bennington, P. H. Hoag, Dorr Twaddle and A. D.

Skelleuger—eight members. On the tirst evening,

the following were initiated: J. M. Bliss. Elias Cul-

bertson, Preston Palmer and L. L. Brundage. The
first officers were: A. Zuber. N. G. ; A. D. Skelleuger,

V. G.; H. D. Chapin, P. and R. S.; N. H. Under-

bill, P. <;.; W. R. Brundage, treasurer; A. E. Ben-

nington, I. G. For the first three years it held its

meetings in a small room over the First National

Bank, but in July, 1878, the lodge moved into its

present very excellent and commodious rooms in the

south part of Barritt's block, owned by George \V.

Knowlton. Up to the present time, with about

fifty members, they can report no deaths, and no ex-

pulsions. The officers for ls7'.t are: J. M. Bliss, N. G.

;

Elias Culbertson. V. G; R. A. Coats. R. S.; A. D.

Skellenger, P. S. ; A. Zuber, treasurer; E. \V. Mes-

senger, 0. G. ; E. E. Washburn, 1. G.: W. R. Me-

Caleb, P. G.; William Dobson, C; M. D. Stevens,

W.
BANK.

The First National Bank of New London, has a

capital of fifty thousand dollars, and was organized

March 18, 187^. John Hansom, is president, and

M. II. Smith, cashier.

FREE VXD ACCEPTED MASON'S.

Floral Lodge, No. 860, F. and A. M., is a lodge of

many yean growth, having first been instituted in

Fitchville, in 1834. It was moved to New London

in the fall of LS'iU. December 18th. first mei-tim;.

Held meetings, for one year, over the Thomas Smith

store, and the next year completed their present rooms

above the First National Hank building, and their for*

mcr hall. Floral Lodge now number* about one hun-

dred members. Its officers for ls.it are: E. F. Moore,

W. M.j Willis Wood, S. W. : W. E. Minor, J. W.; 0.

K. Washburn, treasurer: <i. W. Ransom, secretary:

L*-roy Thompson. S. D. ; Frank Ames, J. I).: C.

Witt, Tyler; W. L. Phillips, chaplain; C. 11. Church,

S. Get tic, stewards; C. Starhird, Leroy Thompson,
\

J. M. Rawson, finance committee; L. Kilbnrn, J. H.

Beattie, William Wood, grievnnce committee.

New I,ondon Chapter, No. 110, R. A. M., was in-

stituted in the fall of 18G7. Convocations are held

on Friday evenings, in Masonic Hall, on or before

full moon in each month. The present officers are

E. F. Moore, M. E. H. P.; J. EL Beattie, E. K.; A.

E. Peet, E. S.; Willis Wood, C. of II.; W. L. Brick-

ley, P. S.; H. Kester, R. A. C; W. Wood. M. of 3rd

V.; W. E. Minor, M. of 2nd V.: C. H. Church, M.
of 1st V.; C. Starbird, treasurer; G. W. Ransom,

secretary; C Witt. Guard; C. H. Church, W. L.

Brickley, J. II. Beattie, finance committee; J. H.

Jnne. R. Dowman, W. E. Minor, grievance com-

mittee.

THE KXKiHTs OF HONOR.

Welcome Lodge No. 237, New London. Ohio, was

organized February 25, 1870. Charter members and

first officers: II. C. Kilburn, dictator; L. T. Gilbert,

vice dictator; W. W. Minor, assistant dictator; L.

Kilburn, past dictator; G. E. Weber, chaplain; A.

Zulier, guide; W. L. Brickley, guardian; J. F.

Laning, reporter; C. Starbird, financial reporter; D.

R. Sackett, treasurer; D. White, sentinel; G. W.
Andrews, examining physician; and W. E. Minor,

Ira Leggett, W. W. Vangorder, J. H. Beattie and

Chas. H. Church. 0. Starbird, J. H. Beattie, C. EL

Church, first trustees. The lodge now has thirty

members; one death, G. W. Bradley.*

Present officers: Ira Iieggctt, dictator: J. F. Allen,

vice dictator; A. Zuber, assistant dictator; A. Zu!>er,

past dictator: H. C. Kilburn, chaplain: L. T. Gil-

bert, guide; H. G. Skinner, guardian: J. F. Laning,

reporter; C. T. King, financial reporter; D. K.

Sackett. treasurer: C. Starbird, sentinel; G. W. An-

drews, examining physiciau; J. H. Beattie, 0. H.

Church and W. W. Minor, trustees. The lodge

meets in Odd Fellows' Hall on Monday evening every

week.

Til B <i. 4 R. « . OR CONFIDENT] At. X. \. X.

The M. W. (i. Council of G. & R. C. of New Lon-

don. Ohio, was organized at New London, A. D. 1870,

by the M. W. G. L. of the United States. Charter

members and officers: A. D. Skelleuger, L. ; Thomas
Smith, V. L.; H. D. Chapin, U.; G. L. Gregory, S.;

John F. Day. \V\: G. K. Washburn, J. G. : II. G.

Skinner, 0, C..;U. B. Thomas, R.; W. E. Minor. X.;

W. D. Golding. X.; J. M. Bliss, X.; C. C. Post, X.;

W. W. Rediicld, X.X. treasurer. Verv little is com-

prehended by the common citizen regarding the ob-

jects or pur|M>scs of the <I. & R. C. Council. Some
of them have only obtained to tin- degree of " X;

"

some to the standing of " X. X.," while a few have

attained the elevation of "X. X. X." They are re-

ported to be a wry secret order, attending to only

Rrn.il>-> '* l-eiifllt was paiil (»wx> Uiuumiul <tn11ars) to hi*

Mix Pluto Htudl-y. ui Slronifsville. rujahoiis cnuntjr, Ohio.
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their own business. The order, where known, is

regarded as very souud financially, numbering in

New Loudon, about eighty digits or X's. The coun-

cil lias a convocation upon the summons of the L..

V. L., or M. W. G. L. X. X. X. The place and

time can be known only to an X.. X. X.. or X. X.

X. The utmost secrecy obtains regarding the tran-

sactions within the council, but they are susi>ected

and believed to aim at a very high grade of excellency

in character and kuowledge. Stipend, ten dollars

L. X. X. X.

SON'S OF TF.MPEHA XL E. I

The New London Division No. 3, Sons of Temper-

ance, was organized November 15, 1878, with the

following charter members: W. P. Curtis.*, Mrs. W.
P. Curtis*, Mrs. William Mackey, Miss Fanny Haz-

ard, Mrs. Clay, George W. Barns. Mrs. George W.
Barus, M. M. Starr, H. M. Cookingham, O. F. Wal- I

ton, Miss Frank Rowland, Miss Ida Myers. Miss Corn
|

Myres, Mrs. Dr. Starbird. Mrs. O. S. Merritield, and
j

J. F. Allen. The first officers of the division were

as follows: W. P. Curtiss, W. P.; Mrs. 0. S. Merri-

field. W. A.: Miss Fanny Hazard, R. S.;M. M. Starr,

F. S. ; G. W. Barns, treasurer; H. M. Cookingham,

conductor; J. F. Allen, chaplaiu. Division No. 3

now has about forty members, and it.s present officers

—1879—are: M. M. Starr, W. P.: Miss Fanny Haz-

ard, W. A.; William Mackey, chaplain; W. P. Cur-

tiss, treasurer and P. W. A.; Miss Carrie Albaugh,

R. S. : H. M. Cookingham, conductor; N. C. Under-

bill, F. 8.; Cora Myres, assistant conductor; W. B.

King. I. S. : Thomas Ledget, O. S. ; J. F. Allen, D.

P. W. P. This lodge is reported as being very par-

ticular as to who are admitted, as many have been

rejected for cause: a greater number than have been

received. I'tVi, wW
GOOD TEMPLAKS.

The Good Templar.- have had several organizations

at sundry times, but are now di-banded; not, how-

ever, because there was no need of temjH'rance work.

PHYSICIAN'S.

The first physician (if he be so called) was Dr.

Samuel Day in the second section in 1817 or 1818.

He was a botanic, and did some practice by the use of

indigenous plants and herbs. He died December 31,

183'.'.

Dr. Richard P. Christopher, from Huron, came

to the fourth section in 1824. He was an educated

gentleman, a very good, kind and successful practi-

tioner. It is reported of him that he would rind

nurse* and watcher- for his patieuts, and sometimes

he was met with two women, riding his horse through

the RiiL'glc- w 1-. and he. with a pill bag in hand.

on foot night and day. going from four to six miles,

laboring to save those who were very sick. He died

about L&Q, and was buried in the village Cemetery.

ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

But, alas, like too many benefactors of his race, no-

thing marks his resting place.

Dr. Fish was here in 1840; Dr. W. W. Parker in

184*'.: Dr. Ladd about the same time. Dr. Ladd died

in 1852. and Dr. Parker was killed in Iowa about

1808. Dr. A. Starbird came in 1851; was a very

successful physician, and died March 23. 1875. Dr.

0. L. Andrews practiced from 1845 to 1855, and

moved to Ruggles. Dr. G. W. Stetson, from 1851 to

1855. is now preaching the doctrine of the second

coming of Christ, in Pennsylvania. A. D. Skellenger,

M. D., who came in June 23. 1853: A. McClellan,

M. D., in November, 1853; D. D. Van Vechtou,

M. D., in the fall of 185!*; George W. Andrews,

M. D., in 1875. and C. A. Mills, a homeopathic,

187<>, are still practicing in New London.

VILLAGE OF NEW LONDON.

This now very interesting, and important, and rap-

idly increasing town, is situated in the fourth section of

the township, on the Cleveland, Columbus, Cincin-

nati and Indianapolis Railroad, forty-eight miles from

Cleveland, seventeen miles southeast from Norwalk.

sixteen north of Ashland, and eighty-eight northeast

of Columbus.

Among the fir*t settlers have beeu named John

Corry, in 181C; the Sampson's, the Merrirield's. the

Hendryx's, Kinsley's, Dr. Christopher Bates, W. S.

Dewitt. and others. From 1817 to 1822 New London

was called Merritield Settlement; from 1822 to 1837.

Kinsley's Corners: from 1840 to 1853, King's Corners.

In 1850 the Cleveland. Columbus, Cincinnati and In-

dianapolis railroad commenced to run through the

town, and the place grew rapidly. In the fall of

1853, the village, embracing alwut eight hundred

acres of land, was incorporated. The first council

proceedings are recorded for December 3. 1853: R. C.

Powers, mayor; John Thorn, recorder; J. Bradley,

J. F. Badger, A. Starbird, V. King, and A. D.

Kilbiiru, trustees, or couuciluien; A. A. Powers,

marshal; J. O. Merrifield, treasurer. In the years

1854 and 1855, R. C. Powers was re-elected mayor.

In 1850, Henry King: in 1857, E. H. Sanford; in

1858 and 1859, Alexander Porter; in 1800. Daniel II.

Fox; in 1801 and 1802. J. M. Raw son : in 1803, Elihu

Robinson; in 1SH4, J. M. Rawson; in 1805 and 1800,

Alexander Porter: in 1807. L. Kilburu; in 1808, R.

C. Powers; in lsO'.i, J. M. Rawson; in 1870, 1871,

1874 and 1873, A. D. Skellenger: in 1874 and 1875,

R. C. Poweis; and in 1870. 1877, 1878 and 1879, A.

D. Skellenger. In the fall of 1854. unto A. D. Skel-

lenger was awarded the first contract to bnild one

hundred and sixty rods of oak side walk, the lumber

and work to be furnished by said Skellenger, for the

sum of two hundred and fifty dollars. Iu 1851 the

village suffered from it- first serious fire: and again in

1872. November 17th. property to the value of forty

to fifty thousand dollars wa- destroyed.

The "Gregory House." and what i- known as the

Union block, on the northeast corner of Rochester and
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The subject <>f this brief biographical sketch was born in

Genoa, Cayuga Co., N. Y., June 28, 1823. His father, Silas

J. Skellenger, was born at Liltlo Egg Harbor, N. J., Feb.
3, 1784. Ho was a man of great energy and derision of
character. Was a carpenter and ship-joiner by trade. Served
five years as an apprentice with his brother-in-law, Gideon
Moorehousc, in Ludlowville, Tompkins Co., N. Y. In 1805
he married Deborah Close. daughter of Deacon Benjamin Close,

of Genoa, by whom he had two daughters,—Hannnh (Mrs.
George Kellogg, whose children live near Reodsburg, in Wis-
consin) and Sarah |Mrs. Rev. James Suxhy, whose children
live in Iowa). Deborah died in 1815, and for his second wife
(the mother of Dr. Skellenger) he married Mary King,
daughter of Benjamin King, of Genoa, Dec. 19, 1818. who
was born Nov. L 1790, at Sag Harbor, Long Island, N. Y.,
and who, with her father's family, came to Genoa about
1800.

Thcro were born of this marriage: Mary K. (Mrs. A. H.
Messenger), Anson D., Samuel B., who died in Yates, Orleans
Co., N. Y., November, 1847, Emeline A. (Mrs. W. W. Ful-
ler, of Illinois, who died Sept. 15, 1874), and Silas J., who
died Feb. 24, 18'17, in New London, Ohio. His father and
family moved to Yates, Orleans Co., N. Y., November, 1834,

and died May 20, 1835. His mother then had the care of Bvo
young children, the youngest, Silas J., being only three years of
age. She managed, by much hard toil, great frugality, un-
tiring industrv, and extreme economy, to support and educate,

them all until they could care for themselves. Dec. 1, 1812,
she married A. Wlnogar, who died April 8, 1K53, and Mrs.
Mary Winegar died in New London, Ohio, Nov. 11, 1878.

Dr. Skollcnger acquired tho habit of reading when a small
boy from the standing injunction of his father, which was,
" If you are tired and need rest, take a book in your hand and
study," and his habits of industry and economy from the

daily life of his mother. After acquiring a common-school
education, his love for study led him, by the etFects of his own
labor on a farm, and the savings of wages as a teacher (for

he began to teach winter schools when seventeen years of
ago), to study at flaines and Yates Academies, and' Brock-

et Collegiate Institute.

June 12, 1844, he married Miss Harriet I. Guild, of
Albany, then of Lyndoiivillo, N. Y. Shodiod June 11, 1818,

leaving a daughter, Sarah K., now living in New London.
After the death of his wifo he resumed his studies, par-

ticularly medicine, with Dr. (afterward Prof.) L. C. Dolley,

of Rochester, N. Y. March G, 1850, he graduated with the

honors of his class at the Eclectic Medical Institute of Cin-

cinnati. During the season of 1850 he was a iwirtncr of Prof.

W. W. Iladley, M.D., in the practice or medicine and
surgery, in the city of Rochester, N. Y. During tho winter

of i850-i>l tho fame of Prof. Aekley as a surgeon caused him
to attend the Medical College in the city of Cleveland, Ohio.

In 1851, 1862, and 1853 he practiced in Ruggles, Ashland

Co., Ohio. Upon his thirtieth birthday, June 23, 1853, ho

removed to New London, where he still reside*.

In the fall of 1874, attracted by the fame of Dr. D. W.
Yandell and his colleagues, of the Medical Department of

the University of Louisville, Ky., he attended lectures at that

institution and the City Hospital. Surgery, for the past

twonty-flvo years, has been his favorite practice, though not

neglecting the other branches of his chosen profession. He is

considered a peer in surgery in Huron County by the mem-
bers of the profession. For his second wife he married, Sept.

25, 1854, in Buffalo, Mrs. Sarah Jane Bclding, daughter of

(Honest) Joseph Washburn, of Fitehvillo, Ohio, with whom
he still happily lives. They have no children.

He has been honored by his neighbors with several offices,—

twice township clerk, recorder, and councilman in the village.

In 18C2-C3 was assistant assessor of United States internal

revenue. Aug. 14, 18fit>, he was appointed a delegate to the

National Peace Convention at Philadelphia, and in 1872 an

alternate delegate to the Baltimore Convention which nomi-
nated Horace Oreclcy for the Presidency. For many years

he was an active member of the Whig and Republican

parties; frequently a delegate to tho county, district, and State

conventions. Being naturally conservative, he, in 18H7, as-

sociated himself politically with the Democrats. Has often

been a candidate for county office; member of the House of

Representatives; twice candidate for probate judge; a justice

of the pSUM from 1876 to 1879, and is now (1879) in his eighth

year as mayor of New London. He never sought office;

he bclieves in the maxim, " The office should find tho man,
and not the man the office." Among his neighbors he is

not a politician. There are three things in his political

creed,

—

more integrity, more inilu*lry, and more economy; and
three that should never be in jKililics

—

religion, education, and
money. He is a lover of good society and good government.

In business the doctor is energetic, to the poor sympathetic,

and over ready to aid the needy as far as his duty leads. He
is regarded as'modest, honest, kind, and capable.
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Clarksfield streets, was erected by C. W. Gregory,

A. Porter, A. MeClellau and R. C. and A. A. Powers,

in the year 1873. The town hall block was com-

menced in the full of 1807. by Union White. White

died November, 1867. The block was put up in

1868 by A. White, L L. Doud, and the trustees

—

Jesse Perkins, A. Miner and L. D. King—of the

township, at a cost of eighteen thousand five hundred

dollars. C. E. Healy first manufactured steam

engines in New Loudon, in 1871. Mr. D. J. C.

Arnold is also now making steam engines. W. P.

Curtis! and Brother are making tubs, pails and

wooden ware; George W. Runyan is the editor and

publisher of Xew London Record; T. B. Hemenway is

• planing, matching and sawing lumber; W. W. Van-

gorder erected his block in 1869, and is a dealer and

manufacturer of cabinet ware and furniture; A.

W. Carl is in the same business; L. W. Breck, first

harness and saddler, in 1842, and still carrying on

the business; John Wells and John E. Wells, and R.

Hazard are in the same business; the drug business

is represented by B. F. and C. Starbird; Dr. A.

McClellan and L. W. Brickley; hardware—Washburn
and Skinner, in their block, erected in 1875; E. H.

Curtiss is now the photographer. The first cheese

factory was erected and run by L. D. King, in the

year 1863.

The first cheese depot was established by John
Rawson, in 1876, and in 1878 there were handled by

him in it over seven hundred thousand pounds of

cheese. The first window sash, door and blinds

manufactory was established in 1853, by M. Houghton
and J. F. Badger; L. Bonney and A. Zuber are now
manufacturing wagons and carriages on Fitehvillc

street, and have been for several years; Robert Fulton

and Albaugh, and A. W. Long and Davis are in the

marble and monument business; H. Palmer, R. S.

Giles, S. J. McCready. J. Middleswaith, T. Wood, A.

H. Messinger, A. C. Kimball, grocers; A. D. Sackett,

B. M. Spaulding and F. J. Peck, restaurants; Clms.

H. Church, forwarder; A. White, Miner Brothers,

merchants; D. R. Sackett, cigar manufacturer; W.
D. Golding and 0. G. Carter, jewellers; Beattie and

Laning, and R. C. Powers, lawyers; Powers. Laning
and T. Case, justices of the |>cuce; W. E. Minor,

township clerk; G. E. Washburn, treasurer; Phil.

Mann, St. James, S. Upson, of the Gregory
1

House,

and A. D. Skelleuger, of the Skellenger House, hotel

keepers; Cy. King and J. M. Rawson, dentists; J.

M. Runyan, M. C'ookingham, Geo. W. Knowlton and

J. H. June, boot and shoe business; Dr. H. Enter
Homeo; H. Motter, J. R. Soules and A. D. Skelleu-

ger. livery business; A. Hendryx, J. Fry and W.
Taylor, blacksmiths: S. P. North, architect: J. Thorn,

James Thorn. Hearscy. Flint, R. A. Coats, Markham.
Zarker are carpenters: J. Laning. J. A. Turner,

James Rawson. J. C. Beattie. C. Hazard and C.

Hotchkiss, brick and stone masons: William Mackey
and William Dobsou, meat market; L. T. Gilbert,

flouring mill.

Present village officers: A. D. Skellenger, mayor;

C. A. Mills, clerk: John King, John Middles warth,

C. King, E. F. Moore, B. B. Mead, J. F. Laning,

councilmen: M. B. Runyan, marshal; C. Starbird,

treasurer; Henry Messenger, street commissioner.

The population of the village is estimated at twelve

hundred.

A brief notice of a few of the residents of New
London:

Samuel Doud (son of Solomon Doud, who died

March, 1849) was born May 29. 1813; came to Green-

wich in 1822. and to New London 1866; lives on lot

number six, fourth section.

Win. McConnell (son of Alex. McConnell) came to

New London 1831; married M. A. Roorback 1840; is

the father of Mary (Mrs. Carvey), A. K., J. F. and
A. E., and now lives on lot number eighteen, first

section.

G. E. Washburn, township treasurer, came to the

village in 1865 (son of Walter Washburn, of Fitch-

ville), and is of the firm of Washburn & Skinner; a

reliable man.

Stephen W. Gates (son of Win, Gates) was born in

Duanesburgh, New York, December 29, 1$15; came
to the second section with his father's family; settled,

aud now lives on lot number uiueteen, samo section.

Married a daughter of H. Townsend—Sarah—now
dead, and for second wife Mrs. L. Bolville; is the

father of Ella E.. bornJanuury 6, 1837.

Chester McClave (son of James McClave. who died

in Michigan, 1867.) came to the first section, lot

numlwr one. in May, 1832. Chester was born Deeem-

19, 1825: married a daughter of Rolnrt White, No-

vember 13. 1856; is the father of Ida. born November
23, 1858. and Charles, born June 21, 1859.

O. G. Remington was born in New York, May 28,

1823; married Miss Fay, of Brousou. July 12, 1846;

came to New London about 1866; erected the first

steam grist mill in 1861-2, and a brick dwelling on

Fitchville street, coiner of Grant, in 1867. B. F.

Remington, a son. was bom June 6, 1848.

A. S. Johnson (son of Win. Johnson) was born

March 29. 1829; married Miss Philotha Townsend,

daughter of Hosea Townsend, Scpteml>er 24. 1856;

came into New Loudon 1835; has several times beeu

township trustee, and member of the village council;

is now vice president of the First National bank.

R. C. Rowers. Esq., son of Isaac Powers, of

Rochester, Windsor county, Vermont, was l>orn

January 23. 1823. and came to New London in Nov-

ember, 1851. He was first elected justice of the-

peace in April, 1856. Having been elected in October

following, to the office of prosecuting attorney of

Huron county, he resigned the office of justice of

peace to take effect January 1. 1857. He rilled the

office of prosecuting attorney for two terms; again

elected justice of the peace in 1864. and has filled it

ever since. He htt been trustee of township, and
township treasurer. In his offices, and in his practice
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of the law, he is regarded ax honest, energetic and

competent,

Lyman Dunks, son of Daniel and Olive Dunks,

was born in East Mention, Monroe county, New

Mr Lyman Dunks.
i

York, February 18, 1812. His father died June

7, 1826, aged fifty-live years. His mother died

September 5, 1854. aged sixty-eight years. Mr. L.

Dunks was married to Almira Williams, November
20, 1833. They were the parents of seven children-
five boys and two girls: Monro';', born February 9,

1837, and was married to Miss Martha Collins, Nov-

ember 1, 1804; Albert, born May 4, ls.j.j, and married

Ellen Russell, March 10. 1805; George \V., born

August 12, 1839, and was married to Adeline Murry,

January 1, 1873; Caroline M., born March 18, 1841,

and died July 23, 1805; Lyman F., born November
28, 1840, and died December 7, 1800, in his fourteenth

year; Mary Sophia, born September 1, 1850, and
married Mr. John J. Leindcuau, January 1. 1874;

John N., born June 22. 1854. and died December 22,

1874. aged twenty years and six months. Mr. and
Mrs. Dunks came to New London from Mendon, in

May. 1S37. They bought out William C. Spaulding.

and vet live on the same farm. Mr. L. Dunks has

been, and now is township trustee; a kind, honest and
respected familv; arc excellent citizen-; beloved by

all.

Henry C. Wa-hburn, son of Henry Washburn, of

Greenwich, came to Sew London in 1850: now lives

on lot number seventeen, fourth section, and is dis-

tingnished as a breeder of thoroughbred short-horn

cattle.

K. K. Townsend. -cm of John Townsend. andgrand-
lon of Ho-.a. married the eldc-r daughter of Samuel
Curtiss, and live* on hi« grandfather's farm.

A. Peck's wife, who is the daughter «>f George
Miner, and granddaughter of A. Miner, of early pio-

neer fame, now lives on lot number seventeen, third

section.

niram W. Townsend, son of Hosea, lives on lot

twenty, first section.

Colonel George Bissell and wife, a daughter of S.

Smith the first town clerk (and now living), resides

on lot number thirteen, third section.

Jesse Perkins, an excellent farmer resides on lot

numlier two, fourth section (see sketch).

C. W. Breck, son of L. W. Breck, lives in the vil-

lage, and is the spicy correspondent of the Norwalk

Chronicle.

Among the more prominent inhabitants, residents

of the township, should be named: B. B. Mead and

Charles King, trustees of township; Captain A. C.

Potter, Ambros Kctchum, A. S. Lilloy, E. H. Day,

0. S. Merrifield, J. R. Sutton, L. S. Foster. Henry

Knowlton, S. S. Knowlton, H. D. Barritt, Bushncl

Post, George W. Font, John King, A. Miner, Walter

Sutfin, Joseph Santley, Johu Cook, George 0. Harry,

1. L. Waterhouse, Leonard Golding; George Legget

and Sons, brick and tile manufacturers; C. F. Barry,

E. P. Barney, Ira Liggitt, S. Kilburn, C. Denham,
Alexander Gibb, D. N. Bradley, George Jenney, E.

G. Day, Amos Darbey, Z. Brundage, II. Park, Wil-

liam Wood and A. W. Pnrdy.

Biographical Sketches.

ISAAC P. AND TRACY CASK.

Isaac P. Case and Eunice, his wife, a daughter of

Zawheus Tracy, both of New York State, were the

parents of four children previous to their emigration

to Ohio, viz: Sophia, Philotha, Kliza and Tracy. The
latter, the subject of this sketch, was born in the town

of Seneca, Ontario county, New York, August 13,

1800. He came to Ohio, when one year old, with his

parents. They first located in Cincinnati about 1807,

and from there went into Champaign county. They

were not satisfied with this location, and soon after

arriving there removed to Mauniee City, whieh place

they were obliged to flee from tVeau-e of the Indians.

Isaac P. Case, when the war of 1812 broke out.

went into the army as life major, and served until

peace was re-tored. when he returned to Champaign

county, whither his famil v hud again gone. He came

(0 Huron county in 1815 and purchased one hundred

and sixtv acres of land in New London, which roat

him two dollar* per acre. His home was then in the

midst of the forest, whieh he gradually cleared away,

his son assisting him after he liccamc old enough. It

was here that his daughter Kunicc was born, about

three Vear- after his settlement.

Digitized by Google



HISTORY OF HURON AND ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO. 375

Mr. Case was, during the whole of hi* long career,

one of the most prominent men in the work of de-

veloping the resources of the country, and was always

actively engaged in some labor to advance the inter-

ests of the community. Some idea of the respect

that was entertained for him by the people among
whom he dwelt may be obtained from the fact that he

was the first justice of the peace elected in the town-

ship of New Loudon, and that he held the office for

thirty-live years. He was the first postmaster in the

village and his son the second, each of them holding

the office about four years. He died in 1851.

Tracy Case was married June 1, 1 8*^8. to Emeline,

daughter of John Knapp, and they became the par-

ents of three children, one son and two daughters:

Lorinda, Eli/.a and Isaac P., two of whom are still liv-

ing. The oldest daughter died in 1854. Isaac P.,

the son of Tracy Case, was married in 1852 to Mary

L. Sutfin, and Eliza was married in 1850 to Stewart

Parker, and moved to Michigan.

Tracy Case married hi* second wifo, Mrs. Augusta

M. Stewart, January 24, 1879.

Mr. Case has held the office of justice of the peace,

has been twice elected tow nship trustee, and has also

held the office of township clerk. He has been a

practitioner of medicine since 1841, ten years of the

time elapsing since that date having been spent in

Charlotte, Michigan.

The family of which he is a representative was the

second in New London. As such it is identified in an

important manner with the history and growth of

this community, and various facts in regard to the

father and son will be found in the chapter devoted

to New London.

JESSE PERKINS,

of New London, the son of Hoel Perkins, an early

settler, has been long and favorably known as a resi-

dent of the village where he now lives. His father

(born December 17, 1794), aud his mother, Mary Per-

kins, (born May 7, 1795), came to Ohio from Greene

county, New York, in 1835, and first located in the

township of Fitchville. Two years later they went

to New London, where they lived until after the

mother's death. June 29, 1839, when Joel Perkins re-

moved to Michigan. From that State he went to

Iowa, where he died. May 1, 1875. They had ten

children: Laura. Sally, Jesse, Lucy, Harriet, Harman,
Russell, Amos, Harlow and Ward.

The subject of this brief biography was bom April

10, 1822, in Greene county, New York, and was, con-

sequently, thirteen years of age when he came with

his parents to Ohio. He grew up under the usual

circumstances of a farmer's boy, and possessing fairly

good advantages. Making the most of his opportu-

nities, he has met with the reward that naturally fol-

lows, and has been successful in nearly all of the

affairs of life. He has followed industriously the

occupation of farming, and also the carpenter and

joiner's trade. The house, of which a view is given

upon auother page, was built by him, upon his farm,

in 1874.

Besides his application to his own business affairs,

Mr. Perkins has given considerable attention to one

or two public enterprises, and has taken a part in,

and been occupied to a certain extent, with politics,

although he is by no means a professional politician

or seeker of place. He has held office several times

in the township and corporation lists of New London,

and since its establishment in 1878 has had the man-
agement of the grounds of the New London fair asso-

ciation, which he was instrumental in bringing into

existence.

Mr. Perkins married, in 1857, Jeannettc Thorn,

daughter of Alexander and Isaliel Thorn, natives of

Aberdeenshire, Scotland, but then, and since 1837,

residents of New London. The father, who was born

February 13, 1799; is still living in Ruggles township,

Ashland county, and the mother, burn March 2G, 1798,

died April 88, 1878.

Mr. and Mrs. Perkins have been the parents of five

children: Darwin, now in Kansas, Albert, Lena,

Leona and Freddie. Lena Perkins died July 7. 18G3.

E. II. CURTISS,

of New London, is a quiet, unassuming gentleman

whose life has been an eventful one. full of varied ex-

periences. He was born October »», 1828. of pioneer

parents. Charles and Jemima Curtis*, at Mendon,

Monroe county, New York. His parents lived for a

short time in Rochester, and then returning to the
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old furm at Lester. New York, remained there until

their son was four years of age when they removed to

Ruggles. Mr. and Mrs. Curtiss lived there all of their

lives, and the subject of this sketch remained with

them until he was twenty-two years of age. receiving

his hook education in the common district schools of

the township, and his physical development upon the

homestead farm. When he turned his hack upon

MR. E. H.CURTiSS.

home, and went out into the world to seek his own
fortune, he took up his residence in Wisconsin, and

followed for short periods several calliugs, but finally

settled down into the study of the daguerreotyping

trade, in which he soon became proficient. He re-

mained in Wisconsin, applying himself to his chosen

occupation until 1857, when he became anxious to see

more of life, and particularly those phases so well

represented in the then young and undeveloped State

of Kansas. In company with several others, he made
the journey by wagon, and finding a location favor-

able to his business, determined to take up his resi-

dence there. This he did in the followiug winter,

after a trip back to Wisconsin. He followed his trade

of picture making in Rock county, and remained

there through the troublous time of the great drouth

and famine, and through the exciting days that pre-

ceded the breaking out of the rebellion.

In 1861 he went into the union army, not to secure

bounty, or with any idea of jiersonal advantage, bnt

because he regarded it as his duty, enlisting in com-

pany F., ninth regiment, Kansas cavalry. He was

engaged most of the time on the detached service,

scouting duty, and the various lines of warfare

common to the frontier, hut participated in some large

battles, such as those of Locust Grove, Honey Springs

(Indian Territory), Prairie Grove, (in Arkansas), and

Others. He was promoted, after two years' service,

to the captaincy of company G., second regiment.

Kansas colored infantry, and remained in this regi-

ment for one year, when he received an honorable

discharge from the service. Upon leaving the army,

he visited the scenes with which he was familiar in

Ohio, Wisconsin and Kansas, and was married in the

last mentioned State, at Neosho Falls, to Martha E.,

daughter of William Phillips. He then went to

Wisconsin, and engaged in the photographing busi-

ness: went to Iowa; then resided for two years in

New London. At the expiration of that period, Mr.

C'urtiss again went to Kansas, where he engaged in

milling. It was while living here that his wife died

—

May, 1871—and that he suffered the loss of his child.

Notwithstanding his double affliction, Mr. C'urtiss

remained in this, then desolate, place until 1875.

when he went back to Wisconsin. He lired there

until April. 1877, when he again l^ecame a resident of

New London, where he has since lived, among the

few who are left of his boyhood friends.
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NAME.

Major Joseph Stkonu stood sponsor at the chris-

tening of the township whose history is briefly outlined

in the following narrative, while the county commis-

sioners, on the l!»th day of September, 1819, per-

formed the priestly functions, and by weight of

official authority gave to the new-born child the name
of Lyme, in honor of Lyme, Connecticut. There

was evidently rhythm in this name for the early set-

tlers of old Connecticut; for in New London county

there are throe townships that bear the appellation

—

Lyme, Old Lyme, aud East Lyme, while at the mouth
of the beautiful Connecticut river, on the eastern

Imnk of that stream and on the Shore Line Kail road

from New York to Boston, stands the town of Lyme.

Lyme, Ohio, can trace its lineage through this town

on the Connecticut back to Old England, on the

south coast of which is situated the city of Lyme-
Regis. From Lyme, England, to Lyme, Connecti-

cut, came, more than two centuries ago (in MUG), a

sturdy, strong-minded, resolute people, and gave the

New England town a moral and intellectual charac-

ter it has erer since retained, and which its western

namesake in no small degree inherited. It was while

Major Strong was a guest at the McCurdy man-
sion in Lyme, Connecticut, that he resolved to fix the

name to his home township. Richard McCurdy, of

whom Major Strong purchased a large tract of land

in this locality, made the latter's stay while in

Lyme so pleasant that the Major, pleased with his

host and the beautiful village on the hanks of the

Connecticut, resolved that he would have the town-

ship's name changed to Lyme upon his return. This

was done in 1810, as above stated. Prior to this time

the township was known as Wheatsborough, in honor

of a Mr. Wheat, who owned large tnicts of laud in

towns four and five of the twenty-fourth range.

ORK.IXAI. PKOPR1 KTORSHIP.

In the following table are given: (1) in the left

hand column, the names of those original sufferers

whose claims were satisfied in lands of this township,

with the amount of each one's lo-s computed in

pounds, shillings and pence; (2) in the right hand

column are the names, of those who by inheritance or

otherwise came into possession of the original claims

as adjusted, and to whom the lauds of the township

were awarded by lot. For a description of the mode
of partition the reader is referred to the general

history:

LYME, TOWN Nl'MRKR POI R, IN RANUE TWENTY
FOl-R.

Original Oranlet: Am t Lou.

Z .. d. I £ ,1

Henj. Cheater, n'r *U0 15 0 Ablshai Woodward 10 18 »
I< h*»««l Powers M 8 « 1 " " 418 * 0
WinthropSalton- Wlnthrop Salton

1181 1« S Mall 497 18 5
2535 18 10 Mom Warner I* 13 j

. d
Nathaniel SulMnatall 14* It 6
John 0..rdon 1 16 S
John H.'iiipstead and

other. 30 18 0
John McCurdy 11* 1* 8

;of

Culbsificatioh So. 3, Section S.

Original Grantees. Am't Ixuu

.No. 8, £1,344

Picket Lattinier
Rii-bard Chapman
Peter Lattimer

Roger

<

Nathan
lillia .„

£
S65
78
317

1 IS

1

t
1H

»

8

i*
6

6

CUutiftrd by.

Pirket LaUimer

Am't Clawed

£ i. d.
505 7 8
73 1 «W
59 16 11

US 1 S
442 9 3
!K 10 4H

No. 4,

So. 3, £1.944 7

4.

William Leeds

Am't Late.

SOU
Elizabeth Christopher 49
Joseph Collins 41

(leorge Ulbha 21
J<wph Holt 2
Lydia Harris 60
Jame« Hf>lt 81

Darld Richard* 1

John Shepherd 78
lVterP.- ry 3
Edward Tinker 25
Mary Ro|rers I

WintbropSaltonsUIl 11«l

Jeremiah Miller 2535
Benj. Ch.>«.t.-r* ex'r **>
William Kojrrni 18

Chapman Slmmonds 22
Jrn-miah Miller

18 11

,S 'i
4 9

14
is

13

I*

1«
18
15
3
18

(i

ii

0
1

s

10
0
"

0

iS5 18 10

Footing of

Clarified by Am't Cloned

£ d.
Mow-. Warren and
Ablxhai Woodward *V> 8

It i •
41 0 1
81 7 II

•a M o 1* il

60 a 11

81 18 •
• 1 II

] 4
78 14 0

" 9 18 0

:: : 1
15
13

»
1

Wlnthrop Salton*
stall 116 n _'

AbUbai Woodward 202 IS
">

139 12 1

18 3 0
••

18 0
as «* s H

Johns. Miller 114 10 3
laswtlcatlon No 4 £1.344 7 o

Thus it will be seen that the persons named in the

ri<:bt hand column are those who first came into pos-

session of the lands in Lyme township, and that each

section was purchased by them for one thousand three

hundred and forty-four pounds seven shillings, New
England currency: or, expressed in dollars and cents,

four thousand four hundred ami eighty-one dollars

and sixteen cents. The original value of the four

a ctions of Lyme township was therefore seventeen

thousand nine hundred m d twenty-four dollari and

sixty-four cents.

(377)
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SETTLEMENT.

The history of the settlement of the west is of con-

stantly recurring interest. The enterprise, intre-

pedityand self-denial of the pioneers who left the

comforts and privileges of their eastern homes and

came to the Fire-lauds, then a far-off region, asso-

ciated in the minds of civilized people with savage

wild beasts and Indiaus, must always command our

highest respect and admiration. They endured hard-

ships and privations without number, not for their own
advantages merely—for they well knew that old age

would steal upon them long before they should enjoy

the fruits of their toil—but for their children and their

children's children, that to them they might leave a

goodly heritage. The most of those truly, but un-

consciously, heroic men and women, have long rested

from their labors, but the good they accomplished

remains, the blessings they secured and transmitted

endure, and are now the precious legacy of a happy,

posperous and intelligent posterity.

Scattering settlements had been made in all the

townships along the lake shore prior to the war of

1812; but the surreuder of Detroit by General Hull,

exposed that portion of country to the ravages of

the enemy, that a general exodus of the settlers,

southward, followed, and it remained almost entirely

denuded of inhabitants until the signal victories, on

both land and water, of the forces of the United

•States, rendered it safe for the former residents to

return to their abandoned and, in many cases, runted

homes.

The early settlement of Lyme, like that of most of

her sister townships, was never very rapid. Much of

the land was owned by minor heirs, and entangled

with unsettled estates; more had been bought up by

simulators and held by them at either so high a fig-

ure as to greatly retard immigration, or not offered

for sale at all; and besides all this, government land

adjoining, so soon as it came into market, could be

had for less than half the price generally at which the

Fire-lands' tracts were held.

The first settler was Conrad Ilawks, who jienet rated

the thick woods of Lyme in the year lsos. His lo-

cation was in the northeast corner of the township

on the farm afterwards so long occupied by John F.

Adams. He remained in the township about ten

vears, when he removed to Green Springs, Seneca

county.

In lsui), Michael Widner and John Stull moved in

and settled near the location of the Episcopal church,

the land they occupied being now owned by the heirs

of the late Richard L. McCurdy. Although these

families appear to have had but a brief residence in

the township, they may nevertheless properly l>e

culled settlers, since they made a settlement in fact,

and with the evident intentiou of remaining.

In the spring of 1811, Asa Sherwood came (pre-

sumably) from Homer, Courtland county, N'ew York,

and settled iu that portion of the township since

called the Sherwood prairie, near the northwest cor-

ner. Two or three years afterwards he moved to lot

number four, iu the second section, the place now

owned by Calvin Barnard. The change of location

was made because of the overflow of his land in his

former location iu wet seasons, the water rising from

the ground and submerging it to a considerable

depth. Sherwood resided on the Barnard place until

j

1832. when he removed to La Grange. Indiana.

The first famdy that settled on the ridge was that

of George Ferguson, who arrived in December, 1811.

He located on the north line, and resided there until

1833. when he removed to Michigan.

In 1811. Major Joseph Strong came from Manlius.

Onondaga county, Xew York, and. with other gen-

tlemen, purchased eighteen hundred acres of land in

what now are Lymo and Groton townships. He
returned to the east and the next year came out

with two sons, Nathan and Leicester. They took up
their abode in a block boose, on the bank of the

creek where the stone mill and distillery were after-

wards built, and remained there for about two years,

when Major Strong returned for the rest of his family,

with whom he arrived in 1815. He located on three

hundred and thirty five acres of land, in tract number
one, in the first section of Grotou, where Samuel

Nims now lives. He died iu the year 1835. His

wife died a few years after their settlement. Their

son. Colonel Nathan Strong, married Harriet Under-

bill, daughter of Major David Underbill, of Ridge-

field, and settled iu the northeast corner of the first

section of Groton, where, with his brother. Leicester,

he carried on a large farm. He finally removed to

Illinois, where he afterwards died. His widow, now
over eighty years of age. lives with her brother, Isaac

Underbill, near Norwalk. Leicester Strong died un-

married. One son of Major Strong, L. E. Strong,

was formerly a resident of Plymouth, Ohio, and two

others and a daughter lived in the west. Joseph, Jr.,

died in the early years of the family's settlement.

Charles Rash came in soon after Major Strong, and

lived with the family for a while, and then made his

home with John Baker and family for two years, and

subsequently with others. He first purchased land

on lot number sixteen in the third section of Lyme,

where TitusF. Becbc lived at a later date, and a part

of the land is still owned by the family. He after-

wards exchanged this farm with Major Strong for one

hundred acre* on the ridge. In 1820, his brother,

Livy, came out, and the next year the brothers erected

a house on the place, into which Hiram Baker and his

mother moved, and kept house for them for some

time.

In the winter of 1814, Captain Zadoe Strong

inoved in, and fixed hi- residence on lot number two,

west of his lirother. Major Strong. Stephen Russell,

a son of Captain Strong's wife, came at the nunc

time, and settled just west of the present burying

ground ou the ridge. Captain Strong died without

,
ls-ue, bis wife surviving him a number of years. Mr.
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Russell's first wife wm Dolly Boise whom he married

in Conrtland county, New York. She died in Lyme,

August 7, 1881, leaving five children—two sons and
three daughters, surviving her. as follows: Rufus B.,

Joseph S., Sarah, Dolly and Samantha. Rufus B.

Russell married Betsey Nims, daughter of Samuel and

Mahala Nims, and was the father of three children

—

Frederick, Carrie and Julia. Mr. Russell was an ex-

tensive stock dealer, and one of the active business

men of the comity for many years. He was killed in

April, 1870, by the supposed accidental discharge of

his gun in getting over a fence while hunting.

Joseph S. was a farmer aud fruit raiser for a number
of years in Lyme, but sold out in 1870. and removed

to Oberlin to educate his children. Sarah became the

wife of William Cowle, and Nancy, the wife of B. F.

Strong, and both are now deceased. Dolly died un-

married.

In 1815, about the close of the war, Francis Strong

and John Baker, a brother-in-law of the Strongs,

came in from Now York with their families and set-

tled on the ridge, the former locating on lot number
twelve, section three, a little west of where the Kidge

meeting house now stands, and Baker on the east

half of lot number nine, same section, about a mile

west of Strong. Mr. Strong died January, 1845.

aged seventy-five, and Mrs. Strong April 10, 1854,

aged seventy-eight, lie was twice married, and was

the father of nine children.

Asahel and Lyman purchased seventy acres on the

west part of their father's lot, number twelve, and

resided there until 1827 or ''28, when they sold to

Jarvis Stebbins and bought a few acres of Stephen

Russell. Lyman Strong, subsequently, in connection

with John K. Campbell, opened a store at Russell's

Corners. He was afterwards for a year or two in the

service of the Cleveland, Columbus & Cincinnati rail-

road, but finally went to Cleveland and established

marble works there, in which he has acquired a fine

property. Asahel Strong, in 1841 or '42, sold to

William Cowle, and, after brief residence in different

places, also settled in Cleveland, where he afterwards

died. Curtis was injured mentally by sickness when
young, from which condition he never recovered.

He died December 19, 187". The daughters were

Salina, who became the wife of Deacon Joseph S.

Pierce, and died April 25. 183-.I; Susan, now Mrs.

William Holton, of Lyme: Mary Ann. who married

James D. Collins, and died December. 1840; and two

others, Mrs. Webster and Mrs. Sowers, both deceased.

John Baker was bom near Boston, Massachusetts,

in the year 17<>5. He received an injury while assist-

ing in the raising of a log house in York township,

December 15, 1817, which resulted in his death the

following day. He was a man of good natural ability,

and of much excellence of character, and was olie of

the ten original members of the Presbyterian church

of Lyme, organized in July, 1817. Mr. Baker was

the father of Hiram Baker, who was born at Homer,

Cortland county, New York, in the year 1708. Fpon

the death of his father, Hiram found himself, at the

early age of eighteen, charged with the management
of the farm and the support of himself and mother,

,

and plans which he had formed for obtaining an

education had to be given up. Owing to hard times

|

and various misfortunes, he was soon obliged to sell

the farm his father had bought, getting some advance

upon cost for improvements. Another piece of land

was purchased on Butternut ridge, and a house put

up, into which Mr. Baker and his mo'ther moved in

midwinter, while it was still in an unfinished condition.

The hardship* of that winter can better be imagined

than described.

Mechanics of all kinds, but more esj>ecially shoe-

makers, being scarce, Mr. Baker exercised the inge-

nuity which he posessed in no ordinary degree, in

teaching himself the art of cobbling, making awls out

of fork tines, whittling out his own jK-gs, and using

other rude tools that were at hand. He soon became

exjiert in making the stoga shoes worn in those rough

days. He could make two pairs a day. Men would

come a long distance, bringing their leather, and

cheerfully give a hard day's work for the manufacture

of a pair of shoes. In this way he cleared his farm,

and got it under a good state of cultivation.

Shoemaking being profitable, he at length sold his

farm and moved to Bellevue—then known as Ams-
den's Corners,—purchased a lot, put up a shop, em-
ployed a journeyman from whom he learned the art

of cutting and making boots, and so went into the

boot and shoe business (piite extensively. By economy,

thrift, and good management, he acquired a nice

property, surrounding his later years "with comfort

and plenty. He died December 17. 1*74, at the ripe

age of seventy-six years and a few months.

In 1820, Mr. Baker married Mary Ann Forbes, of

whom he had three children: Arabella, Henry, and

Hiram F. The latter is editor and proprietor of the

Local Xeic*. He is an enterprising publisher, and is

I meeting with deserved success. Mr. Baker's first

wife dying in 1835, he afterwards married Catharine

Hagaman, daughter of John Hagaman, of Palmyra,

j

New York. Of this marriage two children were

born—Tohn H. and David "A. The last named was

killed during the war of the rebellion, near Peters-

burgh. Virginia.

In 1810, Abner Strong joined the little colony of

brother* on the ridge, from whom" it took the name
"Strong's ridge." He settled on the place afterwards

occupied by Orrin Dole, and which is now occupied

by his sou Edwin. After the death of Mr. Strong,

in 1850, his sons resided on the place, and of whom
Mr. Dole, Sr., purchased it. Pelatiah, the oldest son

of Abner Strong, lives near Bloonnngville, Erie

county, and is old and very infirm.

In the year 181'^ Captain Mark Hopkins settled on

lot number seven, where, subsequently, A. J. Morse

resided. The farm has since been divided, and is

owned by several individuals.

What is known as the "Woodward Settlement." in
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the fourth section, was commenced in the spring of

1817, by William and Gurdon Woodward. Their

father, Abishai Woodward, of New London, Connec-

ticut, became the owner, by purchase, of the claims of

the "Sufferers," of some some four thousand acres of

land in sections one and four, of this township. The

brothers, William and Gurdon, came from Whites-

town, New York, to Huron in the fall of 1810. and

remained through the winter with George and Jere-

miah Sheffield, who removed thither from New Lon-

don, Connecticut, a short time previous. The next

spring they took possession of their land, erecting a

cabin, and for two years kept bachelors' hall. At the

expiration of this time, the brothers returned to New
York State; were married, and removed to their

estates. William's wife died soon after his arrival.

He married, for his second wife. Susan Sparrow, and

subsequently removed to Louisiana. A sketch of the

life of Guidon may elsewhere be found.

Amos Woodward and family came to Lyme in 18*0.

and took up his location a short distance east of his

brother Gurdon, on lot four, which continued to be

his home until his death. A sketch of his life is

likewise elsewhere given.

Samuel Sparrow's family came with Amos Wood-
ward's, in 1820, making a settlement on the Wood-

ward tract. Mrs. Sparrow, who was the daughter of

Dr. Roe, an eminent physician of Dublin, Ireland,

died about two years after the family's arrival in

Lyme. She was a woman of rare worth, and Mr.

Sparrow is said to have been a man of much intelli-

gence, but possessed of some eccentric qualities. Their

children were William, Edward, Thomas, Susan and

Anna. William graduated at Kenyon College, and

was for many years a professor in that institution of

learning, and rose to high eminence as an instructor.

Susan became the wife of William Woodward, and

Anna the wife of Mr. Mitchell. The Mitchells were

for a time residents of Lyme. A son, Henry, is now
a citizen of Norwalk, and a daughter, Mary, who
has inherited the beet qualities, both of mind and

heart, of her illustrious ancestors, resides with her

mother in Mount Vernon. Ohio.

At the time of their settlement in Lyme, William

and d union Woodward were joined by George and

Jeremiah Sheffield, nnd all four enjoyed together

their baccalaureate freedom for about two years, the

latter being with them only a part of the time. The
Sheffields were born and brought up iu and about

New London, Connecticut, amid the people who suf-

fered most from the raids of British soldiery, George

Sheffield, the cider of these two brothers, at the age

of twenty-three, in the year 1809, came to Berlin,

near the mouth of Huron river, where he had secured

a piece of land. He returned the same fall, reaching

home just in time to see his father die. In 1813 he

married Betsey, daughter of Abishai Woodward, and

sister of the late Gurdon Woodward, at New London,

Connecticut. Having decided to move to Ohio, in

1818 he sent forward his goods on a wagon, drawn by

a yoke of oxen and a span of horses, driven by his

brother Jeremiah and a man by the name of Buckley.

Then himself, wife and one child, the present George

W. Sheffield, now residing in Bellevue. Ohio, followed

on in a two-wheeled carriage. The latter party, ar-

riving at Dunkirk, found the journey so fatiguing

that he loaded family, horse and chaise upon a vessel

i and landed, iu due time, at the mouth of the Hurou,

safe and sound. Another child, Betsey, was born

there, after which his wife, affected by the malaria of

the new country, never fully recovered. She died

that same fall.

In 1819 he was again married to Thursa Baker, sis-

ter of the late Hiram Baker, and resided on his farm

in the Woodward tract until 1832, when he removed

to Norwalk. Various fortunes and misfortunes befell

Mr. and Mrs. Sheffield, for the record of which we

regret that we have not sufficient space. The saddest

of these, however, was the burning of their home,

about two years after their marriage, in which they

not only lost nearly all their household stuff, but the

little girl. Betsey, then about live years old, and a lad

of fourteen, named Harris, whom they had taken to

bring up, perished iu the flames. This calamity left

Mr. Sheffield almost completely broken up. The
neighbors, however, turned in with generous hearts

and vigorous hands to relieve their necessities. They
helped him put up another house, which he occupied

for several years. In 1832 he was chosen treasurer of

Huron county.

The year 1834 will long be remcmlwrcd as the one

signalized by the first visit of that fearful scourge,

the cholera, to this country. On the 20th of August,

iu that year, the wife of Mr. Sheffield was taken with

that fearful disease, and died in a few hours. The
old family Bible contains a record of her death in his

own hand writing. On the 22d he was himself taken

with the same disease, and died just after midnight

ou the 23d.

The children by his first wife were George W. and

Betsey, the little girl who perished in the tire; by his

secoud wife, James K.. who died iu early boyhood,

Betsey, James F., Sarah and Edward.

George \V., the eldest sou, is a resident of Bellevue,

where lie leads a retired life, devoted to his interest-

ing family and his church, the Piotestant Episcopal,

in which he is senior warden. He married Lucy,

daughter of Gurdon Woodward, who died in Septem-

ber, 18*>5. His children are: Mary, who married

Henry Braniwell and lives in Lincoln, Illinois:

George, who is a promising young lawyer, residing in

Boston, Massachusetts; Rachel; Julia, who married

Mr. Oliver, of Norwalk. Ohio; James, and Lucy.

Jeremiah Sheffield, after remaining here a short

time, returned to Connecticut, where he subsequently

married a daughter of Dr. Holme--!, ami with his fam-

ily came to Lyme in 182U and settled in the first sec-

tion. After a short residence there he purchased the

TuKor tract, in the south part of the fourth section of

Groton. On this he lived until 1854. when he bought
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a part of lot number seven in the second section of

Lyme, erecting his house a short distance west of

Lemuel Moses', where he resided until his death in

I860.

In 1832 he was married, the second time, to Jeru-

8ha Jackson, of Bucyrus, Crawford county. She

still survives, enjoying a hale and cheerful old age,

being one of those active spirits who prefer to "wear

out rather than rust out." She bore to Mr. Sheffield

seven children,—Iris, John, Cornelia, William, Al-

bert, Edwin and Jennie, of whom the second and the

last two mentioned reside in Bellevue. Jennie is the

wife of James Miller, attorney-at-law, and Edwin is

the cashier of the Bellevue Bank, the duties of which

office he has discharged with great credit to himself

and with marked success for the bank, since the date

of its organization; John is in the real estate busiuess.

That part of the fourth section known as the Salton-

stall tract, comprised four lota of ninety acres each,

numbers seventeen, eighteen, nineteen and twenty.

The first lot at the west end of the tract lying on the

county line, was first settled by Eli Smith; the next

by Oliver C. Polly and John Clemnious; the third by

George Gamble, and the fourth by L. Young.

Gurdon Williams came into the township, and pur-

chased as early as 18 17, nearly a thousand acres across

the south side of the fourth section. He subsequently

brought in a stock of goods, and opened a store in a

log house near the south line, which he continued for

several years, when he removed to Syracuse, New
York. This Williams' tract was sold out iti parcels

to German settlers, among whom were Jacob and

Adam Weikle, Peter Arch, Christian Lepley, Charles,

Henry and Philip Bollenbacher, Henry Studt and

Peter Heimbach.

Jacob Goodrich and family, in 1817, settled on lot

number twenty-two in the third section, on the place

now owned by Spencer W. Boise, where he lived for

many years, and then moved to the west. John

Seelye, a young man, came in with Mr. Goodrich, re-

mained a few years, and then went to some State

farther west.

John F. Adams and family came in the spring of

1818, from Pultuey, Vermont, and had as fellow-

travelers from Grauville, New York, Asaph Cooke

and family, who settled at what has since been called

Cooke's corners. Mr. Adams located on the north-

east corner lot of this township. His wife, Betsey,

died iu the fall of 1819, and he subsequently married

Chloo Cooke, daughter of Asaph Cooke. She died in

April, 1847, and Mr. Adams married for his third

wife, Caroline Selovcr. in 1849. In 18CG, be. .re-

moved to Milan where he died.

In the fall of 1818. James Hamilton, from Gran-

ville, New York, settled on the south liue of Groton

township near Mr. Adams'. His wife died in the fall

of 1819, and a few years afterward he removed to

Monroeville. He was the father of seven children-

six sons and a daughter. They were an intelligent

and enterprising family. One son was a merchant in

Buffalo, another in Milan, another in Monroeville,

and two in Green Bay, Wisconsin. Two were farmers.

The first settlement at Hunt's Corners was made
in the southeast part by several families named
Sutton, aud the locality has since been known as the

"Sutton Settlement," or Hunt's Corners. Levi Sut-

ton, a native of Virginia, bargained for the Moses

Warren tract, consisting of eleveu hundred and ten

acres, for one thousand dollars, and came on and took

possession in the fall of 1811. He made a small im-

provement and then returned to his family, then living

in Thorn, Perry county. Ohio. At the commence-
ment, of the war of 1812, he, with his brother, Moses,

wont into the army where, for two years, he was

engaged in hauling supplies. In 1814, he moved to

his purchase in Lyme, erected his house on lot num-
ber five, where he resided until his death, October 5,

1852. Mrs. Sutton died in August. 1875. At the

close of the war, Moses Sutton, with his four sons:

Philip, Isaac. Levi and Moses, returned to Lyme,
where they made a settlement, with the exception of

Philip, who settled in Musca«h. The Suttons failed

to pay for all of the land which they first bargained

for, and from an old map it appears that A. Latham,

Joel Clark, Simon Raymond and Joel Barton suc-

ceeded to the ownership of the eastern part of the

tract, while Betsey Latham, Elon Phay. J. and W. G.

Sargent, John Barton, Romeo Bassett and John Crull,

took the western and the north part of the central

portion of the tract, leaving the Suttons about three

hundred acres in the southern and central portions

of the original purchase.

The children of Levi Sutton are as follows: Wil-

liam, who married Catherine Phoenix, and now lives

in Texas Daniel, who died young: Elisha D., who
married Effie Lane. She died, and he has re-niarried.

He is still living. Philip married Caroline Clark, and
lives in New Haven, this county. Alfred married

Sally A. Clark, and now lives on the old homestead.

Clarissa married Ebenezer Inscho, and lives in Wood
county, Ohio. Sarah Aim married Thomas Clark,

and lives in Groton township. Erie county. Jackson

died young. Ira married Sylvia Campbell, and lives

iu Grotou. Levi married Caroline Barnes, and lives

in Venice, Seneca county. Cynthia Ann died young.

Mr. Sutton built a saw mill on Frink run soon after

his settlement. This was the first saw mill in the

township, or for some miles around. He passed his

life in fanning.

Uiel Hunt first came to Ohio iu 1810, remained at

Venice about two years, and assisted in building the

first mills there. He then located at Monroeville,

but two years afterward went to Knox county, where

he followed the trade of millwright for a few years,

when be tame to the first section of Lyme, and settled

at the corners which still bears his name. He is still

living on his original location, ninety-eight years of

age. an intelligent and respected old man.

Wot of the corners, there lived at an early day, the

j

following named settlers and their families, to wit:
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John Schoek, on lot* sixteen, seventeen, twenty-two

and thirty-four; John Sawyer, on lot twenty-three;

Mary Lee, on twenty-four; Stephen Basset t. on

twenty-five; Levi Lee, on twenty-six: Roswell R.

Beebe, on twenty-seven; George \V. Mallett, on twenty-

eight; Hector Lee, on twenty-nine ami thirty; Dudley

Avery, on thirty-five, and Thaddeus Brooks on thirty-

six.

Daniel Miller came into this part of the township

almu t the year 1810, but being unable to pay for his

land, was soon succeeded by Romeo Basset t. Bassctt,

a few years after, opened a store, mortgaging his farm

to pay for his goods. His enterprise proved a failure,

which, not improbably, hastened his death, which

occurred soon after.

In 1834, Joseph Wood came from England, and

settled on a farm near the north and south section

line. Mr. Wood's has l«?en rather an eventful life,

and we append a brief notice of it : He was born in

Staffordshire, England, in the year 18i><». His parents,

Thomas and Hannah (Gould) Wood, were natives of

that part of the country, and his ancestors, as far

back as record or tradition extends, were farmers.

He thus "came honestly by" that talent and aptitude

fur his calling, which have given him such marked

success as a cultivator of the soil in his adopted

country. His father died when he was but ten years

old, leaving him, the only son, with his mother, to

carry on the farm. After seven years of widowhood,

she married again, aud removed to another part of

the country, where she died in 1875, at the ripe age

of eighty-six.

On the 85th of October, 1830, he was married to

Martha Hulme, at Alstonfield, in his native county,

where her ancestors had lived for several generations,

and where her father died after he had passed his

ninety-third year. Soon after his marriage he began

to think of joining the great tide of emigration to

the new world. His wife consenting, they set sail

in the month of October, 1833. This was before the

time of steamships, and fifty eight days— weary days

of watching and waiting amid the monotony of ship

life—were spent in crossing the ocean. This was

about four times as long as is now required to accom-

plish the trip. They lauded in New York in Jan-

uary. 1834.

Not beiug under any necessity of making an imme-

diate settlement, he determined to take "a good

look" before deciding upon his location. With this

object in Tiew, he we t from New York to Philadel-

phia, to Baltimore and Fredericktown, in Man land,

"staging it"a< ro>s the Allegheny mountains to Pitts-

burgh; thence flown the Ohio river to Cincinnati.

Finding nothing which <|iiite satisfied him. he t<tok

the stage to Huron county, where he had a friend

living. Here he decided to s.-ttle, and brought his

family, consisting of his wife and one child, in April,

1834. He purchased a farm of about three hundred

acres, four miles southeast of Belleuie. This consti-

tuted his home for nearly five \cars, when he sold a

part of it and took his family back on a visit to the

dear old home in " Merrie England." They started

from Cincinnati on Christmas Day, 1839, on board a

sailing vessel, by way of New Orleans, arriving at

Liverpool April 23. 1840.

The next year he returned to Cincinnati, and the

spring of 1842 found him again in Huron county,

located on a farm which he had purchased near

Hunt's Corners, and which constituted his home for

thirty years. During these years he visited the old

country six times more, making in all fifteen finte*

that ho has crossed the " big pond " in safety. Dur-

ing his last visit but one, ten years ago, he was in-

vited to address a public meeting, called to consider

the question of emigration, but not being a public

speaker, he compromised with his friends by embody-

ing his views on America in a well-written article,

which was extensively published and eagerly read on
both sides of the ocean.

In 1872, he sold his farm and came to Bellevue,

putting up a very fine residence on West Main street,

where he now enjoys a green old age in comfort,

peace, and plenty.

In religion, Mr. Wood has always been a warm ad-

herent to the Church of England, and to her lineal

descendant, the Episcopal Church of this country.

He was one of the founders, and has long been a

warden, of Trinity Church, Lyme.

He has had eight children, only four of whom
(Julia Ann, Thomas 1L, Louisa Mary aud James
Barnes) are now living. These are all happily mar-

ried and settled, and all reside in this immediate

vicinity, except the first named, who lives in Michigan.

On the county line, south of Bellevue, the earliest

settlers were John Miller, Henry Bradbrook and

Gideon J. .Mallory. Miller located about half a mile

south of Bellevue, just east of the former residence of

Abishai Woodward. His old frame house, now unoc-

cupied, is still standing. The location of Henry
Bradbrook was a short distance farther south, on the

same lot (number five). Mallory located just south

of Bradbrook.

On the Monroe road, southeast of Bellevue, were

originally John Moore, Henry Common and John

Benn. Benn kept a tavern on the corners where the

Monroeville road intersects the turnpike. Farther

east, in the second section, near the northwest corner

of R. L. McCurdy's laud, was a pioneer dwelling, but

who was the builder or the first occupant, the writer

is unable to state. The family of Stephen Sawyer

lived there at an early date. Still farther east, in

the same direction, near where the Episcopal Church
now stands, was the small log cabin of Ralph Bacon,

a butcher, who lived there several years.

Kphraim H. Morev became a resident of Lyme in

ls-'o or '21, removing from Connecticut. He settled

on lot number three, in section four, where he resided

until his death in 1808. He had four sons: Daniel,

Route, George and Giles, and one daughter, Emily,

now Mrs. Eugene Smith. Daniel settled on the turn-
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pike a few miles south of Sandusky City, where lie

now lives; Rouse, where he now resides on the south

part of lot number five; George, first on the north

part of his father's farm, but now lives southeast of

Norwalk, in Norwalk township; Giles is deceased.

Shadrach Husted and several sons settled north of

Hunt's corners, on lot number one, about the year

1821. His death was caused by a fish bone lodgiug

in his throat. His son Alonzo occupies the south

part of the farm.

Dr. Stephens came about 1822, and purchased lot

nine. He sold the east half to Francis Holton, about

1832 or 1833, soon after which he died. His son,

Jacob, sold to Alvah Nickerson, who occupied it

until 1867, or '68, and then sold to Wm. Holton.

Georgo Hanford came in 1824, and purchased the

south part of lot thirteen, on Strong's ridge, on

which he built and resided for about ten years, when
he sold and removed to Sandusky county.

In the year 1823, Samuel Bemisa and his sons,

Elijah aud Rodney, with others, came from Onondaga

county, New York, and at first took up their abode

with the Rash brothers. They subsequently pur-

chased and settled on east part of the Strong tract,

where some of the family have since resided.

Richard L. McCurdy, son of one of the original

owners, came from Lyme, Connecticut, to Ohio, in the

spring of 1823. He first stopped in Bazetta, Trum-
bull county, Ohio, where he remained a few months,

and came to Lyme, locating on the farm now occu-

pied by his widow. He became agent for his father,

and sold much of the land in the McCurdy tract.

June 19, 1826, he married Julia Ann Woodward,

daughter of Amos Woodward. Soon after he built a

portion of the house his widow now occupies, and ill

December, 1827, moved into it. Mr. McCurdy was

extensively connected with the affairs of the township.

At his own expense, he laid out the road, or the

greater part of it, from Bellevue to Monrocville.

They have had no children. Mr. McCurdy died

August 28, 1869.

Westley Knight came about 182.5. For some time

he drove stage, and worked at different places. He
bought a small lot of Stephen Russell, west of the

meeting house, on which he built a small house. He
sold out in a few years, to Wiuthrop Ballard, and

bought on the section line about two miles north of

the ridge. Some three years later he again sold to

Dr. Boise.

John Seymour, one of the oldest residents of the

township at thepreseut time, came to Huron county

from Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania, with his

family, accompanied by Deacon Moses Thacher and

wife, the parents of Mrs. Seymour, in October, 182.3.

Mr. Seymour bought out Martin Vrooman at Cooke's

Corners where he resided for nine years, when he sold

to Lewis Stone and Noah Young. He spent the fol-

lowing summer at Milan, and the next winter in

Massachusetts, when, in April, 1835, he returned aud

settled in Lyme, opposite the meeting house, where

he still resides. Mr. Seymour was engaged here in

farming, broom-making, and, in a small way, in mer-

chandise, until 1870, when the infirmities of age re-

quired cessation from active labor. Mr. Seymour
was born in Kensington, Hartford county, Connecti-

cut, July 27. 1791, and January 5, 1820, married

Sarah A. Thacher. To them have been born three

sous and three daughters, all of whom are living.

Eliza Ann married D. W. Ballard who is deceased, and

she now resides in Chicago. William Henry resides in

Hardiu county, Ohio. George W. lives in Lyme with

his father. Johu A. is a Presbyterian clergyman,

located at Cleveland. Sarah M. is the wife of

William Blair, a wealthy hardware merchant of Chi-

cago, and Ellen, is the wife of James M. Stults, of

Lyme.

Mr. Seymour held the office of township clerk for

thirty-three years, and has been a prominent member
of the Presbyterian Church in Lyme for over fifty

years.

In 1826 Colonel James Smith moved in with his

family, from Gibson, Pennsylvania, and after living

with John Seymour, nt Cooke's corners, for one year,

removed to Lyme, and settled on the ridge, north of

the meeting house. Subsequently he sold, and

moved into Ridgefield, locating near the east line of

Lyme.

A few years after, he returned to this township, and

purchased the Francis Strong place, where he after-

wards resided. He died October 6, 1866, and Mrs.

Smith, July 9, 1868. There were seven children, six

sons and one daughter, as follows : James D.,

Martin, Robert. Eugene. Chas. D., Edwin aud Emma.
James was engaged for several years in the forwarding

business at Milan. He married a daughter of George

Lookwood, and subsequently removed to Toledo,

where he resided until his death. His wife and seven

children survived him. Martin went to California,

ami still resides there. Robert, who married Frances

C. Wright, occupies the old homestead, iu Lyme.

Eugene married Emily Morey, and was engaged in

trade, in Bellevue. for many years. Chas. D. lives

on the place formerly occupied by Dr. Smith. He
married Mary Choat. Mary became the wife of James

I). Follett, formerly of Bellevue, now of Allegan,

Michigan.

In 1826 or "27, William Fitch came from near New
London, Connecticut, and settled on the corner where

the road running from Hunt's corners crosses the

ridge. He resided there until his death, in 1850.

Philo H. Schuyler, who married a daughter of Mr.

Fitch, now lives on the place.

An Englishman, by the name of Mapes, came iu

about 1827. and made a beginning on the ridge, south

of the Monroe road, and near the township line. He
became discouraged, and removed to Fremont.

Caleb C. Williams subsequently settled on the place,

and resided there until his death, about 1807.

A little further north, near the corner of the Mon-
rocville and east line road. Jonathan Prentiss settled
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and resided until his death. His sons still live on the

place, or in the neighborhood.

Richard Meginson, a native of England, came in

about the year 1828, and located on lot number four,

second section. Some of the family yet live there.

Noah Young first settled on lot nine, remained a

few years, and then sold to Thomas Ashton. Benja-

min Fish settled on the same lot a little further

north.

J arris Stebbius, formerly from Massachnssetts,

came to Lyme in 1827, and bought the farm now-

owned by James Jones. He went east after his fam-

ily in the fall, and on Qptober 8th, returned to Lyme
with them. In 1875, he went to Kansas, and died

at the residence of his son, in Coyville, Wilson

county, that State, in the seventy-third year of his

age. He was always accounted a great hunter. Mrs.

Stebbius died December 9. 185ft. They had three

children: Abigail, wife of D. Cowle; Amos, married

Ellen Hutchinson, lives in Kansas; S. Warren, mar-

ried Kate Allen, and now lives in Kansas.

Stephen Sawyerand family, with his brother. James,

came to America, from Kent county, England, in the

year 1819; they sailed in a vessel belonging to one of

the Griswold's, of Lyme. Connecticut. Mrs. Sawyer

was attended by a Mrs. Orsetti, a French lady, as

nurse. They came westward, overland, by way of

Pittsburgh, crossing the Alleghany moutains. their

point of destination being Cincinnati. Ohio. Reach-

ing the Ohio river, they purchased a rude vessel and

sailed down that stream, landing in due course of

time at Cincinnati, then a mde village. They re-

mained there but a short time, pushing on down the

Ohio, a distance of twenty-two miles, to North Bend,

where Stephen and his brother took a job of clearing

forty acres of land for General William Harrison.

The Sawyers were butchers and farmers- in Eng-

land, but knew nothing of chopping and clearing.

However, they resolutely clung to their task and

completed it. After remaining there for about two

years, they concluded that t
1 ey had seen enough of

America, and resolved to return to old England.

They started east, and at Cincinnati invested the

bulk of their earnings in a four-horse wagon in which

they journeyed across the mountains back to New
York City. Arriving at that metropolis, Mrs. Sawyer

expressed a wish to visit her sister, the wife of Henrv
Griswold, then living at Lyme. Connecticut. The
way she came to have a lister married and living

in Connecticut, happened in this way: Henry Gris-

wold, son of Governor Roger Griswold. of Connec-

ticut, was captain of the ship which brought the Saw-

yers to America. He took a great liking to the

Sawyers, and especially to Mrs. Sawyer, who was

an aristocratic lady and of much refinement. He
ventured to ask her, one day, if she had a sister, and

she replied she had, and gave him a letter of intro-

duction to her. Young Griswold returned to Eng-

land, made the acquaintance <>f the lady—Miss Lans-

dale—which led to courtship, engagement, and mar-

riage, and she came to Connecticut the wife of Henry
Griswold.

Mrs. Sawyer's wish was no sooner made known than

t was executed, and the Sawyer family made their way
to Lyme, Connecticut. The visitors were urged to re-

main at Lyme, and the Sawyers having a knowledge

of the butcher's trade, were influenced to establish in

that business at Lyme. Here they remained for a

number of years, and becoming acquainted with the

MeCnrdys, who owned large tracts of land in Lyme
township, were induced to come hither, which they

did in November of 1826. They first settled and

lived for three years on the northwest part of the Mc-

Curdy tract near the present residence of Mrs. Julia

A. McCurdy. They then removed to lot number fif-

teen in the first section, where they resided until Mr.

Sawyer's death, January T, 1870. The Sawyers were

for many years engaged in driving cattle to the sea-

board, mainly to Philadelphia. His sons, Stephen

and James, purchased nearly six hundred acres of the

Hart tract. Mrs. Sawyer's death occurred January 5,

1867.

The children were: William, who married Caroline

Chapman and is now dead; John, who married Sarah

Ann Richie, and is also dead; Stephen married Mrs.

Jane Ticc, and he is now deceased, and his widow-

now lives in Lyme; Charles married Rachel A. Gates,

and occupies a part of the old homestead; Dorothy

became the wife of Charles E. Mallelt, and lives in

Lyme; Emma married Joseph Young and resides in

Ridgefield township; Betsey A. died unmarried; Dr.

Isaac Sawyer married Sarah Toll, and resides in Mon-

roe. Michigan, where he is engaged in the practice of

medicine; James is a resident of Lyme; Augustus H.

married Abby Ames, and is deceased; George married

Julia Ann Wood, and now resides at Grass Lake,

Michigan.

The Sawyer family have, ever since their settlement

in Lyme, been prominently identified with the affairs

of the township. They were a numerous family, and

all wide-awake, stirring, intelligent people. Nearly

all of them acquired a handsome property, and one of

the family, Isaac, has gained a wide and well-deserved

reputation as a skillful surgeon. He lives at Monroe,

Michigan, where he takes rank as one of the leading

citizens of that place, and his medical practice, es-

pecially in the line of surgery, extends to many quar-

ters of the State. George Sawyer is a kind, generous

hearted man, highly esteemed by all who know him

well. At his resilience his uncle, James Sawyer, died

in 187">. He had lived a bachelor all his days, finding

a comfortable home with his brother until the latter's

death, when he was invited to his nephew's home.

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Sawyer were both worthy

members of the Protestant Episcopal Church.

Asa Nims and wife and several sons and their fami-

lies arrived in ls-.>7. and purchased the Major Strong

place. The widow aud children of Elihu Nims. who

died soon after his arrival, took the west part of the

land, which was subsequently sold and is now owned
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DAVID WILLIAMS.

Daniel William*, tlio father of David, was born near

Philadelphia, Pa., in 17 H -'!, where he resided with his fathor

and mother until his majority. Hi* father's name wa* David,

who wa< of Welsh extraction, and his mother's namo was

Margaret Lyons. Ho married .Miss Catharine Ilenney, of

Herman parentage, then living in Centre Co., Pa. In 1813

he removed to Ohio, and settled at Kouscburg, Wayne Co.

There were at the time only five families in the township,

and one old Quaker was the only resident of Woostor, Ohio.

In proces* of time, by industry and perseverance, he was

able to purchase land and to build a grist-mill, and had fair

prosperity. In 1833 he removed to the Fire-Lands, and settled

about two miles southeast of Bellevue, purchasing two hundred

ami forty acres of lnnd, about a mile west of his location, just

across the Huron County line, called the onk openings. He
raised a family of stalwart sons, whose industry and ability

to accomplish herculean feats of labor were a source of great

profit to him. At the time of his death, June 27, 1858, he was

the possessor of seven hundred acres of good farming land,

much of it under cultivation.

His children wore Anna
Catharine, John Adam, Da-

vid, Betsey, Ellen, John, Jo-

seph, Wm. Henry, Daniel,

Adam, Levi, and Lydia.

Of the sons, John is at

present residing near Milan,

Ohio, a well-to-do farmer.

Joseph died some years ago,

leaving his family a goodly

inheritance; ho was an ex-

cellent man, strictly upright,

and he willever be gratefully

remembered by those who
knew him well. Adam re-

sides near Bellevue, and has a

family of three industrious,

hard-working boys
; one of

them, William, the oldest, is

married. Levi died, many
years since, of typhoid fever.

David, the subject of thi»

notice, was born in Centre

Co., Pa., Feb. 10, 1810.

In 1833 he married He-

becca, daughterof Zadok and

liulh Elliott, then residing

in Wayne Co., Ohio. Her

parents were of English ori-

gin, and settled in Maryland

at an early day.

Soon after his father's re-

moval to Huron County, Da-

vid came likewise, and settled near Hunt's Corner*. A few

year* later he removed to tho oak openings tract, in Seneca

County, and engaged in the burning of lime. He found it to

bo a profitable business, but in 1845 he had the misfortune

to have his house burned by accident, destroying nearly

the whole of his household goods, and consuming |300 in

money.

This event is fresh in the mind of the writer, who was then

less than three yean old. It was on a Sunday. He bad been

with his parents to church. When, on returning, they came in

sight of the house, and saw it enveloped in flames, he will never

forget the look of anguish in his mother's face, for her infant

child, hardly six months old, had been left at home with the

nurse, as also her two oldest children,—the one ten and the other

eight years of age. That anxious look was indelibly stamped

upon tho memory of childhood, a* also the sight of the burning

dwelling, from which smoke and flames were angrily leaping,

and the fury of speed with which the horsea were urged onward.

The mother arrived to find that the babe had been rescued

from the flame* by the heroic act of the hired man, just in

lime to save its life. The subsequent life of Mr. Williams was,

for the most part, that of a well-to-do farmer. His neighbors

accorded him tho prniso of being tho most intelligent tiller

of the soil in his township,—an intelligence, combined with

an indefatigable industry, that resulted in keeping his field*

in most excellent condition, and in yielding him generous

returns fur his labor.

His wifo, and tho mother of his children (and no mother

was fonder of her own than was she), died Oct. 0, 1854, Six

sons and two daughters were born to thorn, as follows ; Daniel

P., April 28, 1836; Esther A., March 16, 1837; John, Sept.

IS, 183!>; William W., April 28, 1842; Hamilton Z
,
July 2,

1844; Theodore F., Dec. 7, 1848; Loui* A., Jan. 22, 1849;

and Kosa It., March 14, 1851.

Daniel married Mary J. Burns, by whom he had two chil-

dren,—James and Burton. Ho died Nov. 9, 1802. Hewasnn
exceptionally promising young man, a good writer, and a for-

cible speakor. He was a great admirer of Stephen A. Douglas,

for whom he voted for President in 18S0, and was a delegate

to the OemiH-rnlic State

Convention, held that year at

Des Moines, Iowa, in which

State he was then a resident.

Esther A. is the wife of

Henry Forney, and resides at

Marshalltown, Iowa, where

she has a pleasant and com-

fortable home. She has a

family of live children,

—

four sons and one daughter.

John died Dec. 14, 1844.

William W. is the pub-

lisher of this volume. Ho
married Susan C, daughter

of Buurdctt Wood, of Bellc-

vue, Ohio, April !>, 1888,

who died Nov. 6, 1872. He
has two children,— Bourdett

W. and Susan E.

Hamilton /. married Flor-

ence, daughter of Horatio

Adams, Sept. 12, 1870. They

have two children.

Theodoro F. married

Sarah, daughter of M. Eck-

hart. They have three

children.

Louis A. married Jessie,

daughter of II. M. Sinclair.

She died in July, 1873. He
has one child,—draco.

The last three named are

associated with William W.,

in tho publication of county histories. Rosa B. married Mel

ville Warner, of Wooster, Ohio. They have one child.

Mr. Williams, tho subject of this memoir, married Eliza,

widow of Nathan Cook, July 2!>, 1855. She bore him one son,

—Charles, born July 30, 18*'.", now in thojunior year of Ken j on

College, (5am bier, Ohio. With Mr«. Cook'l introduction into

the family of Mr. Williams name her three-children, Collins (
'.,

now deputy postmaster and insurance agent, Bellevue; James

D., residing in Norwalk, Ohio, where he is associated with his

wifo'* father, Mr. W. H. Little, in the hardware business ; and

Ella, who became the wifo of E. J. Sheffield, and died April 3,

1870. She was a lady of many admirable traits of character.

Mr. Williams died Feb. IS, 1871, and his widow, Jan. 3, 1870.

He gave to nil his children u fair education. None of his boys,

seemed inclined to follow his chosen avocation of farmer, and

ho therefore sold his farm, after the marriage of the youngest

son, and t>ok up his residence in Bellevue. He was a devoted

member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to whofcO support

ho wa* a liberal contributor. He was a man of sound judg-

ment, strong convictions, and faultless life.
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by Calvin Barnard; Worthington took the middle

part, on which he now resides, awl Samuel the east

part, which the family now occupy. Asa Xims died

in the year 1840, and Mrs. Nims in 1847.

Horatio Long, in 1827 or about that time, pur-

chased a few acres of land on the line between the

farms of Zadoc Strong and Abner Nims. where lie

settled and set up a tannery, which he carried on in

connection with shoemaking for teu or twelve years,

when he purchased additional hind and afterward*

established a nursery and engaged extensively in the

cultivation of fruit.

Winthrop Ballard settled on lot number one, sec-

tion two, in the year 1828. A family of the name of

Markham had previously occupied the lot fur a num-
ber of years. Horace Ballard came about the same
time and located on lot number fourteen, in the third

section, having for some time previous lived on But-

ternut ridge.

John C. Kinney came in about the year 1828, and

built his dwelling near the corner of lot number
eleven, and put up a blacksmith shop near the corner

of lot number twelve or thirteen. He subsequently

sold to Martin Blodgett and removed to the corners

west of Stephen Russell's, where he resided until

1835 or *30, when he sold to Ebenezer Welch.

In 1830, M. N. Marvin, from New London, Con-

necticut, settled on lot number eleven, where he

lived until his death, when the family removed from

the township.

Ralph and John Stults came in the vear 1831. from

New York State, and settled on the Blodgett place, lot

number ten, second section. A few years after John

died and Kalph changed his location to the south

part of the farm, where he afterwards lived. He
died in September, 1856. His widow and three of

the seven children arc still living.

Dr. Charles Smith came into the township from

Granville, Ohio, in the year 1826. He was formerly

from Westfield, Massachusetts, where he was born.

He married Mehitabel, sister of John Seymour, the

fruit of which union was three sons, viz: Charles, w ho

died in infancy: George E. , who adopted the profes-

sion of his father, and James B., a farmer. Dr.

Smith settled in the northwest corner of the Ballard

lot, but owned additional land on the north prairie.

He was a good physician, and a man of intelligence

and public spirit. He died in Lyme, in March, 1801.

His first wife died on 18.">4. and he subsequentlj mar-

ried the widow of Lemuel Morse.

In 183C or 1837, Dr. Otis Boise came from Cort-

land county, New York, and lived for a number of

years on the Ballard place, and practiced medicine

awhile in partnership with Dr. Charles Smith. He
subsequently removed to Oberlin, where he practiced

his profession several years, when he returned to

Lvme aud took up his residence on the south part of

lot number thirteen, formerly owned by George Han-

ford. In about the year 1858, he removed to Cleve-

land, where he afterwards died. His widow now lives

;
with her son Spencer W., who sold the old homestead

to the present owner. Delos Karon, in 1807 or '68.

Ebenezer Welch came in about 1830, and pur-

chased the blacksmith shop of John C. Keuney. He
married Mary Hnbbcll, daughter of Es«piirc Hubbell,

of Mouroeville. and bought a house and lot south of

Russell's tavern, which he enlarged and occupied

until his death. Decembers, 1S6.V He followed his

trade of blacksmith. His wife sold the place to Win.

Walter in 187". A part of this house was built by

Martin Blanding, of Ilartford, Pennsylvania, in about

1828. He remained but a short time, when he sold

out and returned east.

Rev. E. Conger came from Ridgefield in about

1831. and purchased a few acres on lot number twelve,

on which he built a house. He resided there until

183G, when he sold and removed to Fremont.

George Morehead moved, from Harrison county,

West Virginia, into the southern part of Ohio, where

he lived several years. He came to Huron county in

1832. locating in Lyme township about 1842. His

family consisted of wife and one child. Mary, who
married Philip Heymann, and lives in Wood county.

|

Mr. Morehead located at Hunt's Corners in 1842. He
was a soldier of the war of 1812, and contracted," in

the swamps, a fever which rendered him a cripple

|

through life. He died May 2, 1873. Mrs. Morehead

died in about 1838. Twochildren were born subsequent

|

to their locating in Huron county: Emily, who mar-

ried Joseph Morris, and lives in Illinois, and Andrew

J., who is the only son of the family living in the

township.

Daniel Williams came to Ohio, from Center ounty,

Pennsylvania, with his family, in the year 1813.

He settled at Ronseburg. Wayne county, and re-

sided there until August, 1833, when he removed

to Lyme, and settled on lot number two, where

Martin Hayward now lives. He sold the farm to

Hayward in ISjo, after which he and his aged wife

! made their home with their son, John Williams, near

Milan, and where they died, he in June. 1858, and she,

I

February, 1862. They had a family of eight children:

David, the eldest son. resided, for a number of years,

in the southwest part of section four, on lot twenty-

I

four, on which he erected a substantial brick dwelling.

He was residing in Bellevue at the time of his death,

in February, 1871. Adam Williams, in 1850. settled

i m lot Dumber three, in the third section, and still

resides then-.

In 1837. or about that time, Henry Hayward located

on lot number six. in the fourth section; S. W.
Standart. on number seven; Prosper Twist, on eleven,

and. at an earlier date. Needham Standart on lot

twelve: Joseph Wood occupied lot thirteen.

Several families came to Lyme from England in

1833. prominent among which was that of Daniel

J

Cowle who emigrated from Devonshire in the fall of

the above year. He located on seventy-eight and one-

half acres in lot three, section two. His family con-

sisted of wife and four children, viz: Hannah, who
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married John Meginson, and lives in Lyme, on the

east part of the McCurdy tract; Samuel, who died

single; Mary Ann, who also died single, and Daniel,

who married Abigail Stebbius, and lives on the old

homestead. He has in his possession some very

interesting family relies, among which is a sabre of

fine workmanship, which his father carried in the

French wars. Mr. Cowle died December 29, 1858, i

aged seventy-three. Mrs. Cowle died in about 1 841*.

Jobo Bragg arrived about the same time, and set-

tled on number four in the same section. John
Lewis, a carpenter and joiner, occupied for several

years a house of Winthrop Ballard on the ridge,

south of the road, where he died, and his family re-

moved to the Gurdon Woodward place— lot number
niue in the fourth section. The childreu were:

William, John, Irwin, Richard and Libby, the most

of whom were remarkable for their talents as mus-

cians, William having been, for years, one of the most

noted violinists in the United States.

George Richey came about the same time from

Pennsylvania, and settled on lot four in section two.

John Wright came from England in 1833. and
worked for some time for William llolton, Richard

Wool way and Stephen Russell. He purchased laud

in Groton. on the old Sandusky road, three-fourths of

a mile north of the ridge, and entered largely into

farming. He purchased much land, and accumulated

property very fast. He married Betsey Ford, daugh-

ter of James ami Mary Ford, by whom he had ten

children. Three died in childhood, and seven—three

daughters and four sons are still living: Alfred,

Josephine, Eliza, Emma. Aubery. Hubert and George

A. Alfred married Mary Ann Meginson. and lives

on the old homestead; Josephine married William

Nims: Eliza married Frederick B. Russell, and lives

in Plymouth: Emma is married, and resides in

Toledo. Mr. Wright, some years since, bought the

Winthrop Ballard farm on which he moved with his

family. No man in the township has had a more suc-

te-sful career. His indomitable perseverance, united

with rare judgment, has assisted him in amassing a

handsome property. His lands of which he owns
nearly twenty-five hundred acres, lie mostly in Erie

county, and are for the most part of unsurpassed

fertility. esju-eially adapted to the growing of corn.

James Ford, a Protestant Methodist preacher, came
|

from England in 1833 and purchased the Ferguson

farill, lot number four, fourth section of Groton. He
died soon after, leaving the money for the paymeut
of the farm on deposit in a bank in New York city.

His wife, who was a woman of much energy of char-

acter, subsequently obtained the money and paid for

the farm, settled the estate of her deceased husband,

and so managed as to raise a family of eight.children,

all of whom became useful members of society. Mrs.

Ford died February 10, 1870.

In 1833, H. R. Jerome -ettlcd on lot number two,

in the second section. He finally removed to Michi-

gan. Ranar Knox came soon after, and purchased

the Hanford place, where he resided until his removal

to Missouri.

Barney Campbell, brother of John K., settled on

lot number eleven, which had previously been pur-

chased by Silva and Frith. Subsequently, Dr. B. G.

Rushton settled on the lot, and occupied it until his

death.

Alfred Stebbius was a native of Massachusetts, but

lived for some time in Gorham township, Ontario

county. New York. There he was married, February

13, 1831, to Eliza Fanning. Early in May. 1835, he

came to Clarksfield, Huron county, Ohio, where he

remained until fall, living on the farm now owned bv

widow Harland and her sons. In the fall he came to

Lyme, and lived at a number of places on Strong's

ridge, first buying a small piece of ground, upon which

he built a house. This he exchanged for fifty acres

of land now owned by Mrs. William Holton. In

183S. after various changes, he purchased one hun-

dred acres of land in lot twenty-three, upon which he

permanently settled. He afterwards purchased four

[

acres adjoining, upon which he erected the fine brick

residence where he now resides. One child, Calista,

was born previous to his coming to Ohio. She married

Delos Eaton, and now lives in Lyme. After he came
to Ohio, three children, that are still living, were born:

Julia L., married S. E. Xiins; Cornelia married

Samuel Stevens, and Sabra married David B. Ninis.

All are now residents of Lyme. While living in

Clarksfield. Mr. and Mrs. Stebbius were attacked by

wolves, when on their way to church, but succeeded

in keeping them at bay, and arrived at their destina-

tion in safety.

Mr. Stebbeus owns one of the finest farm residences

in the township. He is a man widely and favorably

known, and is esteemed highest by those who know
him best.

Horatio S. Todd and his widowed mother (who

was a sister of the Strongs), with two or three daugh-

ters, came from Cortland county. New York, about

the year 1835. He purchased of Jacob Goodrich a

part of lot fifteen in the third section, the same now
occupied by E. W. Boise, and resided there until his

death.

.

Roswell Stebbius, also from Cortland county. New
York, arrived soon after Mr. Todd, and purchased a

portion of the same lot, on which he lived until his

death. His son Almerou now lives on the place.

N. C. Monroe purchased a part of lot eleven, about

183(5. and resided there until about 18<>5. when he

sold to J. D. Collins and removed to Michigan.

James D. Collins, a carpenter and joiner, came
from Ashtabula county in about 1844. and purchased

near the southeast corner of lot number twelve, and
built a hou-e in the grove on the south side of the

road. He al-o built a shop near by. He married

Mary Ann. daughter of Francis Strong. She lived

but a short time and died childless. He then married

Marin Webster, and has sime had three children, a

son and two daughters. The son. Albert, was killed
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by lightning when he was about twenty years old, in 1

a barn at Enterprise, in which lie had taken shelter i

from a thunder shower. The daughters, Maria and

Jane, are still living.

The Joseph Russell house was built by Moses Remiss;

another house then stood l>etwccn the Welsh and

Bemiss' bouses. These places have often changed

occupants, Joshua Ballard. Prosper Cravath, C. B.

Smith, Eber Rath burn and David Claxton, were

among them. Smith and Rathburn occupied them

for several years, and used the old store on the corner

for a wagon shop. Moses Bemiss bought the Smith

place and built a house, and also built a joiner shop

OB the southwest part of hi* lot, which ho occupied

several years and sold to I. S. Russell.

The lot next west of R. B. Russell's, on the oppo

site side, was sold by Mr» Russell to the Presbyterian

Church society, for a parsonage lot, in 1841. A
house and barn were built that year, and have since

been used by the pastors of that church. The lots
I

next wes^t, afterwards owned by Win. Hoiile and Dr.

Harcy. were purchased of Stephen Russell, by David
|

and Hiram Root, about 1827. The fir.«t building

erected was built by the Roots for drying hemp, and

the next one for a treading mill and hemp manufac-

tory. For a timo the hemp business excited consid-

erable interest, but soon failed, and the Roots sold to

Colonel James Smith aud went south. Colonel Smith

fitted up the drying house for a dwelling, and after-

ward sold it to Alexander Taylor, and purchased a

farm in Ridgerleld.

Mr. Babeock purchased a lot on the south line of

Stephen Russell's land, east of the turnpike, where

he remained but a short time. The house was after-

wards occupied by Gideon T. Mallory, I. I. Fnlkerson,

Benjamin Morris, and others.

FIRST EVENTS.

Mary Ann Strong, daughter of Francis and Mary

Curtis Strong, was the first child born in the town-

ship. The date of her birth was August 3. 1817.

She became the wife of Isaac D. Collins in 1840, and

died a short time afterwards. The pioneer nuptials

were those of Burwell Fitch and Susan Hawks, cele-
j

brated in the winter of 1810 and 1817. Thev settled .

in Sherman township, where they resided until their

death. The next marriage was that of Ira Bassett

and Polly Hand, which took place in the spring of

1817. Misa Polly had previously engaged to marry

Burwell Fitch, and, in fulfillment <>f the contract,

accompanied him to a justice of the jieace. at. Huron.

But «he had made a confession to a friend that she

did not love her betrothed, and that her promise to

marry him was due to undue persuasion by friends.
!

The friend to whom she confided her secret took occa-

sion to inform the justice concerning the matter, and
j

when the party appeared before him. he questioned I

them apart as to their willingness to enter iuto the

holy bonds of matrimony, one with the other. Fitch,

like Barkis, was willin', but. on learning that hi*
|

ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO. 387

affianced regarded the proposed relation with repug-

nance, which she frankly confessed to the magistrate,

wisely released her from the promise. Undaunted by

the failure of his first enterprise in this direction, he

immediately laid siege to the heart of Susan Hawks,
with the result above stated.

The first building erected was the log dwelling of

Conrad Hawks, built in 1808. The first frame house

was erected by Colonel Nathan Strong, in the year

1817, on the Bemiss place. The first brick dwellings

were those of John F. Adams and Horatio Loug,

built in 1827.

ORGANIZATION.

Prior to 1 81 *>, the township was attached to Ridge-

field for election purposes. Ridgefield was formed in

1815. at the first meeting of the commissioners, and
was made to include, in addition to its own territory,

and tile present townships of Lyme, the south half of

Oxford, together with the township of Sherman. In

1810 the north half of the township was annexed to

Wheatsborough. In 1818 the south half was so an-

nexed. Wheatsborough included a large part of

Groton also. In 1810 the name was changed to Lyme,

and on the third day of April, 1820, a regular meet-

ing of the electors of Lyme was held at the school

house in the Strong settlement, for the purpose of

electing township officers. The following were elected:

James Hamilton and George Sheffield, justices of the

jK'iiee; Stephen Russell, township clerk; Nathan
Strong. Gurdon Williams and Chester Hamilton,

trnstees; Joseph Strong and Zadock Strong, overseers

of the poor; Joseph Strong and James Hamilton,

fence viewers; Gurdon Williams, lister: Gurdon Wil-

liams and Chester Hamilton, appraisers of property;

Lester Strong, Joseph Kinney, Gurdon Woodward and

Levi Sutton, supervisors of highways; Gurdon Wil-

liams and Chester Hamilton, constables; Francis

Strong, treasurer.

Chester Hamilton did not appear to be duly quali-

fied within the time prescribed bylaw, and at a meet-

ing of the trustees, held June 3, 1820, John F. Ad-
ams was appointed in his place.

At a meeting of the township trustees, held March

5, 1824, Mark Hopkins, George Sheffield, and Ira

Bassett were appointed grand jurors, and Abner

Strong and Charles Rash, petit jurors.

At the regular election held April 5, 1824, for the

purpose of electing township officers, thirty-three

qualified electors were present. At this time it was

voted that the supervisors request those subject to poll

tax to work two days extra in draining the prairies

for the preservation of health. Also, that the super-

visor should solicit subscriptions from non resident

land-holders for this purpose.

At the fall election, held October 11, 1825, fifty-

two electors were present. At this time Ebenezer

Merry had fifty votes for senator in the State legisla-

ture, and Elentheros Cook had fifty votes for represen-

tative.
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An adjourned meeting of the trustees was held

July 23, 182G, at which the job of building a bridge

across the deep ran brook was let, and turnpiking. in-

cluding said bridge, six rods, the same to be raised

eighteen inches above the surface of the ground: the

bridge to be twelve feet loug and sixteen feet wide: the

whole to be completed by the 15th of October, 1820.

The work was let to Levi Sutton for the sum of rive

dollars, sixty-two and one-half cents.

There were present at the October election, 1826.

fifty-eight voters. Alexander Campbell received the

full number of votes cast, for governor. Eleutheros

Cook received fifty-seven votes for representative in

cougress. David Campbell had fifty-seven votes for

State representative.

The township officers for 1 8 7i» are: A. Morehead

and E. O. Merry, justices of the peace; Charles D.

Smith, clerk: John S. Wise, Daniel Cowle and

diaries Sawyer, trustees: E. L. Dole, treasurer; E.

0. Merry, assessor; Jerry De Witt and Johu Demp-
sey, constables.

CHURCHES.

FIltST PHKSHYTERIAX < HL UCII.

The first Presbyterian Church of Lyme was organ-

ized in July. 181 r, by Revs. John Seward, John

Treat and Alvin Cue, missionaries from Connecticut,

as a committee sent by the Presbytery of Grand river.

They came about one hundred miles through the

woods for that purpose.

The first meeting was held at the house of Francis

Strong, July 15, 1817, by Rev. Mr. Treat. The
following persons were examined and approved:

Susannah Raker, Phebe Root, Dinah Strong, Anna
Ferguson and Anna Silvey. The meeting adjourned

till the 17th of July, when John Baker. Francis

Strong, Wm. Richey, Win, Ferguson and Jacob Good-

rich, were also examined. These persons, with the

exception of Anna Silvey, who was not present at this

meeting, subscribed to the articles of faith and cove-

nant presented by the Grand River Presbytery. After

divine services, the church held a meeting at which a

constitution and articles of faith were adopted. They

then made choice of John Baker as moderator, Jacob

Goodrich, clerk, and Wm. Richey and Francis Strong,

as standing committee. •

From the formation of the church, in July, 1817.

they met in the log school house, with very little

preaching, until 182i>, when Lott B. Sullivan, a can-

didate for the ministry, came among them, and was

employe] temporarily. On the 20th of March, the

church and society gave him a call to settle with them
as pastor. He accepted the call, and was ordained

and installed June Hth, of the same year. During

his pastorate of about three years, fourteen members

were added to the church. For the two years follow-

in? his departure, there was no regular preaching.

Sabbath school and day schools were established.

In the spring of 1824. Rev. Enoch Conger, from

Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania, came to the

county, and located at New Haven and Greenfield.

I
and. in the summer of that 'year. Rev. John Beach

came and located in Lyme and Peru. Mr. Beach

preached one-fourth the time at the log school house

in Lyme. His family lived in Peru, where he labored

one half of the time. The remainder of the time he

preached in t he framed school house, at Cook**

Corners.

The people of Lyme and Ridgefield were desirous

of having a minister all the time and made application

1 to both Mr. Beach and Mr. Conger to settle with

them, leaving the matter with the two ministers to

decide which should come. Mr. Conger accepted

the call and commenced his labors in October, 182(J.

He continued as pastor nine*years, when he was suc-

ceeded by Randolph Stone, who labored with the

I

church six months. He was succeeded by Rev. Xeno-

phon Betts. who remained about three and one-fourth

years. In April. 1841, Rev. S. W. Barritt succeeded

bin:: he remained about four and one-half years, and

was followed by Rev. II. X. Bissell, in November,
1845. Mr. Bissell continued in charge eight and

one-half years, and was succeeded, in July, 1854. by

Rev. Theophilus Packard, who remained its pastor

about one and one-half years. In January, 1850,

Rev. E. B. Gilliert came. He was followed by Rev.

J. B. Sheldon, both of whom served one and one-

half years. Rev. E. D. Smith came in January,

I860, and remained three years. He was succeeded.

May 25. tS'U. by Rev. W. T. Hart, the present pastor.

In 18?0-?1, dissensions arose in the church, which

finally, by vote, in 1872, withdrew from the Presby-

tery, and united with the Coiigregationalists, at the

same time changing their name.

The log school and meeting house was built in

t 1818, and the first brick school house in 1828, at a

cost of four hundred and fifty dollars. The church

I was built in 1835, and cost two thousand and six

hundred dollars. The parsonage and outbuildings

cost one thousand dollars.

From 1817 until 1870, there were received into the

church three hundred and ninety-seven members.

One hundred and thirtv-eijjht have died, and one

hundred and thirty-six have been dismissed. Some
have wandered off. The total membership in 1870

was eighty-nine. Since that time sixty-oue have been

received into the church.

TltlXITY PilOTESTAXT EPISCOPAL CUl'RCH.

Trinity Protestant Episcopal Church was organized

Septeml>or, lK3fj. The constituent members were:

Amos Woodward and wife. Rachel: Stephen Sawyer and

wife, Dorothy: Mary Arlington, James Sawyer, Mat-

thew Marvin and wife, Sarah, Joseph Wood and

wife. Jonathan Prentiss: Mrs. Julia Ann McCurdy,

and possibly, others whose names arc forgotten.

The first services were held as early as 1822, in one

,
room of the house of Amos Woodward, who read the
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service, as appointed in the Prayer Book. There

were but four communicants in the township at

that time. On February 16, 1833, Rev. John P.

Bosman hold service in the house of Richard L. Mc-

Curdy. In January, 1836, Rev. E. Punderson as-

sumed charge of the parish, and preached every third

Sunday in the school house, where the church was

organized, and where meetings were held until the

erection of the first church in 1846, on ground given

by R. L. McCurdy. This stood on the site of the

present one, and cost some one thousand two hundred

dollars. It was first occupied on Christmas Day,

1846. In the February following, it was destroyed by

fire. Work was begun soon after, on a new church

which was partly completed, and first occupied on

Christmas, 1847. This cost about oue thousand six

hundred dollars. The Rev. J. Rice Taylor, of Milan,

preached the first sermon. Rev. Mr. Punderson re-

mained in charge four years, when he went away, and

was gone one year. He then returned and located in

Bellevue, preaching in this parish until 1847. Since

that time the following clergymen have officiated:

Rev. II. Powers, three months; Abrain Bronsou. six

months: Rodolphus K. Nash, two years: George S.

Davis, two years: Moses Hamilton, twelve years: De
Witt C. Howard, two years, and Jeremiah Karcher,

five years, and is the present rector and resident at

Monroeville.

The officers on organization were: Amos Woodward,

senior warden, and Stepheu Sawyer, junior warden;

Gurdou Woodward, Matthew Marvin. Jonathan

Prentiss, George Frith and James Sawyer, vestrymen.

The present wardens are: Edwin Prentiss, senior

warden and Sylvanus Mallett, junior warden.

EARLY INDUSTRIAL PCBSIITS.

In 1818, Asaph, Erastus and Israel Cook came with

their father, who settled at Cook's corners, near the

eastern line of Lyme. They built a large treading

mill and dry house for dressing and cleaning hemp
without rotting. This business excited considerable

interest and was expected to prove profitable to the

owners and the community. Smaller mills were erected

at Monroeville, and at other points, one by Horace

Johuson, one by David Root, and others. The hemp
was at first thought to be as strong as the best Rus-

sian hemp, and commanded about the same price;

but, by experience in using, it was found that it

would not bear friction when dry, and, when wet,

rope made from it became loose and spongy, and

could not be used as cordage for vessels. The price

fell and the market failed entirely, many who en-

gaged in it suffering loss and disappointment.

In 1817, Gurdou Williams came as a peddler from

Connecticut. He was owner of a large tract of land

in Lyme township. In 1822 or '23, he brought on a

stock of goods and opened a store in a log building

near the south line of the township, in the southwest

part, where he continued in business about eight

years, in the meantime improving his property. He

I
afterwards sold out and became a wholesale dealer in

salt at Syracuse, New York.

In early days, goods came from Buffalo to Huron
in vessels during the summer, and. in the winter, by

land in wagons. Articles in use then brought high

prices. Whisky was mode in the country, and sold

for two shillings per gallon; salt was five dollars per

barrel; tea, fourteen to sixteen shillings per pound;

calico and sheeting, five shillings per yard; axes, three

dollars each; hoes, nine shillings: nails, one shilling

and sixpence to two shillings and sixpence per pound.

Goods were sold on the ridge about 1823, but the

first regular store opened there was in 1827, by Strong

& Boise. It was located near the house of R. B.

Russell. They continued in business oue year and

sold to Nathaniel Markham. He built a frame store

at Russell's corner and continued in trade several

' years. J. K. Campbell, L. Strong and others eon-

I

tinned the business for a number of years, but the

trade finally centered at Bellevue.

Some time about 1823, Romeo Bassctt, who owned

a farm in the southeast part of the township, mort-

gaged his property for a stock of goods, and opened a

store, having as clerk or partner Richard R. Sutton.

He failed in business, and soon died.

Lyman E. Strung and Levitt Boise brought a stock

of goods to Lyme about 1828, after the opening of

the Sandusky and Columbus pike, and opened a store

in a log house belonging to Mr. Russell, on or near

the ridge. Later they built a store north of the ridge

road, and opposite Abner Strong's tavern, which they

occupied for a short time, when they sold to Nathan-

iel Needham. After a few years he sold to Lyman
Strong and De Witt Ballard, who continued the busi-

ness two or three years and then closed out. Tho
store room was afterwards occupied as a wagon shop,

and for other business.

Pelatiah Strong, sou of Aimer Strong, exchanged

|

his farm for a stock of goods and opened them in a

I store built by John C. Kinney, near his blacksmith

I

shop, but continued in trade only a short time, when

I
he sold to I. and T. West. This store changed hands

|

several times, and was finally closed and converted

into a dwelling bouse.

Tlie first saw mill was built in the south part of the

township on Frink run by Levi Sutton, in 1814 or

1815. Another saw mill was built about 1830, on a

creek which drains the prairies in the west part of

the township in Bellevue. It was afterwards used

for a brewery, and is now a part of the distillery of

Chapman ami Woodward.

A tannery was built about ls »7. by Horatio Long,

on a few acres of land purchased by him near the line

of Abner Nims and Zadoc Strong, lie carried on the

, business of tanning and shoemakiug some ten or

twelve years, when he discontinued the business ami

became a farmer.

John C. Kinney came to Lyme about 1828, and

opened a blacksmith shop near the corner of lot twelve

or thirteen. He afterwards sold to Martin Blodgett.
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BELLEVUE.
ITS LOCATION.

About one half of the village lie* in Huron, and the

other one half in Sandusky county. The county

line road, or that part of it lying within the corporate

limits of the village, being called West street, divides

the town into nearly equal divisions. The center of

this road is the western limit of the Fire-lands and of

the Western Reserve. The eastern half of Bcllevue

is situated in the extreme northwestern part of Lyme
township, and the western half in the southwestern

part of York township, Sandusky county. The south-

western corner of Erie county, and the northeast cor-

ner of Seneca county, lie adjoining the extreme north-

east and southwest limits of the village. The town is

situated on the southern branch of the Toledo and

Cleveland division of the Lake Shore railroad.

ITS NAME.

The post office was first known as York X Roads,

and the village was called Amsden's Corners, in honor

of T. G. Atnsden, its first merchant. It continued to

be so known until the year 1839. when, upon the

completion of the Mad River and Like Erie railroad

to this point, it was changed to Bcllevue. The pre-

vailing opinion among old settlen is that it was so

named in honor of James H. Bell, the civil engineer

who surveyed the route through this place for the

Mad River road. Some, however, claim that the pro-

prietors of the road, and the chief residents of the

town agreed upon the name of Bcllevue, Itecanse the

signification of the word made it an appropriate name
for the village, which, by reason of its location and

surroundings well merited a name which means "a
beautiful view." At all events the name has a musi-

cal ring, atid no resident of the place can regret that

it was so called.

ITS FIRST SKTTLEKs.

The year 1 S 15 marks the date when Mr. Mark
Hopkins, the first settler within the corporate limits

of Bellevue as now established, came to this locality.

He came hither with his family and accompanied by

a bachelor brother, from tfeiiessce county. New York,

and built a log house on land now owned and occu-

pied by Peter Bates.

Elnathan (ieorge, from the same place, was the

next settler. He purchased one acre of land embrac-

ing, with other contiguous ground, the lot whereou
now stands the Treniont House. He gave a cow in

exchange for his purchase. Here was lunlt In Mr.

George the second building ol the town, in the year

1810. In the following year he built an addition to

his dwelling and ojiened his house as a tavern.

The third new-comer was Return Burlingsoti, who
selected land on the Sandusky county sulc. and in the

year LSI 7 built him a log dwelling, and started a

blacksmith shop. His pnrchaM comprised what is now

ID ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

known as the Herl property. Mr. Burlingson was a

resident of Bellevue for many years, but finally left

for California.

In the year 1819 Mr. John C. Kinney completed a

log house near the present site of the Bcllevne bank

building.

This year, 1819, marks the date of the arrival of

two very important new-comers—men who were iden-

tified with the history of our village, and to whom,
more than any other two men, was it indebted for its

prosperity. These men were Thomas G. Amsden and

Frederick A. Chapmau. The Chapmans came first

to Ohio in 1814, soon followed by Mr. Amsden, and,

establishing their headquarters at the mouth of the

Huron river, carried on a very successful traffic with

the Indians, exchanging with them goods and articles

of which the red men stood in need, for pelts and furs.

Besides trading with the Indians, they were engaged

in hunting and trapping. They were daring and in-

trepid, full of push and energy, with excellent busi-

ness abilities, and though they were young men, they

accumulated considerable means for those days.

Mr. Chapman's father and brother followed him

to Ohio in a year or two after his own arrival and

settled at or near the present town of Huron, in Erie

county. In 1819 Mr. Amsden and Mr. Chapman
came to this locality and began the purchase of prop-

erty at this point, and did all in their power to attract

settlers hither.

However, they continued their traffic with the In-

dians and French, and for two years Mr. Amsdeu
made his headquarters at Carrion river, now Port

Clinton. In 1821 ho established himself at Detroit,

and during the latter part of 1822 he carried on a

mercantile business at Green Bay for Mr. Daniel

Whitney. In 1823 he returned to this locality. He
brought with him a stock of goods belonging to Mr.

Whitney, and opened the first store at this point in

November, 1823. This was Bellevue's pioneer store,

and the business was carried on in the building erect-

ed by Mr. Burlingson, which stood on ground now
occupied by the town hall. In 1825 he formed a co-

partnership with Mr. Chapman, and the firm pur-

chased the stock of goods of Mr. Whitney. They
ojiened a store at the same time at Castalia, Mr.

Chapman taking charge of the business at that point,

and Mr. Amsden of the business at this point. It

was at this time that the village received its name of

"Amsden's Coiners."

In the meantime Charles F. Drake had settled here,

and in the year 1822 purchased of the government

the east one-half of the southeast quarter of section

twenty-five of what now is York township, embracing

the greater part of the present village on the Sandusky

county side, and in 1823 Captain Zadoc Strong en-

tered for Dr. James Strong the eighty acres next west.

Mr. Nathaniel Chapman was among the first citi-

zens of the place. Like his brother, he had traded

with the Indians, and when he arrived here for the

I
purpose of making this his home, he had some means.
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THOMAS 0. AMSDEN.

There is, perhaps, no name more familiar to (he older residents of Bellevue

than thai of Amsden, the place having lir-t b«cn nailed "Amnion's Cor-

ner*," (rum tbo subject of tlti< •keteh. who opened here tbo first store, in the

fall of 1823.

On first coining to this county, in the latter part of the year 1819, Mr.
Amnion beoamo associated with V. A. Chapman and one or two brothers of

lbs latter (who had immigrated to Ohio a little before) in the perilous hut

strangely attractive business of hunting, trapping, and trading with the

Indians. They extended their operations a* far welt as Detroit, Mackinaw,
and CSreen Bay. The adventures experienced by then young men (who
vera hardly more than boys at the time), if properly written out, woufd
form a Tuluiue of romance full of thrilling interest. We hare space for

• nly one incident, which had a sad and tragic termination for one of the

party. In after-years it was often related to their friends by the two sur-

vivors, and ha-* been put on record by a local chronicler. (See Ao/e.)

Mr. Amsden, F. A. Chapman, and his younger brother were at one time

carrying on their operations near Detroit and in Canada, along tbo north

snore of I. ;ikc Erio. They had secured a valuable pack of furs, which
tempted the cupidity of the Indians, by whom they were waylaid, robbed,

and taken prisoners. Of course, they watched every opportunity to escape.

Tiny managed, by the presentation of some trinkets which they happened
hi liare in their possession, to secure the hearty good-will of an old squaw,
who took a time when the Indians were less than usually vigilant, and
aasunaj) the boya to escape by untying the cords with which they were
l . j i

j
• I . It was midwinter, ami, to avoid the least noise, they were obliged

to remove their shoes and start in

their stocking-feel. The Indians soon

discovered their escape, and made
»frer tlirm. Then commenced a race

Mr life. The redskin* overtook the

younger Chapman, who «u never
afterward heard from, and who is

•up|H>-cd to have been killed. Ami-
den and the other Chapman made
for the lake. It boing froien over,

mm y struck across for the opposite

tborc With frozen and bleeding

feet they arrived at a hamlet on this

side, about where Huron or Vermil-
ion now ia. There they found the

friends and refreshment they must
•only havo needed to prolong the

lives which their determined energy
'iai| saved.

As above stated, Mr. Amsden first

established himself ut Rellerue, then

Amsden Corners, in the tatter part

uf ISM. lie was from that time, for

several years, associated with F. A.
Chapman in general merchandising.
Their goods were at first adapted to

trading with the Indian*, who were
then: the principal inhabitants. As the

Indiansdcomucd, and the white folks

multiplied, they continued the busi-

ness, increasing it aa trade demanded.
Beginning in a log but, they finally

carried it on in a more pretentious

frame building, the first of the kind
in this region, a part of it being
occupies) by Mr. Amsden aa a family

n ridanML This building was event-
ually torn away to make room for tbe

stone block in which the First Nation-
al Bank now Is.

In this frame building (known as

the " Red Store," from the color in

»liich it was painted) the firm of Chapman A Atnsdcn did a prosper-
ous business for ten years. Mr. Am*dcu then sold out bis interest to Dr.

!..<;. II iri.ii. •'. in June, 1833, and went to farming, having purchased three

hundred acres of land of Mr. Samuel Miller. He afterward did business

somcycar* with Mr. Bramwell, in the stone building that was burned down
by a fire which swept the ground where the I'nion Block now stands.

After this (about 1848) he established a store and distillery in Monroc-
villr, which proved an unfortunate investment, and left him in comparatively
-Iraitcncd circumstances. Enough, however, wss laved to keep him and
hi* family in comfort for the remainder of his days. After a few years
•pent in comparative retirement In Bellevue, he sold what he bad left here
sml purchased a small farm near Fremont, where bo died, Dec, 7, 1S7A, nt

the age of seventy-nine years, one month, and twenty-nino days.

Mr. Amsden was a man of great physical energy and endurance, as well

a* nf fine intellectual qualities, and in his long partnership with Mr. Chap-
man took the principal charge of the out-door business, while Mr. Chapman
managed tbo office-work. Mr. Amsden was highly respected for his un-
swerving integrity, and genial, affable manners. He was so widely known
'"r his sound and reliable judgment that, for many years, his advice was
uniformly taken before any new enterprise of importance was started.

His name bail become a household word. He was for nearly thirty years a

prominent and faithful member of the I. 0.0. F. In Bellevue, and uftcrward

in Fremont. At the time of his death appropriate resolutions of sympathy
abd res|iect were passed by tbe order, and a large delegation from the

encampment at Fremont accompanied his remains to the beautiful ceme-
tery at Bellevue, where they were deposited amid the ashes of his dead,

—hit first wife and several children having preceded him to the Spirit-
land.

Mr. Amsden was elected justice of the peace for several terms at Belle
vue, and was also postmaster some years, when ho first came to this place,
the post-office being in his store. His entire education was received in the
common schools of New York ; but it was sufficient to fit him for the busi-
ness of teaching, which he followed in hi* younger days. Ho was always
a liberal supporter of the Protestant Episcopal Church.
A brief genealogical record will clow this sketch:
Thomas <>. Amsden was born Sept. 9, 1797, in Ontario Co., N. V . bis

father, Isaac Amsden, owning a farm between Geneva and Canandaigun.
His ancestors were from Massachusetts, and of English origin. He was
twice married, his first wife being Lydia Chapman, a sister of F. A. Chap-
man, his partner in business. They were married about the time the
firm went into business at Bellevue, which was, as above state, I, in the
latter part of the year 1823. Of this marriage there wero seven children,
—Sarah, Mary, Isaac, Thomas (then two that died in infancy), ami
William.
Sarah marries:! the Hon. J. P. Shoemaker, living at Amsden, Mich., a

place so called from the subject of this sketch, who onoo owned the land
on which the place is situated. They have five children,—three boys and
two girls. ,

Mary married Ahishai Woodward, son of the late tiurdon Woodward,
May !A, 1847. Mr. Woodward is a prominent banker and businessman
of Bellevue, now owning Uie Brain well Plaee, which he has rebuilt and

greatly improved. They have seven
children,—tiurdon, Mary, Thomas,
tiertrude, Abishai, Cornelia, and Alice-

Sarah,—as Interesting and promis-
ing a family as any patriarch could
desire.

Isaac married Cornelia Birdseyc, in

Sandusky County, and now resides in

Fremont, where he Is doing a pros-
perous business in the lumber trade.

They bare five children,—three girls

and two boy*.

Thomas was married in Monroe,
villo, and had three children. Ho
died some years since in Bellevue.

William married in Fremont. Dur-
ing the late war he enlisted in the
tinny, and was soon made captain in

the .'Id Ohio Cavalry. In the spring
of 1862 ho was prostrated by camp
fever, near Corinth, Miss. He wn*
first brought to a hospital in Cincin-
nati, and thence to bis home in Fre-
mont, where he died, June 19, 1861,
His body lie* with kindred dust in

the Bellevue Cemetery. He was a

most promising young man,—one of

the many noble spirits who freely

ufTered up their lives to save the life

of the republic.

Mr. Amsden s first wife died about

1841. A few years subsequently be
married Miss Harriet Wiles, of MOB*
rocrille, by whom he bad live chil-

dren,— Emily, Edward, I.iitic, Mag-
gie, and Harriet, the first two being
twins.

Emily is married to Charles Cul-
len, who is engaged in a successful

ilrygood* trade in Delta, Fulton Co.,

Ohio, where be also owns a flouring-

milt. He commenced life », an err. in I

boy in Mr. Amsdrn's store, and, between pluck and luck, he has gradually

worked his way up almost lo tbe top round in the ladder of fortune.

Edward lives at Canton, Ohio, where he has a music-store, and is also

engaged in the real-estate business. He is an ardent supporter of the

Episcopal Church in that place, of which he was made warden when
be was but little more than tweuty-onc. Ho was marriod in Seville, and
bos one child,—a daughter.

I.i.-vn- Is unmarried, and live* with her mother at Fremont.
Maggie died in Bellevue, about eleven yenrs old.

llaltie married a Mr. Rosa, in Fremont. She has two little girls, and
is also living with her mother.

Nora—We have fount] some confusion of recollection anil statement In regard to

tlie inUresiing adventure related abort), In the "Clint* st*>ut lite OM Folks," pub-
lished in tbe Mtllevttt fjocal .Vsies during the years 187a ami lain, this story is re-

lated as If only F. A. Chapman ami a younger brother were Concerned In II, and ss If

Ihe event occurred In tha vicinity of Cireen Hay. Itut the children of Mr. Amsden
stats so Js>»illvrly that they base often IteanJ their father speak of taking part in
this aiteentnre, that is have felt warranted In aaaoriating his name with it. In
other respeels, we have followed substantially the account contained In the " Chats."
But, from conversation* that w# have bail with the obtest living jdoneers, we are
rattier inclined to the opinion that the rapture look place near Detroit, instead
of fJrsan IUy; that only Amsden ami ". A. cbapman were captured at this time,
ttotb ca'aiiinc in the manner related; and that the adventure in which Alfred
Chapman lost bis life occurred, al another time, at a point farther west, ami In com-
pany with a young man by the name of Allen, who, in endeavoring to escape from
lite Indians, along with young Chapman, was cuin)Mslled to leave ihe latter to hi*
fate.
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He purchased a large tract of land, u part of it lying

within the present limits of the village. He was a

man of strong, native ability, and was always recog-

nized as one of the leading men of the town. He
possessed the ability to accumulate property, and

died worth a good many thousands of dollars. He
dealt largely in real estate, and in the purchase and

sale of sheep, horses and cattlo. He and Mr. Bourdett

Wood together purchased large tracts of land in the

west, ne was universally esteemed for his sound

business integrity, and for his liberality in the sup-

port of benevolent enterprises. He donated the lands

upon which the old Baptist church stands, and,

in many ways, proved himself a staunch friend of all

institutions whose object is the enlightenment and

elevation of man.

His daughter Angoline, in 1846, married the Rev.

James M. Morrow, a pro iuent minister of the

Methodist Episcopal Church. He was a chaplain in

the late war for about two years, and was connected

with the Xinety-niuth Ohio Infantry. While in the

service he came home several times on various benevo-

lent errands for the soldiers of his regiment—the last

time, in December, 18G3. Returning January 4th,

he was fatally injured in a railroad collision near

Dayton, Ohio, to which place he was taken, und died

there February 12, 18G4. His widow resides in

Bellevue.

THE GKOWTU OK UKLLEVfE.

From 1825 to 1840, the growth of the village

was slow, and it was not until about the time of the

building of the Mad River railroad to this place,

in 183U, that the advancement of the town received

any considerable impetus. This was an event of no

little importance to the protpectfl of the place, and in

183o, in view of the approaching completion of the

road, the land of the village on the Huron county side

was purchased of Gurdon Williams by F. A. Chapman,

T. G. Amsden, L. G. Harkness, and others, who lent

their best efforts to the advancement of the place. The
decade from 1830 to 1840, witnessed a number of

important arrivals in Bellevue—men who became \K>r-

manently identified with the town, and to whom its

rapid prosperity was in no small measure due. Dr.

L G. Harkness, who had been a practicing physician

in the western part of York township, came in 1833.

Abram Lei ter came the same year. J. B. Higbeeand

Benjamin and David Moore came in 1835. William

Byrues came in 1835. H. H. Brown was at this time

the hotel keeper, and was very active in his efforts

to assist the growth of the place. In 1835, the popu-

lation of the village could not have exceeded a hun-

dred people, while in 1840, a year after the completion

of the Mad River railroad, it numbered not less than

five hundred, and at the date of its incorporation,

1851, about eight hundred.

Cuyler Greene came here from New York State at

the ago of twenty-two, where he was born March 10,

1811. Upon his arrival he was engaged as salesman

for Chapman & Harkness. and afterwards suporin-

' tended for Mr. Chapman the old stone tavern, since

called the Exchange Hotel. He built the old stone

blacksmith shop, that for so many years stood where

the Bellevue bank building now is. In later years he

became the landlord of the Exchange Hotel, and then

of the Bellevue House, and then purchased the farm

! on the pike, two miles east of town, now known as

, the Richards farm. After a residence here of some

;

years, he bought the Bollister farm, on the ridge, east

of, aud near Monroeville, where he died December 3,

1848. February IT, 183<'>. he married Trvphena Fol-

lett, by whom he had four children: Malcom C, who
resides in Boston, where he is in prosperous business;

William E., who ha* for many years been actively en-

gaged in business life in Bellevue: Ferguson, who
died April 3, I8T5: and Frank B.. who died Septem-

ber 26. 184?. Cuyler Greene is said to have been a

man of good business talents, and his wife, afterwards

Mrs. Goodson, was an estimable lady, whom every one

who knew her esteemed for her excellence of character

and her devotion to every worthy object and laudable

enterprise.

In 1835, came J. B. Higbee, who is elsewhere re-

ferred to, Benjamin and David Moore ami William

Byrnes and others. Few men are more extensively

known in Bellevue aud the surrounding country than

Davit! Moore. He and his brother came here from

Union county. Pennsylvania, and both have lived

right here for a period of upwards of forty-four years.

David Moore has been the village undertaker for

nearly the entire length of that time, and very faith-

fully and satisfactorily has he performed every trust

of this nature, and when we add that he has attended

i the burial of nearly two thousand persous, old and

young, during these years, the Compliment is not

|
small. Benjamin Moore made the journey hither, a

distauce of four hundred miles, on foot, in the mid-

dle of winter, the snow being eighteen inches deep,

and performed this pedestrian feat in eleven days.

This illustrates '.he energy and spirit of those sturdy

men who developed this country, and mastered all

obstacles on the road to fortune. Mr. Moore has

followed a variety of pursuits; has been carjienter and

I
joiuer, been in the jewelry business, sold dry goods,

conducted a livery establishment, run a line of hacks

to and from Toledo, kept a hotel, managed a farm,

and dealt in real estate. He has been successful and

has acquired a handsome property.

William Byrnes entered the employ of Cuyler Greene

;
wheu ho first came to Bellevue, in the old stone

blacksmith shop, but in six months' time bought out

his employer, aud for ten years he hammered away at

the anvil aud pounded out a line fortune. Amply pro-

viding for a life of retirement which he led for many
years, and for the maintenance, in a comfortable home,

of hi* family. He died February 0. 18??.

In 1852, the Toledo. Norwalk and Cleveland rail-

road whs located through Bellevue. and in the follow-

ing year completed, and the cars came whistling
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through here from the four points of the compass

—

north, south, cast, and west. New impetus to the

life of the village was given by this event, ami the

town rapidly increased in population. The country

had also been rapidly settled, and Bellevue, situated in

the midst of a fine wheat growing country, came to

be an important market for the shipment of grain.

The Higlice flouring mill was erected in 1850, and

other manufacturing enterprises were soon estab-

lished. The Mad River road was lost to the place in

1855, but the detriment to business on this account

was not serious. The town continued to enlarge and

populate, while the surrounding country in every

direction became thickly settled with an industrious

farming population.

INCORPORATION.

The town was incorporated by act of legislature

January 25, 1851, its charter limits embracing an area

of about one mile from east to west, by about one-

half mile from north to south, the center of the area

being the central point of intersection of Main street

with the county line. In the month of February, 24,

1851, the following were chosen the village officers:

Abraham Leiter. mayor: S. L. Culver, recorder:

Thomas (i. Amsden, Eliphalet Follett, Benjamin F.

MeKim. David Armstrong and Joseph M. Lawrence,

trustees. The corporate limits were enlarged in

80 as to be al>out one mile and a half from east to west

and from north to south. The present village officers

are: Peter Brady, mayor: H. P. Baker, clerk; J. A.

Higbee. John Seullen, W illiam West. Joseph Egle,

C. D. Stonerand E. II. Smith, cottncilmen: William

Mayne, mar-hal.

DISTINCT <CLA88Bfl OF POPCLATION,

The village has a population, to-day. of about

three thousand and inhabitants. This population

embraces not less than four distinct classes of people,

each of which is represented by about the same

number of individuals. First three are those of

American birth, whose parents cam.- to this region at

an early day. from New England or New York State,

and who were the real pioneers. Representative fain

Hie* of this class are the Chapman*, the Woodwards,

th>- llarkm—es, the Woods (the Bourdt-tt branch), the

Sheffield*, : l.e ( i reeues, the Bakers, etc. Second, there

are the Pennsylvania people, many ->f whom came,

likewise, at an early day—a thrifty, sober and indus-

trious cfai&*. Thev are represented by the Sloores,

the Hilhishc*. the Sherchs. the Lcitcrs. the Buyers,

the Kern*, etc. Third, came the English. England
born, of whom may t>e mentioned the tircensladcs, the

Will-, the ll. als. the Ford-, the MftYUes, the Joints,

the Radford*, etc.; and the Oerman*, who. perhaps,

outnumber any "tier one ela«s: of these may be

mentioned the Egles. Ruffing-, the Bebrieehers,

the Lieber*. the Weber*, the Ailcrs. the Sctzlers, etc.

The Yankee* were the first to arrive, then the Penn-

sylvania Ihitch people, then (he Germans, and lastly

the English. We append here brief sketches of one

! or two Germans, and of one or two Englishmen.

J. H. Weber was born in Germany, in 1842, and

came to this country, when a lad, in 1853. He first

located in Tiffin, and that town and Fremont were

the places of his residence for the next six years.

His occupation was type setting. He followed this

trade until his removal to Bellevue, in the winter of

1850-GO. Arriving here, he began immediately in

the business which he has ever since followed—that

of groceries and geueral merchandise. He clerked

two years for J. Murschel, and then went into part-

nership with that gentleman, in which relation he

I remained one year, when Mr. Murschel went out of

I the firm, and Mr. Webor took a junior partner to

' assist him in conducting the business. In 18?G, he

began entirely alone, and has, since theu, built up a

large and lucrative business in groceries, crockery, etc.

He has also conducted a branch store at Winamac,

Indiana, and has been engaged in an enterprise at

La Rue, Ohio, where he and two other gentlemen

have had a large saw mill in operation, working into

lumber the timber from a tract of land, including

seven hundred acres bought by the firm.

Mr. Weber's career has not been one of uninter-

rupted success, but. on the contrary, he has met with

several adverse circumstances. By the fire in 18T5,

he lost his sUye, and it was this misfortune of his

! which led to an improvement in the business portion

of Bellevue, which may justly bo regarded as one of the

most important made. He built up in connection

with Wise & Gross, the Union block, upon Main

street, of which he owns the four westerly stores, one

of which is occupied by himself at present. He pos-

sesses, in a large measure, the confidence of his fellow

German citizens who are in the habit of consulting

him on matters of importance to them.

Joseph Egle, one of the most prominent and infiu-

ential German citizens, was born in Baden, Germany,

April 28, 1828. When he was twenty-four years of

age. he came to America and located in Norwalk,

Ohio. In 1854, he removed to Bellevue and began

business for himself in the grocery line. This de-

partment of mercantile business he pursued diligently

ami successfully for about ten years, when he went

into the hardware business, which at present engages

his attention, and which he has followed continu-

ously from the time lie entered it. He has shown

rare business ability, and, by the exercise of this

quality, has accumulated a large property.

Roger Greens!ade was bom in Devonshire. England,

in isr.i, and emigrated to America in 1*54. arriving

in Bellevue in June of that year. He came here poor,

but he possessed the elements of success: industry,

sobriety, economy. His first engagement was with

Eddisdn Brown, working on the bench at cobbling

and making boot- and shoes. He afterwards worked

for Patrick Heart, and Abrnm Leiter until about the

year 1804, when he eataMished himself in business,

,
and has been in the boot and shoe business on his own
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aceottut ever since. He has occupied his present

stand for the last thirteen years. Not only has thrift

crowned Mr. Greenslade's effort.*, hut he has lived an

exemplary life; has raised n family of children that I

are a credit to the community, one son, James, heing

the efficient superintendent of the Bellevue public

schools; has always taken an active interest in church

and schools, and deservedly occupies a high place in

the esteem of his fellow townsmen. He is junior

WMdea of St. Paul's Episcopal church, and no mem-
ber is more regular in his attendance upon the service i

of that church. These are not merely empty words

of praise: they are plain statements of fact. He is the

oldest resident on the "pike, having purchased his

present location in 185?, where he has resided ever

since. This shows that he is not given to frequent

changes.

Perhaps no English born resident of the village has
|

has had more prosperity than George Wills, who ar-

rived hero from Devonshire in 1851. He has been

the village butcher nearly the whole time since his ar-

rival, and, having only enough means to enable him
to get here, he has. by close application to business,

being at his post of duty early and late, accumulated

a handsome competence. A man who has won suc-

cess by such fidelity to business as Mr. Wills has

shown, deserves this word of mention in this history

of Bellevue.

The Heals, who were respectahle people in England,

have maintained well their credit here, all being very-

worthy townspeople. Of Enoch Heal's family, the

women, mother and daughters, are skillful milliners.

The oldest daughter married James Smith, who died

in the service of his country; another married Dr.

Lanterman, a physician, who is rapidly rising into

prominence as a practitioner; another married Ed-

ward Miller; another, George Beckwith: another,

Ralph Boyer, who is an enterprising young business

man, and the leading jeweller of the place.

In addition to the four classes of people that

we have named, there is the Celtic population, of

which Mr. Peter Brady is the most prominent repre-

sentative. He came here in 1859 and has been in

business since 1804. His business has rapidly grown

until it takes precedence of any other of the kind in

the city, and ranks among the leading hardware stores

of Sandusky or Huron counties. Mr. Brady's popu-

larity with the people of Bellevue is evidenced from

the fact that he has served the village for a number of

years as councilman, and for thg past live years has

been mayor of the town. He has heen elected for

three successive terms to the office which is tin- high-

est in the gift of his fellow townsmen—a no slight

testimonial to the efficiency and ability of his service.

CHURCHBS.

KIKsT CONGREGATION'A L CHl'KCH.

This church was first organized on September -<',

1830, by a committee from the Presbytery of Huron.

50

and was started as a Presbyterian Church on what

was known as the accommodation plan,—that is a

church under the care of a Presbtcry, but which re-

ceived and dismissed its members, and transacted

other business, not by a vote of the elders but by a

vote of the whole church.

The number of male members at the organization

was nine; five of these brought letters from the church

at Lyme. Ohio: three from churches in the State of

New York, and one from Xorwalk.

Among many important resolutions adopted on the

day of the organization, was one declaring that the

manufacture or sale of intoxicating Hqnors was an

immorality which, if practiced by any member of this

church, made him liable to discipline the same as if

guilty of any other immorality.

The church continued under care of Presbytery

ten years, and then, so far as we are ablo to learn from

the records, with much unanimity, decided to separate

itself from its Prcsbyterial connection, and become a

regular Congregational Church. This action was

taken March 7, 1840.

The first pastor called by the church after the re-

organization, was Rev. A. D. Barber who was installed

by a council October lit, 1853. Mr. Barber's salary

was four hundred dollars, and parsonage, which shows

that the society had a parsonage at that time. This

pastorate continued five years. In the following year

after Mr. Barber's departure, the church called the

Rev. James W. Cowles, and offered him a salary of

seven hundred dollars. Mr. Cowles served the chnrch

about three years, and was succeeded on October 30,

1863, by Rev. John Safford.

During this pastorate the house of worship was re-

moved, enlarged and repaired. The work was com-

pleted in the fall of 1865, and immediately afterwards

the church invited Mr. Safford to become its installed

pastor with an increase of three hundred dollars in

salary. Mr. Safford accepted the call, but seems to.

have continued in the pastoral relation only about a

year.

When the house of worship was originally built,

it seems that the pews were sold with the understand-

ing that the buyers became permanent owners. This

arrangement was a source, afterwards, of much in-

convenience to the society. The owners were not all

induced to give their pews up again to the society

until some time in 1868.

After the departure of Pastor Safford in 180?, the

Rev. S. B. Sherrill was called, and was acting pastor

from December, 180?, until some time in 18?3, a

period of nearly six years. The successor of Mr.

Sherrill was the Rev. J. W. White, whose letter ac-

cepting the call of the church is dated February 28,

1S74. Mr. White's labors did not begin until some

time after this acceptance, and closed near the end of

1>?8. continuing with the church a little more than

four vears. Within two months after Mr. White's

resignation, the church called Rev. S. W. Meek, who
was installed in the pastoral otlice by the council on
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February 11. 1879, having begun his labors with die

church on the 1st of January, previous.

The church has been blessed at various times in its

history by revivals. In the year 1854. during the

pastorate of Rev. A. D. Barber, thirty-seven were

received into membership of the church. In 1859,

twenty-two were added to the church. Again, in

18G1, the church was visited by a revival which re-

sulted in the addition of twenty to the membership.

In the year 1865, during the labors of Mr. Safford,

seventeen were received into membership; and in 1870,

under Mr. SherriU's labors, twenty-three connected

themselves with the church. In 1873, the year that

Mr. Sherrill closed his labors, forty-five names were

added to the roll.

One pleasant feature in the records of this church

is tho frequency with which the word '• unanimously"

occurs in describing die passage of important resolu-

tions and the calling of ministers.

In common with Congregational churches in gen-

eral, the only creed recognized by this church as

having any binding authority upon the consciences of

its .members is the Bible. But as a convenient state-

ment of its understanding of the Bible on the great

foundation doctrines of Christianity, it has adopted,

and places in the hands of its members ami inquirers,

what is known as the Ohio Congregational Manual.

The church has a uniform record of sterling ortho-

doxy from the beginning.

THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHI RCH,

of Bellevue, was formed in the year 1830. The first

class was composed of James Anderson, his wife,

Betsey, and daughter, Melissa; Alvin Anderson, his

wife, Harriet, and daughter. Adaline:and Mann

and daughter. Meetings were held at this time in

the stone school house, standing on the site at present

occupied by the school building, near the Episcopal

jchurch. In about 1845, this chnrch erected a sub-

stantial brick edifice, at a cost of some five thousand

dollars. This building is at present owned by the

German Lutheran society. After organization, how-

ever, the church fitted up a room in the second

story of the warehouse standing where the Richards

and Egle block now stands, aud this was occupied

until the building of the church as before Mated.

The present elegant church edifice was completed

during the summer of 1808, and was dedicated by

Bishop Simpson on August IT, of that year, and cost,

including real estate and parsonage, some thirty

thousand dollars. Among the largest contributors

to the erection of the church are: Messrs. Anderson.

Higbee. William-. Dole. Adams and Huffman. The

first resident minister was Rev. Oliver Burgess, who

remained two years. Father Anderson gives from

metnorv, the following names of ministers who have

preached to thi- church in Bollevue: Wilson, Camp,

Pierce, Hill. Cooper, Fast, Start, Fant, Pounds,

Breakfield, Thompson, Worden, Spafford. Morrow

and Cables.

In 1853. when the ministers' "historical record"

begins, the church reported a membership of two

hundred and twelve, and three hundred scholars in

attendance at Sabbath school. Rev. Samuel Beatty.

pastor. September 18, 1852, it was formally organ-

ized as a station, with the following board of stewards:

H. R. Adam.-. Alvin Anderson, Jesse Haskell, W. W.

Stilson, J. B. Higbee, Orrin Dole aud Barney

i Campbell. Its leaders were Jesse Haskell, B. Camp-

bell, 0. Dole, David Williams and W. Curtiss.

Superintendent of Sabbath school. W. W. Stilson.

1853—William M. Spafford, pastor. He was suc-

ceeded in 1854 by Rev. Wesley J. Wells. The
following are the pastors from that time until the

present, (18?i>): 1855—John A. Mudge; 185?—Wm.
Richards; 185U—Asbury B. Castle: 1801—Daniel

Strattou: 18C2—Simon i\ Jacobs; lfe63—Elmore Y.

Warner; 18U5—Garretson A. Hughes; 18»>8—Elmore

Y. Warner; 1871—Ehero Pearsons. He was suc-

ceeded by Rev. Searles. T. C. Warner succeeded

him, remained three years, and was succeeded by Rev.

G. W. Pepper, who is the present pastor, and was

appointed at the Wellington conference, in 1873. The
present membership is one hundred and eighty;

average attendance at Sunday school, one hundred

aud ninety; R. Carpenter, superintendent. The
stewards of the church are: Thomas Gardner, Horace

Place, A. Anderson, John Grimes, R. II. Boyer,

William L. Hilbish, John Limbach, Jacob Decker

and Conrad Linck. J. B. Higbee, A. Anderson, E. L.

Dole, II. R. Adams, Jacob Decker, J. C. Sheffield,

Adam Williams aud S. Patterson, trustees; Enoch

Heal, W. L. Hilbish, John Limbach and S. Patterson,

class leaders.

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHl'RCH.

Before there was any parish organization in Belle-

vue, the Rev. Ephraim Pnuderson officiated from the

! year 1842 to that of 1847; but not until April. 1851,

was the parish duly organized by Rev. Dr. Bronson.

Messrs. T. G. Amsden and John Grimes were chosen

wardens: Messrs. F. A. Chapman, G. Woodward and

G. W. Sheffield, vestrymen; and, on September 10,

1851, this parish was received into connection with

the Protestant Episcopal Church.

In llu- spring of 1*52, Rev. R. K. Nash was chosen

rec tor and the church building was In-gun and enclosed.

I
Mr. Nash having resigned in 1854, the building re-

mained unfinished. In the spring of 1857, an effort

was made to open the church, and a rector was called.

Rev. M. Hamilton took charge of the church on the

first Sunday in July. 1857.

Improvements were made in the church building,

an old debt paid off, and the church was consecrated

by Bishop Bedell, in January. lM'.l.

The lot and buildings cost about three thousand

five hundred dollar-. In July. lS'V.i, the parish be-

came self-supporting, and the following year repairs

ami improvements were made, at a cost of one thoii-

|
sand four hundred dollars.
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,

The first Sundav school was organized by the Rev.

M. Hamilton in 18.57, and continued with increasing

prosperity under his care.

A marked improvement in this church is now in

contemplation. The walls are to be frescoed, a recess

chancel and a memorial window are soon to beautify

the church.

The present officers are: Geo. W. Sheffield, senior

warden; Roger Greenslade, junior warden; Abishai

Woodward, Amos Woodward, E. J. Sheffield, W. J.

Heal and James II. Greenslade, vestrymen.

ST. PAI L'S REFOKMED CHURCH.

The members of St. Paul's Reformed Church origin-

ally worshiped at the Flee Chapel, a few mile- west

of Hellenic/ Some, a goodly number, were also

memben Of the Zion's Church, in Thompsou town-

ship, Seneca county. In February. lst\i. Rev. Kli

K-ller comnmce I to preach iu Bjllevue. Services

were held in the old school building, owned by Mr.

George Weiekart, afterwards in the old Methodist

Episcopal Church, then again in the old school house.

At this time, a weekly prayer meeting was well sus-

tained, and a Sunday school organized. August Hi,

1862, at a meeting held at the chapel, it was resolved

that a church should be built in. or near, Bellevue,

and measures taken to select a site and procure

building funds. The earner stone of the church was

laid on the 19th of June, 18G4. On the 19th of June,

18i!5, the church was dedicated: sermons by Rev. M.

Kieffer, I). D., and Rev. H. Rust, D. I>. The cere-

monies of laying the corner stone were performed by

Rev. K. Keller, the pastor.

Some time iu the fall of 1805, the St. Paul's Re-

formed Congregation was organized by the election

of a consistory of elders and deacons. Since 1805,

the following persons served respectively as elders,

deacons and trustee*, viz: Jacob Hunn, Levi Korner,

1). S. Arnold, John Hilbisb, II. Knmn-1. [MM Kern,

elders; Johu Bunn, David Hoch, Moses Miller. Joseph

Zieber, John Bowman, Aaron Walters, Wm. Knauss,

John Deck, Beujamin Bunn, W. U. Smith, William

Aigler and J. Ferdinand Smith, deacons; David

Hoc!), Harrison Wilt, Rhus Schmidt, Henry Stetlor,

John Deck, Aaron Walters, Jacob Aigler and Fred-

erick Smith, trustees. The Sunday school was organ-

ize 1 in th j oi l AYickirt sohoal housj; sup erintendent,

a Mr. Albert. Since 18o5, Mr. Johu Hilbisb has

been the superintendent, with the exception of one

year, when Rev. J. H. Derr officiated us head of the

school.

In the year 1872, July 1, Rev. Eli Keller resigned

the pastorate, having served the people for a period

of eleven years. He was succeeded by Rev. Jo>hua

H. Derr, ou the 1st of December. 187"-'. His pas-

torate continued for four and a half years, closing

his services June 3, 1877. During this pastorate the

congregation suffered serious damage in their church

edifice by a severe storm, which took off aoout one-

third of the roof and also broke down the gable end

to the srpiare. This much injured the ceiling and

the interior in general. A cost of abmt one thou-

sand dollars restored and much improved the now
beautiful and commodious church.

The congregation owns the cemetery adjoining the

I
church, and a large and comfortable parsonage. The

j

present pastor, Rev. X. H. Loose, took charge of the

I congregation. August 1, 1877. The interests of the

chnrch are prosperous und encouraging.

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH.

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church was organ-

ized January 7. 18*50, under the laws of the State of

Ohio. The directors were Adam Zehner, Christian

Engel and Philip Biebricher. The trustees were

Jacob Beiler, Charles Beiler and John Weis. Rev.

Jacob Dornberer was instrumental in its organization

and remained its pastor three years, when he was suc-

ceeded by Rev. C. Buechler, who has remained as

pastor ten years. At its organization there were

thirty-nine members. The present membership is

about forty-five. They also have a prosperous Sunday
school of some seventy members, under the superin-

tendence of David Meyers. Soon after the organiza-

tion of the church, the present building was pur-

chased from the Methodist society for two thousand

dollars. Since that time some six or seven hundred

dollars have been expended in refitting and repairing

it.

SALEM EVANGELICAL CHURCH.

This church was organized in Bellevue under the

ministration of Rev. L. W. Han key, in the summer

I

of 1875. The congregation purchased the building

formerly occupied by the Baptists, for three thousand

dollars. They then expended six or eight hundred

dollars in repairing and refitting it. At first, and

until the spring of 187t>, the church was a mission.

The last spring it was cut loose from missionary aid,

I
and is now self supporting. The present membership

is seventy-five. Thirty-one accessions were made dur-
' ing the last year. The church has had four pastors:

I
Rev. L W. llankcy; S. B. Spring, who remained

' eight months; G. W. Meisee, who remained one year,

and Rev. D. C. Eckerman. the present pastor, who
has been in charge a little more than two years.

There is connected with the church a Sundav school

of seventy three members, of which the pastor is su-

perintendent. Regular services of the church are

held twice each Sunday. The church government is

very similar to that of the Methodist Episcopal, but

there are some differences on minor points.

< HURCll OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION.
{ROMAN CATHOLIC.)

About 18.V2, Rev. James Vincent Conlin, stationed

at Sandusky, established a mission in Bellevue, and

held services some three or four vears, when Rev.

Punshell. of Norwalk. came, and then for a short

time Father BofT officiated. Father Tighe, of San-

i dusky, came, anil bought, from J. B. Higltee, the
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building they now occupy as a church, and perfected

an organization. The first resident priest was Rev.

James Monaghan, who remained some seven or eight

years. While in charge, he bought a house of Rev.

Mr. Flagler, for the use of the priest. Father Ma-

honv came next and remained some five years. He
purchased ground for burial purposes, and built a

school house. Father Mears next came: he bought a

house and lot on the corner of Center and Broad

streets, with the intention of building a church. He
remained about three years and was succeeded by

Father Bowles, who also remained three years. The
church was then attended by Father Rudolph, of

Clyde, for about three months, when the present

priest, Father Molloy, came, and has officiated for

three years. The congregation comprises about one

hundred and ten families. The church still owus

the lot bought by Father .Mears, and at one time it

owned the lot on which stands the present union

school building.

HISTOKY OK THE BELLE V I' K fl'HLK s< HOOLS.*

It is greatly to be regretted that the records of the

early history of the Bellevue schools have been lost.

The data for the following article have been furnished

by some of the older citizens, and are as correct as

can be obtained outside of the school records. The
first building that was used for school purposes was a

little log house that stood on the Herl property, just

west of Mr. .John Baker's residence. Here a school

was opened in the fall of 1827, by a gentleman named
Harris, from Milan. In the following year (1828),

Miss Clemenee A. Follett, (now Mrs. Frederick Chap-

man), taught school in the same building. In those

days the village was known as Amsden's corners, and

consisted of the Exchange Hotel, a frame building

just east of it. a double log house, where Mr. Green-

slade's store stands: the houses now occupied by Dr.

Harris and Mr. John Ries, and a few scattered log

huts. The scholars came to Miss Follett's .-chool

from the country for miles around, walking to school

along the "trails" of the woods, and bringing their

dinner? with them. In this school the girls spent

half an hour each day in learning to sew. It was a

pleasant little school, ami Mrs. Chapman still recalls

with delight the days she passed as teacher in the log

school house. In the following year. 1829, Miss

Julia Follett taught in the same log school house.

The next school, of which we can find any record,

was taught in the "old stone school house,'' that

stood on West Main street where the brick school

li<»u>e now stand*. The land was donated h\ Chap-

man and Atnsden, and the building was probably built

by the Chapmans— Nathaniel and Frederick—Dr. L
G. Harkness and Mr. Thomas G. Amsden, as we find

these name* are closely associated with the early ed-

ucational interests of the town as well as with it* bus-

iness aud social interests. The "stone school house"

was built abont 1832. In the fall of 1835, Mr. J. B.

•Bj J. H. GmasU.lt, BopertrtMdaM
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Higbee commenced to teach in this building, and
taught two years. Mr. Higbee seems to have been a

successful teacher; at least he was not "carried out"

by the boys, which misfortune did happen to the geu-

|

tleman who preceded him. We are uuablc to learn

|
who succeeded Mr. Higbee, but the building still con-

tinued to be used for school purposes until the "old

brick school house" was built, after which the "stone

school house" was unoccupied for several years. For

some years before the '"old brick" was built, the in-

creasing number of pupils compelled the directors to

rent rooms in different parts of the town to be used

for school rooms.

At one time a school was taught in a frame build-

ing that stood on the site now occupied by Mr. P.

Biebricher's grocery store. The building was origin-

ally built for a warehouse by Mr. James Bell. It was

afterwards moved, aud the upper rooms used for school

rooms during the week days, aud by the Methodist,

society for services on Sunday. About the s .me time

Miss Town, now Mrs. Kent, of Toledo, taught a very

successful private schools for girls, on Monroe street,

;

in the house now occupied by Mr. James PurcelL

In 1*45 the number of scholars had increased to

such an extent that the school directors saw the ne-

cessity of providing better accommodations than those

afforded by the stone school house and rented rooms,

so they purchased of Chapman, Amsdeu and Hark-

uess the lot on which, the same year, they built the

"old brick " school house. The contract for erecting

the building was let to Mr. A. Leiter. It was at first

intended to build only a one story building, but while

in process of erection Mr. J. M. Lawrence offered to

raise it to a two story building, providing the upper

rooms could be used for the Baptist society. His

proposition was accepted, the directors, at the same

time, reserving the privilege of buying the upper part

when the growth of the school required it. The

|

building was used as a district school until 1851, when

j

the present system of union schools was organized in

|

aceordauce with the law of 181!*.

The first superintendent of the union schools was

Rev. Mr. Waldo, an eccentric, old gentleman. He
wore a wig which, of course, furnished endless sport

to his pupils. He was also in the habit of lecturing

his scholars every morning before beginning the day's

work.

During Waldo's administration in the year 1851-2,

Miss (iardner was assistant superintendent, and the

two lower grade- were taught by two sisters, Mrs.

Cortland Miss Wilkinson. Mr. Waldo was succeeded

in the fall of 1852, by Mr. Harvey Holton who is

well ami favorably remembered by many of our citi-

zens. Mr. Holton was superintendent several years,

and was a siuces.-ful teacher. His assistant ill the

high school was Mi— Celestia Could, now Mrs.

Spencer Boise. Mr. Hollon was succeeded by Mr.

Jerome Drur\ who taught two years, from the fall of

1 s.V» to the spring of Is.".;. Ho was succeeded by

Mr. Kdward Bradley who was superintendent for on*
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year in 1857-8. In the full of 1858, the Hubbard

Brothers came to Bellevue, and secured positions in our

schools, Dwight Hubbard as superintendent, and E. B.

Hubbard as teacher in the stone school house. Mr.

Dwight Hubbard held his position one yearand one term

from the fall of 1858, to December, 1859. His place

was supplied during the remainder of the school year,

by Mr. Heury Bramwollfor the second term, and Dr.

Cornell for the third term. The last superintendent

in the old brick school house was Mr. Ellis who held

the position from the fall of 1800 to the spring of

18G2. After the high school building was built, the

old brick school house was sold, and has siuce been

used as a tenement house.

In 1850, the ''old stone" school house, which had

l>ecn unoccupied for several years, was refitted and

continued to be used for school purposes until re-

placed by the present brick building. During these

years several teachers were employed; amoug others

was Mrs. Eliza Cook, who taught in the stone school

house two years, in 1850 and '57, until her marriage

with Mr. David Williams in the fall of 1857.

In the same building, Mr. E. B. Hubbard, who is

now a prominent druggist of Tiffin, taught three

years, from the fall of 1858 to the spring of 1861,

Mr. Hubbard is remembered as a very successful

teacher, and still keeps up his interest in educational

matters, being at present president of the board of

education of Tiffin.. Ohio.

The German school was first started as a private

enterprise in 1800, and was held in the house now

used as a residence by Mr. John Warren. The first

German teacher that taught here was Mr. Ludwick,

who is considered as the best German teacher that we

have ever had. The German school was partially

united with the union schools in 1800, but received

for a year or two only fifty dollars from the public

funds. Mr. Ludwick was followed by Mr. Col»elli,

who taught the German school after it was moved to

the "old stone" school house. Mr. Menges suc-

ceeded Mr. Cobelli, and taught for several years, and

was a successful teacher. Mr. Menges was followed

by Mr. Rabe, and Mr. Rabe by Mr. Beck, who re-

signed in October, 1875. Mrs. Beck was employed

as assistant in the German department at the same

time. Her place is filled by Miss Bessie Radford,

who has had charge of the English branches in the

German department since October, 1875.

Mr. Jacob Frenz succeeded Mr. Beck in Novem-

ber, 1875, and retained his position nearly three

years. His successor, Mr. Henry Ebertshauser, is

the present principal of the German department.

The German schools occupy the two lower rooms of

the school building on West Main street. The classes

recite alternately in English and German branches

during the day.

The high school building was erected in 1801, al-

though it wa* not ready for use until the fall of 1802.

The contracMvas so poorly filled that the contractor

was obliged to put on the second roof within a year,

ami before tlie board of education would accept the

building. Mr. Edward Bradley was the superintend-

ent at the opening of the high school building in the

fall of 1802. Mrs. Bradley taught at the same time in

a lower grade, and, also, during the following year.

Mr. Bradley was superintendent one year in the high

school building. After him came, Mr. Highland,

from SeptemU'r, 1803, to June, 1804; Mr. J. B. Love-

land, from September, 1804, to June, 1807; Mr.

Avery, from September. 1807, to June, 1808; Mr.

Loveland, from from September, 1808, to June,

1809; Mr. L. C. Laylin, from September, 1809, to

June, 1875; Mr. E. E. Phillips, from September, 1875,

to June, 1877; Mr. J. M. Greenslade, from Septem-

ber, 1877 to the present time. The assistant super-

intendents, since the occupation of the high school

building, have been: Miss Stella Sumner, from Sep-

tember, 1802, to June, 1804; Miss L. M. Bates, from

.September, 1804, to December, 1875—a little more

than eleven years: Miss L. E. Boalt, from December,

1875, to June, 1870; Mrs. Phillips, from September,

1870. to Juue, 1877; Mr. T. A. Thayer, from Sep-

tember, 1877, to June. 1878: Mr. D. Ross Boyd, from

September, 18; 8, to the present time. In the lower

grades we find that Miss Julia Moore, now Mrs.

Julia Merry, taught from the fall of 1802 to Decem-

ber. 1800. Miss Lydia Haskell taught in different

grade* about two years. Mis* L. M. Bates has charge

of the A and B grammar grades. Mrs. E. H. Wood
has taught in different grades since 1809, with two

intermissions—one of four years, and the other of one

year. She uow ha* charge of the C and D grammar
grades. Miss Jennie Howard ha* taught in our

schools since 1874, and uow has the Intermediate de-

partment. Miss Julia Merry has been conuected, as

teacher, with the schools since 1808, and has charge

of the A primary grade. Miss Jennie Moore has

had the charge of the B primary since 1875. The
Bellevue schools now occupy two buildings—the high

school building and the brick school building on

West Main street, which was built in 1871, and en-

larged in 1875. These buildings are not large enough

to accommodate the number of pupils so that the

board of education will this year enlarge the high

school building, which will even then afford only tem-

porary relief. The school.-, which started with four

department* in 1852, will next year have nine, and

most of these having two grades.

Among those that deserve mention for long and faith-

ful service as school directors, are Mr. William McKim
Mr. David Moore, Dr. J. W. Goodson, Mr. A. Letter,

Mr. William Lieber and Mr. John Wise. The present

board of educatiou is comprised of the following

members: Mr. David Moore, Mr. Henry Weber, Mr.

E. J. Sheffield. Mr. Joseph Sherck, Mr. W. W.

William* and Mr. W. E. Greene.

For several year* previous to 1877. the course of

study which had been prepared for the schools, laid

been disregarded altogether, as not being suited to

the wants of the schools. The result was that the
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teachers and scholars worked at a disadvantage; and

their efforts were ill-directed, or entirely wasted.

The evil effects of this lack of system were especially

noticeable in the high school, where the scholars pur-

sued such studies as were agreeable, without any re-

gard to previous training, or the relation of the differ-

ent studies to each other. The board of education

recognizing the value and ueeessity of systematic

work in our schools, at a meeting held on the 89th

of July, 18T7, adopted the present course of study;

and rules and regulations of the Bellevue public

schools, and ordered them to be published. The schools

are at present in excellent condition. In the lower

grades, the aim is to give thorough instruction in

the common branches. In t he high school, all of the

studies are pursued that are commonly found in a

good high school course. Especial attention is paid

to the languages and the natural sciences. Through

the liberality of the board of education, the superin-

tendent has been able, during the last two years, to

accumulate considerable apparatus and supplies for

the illustration of the natural sciences.

PHYSICIANS.

Among the oldest practioners of medicine in the

township, were Doctors Stevens, Otis, Boise and

Chas. Smith, of Lyme. Cotemporarj with them,

and earlier, were Doctors Kittredge. Sanders and Til-

den, who visited the township occasionally.

Dr. L. G. Harkness was the first physician promi-

nently identified with the history of Bellevue. He
was born in Salem. Washington county. New York,

April 1, 1801, educated for his profession in the

State of his nativity, and came west in 1823. He
located upon the ridge, in Lyme township, and^M-came

associated, professionally, with Dr. Stevens. He
removed, afterward, to the village of Bellevue, and

not long after abandoned his practice. He continued

to reside here, however, and the story of his life is

quite fully told elsewhere in this history.

In 1835, Dr. Daniel A. Luthrop came to Bellevue,

from his birthplace, Montrose. Susquehanna county,

Pennsylvania, and almost immediately became a very

successful practitioner, taking up Dr. Harknes-s' ride,

and having all of the business, which that physician

formerly attended to, ujxm his hands. He not only

took Dr. Darkness' place, but filled it, and enjoyed

as extensive a practice, perhaps, as any physician

who ever located in the village. It extended over a

long term of years, too, and really did not terminate

until a short time before the Doctor's departure from

town, in 18»>l, though he wa> not actively engaged in

the pursuit of his profession for two or three years

previous to that date. The Doctor returned to

Montrose, Pennsylvania, where he is now located.

He is a graduate <>f a Philadelphia college.

The physicians who followed him were numerous.

We shall only speak of those most prominently identi-

fied with the history of the town. A Dr. <! ray came in

and remained a short time. Dr. W . W. Slillfon was

in practice for a number of years and removed to

Clyde, where he is at present in practice. Dr. Amos
Woodward, a native of Lyme, l>egan practice in lS4fi,

aud after six or seven years retired, though he con-

tinned to reside in the village and has long been one
of its leading citizens. Dr. Charles Richards, now of

Binghamton, New York, came in soon after Dr.

Woodward began practice, and read medicine with

Dr. Lathrop, afterwards entering into practice.

Dr. John W. Goodsou, now in Sterling, Rice

county, Kansas, began the study of medicine in

i

Bellevue about 1840, and completed his professional

education at Buffalo, there receiving his diploma.

He immediately returned to Bellevue and entered into

practice, taking, almost from the first, a prominent

position, both in the medical fraternity and in general

society. He had a lucrative practice and accumulated

a fine property. He was for a time assistant surgeon

of the Seventy-second Regiment O. V. I., and was

with Grant's army before Vicksburg. The doctor

was a native of England and was born on the 4th of

July, 1817. He came to this country when a lad

thirteen years of age. He is now represented here by

three children—Mr. F. L. Goodson, Mrs. J. A. Hig-

bee and Miss Nettie Goodson. F. L. Goodson is the

village postmaster, now serving his third term Ho
is popular both as a man and an officer.

Dr. Ralph A. Severance l>egun practice in Bellevue

in 18n4. He was a native of Greenfield, Massachu-

setts, and read medicine there with Dr. Brigham,

who was afterwards in charge of one of the great

asylums for the insane. He attended lectures in New
York city, aud graduated from Bowdoin college, Bow-
doin. Maine, with the class of 1831. He first went

i into pr, etice at Rockingham. Vermont, aud remained

there twenty-three years, coming directly from that

place to Bellevue, which has ever since beeu his home
aud in which village he has constantly practiced since

1854. He is now in the seventy-seventh year of his

life and the forty-eighth of his practice. Dr. Sever-

ance is now in the third year of his presidency of the

Delamater Medical Sficictv, is a member of the Ohio

|
Medical Society, and of the American Medical Asso-

I cialion. His practice here has been very extensivo

and he is esteemed both professionally and as a

citizen.

Dr. J. J. Hartz who came to Bellevue in 18.V2, was

one of the most eminent men of the profession who
have practiced in this part of the State. He was born

in Versailles. France, in 17!i8, aud received his medi-
• cal education at the University of Heidellterg. After

coining to this country he traveled through the south,

was for a short time a resident of Charleston, and a

transient resident of Texas. For a mimltcr of years

before coming to this village he was located in Por-

tage county, and at Upper Sandusky, in both of

which neighborhoods he had a very extensive prac-

tice. He rendered efficient service at Sandusky dur-

ing the prevalence of the cholera theiv, going

upon the request of some of the local physicians.
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During the whole of his loug service in the profes-

sion in Bellevue, he was regarded by all as a man
of marked ability in his profession, and as a gen-

tleman of rare worth in all of the affairs of life. He
was a man of liberal culture outside of medicine, and
was a remarkable linguist, speaking with fluency

seven languages. lie was ever the courteous, pol-

ished, dignified gentleman, and won the admiration

and esteem of all. He died, in 1865, of consumption,

such of his patients as were able, coming to see him,

whom he treated even up to the hour when he breathed

his last; such was their confidence in his skill. He
was a surgeon as well as physician.

Dr. H. L. Harris, born June 30, 1819, in Oxford-

shire, England, is a graduate of the Starling Medical

College of Columbus, and received his diploma in

1848. Next to Dr. Severance, he is the oldest prac-

titioner in the place. He was in practice in South

Bend, and, in 1849, removed to Flat Rock, where he

remained until 1859, when he came to Bellevue. He
has enjoyed a very fine practice and is much esteemed

by all who know him.

Quite a number of physicians have practiced in the

village for a short term of years and then removed to

other points, among whom may be named Drs. Zen-

dry, Carpenter, Heppurn, Hayes and Frost.. The
physicians of Bellevue are, at present, as follows:

Drs. Ralph A. Severance, H. L. Harris, Geo. L.

Lanterman, W. S. Robinson, G. V. Parmelee (suc-

cessor of Dr. Carpenter) and Chas. Sandmeister. The
dentists are Din. E. D. and Alexander Lord. Dr. G.

X. Harcy is a regular practitioner of medicine iu

the township, and is located on Strong's ridge.

BELLEVLE CEMETERY.

This cemetery was begun about the time of the

first laying out of the village of Bellevue, in 1835, on

land given for the purpose by Messrs. Chapman, Hark-

uess and Amsden, who were the first proprietors of

the land on which the town is now situated. The
first burial in this ground was that of Rel>ecea Chris-

topher, who died March 20, 183G. At the time of

giving the laud for this purpose, the owners fenced it.

In 1855, the village authorities purchased some-

thing more than five acres of land and made an addi-

tion to the cemetery, which now contains over seven

acres. The old part was laid out in good form as far

as practicable, with walks and paths between the lots,

but no uniformity had been observed in first laying

it out, and it was not possible to arrange it according

to the best order, still it was much improved. The
addition was laid out in good ahaj>e, and lots staked

off, which have been disposed of from time to time.

When the last purchase was made-a board of trustees

was elected, consisting of W. II. King, mayor of the

village at the time, Barney York, Lowell Chandler

and D. Moore, for terms of one, two and three years.

One trustee is now elected yearly. The board, at pres-

ent, consists of D. Moore, Joseph Slierck and Martin

Gross. Most of the religious denominations of the

town bury their dead iu this cemetery, as it is situ-

ated in a better location than any other grouud in the

vicinity. D. Moore is superintendent of the cemetery,

and has acted in that capacity most of the time since

its organization.

FIHE DEPARTMENT.

In Juue, 1870, the village council of Bellevue pur-

chased a second-hand hand fire engine, a hose cart and
several hundred feet of hose from the authorities of

Tiffin, for the sum of about three hundred dollars.

A fire company was organized with Dr. J. W. Goodsou,

foreman; Charles Nicolai. first assistant: B. Beuu,
second assistant, and J. H. Webber, secretary. In

1874, council appointed as chief of the fire depart-

ment, A. B. Smith, who served in that capacity for

one year. In 1875 William R. West succeeded him,

he also remaining one year. Charles Nicolai was ap-

pointed in 187t> and served until 1879. when C. C.

Cook was apj)ointed. A first class Silsby rotary steam
fire engine was purchased in 1875, with a hose cart

aud one t housand feet of hose, at a cost of about four

thousand seven hundred dollars. In May, 1879, the

companies were re-organized and formed into one
company, under one set of officers, but one division

was assigned to the engine, another to the hose, and
another to the hook and ladder. The officers elected

were John Eichhom, foreman; John Toomy, first as-

sistant; William Estnaur, second assistant; John L,

Painter, secretary; William Mayne, engineer and
treasurer. The " hooks " were first organized in 1877,

more as a sporting company, though active at fires.

C. C. Cook was captain; John M. Enright, foreman;

Seth U. Cook, assistant foreman; J. C. Morrell, sec-

retary, and Thomas Rudd, treasurer. Under this or-

ganization they ran for prizes twelve times, aud were

successful in eleven runs. Their fastest time was

made in Norwalk, when they had a man at the to]) of

a thirty foot ladder, after a run of forty rods, in thir-

ty-four and one-half seconds. On the re-organization

of the tire department the hooks became a part of that

organization, but still retain their sporting organiza-

tion. LTnder the organization of May, 1879. the tire

company assumed the name of the Ever Ready Fire

Company, No. 1, of Bellevue. The steamer, hose

cart and ladder trucks, are kept in the lower story of

the fine city hall, and are, as the name of the compa-

ny implies, ever ready for duty.

SOCIETIES.

INDEPENDENT OBDER OF ODD FELLOWS.

The charter of Bellevue Lodge. No. 123, I. 0. 0.

F. , was granted July 21. 1848. The following are

names of the charter members: William W. Stilson,

A. Loiter, M. II. Seymour, R. C. McElhanv and P.

G. Sharp. The lodge was instituted November 9th,

of the same year, by Grand Master McElwiu, when
the following officers were elected: A. Loiter, N. G.;

Wm. W. Stilsou, V. G. ; W. H. Seymour, R. S. ; R.
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C. McElhany, P. S.; P. G. Sharp, treasurer. Tlie

N. (J. appointed C. Cont', Con.; T. Baker, warden;

F. H. Cone, I. G. ; J. Hoover, 0. G.j J. L. Hunt,

R. S. to N. G. : S. G. Culver, L. S. to N. G.; H. G.

Harris, R. S. S.; C. D. Dwight, L. S. S.; B. F.

Taylor, R. S. to V. G.; C. L. Cook, L. S. to V. (!.

Meetings are held Monday evenings of each week.

The present membership is fifty. Officers for 1 871*

are: John H. Mayne. N. G.; John Painter, V. ii. ;

Thomas Thornloe, R. S.; John Earls. P. S.; George

Schuster, treasurer. The society is in a flourishing

condition.

KKEE AM) ACCEPTED MASOXS.

A charter was issued by the grand lodge at its

session in Mansfield, Ohio, October 2f>, 1855, for

Bellevue Lodge, No. 273. F. and A. Masons. The
charter members were: W. B. Disbro, L. W. Frary,

L. S. Chandler, M. Peters, D. A. Lathrop, James

Cady, W. B. Dimick and C. B. Gambles. The first

officers were: W. B. Disbro. W. M.: L. W. Frary,

8. W.; L. S. Chandler. J. W. The presenr officers

are: John Cowle, W. M. ; Charles Welsh, S. W.; C.

C. Cook, J. W.J S. P. Gaugler, secretary; R. A. Sev-

erance, treasurer; Stephen Birdsall, S. D. ; L. Haxton.

J. L). ; E. 0. Merry. Tyler.

ROYAL ARCS MASONS.

A charter was issued for Bellevue Chapter. R. A. M.,

No. 113, at Dayton, Ohio, October IT. 18G8. The
charter members were: D. M. Harkness, J. K. Rich-

ards, R. A. Severance, W. W. Beymer. W. E. Greene.

M. A. Barnes, H. Peck and John Cowle* The
following officers were appointed: R. A. Severance,

high priest: H. Peck, king; W. E. Greene, scribe.

The present officers are: K. A. Severance, H. P.;

John Cowle, king; D. M. Harkness, scribe: W. E.

Greene, captain of host ; C. C. Cook, prin. sojourner;

Charles Welsh, R. A. Capt. ; Eugene Smith. Gr.

Master 3d vail; Charles Nicolai, Gr. Master 2d vail:

Thos. II. Wood, Gr. Master 1st vail; J. A. Higbee.

secretary: H. C. Moll, treasurer: K. O. Merry, guard.

KSIOHTs OF HO.VOR.

Bellevue Lodge No. 057, Knights of Honor, was

organized March s. 1S7S, with the following charter

members: H. X. Richard*. R. A. Boyer. F. L. Hood-

son, R. Greenslade. W. H. Kern, G. S. Lanterman,

H. F. Baker, G. A. Reckwith, H. B. Acker. E. H.

Smith, T. H. Wood. .1. W. Close. Win. Mayne,

Joseph Scherck. E. W. Dorsey. T. C. Wood, C. D.

Smith, W. H. Dimick. Jo--ph Bannister, Thomas
Thonu loe. ('. H. Welch. The first officers were: II.

F. Baker. P. [).; K. II. Smith, D. : II. X. Richards,

V. D.; George A. Beckwith. A. D. : R. Grcen«dade.

chaplain: R. A. Hover, j;uard: F. L. Goodson, R.;

W. H. Kern, F. R. ; Joseph Scherck, treasurer: W.
H. Dimick, guardian: Win. Mayne. sentinel. The
lodge was instituted l>y II. R. Shomn, grand dictator

of Ohio. Meetings are held Wednesday evening of

each week in Odd Fellows' Hall. The present mem-
bership is thirty-seven. Officers for 1870 are: E. n.

Smith, P. D.; H. N. Richards, D.; R. A. Boyer, V.

D.; W. H. Kern, A. D.; Rev. D. C. Eckerman, chap-

lain; W. II. Benn. guard; W. H. Dimick, R.; II. Z.

Fisher, F. R. : H. B. Acker, treasurer; J. P. Komer,
guardian; and James Bannister, sentinel. This society-

is in a fine condition financially.

BAXKIXd.

Chapman, Harkness & Company for some years

prior to 1852, Harkness & Company from 1852 to

18G8, and H. M. Sinclair from 1868 to 1873, carried

on a business comprising some of the features of

banking; but it was not until 1871 that a house was

established with the clearly defined object of doing a

strictly banking business. On the 22d of May, of

1871, was organized the banking firm of Wood,

Woodward & Company, Bourdett Wood, Abishai

Woodward and E. J. Sheffield being the partners.

Prior to that time, there was no bank in Bellevue that

pretended to supply the needs of the various classes of

borrowers of money. H. M. Sinclair & Company,

grain buyers and flouring merchants, kept a bank of

deposit and exchange, but did not aim to accommo-

date the borrowing public, so its to supply tho needs

of every applicant who could furnish adequate se-

curity. There was, therefore, a want felt for just

such a business institution as the Bellevue bank

proved to be. Its career has been one of rapidly-

growing prosperity. The partnership was a strong

combination, and inspired its patrons with confidence.

Mr. Wood was a man of wealth, an old citizen, known

and esteemed far and near, and Mr. Woodward had

long been identified with business interests in Bellevue,

and was universally respected as a citizen and as a man
of sound judgment anrl unquestioned integrity, while

Mr. Sheffield had been in the employ of H. M. Sin-

clair & Company for a number of years, had grown

familiar with the details of the banking business,

and had become favorably known to the farmers and

the business public. With these primary qualifica-

tions, he united others very essential to the successful

managing officer of a banking house. He was careful

as to his securities, made the art of pleasing a study,

thoroughly acquainted himself with the responsibility

of his patrons, and kept the business in such admira-

ble condition as to l*> able and ready to supply

every application for a loan that came accompanied

with proper' evidence of security. The result has

In-en that the hank has steadily increased in its busi-

ne-s operations and grown in favor with its patrons.

The firm opened their bank in the room now occu-

pied by the Firsr National Bank, but in 1K75, pur-

chased, of Mr. Woodward, the site of the present

building, and cree'ed the tine brick block wherein

the bank is now located. In September. 187G, the

bank was incorporated by net of the State legislature,

and commenced business October 2, 1870, as a stock

company. The capital stock with which the bank
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organized wasone hundred thousand dollars, Messrs.

Wood, Woodward and .Sheffield lieeoming the largest

stockholders. The company included many of the.

leading business men in the place and several of the

ablest farmers in the vicinity. A board of directors

was chosen September 23, 18T0, consisting of Botirdett

Wood, Abishai Woodward, E. J. Sheffield, Andrew
Smith, A. C. Beckwith, and the following year two

more directors were added, viz: D. M. Harkness and

J. B. Iligbee. Rourdett Wood was chosen president;

Abishai Woodward, vice-president; ami E. J. Shef-

field, cashier: and these gentlemen are the present

officers, with Abishai Woodwind, Jr., as teller. The
stockholders of this bank in number represent not

less than one million three hundred thousand dollars,

two of the directors, Mr. Wood and Mr. Harkuess,

representing, together, three-fourths of a million.

The First National Rank was organized September

30, 1875, the capital stock Iwing fifty thousand dol-

lars. The directors are : J. T. Worthington, Dr.

Amos Woodward, J. R. Iligbee, William MeKim,
Joseph Eglc and J. K. Richards. J. T. Worthing-

ton is president, and E. II. Rrown the efficient

cashier.

DRY GOODS.

In this line of basiness, Mr. Anthony Ruffing,

Messrs. Rover & Eichhorn, and Hilbish, Harsch &
Co., supply the needs of the denizens of Rellevue ami
surrounding country. Mr. Ruffing has been in Relle-

vue since 1856, and has been connected with (he dry

goods business, either as a clerk, partner or sole pro-

prietor, ever since, with the exception of five or six

years. No man in Rellevue is more attentive to his

business. Of a quiet and reserved disposition, he,

nevertheless, is very industrious and energetic, and
has built up a very successful trade. He enjovs the

esteem and confidence of all classes of citizens. Mr.
Joseph Royer, the senior member of the firm of

Royer & Eichhorn, has been in the dry goods business

since 1862, at which time he connected himself with

Applegate & Company. In 1865, he took the lead-

ing place in the business, and the firm was thereafter

known as J. II. Royer & Co., until 1*08, when Mr.
Eichhorn was received as a partner. Ruth these gen-
tlemen are peculiarly well adapted to the pursuit they

follow, and enjoy a generous share of the community's
patronage. Hilbish, Harsch & Co. have but recently

established themselves in this business.

E. M. Wolf, the village clothier, came to Rellevue

in 1863, and established himself in business in the

same room he now occupies. He has not changed
his place of bnsiness a single time in all these years,

and his prosperity is proof that he is popular with
his patrons.

M A N V F A V T U R I NO.

FLOUR.

Messrs. Iligbee & Company are the proprietors of a
business industry of great value and importance to

51

]

the prosperity and growth of Rellevue. The stir-

I

rounding country, for many miles north, south and

west, can with difficulty be excelled as a wheat pro-

ducing country. The soil, a mixture of sand and
clay, with a substratum of limestone, contains all the

needed ingredients for the abundant growth of this

cereal. The senior member of this firm, in the year

1840. taking cognizance of the fact that this was an

excellent wheat district, and that Rellevue might give

birth to a business that would stimulate the produc-

:
tion of this grain, undertook the erection of a flour-

ing mill. He was colinected iu this enterprise with a

I Mr. Lawrence, and on the first of January, 1850, the

stone mill, with four rnn of stone, and a building

thirty-six by eighty feet on the ground and sixty feet

in height, was opened to the public. Hither came
the farmers with their wheat and found a ready active

market. In 185:1, Mr. Iligbee purchased his partner's

interest, and continued the husiuess single handed.

In 1859, his mill was burned but was immediately re-

built. In later years L. F. Harris, and his son,

J. A. Iligbee, were admitted as partners. Mr. Har-

ris soon withdrew. Mr. Higbee and his son continuing

the business. In 1873, or early in 1874, the Higbee's

purchased the mill of H. M. Sinclair & Co., and re-

ceived Mr. T. L. Branan as a partner. Higbee & Co.,

iu the jwrsons of J. B. Higbee, J. A. Higbee and T.

L. Branan, became the proprietors of these two larg0
fine flouring mills, the largest industry of the kind un-

der one management in Northern Ohio. The old mill,

or the stone mill, had, in the meantime, been enlarged,

and at this time contains nine run of stone, and has

a producing cap.icity of two hundred and'fifty barrels

of flour ]>er diem, while the Sinclair mill produces two

hundred barrels. Worked to their full capacity, every

working day in the year, these mills would turn out

about one hundred and forty thousand barrels of flour

per year. The firm, besides supplying the home de-

mand, ship about seventy-five thousand barrels yearly.

This flour goes to all points along the Lake Shore

road, east, and into Pennsylvania, New York and the

New England States. They tell us that they purchase

not less than five hundred thousand bushels of wheat

per year.

In addition to their milling business, this firm is

the largest grain buyers and shippers in this section

of the State. They own two large elevators at this

|

point and one in Clyde. In addition, they ship grain

from all the principal points along both branches of

the Lake Shore road l>etweeu Toledo aud* Cleveland.

This house is likewise interested as an equal partner

with Mr. T. R. Batman in the hitters patents of hot

blast furnace automatic doors and rocking grates,

which are marvels in their way. They act as pre-

ventives of smoke, and :>ave both labor and fuel.
i

The firm have their main office at this place with a

branch office at Cincinnati. These doors and grates

are in great demand. Mr. J. B. Higbee. the senior

member of the firm, has been identified with the

growth and prosperity of Rellevue for upwards of
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forty-five years, and history may candidly record for

him the fact that he has always been a public-Spirited

citizen, making liheral investments in various kinds

of business promotive of the growth of the place.

BARRELS.

William and B. F. McKim came here from Seneca

county. New York, in 1841*, and started a cooper shop

iu a log house, near the present residence of Mr.

William Patterson. Here they carried forward a

small business for about three years when they built

them a shop on the ground now occupied by the re-

sidence of B. F. McKim, and after remaining here for

two years longer, they built a shop near Messrs.

Higbee & Co.'s stone mill. Having secured the trade

of the latter mimed firm for whom they made flour

barrels, their business gradually prospered, and was

conducted with good success for five years, when B.

F. McKim was induced to accept the position of fore-

man of the shops of Messrs. Harkness & Co., dis-

tillers, which position he rilled with much credit for

fourteen years. In the meantime William kept the

old business g"ing. The two brothers, about the

year l$f>U. decided to resume their co-partnership re-

lations, and at (lie same time, to enlarge their business.

They purchased the shops near the present Power

building from H. M. Sinclair & Co., at that time the

owners, and soon fitted up one of the buildings for

the reception of machinery. Hitherto barrel making
had Iteen done exclusively by hand. From this time

forward they were enabled to greatly augment the

amount of their production without increasing the

labor and exjicnse. At the time of this purchase,

they employed twenty-five men. In 1ST 1 . the Belle-

vue Power Company, baring completed their build-

ing, the McKim Brothers rented a portion of the

same, and purchasing new machinery, commenced
the manufacture of barrels on a much larger

scale than hitherto had been known to them. To-day.

he. who visits their works, will l>e astonished at the ex-

tent and scope of their business. They employ an

average of sixty men. and their producing capacity

is four hundred barrel* per day. It re<|iiires nearly

two thousand dollars jier week to pay for labor, ma-

terial, expense, etc. Their goods are shipped to

Chicago, Cleveland, Buffalo, Baltimore, New York

and other eastern markets. A novel feature of their

business is the shipment of barrels in the knock down.

After a barrel is made, it is taken to pieces, each

stave, hoop and head can-fully numbered, and in this

way the goods are shipjicd to distant market-. By

this procedure they are enabled to ship four hundred

barrels iu a single car load, whereas, by the former

method they can ship but one hundred.

Most of their barrels are for oil. but they make a

great many flour barrels, and in the -ea-on a large

number of cider barrels. East fall their manufacture

of this kind of barrel readied the number of twenty-

one thousand.

No busiuess house deserves prosperity more than

these gentlemen. They have always been industrious,

hard-working men, and rank among Bellevue's l*>st

citizens.

FfKXITt'RE.

Wood Brothers & Sawyer, Wood, Sawyer & Com-
pany. The Bellevue Furniture Company, and Wood
& Smith, represent the changes that have occurred

in the business of manufacturing furniture in Belle-

vue. In the year 1871, J. B. Wood, T. H. Wood
and Ceorge Sawyer, formed a copartnership, under

the title of Wood Brothers & Sawyer, rented power

and bench room of the Bellevue Power Company,
and having purchased the requisite machinery, l»cguu

the business of the manfacture of furniture for

the wholesale trade. In February, of 1873, the firm

was enlarged by the admission of W. W. Williams,

and was thereafter known as Wood. Sawyer &
Company, until the year 1875, when, in the month
of September, it was changed to the Bellevue Furni-

ture Company, the business having been converted into

a stock company, with a paid up capital of thirty-

seven thousand, five hundred dollars. More than

one-half of this stock was owned by two individuals

of the company, the president, and the secretary and

treasurer, and more than one-half the remainder by

the three persons who composed the firm of Wood
Brothers & Sawyer. In the winter of 187U. the

company resolved to vacate the Power Company's

building, and an engine, boiler and shafting were

purchased, and Mr. Williams' building, on Kilbourne

j

street, was put in shape to receive the machinery, and

I the business from thenceforward was carried on in

said building. In the fall of 1877, the company
decided to abandon the business. The prices of

furniture had undergone a constant decline since the

fall of 1873, until they had reached fifty per cent., or

more: the failures of dealers had been numerous, and

despite the utmost caution the losses of the company

from this cause were many thousands of dollars. In

closing out. Mr. B. Wood, who had sustained by far

the greatest loss, purchased the machinery and goods

i of the company, and came into possession of the Wil-

liams' block. He thereupon rented the building and

machinery to T. H. Wood and E. II. Smith, who have

conducted the business since January 29, 1878, and

now, that prices and material have reached an almost

unvarying standard, the gentlemen are in a fair way

to make the business prosperous and remunerative.

They demand of their workmen that every article

produced shall be without a flaw, and their goods are

giving excellent satisfaction. We trust that a future

historian may record for them a success which shall

vary through many succeeding years only as it shall

grow more and more abundant.

FOl'XDKY AVIt AtmtCl LTt KAL WOBKS.

A foundry was started on Southwest street, near

Mam. about lf*73, by Woodward A. Mayne, for the.

|
manufacture of plows and other agricultural imple-
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merits. Some two years after itarting, tlieir foundry

burned down. It was immediately rebuilt, and is

still in operation, in the manufacture of plows and

points, and such other castings as may lie ordered,

though they do no general foundry work. They also

have a wagon and blacksmith shop in connection with

their foundry, and turn out quite a number of bug-

gies and wagons yearly. At present they deal spe-

cially in agricultural implements, keeping the best

makes of mowing machines, rakes, drills, etc. As

the country in the vicinity of Bellevue is largely de-

voted to agricultural pursuits, there is and has been

a good demand for articles in which they deal.

niSTII.LF.RIKS.

Soon after the settlement of the county a small dis-

' tillery was started near Bellevue. The grain used

was ground at Clear Creek and the still was run by

haud. This was previous to 183H.

In October, 184!t, Chapman, Harkness & Company
built the first large distillery, with a capacity of sixty

bushels of grain per day. This was run until 1859,

when it was sold to D. M. Harkness, who formed a

partnership with L. (i. Harkness and II. M. Flagler.

It was then increased to a capacity of six hundred

bushels of grain daily, and was run under this man
agetnent until 18'

-

>4, when it was purchased by II. M
Sinclair. Since that time it has not been run eontin

uously and is now abandoned as a distillery.

In 1853, Chapman, Woodward & Company built

another distillery, with a capacity for six hundred

bushels daily. This distillery has been run most of

the time since built and is still in operation.

The original cost of these distilleries was not far

from thirty thousand dollars each.

Carriage works.

In April, 18T0, Dehe S. Reiling purchased the

cooper shop on the corner of North West and Castalia

streets, and converted it into a carriage shop. They

built an addition to the building then on the ground,

and have since that time done a larjre business, prin-

cipally in making and repairing carriages and buggies.

Their shop is eighty-four by twenty six feet, a part of

it being two stories in height; under the rear portion

of the building is the smith and ironing shop. A
ready sale is found for their manufactures, mostly

among the farming community of Bellevue. San-

dusky and Norwalk. They turn out, yearly, from

fifty to sixty carriages and buggies, besides doing a

large business at repairing. At this time, spring of

187!», they employ nine men, and need more shop

room than they have. Both members of the firm are

practical men, and understand every detail of the

business, and though they started in a very uiipropi-

tious time, a good measure of success has attended the

earnest perseverance they have shown.

THE FARMER'S ELEVATOR.

Karly in 1875, the farmers living in the vicinity

of Bellevue formed a joint stock company for the

purpose of erecting au elevator that should be under

their own control, aud from which they could ship

their grain if they thought best, or could sell on the

street if prices offered suited them. The charter

members of this company consisted of seventeen per-

sons, and stock was subscribed to the amount of five

thousand dollars.

A building about twenty four by sixty feet was

erected and completed September 11, 1875. A u en-

gine house was also Wuilt and au engine provided for

hoisting grain and running a cleaner and a mill for

grinding feed. The cost was about nine thousand

dollars, a part of it being paid from earnings of tho

' elevator after its completion. The building and at-

tachments were put in charge of John Decker, who,

the first season, received and shipped some four hun-

dred thousand bushels of grain.

On the night of April 10. 1878, the elevator was

burned. A new one was immediately commenced,

and was in running order about August 1, 1878, but

the feed mill and cleaner were not replaced. -Mr.

Decker continued as manager until November, 1878,

when Messrs. Wood & Close took charge. The first

of January, 1870, they leased the elevator, the stock-

holders reserving the right to use it for their own

grain, on paying the lessees one cent per bushel for

elevating and storing. Since the 1st of January,

Wood & Close have shipped (to May 15, 1879.) about

one hundred thousand bushels of grain. They also

sell clover and grass seed, plaster, cement, etc. They

are enterprising, reliable young men, and are build-

ing up a promising business.

The stock company is managed by a board of

directors consisting of nine persons, three of whom
form an executive committee. It is believed by the

members of the company that since the erection of

the elevator, prices for grain have ruled firmer, and

thus the patrons have received benefit from the invest-

ment.

There are two elevators in the building, both run

by horse power, two horses being used. This is

found much more economical than an engine, and

answers the purjiosc equally well.

WATER WORKS.

The village of Bellevue is situated in a compara-

tively level country, with no hills aud no elevated

land from which to obtain water by means of springs or

natural reservoirs. L'nderlying it is a limestone for-

mation, full of cracks and seams, by means of which

the surface water is effect ually drained off, thus form-

ing a line system of drainage for farms, but giving

the town the reputation of a dry place. On the pur-

chase of a hand fire engine, in 180;*, cisterns were

built in various parts of the town, but the supply of

water was not thought adequate. About that time

the subject of some system of water works was agi-

tated, and the village authorities caused an experi-

mental well to be bored, but the drill became stuck

and it was given up.
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In 1872, the village council submitted the question
|

of a reservoir, to be fed bj a large ditch on the eastern I

border of the corporation, to the people for a vote,

which resulted almost unanimously in its favor, only

two votes being recorded against the question. An !

ordinance was then parsed authorizing the construc-

tion of water works, and providing for the issue of

bonds of the village, not to exceed the amount of

forty thousand dollars, the same to expire in 1880.

A special election was held July 5, 1873, for the elec-

tion of three trustees, for one, two, and three years.

J. W. Good80n, A. B. Smith, and B. Moore were

elected, and immediately proceeded to work out the

plan. A lot of five acres was purchased from McKim
aud Bates, with the right of way to the ditch before

mentioned. Two more acres were subsequently added

to the first purchase, making the present area seven

acres. In digging out the reservoir, the dirt was

piled up around the sides, making a substantial em-
bankment. The gravel in the side of the ridge was

strnck in some places, and when the reservoir is full

the water filters through the gravel into the ridge for

a great distance, forming an almost inexhaustible

supply, for one season at least.

In 1875, water conduetors were laid through Main

street, but it was found that there was not sufficient

pressure to furnish all the water that was needed. In

1877, a tank hou>eof brick was built, thirty-two feet

high, and surmounted by a boiler iron tank, twenty-

five feet high and eighteen feet in diameter, capable

of holding fifty thousand gallons of water. A
Knowles engine aud pump were purchased, for the

purpose of forcing the water into the tank.

About thirteen thousand feet of main pipe have been

laid. For some time after the construction of the

reservoirs the people of the town got along with their

former facilities for obtaining water, but many are

now using from the pips, and the number is increas-

ing weekly. There are fifteen hydrants for use in'
{

case of fire, and water is used by two mills and two

factories. The present receipts amount to about six

hundred and fifty dollars per annum.

Though an ordinance was passed authorizing the

issue of bonds of the village for forty thousand dollars,

but about twenty-four thousand dollars have been is-

sued. The total cost of the works thus far has been

twgnty-three thousand seven hundred dollars. The
report of the water works trustees, made January 1.

lf>7'.». shows the sum of one thousand two hundred

and sixty dollars and forty-live cents in the treasury,

to the credit of this fund. It is expected that the

receipts will pay all future expenses in the way of

laving main- and making necessary repairs.

POWER HOI -K.

In 1871. some of the capitalists of Bellevue con-

reived the idea of erecting a large building, putting
[

in an engine and suitable machinery, and renting to

any persons or companies, who required power for

manufacturing purposes, such part of the building as

ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

they might need for carrying forward the business in

which they were engaged. A subscription paper was
started and the names of eighty-seven persons were

obtained. It was the intention to start with a capital

stock of fifty thousand dollars, though it was found

that this amount would not be required, and hut

thirty thousand dollars were called iu. Some few of

the signers of the subscription did not finally take

shares, though eight hundred and thirty-six were

taken.

A contract was made August 8, 1S71, for a build-

ing forty bv one hundred and fifty feet, two stories in

height, and thirty feet to the roof. This was com-
pleted in the full of the same year. An engine house

was also built, twenty by thirty feet iu size, the total

cost being about thirty thousand dollars, including

the land on which the building was erected.

About two-thirds of the building was leased to

Wood, Sawyer & Company as a furniture manufacto-

ry; a part to Ferguson Greene for a feed mill, aud the

balance to McKim Brothers in connection with their

barrel factories. In 1874, an addition, forty-four and

one-half feet by one hundred and fifty feet, and three

stories iu height, was erected with the expectation of

an increased number of renters. Wood, Sawyer <&

Company rented the third story in addition to what

they already had, and McKim Brothers took oue-third

of the lower story. Murray & Beck rented a part of

the second story for use us a door, sash and blind fac-

tory. A short time after this, iu 187G, Wood, Sawyer

& Company organized the Bellevue Furniture com-

pany, and moved their factory into a building on Kil-

bourue street. Murray & Beck followed them and

rented a part of their building. F. Greene gave up

his business on account of failing health, and at the

present time McKim Brothers are the only occupants

of the power building.

At the time the addition was built the income from

the rental of the building and power was four thou-

sand five hundred dollars. At the present time there

is no income to stockholders, but the receipts pay all

excuses. Possibly, with the advent of better tunes

in the future, manufacturers may be induced to come

here and engage in business that will fill the building

with the busy hum of machinery.
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Milliners.—Miller S. Baker, Mrs. J. U. Mayne,

Mrs. E. Lanterman, Miss M. V. Henry.

Dressmakers.—Mrs. Humphrey, Mrs. Reynolds,

Mrs. R. Carpenter, Miss M. V. Henry, Mrs. Curtiss.

Butchers.—George Wills, M. Goodman, Joseph

Boehler, Zehner and Bollenbacher.

Hotels.—Exchange, W. W. Howard, proprietor;

German. D. Jacobs, proprietor.

Furniture.—Wise and Gross, C. F. Murray, Wood
and Smith, manufacturers.

Undertakers.—Wise and Gross, D. Moore.

Painters.—C. F. Burgess, Barber Brothers, L.

Haxton, S. Headings, Philip Salter.

Boots and Shoes.— R. Greenslade, Justus Oehm.
C. I). Stoner, A. Frenz.

Shoemakers.—George Rudd, J. A. Bossier, M.

Murr, John Fiegelist.

Merchant Tailors and Clothiers.—William

Gros*, J. B. Higbee, E. M. Wolf.

Tailors.—F. Heitzwabel, B. Prim, F. Knapp,
B. Baumau, John Cowle.

Blacksmiths,—John Painter, Ochs and King,

Roger Euright, John Euright, Stephen Burdsall.

Druggists.—Goodson and Co., Close and narp-

ster.

Banks.—First National Bank. J. T. Worthington,

president; Amos Woodward, vice president; E. H.

Brown, cashier. Bellovuo Bank, Bourdett Wood,

president; Abishai Wood, vice president; K. J. Shef-

field, cashier.

Dentists.—A. R. and E. D. Lord.

Dry Goods.—Boyer & Biohhorn, Hilbish, Harsch

& Co., Smith & Greene, A. Ruffing.

Hardware.—Joseph Egle, Peter Brady.

Grocers.—J. H. Weber, Frank Loomis, John
Ries, W. H. Kern, Hilbish, Harsch & Co.. Richards

& Place, A. Leiter & Co., G. Daugeleisen, Ailer

Bros., John Setzler, Martin Huff, P. Biebricher, E.

Heim, G. W. Hock.

Livery Stables.—Samuel Miller, E. W. Miller.

Barbers.—M. Warch, C. Smith.

Bakers.—John Baker, W. Leishner.

Harness Makers.—Sherck & Molland. G. Schus-

ter.

Stoves and Tinware.— P. Brady, G. A. Beck-

with, Joseph Egle.

Miscellaneous.—A. Hornig, marble dealer: Kern
& Bcnfer, agricultural implements; Higbee & Com-
pany, produce dealers and millers; Woodward &
Mayne, agricultural implements ; Joseph Edrich,

cooper; Wood & Close, grain dealers and elevator;

McKim Brothers, manufacturers of barrels, office in

power building, near railroad ; S. Patterson, tanner;

J. T. Worthington, distiller; Joseph Derr, wagon
maker ; Thomas Thorneloe, builder and contractor;

Samuel Tate, feather renovator: 0. Witheriek, dray-

man; J. M. Trumbauer, tobacco dealer; J. C. Shef-

field, real estate and loan agent; Mrs. Smith, hair-

dresser; A. Frenz, crockery; F. F. Beuuer, produce

dealer; Mrs. J. Orwig, hairdresser: John Baker, ice

cream parlors; Dehe & Reiling. Bellevue coach and

carriage works: Joseph St raver, ornamental plasterer;

Wm. Screech, lime kiln and quarry: John Painter,

wagon maker; Arthur Vial, painter and paper hanger;

Johu Oreenslade, painter and paper hanger: F. Wer-

ner, carpet weaver; F. May. cigar manufactory; Ben-

jamin Moore, real estate.

Biographical Sketches.

FREDRICK A. CHAPMAN.

Mr. F. A. Chapman came into this part of the

country when he was about eighteen years of age,

during the turbulent times of the last war with

England. He was first engaged, with one or two of

his brothers, and T. G. Amsden, in hunting, trapping

and trading with the Indians, and their operations

extended over a large portion of the northwest, reach-

ing as far. at least, as Green bay. on Lake Michigan.

The dangers attendant ujmjii such a calling, and the

romantic adventures which made it so attractive to

;
the young and daring, arc well illustrated by a

thrilling incident, which the reader will find recorded

on another page of this work, in the biographical

j

sketch of Mr. Amsden, who, as above stated, was

[

associated with the Chapman brothers in this exciting

and perilous business. Having already related it in

connection with the notice of Mr. Amsden, it will not

! be neceasary to reproduce it here.

Soon after reaching his majority, Mr. Chapman
went into the dry goods trade in Bellevue, with Mr.

Amsden. Together, they carried on a successful

business for many years. Never, perhaps, did the

mental qualities of two men more completely sup-

plement each other, thus forming that happy combi-

nation which alone can render a business partnership

either satisfactory or successful. Mr. Chapman's

business tact enabled him early to see the value of

real estate, of which he secured here a generous slice,

while prices were cheap. Its rise in value, afterwards,

together with a business well managed, provided his

family with comfort and plenty.

Mr. Chapman was born at Bethlehem. Connecticut,

March 10, 1790. His father's name, as we are

informed, was Michael, and his mother was a daughter

of Dr. Hawlev, a physician of considerable note in

those days. Before coming to Ohio, they resided for

a number of years (not ascertainable) in Ontario

count). New York. The parents settled in Huron

j

county BOOM five or six years after their sons came

, here.

On the 10th of May. 1830, Mr. Chapman was mar-

ried to Clemenee A Follett. daughter of Kliphalet and

Tryphena (Dimick) Follett, who had migrated from

western New York to Huron county about six years

before. The family came to western New York from
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Bennington, Vermont. Mrs. Chapman's mother died

in 1833. but lier father survived till 1851.

The name Follett is of Norman origin, corning into
|

England about the timeof William the Cowpierer, and

ever since honored in English annals. It is signal-

ized by a monument in Westminster Abbey, erected

at the Queen's expense, to the memory of Sir William

Webb Follett, Kt., who was buried in the north

transept of that historic pile as recently as the year

1845. This nobleman, as we have been informed,

was a relative of the Huron county Folletts. "He
was" (we (piote from an "historical description of

Westminster Abbey"), "at the time of his decease,

representative in Parliament for the city of Exeter,

and attorney general to Queen Victoria. Of unblem-

ished conduct in every relation of life, of manners

gentle and prepossessing, combining with great legal

knowledge, and extraordinary powers of persuasive

eloquence, he attained, with the esteem, admiration,

and good will of all who witnessed his brilliant career,

the highest eminence as an advocate and a parlia-

mentary speaker. The general hope and expectation

that he was destined for the highest honors of the

law, were blighted by his untimely death. Died June

28, 184o, aged forty-eight."

The hope and expectation alluded to in this extract,

were that Sir William was destined to become Lord

High Chancellor of England. Two yean ago two

daughters and two granddaughters of Mr. and Mrs.

Chapman, while on a visit to the land of their fore-

fathers, had the pleasure (and an exquisite pleasure

it must have been to them) of looking upon this mon-
ument, erected by royal gratitude to the memory of

|

their distinguished relative, and one of the daughters
|

(Mrs. Davis) took great pains to learn all facts con-
j

nected with the life of the distinguished Mr. Follett,
j

and to her we are indebted for the book from which

the above extract is taken.

At the breaking out of the revolutionary war, the

ancestors of Mrs. Chapman were living in Pennsyl-

vania, near the scene of that shocking tragedy, the

Wyoming massacre, in which her grandfather, Eli-

phalet Follett, was kilied. This massacre occurred,

as our readers will remember, July 3, 1778.

The grandfather, Eliphalet, was born January 16,

1731, in Windham, Connecticut. He there married

Elizabeth Dewey, on the 8th of March. 1T'J4. She was

born July 14, 1743, and either she was a native of

Vermont, or her father's family must have removed

to that State *oon after her marriage. A- above

stated, tbi- couple, at the breaking out of the revo-

lutionary war, were residing in the Wyoming Valley,

Pennsylvania, where they owned a larire farm, and

had a family of six children. They must have «et-

tied in that place immediately after their marriage

—

or perhaps he may have gone there before that, and

got his farm under cultivation.

One of the forts thrown up by the inhabit-

ants of that charm

i

ii lt. but ill-fated region, in order

to protect themselves from their allied foes, the Indi- i

ansand Tories, was situated on his farm near Kings-

ton: and when it was ascertained that these savage

allies were approaching, he was among the first of

those who rallied for the defence of their homes and

their loved ones. Who has not read the history of

that terrible contest, and of the more terrible slaugh-

ter and burning which followed? In the list of those

who were killed on that day never to be forgotten, is

the name of Eliphalet Follett. The manner of his

death, too, has been recorded. He was one of the

four hundred who accompanied Col. Zebulun Butler,

the commander of the patriots, when, accepting the

invitation to a parley, he went out to meet his tracher-

ous' cousin, John Butler, who was in command of the

savages. He was one of the twenty who, alone, of all

that four hundred, succeeded in cutting their way

through, after they had been basely deceived, sur-

rounded and attacked, on all sides, by the demoniac

allies. The most of this twenty escaped by swimming

across the Sus»piehanna river, but Follett was shot

while in the water. His body was recovered and

buried, and portions of his clothing, together with

the knee-buckles and the shoe-buckles, which he wore

at the time, were afterwards sent to his family.

Many of the women aud children were butchered

or consumed in the flames, but the wife and children

of Eliphalet Follett were among those who were per-

mitted to escajH". The sufferings which they under-

went, are well nigh inconceivable. With only an old

horse, with a feather bed for a saddle, (obtained by the

aid of a friendly Indian) that heroic woman made her

way fifty miles, in the directiou from which succor

was expected, with six children,—the oldest, thirteen

years of age, and the youngest, two years of age.

The older children led or carried the youuger, and

two who were enfeebled by sickness, rode with their

mother. A painful accident added to her torture.

Before they had gone far from the scene of the mas-

sacre, the horse stumbled, and she was thrown from

his back, and in the fall her arm wa* broken. Three

or four days days elapsed before a physician could Ik)

found to set the broken limb. How she could con-

tinue her journey, under such distressing circum-

stances;, it is impossible to imagine, but by her in-

domitable energy and resolution, with the blessing of

God, she was enabled to persevere until, at the end of

the fifty miles, she met the baggage train sent out by

Gen. Sullivan for the relief of the refugees.

In the course of a few weeks she succeeded in reach-

ing her friends at Pownal. Bennington county, Ver-

mont. There, six months after the tragic death of

her husband, she gave birth to another son, who, in

process of time, became the father of Mrs. Chapman.

The six children born in Pennsylvania were, in the

order of their ajres, Martin, Betsey. Charles, Elipha-

let, dr.. Benjamin and James. Eliphalet, Jr., having

died a few months after the posthumous child was

born, it was decided to call the last Eliphalet, in or-

der that the name might he preserved in the family.

We have gleaned the most of the foregoing facts

Digitized by Google







Digitized by Google



HISTORY OF HURON AND ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO. 40 7

from a book of records and reminiscences in tnanu- '

script, partly compiled, but mostly composed, by Mrs.

Mary E. Bull, a sister of Mrs. Chapman, who, at the

time of writing it, was residing at La Salle, Illinois.

She died at that place some four or five years ago.

The work evinces much talent and would make a

readable volume in print. If the poet, Campbell,

had had access to it he might have avoided some of

the mistakes which he fell into in writing his "Ger-
trude of Wyoming" and he would have found in it

plenty of incidents quite as romantic as those which

form the basis of that affectiug story.

The children of Eliphalet Folle'tt, the father of

Mrs. Chapman, were: Dewey E., Abel D., Julia,

Clemeuce A., Mary, Thede, Elizabeth, Tryphena and
Fannie. Dewey E. died at Alton, Illinois, in 1860.

His wife was Sarah Bull. They had two children:

Francis, who married a Mr. Mover, a prominent citi-

zen of Memphis, Tennessee, and Harmon, who is a

leading lawyer of Brainard, Minnesota. Abel D-

lives in California. He married Laura Smith. They
have one child living, Clemeuce. who married an el-

der in the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. and Mrs.

Follett buried three children: Clemence, Elleo and
Edward. Julia is spoken of in the sketch of Dr. L.

G. Harkness, and Clemeuce A. elsewhere in this me-
moir. Mary married Mason Bull and resides at La
Salle, Illinois. They had two sons killed in the army
and buried two others, and have two still living: Fol-

lett Bull, a prominent lawyer of Ottawa, Illinois, and
Dewey, a resident of St. Louis. Thede.married Wil-

liam Harkness, a nephew of Dr. L. G. Harkness, and
resides with her husband at Des Moines, Iowa. They

j

have one son and two daughters: Daniel, Arabella

and Florence. Elizabeth married John McKee and
lives in Upper Sandusky. They have oue son living:

John, who resides at Dayton, Ohio. Tryphena mar-

ried Cuyler Greene, by whom she has had three child-

ren: Eliphalet, Malcolm and Ferguson. Mr. Greene

died in 1848, and she married, for her second hus-

band, Dr. J. W. Goodson, by whom she had one

child: Nettie, now living with Mrs. J. A. Higbee.

Fannie married Calvin Merrels and resides at Alton,

Illinois. One child, Julia, died rive years ago, and
three, Franklin, Luella and Charles, arc still living.

The members of the Follett family, from the grand-

father of the above named children down, have all

been exemplary christian men and women, devoted to

the churche. of their choice. Mrs. Chapman is the

only one of her father's family who became a com-
municant of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and
her fidelity to this branch of the Christian church has

ever been of the truest kind.

Mr. F. A. Chapman was married to Clemeuce A.

Follett on the tenth of May, 1830. They have had

eight children, as follows: 1. Arabella, married to

Dr. A. Woodward, one of the "solid men " of Belle-
j

vue. They have two daughter*: Louise and Arabella.

•2. Julia T. married Charles Roberts, and died with-

out issue in 1855. 3. Louisa 0. married Cuyler

Greeue, a prominent lawyer of Rushville, New York.

He died a few years after their marriage aud she is

now living with her mother in the old home. 4.

Frederick A. lived to be a young man and died in

1861. 5. Nellie married George R. Finch, a whole-

sale merchant of St. Paul. Minnesota. She died May
30, 1869, leaving one child—Clemence. 6. MaryG.,
who married the widower of her sister Nellie, and has

three children: Nellie, George C. and William. 7.

Florence married John H. Davis, a banker doing busi-

ness in Wall street. New York City. They have one

daughter—Flora C. 8. Kate married R. W. Mat-

thews, of Boston. He is now engaged in business in

Toledo. Ohio. They have had two children: Kittie,

who died in November, and Frederick C.

Mr. Chapman died iu 1861 of apoplexy. He was

public spirited and generous almost to a fault; always

ready to assist, with money or advice, those who need-

ed assistance. He won the esteem and good will of

all who knew him. aud died deeply regretted by his

fellow citizens. His widow still resides in the beau-

tiful and luxurious home which he had provided,

highly esteemed by hosts of friends for many ami-

able qualities. And her devotion to the church,

though not the church of her ancestors, is the most
peecious inheritance which their deep religious nature

has transmitted. Amid the privations of pioneer

life, with which, in her maiden days, she was brought

in contact: in her home life as wife and mother, and

in the later years of her life, Mrs. Chapman has ever

shown herself to be an amiable, kind hearted, gener-

ous christian woman.

GURDON WOODWARD

was of English ancestry and New England birth.

His parents were Abishai and Mary Spicer Woodward.
The Woodwards settled in New London, Connecticut,

at an early day iu the history of that State, and

Abishai Woodward, the father of Gurdon, was a

leading citizen of the town of New London during

and following the revolutionary period. Though not

of the number whose losses from fire by British sol-

diery were compensated by u donation of western

lands made by the State, yet he became the owner,

by purchase, of a large amount of these claims, and,

upon the partition of the Fire-lands, he acquired pro-

prietorship of more than four thousand acres, all

lying in sections, one and four of what now is Lyme
township. The father of eleven children, he gave to

each an equal, undivided interest is these lands. To
the ownership, by his father, of western territory, is

due the fact of Gurdou's coming to this locality. Mr.

Woodward, Sr., came into the possession of his lands

November 9, 18"8, the date when partition was

effected, and died the following year.

Gurdon Woodward was born February 21, 1795, iu

New London, Connecticut, and, at the age of four-
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teen, immediately after the death of his parent*, went

to reside at Whitestown, New York. There he

learned the trade of millwright. His educational

advantages were not the best, yet he made wise im-

provement of such as were afforded, and acquired a

thorough knowledge of the practical branches then

taught, and. for his day, was more than an average

scholar.

Upon the outbreak of the last war with England,

he volunteered his services in behalf of his country,

served her with fidelity, and, at the close of the war,

received an honorable discharge at Sackett's Harbor,

New York. This wad in 1815. He had at this time

reached the age of twenty years. His mind now
turned with eager thoughts toward the distant west.

At Whitestown, New York, lived, at this time, a young

lady to whom he had become attached. .Miss Man'
Shepard Savage, youngest daughter of John and

Rachel Shepard Savage. She became his betrothed.

Amos, the oldest brother of Guidon, who was the

youngest son, had married Rachel, the oldest sister of

Mary, who was the youngest daughter.

In 1810, Gurdou Woodward started for the lands

of his inheritance, and, after a temporary stay in

Huron, where his sister Betsey and her husband, Mr.

George Sheffield, located in the same year, he came
on to Lyme in the spring of 1817, and made a selec-

tion of his lauds. His first night in Lyme township,

then Wheatsborough, was spent by the remains of an

Indian camp fire—his dog and gun his only com-

panions—upon the very ground which was afterwards

to be his home during many of the years of his life.

His dreams, that first night, must have been filled

with thoughts of far-away Whitestown, and of the

loved one who awaited there his return.

Two years of heroic toil were now spent in fitting

his chosen heritage for the advent of her. who, at the

expiration of that time, was to be his bride. A loj-

house was erected and portions of the land cleared and

fenced. The day finally came when he retraced his

steps to his former home, Oneida county. New York,

and there, at the village of Whitestown, on the 14th

day of April, 1S19, he united his fortunes in holy

matrimony with tho«e of Miss Mary Shejund Savage.

Westward the star of love, m of empire, took its way.

Waiting only to receive the congratulations of their

friends, the happy pair started for their western Ohio
home, the husband, however, coming some weeks in

advance of the wife, who came accompanied by Amos
Woodward, (Minion's oldest brother. Their journey

hither, thus taken separately, was their only wedding
tour, aud the first days of their wedded life—in their

wilderness homo— their honeymoon. Tho-e first sum-
mer days which the young bride, then only eighteen,

passed in the rude but comfortable home which her

lover had, with dauntless perseverance, prepared for

her, must have been in striking contrast to the life

she bad -pent in her father's home in Whitestown.

Yet who can doubt that they were happy days?

With energy and determination, enduring many

severe privations, and denied innumerable comforts

to which they both had been accustomed, they strove

together to better their worldly fortunes, to improve

the condition of their farm and its surroundings, to

beautify their home, and to make life attractive.

Heaven smiled benignantly upon their constant love

and patient labor. Seven children blessed the former,

and, as a result of the latter, the rude log cabin, in

which their wedded life began, gavo place, in time,

to a large, substantial and comfortable dwelling—at

the time of its erection, perhaps, the best in the town-

ship. Their beautiful home they christened "Wood-
lawn.*' Here they dwelt together for forty years, and

here were born to them all their children: Lucy,

Abishai. Amos, William, Mary, Rachel and Julia M.

In 1850. Mr. and Mrs. Woodward removed to Belle-

vuc, and, purchasing the Dr. Lathrop property, on

West Main street, spent there the remainder of their

days, receiving kind attentions from relatives and

friends. Each lived to a ripe old age, the former

dying December 8, 1874, in the eightieth year of his

life, aud the latter February 25, 1879, nearly seventy-

eight years of age.

On the fiftieth anniversary day of their marriage,

April 14, 1869, their relatives and numerous frieuds

assembled at their pleasant home to celebrate their

golden wedding. It was a time of joyous greetings

and hearty congratulations. The aged pair could

look hack upon a happy, well-spent life, and regard

with pleasure their present condition, blessed with

every comfort that hearts could wish. Death had

robbed them of three of their children, Lucy, William

and Julia, and hence their happiness was tempered

with sad recollections, but their surviving sons and

daughters were all happily situated in life—a fact

tliat must have been of great gratification to them.

In their declining years, their four children aud their

grandchildren ministered to them with devoted atten-

tions; and rarely in this life is seen so marked an

exhibition of filial affection as was shown Mrs. Wood-

ward by her sons and daughters during the four years

of her widowhood.

Of the children, Lucy became the wife of George

Sheffield: Abishai married Mary Atnsden, the second

daughter of Mr. Thomas G. Atnsden, and is vice

president of the Bellevue bank, and universally es-

teemed by his fellow-townsmen: Amos married Ara-

bella, eldest daughter of Mr. Frederick A. Chapman;

he is vice president of the First National bank, and a

man of wealth and influence; William died at about

the age of fifteen; Mary became the wife of Rev. Mr.

Hamilton; Rachel married Mr. Boardman, who died

some years ago; he was a man of culture aud intelli-

gence, and was a resident of Lincoln, Illinois, at the

time of his death; Julia M. died in early womanhood.

toirdon Woodward was a man of marked and clearly

defined characteristics. Of commanding person, he

was possessed of sound judgment, a strong will and an

inflexible purpose. In politics, he was a staunch adhe-

rent to the Democratic faith, and never swerved from
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fidelity to party and Jacksonian principles. In reli-

gion, though not a communicant, he was active in

church affairs, and liheral in sustaining its service.

He was ever a kind and devoted husband and an

affectionate father. Of Mrs. Woodward's religious

and domestic life the biographer can say nothing

more to the purpose than to quote the following just

words taken from an obituary notice published in the

Standard of the Cron.*, at the time of her decease,

and written by one who knew her intimately: •'Amidst

the trials and deprivations of pioneer life, she ever

retained the grace and culture of her early life. She
loved the church, and as soon as opportunity offered,

received the apostolic rite of confirmation by Bishop

Mcllvaine. There was nothing ostentations in her

piety, yet she did not hide it under a bushel, but let

her light shine before others. She took a deep inter-

est in all that related to the prosperity of the church.

She loved with a pure and earnest affection. In every

relation of life she was admired and loved, but it was

as a Christian woman that they who loved her best,

love now to think of her. In her decease the com-

munity in which she lived has lost a generous bene-

factor, the church a devout and exemplary member,
and her domestic and social circle a most kind and
warm-hearted relative and friend. ' Blessed are the

dead which die in the Lord from henceforth, yea,

saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their

labors.*"

THE REV. MOSES HAMILTON.

The subject of this brief sketch is a native of the

'•Emerald Isle," having been born near Belfast, in the

year 18*29. At the age of twenty years, that is to say,

iu the summer of 1849, he came to Ohio. For two

years he taught school in Zanesville, and in the sum-
mer of 1851, entered the sophomore class in Kenvou
College, from which institution he was graduated in

1854, with the first honor of his class. In 1850, he

was made a deacon of the Protestant Episcopal

Church in Rosse Chapel, Gambier, by Bishop Mc-
llvaine.

After spending several months in missionary work
in Heury and Defiance counties, he was ordained a

presbyter at Piqua in 185T. Soon after the adjourn-

ment of the Diocesan Convention of that year, he ac-

eepted a call to the joint rectorship of St. Paul's

Church, Bellevue, and Trinity Church, Lyme— the

former a position which he has ever since held. On
the 24th of April, 1800, he was married to Mary,

daughter of the late Gurdon Woodward, of Bellevue.

They have had five children—four daughters and a

son. all of whom are living.

In his pastoral calling Mr. Hamilton is an active,

energetic and faithful worker. As a preacher he is

plain, practical and forcible, and lake- comprehensive

views of the subjects on which he discourses.

AMOS WOODWARD,

the eldest son of Abishai and Marv Spicer Woodward,

was born in New London, Connecticut, January 25,

1780. His father and mother were the parents of

eleven children, of whom there were five sons and six

daughters—Amos. Abishai, Eben, William, and Gor-

don: Hattie, Alithea. Alice. Mary, Betsey and Anna.

The Woodwards are of English descent. Their names

are to be found among those who came to settle in

the valley of Connecticut at an early da)-
. Abishai

Woodward, the father of Amos, was a skillful and

competent draughtsman, and drew designs for many
of the elegant houses that were erected in New Lon-

don during the period immediately preceeding and

following the revolutionary struggle. That ho is a

prominent and highly esteemed citizen is attested by

the fact that he held for many years the office of alder-

man in his native village. Although his name

does not occur among those of the original Fire-lands

sufferers, he acquired ownership, by purchase of a

large number, or amount, of claims, and at the time

of the partition of the lands, received more than four

thousand acres, so that he was enabled to give to each

of his eleven children three hundred and sixty-five

acres. These lands were aparted to him chiefly in

section four of township twenty-four, now known as

Lyme township. The partition of lands among the

sufferers, or their assignees, was effected by a lottery

plan. Through the workings of this singular dis-

tribution of the sufferers' lands, the township, now

called Lyme, became the place of residence of the

Woodwards. Hither came first Gurdou and William

in 1817, followed by Amos in 1820. The last named

resided in New London, at the house of his parents,

until the year 1804. Two years previous he had

visited Whitestown, New York, where he met, for

the first time, the lady who afterwards became his

wife.— Miss Rachel, eldest daughter of John and

Rachel Shepard Savage.

And here we pause to note a rather striking coinci-

dence: Amos and Gurdon, brothers, the oldest and

the youngest sons of Abishai and Mary Spicer Wood-

ward, were married, the former to Rachel the eldest,

and the latter to Mary the youngest, daughters of

John and Rachel Shepard Savage. Thus brothers

wedded sisters, the oldest brother the oldest sister,

the youngest brother the youngest sister.

Amos came to reside permanently in New York

State in 1804. He settled in Vernon, the home of Miss

Savage, and next year, February 6th, the lovers were

married. The following year, December 10, 1800, was

born to them their only child—save one who died in

early life.—.Julia Ann Woodward, who is still living,

the widow of Richard L. McCurdy. in Lymct ownship,

nearly seventy-three years old. He remained a res-

ident of Vernon until the year 1811, when he re-

moved to Whitestown, where he engaged in the mer-

cantile business. This he successfully carried on for

nine years, when, in 1820, he removed to Ohio. His
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brothers. Guidon and William, had the advantage of

prior choice in selecting their lands, and chose tim-

bered tracts. Amos, in making his selection, chose I

a moiety of prairie with timber, and thus his lands were !

not nil in one body. He selected for his homestead, a

tract lying two and a half miles southeast of the pres-

ent village of Mcllcvue, and about a half mile directly

east of his brother Gordon's home. Here was erected

the first large frame house in the township, in the year

1821. The occasion of raising the frame for this

structure, was an important event in the township.

Word was sent far and near, and perhaps all the set-

tlers in the township, and many from adjoining town-

ships, were present. The custom, everywhere preva-

lent in those days, of making free use of good
whisky, was observed, and the frame was speedily

placed in position. As soon as this was done, one of

the raising-bee party mounted aloft and. standing upon

one of the cross-beams with whisky jug in hand, i

which he swung to and fro with great zest, cried out

in stentorian tones: "I christen this building "Julia

Ann's delight forever."" Here, in this new Ohio
home. .Mr. and Mrs. Amos Woodward spent the re-

mainder of their wedded life. The husband died

February 21, 1841, and the wife October 1, 1854.

Amos Woodward was of a religious turn of mind
ami lived and died a worthy communicant of the

Protestant Kpiscopul church. He was ever very

active in behalf of the church, and soon after his ar-

rival iu Ohio, interested himself and others in the

organization of the church of his choice. On the

20th of January, 1821, he assisted in the organization

of the first church iu Norwalk, and was made its

senior warden. The parish also chose him as one of

its lay readers. In 1824, he was chosen one of the

county commissioners, and was for a number of years

n justice of the peace, both of which positions he filled

with much credit to himself and acceptability to the

people. He was a steadfast friend of Bishop Chase,

and he and that good man, together, selected the site

for Kenyan college, of which Mr. Woodward was one

of the first trustees.

RICHARD LORD M< CURDY.

The excellent lady, who is the widow of the sub-

ject of thi* notice, permitted the writer to see an in-

teresting genealogical record, that shows the descent

of the McCnrdys through the wife of Rev. Stephen

Johnson, to be direct from the learned divine and fa-

mous writer. Rev. John Diodati, who was from the

Italian nobility, and who lived at Geneva in the time

of John of Bameveld. The ancestral families which

this tree of genealogy exhibits to the observer are very

numerous, and includes many worthy and distin-

guished ]>eoplc. Among these, in addition to the

Diodatis, may be mentioned the Griswolds. the WiL

loughbys. the Digbvs. the Pitkin>, the Wolcotts. the

Ogdens and the Mitchells.

The McCurdy homestead, in Lyme, Connecticut, is

described in the following words, by an able writer in

Har|H'r's Mmtthly, of February, 1876:

"Side by side with it" (the Mather homestead)

"stands the oldest house in Lyme—a landmark which

has been protected with generous care. Like Sydney

Smith's ancient green chariot, with its new wheels

and new springs, it seems to grow younger each year.

It is the residence of Hon. Charles Johnson McCurdy,

LL. D., an eminent jurist, who was for many years

in the Connecticut legislature, was speaker of the

house, lieutenant governor of the State, United States

minister to Austria, and for a long period judge of

the supreme court. It was he who, when lieutenant

governor of Connecticut, in 1848, originated and car-

ried into effect, through the legislature, that great

change in the common law, by which parties may be-

come witnesses in their own cases, a change which has

since been adopted throughout this country and in

England.

"This antique dwelling has the low ceilings and the

bare polished beams of the early part of the last century

Its doors and walls are elaborately carved and paneled.

In the south parlor is a curious buffet, built with the

house, containing a rare collection of china from an-

cestral families. Between the front windows stands

an elegant round table which descended from Gov-

ernor Matthew and Ursula Wolcott Griswold, and

around which have sat from time to time the six gov-

ernors of the family. The whole house is a museum
of soiiveneirs of preceding generations. In the north

chamber is a rich and unique chest of drawers, which

belonged to the Diodati wife of Rev. Stephen John-

son: altso mirrors, tables, pictures and other relics of

great antiquity. This apartment was occupied by

LaFayette at two distinct eras in our national history

—

for several days during the revolution, when he was

entertained by John McCurdy. while resting his troops

in the vicinity: and in 1825, as the guest of Richard

McCurdy and his daughter Sarah, while on his mem-
orable journey to Boston."

This interesting dwelling descended from John Mc-

Curdy. the grandfather, to Richard McCurdy, the

father of the subject of this sketch, and within its

time honored precincts was horn Richard Lord Mc-

Curdy. on the 2?th day of May, 1802. His mother

was Ursula (Griswold) McCurdy, the Griswold family

of which >he was a member having furnished to the

State two governors. He was christened Richard in

honor of his father, and Lord in honor of his grand-

mother, Mr-. John McCurdy. who was a daughter of

Judge Lord, one of the supreme judges of the State.

An interesting story is told by Mrs. McCurdy. of

Lyme, concerning the marriage of her husband's

grandfather with the daughter of Judge Lord. I lie

Lords were very wealthy, of ancestral lineage, and at

the timeamong the most consequential of the Connec-

ticut families. The daughter was very beautiful,
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while her lover was proud spirited and a man of abil-

ity. When married, the judge, her father, made her

a present, as she and her husband supposed, of a gen-

erous portion of the elegant furniture with which the

Lord mansion was adorned. As the ox carts, then in

use, were about to be driven away with their valuable

cargoes, Mr. Lord, taken with some strange freak,

summoned his servants to him and said: " I call yon

to witness that these goods are loaned, not yircn."

" Dump the carts, dump the carts '." replied the

haughty McCurdy, and Mr. Lord, seeing him to be

in dead earnest, and, most likely, admiring his spirit,

slid, *' Never mind ! Go on! They are yours !"

It was this same John McC'urdy, whose spirit of

resistance to the arbitrary measures of (treat Britain

found ready and indignant expression on the eve of

the Revolutionary struggle. It was under his roof

that the first published article was written pointing

toward unqualified rebellion, should an attempt be

made to enforce the odious stamp act. Under his

roof, too, the soldiers of Washington's army found

safe retreat. Having a store, he told them to help

themselves to anything they wished, and when remu-

neration, after close of the war, was offered him, he

refused it. The following letter shows plainly the

character of the man, many of whose traits his grand-

son. Richard L. , inherited. He dealt largely in tea,

and his London house shipped it, per his orders, to

him in care of a Mr. Nelson, of New York ; and it seems,

that at one lime the demand upon Mr. Nelson for tea

being urgent, he took the liberty of selling some of

Mr. McCurdy's tea, which called forth the following

letter:

Lm, IS April. 1776

.Sir—Thia day week. In the evening, after the post wax ?<<ne,

I received your letter, dated March 9th, which has surprised me
very much. You acquaint me therein, that you had sold my tea iu Dec.

]\»t- Surely you must be mistaken It mut*t have l>een yoirr omtii tea;

for how is it possible that you should presume to sell »iy tea. without

my orders— nay, when you knew that 1 waa determined not to sell till I

bad orders from the congress, as I wrote you from time to time. I

had agreed with sundry of my friends here that they should have the

tea, as soon as I got liberty to sell it (some one chest, some two etc.) I

•ball depend on having my tea delivered to me on demand, in New
York ; which is all at present, rrom, sir. Your obdt ser t.

• J. W. Mt'Ct'RDY.

Richard L. McC'urdy had four brothers and one

^ster. The names of the former are: John Uriswuld,

Charles Johnson, Robert II. and Alexander Lyiidcs

McC'urdy. The name of the sister was Sarah Ann.

named for Ann Lord, a maiden aunt, who was <piite

an eccentric character. When the first child was

Itorn to Mr. McCurdy's parents, «he was much disap-

pointed that it was not a girl, that she might leave

the child an inheritance of silver ware—her own

property. The second child she fully expected to be

a daughter, and when Charles Johnson came to light,

he was greeted with but slight tokens of respect by

Dame Lord. And now she insisted that the next

child should not fail her. Hut when RoU-rt U. put

in an appearance, her chagrin was so great that words

failed to do justice to her disgust with mundane
|

affairs. We are not assured that she acted the part of

Betsey Trot wood upon a like memorable occasion, who,

upon being informed at the birth of David Coppcrfield,

by the mild Dr. Chilip, that it was not a girl, but a

boy. struck him with her bonnet, turned on her heel,

and left the hou-e. never to return. However, Miss

Lord—whether from grief and disappointment, we

are again not assured—died before the birth of the

next child, and it is probably well that she did, for

that, too, was a boy.

The McC'urdy homestead in Lyme, Connecticut, is

now the residence of Judge Charles McC'urdy, men-
tioned above, a brother of Richard Lord. The latter

was import uned, at one time, to occupy the mansion

with his wife, but they were restrained from doing so

by considerations that seemed wise to them. Mr.

McC'urdy first came to Lyme in 1823, having resided

a sh'>rt time previously in Trumbull county. In 1826,

June 1H, he was united in marriage with Julia Ann,
only daughter of Amos and Rachel Woodward. The
McCurdy lands were situated iu section two. of Lyme,
and Mr. McCurdy became agent for the sale of the

same. So soon as he was married, he began the im-

provement of a part of them, and in 1827 erected the

neat and commodious dwelling where his widow still

resides. This house, even at this day, is one of

the best and neatest farm dwellings in the township.

It is fashioned somewhat after the McCurdy homestead

iu Connecticut, resembling it iu its low ceilings, the

arrangement of its apartments, and the quaint,

modest and home-like character of* its appointments

and surroundings. In the work of its construction,

he, that was afterwards Judge Brown, of Norwalk,

was one of the laborers. A visitor from Connecticut,

a Mr. Jessup, was so pleased with its elegant and

comfortable demeanor, which seemed to him in such

striking contrast to the broad, wearisome stretch of

the surrounding prairie, that he christened it the

'"Diamond of the Desert."'

Mr. McCurdy, during the first years of his residence

in Lyme, was extensively engaged in the purchase and
sale of fine cattle. He obtained them in the southern

counties of the State, brought them to Lyme, and
wintered them on Strong's ridge, boarding with Mr.

SI rong, or Mr. Russell. He was unfortunate with

them, and lost many from the murrain, but, never-

theless, did the township valuable service in the

introduction of a superior kind of cattle.

Mr. McCurdy had, in his boyhood days, a great

fondness for the sea, and was eagerly bent upon being

a sailor. His father, thinking that a trip on the

water would be sufficient to eradicate this love of the

ocean, permitted him to make a voyage or two to

London, but the liking only grew the stronger. He
was finally, however, persuaded to adopt his father's

counsels, and thus became a farmer.

The McCurdy tract was originally quite extensive,

and Mr. McCurdy kept as his own, for many years,

aboHt six hundred acre-. Mrs. McCurdy being to-day

the possessor of six hundred and eleven acres.
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The Lyme church owes its existence mainly to
!

Mr. McCurdy's efforts and generous liberality. He
donated the land upon which the church and cemetery

are located, consisting of four acres, and in time and

money contributed the principal part of the cost of

the first Lyme church edifice, which was scarcely

completed before it was burned to the ground. Dis-
j

heartening as this disaster was. Mr. McCurdy was

undaunted, and proposed to his neighbors if they !

chose to assist in the erection of another building, he

would contribute the same amount as before. This

generous offer was accepted, and in less than a year

from the time the first building was burned, the

second was ready for occupancy.

Mr. McCurdy died very suddenly at his residence, i

August 28, 18tVJ. On Friday he was in Bellevue, with

a load of grain, and returned home in the evening,

with .1 telegram and letter from New York friends,

announcing the pleasing fact that they would arrive

here for a short visit, on the Monday following. On
Saturday, following his trip to Bellevue, and before

his relatives had arrived, he died. His friends came,

not witli glad hearts to enjoy a pleasant visit in his

delightful home, as they had intended, but with sad

and stricken hearts to follow his remains to the quiet

churchyard.

BOURDETT WOOD,

the eldest son of Jasper and Elizabeth (Boylston)

Wood, was born at Manlius Square. New York, on

the 10th day of February, 18'»3. The Wood* are of

English origin. Four brothers came to this country

about two centuries ago. three of them settling in

Massachusetts, and one of them in Virginia. Aaron,

the grandfather of the subject of this sketch, with
J

three brothers, had emigrated to the State of New
York a*short time preaching the revolutionary strug-

gle, and had settled on the German flats just above

Schenectady. All four of the brothers were sol-

diers in the revolutionary war, and took part in

in the memorable battle of Monmouth. Aaron

Wood was the father of seven children, as follows:

Thaddeus. Benjamin, Ja-|>er, Rebecca, Dorothea,

Aaron and Homer. Thaddeus was a lawyer of dis-

tinction and ability. He was, iu his time, not only

the recognized leader of the bar in Onondaga county,

where he resided, but was esteemed as one of the U-st

lawyers of the State. He wa> an active participant

iu the warof 1812, and, by reason of meritorious ser-

vice, was elevated to the rank of brigadier general

in 1818, ami to the rank of major general in 18*0.

Jasper Wood, the father of Bourdett. was bom in the

year in which the war for Independence was declared.

lt:<j. at Lenox. Massachusetts, where he lived until

fourteen yean of age. when he went to New York

Slate in the service of a Mr. White, the founder of
j

Whitestown, near Utica, that State. Here he con-

tinued to reside for eight or ten years, and then re-

moved to Manlius Square where he remained until

1815. the date of his removal to the far west. After

a temporary stay at Erie, Pennsylvania, of one year's

duration, he came on with his family to Huron
county, and settled at Bloomingville. Here he pur-

chased a large tract of land, consisting of about one

thousand eight hundred acres for which he paid about

two thousand dollars. Soon after this, the Govern-

ment lands in the adjoining county of Sandusky came

into market, and were sold to purchasers at one dollar

and twenty-five cents per acre. This reduced the

value of Mr. Wood's lands so as to render them com-

paratively worthies*. He died iu 18*21. He was a

man of rather superior education and abilities: was a

good surveyor, and could speak the Iroquois language

with considerable fluency. His wife's name was

Elizabeth Boylston, whom he man-ied May 3, 1802.

The Boylstons were also English people, and were

among the first settlers of Boston. They gave their

name to many places connec ted with the early history

of that metropolis, such as Boylston Common, Boyls-

ton Square, etc. Boylston Bank, Boylston street-

places that are still thus designated. The Bovlstons

were a very intelligent and well-to-do class of jn-ople.

and many representatives of the family are now living

in Massachusetts, all occupving honorable stations in

life.

Mr. and Mrs. Jasper Wood were the parents of six

children: Bourdett. Adaline, Julianne, Juliette,

Worthington and Arainenta. Mrs. Wood died in

1834.

Bourdett received his given name from the Bourdett

family, of Fort Lee. New Jersey.

At the age of sixteen he was bound for a term of

four years to Judge Timothy Baker, of Norwalk.

Ohio. After an expiration of two years, his father

having died, through the kindly efforts iu his behalf,

made by Mrs. Baker, he Was released from this ser-

vice. The maintenance of his father's family chiefly

devolved upon him. and he was brought iu close con-

tact with the utmost severity of labor.

Mr. Wood has been a successful man. To trace his

career and bring to light the discovery of how he ac-

complished so much in the direction of getting on in

the world, is an interesting undertaking. His father

died when Bourdett was a young man eightien

years of age, ami not only left him no inheritance, but

placed him in a po-itton where he must, by the labor

of his own hand- and tin employment of his own wits,

provide, not for himself alone, but for others depend-

ent upon him for the necessaries of life. Con hi the

young man, the day after his father's death, have had

his future career in life disclosed to him: could he

have seen himself rtamling on the verge of that ca-

reer, penniless and seemingly powerless, and then

have followed his course through a term of fifty or

nearly -ixly years, to behold himself the pOftkVtO? of

hundreds of thousands of dollars of this world's
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goods, he would undoubtedly have disbelieved the

revelation. Yet this is what he has accomplished.

The acquisition of great wealth furnishes in itself no

marvel, for many men become possessors of it. Some

inherit it; some have it thrust upon them by kind

fortune or good luck: and some obtain it by a sys-

tematic course of robbery, iu which knavery, extor-

tion, and theft, iu its various forms, have their part

to play.

After leaving the service of Mr. Baker, Mr. Wood's

first employment was iu working for Charles F.

Drake, of Bloomingville, for two months, for a barrel

of salt and a side of sole leather, each of which was

equivalent to about three dollars and fifty cent*, and

would buy a good two year old steer. The following

summer he raisod five or six acres of corn. This he

was persuaded to apply iu the payment of a colt, which

Mr. Caldwell had obtained at a cost of eleven dollars,

and for which Mr. Wood was influenced to give twen-

ty-five dollars. About one half this money he got

together by putting up four tons of hay for Mr. Cald-

well, at one dollar and fifty cents per ton, and by

chopping twenty-five cords of wood at twenty-five

cents per cord. In piling this wood ho showed him-

self to be a novice, for he made but about fifteen cords

of it. the wood being put up very closely. Eben

Dennis, who was present when it was measured, and

who took a friendly interest in the boy, said to Bour-

dett, slyly: " You are a little fool to pile wood in that

way: now you go ahead and chop more, and by and

by, when the old man Caldwell is not around. I'll

come and show you how to cord wood." He did so,

readily extending the pile so as to include the requi-

site twenty-five cords. In process of time he got his

colt paid for, and was by and by enabled to buy an

old horse, and then exchanged his colt and horse for

a yoke of oxeu, thus providing himself with a team.

In 1823, at the age of twenty, he raised a fair crop of

corn, and then went sailing. He sailed to Sault St.

Marie, and acted in the capacity of cook. The mate

had laid in a barrel of whisky to supply the soldiers

in garrison at St. Mary's, and Bourdett was promised

half they could make if he would draw the whisky

for those who purchased it. .

He had the good fortune to obtain quite a nice little

sum of money in his sailing operations. This money

he invested in calves. In 1825. he worked in the

Bloomingville brick yard for Dr. Strong. In 1820,

he returned to Manlius, New York, and was employed

in making water hues for the Oswego canal, the build-

ing of which had at that time just been commenced.

In 1827, he bought fifty-seven acres of land for two

hundred and fifty dollars, a part of the old Wood
homestead in Oxford, now owned by his son Thomas.

On this purchase he was enabled to pay sixty dol-

lars. In 1820, he carried the mail from Sandusky

to Bucyrus, receiving four dollars and fifty tents per

trip.

On the first day of January, 1820, he was married

to Miss Rhoda Harrington, daughter of Mr. Seih

Harrington. Industrious and frugal, Mrs. Wood
furnished valuable assistance to her husband in his

efforts to get a start in life. He soon found himself

the possessor of surplus funds, which he generously

loaned to his neighbors upon application. Finally,

old mati Coggswell said to him : "Charge for the use of

your money. It is no use to keep a cow unless you

milk her." Adopting this sage advice, he began to

loan money in small sums, and the accruing interest

soon begau to tell in his favor. About the year 1840,

he began to buy and sell stock. He aud Uncle Nat.

Chapman associated themselves together in the busi-

ness of buying horses aud sheep, for cash, in Holmes

and Tuscarawas couuties. bringing them to Huron
and Erie counties, and selling them on credit to re-

sponsible fanners. And in 1844, he aud Mr. Chapman
began the purchase of western lauds. About this

time they secured fifteen hundred acres of the Wyan-
dott reservation, and iu 1853 they bought twenty-

three hundred acres in Iowa, mostly in Tama county.

He began the purchase of lands also in Erie county,

buying and selling, and always reaping a gain.

In 184»1. he removed to Bellevue with his family,

aud from this time forward made money-lending the

leading specialty of his business. In 1m71 he asso-

ciated himself with Abishai Woodward aud E. J.

Sheffield iu the banking business, under the firm

name of Wood, Woodward & Co., and when the bank
was reorganized as a stock company, Mr. Wood was

made president of the institution—a position he still

retains.

Mr. and Mrs. Wood are the parents of the follow-

ing children: 1. Jasper, born Xovemlter 15. 1820.

He is a resident of Bureau county, Illinois, aud a

very successful farmer and stock raiser. 2. Emeline

Adelia, born May G, 1831. She is the wife of Peter

G. Sharp, and resides near Stockton. California. 3.

Richard Boylston. born December 2. 1832. was killed

at the battle of Tunnel Hill, Georgia, February 25,

1864. He was captain of a company of cavalry sol-

diers, and a gallant soldier, a brave and efficient offi-

cer. 4. Henrv Bourdett, born July 25, 1834, died

April, 1873. o. Elizabeth Mahina. born March 10,

183G. She is the wife of Adam Burgett, a wholesale

boot and shoe merchant of Toledo, Ohio. C. Benja-

min Lester, horn June 21. 1838. 7. Florella Sophia,

born September 7. 1840, died May 14. 1806, of con-

sumption. She was a young lady of much attractive-

ness and superior mental qualities. 8. Thomas Cor-

win, born April 27, 1842. He resides in Bellevue.

0. Susan C, born August 7. 1844. She became the

wife of W. W. Williams April 0, 1808, and died of

consumption Xovembev r
>. 1872. In the western home

iu which she lived during her wedded life, she won
many friends, by whom her memory is cherished with

pleasing recollections. 10. Julia Louisa, born Feb-

ruary 28, 1847. She i* the wife of James B. Wood,
of Bellevue, Ohio, whose home she render- blessed.

On the first day of January last, the relatives and

friends of Mr. and Mrs. Wood assembled at their
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residence in Bellevue, and celebrated with them their

golden wedding. The occasion was one of the pleas-

antest, to all participants, that ever took place within

that <|iiiet village.

Mr. Wood is now in his seventy-seventh year, hut

possesses as tnneh vitality as the average man of fifr\.

He has hardly ever known a sick day, and the pros-

pect that a dozen years or mure may yet he added to

his days is not discouraging. Physically, so sound

and well-preserved, he is no less so mentally. lie

attends to all the details of his extensive business,

and, though his memory is becoming treacherous, his

judgment is as unerring, his discernment as acute,

his reasoning faculties as sound, as they ever have

been.

Mr. Wood is a man of clearly-defined traits of char-

acter and mental characteristics. In manner, often

abrupt and blunt, he nevertheless possesses a kindli-

ness of heart that is rarely found beneath so rough

an exterior. No man in need, whom he believes to

be deserving, has ever appealed to him in vain.

Schooled in the methods of money-lending, and hav-

ing become naturally cautious and careful as to his

securities, he has loaned money to hundreds of people,

who had no security to offer him, and toward whom
he has stood wholly in the light of their benefac-

tor. The number of persons who will accord to

him the praise of being thus their friend in need,

assisting them to get started in life, is by no means

small. He has, in this way, lost thousands of dollars,

sometimes without benefiting those he designed to

help, but oftener liestowing a benefit that has aided

those struggling with adversity to regain their feet,

and at last to reach a sure and safe foundation. Per-

haps it is only just to say that no other man in this

community, had be doable the amount of means,

would take half the risks thus incurred by Mr.

Wood.

On his seventieth birthday he gave to each of his

eight children the neat little sum of ten thousand

dollars.

Mr. Wood was for a number of years a justice of

the peace, a position he tilled with much credit, no

decision of his having ever been reversed by a supe-

rior court. He generally votes with the republican

party, but has little confidence in men who gain power,

believing that a* a general rule politicians arc chiefly

concerned in feathering well their own nests, and that

the best of them make the well being of the people,

whose interests they should faithfully serve, a secon-

dary object. Had lie h:- way lie would revolutionize

the methods of conducting affairs, and so -implify

governmental and punitory matters as to greatly cur-

tail expenses and lessen crime.

He is not a member of any church, but Mrs. Wood
has been for many years a faithful and consistent

member of the Protestant Episcopal church. The

two daughter^ that died, were, and the three daugh-

ters thnt still live, are communicant* of the same

church.

DR. L. G. HARKNESS.

Dr. Harkness has been for many years intimately

connected with Bellevue, and, possesing business tact

of a sujierior order, he accumulated here a fine prop-

erty, becoming, in fact, one of the wealthiest men in

town. He is the youngest of a family of nine child-

ren, his father dying while he was still an infant. His

sister Elizabeth, who also lived for many years in

Bellevue, took charge of the family, and did all a

mother could have done in bringing him up. She

was best known as " Aunt Elizabeth Harkness," and

lived many years on Centre street, near the old Meth-

odist church, where she managed alone her little do-

mestic affairs, the friend of all, and loved by all who
knew her. She never married, and was thus enabled

to give time and care in the assistance of others, amid

the sorrows and trials of domestic life. She was a

lady of superior intelligence, educated and refined.

She lived to be some eighty-five years of age and died

at the residence of her brother in the year 18G4.

The doctor was born in the town of Salem, Wash-
ington county, New York, April 1, 1801, and conse-

quently he is now in the seventy-ninth year of his age.

After graduating at Union College he was educated

for tho medical profession in the State of New York,

and came west in 1823, as so many other young men
have done who, having fitted themselves for the busi-

ness of life, launched out into the world to build up
their fortunes and achieve that destiny which Provi-

dence had in store for them.

On arrival in this county he went into business with

Dr. Stevens, and located on the ridge in Lyme town-

ship. The following spring the doctor removed to

the western part of the township, where he followed

the practice of his profession nearly ten years or until

1832. This comprised about all the time he was ex-

elnsivcly devoted to the medical practioo.

In ls:$-,\ the doctor moved to this part of the town-

ship: and, in connection with Judge Chapman and
Mr. Amsden, purchased the land, and laid out the

town of Bellevue. He considers it still his home, al-

though for the last few years, since the breaking up
of his family by the death of his wife, he has resided

temporarily with Ins children in Cleveland.

Shortly after coming to Bellevue, he relinquished

the practice of medicine, and entered into partner-

ship with Judge Chapman, who was extensively eu-

gaged in general merchandizing. Under the name of

Chapman & Harkness they carried on business until

the fall of 18.VJ, when he formed a co-partnership

with D. M. Harkness and II. M. Flagler under the

name of Harkness & Co. Since 18?", the doctor has

not been actively engaged in business.

About the year 18*«4, he built the tine residence on

We-t street, near the railroad, now owned by Mr.

Cray, and occupied it till within a few years.

He cast his first presidential vote in York township

in ls >4. There were only thirteen voters jtolled at

that election, and were all for John Qnincy Adams.
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Now the voters in the township number about seven

hundred—such bus been the rapid increase in popula-

tion. The doctor has voted at every presidential

election since 1824, the number of such elections be-

ing fourteen, and at every State election, save oue

when he was absent from the State.

Or. Harkness married Julia, daughter of Eliphalet

Follett. a very pleasant, sociable lady, who, whether

amid the privations and trials of pioneer life, or the

more pleasant surroundings and comforts which

wealth affords, ever showed herself a true lady, with

a pleasant word and cordial greet ing for all. She died

in 1870. They had seven children: Isabella, Follett,

Mary, Lamon, Julia, Tryphene aud Louisa.

Isabella was married to 1). M. Harkness in 184H.

She died in 186i». Follett died while yor a child.

Mary married Henry M. Flagler, son of Isaiac

Flagler, who died about three years ago. Henry

was engaged in the produce business here in Bellovue,

several years, with Barney York. Finally, however,

he went to Cleveland, where he has turned his busi-

ness talent to good account, and become one of the

most able business men in the city, occupying the

position of secretary of the Standard Oil Company,

the heaviest kerosene od rectifying company in the

world. They have two children living, Jennie and

Harry. Carrie, the favorite, died at three years of

age.

Lamon died when some six or seven years old.

Julia married B. II. York, who is associated with

the Union Elevator Company in Cleveland, where he

resides, and is also prospering. They have three bright

children: Georgie, Robbie and Roy.

Tryphene grew up to be a very interesting young

lady, not ouly in appearance, but in sweetness of

disposition and manner, winning the love and esteem

of all. She died when about eighteen, too frail a

flower for the rude blasts of this world.

Louisa, the youngest, married, about four years

ago, Mr. G. S. Wheatou, of Cleveland, who is doing

a good business in that city, and who surrounds her

with every comfort that heart can wish.

ORRIN DOLE.

The subject of this sketch, Orrin Dole, was born

in Shelburue, Franklin county, Massachusetts, No-

vember 1, 1806. His father, Enoch Dole, was bom
in the same town, and his mother in Buckland, the

same county. During his early life he learned the

cooper trade with his father, and worked at that

business for a number of years. Mr. Dole was mar-

ried in Shelburue, October 18, 1827. to Lucinda

Kemp. Eight children were born to them, of whom
five are still living. Their names, in the order of

their birth, aro as follows: Daniel \V., was born

April 4, 1820, in Shelburue, Massachusetts; is now

living in Mauteuo, Illinois, where he is engaged in

the hardware business. Fidelia J. was born in Deer-

field. Massachusetts, March 21, 1831; died October

30, 18?(i. Harriet A. was born in Deerficld. August

0, 1833; died September 30, 1872. George S. was

born in Deertield, September 20, 1835; lives in Lyme
township, Huron county. Ohio, about a mile from

' the late home of his father. Orrin was born August

3, 1*37, in New Salem. Franklin county, Massachu-

setts, and now lives in Elvria, Lorain county, Ohio;

he has quite a reputation as a detective, and is em-

ployed by the L. S. & M. S. Railroad in many cases,

where euergy and tact are required, to ferret out

criminals, and has been very successful. Edwin L.

was born April 21, 1842, in Ashfield. Frankliu county,

Massachusetts, and now lives on the old homestead;

he \a a large manufacturer of cider aud cider vinegar,

having pressed, in 1878, three thousand two hundred

and fifty barrels of cider, and stored nine hundred

barrels for vinegar. Henry S. was born in Lyme,
Huron county. Ohio, and died at the old homestead,

same county, April 12. 1865, of quick consumption;

he was seized with pneumonia, while serving his

country in the war of the rebellion, which produced

the disease in tins fatal form. Julia E. was born in

Lyme. Huron county. Ohio. June 21, 1848; she is

now the wife of J. B. Stocking, who is preparing for

the ministry at Oberlin theological seminary.

The first two years after their marriage, Mr. and
Mrs. Dole lived in Shelburue, the village in which thev

were married. They then removed to Deerficld.

where they remained about six years, when they re-

turned to Shelburue, remaining one year. They then

weut to New Salem for about three years; then to

Conway for one year; then back to Shelburue for an-

other year. They then moved to Ashfield. where they

remained about three years. Iu the spring of 1843,

they decided to find a home for their growing family

in the western country, aud in May, of that year, re-

moved to Lyme, Huron county. Ohio They rented

a place for a short time, when Mr. Dole bought the

improved farm of Mr. Chester Hamilton, a half mile

north of the place where Mrs. Dole now lives, with

her son Edwin. They remained on this farm some
ten years, when they removed to the present home-
stead, about a mile east of Bellcvue, Huron county,

Ohio, which Mr. Dole had purchased some two years

i
previously. In 18'50, he exchanged his first farm

with his son George, for land in Illinois, which he

bought some time before. He owned four hundred

and seventy acre- iu Illinois, which he divided among
his children, giving to each of his three eldest sons

one-fourth of this property, on condition that they

should live on it three years: and divided the reinain-

I ing one-fourth between his two daughters. Fedlia J.,

I and Harriet A.

Mr. Dole became a member of the Methodist Epis-

copal church of New Salem. Massachusetts, in 1834.

!
and continued a faithful and consistent member of

j
that church during his life. After his removal to
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Ohio lie joined the church organized in Lyme, and

took nn active part in all the enterprises connected

with the church. He was one of the trustees of the

church, and for many years was a class leader, until

his hearing became impaired, when he gave it up.

He was always foremost in any goml work belonging

to the church, and contributed largely toward the

erection of the present beautiful church edifice, that

is an ornament to Bellevue.

He was never a man of sound health; in fact, he

hardly knew what good health was. He was predis-

posed to consumption, and suffered much, but was

always cheerful and uncomplaining. His disease

gradually bore him down until he was obliged to take

to his bed the 9th of October, 1871. He lingered

along, a constant sufferer, until his death which oc-

curred March 1<>, 18?'2, at the age of sixty-five years.

His wife, the mother of his children, still lives at

the old homestead, in the township of Lyme, near the

pretty village of Bellevue. with her son, Edwin L.

,

in a beautiful home, blessed with loving grandchil-

dren, and surrounded by the friends of nearly forty

years.

Mr. Dole was a cooper by trade, but did not follow

that business long after his marriage. While a resi-

den of Franklin county, Massachusetts, he was for a

number of years engaged in team ng to Boston for

the merchants of the county in which he lived,

bringing to them the merchandise they dealt in. and

delivering in Boston the articles they received in
i

trade, consisting of pork, beef, butter, etc. .After

being a resident of Ohio for a uumber of years,

in 185(5, he built a wooden cider mill, and began

the manufacture of cider for his neighbors. Two
years later he put up a four-horse mill, and began

buying apples, being the first man in the vicinity,

who engaged in this business. He stored at first a few

barrels of vinegar, at first some fifteen or twenty in a

season, until, in a few years, he put up one hundred

and fifty barrels at a time. He continued this busi-

ness until his death, when his son, Edwin L., suc-

ceeded to it, and continues to carry it forward. He
now has a fine steam-power cider mill, and in 18^8,

as stated above, made a large amount of cider, and
stored many barrels of vinegar.

Orrin Pole, senior, was alwavs a quiet, unobstrusive

man, and a man of great energy for one who was

afflicted as he was, and so great a sufferer.

The work he accomplished evinces the spirit he
possessed.

D. M. HARKNESS.

capitalist, the son of Dr. David' Harkness, was born

at Milan. Ohio. September. lv.>>. Mis father died in

1825, when he accompanied his mother to Salem.

Washington county. New York, where he lived in

the home of his father's mother until the marriage of

his mother with Kev. F-aar Flagler, of Seneca county,

New York. In the spring of 183T, Mr. and Mrs.

Flagler removed to Toledo, Ohio, and the subject of

this sketch, then a lad of fifteen, accompanied them.

In the fall of the same year he came to Bellevue, and,

in the following summer, entered the store of Chap-

man & Harkness, in whose employ he remained until

the summer of 184U, when he went to Lansingburg,

New York. At that place he remained about one

year, engaged as a clerk a part of the time, and part

of the time as "devil" in the office of the Lansing-

burg Gazette.

In 1841, he returned to Ohio and was employed by

L. G. Harkness & Co.. as salesman in their store at

Republic, Ohio, a position he continued to hold until

the spring of 1845. That his services at Republic

were held in hign esteem by his employers, is attested

by the fact that in the year last named, he received,

much to his surprise, an invitation from the firm to

join them as a partner in their large and growing

business. This he did, the firm becoming Chapman,
Harkness & Co. A young man of fine abilities, cor-

rect habits and a laudable ambition, he applied his

mind with much industry and energy to a careful study

of the business, with the details of which he soon be-

came familiar, and was their master. .So large a meas-

ure of success for the next half dozen years crowned

his efforts, that he was enabled, in 1852, to purchase

the entiro business of Chapman, Harkness Jc Co. He
immediately formed a copartnership with Dr. L. G.

Harkness and his half-brother, H. M. Flagler, under

the firm name of Harkness & Company. The busi-

ness rapidly grew in extent and importance, and the

firm for many years conducted a successful and ex-

tensive business in general merchandise, grain and
manufacturing.

In the fall of 1849, he married Isabella, daughter of

Dr. L. G. Harkness, by whom he had five children.

Three died in infancy, and his only daughter, Katie,

an interesting child, died in February, 1804, at the

age of eight years and six mouths. This sad eveut

was followed by the death of his wife in July of the

same year. Isabella Harkness is a loved name in

Bellevue. Hei kindness, active !>cnevolence and
amiability won for her universal regard. She was a

woman of deep religious convictions, a devoted mem-
ber of the Congregational church, and was very ear-

nest and active in every good cause and work. She
lent her best energies to the support of all enterprises

of a benevolent character, and was a devoted, loving

daughter, wife and mother. Such is the concurrent

testimony of all who knew her. Thus, in so brief a

lapse of time, Mr. Harkness was bereft of those who
were dearer to him than life itself; yet providence

spared to him one sou, William I... who bids fair to

do honor to the name of Harkness. He is a young
man of tine parts, just on the verse of his majority,

and is now completing his collegiate studies at Yale

College.

Mr. darkness' army experience was, for the most

part, that of brigade nuartermastcr. under General
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R. P. Bueklaud. Returning to Rellcvue iu 18U3, he

rendered valuable service to his country by way of

raising recruits and zealously and ably maintaining, by

vote and voice, the cause of the Union.

After the death of his wife Mr. Harkness sold his

business to H. M. Sinclair, and retired from active

business life. A man of ample means, his time is

mainly s|>ent in looking after his monied investments,

and, whenever a political contest is at hand, in zeal-

ously aiding the cause of Republicanism. He is a

staunch party man, and undoubtedly wields more in-

fluence in Republican councils than any other man in

the county. He is not, and never hai been, an aspi-

rant for office.

Mr. Harkness is a man of excellent judgment, and

his opinions of men ami things are widely sought for

and highly esteemed for their soundness. He is,

moreover, a man of much decision of thought and

character, and ha* no difficulty in expressing his ideas

in strong, terse, fluent, and emphatic language.

NORWICH.

In the preparation of the following sketch access

has been had to John M. Niles* " Memoirs." Town-

ship number three in range twenty-four is bounded on
|

the north by Sherman township, on the south by

Richmond township, on the east by Greenfield town-

ship, and on the west by Reed and Venice townships

of Seneca county.

The surface features are of a general rolling nature.

The highest grounds, or crests of the ridges, are all

on one plane, with a northward descent. Along the

streams, which run about thirty feet below the general

level, the surface is more broken and uneven. The

bottom lauds are narrow, seldom exceeding twenty

rods iu width, through which the streams flow in a

tortuous course.

STREAMS.

Mud run, the largest in the township, rises in Sen-

eca county. It enters Norwich township near the

southwest corner and flows a generally northeasterly

course to lot number twenty-eight, where it curves to

the northwest and crosses the northern boundary line

on lot Dumber forty. It derives its name from the

muddy appearance of its banks ami the absence of

stone and gravel in its bed.

Slate run also rises in Seneca county, flows across

the western line of the township on lot number thirty-

four, runs northeasterly across section third, and unites

with Mud run on lot number thirty-eight. It received
j

its name from the slate rock over which it runs. These

streams are tributary to Huron river. Other small

streams exist in the township, but as they are wholly i

unimportant we omit description.

The soil is a clay loam, varying from light clay on I

the ridges to black loam between them. The whole

is well adapted to agriculture. The subsoil is brick

clay. A few 4 'cat swamps,'' of a few acres each, lie

53

in the southeast part of the township. The whole

township was originally heavily timbered.

" The township is situated on the outcrop of the

black slate rock, and occupies a middle i>osition be-

tween the sandstone on the east and the limestone

on the west. The slate rock dips to the east and runs

under the sandstone, which appears on the surface

about five miles east, iu the township of Greenfield.

The limestone which lies under the slate rises to the

surface about five miles west, in the township of Reed

in Seneca county. Above the slate rock, for about

fifteen feet, the subsoil contains a large quantity of

water-worn limestone of the buff-colored variety, con-

taining numerous fossils, such as coral and shellfish

of many species. Along the streams are numerous

sulphur springs. Sometimes they uppcar in the bed

of the streams, and at others rise to the surface of the

bottom lands, forming deer licks. Big lick, the long-

est in the township, lies near the center of section four

and contains nearly an nere."

O R I O IX A L I'KO !• R t ETO KS It I V.

On the SUh day of November, 1808, the township

of Norwich received its name, and was so called, it is

thought, in honor of its Connecticut namesake. At
the same time it was divided, as were each of the

thirty townships comprising the Fire-lands, into four

sections. Norwich was drawn by nineteen persons.

Roswcll Saltonstall was the principal owner of sec-

tions one and four, Joseph Coit of section two, and

Russell Hubbard and Gurdon Saltonstall of section

three. From the time the grant was made (1792) to

the close of the war of 1812. many of the grantees

had sold their claims or, at their decease, left them
for distribution among their heirs who, in many in-

stances, sold them to speculators or suffered them to

be sold for taxes.
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For explanation of the following table, the reader

er is referred to the Lyme history:

o. 1.
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As early as 1815, Daniel L. Coit, son of Joseph

Coit, had become, by heirship and purchase, the

owner of the township of Norwich, excepting a portion

of the first section. The proprietors of this were:

Frederick and Thomas Kinsman, William Leppen-

well, and possibly others. In 1815, Daniel L. Coit

solil sections two and three, comprising the north half

of the towndiip, to Judge Canfield, of Connecticut,

who soon after sold the same to James Williams,

Phillip R. Hopkins, and David W. Hinman.

In the spring of I8lt>, Messrs. Williams, Hopkins,

and Hinman surveyed the two sections into one hun-

dred acre lots. These were in size one hundred and

sixty rods east and west by one hundred rods north

and south, making five tiers of eight lots each" in a

section, aud numbering from the southeast corner

of the sections. Hopkins was the surveyor. These

gentlemen also laid out a village. It was named Bar-

badoes, and was situated on the west end of lot thirty-

eight in section second, and the adjoining portion of

lot six in the third section. The sunev was completed

in June. The surveying party built a small log house,

the first in the township, on lands now owned by

Kinsman Rowen. The same year, John Williamson

put up the walls and roof of a hewed log house on the

village plat, near w! ere Durwin Boughtou's house

now stands. That was long known as the " village

house," though no other was built on the plat. Wil-

liamson neither finished the house nor occupied it: in

fact, nothing further of his history is known.

INDIANS.

A small band of the Seneca Indians, with Seneca

"John at their head, sometimes made their camp in the

township. John could speak a little English. He
was honest and trusty, but others of the tribe were

drunken and thievish. Their dead were usuallv

enclosed in a bark coffin, and buried near their camp.

There wero a few conical mounds in the southeast

part of the township when first settled. These were

believed to have been burial places for the dead,

and have long since disappeared.

.SETTLEMENT.

In the fall of the year 181G, Chauncey Woodruff

and Wilder Lawrence, with their respective families,

left Saratoga county. New York, for the wilderness

of Ohio. After a tedious journey, they reached

Trumbull county, where they rested until the severe

months of winter iiad passed. Chauncey Woodruff

and his son, (ieorge U., came on to Norwich and
selected lots for future homes. The son remained at

New Haven while his father returned for the family.

On the 8th of February, 1817, Woodruff and Law-
rence arrived in New Haven; and, on the 10th, started,

with their families, for Norwich. Accompanied by a

few friends, they journeyed on, and before night ar-

rived at the "village house" before mentioned. This

consisted of but the walls and roof; holes had been

cut for a door and tire-place. Oak puncheons had

l>een prepared for a floor, and lav near by under the

snow, which was then abont one foot deep. A few

were soon lished out and placed in position and a fire

started. Blankets were hung up for a door, and sup-

per prepared, over which the company made merry.

In laying in stores for the occasion, a jug of the

"ardent" had been procured, and doubtless added

much to the jollity of the evening within the cabin,

while without the wolves made night hideous with

their incessant howling.

Lawrence and Woodruff remained at the "village

house" until they had cleared and planted a field of

corn, on lot seven, and erected for themselves log

houses. Mr. Lawrence took up two hundred and
twenty acres of land, in sections two and three. He
built his house on lot thirty-three, in the former sec-

tion, and upon these lands he died, January 8th, 1847;

his wife died live years later. The children were

nine in number: Sarah, Maria. Wilder J., Hiram.

Susan and Lydia, are dead. Ebeuezer married Cla-

rinda Bly. and lives ou the old homestead: has two
children, a son and daughter. Anna married Levi

Reed, and live- in Reed township, Seneca county,

Ohio; and Charlotte married Edward McGloan, and

lives in Henry county, Ohio.

Jes«e Woodruff soon followed his brother. Chaun-

cey. into the township, and began life in the wilder-

ness erecting hi* log cabiu on lot six, section three.
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dow occupied by Lewi* Bodelier. Channcey Wood-

ruff died iu 1868.

Naum Gilson came from Saratoga county, New
,

York, to Norwich, in June, 1817. Contracting for

lot number twenty-eight, in section two, he began the
j

construction of a hewed log house thereon. To obtain
!

the necessary assistance at the "raising," settlers from

the adjoining townships were invited. It is said that

the rafters upon this house were the first raised in the

township. After the house was finished, Mr. Gilson
|

cleared a piece of ground, which he sowed to wheat,

the first grown in the township. In the fall of 1818,

Mr. Gilson returned to his former home, in Saratoga

county, where he soon after married Miss Sally Ormes,

formerly from Massachusetts. Early in the following

spring the journey to Ohio was begun. The mode
of transit was the usual one of the period, viz. :a

stout wagon, drawn by oxen and one horse. A long

time was consumed on the road. The streams,

swollen by the spring rains, were often impassable,

or at best, forded with difficulty, rendering progress

slow and full of danger. A brother, Asa, with wife

and two children, formed a part of the "goodlie
I

companie" that finally reached Norwich, and became i

permanent settlers and prominent actors in the pioneer

life of the township. Jonas Gilson, another brother,

came on soon after. He settled on lot thirty-seven.

In 1820, Joel Gilson, father of the above mentioned,

arrived in Norwich. He had been for years a collec-

tor for the United States government of continental

money, and on reaching Norwich, took up his abode

on lot thirty-seven, now owned by John S. Hester.

A son, John, accompanied 'him, and settled on lot

twenty-seven, at present owned by Wesley Robinson.

Naum Gilson was ever interested in the welfare of

the colony. He, on finding the first land contracts

worthless, rode on horseback to Liverpool, Lorain

county, to meet Coit, the real proprietor. He was

accompanied by Jesse Woodruff, and by their efforts,

arrangements were consummated, whereby the settlers

were allowed to re-purchase their farms at the old

rate, (two dollars per acre) they losing what they had

Injfore paid. Mr. Gilson was the first postmaster,

and held the office for many years. He died June

14, 1864, aged seventy-four years. Mrs. Gilson died

March 2, 1876. aged eighty-five years. The children

areas follows: Giles James, who died young: Elon

W., ex-treasurer of Huron county, who married Betsey

M. McKelvey, resides at Norwalk; have two chil-

dren: Arza B., who married Eliza A. Baker, of

Medina county, and lives on the old homestead. His

family consists of one child, "Little Dot,*' and a

niece, Miss Ella S. Baker. Mr. Gilson is connected

with the musical association of the county, and is its

president. The writer is under obligations to this

gentleman for material aid in the collecting of data

for this history. The remaining children of Naum
(Jilson are: Sarah A., who married E. P. Halliday,

resides in Wood county. Ohio; Eugenia M., who

married Dr. Abram De Groff, lives in Orand fx'dge.

Michigan, and Ardelia A., who married S. W. Owen,

and resides in Norwulk, this county.

During the summer of 1817, Hosea Haruden began

life on lot thirty-seven, section two, now owned by

John S. Hester.

On the 13th of February, 1818, John Fletcher,

Bartholomew Rossman and Benjamin Moore moved

their families into the surveyor's house in the north-

west part of the township. John Fletcher began on

lot thirty-eight, afterwards owned by Peter Brown,

B. Rossman made a commencement on lot thirty-one,

same section, while Moore settled on lot twenty-three,

and, as fast as possible, erected cabins on their pos-

sessions and removed their families from their cramped

and uncomfortable quarters in the surveyor's house.

The same year, Elisba Ellis began on lot. twenty-

eight: Augustus Cook, of whom more anon, !>cgan on

lot thirty-nine: Beck with Cook settled on lot forty.

In 1819, Asa Gilson located on lot thirteen, section

three, where his widow. Aunt Nabby, still lives. The
following came this year: Jabez F. Ivory. Daniel

Farman, James Loomis, Loab Lindsey, Alvin Blod-

gett, Dr. Hurlbert, and possibly others.

The settlers were poor and bought their land on

credit. No deeds had been given, and a written

agreement constituted the title. A few acres of

clearing, or perhaps a log cabin, constituted their

only property. These were often bartered to new
comers for a little money, or, perhaps, a team or a

rifie. Trading lots and moving from one to another,

when they had so little to move, was almost as easily-

done as swapping rilles, and it was not uncommon
for two or three individuals to succeed each other on

the same lot iu as many years.

In 1820 or '21, a difficulty broke out about the title

to the land, that nearly ruined the settlement. When
Daniel L. Coit sold the north half of the township to

Judge Caufield, iu 1815, it was on a credit of ten

jean. A deed was given and a mortgage taken on

the land for security. He became dissatisfied with

Canfield's management, commenced suit against him

to recover the title, enjoined Williams, Hopkins and

Hinman from making further sales, and caused writs

of ejectment to be served upon all the settlers who
had taken possession under them. Williams, Hop-

kins and Hinman becoming satisfied that their title

was worthless, sought a compromise,that they might,

save themselves the expense of surveying the land.

They, however, failed, and were finally obliged to

abandon the enterprise.

The litigation continued until 1826. Coit recov-

ered the title, but nearly all the settlers had gone.

Those who remained were: Wilder Lawrence, Jonas

Gilson, George H. Woodruff, Jesse Woodruff, Naum
Gilson, Augustus Cook and Asa Gilson. They had

made no more improvements than wore necessary to

furnish them a living; for they expected to be com-

pelled to pay for not only the land, but what im-

provements they had made, should the territory be

again put into the market. The deserted fields soon
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grew up to briars and bushes, aud the fences and

cabins passed into ruius.

In the spring of 182T, Coit re-surveyed the two

sections, aud sold the laud to the settlers, old and

new, at the rate of two dollars per acre. New set-

tlers came in, and those who had remained through

the stampede l,egan improvements in earnest, laying

out roads, setting out orchards, etc., feeling assured

there was uo further danger of losing the product of

those ten years of labor and hardship.

John Bowen. from Marion county, this State, was

among these settlers. He married Christina Robin-

sun and settled on lot tweuty-three, section three,

building his log house a few rods east of the site of

his present comfortable home. .Mr. Boweu built the

second brick kiln in the township, and for many
years prosecuted the business. This venerable couple

have fight children, nil living: Martha Jane. Agnes,

John 1L, William K., Henry C, Sarah E., George

and Melinda C.

Frederick Gorhain came from Vermont, and with a

wife and three children, settled on lot twenty-seven,

Norwich township, in 1838. This farm is now owned
by David Nichols.

In 1830. the first section began to settle. Ebeneier

Brown made a commencement on the lot now owned
by A. K. Kulisson. Zachariah Burrell erected his log

cabin on the lot afterwards owned by John Gunns.

Ezra Pruden and family, consisting of a wife and

eleven children, came from the State of New York to

Ohio, in 1831. He located on lot number thirty-sis,

where he remained until his death, in 1854. His wife

had died, in 184'J. Of the children, we are able to

give the following: John, the eldest, married Ann
Eunis, and lives in Toledo, Ohio. Silas married

Sally Thompson; he lives iu Michigan. Ezra, Jr.,

married Naomi Adaline Owen; he lives on lot thirty-

four, section four. They have two children: Charles

F., and Charlotte A. William married Maria Pratt,

and lives in Indiana; and Jonas, who lives iu Putnam
county. The following children are dead: Mary,

Elizabeth, Gabriel, Eugene, Beujam in and Rachel.

William Robinson, Sr., a uative of Delaware, mar-

ried Lytica Coleman, and iu May, 1832, arrived in

Norwich township. He settled on lot twenty-seven,

in the second section. He lived here twenty-five

years, and removed to Fitchville township, in this

county, where he died August 10. lNfU. Mrs. Rob-

inson died the February following. The children of

this couple are: James, Thomas. Christina. Martha,

Anna, Huriah, John. Eliza. Jordon, Wesley and

Aaron, who all grew to maturity. Seven are now living.

In the spring of 1*33, Charles B. Niver. came from

Seneca comity. New York. He purchased six hun-

dred acres of land in section ono. Ou lot twelve of

this purchase he built a log house, and toward fall

returned east for hi> family, with whom he arrived in

Norwich, about September "20. of the same year. Hi-

wife was Emilv Moore. The\ have had five children:

Laura Jane, who married Edward Kniipp: she is not

I

|

living. Marvin, who lives at home: John, who niar-
1

ried Thalia Reed; he is also deceased. Albert E.,

who married Etta Green, and lives on the west part

of the original homestead: and Mary who yet remains

at home. Mr. Niver's first wife is deceased. His

present companion was Prudence Douglass.

John Niver, a brother of the above, came to Ohio
with the family. He remained about one year, and

then returned to his eastern home. After two or

three years he came again to Norwich, married

Sarah White, and began life on the south part of tin-

original purchase, where he still resides. He also

lives with his second wife. He has seven children.

A short time after John began settlement, another

brother. Dennis, came ou. His wife was Marietta

Parsons. They had at this time six children. He
settled on the eastern portion of the tract where he

still lives. The children now number nine.

Guy C. Boughton, of West Stockbridgc. Berkshire

county, Massachusetts, married Harriet Sprague, of

Middlebury. Addison county, Vermont. In 1815. he

removed to Ohio, locating iu Grafton township. Lo-

rain county. Here the family lived some eight years,

and then settled iu Eaton township, same county.

In 1*34, they located in Norwich towhship, on lot

thirty-eight. Three children were born prior to this

date, viz: Axie, X. J. and Darwin who still lives on
I the old homestead, and with him the aged mother.

Two children, Julia and Jefferson, were born iu Nor-

wich. The father died November T, 1854.

In 18»»r, Nelson Pratt and two brothers, Parley P.

and Orson (afterward prominently connected with

Mormouism), came from Columbia county, New-

York, and located iu Amherst. Lorain county. After

two years, Nelsou settled in Peru township, this

county. In 1835 or ';$»;, he became a resident of Nor-

wich township, locating at, or near where is now
Havana village. In the last named year, he married

Finette, daughter of Frederick Delano, one of the

pioneers. From this marriage one child, a son, was

born, this was Edwin D.. who married Elizabeth

Slyer, and lives on lot thirty-four. Nelson Pratt has

been three times married, as follows: Azubah Spalding.

Marietta Ensign, and Mrs. Mary Ann Felton who
died in 1ST;!. Two children, daughters, were born

of the second marriage.

Henry Niles married Lucretia Miner by whom be

had eight children: Henry. Cyrus, Daniel. Sands,

John II.. Lucretia, Cyntha, Philura and David.

In lTiHf or 18<"0, the family settled in Halifax,

Vermont, where thev remained until 1831. At this

time they removed to Ohio, locating in Greenfield

township in this county.

In the month of February, 1834, they made a

permanent settlement iu Norwich township. This

was on the farm now occupied by the widow and heirs

of the son. John II. On the -,'oth day of the March

following, while engaged in rafting logs on the null

pond near hi> house, he fell into the water, and was

drowned before assistance could reach him.
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Mr, John H. Niles.

John 11.. son of the above, is entitled to more than

a passing notice. He was born at Halifax, Vermont,

June 25, 1809. He begun life as an operative iu a

chair factory. Coming to Ohio as before stated, ho

devoted a portion of his time to school teaching. In

1830, he was united in marriage to Miss Marian P.

Nichols by whom eleven children were born; eight

are still living: Sanford P., Ellen D., Lucretia M.,

John M., Henry H., Clark E., Charles P., and

Philura R. Malcom, another son, was in the Union

army during the rebellion, and died at Knoxville,

Tenuessee. Mr. Niles was the historian of the Fire-

land's Historical Society, and in that, capucity did

much to preserve the relics of by-gone days. He

wrote the sketch of Norwich, from which we have

drawn quite extensively facts and data not obtainable

elsewhere. He was repeatedly in office—having been

for twelve years justice of the peace and half that

number of years county commissioner. He died Feb-

ruary 14, 1878. He was a member of the Masonic

order, having become such many years since. He
was a charter member of Attica Lodge, in fact, it

was largely due to his efforts that this lodge was

formed. His funeral obsequies were conducted under

the auspices of the fraternity and was numerously

attended.

Benjamin Briggs and family were the first settlers

on the fourth section. They were from Barnard.

Windsor county, Vermont. His family consisted

of » wife and six children, four of whom came

with him. The date of his settlement iu Norwich

was 183t>. His oldest son, Elijah, settled in Peru in

1833. Benjamin Briggs died of a cancer in 184$.

His wife died January 10, 1875, aged eighty-six years.

The children were: Aliphal, she married in Vermont,

and still resides there. Benjamin Jr., who married

Clarissa Brown, and lives in Kausas. Alexander, who
married Rosella Dotou; she died, and he married his

present wife, Phebe Ann Curtis, of Ithica, New York,
and now lives on the old homestead, lot thirty-two.

They have one child, Jessie C. Susan married

William E. Dean ; she died aud he marriod the

youngest daughtej. Eliza J. They now live in Iowa.

Alexander Briggs still drives the first covered buggv
ever in Norwich township. It is not handsome, but
is apparently as enduring as the deacon's memorable

"one horse shay."

John Hall, from Sussex county. New Jersey, mar-

ried, on July 12, 1829, Miss Phebe Purdy, of Penn-

sylvania, and settled some three years later on the

farm now occupied by Oeorgc Bowen, Norwich town-

ship. In 1838 he purchased lauds in lot eleven, sec-

tion third, and upon these remained until his death,

which occurred October 28, 1874. He was aged sev-

enty-four. His widow and heirs still reside there.

The children were eleven in number, but two of whom
are now living: Mary and Sarah Ellen, who live at

home. The others were: Richard, Ihiniel, Marilht,

Jane, ElRinezer, Julia, Anna, Elizabeth, John, James,

aud Phelie Anna.

John S. Hester was born in Columbiana county,

Ohio. He married Lucinda M. Hildrcth, of Fair-

field, this county, but a native of New York State.

They settled in Norwich in 1842, immediately after

marriage. The location was on ninety acres of land

in lot thirty-seven, where he.yct lives. The children

are five in number. The eldest, Charles T., died at

Fairfax hospital. He was a member of Company H,

One Hundred and Sixty-sixth Regiment, Ohio Na-
tional < luards. The remainder of the family are: Eliza
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W., who married S. R. McConnell, and lives in Bur-

lington. Iowa; Susan, who died young; Julia L., who
married William Dougherty, and lives in Newark,

Ohio, and Hattic R., who lives at home.

H. J. Doolittle. of Halifax, Vermont, married Emily

Wheeler, of the same place, ami in 1846 came to

Ohio. He purchased sixty-five acre* in lot thirty-

four, in the second section, and still occupies the same

premises. The comfortable frame dwelling he now
occupies was built by him in 18rt8.

James Trimmer, from Washington county, Penn-

sylvania, came to Ohio in May, 1834. He settled in

Peru township, this county. In 1H35, he married

Louisa E. Smith, of Greenfield township. In 184?,

he came to live in Norwich. His first stop was on

the farm now occupied by H. C. Niver. He now

lives on lot s»x, in section one. The children bom
to this couple are live, three of whom are living;

these are: Thomas C, who married Mary J. Chan-

dler, lives in Norwich. Essington T., who married

Nettie Wheeler; she died, and he married Lona Smith,

and now lives in Michigan. Charles E.. who married

Anna West, and lives with his parents. Of other early

settlers we find the names of Jesse Woodruff. Russell

Woodruff. James McCornell, William Gregory, Alpha

Stout.

In the fall of 1835, Henry II. (.'oil, son of the

proprietor, surveyed the fourth section, and opened

it for settlement. The same fall, George W. Haxton

and a brother-in-law began on the farm afterwards

owned by Christopher Post. About this time, and

later, the following came: Franklin D. and Seth

Read, Daniel Robbins, John Numan, Horatio N.

Owen, Martin G. Owen, James L. Couch, Wakeman
R. Slater, Aaron Wheeler, Lyman Austin, Joiner,

Hartner 'Miller. There may be others.

FIKST KV KNT-.

The first birth was that of two twin children of Mr.

and Mrs. Dickinson, on the 24th of October, 1817.

They lived in the house with Hosea Harndcn. But

one of these infants survived its birth, and that only

a few hours.

The first person born in the township that survived

its birth was Owen Fletcher, son of John Fletcher,

February 22. 1818. eleven days subsequent to the time

Fletcher, Ro-smnn and Moore moved into the town-

ship. He died near Toledo, a few yean since, of the

small pox. leaving no family except a wife.

The first marriage in the township was that of Au-
gustus ( ..ok to Miss Martha Fletcher, March 3. 1810.

The marriage contract was solemnized at the "sur-

veyor's house.'' where her father lived, by Richard

Burt. Esq., of Monroeville. The wedding was at-

tended by nearly all the settlers in the township, who
enjoyed a friendly social afternoon visit. Augustus

Cook was born in Onondaga county, New York, and

onme to Norwich in December. 181*. His wife. Mar-

tha, was born in OtrfCgo county. New York, and came

to Norwich with her father, John Fletcher. Mr. and

Mrs. Cook lived in the township until 1871, when they

removed to Michigan, in which State he died August

14, 1878, leaving a wife and seven children.

The first death was an infant son of Wilder Law-

rence, February 10, 1817, only nin» days after their

arrival in the township. It was buried on the bank

of Mud run, some twenty rods northeast, of the pres-

ent burying ground. Soon after, Chauncey Woodruff

buried a son at the same place. One of these child-

ren was born in Trumbull county while the parents

were enroute from the State of New York. The first

adult person that died in the township was Richard

Moon, in the fall of 1819. Elder J. Wheeler, then a
resident of Greenfield, preached the funeral sermon.

This was the first burial that had been attended with

religious services. The body was interred on the

bank of Mud run.

The first frame building in the township was built

in 1832, It was a barn aud now stands on the farm

of Lewis.Bodelier.

The first frame dwelling house was built by Cyrus
Niles, where Charles Clark now lives. It was de-

signed as a dwelling house and cabinet shop. It was

built in 1835 and burned the following year.

The first brick house was built by John Bowen, Sr.

The first post office was established in 1827. It was

North Norwich, so named to avoid repetition, there

being a Norwich post office in Muskingum county.

Naum Gilson was the.postmaster for perhaps twenty

years.

In 1848. post otfices were established on the Mans-
field and Sandusky Railroad, at Havana aud Center-

ton in the township, aud the North Norwich office

was abolished in 1858. The present postmaster at

Havana is F. Van Horn: a brother, W. S. Van Horn,

is the postmaster at Centerton.

The first corn was planted, on lot seven in the third

section, by Messrs. I^iwrence and Woodruff. This
was in the spring of 1817.

Naum Gilson sowed the first wheat in the township.

This was on lot twenty-eight in above section, the

fall follow ing the arrival of Mr. Gilson in the town-

ship.

Asa Gilson, Naum Gilson. Jonas Gilson, George H.

Woodruff and Joseph Read, each planted or set out

orchards in 1827. The Gilsnns brought their apple

-ceils with them, and raised the trees. Joseph Read
procured his trees in Norwalk township, and G. H.

Woodruff purchased his of Morris Read, of Sher-

man.

Ira Halloway opened a small store on the corners,

near the meeting house, in 1835. He remained long

enough to sell out his stock of goods, and retired

from the business.

In 1810, William L. Fish opened another stock of

goods in the same house. He continued in business

some five vears.
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HAVANA.

Eight yean* subsequent (1848), the Sandusky and

Mansfield Railroad having been completed through

the township, Horatio N. Owen built a store and

warehouse on the railroad, at the point now known as

Havana. He begau the mercantile and produce busi-

ness, and continued in the business many years. It

is Itelieved the township owes much of its present pros-

perity to the opening of business at Havana. This

villnge is situated about half a mile from the north-

east corner of the township. It is seventy-six feet

and one-third above Monroeville station, and two

hundred and twenty-three feet and one-half above the

lake level at Sandusky bay. The businoss at this

point not before mentioned, is as follows: General

merchandise—F. Van Horn and Dailey Brothers;

groceries—F. Zoll, Mrs. Bowman and J. Amend;
milliuery—Mrs. White; boots and shoes—F. Fernice,

M. Slaughter and Felix Zoll; harness shop—Jacob

Amend; furniture and undertaking—Gotlieb Bitzer;

wagon maker—Calvin Coil; blacksmiths—.John Bech-

tel, William Jenkins and Jacob Kroup.

CENTERTON,

four miles south of Havana, received its name from

the railroad company, in consequence of its being the

central station between Sandusky City anil Mansfield.

It is seventy-one feet and one-half above Havana, and

two hundred and ninety-five feet above Ijike Erie.

The business interest at Centerton is represented by

A. (Jagc, dry goods and notions. Mr. Gage is also

an extensive dealer in staves; W. S. Van Horn, gro-

ceries and crockery; A. F. Sweatland, tinware aud

stoves. James Wurst is the village blacksmith.

OKUANIZATION.

Norwich was attached to Greenfield township in

1818, and, in the year following, Naum Gilson was

elected supervisor for the township. He was the first

sworn official. In 1820, the township of Sherman

was organized, with Norwich attached. Th* April

election was held at the house of Captain Harford, in

Sherman. The Norwich men, feeling dissatisfied at

being required to go so far to election, rallied their

forces, outnumbered the Sherman voters, and elected

two trustees and the township clerk, in Norwich;

Beckwith and Medad Woodruff were the trustees, aud

Jesse Woodruff, clerk. The next election was held

at the house of Alvin Blodgctt, in Norwich. A com-

promise was then effected, and the electious were

afterwards held at the house of Burwell Fitch, in

Sherman. In 1820. Russell Woodruff, of Norwich,

was elected justice of the peace, and 'tis said he

served the entire term of office (three years) without

issuing a single process. In 1828, Asa Gilson was

elected to the office of justice of the peace. He did

not qualify. From that time until 1831, the office

was vacant. In this year, Calvin Powell was elected.

He was succeeded, in 1834, by William Robinson,

who served until 184!t. In 1857, Wesley Robinson

was elected, and is still in office. L. W. Benham id

also a justice of the peace in the township.

In 1827, Norwich was detached from Shermau and

organized as a separate township. The first election,

held in April of that year, was at the log school

house near the former residence of George H. Wood-

ruff, and for many years were held there. The quali-

fied electors at this election were: Asa Gilson, Augus-

tus Cook, Medad Woodruff. Naum Gilson, Joseph

Read, Russell Woodruff, Wilder Lawrence and G. H.

Woodruff. The officers elected on the occasion, so

far as we are able to ascertain their names, were:

Augustus Cook, clerk; Wilder Lawreuce, Asa Gilson

and Russell Woodruff, trustees. The only strife at

this electiou, was over the election of a supervisor,

there being but one in the entire township. Joseph

Read aud Wilder Lawrence each received an equal

number of votes. The judges decided the contest by

casting lots, declaring Joseph Read duly elected.

In preparing for the fall election, Augustus Cook,

the township clerk, in company with Joseph Read,

made a trip to Norwalk for the purpose of procuring

the new ballot box, law books, otc, belonging to the

township. Two yoke of oxen were attached to a

wagon and driven along, as Read designed, to bring

back a load of boards with which to construct a floor,

doors, etc., for his cabin. The ballot box and books

were put into a bag and placed on the load. While

fording Slate Run, on the return, the wagon was

overturned. After buffeting the stream, and carry-

ing out the floating lumber, they discovered that the

bag and its precious contents had floated down the

stream, and gave chase. Far down the run it was

seen bounding along in the current; Cook plunged

in, and soon brought it safely ashore. The officers

for 1878 are: Ezra Pruden, E. P. Suyder and Theo-

dore F. Niver, trustees; Erring Tillson, clerk; Wil-

liam Brown, treasurer; Miles Gregory, assessor; W.
S. Sweatland and Allen Van Lew, constables, and

thirty supervisors.

CHURCHES.

In March, 1817, Rev. Alvin Coe preached the first

sermon in the township. He was of Presbvterian

faith. In 1818, Charles Numan and Charles West-

lake, who are said to have been missionaries, passed

through the township occasionally, and preached at

the house of Hosea Harnden, as they stayed over

night with him.

METHODIST El'liff Ol'AI. CKl'RCH.

In 182o, Dennis Goddard came through the town-

ship looking for such Christians as had strayed be-

yond the pale of the Methodist church. He found

only one within the limits of the township, Mrs.

Nabbv, wife of Asa Gilson, who belonged to the Meth-

odist church in Saratoga county. New York. In her

log cabin, Mr. (ioddard organized the first class of the

I

Methodist Episcopal church. Her husband was ap-
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pointed class leader, which position he occupied until

his death in 1848. The original member! of this class

were: Asa Gilson, Xabby Gilson, Xaum Gilson, Sally

Gilson, Kli-lia Ellis and wife. Jonas (Jilson and wife,

Benjamin Moore and wife, and Sarah Ormes, mother

of Nabby and Sally Gilaon. In the summer time, for

several years, they held their meetings in the bark-

covered school house by the creek, and in the winter

time they were held alternately at the houses of the

settlers, until the school house whs built in 1824, in

which the meetings were afterwards held regularly

until the erection of a meeting house; this was in

the year 1837. The trustees at that time were: Sam-

uel Parrish, Nautu Gilson, Simeon Spalding, Pardon

B. Worden, John S. Hester, Samuel Hester, George

A. Fish and Thomas Reed. This class does not have

an existence at present, and the abandoned church

edifice is going to decay. An election of trustees is,

however, kept up with commendable regularity. The
present ones are: J. Mehrling. John S. Hester and

N. Murray.

A second class of the Methodist Episcopal church

was formed in the southeastern portion of the town-

ship, at an early date— 1841. In the year 1842, they

erected a fine brick church edifice, at a cost of three

thousand dollars. This is located at the village of Ccn-

tcrton, on the Lake Erie Division of the Baltimore

and Ohio Railroad. The trustees at the building of

the church were: W. H. Vogle, John Idler, Jacob

Burdge, Benjamin Tanner and Pierce Bowen. The
present ones are: George Niver, W. B. Keefer, Dr.

E. V. B. Buckingham, Daniel Sweatland and Ben-

jamin Tanner. The present membership is about

fifty. Rev. H. B. Palmer is the present minister.

Daniel Sweatland is the superintendent of the Sab-

bath school, the aferage attendance of which is fifty

children. The writer made extra effort to obtain the

data of this church, but met with indifferent success.

THE UNITED BKETHTKN CHURCH

was organized on the sixteenth day of February, 1859,

with the following members: Thomas Reed and wife,

Mary E. Wheeler, Perry Pixley and wife. Burr Gor-

ham and wife. John Bowen and wife. William Brown

and wife, W. K. Bowen and wife, William Ford

and wife, Elvira Taylor, Uriah Kurd, Sauford Place

and Adam Marsh. Thomas Reed was the first class

leader. The present leader is Frank Ball. Following

are the ministers, entire, who have presided over the

destinies of this church: Samuel Jaeoby, J. F. Sevier,

F. 8. Aultman, S. T. Lane. I>. G. Ogden, G. Bender,

A. M. Steinen, Gideon Hoover, William Xevil, Wil-

liam Mathers. O. II. Ramsey. John Aumiller and the

present pastor, A. J. Klingel. In the year 1801. a

neat little meeting house was erected on lot twenty-

one, third section ; thi* cost si\ hundred dollars.

Trustees-. Burr liorham, Thomas Reed and William

Brown. The first and last are still occupying the

position. James Dennison has succeeded Mr. Reed.

Present membership, twenty-one. Superintendent of

Sabbath school, N. Murray: average attendance thirty

children.

S< HOOI.S.

The first school house was built in the spring of

1819. It was located on the east bank of Slate run.

west of and near where stands the former residence

of George II. Woodruff, on lot six. This cabin was

of logs, rude and uncouth, and covered with elm bark,

in size, some twelve by sixteen feet. It had neither

floor, windows or desks. A row of split oak benc hes

constituted the furniture, and the unchinked spaces

between the logs served for windows. Miss Anrilla

Lindsey taught the first term of school. This was in

the summer following the erection of the house. Her
pupils were as follows: Phoebe Chapman. Mrs. Martha

Cook, (the new bride), her two sisters, Eleanor and

Betsey Fletcher, Sabin Kellogg, Louisa Ellis, Mans-

field and BrazildaCook, Hosea and Drazilla Harudeu.

The school was supported, as they all were at this

early date, by subscription, and proved so expensive

that no attempt was made for another until 1824.

Another log school house had been constructed mean-

while, on the corners, a few rods south of the present

meeting house. In this. Mrs. I'atienee Ellis taught a

term in the summer, and Augustus Cook in the

winter, of 1825.

sorlETlK*.

In 1832 the temperauce pledge was circulated aud

signed by a few persons. The Washingtonmus next

attempted their good work in the township. In 1H48

a Division of the Sons of Temperance was organized.

The charter members were: John H. Xiles. Charles

Spalding, A. B. Gilson, James Trimmer, Jame*
Morton, 0. H. Burlingham, Jackson Kelley, Edmond
Burlingham, George W. Burdick, Travis Kelley,

Amos O'. Gilson, John S. Hester, George H. Wood-
ruff, Chaunccy Woodruff and Abram De Groff. This

society flourished fiuely for a time, atone jKM'iod num-
bering fifty members. It was abandoned in 1850.

In 1855 a lodge of I. 0. O. G. Templars was organ-

ized. This proved an effective aid in the temjierance

work. It disbanded in 1803.

Live Oak (J range, No. 747, P. of H., was organized

March 23, 1874, by State Deputy J. W. Barrack, with

the following charter members: X. Murray. William

K. Bowen and wife, John M. Bowen aud wife, George

Bowen and wife, James W. Reed and wife, James
Murray and wife, E. P. Snyder and wife. John Bowen
and wife, Isaac Robinson and wife. William Brown
and wife. Wesley Robinson and wife, and E. I). Pratt.

The first officers were: Wesley Robinson, master;

Nelson Murray, lecturer: J. W. Reed, steward: John

M. Bowen, assistant Steward; William Brown, chap-

lain; William K. Bowen, treasurer: James Murray,

overseer: E. P. Snyder, secretary: George Bowen.

G. K.: Mrs. Mary ('. Murray. Ceres; Mrs. M. Bowen,

Pomona; Mrs. Lihbie Reed. Flora: Mrs. Alice Bowen,

huh assistant steward. Their hall, which is situated
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on the corner of lot number thirty-five, was erected

in the summer of 1S7C, uml cost, complete, six hun-

dred dollars. The regular meetings are held on the

second and fourth Saturdays of each month. The
present membership is fifty-seven. The officers for

1878, are: Nelson Murray, master: James Reed, over-

seer; Mrs. J. S. Hester, lecturer; Lyman Austin, stew-

ard: William K. Bowen, assistant steward; Horace

Robinson, chaplain: William Brown, treasurer: K. P.

Snyder, secretary; Z. B. Slater, gate keeper; Mrs. A.

E. Niver. Ceres; Mrs. Z. B. Slater, Pomona; Mrs.

George Bowen, Flora: Mrs. E. Richards, lady assist-

ant steward.

Ceuterton Lodge, No. 607, L O. O. F., was organ-

ised on the 4th day of July, 187o, with charter members
as follows: Dr. E. V. B. Buckingham. Albert (iage,

W. S. Van Horn, John .Miller, C. L. Rolfe, «. H.

Miller, William H. Frost, N. H. Nichols, E. C. Trim-

mer. Franklin Wood, and A. T. Swcatlaml. The first

elective officers were: C. L. Rolfe, N. G.; W. S. Van
Horn. V. <;.; Dr. E. V. B. Buckingham, R. S.: John

Miller, P. S., and Albert » iage, Treasurer. The pres-

ent membership is forty-five. The stated communi-
cations, are on Thursday evening of each week, in

Odd Fellows' Hall, over A. (J age's store. The officers

for 1878. are: Niles Gregory, N. G*; Samuel Snyder,

V. <;.; George Barber, R. S.; Lyman Beuham. P. S.

,

and A. (iage, treasurer. This society is, we under-

stand, in a harmonious and highly flourishing con-

dition.

PHYSICIANS.

The first physician who settled in Norwich town-

ship was Dr. Hurlburt. He located on lot number
forty, in the second section, in 1825. He practiced in

the township until his death, in 18*28.

The present medical staff of Norwich township is

composed of M. Tompkins, James Henderson, .lames

Hutchinson, and E. V. B. Buckingham.

INDUSTRIAL PURSUITS.

In 1834, Peter Brown put in operation the first grist

mill in the township. This was propelled by horse

jxiwer, and it is said did a good business. In 1830,

Benjamin Moore built a saw mill on Slate run, on the

west end of the farm afterwards owned by G. H.

Woodruff. Two years later, Thomas Bennett, erected

another sawmill on the same stream, and in 1840, Ira

Wood built a third mill on the same stream. These

mills were all eventually carried away by the high

water.

In 1842, Miner AtherDm built a steam saw mill on

the fonrth section. James L Couch built another

steam saw mill in the same section, a few years later.

In 1840, John Idler built a steam saw mill at Center-

ton. This was burned in I85fl, and rebuilt in is.".*,

by Messrs. Idler & Hester. It was again burned in

185'J, and rebuilt the same year. At this point John

Miller has a steam saw mill and barrel heading man-

ufactory. At Havana. Lester Gregory hits a steam

54

saw mill, and H. V. Owens a machine and repair

shop.

ROADS AND MAIL ROUTES.

The first roud opened to the township was that

made by General Beall and his army, in 1812, leading

from Wooster to Fremont, through New Haven and
Norwich. The trail came into the township at the

southeast corner and ran north westerly by the village

plat, and left the township on the north side, about

one and one-half miles east of the northwest corner.

Hopkins made a survey of the trail, and located the

present road, leading past the residences of Wesley

Robinson and John S. Hester.

The first post route through the township extended

from Tiftin to Fitchville. It was established in 1827.

Adam Hauce carried the mail.

Biographical Sketches.

CHARLES T. HESTER.

The subject of this memoir was the oldest of six

children, and only son of John S. and Lucinda Hes-

ter, ami was born in Norwich, Huron county, Ohio,

April 17, 1843. His youth was spent on the farm of

his father, with an attendance of a few months in

each yearat school in the neighborhood. At the age
of fifteen, he became a student of Baldwin I'niversitv,

Bereft, Ohio. A year later the writer, a year his

senior, became a student at the same college, and u
member <»f the same class, and for a time was his

room-mate. Charles was a young man of excellent
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parts. Hi* mind was active, hi? thought comprehen-

sive, and he readily acquired the mastery of any sub-

ject with which he grappled. He ranked among the

very best in his clusses. So mature was his mind that

he found his most congenial associates in those of his

fellow students who were older than himself, and in

more advanced studies. He had equal facility in the

mastery of the various branches of study, whether

mathematics, the classics, or the sciences. Unosten-

tatious and unassuming, he always commanded the

respectful attention of his companions, whenever he

engaged with them in conversation, and his opinions

were those of sound judgment and wise discretion,

and were wholly free from narrow-mindedness. In-

deed, Charles Hester was as promising a young man
at the time he left his alma mater as any whose voice

had ever resounded in echoes from the walls of Bald-

win University. Intellectually, he had no peer among
his follows, while socially he was genial, fond of the

humorous, if it did not smack of the low aud vulgar.

His was au affectionate and generous nature, and he

loved his friends with a feeling of the warmest attach-

ment.

The fall of 1863 was the last term in which he at-

tended college. The following winter he taught

school in his father's neighborhood, and in the spring

of 18G4 went to Cleveland to attend a course of com-

mercial instruction, where, as usual, he made rapid

progress. He left school to enter the one hundred

days' service, and to do what lay in his power for the

success i'!' that cause thru so dear to every patriot

heart—the vanquishing of the rebellious South, and

the consequent establishment of the Union upon the

linn foundation of equal rights for all. He enlisted

in Company H, of the One Hundred and Sixty-sixth

Ohio National Guards. While the regiment was sta-

tioned at Fort Richardson, near Washington City, he

was taken ill with typhoid fever, and being subse-

quently removed from the camp hospital to the gen-

eral hospital at Fairfax Seminary. Virginia, he died

there on the 17th day of August. 18G4. The care ami

attention whiehhe needed during his illness seemed

to be inadequately provided. But the writer .-pares

'comment on so painful a subject. His remains were

brought to the home of his sorrow-stricken parents in

Norwich, and his funeral was largely attended by

relative-, neighbors of the family, and school friends

of Charles. The memory of that sad day is vivid in-

deed. A quiet little church filled with a people whose

faces were grave and whose hearts were sympathetic:

a father and a mother Iwwed in the agony of grief at

the lo^s of t licit only -on. and sister- mourning bitter-

ly the loss of their only brother: the preacher, the

deceased's alma mater's president, whose word- -ought

to administer consolation; and then Charles T. Hester

was taken to the quiet cemetery and covered from

sight, amidst a silence mo-t solemn and impressive,

broken only by the sob- and t rie* of grief which could

not be repressed.

Charle- had always l.een a dutiful son, and his

father found in him, in the later years of his life, a

wise and prudent counselor. His mind had reached

such maturity and had so accustomed itself to inde-

pendent and original channels of thought, that he was

enabled to render his father much service in matters

requiring counsel: while to his sisters, he was not

only a companion, but a protector and a loving, kind

and considerate brother. None knew Charles Hester,

but to admire and love him. Had he lived, his career

must certainly have been one of distinction. He
possessed every qualiticat ion—ability, learning, a

hatred of wrong and wrong-doing, a love of the right

aud of right-doing, warm attachment to his friends,

habits of thought ami industry, a nature generous,

a character unblemished and a name untarnished.

JOHN S. HESTER

Martin Hester, the father of the subject of this

sketch, was a native of Greene county, Pennsylvania,

where he was born September fi, 1787. When twenty

yean of age he removed with his parents to Ohio and

settled in Columbiana county. Two years afterward.-,

Man-h 30, 1800, he married Mary M. Stoiigh. daugh-

ter of Rev. John Stough. a Lutheran clergyman, who
came to Columbiana county with his family in 1806.

She was born in "The Glades" (now Maryland), Fel>-

ruary 15, 1780. In 1814. Mr. Hester and family set-

tled in Orange township, Richland (now Ashland)

county, where he entered a quarter section of govern-

ment land. They resided there until ls->7. when they

removed to Bronson, Huron county, Ohio, and settled

on the farm now owned and occupied by the son,

Martin M. Hester, where the father aud mother -pent

the remainder of their days. Mr. Hester died Janu-

ary 31. 1870. and Mrs. Hester June i3. 1803. They
were pioneers in that true sense of breaking up the

native forest, removing the obstructions to. and pre-

paring the way for. the march of civilization, and in

establishing society on a sound basis. In the estab-

lishment of schools, religion- societies, and all those

institutions tending to promote the general welfare of

society, none were more zealous and efficient than

they. They reared a family of five children, whom
they lived to see settled in life and who are -till living.

John S. Hester, the subject of this notice, and the

olde-t of the family, was born near New Lisbon, Col-

umbiana county. Ohio. November 8, 1810. In the

acquirement of his limited education he enjoyed only

the advantages of the rude common schools of the

time. At eighteen lit- began work for Mr. Aro Dan-

forth, of Bronton, to learn the carpenter and joiner's

trade and continued thus engaged for three year-, for

which term of service he received one hundred and

fifty dollar- and hi- board, furnishing his clothing

himself. He then began work at his trade on his ow n

account, which he followed for several years and a

portion of the time was employed in the bailding of
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lake vessels at Huron. In April, 1836, having deter-

mined to settle upon a farm, he made his first pur-

chase of land, which consisted of one hundred acres

of lot number thirty-eight in the third section of

Norwich, but which he exchanged, before making set-

tlement, for the farm ou which he has since resided.

OctolKJi- 13, 1830, he was united in marriage to Jane
S. Puncost, of Bronson. who died a few months after

—May 15, 183T. He married for his second wife.

April 0, 1842, Lucinda M. Hildreth, the oldest of

nine children of benjamin and Susan (Colegrove)

Hildreth. and who was born in Tompkins county.

New York. August 21, 1816. The family removed

to Fairfield township, Huron county, in the year 1833,

where the father died September 20, 18.52. Mrs.

Hildreth died in Franklin, Tennessee, March It),

1 855.

They were for many years memttcrs of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, and one son of their seven surviv-

ing children, Rev. T. F. Hildreth, is a distinguished

minister of the church, now resident of Jackson,

Michigan. To Mr. and Mrs. Hester were bom five

children—one son and four daughters, as follows:

Charles T., bom April 17, 1843. of whom a biograph-

ical sketch is elsewhere given; Eliza W.. born March

21, 184'», married January 1G, 1873. S. R. McConnell,

and now resides at Burlington, Iowa: Susan H.. born

October 27, 1847, died November 5, 18.53; Julia, born

August 15, 185 i, married William Dougherty, of

Mansfield, October '!, 18W, and at present resides at

Newark. Ohio; Hattie R.. born October 10, 1851!, re-

sides with her parents. Mr. Hester united with the

Methodist Episcopal Church in 1835, and since his

settlement in Norwich he has continuously filled some
office in the church. His parents were members of

the same society for many years and until their death,

and all their children, children-iu-law and some of
j

their grandchildren are members of the Methodist

Episcopal Church.

Mr. Hester is a man of thought, settled convictions

and progressive ideas. He has given each of his chil-

dren a liberal education, one of whom. Mrs. McCon-
nell, graduated at the Ohio Wcsleyan University,

ladies' department, in the summer of 18GG. The
writer of this sketch was well acquainted with this

lady during her school days. She was an exception-

ally bright and attractive young lady, and one of the

aptest scholars he ever kuew. Much superior was sin-,

in this regard, to her classmates of her own sex.—for

at Baldwin University, Berea. Ohio, where, previous

to her graduation at Delaware, she was for several

years a student, the classes were represented by both

sexes. She excelled, especially in mathematics, and iu
|

scholarship usually outranked the best mind- among
|

her gentlemen friends and classmate-.

Mr. Hester, in having thus been a liberal patron of
j

a higher education, gives proof, not only of his ap-

preciation of the advantages which a careful and

systematic training has for the mind, but aNo of the

loving generosity toward his family which lifts ever

characterized him. And in all this he is most heartily

joined by Mrs. Hester.

Mr. and Mrs. Hester, in their declining year*, are

enjoying the quiet happiness which should come to

I those who have ever lived at peace with men and in

the fear and favor of God. They continue to reside

in the comfortable farm dwelling in Norwich, a view

of which may ebewhere be seen, and which Mr. H.

erected with his own hands—dug the cellar, drew the

stone, and assisted in laying the foundation walls,

hewed and hauled the timbers, planed, mortised and

fitted the doors and windows, helped to erect the

frame and lay the roof. Their daughter. Hattie, an

interesting young lady, resides with her parents

—

their only child and companion. May a ripe old age

be attained unto by each of them.

EBENEZER LAWRENCE.

The subject of the following sketch is the only one

of the pioneers of Norwich township now liv ing. He
was born December 8, 1808, in Westford, Chittenden

county, Vermont, and is the third of a family of five,

the issue of Wilder and Hoxanna Woodruff Lawrence,

(for further data of whom, see Norwich history). He

was eight year- of age when he came with his parents

to live in their wildwoods home. His education was

derived, principally, in the little log school house, in

what is now district number eight, of Norwich

township.

His life has been that which usually falls to the lot

of a pioneer, one of hardship and labor. He has

chopjml, alone, one hundred ami twenty-five acres of

heavy timber, and assisted in logging some six hun-

dred acres more. The farm iu lot thirty-three, in the

second section, which he now occupies, is the same

his father began improvements on in 181ft. and is in

a profitable state of cultivation,

Mr. Lawrence wag married, October 15, 1843, to

Clarinda, daughter of House and Mary Barney Blv.

She was a native of Springfield, Richland county,

Ohio. The children of this marriage are two—Willis

T., who was iHirn July 11, 1844: he-married Francis

Richards. Mary M., who was born October 5,

1847: she married Edgar Richards. Both children

reside in Norwich, but a short distance from the old

homestead.

Mrs. Lawrence, some eleven years since, united

with the Congregational Church in Greenfield town-

ship, and continues to the present a consistent and

worthy christian. Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence, and also

their children and wives, are members of Live Oak
Orange. No. 747, I'. of H. Politically Mr. Lawrence

is an old time Jackson Democrat. He has seen what

few can boast of, a dense and howliug wilderness

gradually disappear and be made to "blossom as the

rose."
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Rouse Bly, father of Mrs. Lawrence, was born in

Herkimer county, New York, in 1794. He came to

Ohio in 1817, aud located in Richland couutv. He
married Mary Barney of New Haven township. Huron
county. Ohio. Four children were born in Richland

county—Mary, LysanderM.. Scmantha, and Clarinda.

In 182.5. he removed to. and permanently located iu,

New Haven tow nship, where three children were born

—Matilda, Mary and Akin. Mrs. Bly died on March

5, 1829, aged twenty-five years, and he married Mrs.

Sophia Coe. by whom he had six children, two only

alive. She died in September, 1832. Mr. Bly died

September 4, 1856.

JAMBS II. DAI LEY.

The subject of this sketch was born in Shawanguuk
township. Ulster county. New York. July 10, 1817.

His paternal ancestors were of Irish and (merman ex-

traction, and those on his mother's side were origin-

ally from England and Holland. His parents were

Thomas and Sarah i Terwilliger) Dai ley, who had a

family of nine children, of whom James was the eld-

est. In the fall of 1822. Mr. Dailey removed with his

family from Ulster to Cayuga county, and the follow-

ing spring to Livingston county. New York, where

he located iu the township of Mount Morris. He
purchased a squatter's right on what was called the

Indian reservation, the land not then being for sale.

He resided there four years, when he moved to the

west side of the Genesee river in the township of Lei-

cester, where he settled. In the fall of 183:3 he came
to Ohio to select a location for settlement, and pur-

chased of Henry Terry, of Bronson, the whole of lot

Dumber twenty-four and the west half of twenty-three

in the third section of Greenfield township, Huron

county. Ohio, to which he removed with his family

iu the spring of 1834. He continued to live here un-

til his death, which occurred May 28, 1864, at the

age of sixty-seven years, surviving his wife four years,

who du d at the age of sixty-three. The youth of the

subject of this memoir was spent in the hard work of

fanning at that early period, and he enjoyed but few

opportunities for the acquirement of an education.

With the exception of one u-rm at the Norwalk Sem-

inary, subsequent to his arrival in Greenfield, he ob-

tained his education at the common schools of Mount
Morris, New York. From 1830 to 1847 he taught a

country school during the winter season, working

upon the farm through the summer. October 10,

1843. he was united in marriage to Esther Howard,

daughter of Ho-ea and Heppy Howard, of Oneida

county. Now York. She was born January 15. 1810,

and emigrated with her father to Ohio in 1830. The

children born of this marriage were two sons. Henry
K. and Lewis ('. Dailey, who were born, the former

June 12, 1S45. and the latter October U, 1847. Hil

wife died December 27, 186U, and he married for hit

second wife, January 2, 1802, Elizabeth J. Thomp-
son, who has borne him two children, viz.: Ida. who

|
was born March 31. 1805, and died October 1st of the

same year, and Benjamin T., Imrn October 22, 1866.

After his first marriage, Mr. Dailey settled on forty

acres of the old homestead in Greenfield, where he

continued to live until 1870, when he moved to the

village of Havanna, in Norwich township, having the

year previous purchased of Seymour W. Owen his

residence, together with about twenty acres of land.

This change of location was made in order that he

might, iu a measure, be released from the care and

labor of the farm, and that better educational advan-

tages might lie had for his children.* In 1870 he

bought the grain warehouse of Joseph Hayes, and

also the building in which, in connection with his

brother, John L Dailey. he opened a general store in

the fall of 1878. and which they continue to carry on.

Mr. Dailey has added to his original purchase of

forty acres of land, until he now owns two hundred

and sixty acres, lying in Greenfield and Norwich

townships. While farming has been his chief occu-

pation, yet his enterprise and industry have been man-
ifested in other undertakings. He was a stock dealer

or drover for several years, and, as before stated, is

now engaged in merchandise aud also in the grain

;
business at Havanna.

In 1838 he embraced the religious tenets of the

Disciples" denomination, and a few years after united

with the church at North Fairfield, and continues a

consistent member. In politics he is a democrat.

A. B. GILSON,

of Norwich, Huron county, Ohio, traces his lineage

back to a goodly origin. His grandfather, Joel, and

grandmother, Sarah Adams Gilsou. were married Oc-

tober 3. 1771, and the dates of their respective births

were 1748 and 1751. Joel Gilsou was a collector of

continental money, and when congress passed the

law repudiating it, he had in his possession about

forty thousand dollars in this currency, which he lost.

The children of Joel and Sarah Gilsou were: Joel,

Jr., Seth, Sarah. Jonas, John. Jesse, Asa, Rhoda,

Nahum and Anna.

Nahum Gilsou. the father of the subject of this

sketch, was Ihu h in Saratoga county, New York, April

27, 1703. and in 1810 moved to Norw ich township,

beginning as a single man the hard life of a pioneer,

ami succeeding in hewing from the forest a home,

w hich, in his later years, was a \ erv pleasant one. and

contained but little to suggest the privation and toil

by which it had been secured. He sowed the first

w heat in the township. His w ife. Sally Ormes Gil-

son, was born in Northumberland. Massachusetts,

January 12. 1792, and -In- was married in February.

, 1810, ami immcdiateh came with her husband to his
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newly found home. They were the parents of seven

children.

Ntihum Gilson, in 1830, became agent for Hon.

John \V. Allen, of Cleveland (where the latter is still

residing, in the seventy-seventh year of his age), for

the sale of some two thousand acres of land, situated

in Norwich township. Mr. Allen had purchased the

land at one dollar per acre, and authorized Mr. Gilson

to place it in the market at two dollars per acre. This

Mr. Gilson did, disposing of the last lot to Mr. James

Robinson. Mr. Allen speaks in very high terms of

praise as to the straightforward, business like maimer

in which this trust was executed.

A. B. Gilson was born in Norwich township, April

23, 1827, and grew up enjoying the usual advantages

and Buffering the usual disadvantages of the farmer

boy. He secured a common school education, and at

the age of eighteen began teaching, being examined

by and securing his first certificate from Judge Stick-

ney. His first school was in the village of Havana,

and the amount of his wages was eleven dollars per

month, he finding his own board. He taught thirteen

succeeding winters, with the exception of one season,

and his last school was in the district in which he re-

sides. There was something of a disparity between

the remuneration at the beginning and the end of

this long term of school life; for his last school teach-

ing was paid for at the rate of two dollars jkt day,

and the teacher"boarded. He began teaching music,

also, when he was eighteen years of age, and has

taught almost continuously, in one form or another,

ever since. He is now president of the Huron County

Musical Association.

When the war of the rebellion broke out, Mr. Gil-

sou patriotically devoted his best energies to the sup-

port' of the Union cause. In the fall of 1863, he

raised a company of one hundred and fifteen men.

He was elected captain, and received his commission

from Governor David Tod. On the occurrence of the

re-organization he was made major, but the force

being consolidated with other regiments he was retired

and came homo.

He is the oldest mau now living in Norwich, who
was born there. Mr. Gilson is an active, stirring

man, now, as he ever has been—a man of affairs, and

one who labors for the general good, as well as for

personal success. He is both liberal minded and lib-

eral hearted.

He married Miss Eliza, daughter of Mr. Chauncey

Baker and Mrs. Rhoda (Webster) Baker, of (.ranger

township, Medina county, born February 2<>. 1842.

The marriage ceremony was performed in Cleveland,

February 8, 1802, by Prof. Samuel Foljamltee. This

couple have one child, Ada B.. a beautiful little girl,

born December 25, 1875.

E. W. Gilson. brother of A. B., was treasurer of

Huron county from 1874 to 1878. He was also jus-

tice of the peace in his own township for thirteen

years, and held the office of township clerk for fifteen

years, possessing the confidence of the people to such

a degree that i-.en of both parties gave him their cor-

dial support.

JOHN BOWEN.

John Bowen, only child of Constant and Agnes

Boweu (whose maiden name was Parker), was born

in Salem county. New Jersey, March 11, 1805.

When about a year old, his parents started on a jour-

ney to the distant west, as Ohio was then called.

His mother died during the journey through Pennsyl-

vania, and was buried at the foot of the Blue Ridge

mountains. The father, with his infant child, re-

mained in Pennsylvania about a year, when he re-

moved to Columbiana county, Ohio, and worked in a

furnace at New Lisbon for a few years. He then re-

moved to Coshocton county, where he continued to

reside until 1821. He subsequently resided in Rich-

land county u year, and a few years in Crawford

county, and then removed to Scott township. Marion

county, where he made his first purchase of land and

I settled. He married his second wife (Sarah Hill) in

1819, by which union there were born nine children,

I only ono of whom survives—a son, now living in In-

diana.

The subject of this notice married, in Marion
' county, Ohio, March 11, 1832, Christena Robinson,

daughter of William and Lucretia Robinson, who was

born March 11, 1813. It will be noticed as a some-

what singular circumstance that the birth of Mr.

ami Mrs. Boweu, as well as their marriage, occurred

I on the same day of the same month. About eighteen

months after his marriage. Mr. Boweu settled on the

place where he still reside--. He found the land still

' heavily timbered, and by no means easy to briug

under cultivation, but he was strong of heart and

i sturdy of limb, and the labor and hardship necessary

in the acquisition of a home in the woods possessed

for him no insuperable difficulties. Indeed, he was

offered by his father the gift of a farm in Indiana if

he would remove thither and abandon what seemed

to him a hopeless task: but he declined, preferring,

rather, to remain where he had "stuck his stakes,"

and with itothing to begin with but his axe, his own
strong hands, and the assistance of his efficient wife,

get a home out of the woods.

Mr. Bowen. in an early day, engaged in the manu-
facture of brick, and was also a brick mason, anil

followed the trade to a considerable extent, more

esj>ecially in the erection of chimneys. He burnt the

second kiln of brick that were made in Norwich, and

built on William Robinson's log house, in the fall of

1834. the pioneer brick chimney in the township.

Mr. Bowen's chief occupation, however, has been that

of farming, and his life has been one of steady, plod-

,

ding toil, in which his wife has been a cheerful and
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efficient helper. They are the parents of the follow-

ing named children: four sons and four daughters,

all of whom survive, to wit: Martha .Tune, now Mrs.

William Spencer, of Venice, Seneca county, horn De-

cemher 5, 183-2: Agnes, now Mrs. .Joseph Hoffman,

of the same township, born .July 1834: .John Morris,

born March 25, 1837: William Kinsman, born De-

i-ember 29, 1838, both of Norwich: Henry C, born

November 2. 1840. residing in Keeil township, Seneca

county; Sarah Elizabeth, born November 15, 1842,

married Henry Gibson. July 3. 1 8»16, who works the

farm of his father-in-law; George, born May 29, 1847,

whose residence occupies the lot on which stood the

first house in Norwich, the old block house, built by

the surveyors as early as 1814 or 1815; Melinda Chns-

tena, born November 2, 1850, now Mrs. William J.

Williams, of Reed, Seneca county.

HARVEY JONATHAN DOOLITTLE,

was born in the township of Montague. Fntiiklin

comity. Massachusetts, on the 5th day of April, 1815.

His parents were Calvin and Polly (Larrabee) Doolit-

tle, who removed to Northtield township, in the same

county, perhaps one year subsequent to Harvey's

birth. When he was eighteen years of age. the

family removed to Alstead, New Hampshire, where

Mrs. Doolittle died, in September, 1833, and the

family was broken up.

The subject of the present sketch remained at

Alsted some six years, when he went to Vermont,

where he met his fate and was. mi April 28, 1844,

united in marriage to Miss Emily, daughter of Minor

and Huldah (Tbnrber) Wheeler, who was born in

Halifax. Vermont, September 19th. 1818. No chil-

dren have blessed this union, though Mr. and Mrs.

Doolittle have reared several children: one. William

Ricker. married Mary Read, and lives at home, hav-

ing an interest in the old homestead. Tin y have one

child—Clemmis. In the spring of 1845. Mr. Doo-

little and wife came to Ohio, and located in Norwich

township, and some four years hiter purchased the

farm, in the second section, which he still occupies,

owning sixty-five acres of land in lot number thirty-

four. This farm was unimproved, but i.y dint of

well-directed effort is now nearly all under a profit-

able state of cultivation. The substantial dwelling,

a view of which appears in another portion of this

volume, was. built in 18156.

Mr. and Mrs. Doolittle. ten years after settling in

Norwich, became members of the Church of United

Brethren, and have continued faithful and consistent

Chri-tian* until the present. They are also members

of Live Oak Grange No. 747, which holds its sessions

in Norwich township. Politically. Mr. Doolittle lv-

licves in whatever will produce the greatest good to

the greatest number.

Mr. Wheeler, father of Mrs. Doolittle, died on the

5th day of September. 1823, in Halifax. Mrs. Wheeler

remained east until about 1849, when she came to

Ohio, residing with her daughter (Mrs. Doolittle),

until her death, February 2. 1804.

When Mr. and Mrs. Doolittle reached Ohio, they

had little to begin a life in the wilderness with, ex-

cept strong hands and willing hearts, but by persever

ing and well-directed effort they have acquired their

present competency.

WESLEY RORINSON

is the ninth of a family of eleven, the children of

William and Uttitia Coleman Robinson, for further

data of whom see sketch of Huriah Robinson in this

volume. With the exception of oue term at the semin-

ary in Norwalk, the education of the subject of this

sketch was acquired at common school, and his life

work has been that of a farmer. He came with his

parents to Norwich township, in the spring of 1832,

who located on the farm he still occupies. He is now
the owner of four hundred and thirty-live acres of

land in the second section. His tine brick residence, a

view of which is given in this work, was completed

during the summer of 1871, and cost complete nearly

five thousand dollars.

Mr. Robinson was united in marriage on April 5,

1840, to Miss Mary, 'laughter of Isaac II. and Sully

Cassady Bennett, of Reed township. Seneca county,

Ohio, by whom the following children were born:

William, who was born March 3<>, 1847. He married

Susan Bennington. Isaac IL, who was born Febru-

ary 8. 1849; married Isadore Bramble. George A.,

who was born November 2<">. 1852, married Francis K.

Eddy; and Daniel Bennett Guy, who was born June
19, 1855, and remains at home unmarried. The chil-

dren all reside in Norwich township. Some twenty

years since Mr. Robinson united with the Chnrch of

the United Brethren, and continues until the present

a worthy Christian.

He became a member of Richland Lodge No. 2i»l,

Free and Accepted Masons, which holds its sessions

at Plymouth, Ohio, in the fall of lt>58, and still

affiliates there. In the fall of 187«i, he became an
Odd Fellow in Centerton Lodge No. <in7. He was

one of the charter member* of Live Oak Orange No.

747 of Norwich township. He was elected Master on
it- organization March 23. 1>:4, and now occupies

that position. Some ten years since Mr. Robinson

made purchase of some American Merino sheep, and
has since devoted considerable time to the breeding

of (hi* fine variety. He has now a llock ol one

hundred and tifty-two.

Mr. Robinson is a democrat in polities, and in the

local affair- of the township has tilled many import-

ant office*, among which he is now serving his twelfth

year a* justice of the jicacc.
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Towns and Villages in Erie County,

SAN DUSKY" CITY.*

In 1812, the Hon. Zalmon Wildman, of Danbury,

Connecticut, having an undivided interest in section

one of Cauou township (now Richmond) to which

had been annexed one thousand seven hundred and

eighty-three acres of land off the east end of the frac-

tion lying between town six, range twenty-three (Per-

kins), and Sandusky bay, to give to that section an

equal average value with all other sections of the

"Fire-lauds," located his whole interest in the annexed

fraction, by proceedings in partition, amounting to

one thousand two hundred and eighty acres. This

one thousand two hundred and eighty acres were

known as "The City Tract". The war of 1812 inter-

vened.

1'OKTI.A X I).

In 1810, Judge Wildman laid out a small village

plat on the south shore of the bay, at about the center

of the tract, and gave it the name of Portland. He
immediately put up a two-story frame building, which

was fiuished early in 1817. It afterwards was known
as "the old white store." It stood on ground now
covered by the east end of "Rebel's block." In the

summer of 181 T, William B. Smith built the first

dwelling house on the ground, next west of the hotel

now known as "Scott's American." In the fall of the

same year, Cyrus W. Marsh put up a section of

the rear part of what he afterwards nanittd "The
Steam Boat Hotel." It afterwards received the

name of "Porter's Verandah", then "Raymond's

Hotel", then its present name, "Scott's American."

Mr. Marsh was the first tavern keei>er in the place.

He came to Sandusky from Greenfield, Huron county,

Ohio, in which he first settled. He came there from

Trumbull county, Ohio. The first brick was built,

also, by William B. Smith, in front of the frame he

had before put up. It still remains. The first stone

dwelling was built by the late Kleutheros Cooke in

1821-2. which is now occupied by Olds & Hunting-

ton, as a bookstore, on lot two, Columbus avenue.

This small village was called "Portland," but was, in

fact, the beginning of Sandusky City. The ground

embraced by the village plat was widely known as

"The Ogontz Place", in memory of an Indian chief

of the Ottawa tribe, who had dwelt on the place with

• By F D. P«ri«h.

his tribe, more or less, during the latter part of the

last and fore part of the present ceutury. The
southern shore of the Inly and "Peninsula", on the

opposite side, had been occupied at times by several

tribes, but mostly frequented by the Wyandots and
Ottowas.

During the fore part of the eighteenth century the

French traders were with the tribes, but about the

middle of that century, they were succeeded bv
English traders. In 1810-12, an American trader by
the name of John Garrison !>ceame the trader there.

But none of these traders are entitled to the name of

"pioneer white settlers" of the place. They were
only "squatters" for trade purposes.

The late Judge Isaac Mills, of New Haven, Con-
necticut, setting up a claim to an interest in the

"City tract", a compromise followed by which he ac-

quired an interest of an undivided fourth part.

SANDUSKY CITY.

In 1818. these joint proprietors laid out a much
larger plat, and gave it the name of Sandusky City.

It was bounded: north, by the bay: east, by Meigs;

west, by Shelby: and south, by Monroe streets. To
this, many additions have been made from time to

time, designated by as many fancy names, such as

"Western Liberties," "Southwark," etc. The city

having broken over all these additions, the bounds of

I

the city, in 1872, were extended to the original limits

of the fraction, between the north line of Perkins

township and Sandusky Bay. five miles in length

and about two miles in width, containing about four

thousand acres. The whole area is generally level and

unbroken. The part covered by the original plat of

Sandusky City was mostly prairie, with clusters, or

small islands, of small second growth of timber of

various kinds, hut mainly of oak and hickory and
hazel bushes. There is a very gradual ascent from

the bay shore to the central park, to an elevation of

thirty or forty feet. Here it is nearly an exact level,

but soon begins a very slight descent to the east and

south. The whole fraction constituted the township

of Portland for many years before it was all included

in the city. The west part of the fraction was heav ily

timbered; the east portion was mostly prairie, with

I occasional islands of timber, mostly of small growth.

(431)
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THE SOIL.

The soil is a rich black loam. A small part, mostly

embraced in the original city plat, is underlain by

limestone, at a depth of from a few inches to several

feet. The stone, at a greater or less depth, is to be

found in all parts of the present city bounds. Within

the original city plat, and in some parts of the present

bounds, are found extensive quarries of the limestone

suitable for building, paving streets and making lime.

Such as are unfit for these purjKises are used in con-

structing docks. The stone is of a light gray and

blue. They are found in layers of an inch to several

feet in thickness, increasing in thickness as the depth

increases. Both stone and lime are exported in great

quantities.

PIONEEK >ETTLERS.

The first settlers were William B. Smith, Moses

Farwell, Cyrus W. Marsh. These were certainly

there as early as 1817. During 1818, they were re-

enforced by the following: John Weeden, George and

Wesley Anderson, Lyman Farwell, Samuel and

Leicester Walker, Abner Lyman. Ebenezer Ransom,

Hector Kilbourn, Captain Ezra Wells, Joshua Martin,— Haskins, Benjamin Grey, Isaac Darling, Nathan

T. Jennings, William Townsend, William Hull,

Daniel Newton. Clemons and his sous. John,

Andrew, Alexander and Elijah, and Benajah Wolcott.

Between 1818 and the spring of IS'i'i. accessions were

made as follows: William Kelley. Wyat and Alfred

Hartshorn, Darius C. Henderson. John Wheeler,

James Galowav. Sylvanus A. Cone, William J. Bills,

Frederick Devoe. John N. Sloane, John G. Grunlicf,

Galen Atkins, David and John K. Campbell, Sarah

Henderson, Abner Root, Eleutheros Cooke, Milton

Jennings, Thomas McGee, Amos McLouth and F.

D. Parish, and probably a few others.

The first merchant was Zaltnon Wildman (by Moors

Farwell), then followed William Townsend and Jen-

nings & Darling. McMurry and Wm. Kelly, drug-

gists. Tavern keepers: 1. Cyrus W. Marsh; 2. E.

Wheeler and Galloway; 3. Mrs. Sarah Henderson and

hers on-in-law, Colonel Abner Root. John N. Sloane,

jeweler. Darius C. Henderson, John (J. Gmulief and

Colonel Thorp, bakers. Samuel and IxMcester Walker,

and Aimer Lyman, carpenters and joiner*. Wm.
Kelly. stone mason. S. H. Stearns. Samuel Pennc-

well, tanners and curriers. Galen Arkin-. shoemaker.

Milton Jennings and Alexander demons, cabinet

makers., Abner Hoot, saddle and harness maker.

Sylvanus A. ( one. butcher.

The first physician was George Anderson, who com-
menced practice in 181s. He was fr,,m the State of

New York, having been a pupil of Dr. White, of

Cherry Valley. He was the only physician in the

place for many years, lb' died of the cholera in l>34.

Eleutheros Cooke was the first lawyer in the place.

He had resided in Blooniiiiirvillc three or four years,

removed to Sandusky in the fall of l&M. F. D.

Parish followed in the spring of IS'i'i. The next

accession occurred about 1825-0—Lucas S. Beecher

and John F. Campbell; others appeared from time

to time, too fast to admit of enumeration.

Et>l < ATION.

Early attention was given to this subject by the

pioneers. The first school was opened in a log cabin,

! on lot one, Wayne street, in 1818. Miss Sallie

Stimpson was the teacher. It was sustained by those

who furnished the scholars. In 1810 or '20, Messrs.

Jennings & Darling put up a small frame school

house on the west end of lot number seven, Washing-

ton Row, on the south end of which now stands the

Cooke house. The lot was sold in 18,»8, and the pur-

chaser made terms with the owners of the school

house, and converted it into a dwelling. In the same

year, Isaac Darling built a similar school house on

ground now covered by the Episcopal Church. This

was used both for schools and religious meetings by

all denominations, until 183'i. when it was removed

to Mr. Darling's lot, number eleven, on Wayne Street,

where it now constitutes a part of the southern dwell-

ing on that lot. Schools up to this time, and even

later, were select schools, sustained by such as sent

scholars. A widow lady, by the name of Boyae,

taught select schools for many years with great suc-

cess.

In 1S2S, a stone building was commenced by an

association of individuals, designed for an academy

and other purposes, as the owners might from time

to time determine. The builders united in a joint

stock company, in shares of twenty dollars each.

Fifty-two i*>rsons subscribed for one to ten shares

each. The building was of stone, three stories in

height. It remained, however, mostly in an unfin-

ished state. In 1834. the first floor at the east end

was finished into one room, with desks and raised

seats, and used by the Congregational Church for

meetings; and it was used, for a time, by Miss Niells,

for a select, ladies' school. In 1838-!), by arrange-

ment with the stockholders, it was appropriated for a

temporary court house for the then newly organized

i county of Erie. It was used as such for over thirty

years, till the present new court house was finished.

It is now used by the city schools. Soon after the

erection of this academy building, the schools were

organized under the State laws, and the schools of

the city, from primary to the high school, compare

favorably, to say the least, with those of other cities

in the State.

PUBLIC LIBRARY.

As early as 1827, a library association was organ-

ized, and a .-mall number of books collected. F. D.

Parish was the librarian till lS4o. when the books

then remaining were transfered to the Sandusky

Lyceum association. Afterwards the library parsed

into the hands of the young men's library association,

,
ami. by the latter, it was transferred to the ladies'
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library association. This is now the only public library

of the city, save those connected with the schools.

RBUOIOI S AND BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS.

The present First Congregational Church was or-

ganized in 1S10, by the name of "The First Christian

Church of Sandusky." It has been claimed that the

Methodist Episcopal Church was formed in 1818.

There is. however, no evidence of its formation that

year. It is plainly inferable, from the fact of its

being recorded as "The First Christian Church of

Sandusky," that the Congregational was the first

organized in the place; that no other Christian church

then existed in the place. But it is certain that a

Mcthodi*t Church or class was in existence at an early

day in Sandusky. The few members of each of these

churches worshi]>ed together in temporary places,

until 183n. When there was no preaching, the Sab-

bath exercises were mostly conducted by Samuel
Walker, Congregationalist, and Wm. Kellev, Metho-

dist. In 1830, the Methodist Episcopal Church
erected the first church building in the place. It

was a small, one-story frame building, and stood on

ground now in part covered by astill smaller building

of stone, sonth of the "Bently" building, now owned
by the Germans. This small stone edifice was put

up by the Wesleyans in 1849-50.

The First Congregational Church edifice was com-

menced in 1835. and finished in 1830. It was of

stone, forty by sixty feet, with single tower, and occu-

pied ground now covered by the west end of the

present enlarged structure, built in 1856. The Epis-

copal edifice was also put up in 1830; is of stone, and

has been since much enlarged. The present towers

were added in 1850-7. The church was organized

in 1835.

The next church formed consisted of the late John
Beatty, Esq., and his associates, who seceded from

the Methodist Episcopal Church, leaving but two

male members (D. II. Tattle and Daniel Van Fleet),

and a few females. The new body was named '"The

Methodist Society,*' more generally known, however,

as '"Beattv's Church." The edifice is now owned bv

a German church, on the northwest corner of the

West block; was put up also in 1830, principally by

Squire Beatty. The upper part of it, however, was

not fiuished off till 1856, which was done by the

Baptists, who had purchased it. After a few years,

most of the seceders returned to the Methodist Epis-

copal Church, and the Methodist Society " was

changed to "Weslevan Methodist," and occupied the

basement of the Beatty edifice, till it was sold to the

Baptists, in 1850. It then built the small stone

edifice before refered to.

In 1852, the First Presbyterian Church was organ-

ized, mostly by a colony from the Congregational

church. The church edifice was built in 1854-5.

In 1854, the Baptist Church was organized, and in

1850, it purchased the Beatty editiee. and finished off

and occupied the audience room for several years.

56

The edifice was finally sold to a Protestant German
Church. The Baptists now own the small frame

building next south of the Episcopal Church.

In addition to the above, there are five (perhaps

more) Protestant German churches of different de-

nominations, each of which has a house of worship,

mostly of stone.

There are now two Roman Catholic churches in the

city, the first having been organized in 1840. In 1848

its stone edifice on Tiffin avenue was built, and en-

larged in 1853. It consists mainly of Irish and a few

others who choose to have services conducted in the

American language. That society has put a very large

and costly edifice of stone on the corner of Columbus

avenue aud Jefferson street, with a parsonage of stone

adjoining. The second one, consisting of (iermans,

was organized in 1855. Their first stone edifice, on

|

the corner of Jefferson and Jackson streets, was built

iu 1856. They have put up a second one, now just

finished, the largest and most expensive church struc-

ture in the city. It stands on the northwest corner

of the same streets.

TEMPERANCE SOCIETIES.

The first movement in this reformation was made

by F. D. Parish. The meeting was held on the even-

ing of January 1, 1831. A constitution and pledge

of abstinence from ardent spirits were adopted and

signed by Isaac Darling, Rev. William Runnels, Sam-

uel Pennewell, R. J. Jennings, John Beatty, Isaac

Booram, Moors Farwell, F. D. Parish, John X. Sloane,

John Davis and James Forman. First officers: F.

D. Parish, president; Farwell, Sloane and Darling,

I vice presidents: Samuel Pennewell. secretary. Other

names were soon added. The enterprise has met with

various and signal success, and the struggle still con-

tinues. Other societies have since been formed ex-

cluding all liquors that produce intoxication.

SECRET SOCIETIES.

What are knowu as secret societies are too numerous

in the city to admit of enumeration, ot to be named.

!

They generally claim to be benevolent societies, but

the public being excluded, that character is not gen-

erally conceded to them. A Masonic society existed

in the place as early as 1822. The original members,

as remembered, were Hector Kilbourne, George An-
derson, William Hull, William Kelly, William P.

Smith, and Leicester Walker. After the occurrence

of the Morgan affair in the State of New York in

1820, the society was not known to have meetings for

twenty years or more. Others have greatly multiplied

since that time. As understood by the writer, these

secret clubs have no valid claim to the character of

benevolent organizations, certainly not outside their

membership.

There has been organized a truly benevolent society

called the "Calvary Hospital," or some similar title.

It is understood to have originated by the Rev. Mr.

Fan-, late rector of ('rare church. Vet it is said not
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to be of sectarian origin or character. Other benev-

olent societies exist in the different Christian churches.

In 1833 the late Major John 0. Camp and 0.

Follett, of Buffalo, New York, and Thomas Neill, of

Maryland, by purchase, became joint proprietors of

one-eighth undivided interest in the then city plat.

This for a time had a favorable influence in the

iLcrease of population and in stimulating the business

of the city. Birt several years thereafter, there ap-

peared a conflicting claim of an interest in the whole

"city tract." by other parties, from which followed a

litigation in the courts of the State for several years.

This- in some degree retarded the growth of the place.

The controversy was finally compromised and fully

settled, and the titles in the tract became unques-

tionable.

LOCAL TRAHK.

It has been already stated that from the beginning

there was considerable trade in stone and lime. The
fish and ice trade had their origin with the settlement.

All and each of these branches of trade have kept

pace with the growth of the city, and the improve-

ments of the country. They have now become very

heavy, the different articles being exported to all parts

of the State and country. There are several firms in

each branch of the trade. The lumber trade has also

grown into large proportions. There are now five or

six different yards where all descriptions of lumber,

principally pine, to any amount and variety wanted,

can be obtained. The Baltimore and Ohio railroad is

doing an extensive transportation trade of coal and

iron ore, from the upper lakes and the south, to and

through the city.

MAXl KACTI RIXO.

The manufacturing interests of the city have not

received the attention their importance demands.

There are. however, in active operatiou, several

establishments in which are made almost every kind

of articles, composed mainly of wood.

Messrs. James and Chester Woolworth have one for

the making of handles for almost every article of

which handles necessarily constitute a part.

Messrs. Woolsev & Son (successors to Hubbard.

Pierce & Woolsev) make principally hubs and spokes

for carriages and wagons. The Sandusky Wheel

Company also produce the same articles, and all other

part- of carriages and wagons.

W. F. Converse, and others, manufacture various

kinds of agricultural implements, and some other

articles, with a foundry connected.

The Sandusky Tool Company make carpenter and

joiner's tools of all description!, and have recently

added other articles, such as agricultural implements,

including a patent hoe of extra excellence and value.

The export trade of the<e establishments is very

extensive, extending, not only to all parts of our own

country, but to foreign lands—to Europe, Asia, Africa,

Australia. et,c.

Mr. J. C. Butler also manufactures window frames,

sash, doors, etc., and does a large and thriving'busi-

j

ness in this line. He has a planing machine in con-

nection. There are other planing machines in suc-

cessful operation.

George Barney (successor to Klots & Kroner) has

a very extensive foundry and machine manufactory,

of large proportions, and is doing a heavy business in

his line. There is, aiso, a file factory, by Mr. Byer,

of some importance.

Some years siuce, a very large, substantial frame

building was built in the southwest part of the city,

near the railroad depot, adjoining the track of the

Lake Shore railroad, aud all necessary machinery and

other fixtures of every description required for the

manufacture of steel, rails, etc., known as the Liliken

Steel Works. All the work is of the most substantial

and durable character. Liliken steel rails were made
for some time, but iu 18T3-4 the works were sus-

pended, and are still idle. The works were put

up by a company from the State of New York.

It may be proper here to state, that the city, within

a few years past, constructed works to supply the

whole city with water. The water is taken from the

bay into a stand pipe, by a powerful engine, located

in the eastern part of the city, at a cost of between

three hundred thousand and four hundred thousand

dollars. They are regarded as the best works of the

kind in the State, perhaps in the country.

BANKS.

There have beeu five banks in the city; three still

exist. The first was established in 1834. William

Townsend was the first president, Robert Whitney

the first cashier. The majority of the stock was

owned iu the city of New York and in Albany, New
York. Those in the city of New York were agents

there of the bank. The institution did a large and
successful business for some years. The second presi-

dent was Orau Follett: second cashier. W. W. Weth-

erell. Finally. Mr. Dan. Higgins. one of the stock-

holders and directors, secured the proxies of the foreign

stockholder-, and officered and managed the bank to

please himself. At the same time, his indebtedness

to the bank largely exceeded the amount of his stock.

Some of the stockholders and officers of the bank,

knowing Mr. Higgins well, and his connection.with

the bank, expected a failure under his management,

and sold their stock, resigned their offices and retired

from all connection with the institution. The failure

soon followed.

The second bank was known as the City Bank of

Sandusky. S. W. Torry was the first president. —
Flint, cashier. Mr. Torry failed and retired. The
concern finally fell into the hands of a Mr. Robinson,

then manager of the Sandu>kv. Man-field and New-
1

ark railroad, and the late John '< Camp, Jr. Under
their management a failure 1001) followed.

Immediately after the present system of national

banking was authorized. Mr. A. 11. M>>ss and others
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started the First National bank of Sandusky : and L.

S. Hubbard and others originated the Second National

hank. A few years si nee Mr. L. Cable and his asso-

ciates established the Third National bank. The
most of the stock of this bank is owned by Germans.

These banks are still in successful business, and are

sound beyond all reasonable question. L S. Hub-
bard deceased a few years since and was succeeded by

his bioih.-r, R. B. Hubbard.

COMMERCE AND TRAVEL.

From the first settlement of Portland, succeeded

by Sandusky City, an active commerce opened with

other lake ports, and more especially with Detroit.

The territory of Michigan was then first settling, and
so large and rapid was the immigration into that re-

gion that its products fell far short of the home de-

mand. That, for a time, was the principal, if not

the only, market for the surplus products of Northern

Ohio. Small crafts soon U-gan daily trips to Detroit.

The two first schooners engaged in this service were

built in the east: one at Schenectady ("The Fire-

fly"), and the other at Saybrook. Connecticut, ("The
Sylph"), both of thirty or forty tons. Each was

taken up the Mohawk to Rome, thence through a

two mile canal into Wood creek, through Oneida lake

and down Oswego river to the falls (now Fulton),

from which they were transported to Lake Ontario,

up that lake and Niagara river to the falls, drawn
around the falls, and then up the river and Lake Erie

to Sandusky bay. In early times merchandise and
goods followed the same route. For several years so

constant and pressing were the demands for provisions

in the territory that, in the winter, when the ice was
of sufficient strength, sleighs often passed up the lake

and river to Detroit from Sandusky. One heavy mer-

cantile firm of Detroit (Levi Cook A Brother) estab-

lished a branch at Sandusky, which was continued

for several years.

This early trade, with concurrent causes, directed

the travel to this point when bound to the interior of

this State, to the south ami to Washington City. The
entrance to the bay. by nature, was open to crafts of

all sizes on the lake. This travel became so large,

constant and increasing, that the first tavern keeper,

Cyrus W. Marsh, in the spring of 1S>2. put on a line

of public conveyances from Sandusky through Milan.

N'orwalk and Mansfield to Delaware, where it con-

nected with a line to Columbus, south, cast and west.

Constant Barney, of MonriK*ville, was for a time as-

sociated with Mr. Marsh. It will be remembered that

at this period the whole country was new and the

roads much in a state of nature. There was little or

no travel by wheels. All was done upon horses. The
condition of the country and the state of the roads

are plainly indicated in the advertisement of the new
stage line, the only one from Northern Ohio to the

south, found in the Sandusky < lnri<>tt, volume one,

number fifteen, July :J1, lv3"2. This first stage line

carried the United States mails southward once a

J

week, and is described as follows: " Leave Portland

I
[then often so called] each Monday, 8 n. m., arrive in

! Mansfield Tuesday, 4 p. m., Delaware, Thursday, 10

a. in., where it will meet the stage from the south

which will convey passengers to Colmnbng the same

evening. Returning: Leave Delaware Thursday. 'I p.

m.. reach Mansfield Friday. 10 a. in., and Portland

Sunday. 11 a. in." The plucky proprietors, full of

hope of growth and success, continued: " Being an

infant establishment, and fostered only by an infant

patronage, the subscribers have chosen to consult

rather the strength and efficiency of their carriage!

than their elegance or beauty. As the country grows

oliler. and the patronage increases, they pledge them-

selves to improve both in the expedition of traveling

ami the style of their establishment. *' The writer

takes pleasure in bearing testimony to the fair fulfill-

ment of this pledge to improvements. The sound of

the tin horn at "11 a.m. Sunday" is still ringing

in his ears.

The travel did increase considerably from year to

year, but not very largely till the completion of the

New York canal in 1S"J.W;. The travel, as well as

commerce, did very materially increase from that

noted event. The travel through to Cincinnati and

south then became so wonderfully stimulated that the

proprietors of other principal hotels in Sandusky,

Colonel A. Root and others at Urbana and along the

line, about 18'2'i-T. put on a line of stages from San-

dusky, through Lower Sandusky (now Fremont),

Tiffin. Urbana and to Springfield, connecting there

with the line from Columbus to Cincinnati. This

was through a still more newly settled region and un-

improved roads. It was nevertheless kept up for

several years, till the travel and business were di verted

to a different point ami a more easy mode of travel.

MKK< HAXDISE, ETC.

The transportation of merchandise to the interior

of the State and south did not increase very largely

till the opening of the New York canal. From that

date the increase was very marked. Sandusky was

then the only point on the southern shore of the lake

at which merchandise ami property for the interior

ami south, was, or could be landed. So manifest

was this sudden influx of freight for Cincinnati, and

further south, that two business men of that city,

Oill A Gregory, came to Sandusky at once, put up the

large stone block on the corner of Water street and

Jackson street slip, built a dock, and did a large share

of the forwarding business. The condition of busi-

iies.- in Sandusky in lS-,'8 is well set forth by a corre-

spondent in the city, in an article published in Kil-

bourn's Ohio (.'a.'/t.n; published in 18^!». Having

described the situation of the town, he proceeds:

"In the town are seven common mercantile stores,

a drug store, a printing office, hesides the usual me-

chanics, good public houses, etc. Here is also a shin

yard where ship-building is carried on to a consider-

I able extent. Also, an extensive rope walk. Here,
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also, are eight or nine wharves, alongside of which

steamboats and other vessels, navigating the lake,

load and unload, as this is the great point of landing

and embarkation between the Mississippi country and

the State of New York; and us the several steamboats

navigating Lake Erie between Buffalo and Detroit,

regularly stop here to land and receive passengers;

and also, as it has the k'st harbor on the southern

shore of Lake Erie between Buffalo and Detroit, it

has become a town of considerable importance. By a

stntement in the newspaper printed here, it appears

there were four hundred and thirtv-nine arrivals of

vessels at this port during the year 1828; and during

the same period one thousand six hundred and

twenty-three large wagons uveraging a ton each, were

loaded by the commission merchants here, with dry

goods and groceries, for merchants in the interior of

Ohio, for Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee,

Alabama, Arkanas and Missouri."

The writer fully indorses the substantial accuracy

of this statement in the Gazetteer, and adds several

particulars.

1. During all this time, Sandusky Bay and the

entrance into it were wholly in their natural condi-

tion. Not a dollar had been expended for their im-

provement; while the mouths of the rivers, for most

part of the time in the business season, were closed

up by sand bars, which, at times, were so high and

compact that loaded wagons often passed across them.

2. The writer remembers to have frequently seen

boxes of goods, marked for different places in the

interior, and southern portions of this State, and the

several States mentioned by the correspondent of the

Gazetteer.

3. Scores of large, wide-tyre wagons, with four to

six horse teams to each, arranged for the night on the

public parks and vacant lots around the parks.

4. The ship yard referred to was first established by

Capt. William .Tones, from Black River, with his

gons. He built several large schooners and steam-

boats. He continued the business until the Ohio

canal was so far completed, and the mouth of the

Cuyahoga river, so much improved that Cleveland

became the point of landing goods, designed for the

interior and the south, when Captain Jones left

Sandusky, and carried on the same business in Cleve-

land. Ship building has nevertheless been carried on

at Sandusky, more or less, by Captain Dibble. Stewart

Bell. Captain Monk and others. The travel to and

through Sandusky has been largely increased by the

attractions in the islands in Lake Erie, and the jieu-

insula on main land, as places of summer resort -for

health, and for holding religious meetings and con-

ventions of various kinds. These health and pleas-

ure seekers began, many years ago, to visit the is-

lands. Mr. Kelley first built a house of entertain-

ment to meet this demand. But the tide set so

rapidly to Put-in-Bav I-land. that the enterprising

hotel keeper, Mr. West, soon constructed a large

commodious public house on that island. To him.

doubtless, belongs the credit, more than to any other

! one man of attracting large companies of visitors.

He took the lead, and others followed. Mr. West

now keeps the Junction hotel at the Shelby Junction,

the Put-iii-Bay house having been burned down, and

not yet re-built, though the Beebe house is still iu

I

blast* and accommodations are extensive. The de-

lightfully fitted up. of what is called " Lake Side,"

on the peninsula, also attracts large parties for pleas-

ure and health, but this is used mostly for holding

religious and Sabbath school assemblages.

OUOWTII A XI) POPULATION.

The growth of the place, in wealth and iM)pulation,

has not been rapid, but generally quite slow, yet con-

stant. This is really unaccountable, in view of its

many superior natural advantages; but the cause is

easily explained. It is attributable mainly to a single

and notable occurrence, which constitutes a very im-

portant part of the historical record of the city.

Sandusky City, as already stated, is located on the

south shore of Sandusky bay, on ground gradually

rising from the shore to the distance of sixty to sev-

enty rods, to the central parks, where the ground is

level for some distance, and theu very slightly descends

to the south ami east, without a single obstruction to

the opening of streets, or the erection of buildings,

to any desirable distance, even beyond the enlarged

bounds of the city. The bay is eighteen miles in

length, furnishing ample room for the safe and con-

venient anchorage of all the water craft that could

ever be required for commercial and naval purposes, at

the same time, without being crowded; with easy en-

trance and egress from and to the lake, and also afford-

ing space for cheap and convenient wharfage for a

distauce of three to four miles, and even further, if

needed. There was no other natural harbor within

the State, on the shore of the lake. It had no possi-

ble natural rival.

Had all these natural advantages, and facilities for

all branches of business remained as nature left them,

Sandusky, beyond all question, would have been at

this day, equal at least in population ami business to

those of Cleveland and Toledo united. What, then,

occurred to interrupt and frustrate tin-, naturally in-

evitable event ? To the general public of the present

generation the question is unanswerable. Let us. then,

' make inquiry.

As early as ls'JO, the subject began to be agitated

of connecting the waters of Lake Erie and the Ohio

river by a canal. As a re-nlt. the mind of the people

generally became rived upon a single route, the rentml
one, as manifestly presenting the shortest, the most

direct, and the least expensive. That was. therefore,

the only one thought of, by all intelligent citizens, iu

all parts of the State.

At length a law was passed authorizing a survey

for this purpose, and commissioner- were appointed

to procure a survey and estimate, and report. Alfred

, Kelly, of Cleveland. Mieajah T. Williams, of Cinciu-
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nati, (-both members of the State Senate) and

Buckingham, of Putnam, opposite Zatiesville, were

appointed commissioners. They first employed the

services of James Geddes, a distinguished engineer,

of the State of New York, to make the proposed sur-

vey, estimate, etc. By direction, he made surveys

aud estimates of three routes. First, what was known

as the central, from the mouth of Scioto river, up the

valley of that river to the summit, and down the San-

dusky river to the lake. Second, the route which the

Ohio canal was finally located. Third, that known

a^ the Miami route, from Cincinnati to the Miami of the

lakes, or Maumee. The rejrort of this engineer was de-

eidely in favor of the central route, as the most di-

rect, the shortest, and the least expensive: the sum-

mit of which was.also several hundred feet lower than

those of the others. This report was uot satisfactory

to the commissioners, especially to Kelly and Wil-

liams. It was well understood by these public officers,

that us nature had arrauged it, the northern termina-

tion of the route of the carrying trade between the

lake and the river, was as sure of being at Sandusky,

as the daily rising of the sun. The termination of

the canal there, would be only following the lead of

providence, and add to the already decided advan-

tages then existing. Therefore, something most de-

cisively efficient must be done to change the order of

nature, by fixing the northern termination of the

main canal at the mouth of Cuyahoga river, and there

construct artificial works in place of a harbor. The
first step towards the accomplishing of that object,

must necessarily be the discharge of Judge Geddes,

who, doubtless, was unwilling to ruin his character

as a civil engineer by a compliance with the wishes of

the commissioners. Geddes was, therefore, dismissed,

and another engineer from New York State, Judge

Bates, was engaged to aid iu their scheme of fraud.

The rejtortof the commissioners the next year, recom-

mended the construction of two canals instead of one.

One to commence at Portsmouth, thence up the

Scioto valley to a point eleven miles below Columbus,

thence a diagonal route leading over two summits,

instead of one, and terminating at the mouth of Cuy-

ahoga river; and the other, the Miami route, termi-

nating at Cincinnati, aud the Miami of the lakes. At.

the same time, they recommended the improvement of

the Muskingum river, by slack water navigation

from its entrance into the Ohio, up to Zunesville.

All this was by agreement of the commissioners, by

which the residence of each officer would be especially

benefitted. To accomplish their purpose, it will be

noticed, it was made the interest of the representa-

tive.- of the counties through or near which one or

the other of the canals was to pass, and the votes

of the old counties on the Muskingum river, were

secured by the work on that river. To make sure,

also, of the vote of Franklin county, and the influ-

ence of the capital, a feeder was to be opened from

the poiut of divergence from t he Scioto valley, up to

Columbus, eleven miles.

KEASONS titVEX.

I

As already stated, there was a sufficient number of

votes in the legislature, by fixing motives of interest in

them, yet it was deemed necessary and expedient, to

j

place on record some reasons for this unexpected and

extraordinary change and measure. Several reasons

were set forth in their reports: 1. The first and prin-

cipal pretext for the abandonment of the most direct,

the shortest and least ex|>ensive route was, '•insuffi-

ciency of water on the summil of that route." This

was obviously a mere pretext. Water was as abun-

dant on that route as on either of the lines adopted.

Reservoirs were indispensable on all the routes, and

on the Cleveland route two were necessary; and the

reservoirs on both the lines chosen were to cost double

of that on the central route.

2. To fortify their claim of want of sufficient

water on the Sandusky route, they were very particu-

lar to enumerate all the sources of waste of water

from the reservoir, such as "leakage, soakage, absorp-

tion and evaporation." These causes of waste, un-

doubtedly, exist to a greater or less extent, in all

artificial bodies of water, but the commissioners

did not feel bouud to mention the fact that the

reservoir on the central route would bo wholly

exempt from waste of water from all the causes

mentioned, save the single one of "evaporation."

The subsoil of the gravel to be covered by the

reservoir, would be an "impervious blue clay;"

but this important fact was carefully concealed by the

crafty commissioners. They also failed to report that

the reservoir on this route would necessarily be upon

prairie lands, no timber to rot and decay, to produce

diseases in the neighborhood, as on the other routes.

3. Another reason assigned for the opening of two

canals through the State, in place of one was, that a

much larger number of farmers would be benefitted,

a canal being thereby brought "to every man's door."

4. It was reported that an ample harbor could be

constructed at the month of Cuyahoga river, at a

moderate outlay of, sav sixty thousand dollars. This

amount is given by memory; it may fall a little short

or be a little in excess.

But, as before stated, the members of the assembly

were not influenced by any of these fictitious reasons.

The scheme had been carefully and shrewdly arranged

to fix and make sure votes enough to carry out the

plan. The votes were given to promote their own
interests, and those of their constituents. The large

minority of the people were to be made to pay for

their own lo«, and build up the waste places of the

State. No argument was needed on the lloor of either

house. The requisite votes were pledged outside.

The character of the transaction was fully discussed,

and pointed out, at the time, in the Smi'litsky Chtriuu,

by the editor and correspondents. The writer remem-
bers that, iu one of his own communications on the

subject, it was urged that the scenes enacted on the

pa-sage of the bill were only the exhibition of what
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had been in rehearsal for week* or months before the

exhibition, which was emphatically true.

Thus the State was involved in a debt of millions

and millions of dollars, in amount three or four times

larger than what the single central route would have

cost; and t enormous debt, after the lapse of over a

half century, /* still unpaid, to the amount of six mil-

lions. And. at this time, the Slate is in utter per-

plexity what to do with its two long canals, neither of

which has ever paid the interest on its cost. The

wisest of our public men are unable to determine what

can be done with them, some advising to wholly aban-

don them as entirely worthless, and waste no more

money upon them. Instead of the sixty thousand dol-

lars, the State has expended from ten to twenty times

that amount, and the general government has con-

tributed thousands to the same object; and yet it is

not in a condition to answer the demands of the busi-

ness unnaturally brought there; and the narrow river,

all around the "Ox How," wholly inadequate to meet

the wants of commerce, every craft that enters must

either h(t>k out. or warp around with line or other-

Wise. To remedy the still existing insufficiencies, the

general government is. from time to time, making

large appropriations to make additional improvements

and to aid in constructing an artificial harbor in the

open lake; and. even with that addition, the whole

works will not be equal to the natural advantages and

facilities existing at Sandusky.

Now. it is evident to nil. that, had the central

route alone been opened, terminating in Sandusky

bay, Sandusky City, at this moment, would have been

much larger in population and in all kinds of busi-

ness than Cleveland now is. and probably larger than

Cleveland and Toledo united; and the State and na-

tional government would have U-en exempt from the

heavy contributions to create artificial facilities for

milking a city, contrary to the ordinance of nature,

and to provide unnatural commercial privileges for it.

At Sandusky there would have U-en no call for State or

uational aid to any considerable amount, and no neces-

sity for burdening the citizens with large contribution*,

or with heavy taxes, to grade high bluff* to get to and

from the place of commercial business and travel,

to fill up valleys, ravines or -wails to make suitable

ground for streets and buildings, or to extend the

bound* of the city, or yet. for the construction of via-

ducts, the enormone figures of two and a half millions

of dollars, nor. indeed, for any other improvements

by way of supplying the deficiencies of nature.

RAII.UOAhS.

A very large part of the through travel and carry-

ing trade having Iteen thus diverted from Sandii-kv

by opening the Ohio canal, t hi- citizens anil the in-

habitant* of the westerly parts of the State turned

their attention to railroads. Charters were secured

for two, one for a line from Sandusky to Dayton,

first called the Mad River and Lake Erie, (now the

Cincinnati. Sandusky and Cleveland), and the other

from Sandusky to Newark, known as the Sandusky,

Mansfield and Newark (now the northern division of

the Baltimore and Ohio). Both of these terminate

at Sandusky. The northern division of the Lake
Shore Road passes through the city. The road to

Newark was first built only to Monroeville. and was

constructed by bedding large logs in the ground,

hewed flat on the top. and scantling spiked to the

logs. Light coaches were moved by horse power

—

two horses in single file. A few years sufficed to fin-

ish up this device.

The Mad Kiver line was commenced in 18:15.

Abut IS39 it was finished to Bellevue, and a stage line

put on from that point to Columbus, which was trans-

ferred to Republic and Tiffin respectively as the road

progressed. As the line was extended, it drew an in-

creased amount of travel and freight business. When
completed to Dayton, much the largest part of the

business to the south was reclaimed from the Cleve-

land line. The opening of the line toward and to

Newark had a similar effect. This re-division was so

mauifest and complete, that the Cleveland lfrrnhl

earnestly called the attention of the business men of

that city to the fact, and admonished them that with-

out a railroad from their city to the south, the travel

and carrying trade would inevitably be done through

Sandusky. This produced the desired effect. A
j

railroad was made in quick time to Columbus, con-
' netting there with the Little Miami road to Cincin-

|

nati. Instead, however, of locating it on the most
direct course to Columbus, it was shrewdly given a

southwesterly course to Crestline and Gabon, with

the purpose of cutting off business from Sandusky
and carrying it to their city. The intended end was.

in fact, secured by the plan, and Cleveland was sa\ed

from a quick s'.nd ruinous decline, and again checked

the prospects of the more rapid growth of her only

rival city. All this time, the rapid increase of the

prospects of the growth of Cleveland had attracted

the attention of capitalists, and rescued that city from

threatened disaster, and it has grown to its present

dimension- and Splendor.

The present inhabitants of Cleveland are not ac-

countable for the monstrous fraud committed, or the

wrong done to Sandusky, to the wh.de of the central

north of the State, and. indeed, to the whole State,

but they are enjoying their present prosperity as a
direct result of the original stupendous fraud of Kelly

and Williams, and have hitherto, and are still, de-

pendent upon the State and Nation for aid in build-

ing up their city, in spite of the vastly superior

advantages in every respect of a neighboring city.
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F. I>. PARISH.

F. D. Parish (Francis Drake) was boru in Naples

(then Middletown), Ontario county. New York. De-

cember 20. lT9fi; second son of Klishaand Lois Wilder

Parish.

During his early infancy his parents removed to a

new farm in the central part of South Bristol, the

town next north of Naples, in the same county.

Upon this farm he grew to manhood, assisting in its

improvement and cultivation.

In the spriug of 182<>, he emigrated to Columbus.

Ohio, entered the law office of a near relative, in

which he read law for two years. In May, IS'i'i, he

was admitted to the bar, and in the same month he

settled and opened a law office in Sandusky City, then

in Huron, but now in Erie county. That city was

his post office address for over a half century; during

the greater portion of that time he was engaged in the

practice of his profession. In 1852, however, he re-

i tired from the practice, mostly on account of a grow-

ing disease in the throat, though it did uot prore to be

as serious ats was at first apprehended. After that

date he passed must of his time upon a farm near the

city, and upon which he resided from 1866 to 1873.

In the fall of that year, having rented his farm, he

removed to Oberlin, Lorain county, Ohio, whece he

still resides.

Though the throat complaint mentioned is uot en-

tirely healed, it was greatly relieved and benefitted by

his exercise in the open air: and doubtless he has pro-

longed his life for many years by leaving the profes-

sion, and by his outdoor exercise. His health is other-

wise good, and the vitality and vigor of hody and mind
are continued to him.
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VERMILLION.

This township was named after the principal river

emptying into the lake through it* territory, and is

bounded on the north by Lake Erie; south by Flor-

ence and Berlin townships; east by Brownhelm town-
ship, Lorain county; and west by the township of

Berlin. The surface of the township is level in the

northern portion, while in the south part it is broken
with alternate sandy ridges and low land*. The soil

is variable, and embraces sandy loam, gravel and clay

marl. Numerous stone quurries abound in the town-
ship, which produce an excellent quality of .stone.

Iron ore has also been found in jurying quantities.

STRE.V MS.

These are the Vermillion, La Chapelle, and Sugar
creek. The first and largest of these rises in Ash-
land county; runs north through the eastern part of

Huron and western part of Lorain counties, emptying
into Lake Erie near the east line of Vermillion town-

ship. It was named by the Indians, iu consequence

of a paint which they found along its hanks. Sugar
creek was so named from the fact that a mound stood

at its mouth which resembled a sugar loaf, and also

that the Indians made sugar from the extensive sugar
orchards along the stream. La Chapelle rises in

Huron county, and passes through the townships of

Wakeman. Florence, and Vermillion.

ORIGINAL OWNERS.

For explanation of the following table the reader is

referred to the history of Wakeman township:

VERMILLION. TOWN NUMBER SIX. IN RANGE TWENTY.

C'LAsaiFicAnos No 1. Sicno* I.

Oriuinol 0TWt*4M. Am i Im» Clarified by.

No. 3.

£ *.

Simon Wolcott SUS3 9
Glle« Miiroforil 44 0
Bml*el Harris 24 19
Oe< 'Ori- Ncwcoiub 23* I

Elizabeth Muuib IV 19
Our Rlchanls a Sons *!1 S
Altio* Lester 18 II
E<U-i ! . IS 1

Jam"* Young IS 2
Lvilla Avery 15? 12
Widow Nelaon I"

d.

J
0
J
LI

i

''

I
I

II

Guy

K.K.Iingor

en".!™-*™!. No. if. tmmm 2

Oriy,,.,,! Otmfm Am i Lo*. Ctnuifird by

Da% ill Mnrnr
i #. *
;k. t Guy Richards

Jeremiah" Brown IM •i

Luilowii k I 'harnnlin II « 10
Nathaniel Coil, Jr 11 l"> 10 M
Jownh I).-«l,..n

8an»li Eduioud
inn 1 o M H
N I <j M M

John 0<»-ker M it t H M
Nathaniel Hum. •i 5 0 M .*

Jt.hn Il«rri*2d u 1

•
11

.

.

M
Waller Harri. i: 10
Gra.-.- Harris *>
Di.slate Little-

Rii hard Latum, r '.V
if

•»

Lewi. Min..r ri 4 ii

ChriKiojihfr Prince 512 i 8 M

Fovtlng of (. la-aifltalloii So. 2. £1.344

Am t cu
a 1. d.
550 11 ?•44 0
19 l« 1
85 4 II

M 19 fi

MB 2 7
12 11 9
IS 4 7

« II 0
;s l«
»4 » 0*

£1.344 7 0

Am 1 Ck
e a *'
*» 4m • 34
it 9 10
15 15 10
|U) 1

*i 1 •
M 13 a

i S D
1 II

17 N |U
2!» 0 H

JOT ii

,i> n 8
n 4

31* la 1014

CUM 7

Original oVimfee*

Wiilow Nelson
Roger Gibson
William Colt
JoneLh HarrU. Jr.
Stephen Colver
John Gordon
Jonallian Colfax
Robert Manwartag
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SETTLEM KNT.

The following is principally from the sketches pub
lished in the Pioneer by William H. ('nine and Hon.
Benjamin Summers: " William Hadd y came in 1S0S;

William Austin, ("ieorge and .lohn Sherarts, Knoch
Smith, and Horatio Perry in 180'J; Almon Ruggles,
Solomon Parsons. Benjamin Brooks, Barlow St urges.

Deacon John Beardsley. and James Cuddeback in

1810. Peter Cuddeback and others in 1811. They
came with teams principally."

Captain William Austin located about half a milo
west of the mouth of Vermillion river. T is said

that he often held Commodore 0. H. Perry on his

knee when a baby. Captain A. was a man of energy,
and built one of the first boats launched from thes**

shore*, and sailed her before and during the war of
1812. He died many yea is since. The children were:
John, (ieorge, William, Jedediah, Sally, Betsey,

Nancy, and Poll v.

George Sherrats was from Pennsylvania, and located
some half a mile west of Captain Austin's. H,. was
esteemed as industrious, honest and pious. an ,| „,, r.x .

i-ellent. citizen. The children were: Christina. Betsey,

Catharine, George, Jr.. Polly, Rebecca, Jacob. John,
Hun null. Rachel, Barbara and Sophia.

John Sherarts and wife, Elizabeth, located on the
hike shore, about half a mile west of the river, where
they remained until |S|s, when they removed from
the township. The children were: Mary, Betsey.

(•4-id

Digitized by Google



HISTORY OF nURON AN

Catharine. David, Caroline, John, Jane and An-

gel in e.

Enoch Smith settled on the ridge where Henry

Todd now lives (lot three, section two). He after-

ward* removed to Florence township. The children

were: William. Rebecca, Laura, Lyman, Amanda,

Henry and John.

Horatio Perry came from Cleveland and settled on

the farm next west of Captain Austin's. He married

Miss Prentiss, who died young, leaving a daughter,

Sophia. When thirty years of age, he Itecame so

broken down with hard work that he was compelled

lo cease farm labor. He married Miss Smith and re-

moved to Elvria, Lorain county.

Hon. Almon Ruggles, who was the surveyor of the

Fire-lunds, settled on the lake shore, midway In-tween

Vermillion ami Huron rivers. In 1808, he married

Miss Annis Dibble, of Brookfield, Connecticut, by

whom <>ne child (Rebecca) was born previous to lo-

cating in Ohio. Judge Ruggles for many years acted

as land agent for the proprietors of the Fire-lands.

After the organization of Huron county, he was its

first recorder. This was in !8o9. He was appointed

associate judge of Huron county in 1 >> 1 5, State sena-

tor in 1816, and re-elected in 1818. In 1824 he was

elected representative. Judge Ruggles was not famous

as. an orator, but possessed good, practical abilities,

and in all positions of honor, trust or profit filled by

him, he gave general satisfaction. He built a mill

for the proprietors iu 1809. This was uear the south

line of Florence township, on the Vermillion river,

and was soon carried away by high water. In 1811-

12, he built a mill near the northeast corner of Flor-

ence township, on La Chapellc creek, which was a

great benefit to the settlers for many miles around.

His wife died in 1815, leaving two children, Rebecca

and Betsey, and he married Mrs. Rhoda Ruck, by

whom two children were born, Charles and Richard.

Judge Ruggles died July 17, 1*40, aged seventy years.

His second wife died in 1851.

Solomon Parsons came with wife and children from

Delaware county. New York. He was advanced in

life, and Mrs. Parsons died early in 1812. The chil-

dren were: Levi, Burton. Ira, Sarah and Phcha, who
resided in Vermillion for many years, the sons hold-

ing many offices of responsibility both in the town-

ship and county.

Benjamin Brooks, with a ftfhiily. consisting of a

wife and three children, settled on the farm next

east of George Sherarts', afterwards occupied by a

sou. Mr. Brooks was a captive amongst the Indians

for many years in his younger days, and well ac-

quainted with their manners, customs and traditions.

He died a few years subsequent to locating in Ver-

million, leaving three children: Jonathan. Joseph

and Betsey.

Captain Barlow Sturges and wife, Eunice, with a

son, Frederick, and his wife. Charlotte, settled at the

mouth of the Vermillion river, where they opened a

hotel and established a ferry. Captain Sturges died
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a few years subsequent to settlement, and the son in

1818. They were seafaring men, of good abilities

and generous impulses.

Deacon John Beardsley settled on lot number twelve,

in the second section. He was a good and useful man,

and fully devoted to his Christian duties. He first

introduced religious meetings into the different neigh-

borhoods round about, by holding reading meetings,

which he conducted by singiug, prayers, reading a

sermon, etc.. and which, in the absence of regular

clergy, was very beneficial in keeping up the form,

and, to some extent, the spirit of religion, and steady-

ing the ark of the Lord in the wilderness.

Deacon Beardsley died of lockjaw, in the year

1831. His children were: Philo, Joseph Smith and

Clement, Sophia, Joseph Smith the second. Harriet,

Seth, Maria, John and Irene. James Cuddeback set-

tled half a mile west of the river. He was indus-

trious, prudent and au honest citizen. He died many
years since; children: Rhoda, Hannah, James, Emily,

Sarah and Paulina. The son, who was a deaf mute,

was run over by the cars at Vermillion, in the spring

of 1862.

Peter Cuddeback and his wife Jane were of the

Dutch stock of the Mohawk, and settled two miles

west of the -river. Uncle Peter and aunt Janey were

noted far and wide for thrift and unbounded hospi-

tality. Although their children, to the number of

near a dozen, were usually at the family board, scarcely

ever did they fail, for a meal, to also supply the want

of visitors, travelers, immigrants, or any others who
would partake of their good cheer. They had enough

for each and for all: and it seemed to be the peculiar

delight of aunt Janey to cook for and wait on her

friends, and she counted all strangers and new-comers

as such, as well as those of longer standing. Peter

Cuddeback died in 1833. The children were: James

J.. Polly, Sallie, Hiram, Fanny, Nathan, Norman,

Jane and Permilla.

Rufus Judson located in Vermillion in 181 1 or 1812.

He was a blacksmith and farmer. He had four sons:

Charles P., Wakeman, Eli S.. and George. Mrs.

Judson, an excellent woman, was lost on the Lake

while returning from Buffalo.

The foregoing are all who may lie strictly consid-

ered pioneers. Among later settlers are: About 1815,

a man named Wilcox built a cabin on the north half

of lot number two in the second section, where he re-

mained a short time. Jonah Barton, and his son, Jo-

nah. Jr., built a cabin about the same time, near the

center or lot number oleven, in the same section.

The old gentleman went, some years after, to reside

with his children in Milan, and died there. Jonah,

Jr.. married Hannah Allen, and became a resident of

the ridge, just east of the cemetery, where he diet! in

1833, leaving several children.

A man named Burroughs made an ojtening and

raised a house in the southeast corner of lot number

one. He left the county in 1818. Samuel and Jesse

Sandtrs settled near where Sugar creek crosses the
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north ridge, us early as 1815 or 1810, and Benjamin

Duraud. a little farther west on the same ridge.

Almon Keeler and wife. Mahitahcl, were from

Newtown, Connecticut, and settled next east of Rufus

Judson, about 1816 or 1817. He was killed by the

fall of a tree about 1821 or 1822, leaving a wife and

four children.

In the spriug of 181?, Eli Winton moved into the

house built by Wilcox. He was a miller. During

the winter of 1817 or 1818 he moved to the block

house ou lot number three. The children were seven

in number. About this time John Miller, a sailor,

from Connecticut, settled on La Chapelle creek,

about a mile from'the lake. He had two sons: John
and Isaac, who were mighty hunters. A daughter,

Ann. married Joseph Brooks.

In November. Mark Summers, also from Newtcwn,

located in the township. His wife was Dinah Bots-

ford. He was possessed of sufficient mechanical

genius to make anything in wood and iron, from a

nail to rifle, gun. lock, stock and barrel, and from

a rake tooth to an old-fashioned bull plow. His wife

died in 1842: he, in 1855, aged ninety years. Children:

Sally; Benjamin, who succeeded Esquire Wells in

(he justiceship for six years, was, for a few years, as-

sociated judge of the district, before and at the time

Erie was set off, and twice represented the Fire-lands

district in the lower house of assembly; Betsey and
John.

Philo Wells. Esq.. was from Dutchess county,

New York. His wife was Hannah Lewis, from

Connecticut. Settled in the township in 1818. He
is still living. His wife died in 1848, and he married

for his second, Mrs. Smith, also from Connecticut.

The children were: George, Lewis, Wheeler, Eliza

and Kmeliuc. Lewis is at present in the mercantile

business at Vermillion village.

Joel Crane, Esq., first settled in Florence, near the

south line of Vermillion, and subsequently in this

township. His wife was Olive Mitchell. The children

were: Simeon M.. Ann. Edward and William H., who
married Harriet Chandler. Joel Crane died in 1844,

and his wife in 18.5?.

Captain Harris and his wife were aged when they

located in Vermillion. The four children that came

with him were: Amos, who liecame a physician, set-

tled in Milan, married Miss Goodrich, reared a fam-

ily, and died in 1843: Abagatl, who married Rev.

John Moutcith, afterward connected with Klyria

schools; Abraham, removed westward; and Delpha,

who married Rev. Mr. Burbank.

Jesse Ball tirst se tt led on 'the lake shore. He mar-

ried Susan Gilbert. Eleven children were born to

them; Horace. Orissa. Sally. Susan, Je-se. Jr., Eli.

Julia. Ann, Harriet. Eliza and Emily.

Benjamin Munn and wife settled ou the North

ridge, uear Sugar creek. He died a few years later,

and his widow returned East.

Amason Washburn married Sallie Whitney, and

located in Vermillion township in lSl'.t. He united

blacksuiithiug and farming, and by persevering in-

dustry and frugality obtained a competence. The

children were: Wheeler, David L., who married Irena

Beardsley; Charles, who married Sally Ball; Marietta,

who married Benajah Butler; Benjamin S., who mar-

ried Sarah Brobeck; Betsey, who married James Moi-

doff; Delpha. who married John Harrison: James,

who married Webster, and Amason, Jr.

Capt. Josiah S. Peltou located in Vermillion in

1818. He was originally from near Hartford, Con-

necticut, but had removed to Euclid, Cuyahoga

county (where his wife died), previous to finally set-

tling in Vermillion. He had been in the West India

trade as captain of a trading vessel. He was far ad-

vanced iu life, and ill prepared to begin life iu a new

couutry. although he was possessed of tine talents,

and quite extensively read. The oldest son, Josiah

S.. Jr., became the manager and main support of the

family, and being a good financier, became compar-

atively wealthy. He married Mrs. Sophia Leonard,

of Buffalo, New York. The remainder of the chil-

dren are: Allen, who married Funny Cuddeback:

Sylvester A., who married Eunice Sturges; Austin,

who married Sarah Sturges; Franklin, who married

Eliza Davis: Pho-be, who married Anson Cooi>er:

:

Charlotte, who married I.«evi
#
Parsous; and Lucy, who

, became the wife of John Miller. Of later settlers,

Moses Tod came from East Haven, Connecticut, to

:
Vermillion, arriving May 28, 1835. He purchased

the farm first owned by Enoch Smith. Mr. Todd
died December 22, 1848, aged eighty-three. Mrs.

Todd died in 185?, aged eighty-nine. The children

arc: Sarah. Woodward, Henry. Charlotte D., and

Isaac and Kneeland (twins), who are all yet living.

F1KST EVENTS.

The first white child born in the township of Ver-

million was John Sherrats. in 1800. He grew to man-
hood and removed to Van Buren county, Michigan.

The first couple married was Catherine Sherarts to

Bud Martin, in the spring of 1814. Both are now
dead.

The first death was that of a stranger—name not

known—at the house of Barlow Sturges, in the win-

ter of 1810-11. The following year the wife of Solor

mon Parsons died. This was the first death of an

j

actual settler in Vermillion.

The first house in the township was erected in

18itS. by William Roddy. It was of logs, and stood

on the lake shore, near the mouth of the river, and

the second by Captain William Austin, a short dis-

tance wc»t.

Peter Ciuhkback built the tirst frame house, in

1818. In 1821, Captain Austin built a stone house,

the first iu the township, and to Horatio Perry be-

longs the honor of having erected the first brick

house in the township.

Through the efforts of Judge Ruggles. a post office

I was early established in Vermillion. Judge Ruggles,

I it is thought, was the first commissioned postmaster.
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The mails were carried on foot, first. I>y it Mr. Leach.

The present postmaster is Henry Buxtine.

The first orchard was planted in 1813, by Peter

C'uddeback, on the farm afterwards occupied by his

sou, J. .1. C'uddeback.

Captain William Austin opened the first public

house, says Win. II. Crane, at or near the mouth of

the river. At present (1871*) there is but one hotel

in the township. This is the "Lake House," located

in the village, W. I. Irish, proprietor.

C. P. Judson put in the first stock of goods. His

store was located in the village. At present the

business houses are as follows: Lewis Wells, and
Delker ..v. Englebreeht, dry goods, etc.: Ed Kane
and John King, groceries; Dr. F. C. McCotinelly

and others, drugs; a hardware, furniture, jewelry

and several millinery stores, with a number of boot

and shoe and blacksmith shops.

ORGANIZATION.

The first record of an election bear* date April

ISIS. It was held at the residence of Hun. Almon
Ruggles, whd was elected township clerk. Peter

C'uddeback ami James Prentiss were judges of the

election, which resulted as follows: Francis Keyes,
John Bcardsley, and Rufus Judson, trustees; Peter

C'uddeback, treasurer; Jeremiah Van Bensehoter and
Horatio Perry, overseers of the poor; Peter Cudde-
back and Francis Keyes, fence viewers: Peter Cuddc-
back, lister ami appraiser; Stephen Meeker, appraiser;

George Shcrr.its. Francis Keyes, William Van Beu-
«hot< r, and James Prentiss, supervisors.

Mr. C'uddeback seems to have curried off the honors
of office on tins <n-ca>i. hi, probably with great opposi-
tion, as the emoluments were nothing and the public

crib empty; in fact, it mu soon after resolved that all

towns hip officers perform their duties free of expense
to the township.

The township officers for lST'.i are: John 11. Fat-
her, Jesse Ball, and S. A. Pelton, trustees: Otis M.
Tilden. clerk; Franklin Pelton, treasurer; David 11a-

ber, assessor; Conrad Nuhm, L. W. Chumpnev, and
L. P. Walker, constables; Otis H. Tilden. M. J." Trin-
ter, and Lemuel Goldsmith, justices of the peace; and
eight supervisors.

CHI i« II K>.

The first religious meeting was held at the house of

Captain William Austin in the spring of 1810, by the
Rev. Joseph Badger, who was one of the earliest mis-

sionaries in northeastern Ohio, ami identified with
the churches during the first twenty-five years of set-

tlement. The first church organized in the township
was the Congregational, February 40, is IS. The first

meeting house was built near the center of the town-
ship in the spring of 1848, and on the 24d day of

May, the same year, the first pastor, Rev. Harvey
Lyon, was installed. The first class of the Methodist
Kpiscopai Church was formed in the fall of 1831.

Members: John Myers and wife. Miss Zttba Jack>on.

and subsequently Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Julia Sum-
mers, wife of Hon. Benjamin Summers. John My-

ers was the leader of the class. Rev. Henry 0.

Sheldon and Edward Thompson were the first min-

isters. There an- at present, in addition to the above,

four German churches, but of these we have no sta-

tistics.

SCHOOLS.

The first school house was built on the lake shore

in the spring of 1814. Miss Susan Williams taught

a term of school, the first in the township, the sum-

mer following the erection of the school house.

Among her scholars were: J. .). C'uddeback. Jacob

Sherarts and Joseph Brooks.

The village school district was made a special dis-

trict at the March meeting of the board of education

in 1831, and was re-organized in 1873. April 14th

of which year it was decided to erect a school build-

ing. Work was begun a* soon us practicable, and the

building was completed in 1S74. It is a substantial

brick structure, and cost, with grounds and furniture,

some eighteen thousand dollars. The school com-

prises three grades, primary, intermediate and gram-

mar, and employs four teachers.

The present board of education is composed of the

following: J. C. Gilchrist, president; Otis 11. Tilden,

clerk; II. O. Delker, treasurer; William McGraw
and (r. W. Livoo, directors.

SOCIETIES.

Ely Lodge, N... 444. F. and A. Masons. The
1 charter of this body was tanned November !•, lS'iK.

j

On September 7, IW0, the building was burned in

|
which the lodge convened, and with it the charter,

!
records, jewels and furniture. The present charter

was issued October 44, 1870, and contains the follow-

ing names: Dr. F. C. McCoil nelly, E. H. Anders,

'Thomas W. Given. Stephen Van Winkle, Homer
Diirand, R. Case. James Nicholl and Alfred Smith.

The officers on charter were: 10. II. Anders. \\. M.;

Dr. F. C. McCoiiuclly. S. W. ; Thomas W. Green,
J. W. The society has a present membership of

thirty-live, and is in a prosperons condition. It

meets on the first and third Wednesday of each
' month. The officers for 1S7!> are: Dr. F. C. Mc-
Connellv. W. M.; M. M. Pelton, S. \V.; J. J.

Patchet, J. W.; C. B. Summers, secretary; L. Body,
treasurer; H. Sturdevant. S. [).; B. Parsons, J. D.;
William Bolanis, tyler: W. S. Irish and Royal

Harris, stewards. Dr. McCounclly was the founder
of this lodge, and has occupied his present position

the greater part of the time smcc its formation.

Ko-ing Lodge No. 543, I. O. O. F.. was instituted

November 45, 18*3, with the following charter mem-
bers; .1. M. King, N. Fischer. V. Gerlach. Charles

Leimbach, .John Englebreeht, J. Krapp. A. Trinter,

Charles Nagle. M. Herman. C. Bachman. I* Body,
A. HeiiMier. J. Englebreeht, J. Schade and J. Miller.
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The officers on organization were: J. M. King, N.

G.:Y. Gerlach, V. G.; J. Krupp, P. Sec.; Charles

Nagle, R. Sec, and N. Fischer, treasurer. Preseut

membership, twenty-one; meetings. Thursday evening

of each week. The officers for 1879 are: A. Trinter,

N. G.; J. Gerlach, V. G.: C. Bachmau, R. S. f John
Englebrecht, P. S., and J. M. King, treasurer.

Temiierance societies have several times effected an

organization in the township. None are now in

operation.

PHYSICIANS.

The first to represent the medical profession in Ver-

million township was Dr. Strong, who came very

early, but of him we have no record.

Prominent among physicians of a later date was A.

E. Merrell, at present probate judge of Erie county.

F. C. McConnelly, M. D., begau his practice in

Vermillion, immediately after receiving his degree, in

1851. He soon acquired an extensive and lucrative

practice, which still continues. Two other physicians

reside in the township at present: B. F. Bond and A.

McMillan.

INllfSTKI.VL Pt KSl-IT>.

George Sherrats built, in the years 1809-10, the

first flouring mill in the township. This was pro-

pelled by hand, and commenced to grind wheat in

the spring of 1810. Shortly after, Peter Cuddeback

built a similar mill, and for three years or more the

inhabitants of this, and some of adjoining townships,

patronized these mills extensively. No other grist

mills have been built in the township.

The first saw mill was erected by Job Smith, on

La Chapelle creek, iu 1819.

In 183U or '31. Messrs. Ford, Sauford, Tracy and

others, of the Geauga Iron Company, put in operation

at Vermillion village the Huron Iron Compauy. This

grew to be an extensive business, and was in opera-

tion until 1855.

It was succeeded by the Vermillion furnace, under

the ownership of Philo Tildeu, who was afterward

associated with D. R. Paige. Some fifty thousand

dollars were invested iu the busiuess, aud an average

of sixty men employed. The furnace ceased business

iu 18G5.

Two cheese factories have hail an existence in the

township, and one is still in operation. This is what

is known as the Switzer factory, is located on lot

uuml>er three, in the second section, and began

business in April, 1877. with a patronage of one

hundred cows. Christopher . Bauman is the manu-

facturer. The milk is made into one cheese daily,

and these, when cured, are marketed in the cities of

New York, Philadelphia and Chicago. Fischer &

Company have a sash, door ami blind manufactory in

the village.

VERMILLION VILLAGE,

situated at the mouth of Vermillion river, was incor-

porated by a special act of legislature, iu 1837. The

first record of an election bears date April 6, 1839,

when the following were elected: Joseph B. Clarke,

mayor: William B. Andrews, recorder; Noah Loomis,

treasurer; Chris. Grover, A. W. Melsheimer, A. B.

Smith, Charles Burr and Barlow Sturges, trustees.

The officers for 1879 are: Charles B. Summers,

mayor; Otis M. Tildeu, clerk; Franklin Pelton.

treasurer; David Newbury, Henry Jackson, A. A.

Edson, Charles Martin, George Krapp and J. C.

Gilchrist, councilmen.

SHIPPING INTERESTS, ETC.

It was many years after settlement before anything

was done toward improving the harbor at the mouth

of the Vermillion river. Action was finally taken by

the government, and, in about 1841 or 184'.;. Major

Bonis came on and built a pier and dredged the chan-

nel, and several years later a light house was con-

structed and further dredging performed, giving some

fourteen feet of water in the channel.

The first, boat of any kind was built by Captain

William Austin, as early as 1815. She was named

the •"• Friendship," and was of. perhaps, thirty tons

capacity. We have no knowledge of her subsequent

career. After the harbor was improved, ship build-

ing was extensively prosecuted. Alva Bradley, now

of Cleveland, was, without doubt, the largest builder,

and, iu company with Ahira Cobb, constructed many
sail and steam crafts.

gitized by Google



FLORENCE.

ORIGINAL OWNERS.

For explanation of the following table the reader

is referred to the history of Lyme township:

FLORENTE, TOWN NUMBER FIVE, RANGE TWENTY.

Classification No. 1, Section 1.

Original Granite* Am' t Lou. Clauifled by. Am' I Clotted.

£ $. d. £ » d.
Al.ifrnil Armour BCD Isaac Bronsun * 0 0
Reuben Co* 33 16 4 • 33 1« 4
Jonathan Coe " " 40 10 5
Humph r»y Denton .... " " 78 19 li)

Isaac DaTls I " " 13 16 0
SflwiM Ferris " " 48 II 4
Josiah Ferris " " 20 3 4

Mosrs Ferris " " « 0 0
Ezra Finch " " WOO
Pack Ferris •' •' 6 10 0
Charles Green 187 12 f '. " 4 tl •
Abel Gould 113 16 i Jesup Wakeman 31 10 6U
Joseph Wakeman 16T 3 8 - 167 3 8
Abigail Hul.bel 178 13 4 " « 176 13 4"

Jahe* Thorp 147 18 0 " " 130 11 7W
Charles Green 107 li 4 Isaac Bronson 168 0 lOU
Nathaniel Benedict 3S9 13 3 Ebeneier Jesup. Jr. 46 8 6U
John Gregory. Jr. Ml 11 0 • " 176 1 0
Benj. Isaac h heirs 406 8 « " 00 6 4
Col 8tepb nSt.John713 6 7 " S3 10 10fc

Am't CUiued

No. 8.1

CloMiJled by.

Jesup Wakeman
>. 14

Original Grantee*. Am'l Lou.

£ $. d.
Jabez Thorp 147 18 0
Jonathan Dai-row 854 5 2
Samuel Squire 418 13 4
Col StephnSt. John 718 6 7
Aun Seymour 6 17 5

j

Timothv Whimsy 17 I I

Jarvls Eeliogg 8 8 9 !

I>>-slre Siscat 8 7 6
|

Man Lockwood 2 H 6
Cyriis Blssry 18 16 3
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NAME.

The name of the township was originally Jesup,

after Ebenezer Jesup, one of the original proprietors

of its soil. From some dislilce of the gentleman, the

name was subsequently, at a meeting by tho inhabi-

tants, changed to Florence.

PHYSICAL FEATURES.

The surface of the township is generally rolling.

The soil is a sandy loam, with a more clayey soil in

some portions. Sandstone underlies a considerable por-

tion of the township, and several quarries have been

opened. The King quarry, on lot number three, in

the third section, and one on the Vermillion, in the

first section, are the only quarries now worked to any

extent. The former is owned by Joseph King, and

was opened some thirty years ago. Grindstone were

formerly quite extensively made from this quarry.

The principal varieties of native timber were white-

wood, white oak, hickory, black walnut, chestnut,

beech, maple, cherry, ash and basswood.

The principal stream is the Vermillion river, which

heads in a little lake of the same name in Ashland
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county. The origin of the name is not known, hut

it is thought by some to have been derived from a

red clay found in many places along the banks of the

river. The stream flows through the eastern part of

the township, its general course being north, and

empties into Lake Krie. La Chapelle creek, the only

other water course in the township worthy of men-

tion, rises in Towuseud, and, entering Florence from

Wakeman about a mile and a quarter east of the west

town line, flows through the west part of the town-

ship, and finally into Lake Erie.

BAM E.

For a number of years after the arrival of the first

settler in Florence, deer, wolves, wild turkeys, and

smaller game too numerous to specify, were found in

great abundance. Bears, though not infrequent!;

seen, were not so numerous as in more marshy town-

ships. The honor of killing the first bear naturally

fell to Richard Brewer and Christopher Shaeffer, two

of the best shots in the county. Shaeffer was out

with his gun one evening, when a bear suddenly loped

across his path a short distance in front of him. .Inst

as he raised his rifle to fire, a litfle snow dropped

from the branch of a small tree abo\e him upon the

barrel of his gun. obscuring the sight, and the bear

got away. The next morning he obtained the assist-

ance of Brewer, and with two good dogs they trac ked

the bear into Berlin, where they found him ip a marsh.

The bear ran to a log, which he had no sooner reached

than Brewer fired, hut only wounding, not killing,

him. The report of the gun was the signal for the

onset of the dogs. They seized the animal as he tried

to escape, but. wcro being badly worsted in I be en-

counter, when Brewer grabbed tha bear by the fur

and plunged a hatchet, into his head. He released

the dn^s, ji'se upon bis hind legs, gave one piercing

howl, and fell over on his back dead. The bear was

an unusually large one, the flesh on his sides, it is

said, measuring six inches. Shaeffer subsequently

killed a bear in Florence, the only one ever killed in

the township. He has probably killed more deer

than any man in the county, often following them by

day and by night. He killed by actual count one

thousand deer, after which he kepi no record. The
last year that he hunted, and when deer were less

numerous than formerly, he shot seventy. One

method of his hunt at night was l<> li\ up a torch of

some kind which would attract the deer within range

of his gun.

SETTLEMENT.

The lirst family that settled in the township was

that of Ezra Spragne. Mr. Sprague was born in Al-

ford. Berk-hire county, Massachusetts, March 27,

Ks.*>. anil emigrated to Ohio in lso?. The same year

he married Harriet A. Griswokl, of Windsor town-

ship. Ashtabula county, and resided in the vicinity of

Grand ttiver until the spring of Inw. when, with his

wife ami one child, he came to this township, lie

settled where his daughter, Laura, now lives on lot

number thirty-eight in the fourth section, and resided

i on his original location until his death. He died

. January G, 1S*»G. Mr. Spragne was a man of strong

traits of character. He wbh the first justice of the

|K'aee in the township, and afterwards held the posi-

tion of associate judge of Common Pleas for fourteen

years. In the early years of his official duties he rode

to court, on horseback with a blanket doubled up for

a saddle and strips of basswood for stirrups.

Mrs. Spngae died January 83. ]bo.l, aged seven tv-

one. They had a family of seven children, only two
of whom are living, viz: Mrs. H. F. Merry at San-

dusky City, and Liura Spragne in this township on

the old homestead. The sons. Simon H. and Solo-

mon 6. Spragne, were well known residents of this

township for many years. The former was the oldest

of the family, and was born prior to their settlement

in Florence. He died January 17, 1874. His widow
still resides in the township. Solomon (.». Sprague
was born May !». 181G, married Mary Collins Decem-
ber 15. 18">7, and died January 27. 1STG. His family

still reside in Florence.

In duly. 18011, Eli S. liarnum and his sister. Rachel,

Rufus J ud sou and family, Charles Betts and .Joseph

I
Parsons, arrived from Danbury, Connecticut. Bar-

naul located on the southwest corner of what is now
called Florence Corners, and was the first settler at

tliat place. He subsequently married Miss Boot, then

of Henrietta, sister of Mrs. Calvin Leonard. Ho
' was the proprietor's agent for the sale of the lauds of

|

this township, and was a justice of the peace and

postmaster at Florence Corners for many years. He
finally removed to Cleveland, where he died.

Rufus Judeon, after a residence for a few years near

Florence Corners, moved to the lake shore, as did

also Judge Meeker, who, for a short time, lived in

Florence. Charles Metis look up his abode in the

j

sonth part of the township, where he lived alone for

many years, la-ing a bachelor. His brothei, Isaac,

finally came out. and occupied the house with him.

One day, while Charles wa sitting at I he table, eating
1

his meal, Isaac, impelled by a desire to secure his

property, struck him upon (he head with Hie sharp

edge of a post ax. culling through his skull, and kill-

ing him instantly. He then concealed the body under

the barn, where it was. a short time after, discovered.

The murderer was sent to the penitentiary, and died

there.

Joseph Parsons Battled a short distance west of

Kzra Sprague, afterwards called Sprague's corners.

He kept bachelor's hall there a number of years. His

wife could not be induced to exchange the old home
for a life in the woods of Florence, and she always

remained in Connecticut, His son snhseqnentlT

came out with his family, and occupied the house

with his father a number of years, when they all re-

moved to the lake shore.

In 1810, John Brook*. Sr., Joseph Scars and

J
Jeremiah Wilson, and their fumilie.-. were added.

Digitized by Google



HISTORY OF HURON AND ERIE COUNTIES. OHIO. 447

Mr. Brooks located at Spraguc's corners, on lot

thirty-seven. He was a soldier in the Revolution,

and was in several important engagements, amongst

others those of White Plains and Monmouth, and

was twjee wounded. He died at the age of niuety-

oue. His sou, Johu Brooks, Jr., married Adeline

Squire, and settled a short distance south of Florence

corners, on the east side of the road. They are l>oth

deceased, and the last of the family moved to Kansas

a short time since. Joseph Brooks, another son,

married a daughter of Eli S. Barnum, and settled

across the road from his brother John.

In 1811, Town Clark with his widowed mother,

with several younger children, aud George Brooks,

her son-in-law, and his family of wife and child,

moved in from Onondaga county. New York. The
Clark family bought and settled where Mrs. Solomon

G. Spraguc resides. Seven years after, Mrs. Clark

married a Mr. Downing, and removed to Michigan.

Mrs. Johu Hill, aged seventy-six, is the only member
of the family now liviug in the township. George

Brooks settled in the south part of the township.

In 1830, he removed to .Michigan, and afterwards

started for California and died on the way.

These WWW the only inhabitants of the township

until after the war. They were among the earliest

settlers of the Fire-lands, amPtheir situation was one

of complete isolation, shut off by woods from neigh-

bors in every direction. To obtain their grinding,

they had to travel on foot through an unbroken forest

to Newburgh, near Cleveland. Ezra Sprague, when

making such a journey, on one occasion lost his way

near where Elyria now is, and lay out in a storm all

night. He had been sick with ague for some time

previous, but, it is said, after the drenching he re-

ceived that night he never suffered another shake.

Although the pioneers of Florence never suffered

for provisions to the endangerment of life, yet they

were compelled to live in the simplest manner,

G rated or "jointed" corn, potatoes and milk consti-

tuted the only articles of food they had for week* at a

time. A wild onion grew abundantly on the river

bottoms, aud other wild but hardly edible vegetables

were frequently gathered, and gave, at least, variety

to the meal. All kinds of provisions were high dur-

ing the early years of settlement of the township, and

they could not be procured short of Huron or San-

dusky. Pork sold for twenty dollars per barrel, Hour

for sixteen dollars, tea two dollars aud fifty cents per

pound, and salt ten dollars per barrel. Joab Squire

once carried two hundred pounds of maple sugar to

Sandusky, which he exchanged for two barrels of

salt, the trip requiring three days. At another time

he went to Huron and bought twenty-five pounds of

bacon at twenty-five cents per pound, and lugged it

home on his back.

There was scarcely any money in circulation, and

exchanges were made principally in the product- of

the soil. The first specie currency which circulated

among the settler*»of Florence, was what was called

"cut mouey." A silver dollar was cut into ten or

twelve pieces and passed for shillings, a kind of in-

flation that was popular with all. The first paper

money which the settlers were unfortunate enough to

possess, was the notes of the Owl Creek bank, in the

denominations of six and a fourth, twelve and a half,

thirty-seven and a half, and fifty cents. The bank

was of the wildcat description, and soon collapsed.

Perhaps the greatest hardship endured by the first

settlers was in the matter of necessary clothing.

Common factory clotli was worth fifty cents a yard,

for which one bushel of wheat was usually exchanged.

Home-made woolen cloth was four dollars per yard.

Flax was raised, and summer clothing manufactured,

but suitable material for winter wear was not so easily

provided, sheep beiug difficult to raise in the new
country. The masculine portion of the inhabitants

depended almost entirely on buckskin for clothing

. material, and although it answered very well the pur-

pose of wear and tear iu the woods, it was anything

but comfortable to the wearer. After a wetting and

drying, the garments would be as stiff as if made of

sheet -iron.

During the progress of the war the inhabitants

lived in almost constant fear of Indian massacre.

1811, the settlers joined in the erection of a block

house, just north of the present residence of Mrs.

Solomon Sprague. It was used as a dwelling by Mrs.

Clark and her family, but was the fortress to which

j

the inhabitants fled for safety in the hour of danger.

Whenever a report of the approach of Indians reached

the settlement, the settlers would remove their fami-

lies to the block-house, aud they would all remain

there for days at a time. On one occasion, while a

man was going with his family to the fort, a circum-

stance occurred, which creited the greatest excite-

ment. A young man, with a gun, was sent some

distance ahead of his family to keep a look-out for

Indians. When within half a mile of the block-

house, the report of a gun was heard, and the young

man came running back with the intelligence that he

had seen two Indians, one of whom shot at him, at

the same time showing a bullet-hole iu his coat. The
alarm spread rapidly, and all the inhabitants collected

at the block-house, and made every preparation they

could for an attack which, they expected, would be

made that night. The women and children were sent

into the room above while the men with guns, pitch-

forks and clubs, awaited below the expected assault.

During the night the alarm was given by the occu-

pants of the second story that Indians with fire-brands

were approaching iu the direction of a small building

that stood near the house with the evident intent of

setting it on fire, which would communicate it to the

fortified building. Thus amidst the greatest excite-

ment they spent the night, no one in the house show-

ing any disposition to sleep, except the individual

whose coat had been pierced withu bullet the evening

before, which fact was regarded as significant, ami no

I

savages appeared. As the morning dawned, the fact
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also began to dawn upon their minds tliHt they were

the victims of a cruel hoax, ami that the said indivi-

dual had shot the bullet through his coat to give the

ap|K>arance of credibility to his story. This sus-

picion proved to be correct, but what punishment, if

any, was inflicted upon the offender we are unable to

record. The alarm of Indians carrying fire-brands

grew out of the fact that sparks and cinders were

carried by the wind in the direction of the block-

house from a burning log heap. When the surrender

of Detroit occurred, the settlers removed their fami-

lies to Cleveland. The men remained in the town-

ship, all working together, with their guns close by, on

a single farm to be the better prepared for any attack

that might be made, while one of their number was

stationed as a sentinel to watch the approach of

danger. But the enemy had not the temerity to come

within range of their guns.

After the close of the war, the township settled

more rapidly. One of the first families that moved in

was that of Lambert Shaeffer, formerly from .Scho-

harie county, New York. He came to Ohio iu 1812,

stopping at Painesville, where he carried on black-

smithing until the war was over, when he removed to

this township, arriving in February, 1815. He set-

tled on the Vermillion, in the first section, where Mr.

Graves now lives. He moved into a cabin which

stood on his purchase and formerly occupied by Jere-

miah Wilson, who left at the breaking out of the war.

Shaeffer died at the home of his son Christopher, in

this township, about twenty-six years ago, his wife

previously. They had seven children, one of whom
died in the east. Three an- yet living, viz: Mrs. Rich-

ard Brewer and Christopher Shaeffer in this town

ship, and Elias in Illinois.

William Blackmail moved in about this time. He
was originally from Connecticut, hut removed to To-

wanda creek. New York, in l8H->. and, before the war,

settled mar Buffalo, which he saw burned by the Brit-

ish. After his arrival with his family in this township,

he lived for a year in the block-house with widow Clark

and family. He then purchased and settled in the

third section, on what is now known as the Mason

plate, but afterwards changed his location to the Ver-

million, in the first section, where, in connection

with Hurley Mason, he established a saw-mill. Meet-

ing with some reverses, he went to New London, and,

later, to Indiana. He finally returned to Florence,

and died at the house of his daughter. Mrs. Deiiman.

One of the prominent pioneers of Florence ami a

re* dent of the town-hip foi fifty-two year- wa- Joah

Squire. Mr. Squire was born in Fairfield county,

Connecticut. November V. 1 1 T T. In 1790 he married

Mary Buckley, and in 1815 emigrated to the West.

During the most of this time his life was upon the

sea. For several years he commanded a \e»el of

which he wa* the owner, engaged in the coasting trade

from Bo-ton, Massachusetts, to Charleston. South

Carolina. Once, while passing around Cnpe Cod. his

vessel was wrecked in a storm, on Nantucket Shoals,

and Captain Squire and his wife narrowly escaped

I
drowning. The loss of his vessel was a serious re-

I verse to him, but he secured an interest in another

and continued on the sea until the war commenced.

In April, 1815, he started with his family tor this

township, where he had previously purchased a tract

of land. After a tedious journey, most of the way by

water, he arrived at Cleveland in July, 1815, which

was then a place of a few small buildings, giving lit-

tle promise of the splendid city it has since become.

He came from Cleveland by lake to the mouth of the

Vermillion, and thence by land to this township. He
settled on lot. number twenty-nine in the fourth sec-

tion, where he resided until his death. When he ar-

rived here his family consisted of his wife and nine

children, the youngest less than a year old. Babies

had to be rocked then as now, and having no cradle,

I

Mrs. Squire rocked hers in a sap trough. Mr. Squire

was twice married and was the father of sixteen child-

ren, all hut one of whom lived to adult age. He died

March 31, 1867, and was buried in the family burying

ground on the old homestead. Five of the children

survive, as follows: Mrs. William Tillinghast. former-

ly of Berlin, now of Toledo: Julius, in Ottawa coun-

ty; Julia (a twin sister of Julius), now wife of Ed-

win A. Denton, of Florence; Joab, a practicing phy-

sician at East Toledo; and Benjamin B., in Wakeman.
During the year 18 U\ several accessions were made

to the settlement. One of these was Daniel Chandler,

who came in from Orange county, New York. He
was then unmarried, hut in October, 1818, he married

Sally Summers, daughter of Mark Summers, who
settled in Vermillion the year previous. After his

marriage. Mr. Chandler settled down where his widow
still resides, half a mile west of Birmingham. He
died there. October >1. 18«9, aged seventy-eight.

Mrs. Chandler is now eighty-one. They had thirteen

children, ten of whom are living.

Jonathan Bryant, the same year, settled in the

second section, a short distance south of the Harrison

burying-ground. He stwn after moved to Birming-

ham, and resided there the remainder of his life.

Mr. Bryant was. for many years, a justiceof the peace

of this township.

John Denman, a native of England, came to

Florence from Sullivan county, New York, in lK]fi.

making the journey afoot, with his knapsack on his

back. Three years afterward, he married Marinda
Blnckman, and settled on lot number seventy -eight,

in the first section, erecting his cabin where the apple

i orchard now j-. southeast of the present frame house.

That orchard he planted from seed that he brought

from the Ku*t in his knapsack. Mr. Denman died on

his original location, March TA, 1*7*. within two days

of eighty-even years of age. Mr*. Denman still

I occupies the old homestead, aged seventy-six. They
had a family of fifteen children, who lived to mature

age. and were married. Twelve are now living.

In the same year. Harley Mason, ami his brother

|

Cbauncey, with a one-horse wagon" and a few tools.
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tame in. Harley was u millwright, and had started

for Cincinnati to obtain work at his trade. When he

got to Florence, lie found William Blackmail engaged

in the erection of a saw mill on the Vermillion, and

he went in partnership with him. After the mill was

built, he traded his interest in it to Blackmail, for

the farm now occupied by Hiram Smith. Deeeml>er

29. 1S19, he married Susan Cuhoou. daughter of

Wilber Gaboon, a pioneer of the township of Avon,

Lorain county. Mr. Mason was one of the active

business men of the township. He was much engaged

in milling, and was also a large owner of land. He
died in February. 1851. His widow still survives,

aud lives with a sou, a short distance north of the

place on which her husband first located. There

weiv twelve children, tire of whom ure living, viz.:

Wilber T., Norman and Lodema, wife of John Pover,

in this township; Charles, in Clyde. Ohio: and

Huldah (Mrs. John Marsh), in Iowa.

Chaiincey Mason, who came in with his brother,

Harley, lived on rented land for a number of years,

and then removed to Michigan.

In the full of 18U'>, Howen Case came to Florence,

from Auburn, New York, with Aaron Parsons and

family. Parsons settled where Job Fish now lives.

He finally moved to Wukeman, and his widow now

resides there. Mr. Case married, December 25, 1880,

Amanda Brumdadge, of Vermillion, and settled half

a mile north of Florence corners. He resided there

until twelve years ago, when he moved to the corners,

where he has since resided. He is now aged sevetity-

four, and is living with his second wife.

The first settlers at Birmingham, formerly called

Mecca, were Perez Starr and Uriah Hawlcy, who
settled there in 1810. Starr came from Portage

county, and his brothers, William, Jared and Dudley,

came in about the same time. Hiram, a son of Perez

Starr, occupies the place on which his father settled.

Hawley located on the place now occupied by Charles

Bristol. He subsequently moved to Browuhelm, and

finally to Iowa, where he died. Starr and Hawley

were both active busiuess men, and some of their

enterprises are elsewhere mentioned.

Isaac and John Furmau and their families came

into the towusbip in 1817. The former settled a

short distance east of Sprague's corners, and always

lived there afterwards. John settled ou the river, but

finally moved to Richland county.

In the fall of the same year, Richard Brewer and

his brother Peter, and his family, moved in from

Delaware county, New York. Peter Brewer located

where widow Harrison now lives. Richard married

Nancy Shaeffer,, daughter of Lambert Shadier, and

began pioneer life on the hill just north of his brother.

He now Uvea west of Birmingham, on the road to

Florence corners, aged ninety years—one of the oldest

residents of the township.

Asahel Parker and family settled near where Mrs.

James Wood now lives, in the year 1818. He died

57

many years ago, and his son William W., residing in

Florence, is the only survivor of the family.

In the Rummer of 1818 William Carter and family

moved in from New York and settled at the "forks

of the river," above Birmingham. He died there in

1853.

Jedediah Biggins and several sous and their fami-

lies came into the township in 1819 and settled in the

same locality. Aaron Higgins established a tauuery

there at an early date, but subsequently moved it

down the river to Birmingham, where he afterwards

erected a large frame building and carried on shoe

making in connection with his other business. The
works were finally destroyed by fire.

Chester King and family emigrated to Florence

from Hartford, Connecticut, in 1819, the journey,

which was made with a horse team and wagon, con-

suming six weeks. Mr. King first settled on the

present location of the Mason family burying ground.

A few years afterwards he changed his location to

Chapelle creek, where he subsequently hud a saw mill

for a uum ber of years. He soon after moved to the

place now occupied by his sou, Joseph King, and
there spent the remainder of his days. In the earlv

years of his settlement Mr. King was much of the

time at work in his mill, aud often remained at work
thereuntil late into the night. Once, when returning

home with a piece of venison, he was pursued bv a

pack of wolves, the hungry animals crowding so

closely upon his footsteps that he was compiled to

abandon his meat and run for dear life for his home.
Mr. King was born in Hartford county, Connecticut,

in 1784. He married Jemima Smith, of Lyme, Con-
necticut, aud was the father of seven children. He
died in Florence in March, 1861, and his wife in Feb-

ruary, 1854. Four of the children are now living, as

follows: Chester C. in Vermillion; Hiram, at Hills-

dale, Michigan; Rosanna E., married John E. Fuller

deceased), and resides at Norwalk; Joseph, living in

Florence on the old homestead, married January 1,

1850, Melona Masters, of Berlin. They have two

children liviug and one deceased.

In 1824, Jacob Shoff came into the township from
Guildhall, Vermont. January, 1829, he married (his

first wife having died in Vermont) Sally liaise, whoso
father, John Haise, settled, about the year 1826, a

mile north of Florence corners. Mr. Shoff settled on
the farm adjoining that of his father-in-law on the

north, where Jeremiah Baker now lives. He resided

here until about thirty years ago, when he moved a

little west of Birmingham, where he lived until his

death, May 9, 1859. Mrs. Shoff survives, aged

seventy-two. There were five children, four of whom
are living, and three in this township. Horatio N.
Shoff is the proprietor of the Shoff House, on the old

Russell stand, in Birmingham. He erected the build-

ing in 1872, the former building occupying the same
site, having burned down the fall before.

George W. Clary has resided in this township for

nearly forty years. His ftfthcr. Colonel Elihu Clary.
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was among the earliest pioneers of the Fire-lands,

being the first settler of Pern township, Huron
county. Mr. Clary was married to Eliza ('handler in

1844. and resides a mile south of Birmingham.

John Hill, a native of England, emigrated to the

United States in 181!». He resided in Cayuga county.

New York, until 1824, when he removed to Florence,

having, the year before, purchased a farm on lot

forty-eight in the fourth section. He died on this

place .March 5, 1870. His first wife died in 1842,

and he subsequently married the widow of Henry

Bishop, formerly Miss Clark, whose widowed mother

came to Florence in 1811.

Silas Wood was a resident of the township for a

number of years, and was prominently identified with

its industrial interests. lie came to Ohio from Penn-

sylvania, with his parents, in 18-»4, who settled in

Greenfield. Huron county. He soon after began work

for Seba .Mather, who was, at that time, operating a

fulling factory, on Huron river, east of Greenfield

Center. Mr. Wood continued in his employ until he

was twenty-one years of age. He then entered into

the employ of Howley & Whittlesey, proprietors of a

clothing factory at Terryville, and a year afterwards

became a partner. That was in the fall of 1820. In

182?, he married Hannah Euiies, whose parents had

come to Birmingham a few years previous. After

continuing in the clothing factory some six years, he

sold and removed to Berlin, where he lived on a

farm fur a year, and then purchased and settled in

Henrietta, on the Calvin Leonard farm, where he

resided al>out twenty years. He then took up his

residence at Birmingham, where, the year before, he

had established a store in connection with L. S.

Griggs. He soon after erected the present stone
j

gri*t mill at Birmingham, and subsequently the saw

mill, having previously disposed of his store. A year

or two after the completion of the mill, he sold a half

interest to Hiram Arnold, and a few years later the

rest to a Mr. Bartlett. He then re-engaged in trade

at Birmingham, in which he continued until his death.

He died suddenly, with goods in his hands. October

30. 1800. Mrs. Wood died on the 22d of November,

1873.

Mr. Wood was a man of great energy of character,

and acquired a tine property. He was the father of .

five children. f<>ur of whom are living, viz: Mrs.

Althida Arnold and George S. Wood, at Birmingham,

and Mrs. Hannah A. Kline and Mrs. Sarah A. Strains,

at Oberlin.

David L. Hill settled where he now lives, (lot num-

ber eleven, section three), in 1832. The country was

still quite new in that quarter, and he had nothing to

begin with in the woods hut his ax. He has labored

hard all his life, and his industry and economy have

been rewarded by the acquirement of a fine property.

He was burn duly 22. 17U1, and was a soldier in the

war of 1812. His first wife died December 18, 18T5,

and he married for his second wife, December 31,

J T, Mrs. Hall, widow of. Aaron Hall, with whom
.
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he is now living. Mr. Hill is the father of eight

children, three of whom are living.

EARLY EVEXTS.

Caroline, daughter of Ezra Sprague. was the first

white child born in the township. The date of her

birth was May 13, 1810. She became the wife of n.

F. Merry, of Sandusky City, (now deceased). Mrs.

Merry is now living with a daughter at Sandnsky.

The first marriage was that of Thomas Starr and

Clementina Clark. They were married in the spring

of 1814, by Esquire Abijah Comstock. The ceremony

took place at the residence of the bride's mother, in

the old block-house. It is said that every body in the

township attended, and the house was not crowded

either. The next couple married was John Brooks,

Jr., and Adaline Squire. They were married by Rev.

Nathan Smith, the fir<t minister in the place. The

date of the marriage the writer is unable to state, but

it probably occurred in 1815 or 1810.

The first person that died in the township, was the

mother of Judge Meeker, the date of which is not

known. She was buried on the banks of the La

Chapelle. The second death was that of Sally Brooks,

daughter of John Brooks, Sr. She died in 1813.

The first burying ground was on Uriah Hawley's

land, a short distance south of his house, where he

buried his wife, September 18, 1818. Ten or fifteen

persons were subsequently buried there, but as there

was no road leading to the ground, the present burying

place was selected, and the bodies removed there, from

the old burying ground, in 1825.

A man by the name of Wolverton started the first

blacksmith shop, which was of rather a unique char-

acter. He had his anvil on a stump, and rigged his

bellows up between two trees. He frequently changed

his location, so that, it is said, his shop was co-exten-

sive with the township. A traveler passing along one

dav, lost a shoe from his horse's foot, and inquired of

a man he met if there was a blacksmith shop near by.

"Yes." was the reply, "you are are in it now. but it

is three miles to the anvil." Wolverton also opened

at Florence comers the first public house. He was

succeeded, a short tune afterwards, by J. Baker, who

kept a tavern at the corners for many years. He
built the large framed building there.on the southeast

corner, which he formerly kept as a tavern, now

occupied as a dwelling by his son. At Birmingnam,

Charle- L. Ru-ell kept hotel, where the Shuff House

now stands, for many years.

EARLY SCHOOL*.

The fir*t school house was built at Sprague's Corn-

ers on land owned by John Brooks. Sr., lot number

thirty-seven, section four. The first teacher was Ruth

Squire, daughter of Joab Squire, and afterwards wife

»f Ernst us French, of Wakeman. The school derived

its support from the parents of the scholars, who paid

in proportion to the number sent. The school hou-e

was subsequently taken down, and rebuilt on the
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south side of the road. Adaline Squire, a sister of

Bath, who afterwards became the wife of John

Brooks, Jr.. was also one of the earliest teachers.

The second school house built in the township was

located half a mile west of Birmingham, and Rhoda

Root kept the tirst school in it. Her practice of

oj»ening the -school with prayer was the cause of some
displeasure to a certain individual, and a school meet-

ing was held on one occasion, to consider his griev-

ance, which resulted in the teacher being sustained.

A few years after, a school house was erected in the

village of Birmingham.

CHURCHES.

The earliest religious meetings were held at the

house of Eli S. Barnuin, at Florence Corners, at

which itinerant preachers officiated.

The first religious society organized was of the Con-

gregational order. The meeting was held at the house

of Mr. Bamum, a missionary by the name of Loomis

officiating on the occasion. The society included

members from this township. Vermillion, Wakemau.
and Clarksh'eld. The present Congregational church

at Florence corners was organized January T, IWi,

by a committee of the presbytery of Huron, consist-

ing of J. B. Bradstreet. Xenophon Betts, and Samuel

DllDton. The following are the names of the mem-
bers who joined at the time of the organization:

Charles Whittlesey and wife, David Shaver and wife,

Simeon Crane and wife. Uriah Hawley, Mrs. Mary

A. Baker, Mrs. Tryphena Leonard, Mrs. Ruth Hiues,

Mrs. Mary Bamum, Mrs. Sarah M. Dunton, Mrs.

Alice Olds. Mrs. Hannah liaise, Mrs. Betsey Thomp-
son. John Phillips and wife. Uriah Hawley. was

chosen clerk.

The church building was completed in 1842, cost-

ing two thousand and twelve dollars, the lot for which

was donated by Jcssup Wakemau. The church for

several years after its organization was supplied by

preachers from neighboring towns. The tirst regular

pastor was the Rev. Eldad Barber, who was called

October 10, 1842. He officiated as pastor of the

church for nearly thirty years, and his labors ended

only with his death, in the spring of 1ST 1. He was

followed by Hubbard Lawrence, who continued until

April, 18T8. Rev. Mr. Hale then preached for the

. church until August of the same year, since when
Rev. Mr. Wright has officiated as pastor. The pres-

ent membership of the church is fourteen. Thomas
A. McGregor is church clerk.

The First Congregational church, in Birmingham,

was originally of the Presbyterian order, and was or-

ganized in the year 1838, by a committee consisting of

Philo Wells and MV Xenophon Betts, of Vermillion,

and Joseph Swift, of Henrietta. The mem hers were:

Philo Wells and wife, Calvin I<conard and wife,

Joseph Swift and wife; Xenodhon Betts and wife, and

a few others whose names are not remembered. In

February, 1845, the church, by amendment of its

charter, adopted the congregational form, but con-

tinued under the care of the presbytery until Jan-

uary, 18T4, when it withdrew therefrom. Eldad

Barber was probably the tirst preacher. Rev. Good-

ell and Carlisle preached at a later date, after which

Mr. Barber again officiated. The last pastor was Rev.

C. C. Creegan, of Wakeman. The membership at

present is about twenty-five. Charles Graves is clerk

and A. Lawrence, deacon. The society do not hold

|

regular services at present, and their building is occu-

pied by the Methodist Episcopal society, Rev. Mr.

Royce officiating once in two weeks. The Sabbath

school numbers about sixty scholars. David U-onard

is superintendent.

The Methodists held meetings at the old log school

house, one mile south of Florence corners as early as

1816 or 181T, at which Rev. Nathan SmiUi. the Snt
preacher in the township, usually officiated. There

are now two societies of this denomination in the

township, one at Florence corners and another at

Birmingham. The writer is unable to give the facts

of their organization, although applying personally

to many who were supposed to be able to furnish the

necessary information. And a letter, with postage

enclosed, addressed to the pastor of the church at

Floreuce corners, who is said to have the early records

of both churches, fails to elicit the courtesy of un au-

,
swer.

A Baptist church was organized in 1818, at the
' house of Luther Xorris, by John Rigdou, a minister

from Richland county, and their meetings were held

alternately at the house of Mr. Xorris and at Florence

j

corners. About the same time, a Baptist society was

formed in Henrietta, Lorain county, where meetings

j

were held in the school house about a mile east of

Birmingham, and the Baptists in Florence subse-

quently united there. In July, 18:57, by resolution

of the church in Henrietta, a branch was organized

at Birmingham, consisting of the following members:

James and Catharine Daly, Henry and Mary Howe,
John and Ann Blair, Richard and Catharine Laugh-

ton and Hannah Brown, and the society was called

|

the "Henrietta and Birmingham Baptist Church."

In May, 1840, the branch at Birmingham organized

independently.

The Disciples church at Birmingham, was organ-

i ized in 1845, with about forty members. It continued

prosperous, under the labors of able men, the mem-
bership increasing to about seventy, when Sidney

Rigdon, one of its preachers, embraced the doctrine of

Mormonism, and drew off about one-half of the

church. A house of worship was erected the same

j

year, in which the society was organized, costing

about twelve hundred dollars. Alnion Andress. now
of Birmingham, was the first elder of the church, and

has continued as such for nearly fifty years. Jonathan

Bryant officiated in the same capacity for some time,

and Silas Wood was deacon. No regular Services

j
have been held for some time.

The Evangelical church, in the the first section, was

|
formed about twenty years ago, at the school house
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just cast of Mr. Clary'*, w i 1 1 » a membership of about

twenty. In 18bG, the present house of worship, on

the county line, was erected, and cost about nine

hundred dollar.-'. The membership at present num-

bers about what it did originally. Rev. George Has-

senflug is pastor.

POST OFFICE.

The first mail rou te through the township extended

from Cleveland to the old county seat on Huron river.

The post ottiee was at Florence corners, and Kli S.

Burn urn was the first jKistmaster. He kept the office

in his dwelling, and continued postmaster for many

years. His successors have been William F. Perry.

Jeremiah Baker, and George P. Baker who continues

to hold t ho office.

Cyrus Butler was the rirst postmaster at Birming-

ham. G. W. Chandler is the present incumbent.

TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATION.

Florence was organized as an indeiK-ndent township

April 7. 1*17. The first election for township officers

was held at the log school house one mile south of

Florence corners. Joah Squire was elected clerk;

Eli S. Barnum. John Brooks, Sr., and Isaac Fnrman,

trustees: Ezra Sprugue. justice of the peace. The

number of votes polled was seventeen.

The township officers elected on April, 1879, are as

follows: \V. .1. Rowland, clerk; E. B. Peck, George

Taylor and A. B. Penman, trustees; John H. Pover,

treasurer; Charles A. Heule, assessor; II. G. Thomp-

son and X. (i. Tuft, justices of the peace.

MILLS AND MAX! F.WTI RES.

In the summer of 18011, Almon Buggies and his

brother, in fulfillment of a contract with the propri-

etors of the township, erected a grist mill on the

Vermillion near the south town line. The mill was

no sooner put in operation, than a sudden freshet

swept mill, dam and c\erything before it. In 1811,

tin Mi ssrs. Rngglcs began the ereel ion of Mother

mill, on the I.a Chapelle, near the north line of the

township, which was completed the next year. The
mill proved a great convenience to the settlers not only

in this, but in adjoining and more distant townships,

as no grinding could be obtained short of Newburg
or Cold creek. The proprietors subsequently added

a saw unit. A number of years afterwards, the mills

were bought by Harlev Mason, who also built another

saw mill on the same stream, a short distance above.

The first >aw mill in the township was built by Eli

S. Barnum. on the Li Chapelle, in the summer of

1810. On the same Creek a saw mill was built, at an

early date, by Job Smith. Smith was an early settler

in Berlin, but afterwards removed to Brownheltn.

The mention of his name recalls the following story:

He is said at one time to have purchased a stock of

goods in New York, for which he agreed to pay the

owner five hundred < n skins, "taken as thev run."

by which the merchant naturally understood an aver-

age lot. But it appears that Smith attached, in this

instance, at least, a very different meaning to the

phrase. The skins not being delivered, the dealer

came on to investigate the matter, and inquired of

Smith when he would fulfill his contract. ••Why.
- *

said Smith, "you were to take them n* thrij run ; the

woods are full of them, take them when you please !"

The mill built by Smith, was afterwards owned and
run for many years by Chester King. In 181»'»,

William Blackmail erected a saw mill on the Ver-

million, above the forks of the river, where the stout-

quarry now is. Before completing it. Hurley Mason
came in and purchased a half interest. Soon after it

was finished, Mason sold his interest to Blackmail,

receiving in exchange a farm of eighty acres, now
occupied by Mr. Hiram Smith. This proved a for-

tunate transaction for Mason, and equally unfortunate

for Blackmail, for shortly afterwards a freshet carried

away the dam. mill ami all. leaving the owner without

a dollar in the world. He then removed to New-

London, where he bettered his fortunes.

In 1810, Perez Starr, and his brother Dudley,

erected a saw mill, and the next year a grist mill, on

the Vermillion, on or near, the site of the present

grist mill at Birmingham. Perez bought his brother

out shortly afterwards, and carried on the business

for a number of years, when they were bought out by

Cyrus Butler, who operated them until his death.

The nest owner was Alura Cobb, who subsequently

traded them, with other property, to a man of the

name of Dunham, of Cleveland, for property in that

city. The mills burned down while Dunham owned

them, and the mill-seat was afterwards purchased by

Silas Wood, who. at the time, owned a stone grist

mill farther up the river, built by Wines «x Walker.

This he then took down and moved to Birmingham,

and erected the present grist mill, having, the year

previous, in 1834. built a saw mill there. These
mills are now owned by G. H. Arnold.

EARLY STORES.

The first store in the township appears to have

been opened at Birmingham, by Erastus Butler. In

the county assessor's list of merchants and trailers,

with their assessed capital, in Huron county, for the

year 1826. he is the only trader mentioned for this

township. The amount of his capital as given was
eighteen hundred dollars. In 18:28. the name of Cvius

Butler appears with only a capital of five hundred

dollars. In 1829, Ferris & Wood, of Florence Cor-

ner", were assessed oil seven hundred and fifty dollars.

In 1830, J. V. Vredenbnrg with six hundred. dollars,

.1. L. Wood, six hundred dollars, and Charles P.

Judson, seven hundred dollars, are mentioned.

Cyrus Butler, a pioneer merchant of Florence, and

at one time the owner of the old mills at Birming-

ham, had, at one time, a forge, a short distance below

the mills, and manufactured bar iron for a few years,

the ore for which was obtained in Vermillion. The
work- fitutlh went off in a freshet. An ax factory
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was formerly carried on there, for a short time, by a

man by the name of Pratt.

Birmingham, us we have seen, from the mention of

some of its early enterprises, was once a place of con-

siderable business activity. It had, among its busi-

ness men, such men as Perez Starr, Ahira Cobb,

Uriah Hawley. Silas Wood anil others.—men of great

energy, business experience ami property. The vil-

lage neglected the opportunity, once presented, of

securing a railroad and its glory has long since de-

parted. And at Terry vi lie, where once was heard the

busy hum of industry, is now a collection of only a

few old houses.

Birmingham is now a place of some two hundred

and fifty inhabitants, with three churches, two school

houses, one grist mill, one saw mill, one hotel, one

drug and hardware store, one general store, one gro-

cery, one millinery and fancy goods, one furniture

shop, two blacksmith shops, one carriage shop, two

wagon and repair shops, one coopei shop, one cigar

j

factory, one meat market, oue tailor shop.

At Florence Comers there are two churches, one

school house, two general stores, one harness shop,

two blacksmith shops, one shoe shop.

At the present time there are three saw mills in the

township, viz: Wilber T. Masonsou the La Chapelle,

Edwin Botsford near Florence Corners, and Eli

Grave's southwest of Birmingham.

There are two cheese factories—those of George P.

Baker near Florence Corners, and George Van Fltet

at Birmingham.

GROTON.

This township, which is number five, in range

twenty-four, is bounded on the north by Margaretta,

south by Lyme township, Huron county, east by Ox-

ford township, and west by the townships of York

and Townsend, in Sandusky county. It was origi-

nally a part of Wheutsborough, called so in honor of

the gentleman who owned the greater part of the

land contained within its limits.

PHYSICAL KEATl'KF.S.

The surface of the township is level, about one-half

being prairie, while the iiorthern portion is covered

with small timber. The soil of the south half is a

black muck, slightly mixed with sand and very pro-

ductive. In the remaining portion of the township a

limestone soil prevails, and here is found limestone in

considerable quantities.

Only one stream of water is found m the township.

This is Pipe creek, which rises in Lyme township

and Hows in a general northeasterly direction across

Groton and into Oxford. The stream was named by

the Indians, by reason of a soft stone found in its

bed from which pipes were formed.

ORIGINAL OWN Kit* HIP.

The following is a list of the original proprietors of

Groton township. For explanation, see general his-

tory.

(i ROTO X, TOWN Nl'MHER KIVE, RAXUE TWENTY-FOUR*

CUMSiriCATION So. 1. Sectiox 1.

Original Untntet».

I jitiiam Avery
Thankful Avery
Anion Avery
(ieonre Avery
Kiilh Holliday
KlUa>wth Latham
tiekiel Balley
Alexander Kidd
Daniel William*
Christopher Wood-
bridge

Benajah Lr*ter
Samuel Chester
Daniel Eldridirr
Benjamfn Avery
.laaon Chester
John Hix
Elizabeth Mure
Nancy More
Rebecen Minor
Mary More
John i»r Jonathan)

I-at bant
James Bailey
Captain Edward La-
tham

Thoma* Starr
Experience Ward
Benjamin Cheater

.. o

Eliaba Prior
Nathan (or NattaT)
Seabury

Thankful Avery

Original limnler*.

John Deauou

.4 rif Lot*. A»c
£ *, d. £ ». d.

ion 5 A I-athai Avery 103 . i 8
«3 8 M isa 8 8
13

. i 1 is 8 a

8 8 3 a | a

13 11 8 M 11 a
15 14 8 » 13
•1 1» 5 • 18
a 5 U 9 3 11

7 18 0 7 18 0

1 i 0 •«
1 3 •»

8 7 M 3 7
io 6 « 88 •4

io rt «
1 14 0 * N 4 14 0
:i 1« 0 8* M

I ii i)

so IS 0 H • • . 30 IS ii

8 0 N >. 8 0
«a 10 » •8 88 10 '.'

3li 1"
" .1 n 10 •

1 « II
i 8 11

10 18 « H 10 1ft 8

M 18
" .. M IS »

1 10 s 8 10 0
If

4 8 7 • i ai 4 N 7
1 1 •i

H ..
1 8

19 1
M -.

19 .'.

ui 8 °w Starr Cheater 147 8
Jephtllua Pratt 147 H

ii i 8 sit Jamea Denniaon 147 s

34 IS 11 Eliiha Prior 84 IS u

s 18 0 Nathaniel Seahury 3 18 0
in 11 0 137 5 18

*» 18 - ter Letter^ SO 8 0

f ootlnirofc Ion No 1. *1 7 0

1.17

Am' I Lus».

£ t. d

Ellphalet Harris 91

John DeauoD & Co SM
IS

10
IB
0

No. 3, Sbciiom 3

CUuiiJied 6y A

I

Samuel Wheat, of
New London 1,1

I

6
so n

1441 H
IB

Kootingof No. 3. £1,344
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CLAWUflCSTIOSI No. 3, SKeTloX a.

Am't Lot* aauiried by Ami

INK Mow-by

Eliiabeth W'a
Joseph Hurlhurt

Alexander Reed
Guy Richard * * Hon
Isaac ChampliD
(iernham Th.>rj>
Joseph Lyon
(erxu&tn. Bank*
Simeon Couch 3d
William Baltarson

£ «. £ f. d.
MO 11 » Mary, w ife of J<Jb

Tabor soo B 0
or 1 1 «c 6 • i

903 8 3 in " to
Samuel H. f. Lee,
New London 114 0 1"

611 18 I u If *
811 t

tt H •• 0 3

H2 3 : Mary S , Enoch T. ! »
9 0 (i and Samuel U <i D

81 16 V Parsons, children si 15 1
11 15 of Enoch I'arxona. 14 15 0

*ST • '} E»| . Middleluwn vvr !' 8
1* S o 16 3 n

fhriniattl f»rnn/#e« Ar»t L,•y

.

£ d
Alexander Reed IK i

Jahcx (or Joa.) Minor 7 HI

IJamr, culver - V

Jani4-s Matthews a 19 *
William Brooks 11

Joseph < >wen 78 18
James Pitman 143 - i

Johu Cbanipiln MM - 3
Percy Beers 8 17 *
Anlbonv Mitchell S3 11 I
John Tiller 8 l« ft

Stephen Hemiwtead TO 6 1

Lvola Beebe U a l»

Abigail Bell 0 it 9
John Springer IT 19 0
Lvilia Johnson 21 15 »

Mary SewLury 14 5 0
William Stark IT " 10
Nathaniel DlekeiKou 15 1 o
Joanna Holt 33 :s

8Mary I^-wi» 6 is

Stephen Hetnpsteail To 6 1

Lvdia Bix lie 24 i 0
Abigail Hell « 11 f

John Springer i; IK 0
Lydla Johnson il 15 0
Marv Newbury
William Stark

14 3 0
'

IT 1" 10

Nuthaulel Dickinson II 1 0
Jonathan Holt 35 li 0
Mary Lewis .-. It 0

!

Joseph Hurlbutt 9tt M I

John De«hon A Co. 55* 10 0

Hethla Talmon r. I
John Spencer H 0

Footing of Classification No. 3. £1.344 7 0

CuissiriciTtos No 4. Section 4.

Samuel H. P. L
£
<
T

li M K
H •• ,h,

63
73
HI
104

li

,.

53
W

. "3"8
10

4, «• -

H „
<• ,1 f

17

HrsSaml Tabor. Jr. IT
M lS

s
10

«. d.
18 II

U
9

::>

:i

18

8
a
ir

ii

is

14

a

5
10
IT
il

i

I

6
4
3
.1

ii

6
1*1
6
104,1

6

!4 II

10
10
1«

11

a
a
10
17

«

0
6«-4
8
104

8

14 11

Sam'l Wheat, Ea<|.

John Lord
<«eorire Chapman

i;

a
in
410
31
>

10
16

16
U

1

s

8

I
0

0
10
7
N
0

Footing of

SETTLKM KXT

No 4. £1.343 l«i T4

The first settlement in Groton township (thou

Wheatsborough) was made on Pipccreek by Jonathan

BpraglM)| Squire Riehey, and others iu 1809. In 1811.

Captain Seth Harrington, for many years one of the

moat prominent men of his township, moved in from

Conneant. Ohio, with his family. He was originally

from Rhode Island, but settled in Pennsylvania a few

years prior to 18<"0, when he removed to Cotineaiit,

where he resided until his departure for the Fire-lands.

He raised u family of ten children, of whom onedaugh-

ter (Rhoda) became the wife of Bourdon Wood.

Among other early settlers may l*e named the follow-

ing: Hiram Blackmail, George Furgerson, Alexis

Jaekson. William. James, and John MeCord, Thomas

.Morris. Israel Putnam. Samuel Spry, Nathaniel Cow-

an. Pliineas Dunham, and others.

OKIJAMZATION.

An election was held at the house of William Mc-

Cord June i. ls;u. and on that day the tirst officers

of the township were eleeted, viz. : Nathaniel Chap-

man, Bishop Stcbbins, and Nathan Strong, trustees;

Hiram Deyo, clerk: Stephen Crippen, treasurer:

Stephen Crippen. justice of the peace; Joshua Luce,

eon.-table; Elaphall Toppen, George Cook, and Orange
Potter, fence viewers; James Bemiss, James More-

craft, pour masters. There are but seven men living

in the township at present who were here at the time

of this election, and who were old enough to vote.

They are the following: Pierson Magill, Madison S.

Harrington, Harvey Wood. Ephraim Hastings, Dr.

John P. Deyo, Samuel Nims. and Worthington Ninis.

FIRST EVENTS.*

The first w hite child horn' in the township of Pro-

ton was Ann, daughter of George Furgerson. She

grew to womanhood, married a man named Phillips,

and removed to Michigan.

The first death was that of Standisb Wood, and

the body was interred in a coffin made of hoards from

a wagon box. "After the wagon boxes were gone,

George Sprague and Seth Harrington made several

coffins from puncheons dressed down with an ax to

something like boards.''

Sqnin Ricliev felled the first tree, and built the

first log house in the township. The first frame

house was built by Seth Harrington, in 1817.

It was necessary, in early times, for convenience in

making change, to cut a dollar into four, six or

eight parts.

The first settlers received their letters and mail

matter from Cleveland post office, and the first mail

route from that point to Detroit passed through Gro-

ton, at or near the center, east and west. John Pax-

ton carried the mail iu 1814.

The first orchard was planted by Jonathan Sprague.

Dr. George Hastings located iu the township, and

commenced practice as early as lslo, and remained

many years. He died in October, 18d4.

The first justice of the peace was Squire Riehey,

who was elected in 1810.

The first store was opened at Pipe creek, at one

time quite a village, by John Wheeler, of Sandusky,

in about 1*30. There are at present two stores in

the township.

A post offee was not established until aliout 18.
r
>4,

previous to which time the residents of (iroton town-

ship received their mail at Bloumingville. Rev. Zar

Patch, a local preacher of the Methodist Episcopal

denomination, was the first commissioned postmastt^,

This office is now located iJt the center of the town-

ship. A. J. Hastings, postmaster.

The "seven mile house" is the first hotel, and only

one hi the township. It is located on lot number six

in the second section, and was constructed by John

Powell, in 1KJ1 or

< III It'll t> ASH -i HooLs.

Religious meeting* were early held in the dwellings

of the settlers, by Rev. Mr. Gurlcy and others. The

pioneer church organization was that of Methodist, ami

met in the northeast corner of the township, where is

•A |Mirtion of thlt history is taken from the Finr-LamU Ftanrrr.
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now the church edifice. This is situated on lot num-
ber twelve in the second section, and was erected i

some twenty years since. Another church is located

on lot number thirty-live in section third.

The first school was taught by Elijah F. Flinney, in

1818, who was paid at the rate of fourteen dollars per

month for his services. Among the scholar* were the

Harringtons, McOills, Paxtons, etc. Groton town-
j
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ship has now ten school houses, nearly all of which

are new.

IXDCSTK1AL PlHStrTS.

Early in the settlement n grist mill was built on

Pipe Creek, by Eli and Edward Ford, and a distillery

just above it on the same stream. A tannery was

aim built on the same stream, by Truman Bonney;

and there was at one time a cabinet shop of ample

proportions.

PERKINS.

Tins township, which is described as number six in

range twenty-third, is bounded on the north by Port-

land township, which it formerly embraced: south by

Oxford township; east by Huron township, and west

by the township of Margaretta. It was named in

honor of one of its largest owners. Hon. Elias Per-

kins of New London, Connecticut. The following

sketch is prepared from matter published in the Fire-

lamt* J'iotwer, by F. D. Parish, Es.j., and others:

PHYSICAL OEOORAPHY.

The town-hip is generally level, though in some

parts it is gently undulating with slight ridges of

-and. The principal, one extends from about the

center of the wist line, in a southwesterly direction,

through the first and part of the fourth sections, into

the northeast part of Oxford to Blooniingville. Near

the line dividing those sections there is a curve grad-

ually to the west. It is al-o broken occasionally by

narrow depressions or swails. Its soil is of great fer-

tility and consi-ts mostly of black alluvial earth. Lit-

tle clay is found. The ridges, as before stated, are

mainly composed of sand. Perkins ranks among the

moat productive in the county.

BTBEA ms.

There are no marshes or waste land in the township

and no considerable streams of water. Two small

streams, however, are found in the northwest part.

Pike creek tlows from Margaretta township, entering

Perkins near the southwest corner of section three.

It flows a generally northeasterly direction and emp-
ties its waters into the bay just west of Sandusky.

Pij>e creek enters the south part of the township on

section four. Its course is in a northeasterly direc-

tion. During the wet portion of the year these streams

drain the township effectually, but in the dry seasons

little or no water is found in either.

F

ORIUIN A I. OWNERS.

>r explanation of the following table the reader is

referred to the history of Wakemaii town-hip:

PERKINS. TOWN NIMHER SIX. RANOE TWENTY-THRU.
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SETTLEMENT.

The first permanent settler in Perkins township

whs Thomas James. He located here in 1810, in the

smith part of the fourth section. James was of Irish

birth, and came to America a few years prior to the

above date, first settling in New England. He pur-

chased his land in Connecticut, and it proved to be a

valuable tract. He was accompanied by John Beatty.

Esq., another Irishman, whose object was to explore

the country, with a view to purchase. They traveled

through the State of Pennsylvania, in which State

resided James Forsyth, a brother-in law of Beatty,

who came with them to Ohio, locating in Oxford
township. This company left Northumberland,
Pennsylvania. June 3, of the above year. They passed

through Pittsburgh, and thence to Cleveland, where
they arrived on July 3. Of this, the beautiful "Forest

City," Mi. Forsvth says: "The town was small,

there was not a good looking house in it. and but few

of any kind." The same historian continues: "After
some trouble, we crossed the Cuyahoga river. .John

Beatty remained behind to settle the ferryage, and in

crossing in a canoe, lie fell out and narrowly escaped

being drowned." They crossed the mouth of the

Vermillion and Huron rivers on sand bars. While

Forsyth and Beatty went with Wright and Ruggles,

prospecting, James went directly to the lands he had

already purchased, which he reached the same month
(July). Perhaps a month previous, two or three

families had squatted on lands in the same neighbor-

hood. They were but transient settlers, however.

In 1813. four families, refugees from Canada, which

they left rather than take the oath of allegiance, came
into the township and settled near each other in the

northeast corner. Their names were: Christian

Winters, John Freese. Stephen Russell and David

dimming-. They all lived many years in the town-

ship, some of them during life.

The largest colony of settlers came in the fall of

1815. John Beatty. before mentioned, made a large

investment of lands in Perkins township, including

nearly all of section one, and removed thereto this

vear. He was accompanied by the following persons

and their respective families: Julius House. Joseph

and Jesse Taylor, Eleizur Bell, Plinney Johnson,

Harvey Covell. Roswell Eddy, Roswell Hubbard.

Holsey Aikeus, and Richard P. Christopher. Two
single men. William Robinson and William R. Bebee,

were also of the company. Fleazur Lockwood, who

came from Canada, same years before, and resided

elsewhere, settled in Perkins the same year. Then

settlers came from Connecticut, mostly from Hartford

county. They came the whole distance by ox teams,

fourteen in number. All who came with Beatty. as

well as Eleizur Lockwood. purchased land of him and

located in the same neighborhood, on or near the

sand ridge before described as passing through sec-

tions one and four. Beatty located near the east line

of the township. Of the .-et tiers. Bell and Robinson

died at an early day.

D ERIK COUNTIES, OHIO.

Soon after 1815 the follow ing families located in

the same neighborhood: Asa Wickham. Thomas Ir-

vine. Hope Tucker. William Dickinson, Roger and

Alva Fox, and others.

In the spring of 1M 7 Wat kins came on with

his family, and located on laud he bought of Mr.

Beatty in section four. The fall following, Justus

Allen arrived with a large family, and built a hewed

log house. The next year he built a frame barn, and

opened a hotel. He died in the fall of 1820.

In the spring of 1810, Rogers came from the

State of New York with his family, and moved into a

log house built by Mr. Spragne, near the sulphur

spring. Himself and four children died the subse-

quent fall.

In 1831, Hubbard llollister and Lodowick Brown
arrived in the township, and Captain H. W. Bush

came iu 18:5 or '26. But the principal settlement in

the township for many years was that on the ridge

j

before mentioned: and, in honor of one of the most

prominent citizens, it obtained the mime of " House's

settlement." Because of the origin of the people, it

was called the " yankee settlement:" and yet again,

owing to the abundant production of an indispensa-

ble vegetable, it was sometimes designated as the

" potato settlement."

FIRST KVF.XTS.

The first birth in the township, or, at least, among
t these setl lers. was that of Christopher, son of Plinney

Johnson, in 1817, and the second was a daughter of

Harvey Covell. afterward the wife of Dwight Buck.

The first marriage was that of William Robinson to

[

Rhoda House, and it occurred in 1817. Both tiro

I

long since deceased. The next was that of William

R. Bebee and Miss Minerva Bell.

The first post office established within the town-

ship was iu 1817. John Beatty, Esq., was postmaster,

and distributed the mails from his log cabin. A dry

goods box. with some shelves added, was used to con-

tain the letters and papers. It is said he never re-

ported to the department, and declined to make any

returns. He was removed and the office discontinued

in perhaps 1818 or 'lit. The inhabitants received

their mail at Sandusky. An office was established on

the Blooiningville road, with Ralph Borders, post-

master. This was discontinued many years since.

The first dry goods store first opened in this town-

ship was by John Beatty at his dwelling at a very

early period; and second by Julius House, Esq., who
opened a very limited as-ortmeiit uear his residence

at the comers. Neither of these were continued very-

long.

The first public road laid out and opened through

the township, was doubtless that to Bloomiugville.

ami on to Fremont: second, from Milan to Sanduskv,

and third, from Blooiningville to Sandusky.

The only mill erected in the township was a saw-

mill on Pike creek, a few rods below the present

;
crossing of the road from Sandusky to House's sct'.le-
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meat, near the county poor house. It was built by

Joint Beatty in 1817 or '18.

OKtiAXIZATIOX.

In the spring of 181?. the settlers voted at Bloom-

ingville. In October following, an election was held

in the log school house near Jesse Taylor's. John

Freese, Julius House and Eleazur Lockwood were

judges, and John Beatty and Richard I\ Christopher,

clerks. In the subsequent spring the township elec-

tion was held at the same place. John Beatty was

elected clerk: Eleaaur Lockwood, John Freese and

Julius House, trustees: William EL Bebee and Ros-

well Hubbard, constables: John Dillingham and Har-

vey Covell. fence viewers. The first justice of the

peace was Julius House, who officiated for many
years.

CIIfKVHE-S.

The first sermon preached iu the township was by

Rev. Mr. Montgomery, a Methodist minister, then

residing iu Cleveland. This was in 18l«. Many of

the colony that came in the fall of 1815 were of die

Methodist faith, and a class was organized, it is

thought, the sumc fall. This has been continued

withoui interruption from that to the present time.

Among the preachers of an early day who occasionally

visited the settlement were: William hurley. True
Pattie. James Mclntyrc. and Harry U. Sheldon, of

the Methodist, and Alva Coe, the noted missionary

among the Indians, who was of the Congregational

church. It is believed that no religious denomina-

tion other than the Methodist have ever had an or-

ganization in the township.

The. first Sabbath school was organized iu about

1830 or 1831 by Judge- Moors. Farwell. and F. 0.

Parish, of Sandusky.

SCHOOLS.

The next winter after the arrival of the colony, a

log school house was put up near the present corners,

and a school was kept in it that winter by Dr. Rich-

ard P. Christopher, a graduate of Yale college. His

compensation was sixteen dollars per month, which

was paid by the patrons of the school in proportion

to the number sent by each family. The next sum-

mer the school was taught by Miss Ann Beatty, who
afterwards became the wife of James Johnson.

To the credit of this yankec colony it should be

recorded that schools have been kept oj>en eight

months iu each year from that time to the present.

PHYSICIANS.

The first to settle iu Perkins township was Dr.

Richard P. Christopher, who was one of the company
that came from Connecticut in 1815. as above related.

He was a man of liberal education, being a Yale grad-

uate iu the class of 1814. Among the graduates of

that class were many men of mark in after life.

Dr. Christopher acquired a wide and lucrative prac-

tice. He died many years since, in the neighborhood

where he first settled and practiced.

BHIF BtJI&DIXtt.

Elizur Bell, one of the colony of 1815. was from

Middlebury. Connecticut, and was a ship carpenter.

Iu the township of Huron, some two miles west of

the river, lived a man named Montgomery, and with

him. Abijah Hewitt. These men conceived the idea

of building a small schooner, and approached Mr.

Bell to build it for them. It was proposed to build

it near Montgomery's house, about one and one-half

miles, in a direct line from the lake shore. And it

was finally constructed, where desired, during the

winter and spring of 181«. The craft being ready

for its destined element, the question of pressing im-

portance recurred, how shall she attain to her desti-

nation. To avoid obstructions lying iu the way, it

became necessary to convey this lwat, which was of

some seventy-live tons burden, a distance of about

four miles, to the bauk of the lake, to do this, run-

ners were affixed to the craft, rollers were prepared

to place under the runners, forty yoke of oxen were

attached, twenty yoke to each runner, and in due
time the lake was reached and the "'Polly," named
in honor of the wife of the master builder, safely

launched upon its placid bosom. What ultimately

became of this craft is not definitely known, except

that she was, in 1818, seized by the United States

collector, at Sandusky, for alleged breach of the rev-

enue laws, and lay for some months in the cove of

Sandusky Bay.
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MILAN.

Milan is town number live in range twenty-two.
It is bounded on the north by Huron, east by Berlin,

south by Xorwalk, and west by Oxford. It'- surface
is moderately even, except along the river, where it in

rolling and afford- a fine variety of landscape. The
streams are the Huron river and several very small
tributaries. The river Hows through the township
diagonally from the southwest to the northeast corner.

ORIGINAL OWNERS.

Following ]s a copy of the original drawing of the
land in Milan township, showing who were the first

owners, of the soil ami also the original owners of the
sufferer's claims here compen-atetl:

CusBirn-ATiox No 1. .StiTi»n I

Orlgiruil (imnter*. Am i Lot,.. fla»*ifi,d by.

Phillip Allvn
Wulter Beebe
Thomas (Vardtner
David dardinrr
Abhfi.il Holt
Jas. McEver's heirs
(iunlnn Saltomitall
CorTs Cunningham

t •t.
•1 a si

• •i H
2* 2 0
11 0
18 11 2

M..I 0 <>

11*1 0 0
«2 M

* OUJ Richards el nl

Am't Clatntd

£ t

4 1?

S

a

o
H

I
13

«

II
WW
STh
5K

I

P
0

Footing of Clasalfleallori No. 1. £1,344'

tauud Hughes

( LA«.inc*Tiox No. 2, sre-nos J.

OriotrmJ rVmafres. Am't Lom. Clarified by
e m. a

Elam Luddingiou
Abigail Hughes
Ramuel Bird
Tim thy Bontkon. Jr
Henry York
Levi Pardee
Amo* Morrison
Joseph linns
Elenor Hoy
Alice Mile!.
Stephen Itrowii
William Alley
Nehetniiih Smith
AdruiHah Sherman
Elijah Painter
M«tll|ew Oak,
Jonah Mix
Jalie/! Johnson
Elijah Hill-
William Oreenoiigh
William Mun»neld
Nathan Man-Held
Johlel Korla-K
Daniel Lvninn
Kev Mi-Willi«loii
John Whitnev K*|
John Wu.Hl«rnnl. Jr

I «. .*

|HS s T

37 !'.' A
12 .'

•

13 s 0
4 1 10

; It 0
1 'i 0
J 0
i IT II

ft - II

0
!• 4 4
:i 18 • >

211 15 0
14 • 0
1» 6 1

i:, 1!' 0
13 1 4
l<! 11 <i

I*
14 <;

47 IT '.i

3 IM r,

173 13 1

.His

ISR In i

IV 11

William ManshVId

Johiel Forties' heirs

(-'omn>ltt>-e

Am't Vlamril

£ ». it.

It* • 7
H n 5
42 i 5
: ; K 0
4 4 10

1R (I

1 0 0
t 5 "

1 II

.-. 1 0
H |o 0

'1 a
1 in 7
rl !'. 1

e •l 1 1

K 8

•i 4 in

in ii

11 111 s

47 I
:! 10 i".

173 13 1

IM 8 In

21 M 1

nt 1

*

1m :- 8

Fooling of <Jln'.ilrtcatioii No 2, £1.311 ;

OrigimU UninUm
£

OorTs Cunningham hi
Joanna Ber-1»- -ejii

urn atiom No. 3, Srj-rios 3

Am't Liu* CkuHfM by.

i ,(

Joseph l'he«-l«

Ruth Harris
Ami Hari<'<«-k
Owen Seal
Bathsh- Ui Skinner

a
140
'•1

ISO
James Stewart . U
Jatue* Tilli y !.'•:''

Rebeeea Cli'un-h Dl
Matthew lintvoM 10
Elizalieih HoUworth 4'<

limit \ Hi-iiip-reaii T

Thankful Siuntnn
Roswell ttakaMWI I*" 1

Joiinna short iTC
feobtri iiuiitip ii
John Bame* -

1

Jeremiah Miller a.Vi

14
i

"o
3

14
n

If

1(1

y.

it

8
:

K

O
14
ii

is

Kliene/er ATerv. Jr .

ami others
6
o !

a
|

3
10

0
o
M
I
• i

n
6
71

1104 Jvbh

John Kin-man
.I'-anna s|„,,

t

Rohen i.alltip

Miller

Footing of C'lassitlentlou No. 3 l'l. H»

Am't pimmi
£ ». d

r« 3 1 11

' Ui 0
l.-i A II
'is

n> 11 t
11

I 1 s
rm 0 0

g 1*4
It 11>
IS .,,

i 4 u
* 17
3 3 10

T -•

si n "4
IT. U 10
11 1.. 0
SO Ii

441 $
341 0

Original tiranttt*.

Sarnh n*rri«
Jeremlaa Miller
Ephraim Minor
Seth Sears
Rufus Avery
Allow Loilyartf
Araos PrentlL-e

('LJkasiFiC ATios No 4 Section 4

Am't Lo*m. Cla**ificit by.

ITT

S53S
I4S

13M
142
5<W

is

17
IV

18

<f

|u

4

I

in

8

Am't Clcutrit.

£ ». d
Sarah Harris' heirs 177 7 i
John S. Miller V> 1 814

34* 17 4

Heirs of Seth Sears 13 19 T

Ommittee SO 11 74
142 7 in

Roberf Latham WW 1 6

7 0Footing of Clarification No 4. £1.344

ANCIENT REMAINS.

When and by whom the strange earth-works and

fortifications, scattered through America, were made,
will ever be a matter of conjecture, but from their

nature and the fact that there are, or were, no Indian
traditions concerning them, it has become a common
belief that they were the work of a superior race,

which has passed away and left no other sign of its

existence. They have, therefore, the interest of the

romantic, and to even mind form a more or less

faacinating subject for reflect ion and wonder—a sub-

ject upon which nothing can be known, and w hich is,

therefore, rich in suggestion for the imagination.

In the township of Milan there were three clearly-

defined fortifications when the first settler- nunc into

the country, and they are still not entirely leveled by
the plowshare. All three were upon the high banks
of the Huron; the first in the second section, near
the north line, and on the west sjije of the river; the

second in the first section, on the east side of the
river, and the third in the fourth section, on the

Daniel- farm, more lately occupied by Mrs. Morrill.

Pi W. Fowler, one of the pioneers of Milan, describes

those earth-works, as first -ten by him, to have been
from two t-i four feet above the surface of the ground.
Large trees were growing upon some of these em-
bankment-. Near those forts were mounds or hil-

locks, which were found to contain human bones,

promiscuously thrown together, a- if a large number
of bodies had been buried at one time. The skull

bones, when found entire, were shown by measure-

ment to be larger, upon the average, than those of

the pre-ent race, and all exhibited marks that would
indicate that life had been taken in deadly combat.

Scattered among the skull- and vertebra?, and arm
and kg bones, were -tune pipe- and fragments of

burnt clay. Other than these poor mortal remains,
and the few trinkets, three was nothing in theaucient
sepulchres to testify of the nature of the vanished

race.

THE INMANS ANI» MORAVIAN M ON A Rl Es.

" What tales, if there be tongues in trees

Tlies^ gianl oaks conhi tell

Of lieings bora and hurieil here
'

The fertile lands along the Huron afforded subsist

ence to the Indians lung before the advent of the

<4is«)
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white man. The early settlers speak of having found

tine fields free from timber all along the river, ami

say that the umlerbush was so cleared from the forests

that the deer, as they bounded along, could Ik? seen

half a mile off through the steady vistas. The princi-

pal Indian village was where the town of Milan was

since located, but there were smaller settlements ex-

tending from the north line of the township as far as

Ridgefield. There were, undoubtedly, a thousand

red men in this group, principally of the Delaware

and Ottawas,—the latter commonly called Tawas.

Here, to a greater extent than in most other localities

where the Indians have been known to have had

permanent villages, they followed in a rude way the

arts of peace during the intervals between their ex-

tended hunting journeys: here was to lie seen the

domestic side of the savage nature; here burned the

council tires of the chiefs, and here were celebrated

the religions rites of a race that is now scarcely

known, except through scanty historical savings, and

the vague, often unreliable traditions of the early

whites, transmitted through the general ions of t heir

descendants.

To this village and its outlying settlements, lying

upon the high banks of the Huron, and surrounded

by charming natural scenery, more beautiful, then,

than now, came the Moravian missionaries in 1787.

Their old mission stations upon the Tuscarawas and

Muskingum rivers being broken up by the persecu-

tion of the white settlers, they had wandered from

one place to another, and finally a few of them under

the guidance of the Rev. Christian Frederick Dencke

started a new mission on the spot where Milan now

stauds. The Indian name of the village was Pequot-

ting, and the mission was regarded as a brand) of the

Gnadeuhutten mission. The mission house was upon

the lot adjoining that, on which the Presbyterian

Church was afterwards built. The chapel, sur-

mounted by a bell, stood near by. Indian" David oc-

cupied a house in the immediate vicinity, and there

were fifteen other houses belonging to those interested

in the mission,—the Christian Indians. The Rev.

Christian Frederick Dencke who had charge of this

mission, has been described by those who knew him.

as a man of great learning and most thoroughly de-

voted to the cause in which he labored. He taught

his followers the riulimeuts of education as well as

the tenets of his religion. According to all accounts,

he was a very kind, warm-hearted man, courteous,

generous and hospitable. He was a native of Iceland,

and his father was a missionary in that country.

The Indian* who belonged to this mission, it should

be borne in mind, were only a small part of the num-

ber living in the settlement. Comparatively little

seems to have been accomplished in making converts

among the mass of these savages, though some of

them were christianized. Doubtless, mauy more

might have been added to the little flock, had it not

been for the disturbing influence of the white man's

arrival. The Indians, shy always of their pale faced

brother, though treated here with the utmost friend-

liness, began to leave the settlement when the pioneers

came, in the year 180D. and by the following year only

a very few remained. Those belonging to the mission

removed to Canada.

There was also another Moravian missionary, with

a small band of Indian followers, in the township

from 1787 to 1703. Their settlement was upon the east

side of the Huron, about three-quarters of a mile

north of the old county seat, and was known as New
Salem. David Zeisberger, of whose life and works,

as well as those of Dencke, much is said elsewhere in

this history, was the missionary in charge of this

settlement.

THE IMOXEKRS AND THE WAK OK 1812.

Two years after the survey was made, David

Abbott bought a tract of eight hundred acres of land

lying in section number two. and upon both sides of

the river. .Tared Ward became the first resident of

Avery, now called Milan, settling upon this tract of

land in the same year, and immediately ttegiiiiiing

preparations for farming upon the Indian bottom.

John Walworth, of Cleveland, purchased the same

year a large tract of land, which he soon after sold to

r Charles Parker, who moved in with his family in 1810.

Seelick Comstock came the same year. A number of

;
families located as squatters upon the lands that had

1 been occupied and in a measure tilled by the Indians.

|

Three of them—Starr. Laughliu, and Burdue, after-

wards bought lands in Berlin township, but most of

them moved away during the war, not to return.

Three settlements were formed which made the points

of a triangle, of which Milan afterwards formed the

center. Another settlement was commenced in 1811,

in the northwest corner of the township, by Thomas
Jeffrey, Josiah Smith, Dydimns and Elijah Kinney,

and George Colvin. These settlements filled up rap-

idly, so that prior to the war of 18P2, the number,

including unmarried men, was not far from two hun-

dred and twenty-five. Following are the names of

those who were heads of families, as given by the

Hon. F. W. Fowler, of Milan. In section one: Hoe-

mer Merry, Reuben Pixley, G. Harvey. Section 1 wo:

David Abbott. David Barrett, Jared Ward, Elijah

Pollock, James Leach, Nathaniel G lines, Alexander

Mason, A. Collins. Section three: Thomas Jeffrey,

Josiah Smith, William Smith. Phineas Tillottson,

George Colvin, Dydimns Kinney. Elijah Kinney,

Stephen Kinney, David Smith. Section four: Charles

Parker. Winslow Perry. James Payne. W. Hubbard,

James Guthrie, William Howard. A. Wilson,

Eldridge. With a beautiful location and a fertile

soil, an unusually large number of settlers, ami nearly

all of them of the class qualified to make the commu-
nity oue of good character, the pioneers naturally

looked forward to a pleasant and profitable residence

in theirjoew homes. But their hopes were blasted by

the declaration of war on the part of Great Britain,

which caused the wildest alarm and utmost anxiety
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throughout t lie sparsely settled frontier, and created

grave apprehensions in the older settlement!', more

remote from the prohable scene of the strife.

But little need here be said of the incidents of that

war, for a chapter elsewhere is devoted to the subject.

The wild and hurried Might of the people from Milan

township, and all of the* country adjacent and north*

W*rd, though from a false alarm, was none the less

terrible, for the living people had every reason to be-

lieve they were pursued by the British soldiers and

their red allies. After Hull's surrender the red coats

were seen landing men upon the lake shore, and im-

mediately those who saw this sight, becoming panic

stricken, fled through the country southward, carry-

ing with them the terrible tidings. The Might was

instantaneous and universal, all going in the direction

of Mansfield. By the time they reached the State

road, leading south, the only one then open, night

had come on. The company had increased to such

an extent that the road was thronged for half a mile.

Many had left without snthVient clothing, or food for

their needs, abandoning everything, that they might

save life. About midnight the panic was arrested by

the appearance in the rear, of men carrying packs but

not armed. It was not long before they were discovered

to be Hull's surrendered, and disarmed soldiers, who
by the terms of the capitulation were landed that they

might return home. In the morning, after consulta-

tion, a greater part of the crowd who bad left their

homes continued upon their way to Mansfield, and

the remainder, returning to Avery. (Milan), secured

their effects the best way they could, and then passed

down the lake to Black River and other points. The
men then made up a company and ret timed to Huron.

Joseph Quigley, of Black Hiver. was elected captain of

this company, and David Barrett, of Milan, lieutenant.

After the arrival of some scattering companies and

the main army, General Perkins established Camp
Avery on the east side of the Huron river, on lands

owned by Ebenezer Merry. Those among the soldiers

who lived in the immediate vicinity, were then dis

banded that they might attend to their home duties,

though it was conditioned that they should still re-

main subject to call in case of need.

The soldiers remained at this camp until the fol-

lowing winter, a company of rangers also Mug
stationed at a block house that was built in section

four, of Milan township, upon the farm of Charles

Parker. They bad the double duty to jterform of

protecting themselves from the British soldiers and

the property in the vicinity from the roving plun-

derer-', who were mostly Indians who had formerly

lived in the vicinity. Many times the settlers had to

abandon their homes and take shelter in the fort.

Once a portion of the army was dispatched after the

enemy to the jivninsula. They found and attacked

them there. It was in this engagement that Alex-

ander Mason lost his life, as did also Mr. Ramsdeil

and Daniel Mingus. Two men, by the names of Sey-

mour and Pixlcy. who went out from Parker's block

house one morning, to cut down a bee-tree, were oxer-

whelmed by Indians who lay in ambush. Seymour

was killed and his companion taken prisoner. He
afterwards said that most of the Indians had Ikvh

umong the residents of the village. Indians were

constantly lurking about, and danger was present

[

upon every side. The settlers were in constant

anxiety, and every unusual sound was feared to lie

the signal for a terrible onslaught and massacre.

Fortunately there was no such general attack, though

almost every day there was some minor evil deed

committed, or some occurence to cause alarm. When
peace came it brought such a sense of relief that most

of those who had remained away, during the war. re-

turned to this favored locality of their adoption.

Other settlers came in from the east, society was

formed, religious organizations sprang into being,

a village was laid out, industry progressed in old and

found new channels, too. Then began the period of

Milan's prosperty. The growth and development of

the farming interests were as rapid as was usual in

I other townships, and the progress of the village its

and manufacturing and commercial interests some-

thing qmt« phenomenal.

KlhsiT EVENTS.

There is reason to believe, but not positive knowl-

edge, that the first white child born to any of the

permanent settlers of Milan, was a daughter of

Lazarus Young, afterwards the wife of Amherst Mil-

liman. of Townsend, Huron county.

The first physicians were Doctors Goodwin and

Guthrie. Before their arrival in the settlement, people

in need of medical attention were obliged to send to

Cleveland, from which place a Dr. Long frequently

came to Milan.

The first military company upon the Fire-lands,

was formed in the fall of 1811. and met for its first

muster on, April 1st. following, at John B. Flein-

niond's. David Barrett, of Milan, was elected captain

|
of this militia organization.

Two deaths occurred in the township in the summer
season of 1811. Both were children, one from the

family of George Miller, and the other from that of

David Barrett.

The first log house was built by a party of young

men, Barrett, Nathaniel Glines, Seth Hayes,

Ebenezer Hayes, F. \V. Fowler. Stephen Worthington

and L. Durand, in 1810, and was located in section two.

This was the first improvement by white inhabitants

in the township, except the beginning made on the

opposite side of the river, by Jure*] Ward.

The first framed building was a barn built by David

Abbott. The first framed dwelling was also built by

Mr. Abbott. This i> also -aid to have been the first

residence, other than a log cabin, npon the Fire-lands.

olio \ MZATION".

The township of Avery was originally connected

with Huron, and included under that name. The
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first election was held at John B. Pieman's (or

Flcnimoud'-;), on (he east bank of the river, and about

two miles froth the lake. Jabez Wright and David

Abbott were elected justices of the |K?ace; F. W.
Fowler, constable, and Almon Rugglcs, recorder.

THE OLD lOl'XTY SEAT.

The legislature passed. February *. 18<»9. an act

authorizing the erection of Huron county—embrac-

ing all of the Fire-land<. Upon the 29th of Janu-

ary, 1811. the legislature appointed as commissioners

to fix the seat of the county: E. Quinhy, of Trumbull
county. Stephen Clark, of Geauga, and Solomon

Griswold, of Ashtabula. They were ordered to make
returns or reports, of the action they had taken, to the

court of common pleas, to be held in Cuyahoga
county, and, in pursuance to this order, they, upon

June 15. 1811, reported that they had fixed upon

Avery township for the seat of justice. The exact

location was at Camp Avery, about a mile below the

site of Milan village. The first court was held at

this point, or at the residence of David Abbott, in the

fall of 1815(in which year the county was organized).

Considerable dissatisfaction was expressed by those

who attended this court, because there was no good

water procurable, and it was suggested by somebody,

familiar with the country, that there was a fine ridge

running through Norwalk township, and that, in all

probability, good water could there be found. Thus
was begun the movement that resulted in the removal

of the county seat from Milan township, which was

accomplished in 1818, by a process similar to that by

which it was originally located. [It is needless to

say anything further upon this subject, in the history

of Milan, as the facts are fully set forth in the chap-

ter upon Norwalk,
]

A court house was was commenced in 1817, upon

the Abbott farm, but was never finished. It stood

for many years.

RELIGIOUS.

The earliest religious meetings in Milan other than

those held by the Moravian missionaries were irregular

gatherings at barns and private houses addressed by

various itinerant preachers. Among them was the

Rev. Milton Badger who preached in the Abbott

settlement before the war, and was chaplain at Fort

Avery during the war. The Methodists organized a

class iti the Jeffrey neighborhood as early as 1816,

and Thomas Jeffrey was its leader. The Rev. Father

tiurley, Rev. Manger, the earnest and eccentric

James Mclntyre, Rev. Mr. Tillottson, "who spoke

under the influence of spirits—from a bottle", were

among the early preachers of this denomination.

The Presbyterian Church was organized under the

name of the First Congregational C hurch of Huron,

April Vk 1818, in a log house at Spear's corners, the

preachers presiding npOn that occasion being the Rev.

William Williams and Rev, Alvin Coe. of the Con-

necticut Missionary Society. The first members of

the church, all cf them deceased many years ago,

were William Spears and his wife. Love, Gilbert Sex-

ton and his wife Deborah, William and Philo Adams
and their mother, Eleanor. In 1819. the church re-

ceived • a number of accessions. Religious services

were held every Sunday, alternately at the houses of

Mr. Sj tears and Seth A. Adams, and later at the log

1 houses built in the neighborhood. In 1823, the

! chnrch removed from Spears' corners to Milan, and

changed its name to the First Congregational Church

of Milan. The first officers—two deacons—were ap-

pointed in 1824. They were Henry Buckingham and

Joseph Demond. In the following year, the church

changed the form of its government to the Presby-

terian, and elected three ruling elders: William Spears,

Joseph Demond and David Everett. At this time

thece were thirty-seven members. After the removal

of the church to the village, meetings were held in a

school house which stood on the lot uow occupied by

the town hall, and subsequently in the yellow school

house. The call for services was the blowing of a

horn. An era of unwonted pro$|>erity dawned upon

the church in 1829, beginning under the preaching

|

of Rev. Everton Judson. A new impulse was given

to the church which had lapsed somewhat from its

past prosperous condition, and a strong feeling of

interest was awakened in the village which had, then,

1 about four hundred inhabitants.

In 1828. the legislature incorporated the First

Presbyterian Society of Milan, but no movement was

made to erect a church until 1*35. when a few citi-

zens convened at the suggestion of N. M. Standart,

Esq., to devise measures to secure this object. The

result was the completion, two years later,*of the

present substantial house of worship, the expense

being about eight thousand dollars. The first minis-

ter who labored with this congregation was the Rev.

Lot B. Sullivam. who preached at Star's corners and

in the Adams neighborhood. For some time after,

the church was destitute of a pastor, and was sup-

plied with occasional preaching by Revs. Alvin Coe,

Caleb Pitkin. J. Seward, Alfred H. Betts. Wm. San-

ford and J. Treat. The next regular pastor was the

Rev. Thomas L. Shipman. Those who followed

were Isaac S. Dcniund, W. M. Adams, Everton Jud-

son, Newton Barrett, J. M. Haves, Alanson Hart-

j>cnce. and the present pastor. Rev. J. II. Walters,

who was installed October 7, 1850, although he began

preaching to the society as early as May, 1855. The
Rev. Everton Judson, who began his labor with the

church in 18*29, continued his relation until removed

by death in 1848. and his services were very largely

I

instrumental in building up the church to a condi-

tion of prosperous and active life.

The Methodist Episcopal Chnrch was organized in

1830, and the house of worship erected in 184">. The
chnrch has increased to a membership of about one

hundred and fifty persons.

St. Luke's Episcopal Church was organized in I84«»,

ami a year later a house of worship was erected, which
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was destroyed in IHt',', by tire. A new building was

immediately erected upon the site of the old one.

The Roman Catholic Church »'U built in ISM.
More recently there have been formed two other

churches in the township, the Lutheran and Re-

formed Society of Friends. All of the churches ex-

cept these two are in Milan village.

The first Snndav school in Milan, and one of the

earliest in the Fire-lands, was organized at Spear's

corners in the spring of 1818, and was afterward

under the snperintendenev of Philo Adams. Sunday
schools have been regularly maintained in the village

since 1830. and also throughout the township during
a portion of each year.

eakly SCHOOLS.

The first school in the township was undoubtedly
that in the Abbott settlement, taught, before the war.

by a Miss Gilbert, from Newburg, afterward Mrs.

Dr. Goodwin.

In the winter of 1817. a school house was built in

the Spear settlement, and a school was held in it by

Marshall Miller.

The first school in Milan village was opened in the

spring of isi't. in a new barn owned by Elnnczer
Merry, and was taught by Miss Susan Williams. In

the fall of the same year, a school house was built

upon the spot where many years later the Eagle tavern

was located, and where the town hall now stands.

In 1824. the old yellow school house was built.

HIKOX I N STITl'TE,

Huron Institute, which owed its existence to the

extensive revivals of religion in the churches of Huron

Presbytery in the years 1830 and '31. was incorporated

by act of the legislature iu 1832. It was proposed to

raise four thousand dollars at the start for the pur-

pose of securing a site and erectinga building for the

use of the institution, and the j>eople of Milan, on

condition that the school -hould lie located in their

village, promised to give one-half of this amount.

The pledge was fully realized, and the expectation of

the friends of the movement was more than satis-

lied, for the school became a very thriving concern.

The people being anxious that the school should be

established at once and it being impossible that the

institute building could be finished before the fall or

winter of 1832. the first term was opi ned in April, of

that year, in the office of J. Smith, Es.p Six stu-

dents were present at the opening, and before the

ipiarter was finished, twenty-five wore enrolled. The
Rev. E. Barber was made principal. The second

quarter began with thirty-six pupils, and before the

year was ended, over ninety names were upon the roll

—forty-six males and forty-four females. During the

third year, the building having before that lime been

furnished and ample accommodations thus afforded,

the number of students was as high as one hundred

and twenty-seven. It was the desire of the the trus-

tees of the institute to place education within the

reach of all who would avail themselves of it. and in

this they succeeded as nearly as was possible. The
tuition was fixed at four dollars per ipiarter in the

classical department, and at three dollar.- in the Eng-

lish and female department, and the principal took

it upon himself to furnish instruction from the avails

I

of the tuition bills. Board was furnished by many
of the best families in Milan at merely nominal rate-.

No student was ever refused admission or dismissed

because too poor to pay his way in the institute.

Rev. Mr. Barber's assistant, during the first year,

was Henry Ballentine, afterwards a missionary to

India. Benjamin Judson succeeded him, and re-

mained iu the institute until 1835. Mrs. C. B.

Stuart and Mrs. E. A. Hubbard were also connected

with the school during this period. In the summer
of 1835, Mr. Barber resigned, on account of sickness,

his position as principal, ami S. C. Hickok was ap-

1 pointed in his place. He remained in charge until

\s.V.K Henry W, Williams was elected principal in

1843. and Rev. Lemuel Bliss in 1848. Two years

later. Robert Bliss, a Boston gentleman, was chosen

to this place, but he resigned in a few days, and T.

I

S. Bradley, of Auburn theological seminary, became
' the manager of the school in his stead. He was fol-

lowed by Nathan Barrows. Dwight Sayles and John

McKee. In 1858. the trustees leased the building to

Rev. Asa Brainard and S. F. Newman for the pur-

pose of a normal school. The school was successfully

conducted by these gentlemen in partnership, and

after Mr. Brainard's death, by Mr. Newman alone,

until 1871, when it came under the management of

the present teacher, Mis- Delia Palmer, who now has,

in the old building, a flourishing school.

A very valuable work has been accomplished by the

old institute, and many have cause to look back to it

lovingly and thankfully, as the .limn Matrr which

well prepared them for the world. At the time it

wa- e-tablished it was the only school on the Reserve,

we-t of Hudson, where young nu n could be prepared

for college.

THE I'N'IoX SCHOOLS

were established in 184'.l, under the law passed iu

' that year, and the following board of education was

elected: Daniel Hamilton, dames H. Kennedy, fieorge

Barney, Hiram McMillan. S. F. Taylor, Harry Chase.

The fir.-t superintendent was C. F. Royce. The main

school building, -till in use, was erected in 1850, and

\ the "old yellow school house." built before that time,

was moved to its present location and remodeled.

in >.\ I >s,.

The lir-t wagon road was cut out ami cleared by

Ebenezer Hayes and F, W. Fowler in the winter of

j

1810-11. from the mouth of the Huron river on the

I
east side, tip the river to the Abbott farm, and thence

southerly, past the farms of Kbene/er and Ho-mer

I Merry and Gundin lVrrin, to the north and south

: sectio : line of Norwalk.
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The Columbia road was opened the same winter,

from the east side of the mouth of the river to the

east line of the Fire-lands, where it joined a road

from Columbia town-hip, Lorain county.

In the -print: of 1811, another road was laid out in

the western part of the township by J a be z Wright,

.lan d Ward and Charles Itanium. It lead from the

lake shore, west of the month of the river, southerly

past the farms of Wright and Ward, to the residence

of Charles Parker, in the fourth section of Milan, and
thence up the river to Momoeville, and from that

point southerly to New Haven, on nearly the same
line that is traveled to-day.

MILAN VI LL AGE.

In 1K1«, say several accounts, (hut in 1817 as shown
by the records in the court house), Ebenezcr Merry,

who came into the township in 1814, hud out the

town of Milan, originally known as Bealty after the

first owner of the land. He also began the same year,

or jierhaps the previous year, in company with Isaac

Tup|»er and Job C. Smith, the erection of the first

grist mill in the township, upon the site of the pre*,

ent mill. Before the mill was completed he pur-

chased his partners' interests ami thus became sole

owner. Previous to the building of this mill, people

had to go a great distance for their grist, or grind it

by some rude method at home. The mill brought

people to this locality from all directions and was

really the nucleus around which grew the village.

The location of the village, too, was a pleasant one.

and people being quick to appreciate this fact, and to

expect a fast growth, the lot- were stum sold off. By

the year 181!' <|tiite a number of houses had been

built. The first stock of goods was brought in the

same year by James William-, P. R. Hopkins and

David W. Hiuinan. A large distillery was built by

William B. Mason and Moodcy Mears. F. W. Fowler

began keeping a public house—the ri r>t one built—in

1821. Joseph M. Choate set in operation a carding

machine and fulling works. Xecdham Standart, af-

terwards of the firm of Standart A Hamilton, opened

a store in which he did a large business for years.

Ralph and (ieorge Lockwood, who were doing busi-

ness in Norwalk township ((iibbs' Corners), opened a

store in a large double dwelling house. Mr. Ralph

Lockwood became postmaster of Merry's Mills, as the

place was then called, ami remained seventeen years

in that office. Henry Lockwood began the hatting

business in 1824. The Lockwood block, afterward

burned, was built as early as 1S2T. In 1833 there

were ten stores in the place. The Eagle tavern,

which occupied the present site of the town hall, was

opened in 1824.

These facts afford something of an idea of what

Milan was during the first few years of its existence,

but there are others, relating to the vessel building,

to the great grain trade, and in her commerce, that

make a still more favorable showing of her importance.

CUMMER' K—TH E MILAN' CANAL.

A meeting of the citizens of Milan, and the town-

ship adjoining, was held at the house of F. W. Fowler,

as early as 1823, to take into consideration the project

of building a harbor at the mouth of the Huron, for

the safe entrance of all lake craft. As a committee

to examine into the feasibility of this plan, the fol-

lowing men were appointed: (ieorge W. Choate,

Philo Adams, N. P. Mason. Schuyler Van Rensselaer,

David (iibbs. Frederick Forsyth. X. M. Standart,

James Williams and Ralph I •kwood. A meeting

was sub-e<pientlv held, at which this committee made
a report favoring the project, and a company was

regularly organized to prosecute the work. Five

director- were elected, as follows: Jabez Wright,

Philo Adams, II. N. Jenkins, N. M. Standart. B. X.

Adams. The work was l>egnn in 1824, under the

superintendence of Charles Wheaton. of Milan, and

when he died, the following fall, Zebnlon Stevens, of

Huron, was elected to his place. The work was

carried on until the company's money was exhausted,

and shortly after the national government took it up

and completed it.

We have l»een thus particular to speak of this

enterprise , because, though not strictly belonging to

Milan township, it, nevertheless, was a project in

which, as shown above, Milan people were intereste d,

and one which did much to develop the town ami

bring about other improvements.

Vessel building was commenced in Milan in 1S»>7.

In that year Benjamin X. Abbott built the schooner

Mary Abbott, and in 182J* loaded her with produce,

which he took to New York city, by the way of the lake

to Buffalo, and thence by the Xew York and Erie canal.

He returned with a cargo of merchandise. This was

the first ves-el to make the trip, and the only one.

About the same time II. X. Jenkins built the schooner,

Louisa Jenkins, at Lock wood's landing, and upon her

maiden trip took a load of wheat to Buffalo.

The legislature at its session of 1838 granted a

charter for the formation of acompany to build a ship

canal from Merry's mill pond to the navigable waters

of the Huron, and a tow path on the bank of the

river to its mouth: the commissioners named in the

charter, for receiving subscription- being Jabez

Wright, Ebcnezcr Merry. Ralph Lockwood. (ieorge

Lockwood and Timothy Baker. In the summer of

1831. books were ojtened at Milan for subscriptions to

I
the Milan Canal Company's stock, and a sufficient

I amount was immediately secured to warrant the per-

fection of the organization. At a meeting held at

F. W. Fowler's house August 2T. 1831, the following

five directors were elected: Ehenezer Merry, Ehenezer

Andrews, George Lockwood, Daniel Hamilton and F.

W. Fowler. The work was commenced in 1832, but,

for want of means, was not completed until 1839.

The Fourth of July of that year was a gala day for

Milan, for it was so realized by the pas-age of the

first boat through the canal. Early in the morning
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.the schooner Kewaune, Captain Moran, arrived in the

canal basin, and was moored at the dock. She was

saluted w ith the firing of cannon. Eater the people of

the village assembled in front of the Presbyterian

Church, and forming in a column, with a band of

music at the head, inarched through the village and
down the hill to the canal wharf where the Kewaune
lay. Captain Moran was saluted in behalf of the

ladies of .Milan, by Mis- Maria Hutman. and presented

with a national flag for his vessel. The citizens then

went aboard the Kewaune and her lighter, the Water

Witch and the two boats with flying colors, bands

playing, and cannon tiring, sailed down the canal to

the river. Upon their return a procession was again

formed, and all went to the Eagle tavern, then kept

by Jennings & Kline, where they partook of a dinner,

and drank toasts to the future prosperity of Milan

and the canal.

The completion of this canal caused Milau to

become a great point for vessel building, and

made it the market for all the wheat and other

products that the country did not need for home con-

sumption. A great impetus was given to all in-

dustries. In the autumn, farmers thronged all of

the road- leading to Milan, bringing in their grain.

Many came from a distance of seventy or eighty

miles south. The roadway down to the warehouse

Wag often blockaded with teams, and the .-<piare

packed. Some of the wagons had in them loads of a

hundred bushels of grain, ami were drawn by four or

six horses. Six or seven hundred wagons have arrived

in one day. As many as twenty sail vessels have been

loaded in a single day, and as much as ihirty-flve

thousand bushel- of grain put on board. The total re-

ceipts from canal tolls were one hundred and two thou-

sand dollars, and the dividend to stockholders, was

twenty thousand dollars. The value of exports in

1844, was eight hundred and twenty-live thousand

dollars, mostly in wheat and flour. The value of

imports, for the same time, was six hundred and

thirty thousand dollars. In 1853. there were three

thousand seven hundred barrels of salt imported. In

1S>5. stoves were shipped to the number of eight

hundred and seventy-eight thousand. In lSdfi.

four hundred and ten thousand bushels of grain

were shipped, and the aggregate of grain shipped in

eleven years, from 1853, was nearly five million

bushels.

Railroads began to draw away the business of

Milan in 1850, and in 1854 the C. & T. (now the L.

S. & M. S. R. EL), tapj>ed all of the thoroughfares

leading in from the south. Thus, was Milan practi-

cally ruined, as a business town, though still, from its

loveliness of location, neatm— of keeping, and good

character of |>eople and institutions, left a de-irable

place of residence. Its growth was greatest between

the the years 1*4«> and 1830, when it rose from a vil-

lage of five hundred inhabitants to one of over thirteen

hundred. Fifty or sixty house- were built in 1849

and the following year.

tKCOBPORATIOK.

The vdlage came into being as a municipal corpo-

ration, in 1833. the act of the legislature l>eing passed

February 28d, and the first election held April 'ith.

George Eockwood and John S. Rutman were judges,

and William S. Hyde, clerk. The following is a

transcript from the poll book:

"The said election was held open until three o'clock, on said 6th day
of April, when the votes were counted and it was found that John Smith,

(tanner), had received a plurality of all the votes fur mayor, and that

the other offloer* eleoted luid been as follows: Trustee*. Ebeneier
Merrry, Henry Lockwood. Giles Chapln. John Smith, icarpenterj. Phi-

lander VVtlber; Recorder, Nathan Jenkins
"

The first ordinance passed wa* for the assistance of

the Milan Canal Company, and it was voted that

twenty bonds, each for one thousand dollars, be issued

for this purpose.

THE FAMILIES OF EMEXEZER AND HosMKK MEKKY.

The Merry families, of Milau, were among the

most prominent of the early settlers and most con-

spicuously identified with the growth of the township.

Ebenezer Merry, the elder of the brothers who came
to Milan, was born in East Hartford. Connecticut,

July 21, 1TT3, ami his family removed soon after to

Kinderhook, New York. In i;:c\ he went to the

"(Jeuesee country," and rive years later made another

advancement into the wilderne-s. stopping in Mentor,

(now iu Ijike county), where he began clearing land.

In 1800, he returned to we-tern New York, ami there

married Charlotte, daughter of Aaron and Sarah

Adams. She was born in Tinmouth, Vermont, on
the 1 7th of August, K8n. and had removed to York
State at the age of fourteen years. The young couple

immediately set out for their western home, accom-
panied by Hosmer Merry, a brother of Ebenezer. ami
made the wedding trip in twelve days, following the

Indian trail and sleeping iu Indian wigwams, upon
the ground: or, if they were fortunate enough to find

them, in the cabin- of the white settlers. Thcv
arrived in Mentor, May 86th. Of the three families

then in that place, two, those of Jared Ward and
Charles Parker, afterward removed to Milan. After

a residence of fourteen year-, Mr. Merry moved to

this township, then called Avery, and located upon
the Huron river, about two miles below the present

village of Milan. This village, as related already,

was platted by Mr. Merry, and its rapid and substan-

tial improvement was attributable almost entirely to

his energy and judicious management of affairs.

Himself and wife here led a happy, busy life. Mi>.

Merry was, in all that the term can possibly imply, a

true help-meet to her husband. She ne\er failed, on
her part, but met every duty and every danger bravely,

ami through all the vicissitudes of a pioneer's lifewa-
! the true wife, the loving mother and the kind friend.

Whether in the rude log cabin, upon the farm, or in

the more commodious quarters at the village, whither

they moved in 181ft. she was equally at home, equally

i active, efficient and cheerful. Nine children were the
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fruit of this nui«»n, viz: Sarah (Mrs. Morrill), now
in Milan: Mary (Mrs. Jncob Stevens), also in Mi-

lan; Jnlia (Mra. Ruggles), died October 11, 18T4:

Martin, in Iowa; Samuel, in Milan; Lucy (Mrs. J.

B. Pier), in Texas; Elizabeth, in Milan; Kbenezer,

auditor of Erie county, and Charjotte, who died,

August 1, 1825.

Mr. Merry died in 1840. at the age of seventy-three

years. Clark Waggoner, of the Toledo ('»inwrci,<f,

spcukingof him in the article which appeared in Feb-

ruary, 1879, in regard to his widow's death, said in-

cidentally: ''It is due to Mr. Merry, to say that his

remarkable capacity as a business man. was always

pervaded and directed by a clear conscientiousness

and recognition of the rights ami interests of others!

fully justifying Rev. Evertoti Jndaoil, pa--tor of the

Presbyterian church, in the choice of his text, for a fu-

neral discourse, to wit: Proverbs xxii. I: - A good name
is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving

favor rather than silver or gold.* His repeated elec-

tions to a seat in the Ohio legislature and two elections

as associate judge (which latter he declined), indi-

cate his standing with his fellow citizens."

Mrs. Charlotte Merry attained the great age of

ninety-eight years, five months and twenty-two days.

She died on the morning of February 8. 1 87*1. and

her funeral took place upon the 11th. The sermon

was preached, on this occasion, by the Rev. J. H.

Walter, and from the same text which, thirty-three

years before, had formed the subject for the funeral

discourse over her husband.

Hosmer Merry, a younger brother of Kbenezer,

though not so widely known and not taking as active

a part in public affairs, was a man of sterling worth

of character. He was born at Kinderhook, New
York, in 1703. He came, as heretofore stated, to

Mentor, with his brother. He was then seventeen

years of age. He returned to Genesee county when

twenty-one, and there married Miss Sarah Frost, who
was born in Watertown, Connecticut, October 28,

1787. He came to Milan in 1810, and removed his

family there in the following year. He located upon

a farm one and a half miles below the village, and

here remained most of the time during the war, and

was engaged, among others of the township, in the

army, for a considerable time, most commonly acting

as teamster and transporting goods. He was one of

the first to visit the American vessels after Commo-
dore Perry's victory. He nsed to relate that, on

arriving near the fleet, and being uncertain whether

the battle had terminated favorably to the American

or British vessels, they ceased rowing, and upon being

assured that Commodore Perry had won the fight, an

old revolutionary hero, by the name of Harvey, sprang

to his feet and, swinging his hat, shouted. " Row.

bo vs. for Clod's sake row."'

Mr. Merry moved to Oxford township in 1833.

His first wife died in August. 1825, leaving six chil-

dren, viz: Ebonezer 0.. now in Bellevue; Henry F.,

now deceased: Fanny, in Indiana; George, in Michi-

gan: William, in Indiana, and Betsey, now deceased.

Mr. Merry married, in 1820, Sarah Reed, who,

upon his death, married Hon. F. W. Fowler, of Milan.

By her he had two children: Mary Ann, now in Find-

ley, and Stephen, deceased.

Mr. Merry died in Oxford, August 23, 1835, at the

age of fifty-two years. He was a man well liked, and

one who did much for the settlement and improve-

ment of the localities in which he lived. He was

justice of the peace in Oxford township at the time

of his death. His son, E. 0. Merry, is at. present a

justice of the peace for Lyme township.
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OXFORD/

Towx.smi' number five, in range twenty-three, is

bounded on the north by Perkins township, on the

south by Ridgcfield, east by Milan and west by the

township of Groton. The surface of the township is

level, except along the course of the streams. The
soil for the greater part is a black loam, which is lich

and productive. In the east and northern portions a

sandy soil predominates.

STHEA MS.

The only stream of importance touching this town-

ship is the Huron river. This Hows through the

southeast corner of the township from the west. Two
other small streams are found in Oxford: Pipe creek,

which Hows through the northern and western part of

tha township, and Crab Apple creek. The course of

this stream is through the southeast part of the town-
ship, emptying iuto Huron river.

ORIOIXAL OWNERS.

For explanation of the following table, the reader

er is referred to the Lyme history:

OXFORD—TOWN NIMBER FIVE. RANOE TWE.VTY-
TUKEE.

No. 1,

Ollginai Grantees Ami La»
I t. <t

Tltun Hurlburt m
Jam** McEver'a h'n«n

M, OUJIIUDI

Original Granlett

Stephen Holt
Richaid t>e*bon
David Mumforvl
Jatne* R"w'er>
Daniel Hull
F.ldrldjre Chester
Daniel i. h> sler
Tillman Chester
Willimn Latham
Satuuel Walworth

S« 10 8

Footing of

Clauiltetl by Amt
£

Et*nexera Lyriia 9S»
I OoJdanl. David
] Ward. Mary Jewlt
I and Furdori J,

Hurlburt -ili

HeiekUb Ripley 1S9

No. i.

No. 1. £1.S44

Am i Lou. Ctauifinl by Am •t eta

£ a. d. £ «. d.
5 a Stephen Holt 5W ia 8 R'b d De*hoo~* h'r* 2*W n 8

31* 5 9 I). Muuifonl s'he>r» 3i> s '«

IN 1« B James Rogers 431 i>.. 5a S 8 3'.' i 8
l 11 0 Ellsha Cheater 8 n ii

i:> IS 8 » IS t,

15 s IS 8
43 James Mitchell i 10 St,
10 11 0 10 5

Fouling of Classification No. i, £1,3

CuumnrATlo* So, 3. Sictios )

OrigimaXOranttt*. Am't Lot*. Clarified by

AIn.-iu. I' !!et

Jnmes Miller
David MauKuring
Samuel BeldeD
M Uuuiont
Wlnth

Am t Clotted

ij sa.ton-.tall
Ellnha Morgan
Cbarlea Chester
Jonathan Harm
Samuel Walworth
John Gordon

£ *. d £
173 4 «• George Potter 57:1
113 - 6 <J3

31 3
'

0 His heint 81 1 0
17T1 13 8 Samuel Uelden ll>l 13
«* 1- s Hexekiali Riplev lill 15 ,

IUH I'J - Wjnth p Salt..u»tall 3rtl 0 8
n 0 .1 tin Morgan

tharle- i 'tenter
Kli«h» Cheater

7 13 0
6 n » « 19 (i

n 0 Jl 1 0
M n t J ,11.- . M 1 bell « iH
l 16 3 Ocorge Potter

1 H ting if < 'Unification No. 3, 0

• Complied froiu the " Menioira " by F. D Drake, Eso,

No 4,

Original Grantee*

Samuel I

£
1TT1

•'I

*.

13

d.
ii SatuiK I

Ami
£ «

1344 7

Footing of Clarification No. 4. i'l.t44 T 0

SETTLEMENT.

The township was first colonized in the month of

February, 1810. by six families from Conneaut, Erie

county. Pennsylvania. They were: Jonathan Sprugue,

Sr., a man far advanced in years, who had been u

lieutenant in the army of the Revolution, and origi-

nally from the State of Vermont. He erected a cabin

on the east bank of Pipe creek, about one fourth of ,

a

mile west of Bloomingville. A son, Jonathan. Jr..

and three families of Dunham's, settled between Mr.

Sprague's and the present Bloomingville. Liuas En-

sign settled on the east bank of Pipe creek, about one

mile southwest of Bloomingville, on the farm after-

wards occupied by John Paxton.

In the month of July of the same year, Thomas
James, from New London. Connecticut, and James

Forsyth, from Northumberland county. Pennsylvania,

moved into the township. .lames settled on a tract

of laud he had previously purchased, some half a mile

northeast of Bloomingville. James Forsyth settled

about one half mile southwest of Bloomingville, and

one fourth of a mile west of Pipe creek. During the

fall of the same year. Nathan, Standish and Huel

Wood located about half a mile cast of Bloomingville.

The next year Thomas Hamilton, Dr. Waitsell Has-

tings and John Dillingham settled at Bloomingville,

and Samuel McGill about one mile southwest of them.

During the summer and fall of this year, Jabez

Wright and Almon Buggies surveyed the township.

Benjamin Drake was in the county at the lime, ami

assisted as chain bearer, and, while so employed, pur-

chased the farm now occupied by his s<»n, F. D. Drake

(lot fifteen, section four). There were large acces-

sions to the colony this year, and many from Con-

neaut, Pennsylvania, located in Grotun township.

The next year, the war with Great Britain checked

emigration, and the cowardlv surrender of the traitor,

Hull, at Detroit, shortly afterward exposed the thinly

scattered settlements of northwestern Ohio to the

depredations of the Indian.-. The inhabitants were

greatly alarmed, and many of them tied to the older

settlement* for safety. The larger number of those

who fled from t hi- section went to Mansfield, convey-

ing their provisions and household goods on pack-

horses and in wagons, driving their stock. Benjamin

Drake wa< with this company; the roads were had

and progress slow ami tediou-. The women and chil-

dren suffered much, during this march, from exposure,

W.I)
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and that annual pest of the new settlements of the

west, fever and ague. This exodus was conducted

wit"h military precision, and the cavalcade duly arrived

at Mansfield.

A small proportion of the inhabitant* remained in

Oxford, and in connection with some from Cold Creek

and adjacent settlements erected, in the fall of this

year (1819), « block house in Bloomingville. This,

like other structures of its class erected during this

period at the west, although generally occupied by a

few persons, was not calculated to be permanently

garrisoned, but was merely a place of refuge to which

the inhabitants of the neighboring settlements fled in

case of sudden alarm. Immediately after the battle

on the peninsula (fall of 1812), the settlers became so

much alarmed that they erected an additional block

house at Bloomingville, and enclosed both with pick-

ets, and because of its greater security it became a

place of resort for transient persons and the settlers

of the surrounding country.

From the time of " Hull's infamy" until the close

of the war but small additions were made to the per-

manent settlers in Oxford. Soon after the battle of

the peninsula. Jasper Wood (father of Bourdett Wood,

of Bellevtic), and Worthington Wood, now of Michi-

gan, moved into the township, and bought out old Na-

than Wood,who had previously settled a short distance

east of Bloomingville. Greene Parker, a local Meth-

odist preacher, settled about one half mile east of the

present village of Enterprise, on a point of land

formed by the junction of Slate run with Huron
•river. He was the first settler in this portion of the

township.

The family of Benjamin Drake were: Caleb, who
married \Vido»v Buel (did not locate in Ohio); Charles

F., who married Maria Livingston and died on Ca-

tawba Island; Benjamin, who deceased single: Joshua,

who married Charlotte Gibbs, and lives in Livingston

county, Missouri; Frederick D.. who married Eliza

Smeath. resides on the old homestead, and is the only

one of the family residing in the township; James,

who married Catharine Smeath. and lives in Missouri;

Sarah, who married Dr. Amos Amsden, is dead;

Nancy, who married Dr. Daniel Tilden, is dead, and

Deborah, who married Shepard Patrick. Benjamin

Drake died December 22, I s 44, aged seventy-nine

years. Mrs. Drake died July 21, 1844.

l!Li MMIDTOVILUi

is situated in the northwest corner of the township,

ami about one-fourth of a mile east of PijK? creek, on

the line of an Indian trail, that seems to have been a

favorite camping ground, long previous to the settle-

ment of the country, for Indians and traders, in their

journeying* between the mouth of Huron river and
Lower Sandusky, the ground being high and dry, and
an abundance of wood, water and feed in the vicinity.

The village dates from 1811, but was not laid out

or named until as late a* 1817. This was done by

Abiathar Shirlev and Abner Youngs. At one time

its future was very promising.

KIRST EVENTS.

The first store in the township was opened by

Nathan Wood, at Bloomingville, in 1811, and after-

ward, successively by Peter Vanness, and Faley &
Johnson. In 1818, Samuel B. Caldwell and a young

mau, named Owens, brought on a large stock of

goods. Owens soon returned east, and Charles F.

Drake became associated with Caldwell, and the busi-

ness was conducted by this firm for many years.

The first post office was established at Blooming-

ville as early as 1810. Aaron Bigsby was, doubtless,

the first postmaster.

The first- fruit trees in the township were planted

by Jonathan Sprague. who established a nursery on

Pipe creek. This was prior to the war of 1812. Many
orchards in this, and adjoining townships, were formed

from trees procured at this nursery.

Abiathar Shirley opened a hotel at Bloomingville.

as early as 1812.

The first justice of the peace was Israel Harrington.

He was elected in 1811, and lived west of Pipe creek,

in what is now Groton township.

Owing to the sparsely settled condition of the Fire-

lands at this time, electiou precincts were almost

boundless. What is now embraced in the townships

of Oxford, Groton, Perkins and a part of Margaretta,

was then one precinct, and elections were held at

Bloomingville. then called Wheatsborough. In 1820,

Groton effected a separate organization.

CHURCHES AXD SCHOOLS.

The first sermon delivered within the limits of

the towuship of Oxford, was by Father Gurley,

who located in the township at an early period. He
was a Methodist, and was zealous in the cause of

religion. He died but recently. The - Rev. Mr.

Smith was the second minister to locate in the town-

ship.

The township has had no church organization until

recently. The. Lutheran, near Front's station, is the

first one, and was formed, perhaps, ten years since.

This has now a large membership and is in a flourish-

ing condition. Near the same place is also located

a church of the Catholic faith.

The first school house in the township was erected

in 18K>, and stood about half way between Pipe

creek and Bloomingville. In this, a term of school

was kept in the winter of 1811, by Joseph Alby.

The building was -till standing in 1813, and Mr.

Drake says, "for a literary institution it looked hard

indeed."

SOCIETIES.

In the year I8to, the Oxford Center Lodge of Good
Templars was organized by Isaac DcLamater, Esq.

This was prosperous and flourishing for a time, but

in consequence of the removal of many of its most
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active members, its charter was surrendered in Feb-

ruary, 1874. During its existence nearly one hundred

persons became members of it.

On January 80, 1872, an organization of this order

was effected at Bloomingville, by A. M. Collins, with

W. M. Hills W. C. T. During the subsequent

spring, rooms were prepared in the upper part of

Mrs. Mary James residence. We understand this

societv has also passed out of existence.

PHYSICIANS.

The first doctor to locate in the township was Wait-

sell Hastings, who came, as before stated, in 1811.

He eventually removed to near Parkertowu, in Groton

township, where he died a few years since. Dr.

Strong succeeded him, and practiced some years. He
is now deceased. Dr. Carpeuter came next, and was

the only physician in the township for many years.

He moved west and died. His son, Samuel B. Car-

penter, succeeded him. Dr. George Carpenter came
next. Dr. Isaac Rogers was the first practitioner of

the botanic school: he lived in the township some
twenty years. The present physician is M. J. Love,

recently removed from Mouroeville.

IMl'KOVEMENT.s.

• The improvements, if they deserve the name, made
by the first settlers, were of the most primitive kind:

a rude, ill-constructed log cabin, covered with shakes,

as they were called, with stable, etc., of the same or-

der of architecture, together with a few acres of land

enclosed for cultivation. did,.in most cases, constitute

the sum total of improvements. The procuring of

a bare subsistence made a large draft on the time of

the pioneer. Until nearly the close of the war most

of the meal (little flour being used ), consumed by the

inhabitants, was trausj>orted by water from Cleveland

to the mouth or Hurou river, and thence conveyed

on pack-horses to its place of destination. Tea, cof-

fee and sugar were almost entirely unused.

SICKNEBS.

The early settlers of this part of the Fire-lauds

suffered more from sickness than all other causes.

During the months of August and September, in every

vear, bilious and intermittent fe\er, and ague and

fever, prevailed to a great extent. The change of

climate, water and mode of living, created a general

predisposition t<> disease, and all were affected, some

years more than others, so* much so that long after-

wards, one year in particular was referred to as the

sicklv season. Whole families would be prostrated at

the same time, and not one in the house be able to

give anotlu-r a glass of water.

HOSPITALITY.

A sense of mutual dependence, their solitary mode

of life, and perhaps other cause-, produced a friend-

ship and hearty good will for each other anion:." the

early settler>, that never exist.- in the older and more

densely populated settlements. The latch-string was

always out, and the traveler was received with the most

cordial welcome, and partook of the best the cabin

afforded, generally pretty coarse fare, "without money

|

aud without price." The raising of a building col-

lected most of the men from a wide circuit; and if a

settler, from sickness or other cause, was unable to

; plow, plant or harvest in season, his neighbors would

i collect and do his work for him; those living six or

eight miles apart even, were considered as neighbors.

In all their gatherings, and they were frequent, the

most perfect equality and good will prevailed.

MILLING.

Among the most prominent evils aud hardships

incident to the settlement of the Fire-lands, was that

of procuring bread, even of the coarsest kind. Even

as late as 1820, there were not mills sufficient to sup-

ply the wants of a rapidly increasing population.

Ebenezer Merry had erected a mill at Milan. Major

Frederick Falev one at Cold Creek, near the present

village of Venice, and I Mieve there was one near the

head of the creek, and a man named Towers had built

one on Hurou river, in Greenfield township. These

were all small affairs, with one run of stone. The
machinery aud dams were rude, ill-constructed, and

out of order a great portion of the time. The roads

were almost impassible for wagons, and even danger-

ous for a single horse, with a bag of grain and a rider

on his back.

Mr. Drake savs: "I was of that age when not large

enough to do a man's work on the farm, but still large

enough to go to mill, and is was a duty 1 was gener-

ally detailed to perform. The following expedition to

Powers' mill will show how it was done. The mill

!
stood in the woods, and resembled an old fashioned

tan house. The basement, containing the machinery,

was uniuclosed, the upper story boarded up barn fash-

ion, and constructed inside with more regard for con-

venience than beauty. The presiding genius of the

establishment was constructed on the same principles

—one leg being much shorter than its mate. He was

old and cross. Millers were then as absolute as the

'Autocrat of all the Russias.' Tiiere was no appeal

from their decisions, and as it was a matter of bread,

if not butter, people were willing to submit to a great

deal to secure so desirable a consummation. The
.-tate of the roads and the distance most persons came,

made it ueceasary to spend one night at the mill.

The night I was there I found some ten or twelve

[
others, und we all camped down wherever a vacancy

could be found among the bags. The regular click-

ing of the hopper, the surging, gushing sound of the

water, as it escaped from the mill wheel, the noise of

people talking and traveling around hunting for bags,

and the ringing of mosquitoes, produced a concert of

discordant sounds that precluded the possibility of

sleep. Still there was no complaining: it was consid-

ered as a necessary evil. The next night w hen I lay

i

down at home on a comfortable bed. 1 could have
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.said with honest Suncho Panza: ' Blessed is the niau

that invented sleep.'"

Dr. Carpenter built a saw mill on Pipe creek many
years since. A run of stone was subsequently added,

for the grinding of coarse feed.

A BANK—ALMOST.

No one residing on the Fire-lands at present, when

all kinds of produce are convertible into cash, can

form au idea of the vexations and inconveniences en-

dured by the early settlers, for want of a circulating

medium. Previous to the opening of the Erie canal,

and the establishment of commercial relations through

that channel with eastern cities, there was no cash

market for any kind of produce. A bushel of corn

would not buy a yard of muslin, coarse enough to

sift meal through. A man might own a hundred

head of cattle, an uulimited number of hogs, and

territory large enough for a German principality, and

not be able to raise money enough tu pay his taxes

without great effort.

I think it was in 1 817, that Charles Lindsay re-

moved from Dayton to near the head of Cold creek.

He had been an official in a wildcat institution, that

issued "promises to pay," never redeemed, under the

name of the "Dayton manufacturing company."

The word "manufacturing'' was, doubtless, used for

the same reason that Captain Cuttle always read

a large book, i. e., because it looked respectable.

Lindsay suggested to some of the influential inhabi-

tants, }the great benefit that would result to the coun-

try by establishing a bank at Bloomingville—at that

time a flourishing village. The move was a popular

one. A meeting was called, the neeessarv stock sub-

scribed. Lindsay was employed to engineer things,

get the engraving done and procure a charter, while

Messrs. South, Shirley, Youngs and others, proceeded

to the erection of a banking house. On repairiug to

Columbus, it was found that a law had recently passed

prohibiting the granting of further bank charters for

the space of twelve months. The bills were already

printed, but nothing further was done except to sell

the property and abandon the enterprise.

Biographical Sketches.

MR. PERCIYAL B. SALISBURY

was bom at Henderson, Jefferson county, New York,

Jauuary 1818. He was educated at Theresa in

the same county. In 1839, he engaged in teaching

in Adams, New York, and on March %, 1842, he mar-

ried Miss Stella Willard, of Adams. He engaged in

mercantile pursuits until the fall of 1834, when he

removed to Ohio, locating in Oxford township, at

Four Corners, where he has been identified with all

matters of public interest. During the early years

of his residence in the county, he was a teacher in

the public schools. During the war he was a thorough

Uuiou man and a staunch supporter of the govern-

ment. His family consisted of three children: Newel

B., who was a member of the One hundred and

twenty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and fell in the

service ; Brainard W. , who married Miss Jennie

Todd, and is now connected with the Exchange Bank

of Monrooville; and Emma A., who married H. G.

Cowles. and now lives at Big Rock Iowa,

Mr. Salisbury died March 10, 1879. He was a

gentleman of refined and cultivated taste, and early

in life became a Christian. He was a member of the

Congregational church at Four Corners, and a faith-

ful earnest worker.
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LOCATION.

The town of Huron, situated at the mouth of Huron
river, fifty miles west of Cleveland, or the mouth of

Cuyahoga river, and about ten miles east of the mouth

of Sandusky bay, has probably been settled longer

than any other town on the Fire-lands.

The township is bounded on the north by Lake Erie,

east by Berlin township (formerly called Eldridge).

south by a part of Berlin and Milan townships, west

by Perkins and Portland townships (now Sandusky),

and northwest by Sandusky bay. Huron river runs

through the eastern portion of the township, in a

northwardly direction, till within about one mile of

the mouth, when the channel takes a northeast direc-

tion, till it empties into Lake Erie.

AS A HAKHOK.

Huron has been considered an important point on

account of the shipping facilities, by lake navigation,

which it affords to the surrounding fanning country.

Huron river is oue of the best harbors on the south

shore of Lake Erie. The ordinary depth of water in

the channel is usually about fifteen feet, and fre-

quently even greater, and when you get "inside,"'

(as the sailors say), there is room for all the shipping

on Like Erie.

PHYSICAL FKATI'KKs.

There are about fifteen hundred acres of marsh land

within the boundaries of Huron township: three hun-

dred in the Huron river valley, the remainder border-

ing on Sandusky bay. all of which is irreclaimable,

from the fact that the land is all lower than the sur-

face of the lake and con-e>|uently affected by the rise

and fall of its waters.

The land east of Huron river at the time of the

first settlement of theearh pioneers, was covered with

a dense forest, about half of which was what is termed

second growth, the balance heavy timber: much of it

being white oak. has been used for ship timber.

About two miles west of Huron river is Saw Mill

creek, a -treani of considerable magnitude, the outlet

of prairie drainage, and which, at a time when the

waters of the prairies were discharged more slowly,

previous to the extensive opening of prairie ditches,

sawmills for the manufacture of lumber have been

known to run the greater |wrtion of the year. But
since the advantage to farm land of a thorough sys-

tem of drainage has Ikvh taken into consideration,

most of the water falling upon the lain! within twenty

• llv Ur Ovu, Miuktm.

miles of the lake is discharged therein in the course

of a week. The southwest part of the township is

mostly prairie. The northwestern part, except the

marshes bordering on Sandusky bay, is timber land.

ORIGINAL OWNERS.

For an explanation of the following table the reader

is referred to the history of Lyme:

HURON, TOWS NUMBER SIX, IN RANOB TWKSTY-TWO.

Cu»iiric*TioN So 1. Section I.

Original tinuittt*. Ami Lou.

3
U ,i ?
te 10 o

Samuel Brown 41« 7 H
Samu

CUtvifiedhy AmtCI<u*e,l

Peter Lattinier
Jnhn I.c*ter
John Welch
Joaepb Hurlhnt
- nuel Brown

mo 1»

The heirs of Wit- *W
liam Stewart. 37
late of Sew 46
London. Con- HI
necticut, (de- 3S!N IN

ceaaed t 519 13

a.

4
IB
10

rf.

7
7

hi

«
I

Footing of ClasaUleatlon So. I. £I,UH

Cn«triCATlns S«. a. Sictiox *.

Original Cimntte

Jeremiah Miller

am
71 11

rf.

in

Ehen Ooddard

FiHitlitit of

OtMtQM '<sr Am t Clna
£ t-

William Winthrop,
New Ynrlc M8 S

no is
Heir* <.f - sm n

William dale. Sew
I^ondon 71 11

Heir, of •• 7 0

No 2. £1.344

Ci.AssiriCATiox So, 3. Section 3.

OrUitmtl 'itnnUe: Am't Lott. Cl«*s,ri"l by. Ami CUitttd

Josrph I'ackwoml
Bath^heha Smith
Richard Potter

£ a. ti.

KIT e 4

MS 14 1

.•tfti - 'I

£ 1. «/,

II- 'In. of Richard
William Parkin, hi; 3 4

lateof New Lon 407 10 li

| dOO. Connect i 111 11 I
J cut. i deceased >

roMIOf of Clarification No 3. £1.311

I'lawikication No 1. Suction 1-

"iij/innl ttrnnUe*. .1 it*. Ami
£ .1 1 a, rt.

Samuel Latllmer Hill ID • Heir, of William
Stewart. New Loi t-

d.jn. Connecticut 341 S il

Richard P«tWr *e -' 1 Heim of Richard
Parkius, de-
ceased 11

Tli.'iiulj Bowlav, or
Boyd 4!» 17 1

M ,4 ., 4M 17 i

Ann llano .ck tin a .. «. •• » 0

Richard Stroud *> 13 0 -£'. 13 0
F.b.-n Ma* U I'l 13 IB 1

Widow Aimtui. Piner 1- '1 I 4H 0 o

Balhvh.-tia Skinner IW> 1 0 t. .* .1 M li 1
JalN.I. rVuk l»l H 10

•

i in s V>

Ioh.il •
!

)'""'i r- tan 9 0 H M 2US H '»

J^rcin.ah Miller i kVjT. IS 10 William Wlnihrop,
New Y. rk ta »

F.«.tli« of Clarification No. 4. £1.8M 7 rt

EARL I SETTLEMENT.

The precise date of the first occupation of Huron

by white settlers is uncertain. It is known, however,

that the French had a trading posl at the month of

Huron river about the year A. D. IW-K but it was

abandoned previous to the Revolution.
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The .Moravian missionaries, consisting of a few

white settlers and [ndiaus, located on a part of the

southeast corner of Huron and the northeast corner

of Milan townships. They also abandoned their set-

tlement previous to the war of the Revolution, and

probably before the French occupied their trading post

at the month of the river, though there were a few

Moravian Indians, with a white preacher and his fam-

ily in their midst, in 18os.

The beginning of the present settlement was in the

year 1S<»5. John Baptiste Flemoued. or Fleming, tirst

Came to Huron that yeir. but Mr. Hose i Townseud.

of New Lmdou, says that Flemoned claimed to have

come to Huron in 1790. He was born in Montreal,

Lower Canada, about the year 17 7o, of Freuch par-

ents. He located on the east bank of Huron river,

about two miles from the mouth, on lot number fif-

teen, sectiou first. The land is now owned by Mr.

Simon Knight. He opened a small stock of goods

for the purpose of dealing with the Indians, exchaug.

ing with them for furs and of supplying them with

such articles of merchandise as their necessities re-

quired.

In the arrest, trial and execution of the two Indi-

ans, Negonaba and Negosbeelc, at Xorwalk. May 81,

lSl'.t, for the murder of John Wood and George

Bishop. Mr. Flemoned was one of the most important

witnesses, interpreter, gui le, and one of the execu-

tioners. The weary pioneer always found welcome

hospitality iu his store and cabin, and the early sur-

veyors, in 1806, found rest ami repose. He also as-

sisted iu their second survey. It has been said that

he died in 1820, but according to the most reliable

data he died about the year 1837, leaving a wife and

tiiree daughters: Eliza. Jane and Lydia. His eldest

married John McC.irty. After his (Mc('arty's) death

she married John Miller and lived on the old farm

till about 1851, then moved to Wood county. Ohio.

The condition or whereabouts of the two younger is

not known to the writer. Mrs. Flemoned died about

twelve years subsequent to the death of Mr. Flemoned.

Jared Ward and family came iuto the township in

the spring of l$o8, lived on a part of the Flemoued

farm, near the site of the present residence of Widow
McMillen, until the following year— 18(J9. He then

bought a part of David Abbott's land, in Avery [now

Milan] township, near the Hathaway neighborhood,

where his son. Elam Ward, now resides. Mrs. Betsy

Collins, late the wife of Isaac Collins and a daughter

« if Jared Ward, remembered the time when her father

came to Huron; was then iu the fourth year of her

age. She resided in Milan from the time of her par-

ents' residence there until 1858.

Mrs. Collins was burn in Painesville, Ohio, iu

1804. was married to Mr. heao Collins in Milan.

They moved to Huron in 1858. where she resided

until her death. September 1, 1st;. Mr. Isaac Col-

lins was iu Huron in 1812, hut made only a short

stay; went the same year to Columbus, Ohio; came

back to Milan in 1818. He helped raise the court

house at the old county seat. He assisted at J. B.

Flemoned's funeral. Came to Huron iu 1858, where

he now resides.

Almon Ruggles visited the Fire-lands a few years

I
prior to moving his family to Huron in June, 1808.

j

Jabez Wright also came to Huron iu 1808. The
same year, these gentlonfon commenced the survey of

the township, laying it off iu sections and lots in

course of that and succeeding years, completing the

survey in 1810.

Mr. Jabez Wright was born in 178n, near Copen-

hagen, New York. After he came to Huron, he

married Miss Tamar Ruggles. a relative of the late

Judge Almon Ruggles. He located ou the west bunk

of Huron river, about two and a half miles from the

lake, on laud now known as Wright's river farm, and

owned by his son. Winthrop H. Wright, and where

W. H. Wright was bom, in December. 1813.

Mr. Wright was elected justice of the peace for

Huron township, the exact date is not definitely

known; he was subsequently appoiuted one of the

associate judges of the court of common pleas, for

Huron county. He was laud agent for William Win-
throp, of New York city, who had acquired the title

j

of the whole township. .Mr. Winthrop died about

the year 1826, when the land, by Mr. Winthrop's will,

, went to his nephew. Win. H. Winthrop.

Mr. Wright moved on to the lake shore in 1815,

about one mile west of the mouth of Huron river.

In the year 1832, he built the first brick house that

was erected in the township. He continued to act

!
as land agent for Win. H. Winthrop until the time of

his death, December 16, 1840, which was caused by

falling from the lake bank on a dark night. Judge
Wright was an exemplary citizen, highly respected,

and all who knew him sadly mourned his sudden and
untimely death. Mrs. Wright died iu 1840, at the

house of her youngest son, Ruggles Wright. Of
their five childreu, there ere now three living: Win-
throp H.. the eldest, and Ruggles, the youngest, and
Mrs. Abigail Vance, youngest daughter (widow), liv-

ing in Columbiana county, Ohio. The eldest daugh-

ter. Lucy, married General John W. Sprajrue: died

j
in Troy. New York, May, 1844. Douglas, the second

son of Judge Wright, died at the brick house resi-

dence, January 11. 1850.

Cyrus Downing and family, consisting of wife and
two children, came to Huron in November. A. I).

;
1800. He located on the lake shore on land now
owned by W. H. Wright, somewhere uear Mr.

Wright's present dwelling, where he resided until the

summer of 1813. when he left and went to Cleveland

soon after Hull's surrender, where he died the next

winter. Mr-'. Downing afterwards married a Mr.

!
Parker, of Milan. The Indians were quite numerous
about Huron at that time, and somewhat troublesome

about the first breaking out of the war. but became
more shy after hostilities commenced. Jeremiah

Daniels came to Huron about the same time as Down-
ing. Mr. Dauiels carried the mail from Huron to
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Cleveland, making weekly trips. He married Pauline

Downing in the spring of 1*13, and settled on the

farm now occupied and owned by Mr. William J.

Hinde. two and a half miles west of Huron village.

Major Hiram Russel came to Huron in the winter

of 1809 and 1810: built a log house on land afterward

owned by Jeremiah Van Bcnschoter. now owned by

Mr. Van Benschoter's two daughters, Mrs. Widow
Stapleton and Mrs. James FaNton. Mr. Russel occu-

pied his house as a tavern and store, which was the

first tavern kept in Huron. It was opened to the

public in 1810. The same year Mr. Russel com-

menced building a vessel, of about forty tons' burthen,

near his house. It is said that there was but a very

small amount of iron used in the building, wooden

pins being used instead of spikes. Mr. Russel was

assisted by Jonathan Sprague (father of the late Jon-

athan S. Sprague. Esq.), who did what blacksmith

work was required. The vessel was finished in 1811.

Jonathan Sprague came into the township with his

family in 1810. Located on the east side of the river,

a few rods above the railroad bridge.

Mr. Russel built another vessel, which he completed

in the spring of 1813. She was named '"The Fair

American." It is said that this vessel was sold to the

British "government, and delivered to the British

agents at Buffalo soon after being completed.

Mr. Russel cleared a field on the farm now owned

by Mr. William 0. Sage. This field was afterwards

abandoned, and in 1845 was covered with a thick-

growth of titular. The land on this farm, like much
land east of the river in this township, was a light

sandy soil, and was considered by the early settlers

nearly worthless. It is now known to be the best

farm land on the Western Reserve. Russel left Huron
soon after the war commenced.

In 1809, Asa Smith visited the country in and

around Huron, and moved into the township in June,

1810, from Homulus, Seneca county. New York. In

1811, he was elected justice of the peace, at the first

election held in the township after its organization.

Mr. Asa Smith located not far from the present resi-

dence of W. H. Wright, one mile west of the mouth
of the river. He was born in Massachusetts: his wife

in Rhode Island: they lived, for a time, on Long
Island: afterwards moved to H>>mulu>. New York,

ami from thence to Hur m. They had six children

when they came x« Huron, one of whom. William B.,

was born on Long Nland. August 15. 1790. Mr.

Asa Smith died at his residence, in Huron, August
.'Jo, 1S15. Hi- wife dud August 1842, in San-

dusky.

Jonathan S. Sprague. Esq., came to Huron with

his family in 1810, from Canada. He settled on the

farm now owned by Henry Hnl-uur. He married

Mi- Mahala Paly. He afterward bought an adjoin-

ing farm, of Judge Charles Standart. Jonathan S.

Sprague was a man of more than ordinary talents; he

had not the benefit of a common school education;

yet he was held in ~<< high estimation by hi* friends and

!D ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

associates that he was frequently elected to offices of

trust. He held the office of justice of the peace for

eighteen years in succession, at the termination of

which he refused to serve in that capacity any longer:

his health was very much impaired for several of the

last years of his life. He died at his house, on the

Standart farm, on January 15, 1801. Mrs. Sprague

died at the house of her son-in-law, Mr. Isaac Dur-

ham, in April, 1872, near the village, at the age of

seventy-two years.

In January, 1810. Reed & Sandford, merchants, of

Erie, Pennsylvania, opened a store of goods at the

month of the river, on the east side. It was man-
aged by Mr. Francis Graham, assisted by John B.

Flcmoned.

Mr. William B. Smith, and his mother, kept a

public house at that time on the west side of the

river. Mr. Smith remembered hearing the report of

Perry's guns on the 10th of September. 1813, and, in

company with his father, started for Put-in-Bay the

next morning, arriving there the following morning,

where Perry's fleet, with their prizes, were moored.

Mr. Smith was married hi Huron in June, 1819, and

moved to Sandusky soon afterward, where he spent

the remainder of his life. He was always highly

esteemed as one of Ohio's best citizens by all who knew
him. He was elected treasurer of Erie county in 1840.

He died in Sandusky, September 25, 1878. Mrs.

Smith, a most estimable lady, survives her husband.

rtKST EVENTS.

It is uncertain when the first post office was estab-

lished at Huron. A letter from the venerable Francis

Graham, above mentioned, of Ashland. Ohio, says :

•'I went tn Huron in November. "15, (probably 1815)

where I spent four years of my life. Uncle Sam gave

us a post office early in 1817: office on the east side,

and Asa Sandford postmaster," which was probably

the first regularly established post office in Huron.

The first public school, it is said, was taught by

Calvin foe. in the winter of 1810-11. and afterward

by Miss Tamar Buggies (later Mrs. Jabez Wright).

It is said that Mr. foe was afterward ordained

preacher of the gospel, and as such was the first who
served in that capacity in Huron.

About the year 1815, Mr. William Chapman opened

a school near his honse, on lot twenty-five, section

three, and continued for a few year-. Mr. Winthrop

H. Wright remembers attending as a pupil.

The first public highway in the township was on

the cast side of the river, surveyed by .labez Wright,

beginning at the lake shore, uear the mouth of the

j

river, running southward. The survey was made in

1810.

William Winthrop, former owner of Huron town-

ship, built a saw mill mi Saw Mill creek, two and a

half miles west of the river, in 1819.

In I s 1 !». X. M. Standart and Cyrus Bi :!••;• opened

a store of dry goods and groceries on the west side
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of the river. In 1820. they parted. Standart went

to Milan, and Butler went to Norwalk.

In 1824, N. If. Standart and Daniel Hamilton

built a store in Huron. Charles Standart and Philo

Adams served as clerks till 1825. Mr. Adams had

moved to Huron in the spring of 1824 to hoard the

men working on the harbor, under the direction of

the Huron Harbor company.

In 182.5, Philo Adams moved on to his farm, where

he remained until his death, except a short residence

in Milan, keeping a hotel.

In the fall of 182.5, Charles Standart and George

II. Gibbs purchased Standart & Hamilton's stock of

goods. The firm continued fifteen months, when
Gibbs retired. Standart continued the business till

1828. when he discontinued the store, built a ware-

house and dock, and commenced storage and com-

mission business.

EAULV KE-StfiENTS.

Judge Standart says that when he first went to

Harm, in October. 1824, there was one frame house

on the west side of the river, occupied by Philo

Adams, who boarded the men working on the harbor,

a log building occupied by the Green family, and
a small cabin on the bank of the lake occupied by
Captain Reed, the first shipbuilder of Huron. There
were on the east side other log buildings, occupied by
different individuals; among whom were Benjamin
Gould, a catfisherman, and Jeremiah Van Bcnscho-

ter. up the river. There were several other families

located in different parts of the township about the

time Standart came to Huron, which we have not

heretofore mentioned. K. M. Granger lived on. the

farm afterward owned by Mr. Standart. (Jeorge

Downing lived near Granger; Mr. John Hughes and
family near the west line. William Chapman, the

Everetts. Woolvertons. Swifts, and some other farm-

ers settled in the township about the same time.

David Everitt came to the Fire-lands in 1824. He
lived in Milan a few years; is now a resident of Huron
township, and about eighty years of age.

Mr. Tower Jackson came to the Fire-lands April

14, A. D. 181!), and soon after located in Milan. He
was married November 18, 1822, to Miss Sarah Clock,

of Monroeville. On the 4th of July. 1820, he moved
to Huron. He entered into partnership with Henry
W. Jenkins, selling dry goods and groceries, continu-

ing in business with Jenkins for a few years. About

1830, he went into partnership with Mr. Richard E.

Colt. The firm invested considerable money in the

encouragement of various industries; quite extensively

in vessel building. They built the steamboat Dela-

ware, bringing her out in 1834. Mr. Jackson re

maiucd in Huron till 1840, when he went to Racine.

Wisconsin; and two years later removed to Cleveland,

Ohio, where Mrs. Jackson died, in A. D. 1854. He
is now a resident of Huron, in the eighty-first year of

his age. where, it is to be ho|ied by his many friend*,

he will continue his residence. He married a second

90
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wife. Miss Lucy Button, previous to returning from

Cleveland. Mr. Jackson built the Huron House,

about 1830, on the northwest corner of Main and Wall

streets. In 1840, he built the American House, on

the comer of Main and I^ike streets. The Huron
House has been moved, and is now occupied as stores.

The American was burned. Henry W. Jenkins came

in quite an early day; the precise time is not known.

He dealt in dry goods and groceries, invested some in

vessel stock; built the Ohio Hotel, and was an actire

worker in assisting to build up the town. He left

Huron sometime after 1840, went to Cincinnati, from

thence to the Isthmus of Darien, and commenced the

carrying business across the Isthmus, and died there

about 1850.

The Ohio Hotel, above mentioned, stood on the

southwest comer of Main and Wall streets, and was

destroyed by fire on the Fourth of July, 1854.

Buel B. Jones came to Huron about 1835 or '3G;

sold dry goods and groceries for a few years, after

which he rented the Ohio hotel, which he kept for

two or three years, then moved away.

Mr. John W. Wickham (of the firm of Wickham

& Company), was born in Philadelphia, Octolwr 13,

180(1; was reared to manhood in Sodus, at the month

of Great Sodus Bay, in the State of New York. He

came to Huron in the autumn of 1833; commenced

the forwarding and commission business, buying and

shipping grain and other farm productions. He also

opened a store of dry goods and groceries, but after a

few years discontinued selling goods. The firm are

now carrying on a very extensive fishery; also dealing

in lumber and buying grain. They give employment

to a great numlier of Huron laborers. Mr. Wickham

is one of the oldest pioneers now engaged in mercan-

tile business. Mrs. J. W. Wickham is also a Huron

pioneer from infancy, a daughter of Mr. Schuyler

Van Rensselaer, deceased, who was one of the early-

pioneers of Huron county. He came to Huron in the

spring of 1833. He assisted Mr. Abiatha Shirley in

making the plat of Huron in A. D. 1833.

fHYSlrlANS.

The physicians were not very numerous among the

early Huron pioneers. Dr. Ansolem Gutherie was

the first Huron physician who attempted to locate in

the town. He came in 1813, and remained until

1817, when he removed to Canada. It is not known
whether there were any other resident physicians at

the month of the river for several years after Dr.

Gutherie left.

An old gentleman, called Doct McCrea, from New
Jersey, located near the west line of the township,

near the Stone House (so called), doing some medical

busine<s in that vicinity. We think he went back to

New Jersey.

Dr. Charles H. Lcgget came to Huron in 1830;

practiced in the village and vicinity till May 2!t, 1832.

He was drowned in Huron river, together with his

wife; supposed to have been caused by the accidental
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upsetting of a small boat, near Wright's river farm

—

no other person was present when the accident oc-

curred. It was not discovered till the following

morning, when the citizens, alarmed at their pro-

longed absence, discovered the boat, dragged the

river, and recovered their remains.

After Dr. Legget's death, there were a great many
physicians who came to Huron at different periods

with a view of l.x-ating, as our Huron marshes and

their various surroundings looked inviting to the doc-

tors who aspired to professional notoriety; but in

time discovered that "all was not gold that glittered,'"

that the marshes were on a level with Lake Erie,

and that their pure, glittering waters would not pro-

duce miasmata worth a cent: or, in other words,

Huron was a very healthy town, and would support

only a limited number of physicians. Therefore, as

there were so large a number of medical meu who

attempted a permanent location and failed, I will

only mention the few who have weathered the hard-

ships of a pioneer life, and those who reside here at

the present time.

Dr. George S. Haskin, now practicing medicine in

Huron, was born in the town of Rupert. Vermont,

August 27, 1805. He came to the Fire-lands in 1831,

lauding at Sandusky; in June, 183*2, he came to

Huron and commenced the practice of his profession.

Dr. Joseph Caldwell came to Huron in the spring

of 1833. He continued the medical practice till his

death, which occurred June 13, 180'.!. in the seventy-

fifth year of his age, much lamented by many friends.

Dr. J. T. Cushiug, now a medical practitioner, came
to Huron in 1S<;5 and commenced busiucss.

Dr. H. E. McNutt. now practicing medicine in

Huron, commenced in 1.874,

< HI RCHE*.

There are now five church edifices within the village

corporation limits, and one on the west line of the

town-hip. which was erected by the late Mr. John

Graham, assisted by the citizens of West Huron and

some others.

John Graham was of Irish nationality. He came
into the township about the year 1833, and located on

the Cummi tigs farm, lot uumber twenty-seven, section

fourth. His religion is said to have been that of a

Wesleyan Methodist. His character was that of a

strictly honest man. He was highly esteemed by all

his neighbors. He died about the year A. D. 185»«,

in the month of October. Mrs. Graham, a very es-

timable lady, seventy-three year- of age, survives her

husband. She re-ides on the old homestead.

.since writing the foregoing we ha\e learned that

Mr. Graham's ancestors were of Scotch descent, hav-

ing emigrated from Scotland to Ireland in the early

part of the eighteenth century.

Of the Bve churchc- in Huron, the Protestant

Episcopal, called "Christ's Church " (a brick edifice),

was built in 1*3*. In 183'.», this church edifice, un-

der the ministry of Rev. Samuel Marks (the present

rector) was dedicated to the service of Almighty God

by Bishop Mcllvaine. D. D., D. C. L. Wardens: J.

W. Wickham and S. P. McDonald.

The Presbyterian Church was built in 1853.

The German Lutheran was erected about 1 8<»0.

The Methodist in 1871.

The German Evangelical in A. D. 1875.

The Presbyterians have recently engaged Rev. Mr.

Snowdon, of West ViU, Ohio.

The Rev. Mr. Hassenptliig has charge of the Ger-

man Evangelical Church.

The other churches are not under the care of any

regular established clergyman.

THE CHOLERA.

The natural advantages of the Huron harbor and

the favorable location for a business town, began to

attract attention soon after the close of the war with

England, and when the United States made appro-

priation for the improvement of the harbor, in 1827,

immigration rapidly increased till 1834, when a seri-

ous impediment to business occurred by the appear-

ance of Asiatic cholera, wholly suspending, for a few

months, all varieties of industry, except the care of

the sick. That year the emigration from Europe,

principally from Germany, was a perfect flood, and at

every steamboat landing theae were sick and dying

in numbers so great as to drive a great portion of the

inhabitants from town.

There were then five practicing physicians in the

village, one of whom died of the disease: three others

left. Dr. George S. Haskin only remaining. Finally,

as autumnal frosts made their appearance, the mon-
ster disease disappeared, and business increased with

redoubled vigor, and in a very short time all was life

and animation.

Huron village has a population of about one thou-

sand and five hundred; the whole township, includ-

ing the village, about four thousand.

The present board of township officers are: Win.

G. Sage, Blake W. Griffin, Geo. W. Harris, trustees;

Thomas M. Sprowl. township clerk: John W. Wick-

ham. treasurer: Thomas J. Harris and Levi Peck,

justices of the peace.

The officers of the village corporation are: A. H.

Winchell, mayor: J. L. Brooks, recorder; Jabez

Wright. John AJoher, Philo McMillen, Charles Hey-

tuan and Jacob Gunzevhauser. town council.

At the April election for the present year—1879—
there has been sunie oh&ttge in the township board of

officers. The following were elected, viz.: Win. G.

Sage, Blake \\. Griffin and Henry Halliday. township

trustee-: J. L. Brooks, clerk : John W. Wickham. Jr.,

treasurer: J. L. Brooks elected as the third justice of

the peace, in addition to Harris and Peck.

The officers of the village corporation are the same

as above.

In reviewing the earh history of the Fire-land

pioneers, mentioned in the foregoing sketch, we are

forced to look with admiration at the stern, manly
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extractor of nearly every early pioneer. Their power

of enduring hardship and privation, the cheerful

ami determined fortitude of their onward struggles,

withouta thought of looking hack, hut always looking

ahead with unyielding determination, seem to lie al-

most universal characteristics of the early Firedands

pioneers.

How hard it would seem to any of our well-to-do

neighbors of the present day, to be set bac k into the

rude log cabin with only one room, eighteen by

twenty feet, a log lire blazing on the hearth: would

we be as happy as we can imagine the early pioneer

to have been when thus situated? In our imagina-

tion we can sec a pioneer family enjoying the rude

comforts of such a primitive condition. The family

consisting of father, mother and half a dozen, or I
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more, children. The sturdy head of the family sit-

ting at a rou<_di table, after a hard day's work, read-

ing from a much-worn old family Bible. The mother

with knitting-work in hand, ami half a dozen, or

more, children respectfully listening: and later in

the evening, we can see the boys climbing up the

ladder on their way to bed in the chamber overhead.

The mother hearing the "'now I lay me down to

sleep." and affectionately tucking up the covering of

three or four little fellows in their trundle beds.

But, oh, how swiftly time flies, and we often feel

that it matters but little how swiftly. We may re-

call the pleasant memories of the \mt ami of onr

youth, but seldom rind the man who would wish to

live the same life over again.

BERLIN.*

NAME.

The original name of Berlin was Eldridge, from one

of its earliest proprietors. He became unpopular, so

much so that in IH'i'i the people petitioned the com-

missioners of Huron county to change the name, sta-

ting as a reason that they did not desire to perpetuate

the name of an unworthy man. It seems the people

were mistaken, for those intimately acquainted with

Mr. Eldridge remember him as a pleasant gentleman.

He purchased the eastern half of the township as a

speculation, and the taxes, imposed unequally, rested

so heavily on unimproved lands, improvements being

exempted] that he was unable to pay his taxes, and

was ruined by owning a half of one of the best town-

ships on the Fire-lands. Rumors tame from Con-

necticut that he had been guilty of forgery to redeem

his credit, and possibly the innate hatred the settler

felt toward the laud speculator, was at the rout of the

popular sentiment. The petitioners suggested Lyme
as a desirable name, but as there was already a town

by the same name in the county,— it then being

a part of Huron county, the commissioners objected.

It was at the time of the Milan-Berlin treaty. Noah
Hill, who always was deeply interested in polities,

suggested that, as the county had Milan, it should

have Berlin, too, and thus the town was named.

fllVsH AI. I-EATI'RES.

The township, as first surveyed, was five miles

square, but received additions of territory extending

its boundaries to the shores of Lake Erie. The sur-

face is level, except the valleys formed by the -treams,

from the lake to the ridge, where it rises from fifty to

»Hy Hwlmn TuUte.

one hundred feet, and then extends southward nearly

as level as before. This ridge was once undoubtedly

the ancient shore of the lake. It extends through the

township from northeast to southwest, and at the

pinnacle *' the base of the bluff is sixty feet above the

level of the lake, and its slope presents three distinct

terraces, or shore lines, at the respective heights of

one hundred, one hundred and fifty and one hundred

and ninety-five feet above the level of the lake. These
indicate successive periods of subsidence.

There are indications of salt in many places in the

township. There is, in fact, a line of so-called "licks"

parallel with the ridge. The two most noted

among early hunters as the resort of deer, were

located on lands occupied by Nathan Tnttle and
Ezekiel Sayles. Between these a deep path was worn

by the deer. These licks present, during dry seasons,

a saline efflorescence crusting the surface. That on
the Sayles land was in the valley of the Old Woman
creek, and the early settlers dug a pit, into which

they sauk a section of a hollow tree, and the salt

water came in sufficient quantities to allow them to

make salt in a small way. Salt then being difficult

to obtain, and costly, this was quite advantageous.

The belief in the value of this salt spring was so strong

in the mind of the early proprietor, Fosdick, that the

surrounding land was withheld from sale for many
years. At a later day Prof. B. L. Hill, and others,

made explorations, but without results, the site of

the old spring being obliterated by floods, and they

were unable to find it. However, they obtained salt

water.

The surface formation is almost exclusively of the

drift, and in places boulders, often of large size, are

thickly scattered.
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The soil of the portion south of the ridge is sandy,

mixed w ith fields of loam running utmost into clay.

The western part, below the ridge, is also sandy,

either yellowish or black, and the northeastern portion

is clayey, as it is along the shore, which is uncqualed

for the production of wheat. There is, thus, the

greatest variety of soil, and t lie farmer is enabled to

grow whatever crop he pleases, having soil adapted

for all.

There are two streams or creeks in the township,

the Chapelle, running through the eastern portion,

and the Old Woman creek, which has two branches,

the east and west, arising in Townsend, aud flowing

northward through the central portion, uniting about

one and a half miles northwest of the heights, and

emptying into the lake. From this union to the lake,

the stream is like a canal, with wide ami marshy
borders. The name of the latter stream is said to

have been given because an old squaw was drowned
at its mouth.

There are four small marshes, two of which have

beeu reclaimed*, and when land becomes more valuable,

no doubt but the others will be also. The surface

WU heavily timbered, and the forest presented almost

an herculean task to the pioneers. Oak was the pre-

vailing growth, plentifully mixed with ash, elm,

hickory, basswood, walnut, whitewood, and. along

the streams, butternut and sycamore.

VILLAGE-.

There are three small villages in the township.

Berlinville, on the old State road, in the old times

of stage coaches, was a busy little centre, with good

tavern, store, aud the only post office in the township.

Berlin Heights is the largest, aud is the natural centre,

towards which the [>eople gravitate. It has three

-t ,n -. an hotel, saloon, several manufactories, a saw

and grist mill, three churches and a fine graded

BCDOol It is noted for its intelligence and enterprise.

Directly north of the Heights, on the L. S. & M. S.

R. R., is Ceylon, a place that started up and grew

rapidly for a time. It has two stores, two saloons,

an hotel, saw mill and post office.

mail FACILITIES.

The mail is carried by hack from Ceylon, on the

northern divison, via Berlin Heights, Berlinville,

Fast Norwalk, to Norwalk, on the southern Division,

giving all these places the advantage of morning and

evening .mails. The L. S. & M. S. R. R. passes

through the northern part of the township, and sends

a spur south to the quarries and gravel bed. The
advantages of extending this spur to the Heights are

so apparent, .that it certainly will be done at no

distant day.

CEMETERIES.

There are six burial grounds in the limits of the

township—two at the Height*, under the control t »f

the township: one at Berlinville; one in the southeast

part, know n as the Chapel ground: one east of Har-

per's corners, known as the Peak ground: and one

at the mouth of the Chappie creek, directly on th?

lake shore, which is being rapidly washed away.

ABORIGINAL RACES. -

The Indian* were not the aboriginal race. They
were preceded by that mysterious p^iple, the mound

i builders. Interesting fortilications, referable to this

prehistoric race, are found on the farm originally

owned by Curtis Beusehooter, on the summit of the

high bank of the creek, and this earthwork has great

. interest as having evidently beeu built to protect

ugainst incursions of an enemv, who would come

j

by water from the lake, and traces of works lower

down show that at that time the water stood at a

much higher level, aud the wide marsh was then a

bay, opening with a wide mouth into the lake. There

were mounds on the farm of Ja*cn Thompson, with

graves, and the present site of the residence of Mr.

Henry Hoak seems to have been an ancient sepuleher.

He has, in making excavations, brought to light sev-

eral fragmentary skeletons, one of which has especial

I interest from its remarkable state of preservation and

rare peculiarities. It was buriel deeper than the

others, so that it was euveloped in the clayey subsoil,

and hence had been better protected than those

enveloped in the loose sand. The skull of this speci-

men measures but nineteen inches in circumference,

which would almost indicate it was idiotic, aud is

remarkably low. The arms are of unusual length,

the under jaw extremely massive, and the height less

than four feet. Vet the individual evidently was not

idiotic, as she had attained an extreme old age, which

the idiot savage cannot do.

In 185"2, Mr. II. L. Hill, in cutting an oak. discov-

ered three hacks, made by a small ax. and found that

there were two hundred and eighteen annual rings on

the outside of it. This would carry the age of the

markings back to the earliest French voyageurs, in

fact, much earlier than has been supposed those hardy

adventurers penetrated this remote region. Now, the

fanner, turning with his iron plowshare the mellow

fields, often finds the flint arrow head, the stone ax,

the spear point, alike of red man ami mound builder,

aud if of reflective Blind may moralize over the decay

of race- in that dun past, of which these mute

weapons only remain.

Tilt EAKLtEST PIOXEEKS.

A party of adventurers built and launched a rude

boat at the mouth uf Walnut creek. Pennsylvania, in

1808. They were John lb>ak. John Mi Luighlin.

George Miller. Nathaniel Burduc, Benjamin Pratt,

Mr. Richie, and Howard. They sailed up the lake

in the spring, bringing provisions, farming tools and

thirty barrels of whisky. They encountered severe

weather and had to cast overboard their whisky, but

when the storm subsided, they cruised about and

|

gathered it up again. When they reached the mouth
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of the Huron river, the sand-bar shut them out, 80

t hey had to dig a canal to get their boat in. They

selected a field on the Kline and Minus farm, and

planted eighteen acres of corn: after hoeing it, they

hired an Indian to guard it, while they went after

their families. They returned in the fall in their

boat, but their families euue by land, under the es-

cort of Henry Hoak. father to John Hoak. He was,

without doubt, the oldest of all the pioneers, having

been born in 1 745. He remained until his death, in

1832, at the age of eighty-seven, with his son, and

was a most exemplary and pious man. The majority

of this venturesome party settled finally in Berlin, in

1810-11, leaving the Huron bottom lands on account

of overflows.

John Hoak. who settled on the Kline farm for two

years, moved to the farm now owned by his son

Henry: built one of the first houses, in 18l<». Only

four whites were present at the raising of the great

logs of which it was constructed, but Silm David, an

Indian chief, with his tiib?. assisted. They were

forbidden, by him. to taste of liquor until the work

was done, then they drank and held a pj\v-wow to

their heart's content. One was so riotous they built

a pen of rails around him, covered it over and left

him till morning.

John Hoak had ten children, only one of whom,

Henry, remains in the township. John Hoak. with

the reinaiuder of his family living, removed to La-

grange county, Indiana, where he dieil in 1859, at

the age of seventy-three years. He made a kilu of

brick, on his farm, in 1812, the first on the Fire-

lands.

The first white settler within the limits of the

township was Mr. John Dunbar, unless a Mr.

Tillison, who owned the land, which afterwards was

the homestead of Curtis Bensehoter, preceded him.

The Tdlison family were very hospitable, and it is

said Mrs. Tillisou once told a guest if ne would not

stay to supi>er she would '"knock him down." This

rude hospitality showed itself in ways that would

offend the more f;vstidiou9 tastes of the present. One

night John Thompson was caught at the Tillison

cabin by a terrible storm. He, of course, did not

waut to face the storm, and Tillison said they had

no spare bed. Mrs. Tillison was adequate to the

emergency: "I say, Till," said she, "Tompk can

sleep with us," and he did. Another story told of

this family made many a hearty laugh around the

blazing hearths of the pioneers. The whole family,

with their guests, would sit in a circle, and above

their heads, suspended by a cord from the rafters,

was a jug of whisky. This arrangement saved the

trouble of waiting on any one, for the jug was swung

round and round, from mouth to mouth, till all were

satisfied.

John Dunbar came from the State of New York,

1809, and purchased the farm afterwards known as

the Weatherlow farm. His brother. Isaiah, came with

him. He soon after moved to the center, on the place

! occupied by Dr. X. Phillips. The Duubars disappeared

and left no trace.

Perez and Thomas Starr came from Connecticut in

1810, and built a mill on the lands now owned by

II. L. Hill. In the autumn of that year. Thomas

;

Starr built a house on the farm now owned by J. S.

j

Lowry. The night before the raising, the suow fell

six inches deep, and he feared no one would come,

but his fears were vain. In those days the neighbor-

hood extended five miles in every direction, and early

in the morning, "old Mr. Burdue" made his appear-

ance, whooping like an Indian, with four gallons of

whisky, and soon after, the hands came from Floreuce

and Milan, and after the job was finished, enjoyed

the "old rye" iu a way which would not be satisfactory

to the Good Templars. The Starr brothers kept bach-

elor's hall for a tune. In 1812, Thomas was drafted

into the army, from which he returned, and in Feb-

ruary, 1814, married Clementina Clark, of Florence.

He moved to the center part of the township. Thomas

I

Starr was a blacksmith, and used to go to Huron and

, Vermillion to work on vessels. He did the iron work
on the first deck vessel built this side of Erie. When
he returned home at night, he carried torches, not

only to show him the way, but to keep off the wolves,

which howled around him. His eldest son, William

Eldridge, born in January, 1815, was the first male

!
child born in the township.

John McLaughlin, who came with the earliest ad-

venturers, settled on the western border of the town-

ship, on the lauds adjoining McLaughlin's corners,

where he continued to reside until his death, in 1849,

at the age of seventy-seven years. His wife died in

1830. The only survivor of his family, in the town-

ship, is Milton McLaughlin.

Nathaniel Burdue, or "Old Mr. Burdue," as he

was called by everybody, settled near the spring now

j

used by the creamery. While living on the Huron
river, he set out one Sunday, with a piece of soap in

his pocket, saying he should travel until he found a

spring of soft water, and there he should locate. In

the afternoon he came to this beautiful spring, and
at once decided to make his home by its side. His

orchard was the first to bear in this section. Apples

were then scarce, aud Mr. Burdue watched his orchard

with such vigilance that he became associated in the

minds of the boys with Cloven-foot himself.

William Fitzgerald came from New York in 1810,

accompanied by Joel Simpson, and settled on the

farm now occupied by Henry Hine. None of his

descendants remain.

Hieronymus Mingus came from New York State in

1811. aud Aaron Fox and his wife came at tho Mime
time. The eldest sou of Mr. Mingus was killed in 181.3,

in the battle on the Peninsula. The second son,

Jacob, lived ar.d died on the farm now occupied by

his son, Benjamin. The third son, James, married

Phobe Darley, and settled in Townsend, Hilton county.

Ho was the Ninirod of those days. Aaron Fox and
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wife reside iu the northern part of the township, on

the farm they selected in the wilderness.

•John Thompson came from Pennsylvania at an

early day, and in 1813 married the widow Hubbard.

This marriage was, probably, the first in the town-

ship, although the honor is disputed, it being claimed

that Lazarus Young and Becky Laughlin have the

honor.

In 1811, occurred the first birth and the first death.

Milan has claimed Mrs. Millerman as the first child,

but Berlin has that honor. Her father, Lazarus

Young, was such a moving planet that it is difficult

to decide, but there is little doubt that she was born

on Berlin soil. The death was accompanied with

horrible circumstances. The wife of John Dunbar,

while her husband was absent, iu a state of insanity

threw herself into the fire, made of large logs, placed

against one side of the house. Her screams brought

Mr. Dunbar to the house, and he ijuickly took her

from the flames and placed her on the bed while he

could go after assistance, but she wildly ran after

him. All that day he shouted for help, not daring

to leave her, but not until near night did any assist-

ance come to the terribly afflicted family in their re-

mote cabin. She died that evening, and was buried

on the banks of the Old Woman creek, where now is

the township burying ground. Mr. Dunbar then

lived on the place afterwards occupied by Dr. X.

Phillips, and the splendid spring which gushes out

from the hill was long known as the " Dunbar

spring."

Jeremiah Bensehooter was a native of Sempronius,

New York, as fM his wife, Sally Weatherlow, whom
he married iu 1808. He came to Berlin in 1811, and

settled on lot twenty, fourth section. They had

thirteen children: Harry, Milo, Ensign, William.

Curtis, Aaron. Weatherlow, Harriet, Delia, Betsey,

Jeremiah. Sarah and Mary Ann. Curtis Bensehooter

passed nearly his whole life on his farm, removing to

the Heights in his declining age. He died in 16T7,

at the age of seventy years. His son. Moses M..

resides at Stone's corners, and is one of the most

successful physicians in the vicinity.

Othaniel Field came in 1810, and purchased section

nine, range six. of Samuel White, who had made
considerable improvements, by way of clearing. Field

was a Vermont man. ami industriously devoted him-

self to corn raising, so much so that the destitute

new-comers gave his place the name of Egypt. For

a long time he kept bachelor's hall, and his eccentric-

ways still linger in the memories of those who knew

him. He. after many years, married, but had no

children. He died in 1850. ut the age of seventy-

nine, his wife surviving until 1HTG.

Stephen Meeker settled on lot ten. section four, in

1811, where he resided until bis death, in ls41». having

been preceded by bis wife by only a few week-. He
worked at blacksmithing, and kept a public house,

ami for several wars held the office "f judge. He
married Polly Piatt, in IMt'i. They had -even chil-

I dren: Barney. Hezekiah, Edward, Hanford, Grissel,

Maria and Oeorge T.

Daniel Butler came to Berlin in 1814, from Cleve-
'

land, to which place he came from Massachusetts, in

1811. Losing his wife, he returned to Massachusetts

in 1816, and married Jemima Bishop. They had six

children, and he had two by his first wife. The chil-

dren by the second marriage were: Amanda, Climena.

Luanda, Daniel, Charles and Harriet, none of whom
are at present living in the township. He was an

aide man, and was the first who held the office of

justice of the pence, or. at least, the second. For

many years before his death, which occurred in 1854,

in his seventy-fifth year, he had been subject to

insanity, which had a religious aspect, and caused

him to take his own life. He received a revelation

to build a house fifty by one hundred feet, for the

second coming of Christ, and not being able to build

the whole, built a quarter, and thus, for years,

his family lived iu this most awkward tabernacle.

This building lately has fallen in ruins and been

destroyed. His son Daniel inherited his father's

tendencies, ami at last put an end to his own life, in

the same manner, in lSfil, at the age of thirty-four.

Samuel Reed came in 1815. He was five weeks on

the lake, from Buffalo to Huron. He bought the

I

farm now owned by J. S. Lowrv, where he lived till

spring, whn he went to Milan to work on Merry's

mill, his wife working for the workmen. In 1810,

he removed to Florence: in 181?, he purchased the

lot seven, range two of section two, and made the

first clearing on the farm of Juduthan Cobb, to whom
he sold it in 18*0, and removed to Oxford in this

; county.

Nathan Harris was born in Berrvtown, Connecticut,

where he arried Betsey Moon, and moved to the

1 then far west, stopping at Perry, New York, and

reaching Berlin in 1815. They had eleven children:

Thomas, Emma (Mrs. Sanders). Betsey (Mrs. John
Meeker), Hiram. Nathan. Anna (Mrs. Storrs). Mrs.

Harris died in 1845, and in 184*5, Mr. Harris removed

to Indiana where he died in 1858.

The war having closed, and no danger to be appre-

hended from Indians, the tide of immigration poured

westward, and the unoccupied lands were rapidly ap-

propriated.

Samuel Lewis came from New York, near Seneca

lake, in 1816. He married Klizabeth Hine, and pur-

chased lot nineteen, section fourth, which remained

in his possession until his death, in 1851, at the age of

fifty-five. He left a wife, now Mrs. Oliver Peak, and
six children : Lyman. Charles, Baldwin, Luther,

Clarinda, and Mary (Mrs. Raws), none of whom now
reside in the township. They had lost four.

Lewis Jones came from New York, Bushkill, in

181C, and purchased lot seven, range five, and after

a few years removed to lot twelve, range six; he, after

a time, removed to Wood county. His wife. Hannah
Ewiliken, wag a native of Ulster county. New York.

J

They had eight children: Levi, now living in this
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BKNJAMIN SUMMKRS.

wu of Revolutionary ancestry. Hii parents

Newtown, Fairfleki Co., Conn., where bis anoewtor* bed

Hred (or three generations. Hii grandfather, Benjamin Summers,
was the boo of Samuel Baannen, aod wu owe of » family of nine

eons and three daughter*. His ancestor, Benjamin, eerred with di*-

in the old French war. He wu too old for general eerrioe

the Revolution, bat wu active in getting reeruiu; wu in

ltd Of n company of Silver Ore; Minute-Men, end wu oat in

vice et the time the British were chased to tbeir shipping after

the burning of Fairfield, Danbury, and Norwalk.
Mark Summer*, the father of Benjamin, wu born May II, 1765,

at Newtown, Conn., and in 17V- Died hi* boao among tbe rough
bill* of Middletown, Delaware Co., N. T. Here hi* boo Benjamin
wu bora, May II, 1801. In hi* ninth rear he we* aem beck U> the
old family borne at Newtown, that he might attend aobool

; thither,

alio, hi* parent* *oon after removed, in order to educate their children.

They remained there aeven or eight yeara. In the mean time Brnja-

ala had acquired " a good eoamon-ecbool education, and a oouple of

yean in Latin, mathematiei, and surveying."

In the fall of 1817, Mark Summer* and hi* family removed to the

Went, arriving at their home on the Fire- Land*, Nov. 17, 1817, after

a journey of forty days in the wilderness, pitching their tent in

VermllHon township. Tbe land which be had purehaeed, three hun-
dred and forty aerea, lay ia Jessup (now Floreooe) town*bip. It wu a
Utile too far in the wood*, and to be nearer to neighbor* they bought
a half-lot in Vermillion, wblcb *pot became tbe permanent home of the

family. One indnoement to bay the half-lot wu that there wu a
clearing of two or three aerea and a dwelling-hou*e thereon. The

i log hat of one atory and one room, and they " aoved in

lr already occupying, making in all fifteen in one

I of the time two hired men in addition."

Benjamin taught tbe diatricl reboot part of tbe winter of 1819, and
oeeuionally afterward. In tbe winter of 1824-14 ha clerked in a
•tore in Milan, and wu married to Mi*> OHve Steven*, of that place,

recently from Sheffield, Man. She lived but a abort time after tbeir

marriage. Mr. Sumaera married hi* second wife. Mi** Julia Burr.

April 4, 1817. She, also, tike hii former wife, had bad the advan-
tage* of a New England education.

Mr. Summers' health wu never very linn, be being afflicted with
rheumatism, which partially disabled him for year*. He succeeded,

however, very well in busiae**, and noon became a leading man in

hi* community ; fllled rariou* office*, wu justice of the peace three

term*, and in tbe winter of 1837 wa*, by tbe State legislature, elected

uaociate judge of Huron County. Mr. Summer* wu a Whig, and
the Legislature by which he wu elected wu Democratic. Tbe office

wu unsolicited and unexpected by him. Judge Summers took hi*

•eat at the March term, 1837. At tbe Legislative tea-duo of 1838-39,

tbe Democrats, being io power, set off to Brie County what i* n«w it*

eastern portion, and the* Judge Summer* wu, a* claimed by tbe
Democrat*, legislated out of office, he, by the change in euunty line*,

being no longer a reeident of Huron County. Various legal question*
were railed : but Judge Summer* and Judge Choate, of Milan, whose

of He

Summer! consented to be the Whig candidate

bouse wu a log h

with the family

room, and most ol

arable from, or, i

this period Mr. S

At the solicitation of hit party friend*, Judge
iig o*

retentative in the Legislature. He wu elected in 1844, and re-

elected In 1845, and wu by hi* friend* uked to be a candidate for

Stat* Senator in 1 Ktfl, hu! declined the nomination. It " did not pay"
la any sense, and he very much disliked tbe oabaling, intrigue,

and "tin-pan" which seemed almo*
too much practiced in. political life.

wu a prominent man (to whom the " widow and the orphan"
for advice and counsel), but preferred private life, wu laoeenfal u
a farmer, keeping up with the times in hi* reading and observation

of men and thing*. Hi* health teemed firmer, and be realised the
ease of competence and the happinee* of home. Realising the benefits

of an education, he gave to bis children such advantage* u were in

hii power. He wu among the eurly members of the Fire-Lands
Historical Society, filled verlou* office* in the same from time to time,

wu one of it* efficient supporter*, and furnished various contributions

for its magatine.
His temperament was nervous-bilious, and he suffered much from

nervous headaches, which interfered with hi* labors and literary pur-

suits. He bad a great thirst for hnowledgc, and read everything within

his reach ; had a general knowledge on most subjects, without confining

himself to any one line of thought. Hi* farming wu after the alyle

of his reading. He delighted in improvements, wu fond of intro-

;

new and superior fruits, grains, vegetable*, ornamental trees,
~

t did not confine himself to one production. When his curiosity

and ambition were satisfied with producing the finest and greatest

variety of peaches, be turned hi* attention to the culture of gra|>e*,

and so on. Tbe money value of a thing wu not it* chief value to

him. He wu not visionary, however, or reeklrsa, but cautious, and
oommonly succeeded io whatever be undertook. Though not a read
lawyer, he had a pretty good knowledge of legal principles, and his

views on legal questions were mueh respected and sought after by hit

neighbor* and friends. He wu just, punctual, and forbearing in his

dealing* and intercourse, firm where duty required, but yielding

where no principle would be sacrificed ; hence he wu tbe a noom pro-

mising enemy of slavery and every pretext for oppression, a reliable

friend, a rather "inconvenient enemy," an accommodating neighbor,

and kind and indulgent in bis domestic relations. For many years be
wu a consistent and active member of a Christian church, but wu
naturally somewhat skeptical on some points of orthodoxy, and for a
time seemed to delight in controversy on these point*. In later year*

be -ti<likrd this controversy, and earnestly sought to return to the
faith of his earlier manhood. Advancing years enfeebled the health

of himself and wife. Thev told the ord homestead and removed to

Berlin Heights, where they resided two or three years until the
decease of hit faithful wife, who had been a true helpmeet for forty •

seven year*, on Nor. 19, 1 H 7 4 . By this event hit home wu broken
up; his health also gave way, and for ten months he wu an intense

sufferer. Three last months were spent with bis children, "faraway
from tbe Fire hands," and they learned to know him better and rever-

ence his character more and more u the davs of bit pilgrimage drew
to a close. He departed this life, in tbe full vigor of his ml. lie

faculties, at tbe residence of his daughter, wife of Bev. O. H.
tupee. D.D., at Mansfield. Ohio, Aug. II, 1874, in the

• of bis i
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township; Alvnh J.. Morris, Betsey (wife of Captain

Kelley, of Milan), Polly (Mrs. Green, now of Town-
send), Gideon, Amos and Hannah.

Aaron Benschoter and wife came from Neversink,

New York, in 181fi, with their family. William,

Daniel, and a daughter who married Oliver Peak.

They were middle-aged when they came, and lived to

advanced age. William purchased lot twenty-seven,

range four, when both he and his wife died, in 1833.

Their daughter, Esther, married Joel Fox, aud is the

only member of the family remaining in the township.

Oliver, Alanson and Betsey D., moved to the West.

Daniel purchased lot twelve, range eight, and soon

after, losing his wife, married Rebecca, daughter of

Hezckiah Smith. They had six children: Gardner,

Leander, Sheffield, Hoffman, Cordelia and Eliza.

Gardner and Hoffman, only, reside in the township,

the latter remaining on the old homestead. Mrs.

Benschoter died in 1877.

In 181 6, Baswell Wood and James Kellogg came
from Tolland, Connecticut. James Kellogg settled

on lot seven, range one. He had three children:

James, Arlica (Mrs. Keeler), Lvdia (Mrs. John An-
derson). He died in 1821, his wife, Nancy Wood,
several years later. Baswell Wood settled on lot

eight, range third, where he resided until his

death, in 1831, at the age of eighty-one. He had six

children : Andrew, Nancy, Sally (Mrs. Nehemiah
Smith), Margaret and Baswell. Mrs. Wood and her

youngest child died in 1818. Andrew Wood resided

in the township until his death, in 1874. at the age

of sixty-eight.

Jared Hine came in 18H! from Litchfield, Connec-

ticut, aud purchased lot eleven, range eight, which

be made his permanent home. In 1815 he married

Betsey Miner, of his native town, and the next year

moved to the far-off wilderness of Ohio. His laud

was first settled by Fitzgerald, who sold to Anson
Fox. who sold to Hubbard, from whom it was pur-

chased by Mr. Hine. These owners had each made
some improvements. Yet the country was then wild

enough, and the first night the young couple stayed

in their new home they were disturbed by a prowling

bear. One night, hearing a scream in the forest,

Mrs. nine, thinking it was her brother was lost,

went to the door and blew a horn. Every time she

stopped the scream answered nearer, until Mr. Hine,

whom she had awakened, thinking it no human
voice, told her that she had better come in. It was

a panther; and, although they were secure, the night

was passed anything but pleasantly. Mr. Hine was

an energetic man and upright citizen, and held the

office of justice of the peace for fifteen years. He
was the third chosen to that office. He died in 1844,

at the age of fifty-six. They had but one child,

Henry W., who still reside- on the old homestead.

In 1817, Jared was joined by his brothers Sheldon,

Nathaniel and Charles, and. the next year, Sheldon

returned to Connecticut and married Sally Osborne,

returning with his brother Amos.

The journey from Connecticut in those days was a

greater undertaking than a voyage to Japan would be

at present, aud consumed almost as much time. They
were forty days on the road, driving ox teams. When
Sheldon arrived with his bride he found the log house

he had left, with all the stores for the coming year,

had been burned. This, united with ague by which

he was prostrated, was onough to discourage any or-

dinary man, but these pioneers were heroic in their

endurance, and by sheer pluck and perseverance con-

quered the wilderness.

Sheldon Hine purchased lot eight, range eight, of

Joshua Poyer. and resided there until his death iu

1854. at the early age of forty-six. He suffered from

malarial disease of the new country, and his untiring

j

iudustry exposed him recklessly, to all kiuds of weather.

Ho built a saw mill on the Old Woman creek, where

he worked night and day, and also a cider mill. The
saw mill was not only a great accommodation to the

people but of profit to him. He soon became pos-

sessed of large tracts of land in various parts of the

township. Mrs. Hine still survives, enjoying a green

old age. She had seven children: Lucius A., who
devoted his life to reform; Horatio S. : Daniel- N.

;

Theodore B., now in Toledo, but still owning the old

homestead; Leman G., now practing law in Washing-

ton, D. C»; Julia (Mrs. S. T. Burn ham i. now liviug

in Saginaw; Laura F. (Mrs. Powers), now living in

Kansas.

Amos Hines purchased lot nine, range eight, where

he lived until his death in 1854, at the age of sixty-

four years. He built a saw mill on the Old Woman
creek, which was a great convenience to the i>eople.

Before leaving Connecticut he married Polly Allen.

They had three children: Lorenzo, Allen, and Mary
(Mrs. Simms). who only survives. Mrs. Hine still

resides in the old homestead, which she keeps in ex-

cellent repair. It is au old fashioned Connecticut

farm house, the first brick house erected in the town-

ship except Judge Meeker's, on the lake shore, which

I
was built first, but before that section became a part

of Berlin.

Nathaniel Hine staid only for a short time in Ber-

lin, removing to Florence where he was drowned in

1820, leaving a wife and three children.

Charles Hine purchased lot eight, range eleven, the

farm now owned by L. S. Chapin. He was twice

married, but was childless. He died in 1855, aged

fifty-six years. His second wife, a few years since,

married Mr. George Butler, of Milan.

Oliver Peak was born in Starksburg, Vermont, in

17!»7, and came to Berlin in 1817. He had previously

married Mary Benschoter, daughter of Aaron Ben-

schoter. He purchased lot eighteen, section four,

which he always retained. They had five children:

Daniel, George. Mary J. (Mrs. George Douglas, now
of Toledo), and Amy. George is the only one now
residing iu the township, being one of the most in-

fluential and enterprising fanners.

Oliver Peak came into the wilderness with little
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means, hut by industry and economy amassed con-

siderable wealtli, and had the satisfaction of seeing

all his family more than usually prosperous. II is first

wife died, and he married the widow of the late

Samuel Lewis with whom he lived till his death. He,

for many years, was justice of the peace, and was an

upright, honorable and patriotic citizen.

Reuben Brooks came with Mr. Peak from New
York, and for a time both held the same lot of land.

He afterwards purchased lot seventeen where be re-

sided until his death, about 18fi0. Only one son,

Absalom, is now a resident of the town.

Hezekiah Smith was born in Waterford. Conneeti-

cut, in 1776, and married Rebecca Miner, of that

place. Their son, Paul G., came to Berlin, and set-

tled on lot eleven, range two. in 1817, and the next

year Mr. Smith with his family came and settled on

lot ten. range one. He built a frame house which

was one of the first. He resided on this farm until

his death in 1859, at the age of sixty-three, and his

wife died in 1834. aged sixty-three. They bad eleven

children: Paul G., Turner M.. Nancy, Rebecca, Maria,

Xehemiah. Patty (Mrs. Benjamin Smith). Hezekiah,

Theodore. Henry and Emeline. Turner M. pur-

chased lot ten, range two. where he resided until his

death. Before removing from Connecticut, he mar-

ried Anne Whitemail. They had three children:

Gurdou, and Lucas, now residing in Minnesota, and

Horace who is a progressive farmer, still holds the

homestead, which he has brought to a high state of

cultivation, and where he says he shall remain until

he dies. He has made a speciality of Herefords, and

has a splendid herd.

Daniel Reynolds came from New York in 181 7, and

settled first on lot nine, range eleven, and then on lot

twelve, range eight, where he remained until the

death of his wife, Phoebe Thorn, in 1840, at the age

of sixty-one years. He had four children: Isaac T.,

Rachel (Mrs. Hiram Judson), Jane, and Polly (Joseph

Tucker). He died in Milan in 187*, at the advanced

age of ninety-one years.

David Walker came from Connecticut in 1817, and

located on section five, range two. They were indus-

trious, as they were obliged to be to support their

family of eleven children. As he was located on one

of the main thoroughfares be opened a hotel, and

soon after became postmaster.

Norman Walker, his brother, came two years later

and bought a farm near David'-, but it seems he

could not withstand the climate and died. His

daughter married El-worth Bnrnham, and her mother

resided, until her death, with them.

Joshua Phillips came from Lima. New York, in

1S1T with bis wife (Rebecca Smith), whom he mar-

ried in Roxbury. Massachusetts. He was an elder in

the Baptist church, and added preaching to his clear-

ing away the wilderness, farming, and working at

masonry. He purchased lot- ten and eleven, range

six, and o)>encd the fir-t quarry. They had seven

children: /.alumna, Zcbah, Joshua, Rebecca {Mrs. J.

S. Ixiwry), Xeimphon, Solomon, and Kliza (Mrs. T.

C. Chapman). Zalumna was thoroughly identified

with the business interests of an early day, having a

store at the heights, and for a time held the office of

judge and sheriff, and was once sent to the legislature.

This store was built on the site now occupied by

the towu hall. It was then a dense forest, and Mr.

Phillips paid Prentice K. Loomis seventy-five cents

to cut down the trees where he intended to build. J.

S. Lowry was the builder, and for many years was

regarded as highest authority in architecture. Xen-

ophon, for many years, practiced medicine with

marked success, and acquired quite a wide fame for

his treatment of climatic diseases. In after years,

throwing up the practice, he became a voracious read-

er and enthusiastic disciple of Parker and Emerson.

It is to his industry that we owe many of the personal

facts of this portion of the history of our township.

The story of the trials of the Phillips family illus-

trate the hardships endured by all early settlers.

They moved from the log house on the Chapelle creek

where they stopped a short time, to the house Mr.

Phillips was preparing. It was not yet finished. It

was ten by twelve feet square, made of chestnut logs,

split in two through the middle, and notched together

at the corners. The floor was made of split logs, and
at one end a wide space was left to build a fire. On
one side a doorway was cut through, but windows
there were none, and at that time none were needed,

for the roof had not yet been laid on. The first day

of January. 1818. a warm sunny day like May, the

family moved into the new house. The tall tree tops

of the interminable wilderness closed over its rootless

walls, and in the interstices the stars shone down on
their slumbers. Before morning a storm came up, a

cold sleety rain, and the weary father broke his wagon
box in pieces to make a temporary roof in one corner

under which his household huddled together till the

storm had passed.

Mr. Phillips brought three horses aud a cow with

him, but two of the horses soon died, not being able

to bear the exposure and coarse food; all they had was
a coarse grass which grew on the wettish lands in

branches, and this kept green all winter, and the snow
rarely ever was dee]) enough to prevent grazing.

Sometimes elm and basswood were cut down to allow

the cattle to feed on the tender branches. Alter the

death of the horses, the one left and the cow mated,

and it seemed that they were so lonesome in the wild*

that their affection for each other was affecting to be-

hold.

One day when Mr. Phillip* was on the prairie

working at masonry to earn the wheat to feed his fam-

ily, the mother seut Zalumna and Zebah for game.

They were gone until late in the afternoon, returning

without the least success. The former says he never

can forget the disappointment of his dear mother, for

they had nothing but potatoes, and she baked some
for their Hipper and they ate them with salt.

In 1817. Noah Hill came aud purchased lot -even,
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range seven, of Nathan Smith, a Methodist preacher.

He returned to Tioga, Pennsylvania, for his family,

nml the next year came and made a permanent settle-

ment. He was of Connecticut birth, as was his wife,

Bake; Butler. They have had eleven children:

Horace L.. Edwin I., Elihn P., Benjamin L., Mary

Ann. Rachel, Henrietta, Hester C, George S., Noah,

Sarah C. and Sterling U. It can be said that this

widely connected family, by their sturdy New Euglaud

ways, industrious habits and liberal ideas, have made
a deep impress on the character of the township.

Noah died early, and Sterling was killed at the age of

twelve years by the falling of the old Parmenter

bridge. Edwin and Horace are farmers, and Elihu

has retired from his farm and is living at his ease.

He served one term as State senator, in 1852-3.

Benjamin was an eminent physician, a professor in

the Cincinnati Eclectic College, and author of stan-

dard works on surgery. He was State representative

for one term, and died in California, where he had

goue for his health, George is a successful physician.

Xoah Hill, for many years, wag justice, and was

well known lor his integrity of character. Before

coming here, he worked at ship building, and helped

build the brig "Commerce," which the famous Cap-

tain Riley lost on the coast of Africa. He early saw

the evils of intemperance, and for the last thirty years

never tasted a drop of any alcoholic drink, not even

indulging in lemonade, which, he used to say, he

refused out of spile. When the old Congregational

church was sold, he purchased it by subscription, and

refitted it, making of it a, "Free Discussion Hall,"

and by that noble act making the future character of

the towns-people. This hall was destroyed by fire,

but not before the people saw the necessity of a free

place of meeting, and the town hall, in 1867, took its

place. He died in 18<i4, at the age of eighty years.

His wife still survives, at the age of ninety-five.

Timothy Tenuant came from Auburn, New York,

in 1818, and settled on lot three, range seven, where

his son-in-law had began improvements the year pre-

vious. His wife was Temperance Pomeroy, of
(

Connecticut, and he was born in Lyme, in the same
j

State. They have had twelve children: Sophia (Mrs.
'

Soper), Charles P., Daniel, Sterling, Henry, Lucy

Ann (first wife of Edwin I. Hill), Fanny J. (wife of
'

II. L. Hill i, Caroline (wife of R. M. Ransom), Cla-

rissa (Mrs. Glenn), and Eliza.

Daniel Tennant came into Berlin, in 1810, when

fifteen veal's of ajre. lie carried the mail, soon after, i•TO
I

from Berlin to Fremont, w eekly,—Wolverton, the con-

tractor, bringing it from Cleveland. He married, iu

1833, Caroline Bennett, by whom he had two children.

Charles, the only one living, resides on the old home-

stead, which is one of the premium farms. His wife

dying, he married, in 1858. Mary Ann Blain, of New
York, and in 1873 retired from the farm to* the

Heights. Mr. Tennant was a blacksmith, and brought

his anvil with him. His rule of business was never

to disappoint a customer.' He died in 1845, at the

61

age of seventy-five, and Mrs. Tennant, who survived

him eight years, died while on a visit to her daughter,

Mrs. Glenn, in Tiffin.

Thomas Stephens settled, in 1818, on lot eight,

range four, where he resided until his death, in 1835.

He was the second justice of the peace, and a good

teacher. He taught iu the old log school house at

the Heights. He left a wife and two children: Lu-

cinda (Mrs. Steen). and Polly, the first wife of Wil-

liam Poyer. Out of school he was the premium

swearer of the town, but in school, nothing would

bring swifter or severer punishment than an oath.

Nathaniel Thorp came from Hebron, Connecticut,

in 1818, with Moses R. Burnham, and in 1822, pur.

chased lot eight and nine, range one. He has been

twice married, by his first wife having four children,

only Jeremiah is now living, residing on the old

homestead. Mr. Thorp had the reputation of being

the hardest working man in the township. He died

in 1854, aged sixty-two years. Moses and Elsworth

Burnham purchased lot three, range six.

John Wetherlow and George Whitney came, in 1810,

from Seneca connty, New York, and purchased lot

ten, range seven. This was the lot on which the

first improvement in the township was made, by John

Dunbar. Mr. Weatherlow died in 183?, leaving a

wife and five children: Lucy (Mrs. A. Halbite). Car-

oline (first wife of Captain L. Case), Samuel, William

and John.

Jonathan Cobb came in 1819, from Tollaud, Con-

necticut, and bought of S. Reed, lot seven, range

two, where he resided until his death, in 1837, at the

age of thirty-six years, He made, for the time he

lived, great improvements: built the first framed house

—yet standing,—a mill, and was an energetic business

man. He left a wife and three children: Ahira,

Ralph L., and Sally (Mrs. Elihu P. Hill).

Oliver Pearl came from Connecticut in 1819, and

settled on lot two, range two, and resided there until

his death in 1835, where his widow, now in her

eighty-sixth year, still resides with their son Addison.

They have had ten children, five of whom are now
living: Oliver, Ancil II., William, Emeline, Albert,

Marilla. Addison, Harriet, and Jerome.

Thomas and Titus Daniels came from Chenango

county in 1819, the former settling on lot three, range

two, and the latter on lot three, range three, on

which they remained. .

Cyrus Call came in 1819 as a pioneer Baptist mis-

sionary, and contracting to settle as resident pastor,

retained that position for ten years. In 1820, he

moved his family from Lake county, and purchased

lot seven, range five, where he resided until his death

in his eighty-eighth year. His wife was Sally Cross,

whom he married in New York State. They had

nine children: Polly (Mrs. Middleton), Essex, Sally

(Mrs. Hanes). Jo, Carlo. Harriet, and Dana C.

David Butler came to Delaware county from Len-

nox, Massachusetts, in 1805, and in 1820 to Berlin.

His wife was Abigail Barr, of Massachusetts. He
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purchased lot five, range twelve, where he resided

until au advanced age.

Hiram Judson came from Woodbury, Connecticut,

and purchased lot seven, range eleven, in 1821, a val-

uable tract reserved on account of the supposed salt

spring. In 1825 he married Rachel Reynolds, and

has since remained on this farm. They had" three

children: Elizabeth. Mary, and William. The latter

remains on the old homestead. Mrs. Judson died in

1861. Mr. Judson is well preserved at seventy-niue

years.

David Butler settled on the western limits of the

township in 1822. He had a family of twelve chil-

dren, none of whom now reside in the township.

George, for many years, was a farmer, and well known
as a farrier. He now resides in Milan,—his daughter,

Mrs. William E. Sfpure, remaining on the homestead.

Cromwell Tillinghast and wife came to Berlin in

182T. purchasing the tract of land on which they

have since remained. They have four children :

Mary (Mrs. Leman Hine, of Washington, D. C);
(Mrs. Fred. Otis, of Chicago): Oliver C. who

married Miss Lizzie Reynolds, and remains on the

old homestead, and Charles, residing on the Otis

place. Two other brothers came from Connecticut

at nearly the same time, George and William., aud

the Otis family came the same year. Joseph Otis

purchased the farm of John Thompson, built a saw

mill above the Farmenter bridge, and added greatly

to the business of the section. Of his family, the

three sons, James, Frederick and Edwin, after farm-

ing for some years, removed to Chicago, where they

have become identified with the business interests of

that city, and the daughter. (Mrs. Sherman),

resides in Norwalk.

Eliphalet Harris may be ranked with the pioneers

of Berlin, although he first settled near Portland,

now known as Sandusky. He was bom in 1T95, at

Flushing. Long Island. He came, with his wife, a

native of Glasteiiburg, Connecticut, in 181G, to the

present site of Sandusky, then a marsh, covered with

ducks ami geese. He established the first tannery in

the county of Huron: taught the first public school

and singing school in the county, and assisted in set-

ting up the first press, from which the Clarion was

printed for many years, and as deputy sheriff, assisted

in the fir-t public execution—that of three Imliaus.

He was a hard-working man, as the clearing of two

farms testify, and the story of his struggles with

privations aud hardship-, would make a volume

stranger than fiction. On his first farm, near the

city, he was one day briskly chopping. His large

familv were destitute and hungry. There was no

meat, and little bread. He could do nothing for

them, ami chopped away with harder blows to over-

come his feeling*. Suddenly, he saw a large bear

mount a log in the clearing and look at him. It

WM but the work of a moment to seize hi- ready gun.

ami a luckv shot laid bruin dead. Bear steak was

the first meat the Harris family ate in Ohio. Mr.

Harris had a family of twelve children, only two of

whom are resident* of the township, William and

Daniel. He died at Berlinville, 185?. aged sixty-two.

Mrs. Harris died at Norwalk. Ohio. 18TG. aged

seventy-six.

Nathan Tuttle cume from Sempronius, New York,

in 1832. He married some ten years previously,

Moriah Monroe from Massachusetts. He purchased

a portion of the • 'fraction" and of portions of contigu-

ous lots, about a mile directly west of the Heights.

They are still living at the ages of seventy-nine and

eighty years, well preserved after the hardships they

have endured. Of their four children J. M. is at

Norwalk. having au elevator there; Lucy is the wife

of Henry Hoak; David is in Wakeman, and Hudson
resides on the homestead. II. • married in 1858, Sim
Emma D. Rood. They have three children: Rosa,

Curl and Clair.

Robert Douglass came from Scotland to Canada,

j
where after residing eighteen years, he removed to

j New York, and after three years, in 1833, he came to

Berlin, purchasing a tract of land on the shore,

w here he resided until hi- death. His family • On-

sisted of eight children: Agnes, Margaret. George.

Mary, Isabella, James. Betsey and Lctitia. George

I
became an active business man, and for some years

j

before his removal to Toledo, where he now resides,

handled a large amount of real estate in this adjoining

townships. James is now the only member of the

family in the town. He married Cornelia King in

185?, and resides on a farm adjoining the old home-
stead, a part of which he also owns, and is a leading

farmer and fruit grower. In 18?4, he ran for state

representative on the democratic ticket, and although

the ticket was lost by two hundredand forty majority,

he was elected by thirty-three votes, ami re-elected

against about similar odds in 18?6.

L. B. Chapin came from Connecticut in 1841, and

purchased a part of the Mulinick lot. He w as a man
j
of culture, and had practiced law. He set a good

example by hi- thorough farming, and well kept farm.

He died in . Leonard resides with Mrs. Chapin

on the old homestead, and L. S. on the farm once

owned by Charles Hine. Leonodus, the only other

surviving child, resides in the west, and is actively

engaged in railroad building.

TOWNSHIP GOV Kit X M KNT.

On the first day of April. 1MT, the first town

meeting was held in Thompson's mill. A strange

assembly of only thirteen rough men in grotesque

costume, patched and mended until the fabric could

not be distinguished, or of enduring buckskin, w ith

coon skin caps and fawn -kin ve-ts. They had con-

eluded that the township needed a government, aud

they did not wait for the State to Mipply them, but

felt fully competent to make such a government

themselves. The judge* were not troubled to count

the vote.-,, a- every voter was elected to office, and

some had two. The follow ing is the li-t >>f low ti- hip
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MILTON LAUUIILl.N. MRS. MILTON LAUQHLIN.

MILTON LAUGH LIN.

The grandparent* of Mr. Laughlin oame From Ireland, with their

family of eleven sons, and settled in Georgetown, Pa. Too date of

tbeir immigration is uncertain, but it must bare been over a century
ago. John, one of the oldest of thin large family, married Eliuboth
lloak. fitter of John lloak, and after a few yean joined the party of
adventurer! who left Walnut Creek, Pa., for the Huron River. Ho
removed from the bottom-land* of the river to Milan, then an Indian
village, and remained there two year9. He became greatly attached

to the Indiana, and they to him. He was an excellent hunter, and
they admired bin dexterity. His children played and were one with
tbe Indian children. When his little son, Benjamin, was taken sick

he was doctored by the Indian medicine-man, and, when he died, was
burled by the Indians after their custom.

Mr. I.augblin was fortunate in maintaining the most friendly

relation with the Indians, and never but once broke with them. Onoc,
while hunting, be shot one of their dogs for a wolf, nnd narrowly es-

caped the vengeance of its ownor.
In I HI 0 he built a small lug house on Lot 8, which ha* since been

known as the Laughlin plnce, and moved there with his family.

It waa a desperate struggle for existence ; want and disease were con-

tinually near at hand. The children, unacclimatod, were the greatest

sufferers.

Henry, one of the oldest, succumbed to fever, and was buried on the

high bank of Huron Itivcr. While here news came of Hull's sur-

render, and the settler* fled for their lives, oxpucting the Indians
would rush down upon them. Mr. Laughlin and family started

fur tbe old home in Pennsylvania, with such provisions as they eould

carry, and on hnrmrbnek or on foot pursued their way through the

interminable forest rial Mansfield. Ilis rifle was his dependence for

support, and they cmnped wlierc\er night overtook them. Soon after

they reached their destination, on Christmas day, 1813, tbe weary
mother gave birth to a son, who li tbe subject of this sketch. After

two years tbe family returned.

In I si I they built a ittvtd b«j lauae, near tbe Corners, on the same
farm, where be resided until his death. He was passionately fond of

hunting, and rery pfyatf a quiet, taciturn man, who shrank not from
labor. There was no fruit except wild crnb-apj*lt* and fra*t-grnpr* ;

turnips were used for fruit, and sometimes the children would go
into the woods and search for </roNM</-iiM/« or wild potatoes for their

dinner.

Tbeir only sugar was made from the maple, and queer tastes were
established by familiarity with Indian diet. They cooked their mtnl
l» the syrup.

This section was heavily timbered. Oaks which made seventy-five

rails to the cut, and four bundled years of age, were common. Ver-
min abounded. In one fall Mr. Milton Laughlin killed seventy-
five opossums, several hundred squirrels, and twelve deer, besides

wild turkeys and coons which he did not count. Where the school-

bouse now standi his rather killed a bear. Tbe children in this in-

teresting family were as follows,— Katie, Henry, John, Nancy, Benja-

min, Annie, Betsey, Miltun, and Belinda. As corn was pounded into

meal in a mortar made in a stump hollowed out by fire, the feeding

of such a family was no ordinary task.

Milton Laaghlin was cradled and bred under sneh conditions

and surroundings. He became a hard-working, persevering, deter-

mined man, with a good bit of the silent, undemonstrative habit, as

would be expected from such conditions. He married, Nov. 28, 18X7,

Mary B. Krom, of Ulster Co., Pa., formerly of New York City. In
consideration of paying certain debts, his father gave him a part of

the nU farm. These dehls amounted to more than the land was
worth, but be straggled through. When bo moved from his father's

house be carried his household goods on a wheelbarrow, He worked
on his farm during the summer, and in tho sblp-yard at Milan during
tbe winter. He was a sawyer, and helped to saw tho timber for the

locks on the canal. lie often made $4,411 per day, while the average
wages were but $1.&0 per day. His efforts were admirably seconded
by his wife, (nd, hy perseverance, industry, and attention to business,

ho has gained the title of West Berlin banker, though he says he
never bad a dollar given him.
The fruit of this marriage are Ransom, born Juno 0, 1839, married

Sarah Springer, Aug. 8, 1880, resides in Milan township: Nancy T.,

born June 16, 1842, married, April 14, 1888, to Win. Squire, of Milan,

died April 19, 1875 ; Jane, born Jan. 23, 1843, married George Hooper,
and resides in Michigan ; William F., born Feb. 5, 1849, died a soldier,

in South Carolina, March 2, 1885 ; Willis, born June 29, 1850 ; and
Bertha K.. born March I I, I8«8.

Of bis father's family, he is the only surviving son. It is said of

bis sister Nancy, now Mrs. Sands, when a small girl she went after

the cows, and while gathering wild grapes, too tempting to pass,

became lost. She was so completely turned aronnd that, when she

waa told the right way by a man she met near Old Woman Creek, she

would not believe bim, and kept on her own way. The neighbors

bunted for her all night without success, but the next day Henry
discovered her track on the bank of the creek, and followed It, finding

bcr in t'lurenet, eight miles away, where she found shelter in a rude
cabin.

Mr. Laughlin was reared a Methodist, but is now tetmir in re-

ligion, and from remarkable phenomena in his own house became a
believer in Spiritualism. In 1853 he built a large brick resilience,

and is now prepared to enjoy tbe fruits of his long and patient toil.

He has been an eye-witness of the niimlwrless changes of sixty years,

whioh have converted the trackless wild into fields laden with harvest

:

instead of deer and bear, the horse, ox, and sheep ; instead of blazed

trees to mark the line of travel, good, broad highways : streams have
hero bridged : towns, villages, and beautiful homes have been built.

In short, tbe " desert bas been made to blossom like tbe rose."

Some faint idea of this change maybe seen from this fact: in

1827, John Laughlin paid $270 for his one hundred acres of land,

and paid a tax on the same that year of $3. 10. The same land is now
valued at $10,000, and in 1870 the taxes were t*5.96.
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officer*. John I<aughlin. Samuel Reed and John

Thompson, trustees; Henry Brady, clerk: John Hoak,

treasurer: Daniel Butler, constable: Lybcus Storrs,

lister and appraiser; Christopher Brubaker and Thos.

Starr, path masters; John Hoak and S. S. Reed,

fence viewers; Heironymus Mingus and Christopher

Brubaker. poor masters.

The new government was afraid of the poor tax,

and at once proceeded to "warn Rachel Taylor to de-

part the township of Eldridge." Who Rachel was,

or when she was expected to go in the wilderness, is

not stated, nor whether the officers were satisfied with

a show of authority and allowed her to remain.

The population rapidly increased, so that, when in

182C, the trustees first divided the town into school

districts according to the law passed the preceding

year, there were eighty-nine families then in the farm

districts.

FIRST EVENTS.

The first postmaster was Jcduthan Cobb, in 1850.

The mail was then carried on horseback from Cleve-

land to Lower Sandusky, now Fremont, by Robert

Wohertou. He afterwards ran a sort of coach or

hack, carrying the mail and passengers.

After Walker built his hotel, or tavern, as it was

then called. Mr. Beebe secured the contract for carry-

ing the mail. He ran a line of stages through on the

telegraph road, and the coming and going of these

ponderous vehicles was ipiite an event in the monot-

ony of the life of those days.

The wide territory to the north of Berlinville.

which has now two post offices, then had none, ami it

was a great convenience when an office was granted at

the center. This office gave the present name to the

place, for, as there were so many Berlins, some other

name had to be given to avoid confusion, and Berlin

Heights was suggested by the high lands, overlooking

the lake, on which it was situated.

Elihu P. Hill was the first postmaster, succeeded

by William Pearl, and by Jesse S. Davis, who has

retained the position for the last twelve years.

The first hotel was built by David Walker, on the

old Walker farm. The second was erected at Berlin-

ville, on the site of the present one, by David Coulter.

It was built of hewn logs. He sold to (ieo. Roberts,

father of lieorge Roberts of Milan, who sold it to

Harry Walker. Each owner added improvements.

The next was built near, or on, the site of Mr.

(frumman's house and store, of logs, by Calvin Hig-

gins, who started a tannery, the first in the township

and the last.

The first hotel at the Heights was the present Davis

House, erected by Mr. Jesse I. Davis in 1855, and

occupied, except for a short interval, by him since

that time.

The first school in the township was taught by-

John Leland, in the winter of 1811-13, in a house on

the Fitzgerald farm, now Henry Hine's. It would

probably be a great curiosity at the present time.

This school was soon suspended on account of the

war. the people leaving with their families for places

of safety—Cleveland or Pennsylvania. It is said that

the panic was so great, that in January, 1814, only

four families resided in the township. And yet the

Indians were always friendly, and no instance of their

depredation is recorded in the township.

The second school house was built of logs, covered

with " shakes," on the farm of Daniel Butler, in 1815,

and the school was first kept by Sophia ^Case, and

!
afterwards by Mr. Brady and Mr. Dunn.

The third school house was built near <he Burdue

spring, east of the Heights, iu 1818. This house would

now be a great curiosity. It was sixteen feet by twenty,

and the logs of which it was built were of all lengths,

some running out many feet beyond others. The roof

was shakes held down by heavy poles. The floor was

made of logs split through the middle. The seats

were made of the same, without backs, and the writing

desks were of the split slabs, supported by pins driven

into the log wall. There were three windows, but as

there was no glass, strips were placed across the open-

ings and greased newspapers placed over them. The

fire place occupied the whole end of the building, and

the only limit to the size of the sticks was the

strength of the boys to bring them in. There was

i not a board or a nail in the house. This school was

opened by Thomas Stevens, who received ten dollars

a month, paid in work on his farm or produce, and

by way of gratuity, an occasional '"bee" of chopping,

hoeing, hnsking, etc. From this small beginning,

the township has made great advance in the interven-

ing sixty years. The central district, in 1874, erect-

ed a school building at a cost of thirteen thousand

dollars. This school is graded, and the higher grade

has been taught from the beginning by Mr. Job Fish,

whose popularity has never waned, but constantly in-

creased. There are now ten school houses in the

j

township, valued at twenty-six thousand four hun-

dred dollars, and the annual expenditure for school

purposes is three thousand six hundred and eighty

dollars. The central district supports, besides the

main school, one at the "East End," at a cost of one

hundred and seventy dollars per year, in a building

costing five hundred dollars.

CHURCHES.

THE FIRST l HI*K< H.

The Methodists held class meetings even earlier

than 1815, in private residences, and had occasional

preaching from Nathan Smith, Mr. Westhich, Dennis

Goddard, Walker, and later. William Pattee.

At one of these meetings the following resolution,

which is a most excellent article of faith, was
adopted:

" Whereas, Our lots, by Divine Providence, are cast

in this wilderness land where we are destitute of the

I preached word, destitute of an able shepherd to take

;

us by the hand, and believing it is our duty, as pro-
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fessed followers of Christ: and also, feeling it to be

our desire, and esteeming it to be our highest privi-

lege on earth to do all we can to the declarative glory

of God, the advancement of the Redeemer's cause in

the world, aud the good of souls; and believing that

it will most conduce to this glorious end to form our-

selves into a conference state, in brotherly compact,

and thereby mutually strive to maintain the glory of

God, keep the Christian Sabbath, watch over one an-

other in love, aud be helps to each other in our pil-

grimage journey, and finding ourselves to be in uuion

in sentiments; we, therefore, the undersigned, do

hereby this day agree to unite in brotherly compact,

in the best of bonds, for the purpose above named.

March 4. 1818."

This document is in the handwriting of Joshua

Phillips, and is signed by him, Robert Wolverton, P.

0. Smith, Levi Fuller, Fanny Smith. Rebecca Smith

and Luther Harris.

In the following October, some of these met at the

residence of Perez Starr, in Florence, with others

from that township, and were organized by Elder

Warner Goodale into the Baptist Church of Berlin.

This organization held its meetings at private resi-

dences in Berlin and Florence. Klders French. Hurt-

well, Hanks. Tucker, Abbott. Rigdon. and Call,

preached occasionally.

The first settled minister of the gospel in the town-

ship, and in fact between Cleveland and the Indian

Land," was elder Call. He settled on the farm where

he always resided, lot seven, range five, in 1820. He
married, before moving from New York State, Miss

Sally Cross. Their family consisted of nine children

and, including great grandchildren, his descendants
j

number one hundred. He died in 1801 at the age of

eighty-eight, and his death was soon followed by that

of his wife at the age of eighty.

The Congregational Church was organized by Rev.

A. H. Betts and S. B. Sullivan in 1823, with nine

members. A. H. Betts preached occasionally until

1825>, when Everton Judson preached one-third of the

time for two years; then E. Barber preached for one

\ear, Joseph Crawford for two years, and in 1840 was

succeeded by J. C. Sherwin, who remained until 1851.

He was very active and successful, and was dearly be-

loved by all the community. He was succeeded for a

short time by James Scott, who was followed in 1852

by G. C. Judson, who remained about otie year. John

Parlin followed until ls.
r
>4. when F. A. Hemming was

'

installed and remaiued until is>7. He was then site-

celled by E. M. Cravath, who remaiued until 1803.

when he entered the army as a chaplain. T. B. Pen-

field occupied the desk for 1804, and George Candee

from 1805 to 1809. Sidney Bryant remained but a

few months, and J. C. Thompson took his place and

remained one year, and was succeeded by Henry

Brown, whose ministry was retj short. In 1*71 Levi

Luring accepted of the call and remained until 1>74.

A. D. Hail followed, remaining until 18*8, when he ,

departed to Japan a- a missionary. N. §, Wright is
,

the present stated supply. Nathan Chapman was the

first clerk of the church. Francis West retained that

office for thirty years. This church, from its forma-

tion, was congregational, but for reasons which, in its

infancy, were thought best for union aud success, it

became united with the presbytery and remained in

such union until 1805. when it withdrew and united

with the Ohio X. C. Association. Since its first or-

ganization, about three hundred have united with the

church, but death and removals have reduced the

number to about sixty. The first deacons were John
Fuller and Jonas Matthews, elected in 1835. The
present edifice was erected in 1845.

The Baptist Church was really founded and sus-

tained until 183jL by Elder Joshua Phillips, when at

his own request he was dismissed. In 1833, Elder

Algood was seenred to preach oue-half the time: in

1837, Elder Wood preached one-half the time, aud iu

1838. Elder P. Latimer was secured. In 183t». he

became a settled minister. Tiidei-bini the first great

revival occurred. Iu 184<>. H. C. Sylvester took

Latimer's place, and was succeeded in 1842 by Elder

Warren, under w hose ministry aided by Elder Weaver,

a celebrated evangelist, the most wonderful revival,

ever witnessed iu the township, took place. It was

not only the greatest but the last, and all efforts ap-

jiear to have no appreciable effect iu producing like

results. In 1844, Elder Blake was called by the

church. In that year the first Sabbath school wan

organized. Blake was succeeded in 1845. by Elders

Storrs and Bloomer; followed iu 1847, by Henderson;

184S, by Wilder: 1851, by Willoughby.' During his

yearly ministry the church struck on the rock of

slavery. By a vote of seventeen to two. it declared

that it withheld the hand of fellowship from all slave

holders. Since that time it has not wielded the in-

fluence of its early years.

The Methodists built a chapel in the eastern part

of the township in 1837, and iu 1850 one in the

western. This division was a great inconvenience,

ami the western was sold for a school house, and. in

1870, a brick edifice erected at the Height-. On ac-

count of the itinerant system adopted by that church,

it would l>e difficult to give a list of preachers who
have occupied the pulpits of that sect.

HIYSH | AN*.

The first physician was Dr. George G. Baker, who
came from Connecticut iu 1882. He remained but a

short time, removing to Florence, and from thence

to Xorwalk, where he remained and became identified

with the interests of that important town. He was

very successful in treating the malarial fevers, which

were not well understood by the early practitioners,

and his ride extended over a wide territory. The
early settlers still speak of him in terms of heartfelt

gratitude, and perhaps no physician has since attained

as strong hold ou the confidence of the community.

Physicians from neighboring towns came at lin-

early call of suffering, and as it e»er is, in new coun-
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tries, the quick flourished apace. Among the names

of the early doctors of medicine, a fuller notice of

whom belong* to the history of other townships, are:

Dra. Outhry, Harkness and Fay. Daniel Butler also

practiced, and David Butler dealt in roots and herbs.

Xenophon Phillips began practice in , aud for

many of years held almost a monopoly. He was a

gentle, unassuming man, and had remarkable success

in malarial fevers. His methods were not orthodox,

a combination of electrician, botanic, Thompsonian,

and common sense.

Berlin is noted for its healthfuluess, and physicians

have a proverbial hard time within its limits. After

Dr. X. Phillips retired, Prof. B. L. Hill and Dr.

Geo. S. Hill gained a wide practice. At present

there are three physicians in the township: M. M.

Benschoter, at Stone's corners, began practice in 1862,

and recently, Dr. Eldridge, Allopath, Dr. Collier, Ho-

meopath, have established themselves at the Heights,

Lawyers never received a fat living in Berlin. T.

C. Chapman has, for mauy years, transacted the legal

business of the communinty.

THE FIRST CiHl.ST MILL.

The sufferings for the want of mills to grind the

corn and wheat were not the least the pioneers were

called upon to endure. The nearest mill was at River

Raisin, and thither, in boats, they carried their grain.

It is related that in one of their expeditions they

stopped for the night at one of the Sister Islands.

The wind was very high, aud the boat broke from its

moorings and drifted, far out into the lake. It was

a terrible prospect for those hardy men, left alone on

desert island, aud the entire yearly supply for their

families irretrievably lost. Some of them sat down
and wept like children. The wind changed, and in

the morning the boat drifted back, and they went on

their way rejoicing, but they always referred their

deliverance to the hand of a merciful providence.

Such long journeys were not often undertaken. The
primitive Indian method of pounding grain in a mor-

tar, was adopted, or, at best, hand mills used. This

was followed, in Milan, by a horse-power mill, and at

length the proprietors of Berlin,—Eldridge, Fosdick

and Miner,—through their agent in Cleveland, J.

Walworth, to improve their property, built a mill, in

1S10, just above the Parmenter bridge on the Old

Woman creek. It was the first grist mill on the Fire-

lands. This mill was twenty by twenty-five, built of

logs, and had one run of stone. To the pioneres, who
had so long beaten their grain in mortars, or ground

it in hand mills, no mill could make better flour. The
Starr Brothers aud Mr. Seymour built it, and soon

after its completion, John Thompson, who built the

old Parmenter house, the second frame house in the

township, purchased it, and was patronized by a wide

territory. The stream, dammed in its forest fast-

nesses, then ran the mill nine months in the year.

The rain-fall was no greater than at present, but now

the forests are removed, ditches opened, and the

stream sweeps down in almost irresistible floods, and

scarcely for a single moment in the year is there

water sufficient to turn the mill wheel.

This John Thompson was a character. He was a

giant in stature; had been a wild youth, but had re-

formed. His fingers were drawn up and he could not

straighten them. When the boys came into the mill,

to wonderingly gaze on thestrauge wheels while their

bags of corn were being ground, they would ask him

how his hands came so fashioned. He would say to

grab toll, and illustrate it by taking out of the hopper.

"Old Man Burdue*' and his family were very super-

stitious, aud Thompson delighted to make them be-

lieve he was a wizard. The mill was locked with an

old padlock that needed a key, for the trouble was to

make it keep together, but in his hands it became bur-

glar proof, for he had made believe it was bewitched.

The Bit nines and many others were often half ter-

rified when Thompson would walk up to tho mill

door, make three waves of his hand, muttering to

himself, then shout '•open,'* as he struck the door

with his fist, and the lock would fly apart. Burdue

had bought a new scythe, and one day while using

it Thompson came along. He wanted to buy it,

for a new scythe was difficult to obtain. The old

man would not sell. " Very well," said Thompson,

"it shall never do you any good." Soon Burdue laid

down his scythe and went to auother part of the field.

Thompson seized the opportunity, and with his knife

cut the edge completely off. The old man returned

and resumed his mowing. The scythe would not cut.

He nsed the whetstone over and over again, but it

would not cut the grass. Then, in despair, he threw

it down, crvintr, '-just as I knew it would he. Thomp-
son's ipell'd it!"

The difference between the millers of our day and

this pioneer, is as great as between the steam mills

they run and the old log mill with its rude wooden

water wheel.

If Burdue was superstitious, he was a strong and

determined man. A good story is told of him and Mr.

Eldridge. He had purchased a lot of land, where now

the creamery stands, of the latter, made a partial pay-

ment, and bound him to give a deed when he received

one hundred bushel* of wheat, then worth two dol-

lars per bushel. The next year when Eldridge came
to look after his lands, Burdue was ready with his

i
wheat, worth thirty-seven cents per bushel, and eager

for his deed. Eldridge explained that it would be

ruinous, and endeavored to put him off. But the '"old

man" was not to be thwarted. He told Eldridge that

he must make up his mind to give him the deed, or

he would never have town alive." Those who knew

him were sure that he would keep his word, and El-

dridge became so fully assured that he made the deed

and left the almost worthless wheat.

IIEKL1K IN'IM STKIF.s AXI» PKolUVTs. ETC.

The first ipiarrv was opened by Jo-hua Phillips on

I
the laud now owned by J. M. Stab.!. He had sold
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the land to Eldridgc, reserving the use of the quarry

for oue year, in order to get out stone for himself a

house. Elder Phillips made that year a busy one, I

for he quarried stone, and had teams haul them out,

and for many years, had stone to supply the demand-
j

It was not. however, known that the ledge of sandstone

which crops out northeast of the Heights, and forma

a grand escarpment, was one of the most valnahle in 1

the State. It remained for George A. Baillie to. de-

velop this fact. The enterprise was a great one for

one man to undertake, as the strata dip from the es-

carpment, and over twenty feet of stripping! had to

be cleared from a wide area before the desirable qual-

ity of stone could be obtained. The wonderful

gravel-bed contiguous, tempted the Lake Shore Rail-

road to extend a branch from a point east of Ceylon,

overcoming the heavv grade by skillful engineering,

into the very heart of the quarry.

The stone has been found everything to be desired.

It is practically inexhaustible, and the strata are from

six inches to eight feet in thickness. By General

Gilmore's tests it will bear a crushing force of 14.250

per square inch, and E. E. Myers, the well known

architect, says: '"He regards it as one of the best sand-

stones he has ever seen or used. It withstands the

strongest acids; heat and cold, and grows harder, and

of finer tone by age and exposure. Mr. Baillie ship-

ped in 1878, four hundred ear loads, mostly to New
York.

Mr. J. S. Lowry began a few years since, working

anew the quarry on the farm originally of H. Ham-
mond, and with sufficient outlay this, too, will furnish

an inexhaustible supply.

In an early day grindstones were manufactured to

a considerable extent, and a wide local demand sup-

plied, but although the grit is good, the business has

long been discontinued.

dairy PRODUCTS.

Berlin has not been devoted to dairying, and little

attention was given to the factory system established

in townships on the eastern portion of the Reserve.

Under the influence of Melvin Stone, the Berlin

creamery was established in 1877, with a patronage of

two hundred and fifty cows. It had the advantage

of au abundant spring of water which flowed from

the earth at a temperature of . This factory
I

brought the art of butter making up to a higher
]

standard than possible to be obtained even by experts,

with the conveniences which a farm house supplies,

and of course a higher ju ice is obtained for the article,

ranging from seven'to fifteen cent-, per pound. This

increase in price more than covers the entire cost of

manufacture and sale. The patronage of the cream-

ery for ists was three hundred and forty cows, an

increase of ninety, and notwithstanding low prices,

the business was entirely satisfactory.

The Berlin fruit bo\ manufactory was established

in and has been a leading interest. It was first

run in connection with the sorghum business, began

) ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

the year previous, and which was continued until

1866. In the year 1804 ten thousand gallons of sor-

ghum syrup were made. The manufacture of apple

barrels was also a part of the business. In 1806, six

thousand were made. In 1808, the box business had

so largely increased that all other interests were closed

out. Additions and improvements in buildings and

materials have lieen constantly made and the product

increased until now eighty thousand feet of timber are

annually required, and employment given to twenty-

five persons. Samuel Patterson has been connected

as leading partner and business agent with the firm

from the beginning, and its success is due mainly to

his enterprise and inventive genius.

FBI' IT (iROWIXO.

The pioneers at au early day were determined to

have orchards, and began to plant trees before the

ground was cleared of the forest. Canada was the

nearest place where apple trees could be obtained,

and, jh 1812, John Hoak and Mr. Fleming, of Huron,

crossed the lake and returned with a boat load of

trees. Some of these are still growing in the orchard

of Henry Hoak and the old Burdue farm. Three

pear trees on the farm of Mr. Hoak from this ship-

ment arc of monstrous growth and still vigorous,

being quite unlike the weakly stock we now endeavor

to keep alive by constant doctoring. One of them is

seventy feet in highth. and measures eighteen inches

above the ground, eight feet seven inches in circum-

ference: another, somewhat less tall, measures over

seven feet. They rarely fail to bear, and yield from

thirty to fifty bushels of pears each. Some of the

old apple trees are still vigorous, and one of these

measures over nine feet in circumference. From this

small beginning. Berlin has become famous for the

perfection of its various fruits, and the skill of its

horticulturists. The proximity of the lake prevents

damaging frosts, and the soil is well adapted for the

apple, peach and grape.

< OMMI XISM.

Berlin Heights, at one time, became widely known
on account of a socialistic or Free Love society organ-

ized there. Only a single citizen of the township be-

came identified with this movement, this agitation

being drawn from widely remote States. They added

to their restlessness and impatience with existing cus-

toms and usages, more than ordinary intelligence.

It was some time after the first gathering that a

community was established. The first, called Point

Hope Community, was commenced in I860, had

about twenty members, and lasted less than a year.

The second, called the Industrial Fraternity, com-

menced, in 1860. with twenty member-, lived about

six months. The third, the Berlin Community, or

Christian Republic, commenced in 1S6.">, had twelve

adult members and six children and lived about one

year.
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UUD80N TUTTIjK.

HUDSON
Tbe i ty wlilcb decorates a nark with fine statuary di.es more to elevate the

standard of |i«iMlc morals and correct Utile than du*:w the erection of a sour©
of costly diarchy. The life of on* sincerely honest, pure, and consistent
man In a onininnnlty, who Is out an Idolater lo mammon, ami wbo lias a heart
lo fee, antl an fnletlect to work for public weal, with the moral cuuniicv to
combat erfur ou all occasions ami under all circumstances, docs more to educate
mankind up to higher planes of thought, and mode* of life and culture, than
does the eiwlowuaeul of a public school. 8nch a man i« the subject of this
ketch. II* was born In 1990, In a log cabin on the farm where be now re-
sides, and when.* he haa ulwuyx lived. If in parents cane to Ohio In 18.*10, pur*
chsaed a tract of woodland, and from (lie furcat carved out the homo now owned
by Mr. Tuttlr.

Hid opportunities fur acquiring an education were exceedingly meagre, lib-

entire scWd-daya did not reach quits fourteen month*, and Hie school ntlend-
ance vy Interrupted by sickness and long vocations inridrnt In country
schools. At the age of sixteen he became a medium, 111* niedluaiahlp began
with moving of tables and other object*, but rapidly culmlnate>d In a MgnlT
sensitive and impression*] state, In which ho always wrllea and usually spesdt*.

He was a frail, sensitive, and reticent boy. and even now shrink* from notorifly
or promliM*nen. Ilrief a* were liU school-days, frail an wai his boyhood, setisi-

tive and reticent na was hi* yuulh, modeat and retiring aa la hla mature man-
hood, few men of hla age and opportunities are ao widely and favorably known
In this country, and among the echolara In Korops. Ilia Ar>t work, " Life Id
the Spheres," was written and pubtiabed while he wiie yvt in hU teens.

While the public waa wondering over U»U atrnnge story of the " Beyond." be
was preparing the Unit volume of the ** Arcana of Nature,'* We are told that
Hie manuscript tor thl* volume was three times written and Indexed before It

was acceptable to the intelligences dictating It ; and oach time he waa Instructed

to burn It and try again, be unhesitatingly obeyed.
Though weary with physical toil, when hla guides came ho waa nt once re-

freshed, elastic, happy, and wrote far Into lbs night. The flrst volume of the
M Arcana of Nature" waa published in l£ft>. Two edition* were soon exhausted.
It was at once trauslnted Inlu Gurroan, and the advanced minds of that country
taw In Uiis work a aulution of the problem for which the thinking world had
bcenaoloiig looking. In the preface of this work Mr.Tuttlo saya, with cbarac-
tcrlatfc modesty I

" Kor yean I have been led through the path* iff acience by Invisible guldss,
wbo have manifested ths eamost seal of a father for a feeble and truant child.

. , , From these Invisible authors I draw the concealing veil, and to thi-iu

Jo I Irate this volume."
The writer well remembers how tho world stood sghast whan thia work ap-

peared. All wbo knew or bsd seen tfala country boy were ainaated. S.uie
praised, but more ridiculed and condemned. A farmer boy, without books,
education, apparatus, and with none of the appllaucea of the schools, uor even
cultivate-] surroundings, Isnnchos upon the world ft work at oticfplillneophical

and profound, otmmenclng with Ihe conatruction of the atom, and ending with
tli- laws of spirlt-llf*.

The tdoss it contained of evolution antedated Darwin by two years, and his

ideas of force were greatly In advance of the science of the time. The second
volume of the *' Arcana" aoon followed, and in lfttto he published "Origin and
Antiquity of Man," aaid to be a work of great merit.

About the same time. In conjunction with hla wife, he published u niossnms
of our Spring,*1 a poetical work containing. &a its title Implies, their early poemi.

His next works were "The Career ofthe rhr|*t Idea In |||ab>ry," "Careex
of the G<id Idea In History/' and "Career of Relitrlout, Idea* ; Their t'ltimales

the Bellgion of Science." which followed each other tn oulck succi-Mlon. N-'Xt

cams the " Arcana of Spirituallam," a manual or spiritual acience and philoao*

phy, wherein lie condensed Ihe study and best communications of (Ween years
of iiiwllumshlp.

In 1-74, Mr. Tuttlr and wife publlahed a volume of stories for our Chil-

dren," supplying them with mental food free from theological dogmatUm.
Amnng the many tract* he hits written, the moat notable are. jterhaps,

H Revivala, their Os-use and Cure," and " Origin of the t'rv*-* and steeple,

"

To all tills literary btlmr muat be added his editorial duties and continuous
contribution* to the press, both reform and aecular, l*or years he has written,

OQ an average, one review each week, lie has never entered the field aa an
itinerant lecturer, yet culls from the various socletim fully occupy hla leisure

tJma. All thla literary work has been accomplished nut-aide of the ordinary
routine of bovine**.

He has a productive farm of between two and three hundred ncrea, with
orehard" and vinrynnla, which receives hia [airaoiud auperviainn. Few men In

this country raise better cr»j«,or have ft better knowledge of *oi|».and the beet

method* of culture. The tarra, i>f coiir»e, muat receive hia attention during
the day, ftnd hia literary labor Is mostly perform"! at night.

In 1*T"7 he was united In marriage to Mim Rmma l». K»»«\, a lady nf rmro

poello and artUUc talent. They are bound together by Hie ties nf a common

MRS. HUDSON TUTTXE.

TUTTLB.
I tiollof, and, in tin' highct and beet Mill* of (ho word, arc helpmeet* Id each

ollirr. Tlii'lr liouu* T# a contrc k>1 reformatory innnencw In S'orthem Ohio.

Thrlr inMtoroiu and cordial hu»i>4tallly artMufl untoundr^L
Mr. Tuttlo i> v i a jruung man, conpantllTvly, and only tho initial chapter

of hla l-ioyrajtiiv can In* written. 1 1 in hai twen a .trnt>i;<-' rduration. and 0410

of aprcial algninrancc to tliow wbo accept Sjitrltnalinni.

The writer of ttila Mocraphy haa qnoti^l tanrrlj from a akrlrli of Ihe IITe of

Mr Tnttlr 111 tho " World', nagni, lnlldeln, and Till nken," ami tit menu thai

the apace allotted in thia hlalory will not J unify a moro axtended one.

Man. Eam Ti tti.1. the nhjiKt of thl» ikotrh, waa tho daughter of John
Rood, Jr., anrl Jane A. Miller, (the waa born In Urareville, TrunihuU Co., Ohio,
in IKIO, on tbe farm where ber mother paaaed ber chlldhooil.

Her father was a native of Eaat Canaan, Conn., and came to Ohio In 1B3G.

Her mother waa a native of Ohio. She waa educated at tbe Weatem Kewrr*
Hetnlnary. at Karmtngtun, Ohio,—« Mathodiat inatituilon. She wa. reared in

that religion, laith.and waa a member of tbe rbitrrb In ber native town until

Ju*l prevloua to her marriage, whan aha withdrew ber connection wllb that
body, lutrlng eenhraced the doctrine, of ftpirilunlisli].

The public literary labor, of Mm, Ttitlla commenced in the caufe of her
new faith, but In later year* have widened and become more general, an the
vetvatllily of ber power, developed, and her dramatic work haa boon entirely

of a literary cluuwctar.
She (• the author of two volume, of poeoia, " lUnaaom. of onr Spring." an

early production, aa the tltlo Impliea, and " Oaielle,"1 a »tory of the BeUdlion,
]mbli»hed anonymooily. " Tbe Lyceum Golde," • book for the um> of t^iinday-

acbo4d« orgaiilieil after th* plan of Amlrew JackKin Dark, waa edited by ber.

and »he «u the principal contrilmtor. It waa a work of great merit, and
liaa been nnlteraally uralee'l by crttlre who comprehended tbe «y>trm Uught.
It bed a wide eale. The plataa of thli work were destroyed In the " Boaton
Are," but the demand for the book U auch that It will aoon bo republlahad.

Tile demand for a work of thta kind, for the nee of lyceuma, la, we are in funnel

,

about a. eupte a. the machinery for an ordinary Sumtay-achnol.
Mre. Tuttie |» deeply intereatod In children'. jm>grea.lvo lyceuma. nnd aay.

that a working organization of thli kind I* one of the moat cbamilng place*

fi*r ItHtructlon for both old anil young. With itaorclieatra, banner., marrlilng.
caliatbenica, recitation., diacuaalooa, and lecture*, II le never BioBotonoua, and
cannot fail to Intcreet aud instruct t)b* baa been a faithful and zealoru worker
in 1 1an field of labor, and aaya ah. haa received great benefit personally.

Mm. Tultle ie, perlutua, t>ett«r known to the general public In Ohio through
her eouge and her dramatic reading.. Her lyric compoeitiona have l<ecu eel

to inueic by eminent compoMra, among w In m are Janiea O. Clark, of New
York; Prof. Bailey, of Michigan; Felix Schilling, of Philadelphia; II. M.
lliggina, E T. Blackmrr, Mite Emily B. Tulmage, of Chicago; and Dr. E. L.

Perry, of Milan, Ohio. Among the mora popular ot thee composition* are
- My Loat Darling," " The Unaeen City," and " Beautiful Clarlbell."

^he haa rare poetic genlua, and la * ennetant contrilmtor to all the leading
reformatory Journal., and frequently to tbe aecular preee. She haa bad a
thorough education as an actrea* and dramatic reader, baring flniabed her course,

under the renowned P*of. T. F. Leonard, in Boetun. Crillca aay of her: "She
liaa no superior iu her rendition of ' The Maniac,' by I>wla; nor In the hemic
compositions of Macanlay, a. * Horatins at the Bridge,' and the tragic story of

'Virginia,' which she gives in Kuman dree*. Comic and serio-comic she renders
with equal credit, but she doe. not fully relUh them.
Her Intensely, morbidly, sympathetic tutture I*. undoubtedly, Ihe secret of

her versatility and complete adaptability to the characters she represent..

With Ihe nrceaaary study for preaentation, she so Completely enter* luto Hie

•object a* to become In spirit Ilia person 'he rcpreaenta.

pcalrable aa i. this quality, it is not without Its torture*,—In her case,*! loast,

for .he iuforma ns that It attends ber In every-day life a* well a» on the stage.

The suffering or abttas of either human lieingv or animal, is often the cause of
serious illneea, because of ber sympathy, which she cannot quiet or put away.
She is a sealous advocate of kindnens to auimale, aa all wbo bare ever shared
the hoapitadity of thia family well know.and she any* -he will never submit to

any abu*e of them on the Tut tie farm. No servant can remain with them who
will Ignore their needs and right.. It is a part of ber religion to regard tho
want* and need* of animals, and, aside from tbe real pleasure it gives, she saya
"It pay* well," With her own hands she often care* for the needs of her
dumb friends, and lakes solid pteaanre In their grateful friendship.

Her life Is one of continuous activity and usefulness. Her charities, like her
sympathies, are on a generous scale and her hospitalities are measured only by
her idiyeical strength. It wonld bo our pleasure to write a more extended
I ...graph y of thia cultivated and gifted lady if Ml spar* Would Justify.

Three bright and promising children crown the union of Mr. ami Bin. Tut-

tie,—Bote. Curl, and little Clare; and the mure aacrvd duties of mother are not
neglected by Mrs. Tultle, amid all ber literary mid domestic rare*.
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So far as testiug communism whs concerned, the

attempt was an utter failure. The drifting to this

Motion of so many individuals, who, to use their own

phrase, were "intensely individualized." and who re-

mained after the complete failure of their schemes,

has had an influence o « the character of the town.

They engaged in fruit growing, have multiplied the

email farms, and added to the prosperity and intel-

lectual life of the people. From the beginning their

honesty never was questioned, however mistaken

their ideas.

Johnson's Cyclopedia makes a strange blunder,

when it says that a flourishing community of Spiritu-

alists is located at Berlin Heights. It refers, of

course to the socialistic society, which *M not spirit-

ualistic in any sense of the word. Spiritualism does

not teach communism in any form, and some of the

most zealous opposcrs of the socialists were among

the spiritualists. It is true that some of the social-

ists claimed to be spiritualists, and others claimed to

believe in various church doctrines, and some were

at heists.

The Berlin people are noted for tolerance, but it

may be presumed that the socialists, with their

strange ideas, did uot always And their paths strewn

with roses, and the citizens still retain fresh in their

memories, how. when Francis Barry attempted to

mail a number of the obnoxious Age of Freedom,

twenty Berlin women siezed the mail-sack in which

he had brought it on his shoulder to the office, and

made a bonfire in the street. The following jour-

nals were successively started by the socialists and

ran brief careers: Social Revolutionist, conducted by

J. S. Patterson, 1857; Age of Freedom, commenced
in 1858, Frank and Cordelia Barry and 0. M. Over-

ton, editors: (food Time Coming, 1859, edited by J.

I'. Lesley and C. M. Overton; the Xeie Republic,

186*3, edited by Francis Barry; The Optimist, and

KiHgdom of Heaven, 1809, Thomas Cook, editor;

The Principin, or Personality, 18o"8, N. A. Brown,

editor; the XfW Campaign. 1871, C. M. Overton,

editor; The Toledo Sun, moved from Toledo to Ber-

lin Heights in 1875, by John A. Laut.

Besides these, two local newspapers were published

for some time: The Bulletin, by W. B. Harrison,

commenced in 1870: and the Inder, by F. J. Miles,

commenced iu 1*75.

In 1851, the Ark of Temperance was established in

Berlin, and perhaps nothing excited a greater and

more permanent influence over the morals and intel-

lectual culture of the people. The Smis of Temper-

ance excluded women, and hence failed. Mr. S. O.

Kellogg conceived the happy idea of establishing an

order wherein the sexes should be e<|Ual. The result

of his thinking was the ••Ark." of which the Wood

Templars is a faint imitation. The movement was a

great success. The organization at one time num-

bered over eight hundred members. The grand ark

began establishing subordinate arks, and had the mat-

ter been pushed there wa.« no reason why it had uot

I become a.s wide as the country. For many years the

ark at the Heights was maintained, and to the attrac-

tions of the impressive ritual was added not only

social, but a high order of intellectual life.

.SOLDIEBS OF BERLIS.

The following is a complete list of the soldiers who
are dead, furnished by Berlin in the defence of the

country, and from it something may be learned of the

sacrifice of life and money made in the holy cause of

liberty by this township:

Revolution—Orley Benschoter, Hieronomus Min-

gus. Aaron Van Benschoter.

War of 1812— Russell Ransom, Nathaniel Griffin,

Ephraim Hardy. Prosper Carey, George Whitney,

Joshua Phillips, P. T. Barber, Jacob Miugus, Na-

thaniel Burdue, H. Dunbar. T. Miller.

War of the Rebellion—Wm. Lowry, Sam. McGur-
kiu, Richard Mulleneaux, Curtis Mullenaux, Myron

Rico, George Burgess. L. L. Hardy. D. D. Stage, W.

A. Keith, Spafford Penny, J. Woodward, Osro J.

Lowell, J. Hall, J. Daniels, Elisha Jenkins, W.
Swartz, Diodot Ransom, George Johusou, S. Seeley,

C. A. Craves, E. Huffman, E. Hardy, Fred Huntley,

James Smith, P. K. Loomis, Geo. L. Fowler, Horace

Hill, John Laughlin. J. Smith, H. Smith, Darius

Smith. Charles Elwood, Henry Elwood. Aaron Hall,

Lucius Smith, Dan'l Weatherslow, Oliver Benschoter,

Frank Bemis, William Bellamy.

Biographical Sketches.

HON. ALMON RCGGLES.

Few, if auy, of the early pioneers of this country,

are more deserving a place in history, and none filled

more prominent and important positions, or had more

varied and interesting experiences, than did the subject

of this sketch. He came to this country from Dan-

bury. Connecticut, to survey the "Sufferer's Lands.*'

j

so-called, in 1805. His first surveys were made under

orders of his principal, and proved unsatisfactory to

the committee, and he was then chosen by the com-

!
mittee as chief, and the survey was made the second

! time, to the satisfaction of all concerned. In this

survey he called to his aid Judge Wright, of New
York, who had charge of one branch of the work. Iu

addition to his salary, lie was permitted to select one

mile square anv where on the lake shore, within the

limits of the Fire-lands, at one dollar per acre. He
selected the land.—a portion of which is now owned

by his only surviving son, Richard Rtiggles, on the

lake siiore. in the township of Berlin. The beautiful

grove, known as " Rugsrles" <iro\e." was spared by his

order, and is now a fit monument to his memory, and

in sight of which his ashes repo»e.
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He was an expert swimmer. When it became
necessary to cross a stream he could not ford, he
would tie his wardrobe into a.s small a bundle as pos-

sible, cross the stream with them. And return for his

compass.

His father was Ashbel Ruggles, a descendant of one
of three brothers who came from Scotland, but just

what year is not known. His mother was a Bostwick.

Almon was a twin. His brother Alfred died in infancy.

His father was in indigent c ircumstances when he

was a boy, aud he went to live with an uncle, who
was a Presbyterian deacon, and very parsimonious.

He refused to give young Ruggles an education, or to

even give him an opportunity to acquire one. He
obtained his first book by catching wood chucks,

tanning the skins, and braiding them into whip-lashes

for the market. As Providence helps the man who
helps himself, so this young man was prospered. Six

months was the sum of his sc hool days, yet ^ appli-

cation, he fitted himself for teaching, and taught in

an academy for BOOM time. The very obstacles to be

overcome, gave him that energy and strength of

character which ever after characterized his public

and private life. lie was a self-made man in the best

sense of the word. His own early struggles with

poverty, gave him active sympathies with the poor

pionee/s of this country. All regarded him as a

friend, and many of them depended on him for stip-

port in all emergencies. He had a -tore of general

merchandise, and trusted all those who could not pay.

It is said of him that he might have been very rich,

had he been disposed to grind the face of poverty.

He preferred to live more unselfishly, and merit the

confidence and respect of his fellows. He not only

encouraged the early settlers with material aid, but

with cheerful looks and kind words. He was always

jolly, and enjoyed fun, and all enjoyed his society.

He represented this senatorial district in the State

legislature in 1816-17-19, when the district consisted

of the counties of Ashtabula, Geauga, Portage,

Cuyahoga and Huron, and in 1820, when it consisted

of Cuyahoga and Huron. He was associate jndge for

several years, uudertheold constitution. His ability,

his integrity, his knowledge of the country and people,

eminently qualified him for the places he filled, and it

is said of him, that in all his public life, no official

misconduct stained his record, or cast a shadow on his

character. He was an earnest worker in the whig
party, and a personal friend of General Harrison.

He was twice married. His second wife was a wid-

ow, Mrs. Rhoda Buck nee Sprague. He has two
living children: Mrs. Dr. Phillips, of Berlin Heights,

and Richard, who married Miss Eleanor E. Post, of

Berliu. He lives on the homestead. Charles married

j

Miss Mary Douglass for his first wife, and Miss Julia

i

Mallory for his second. He was a member of uo

|

church, but was equally liberal with all, opening his

dwelling for meetings and for the entertainment of

the ministers. He was too large a man for wrong-

doing, and too liberal and kind to treat any with

incivility. Such a life never ends, so long as grate-

ful children and graudchildren walk in its echoes.

Such men can walk fearlessly and confidingly down
into the great future to meet whatever awaits them
there. He passed in to the "Beyond,".July IT, 1840,

in the sixty-ninth year of his age.

REV. PHINEAS BARKER BARBER

was born iu Greenwich, Washington county, New
York, June 22. 1793. At the age of nineteen, he en-

listed as a soldier in the war of 1812 with Captain

Cook, in the Xew York militia, and was honorably

discharged. The command of Captain Cook did effi-

cient service, aud suffered much. At the time of his

decease he was drawing a pension for service rendered

during that war.

Iu 1815. at the a<re of twenty-two, he purchased

his first farm in Lock. Cayuga county. New York.

June 3, 1819, he was united in marriage with Orpha
Morse, daughter of Judge Morse, of the samecountv,

I

by whom he hid seven children, five of whom are

living.

In 1830, he . ame to • >h o with hii family, and Ti-

tled in Berlin, where he lived until his decease. June
2C, 1836, his wife died, and. on the 20th of June,

1*37. In marrii .1 Roxann S. Heath, irhoiWM ivei bim.

He was converted to Christianity at thea^eof twentv-

three. and entered the ministry of the Methodist
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Episcopal Church, at the age of twenty-six, and from

that time until his death was a zealous worker in the

vineyard of the church.

His ministry commenced in Ohio, at a time when
lit' could stand in his own door and shoot deer and

other game, which he frequently did. In those days,

he traveled through the woods on foot to fill his ap-

pointments, and preached in churches, school houses

and private dwellings. He preached in nearly every

township in Erie and Huron counties, and had two

or more preaching places in each township.

To the fulfillment of his duties as a miuistcr, he

brought a cultured and cheerful mind, rare energy of

diameter, industry, economy and hospitality. His

liberality knew no bounds but an empty purse.

These traits of character were crowned with love for

(iod and humanity. His piety and courage, as well

as his faith and hope, are conspicuous at every stage

of his history. During the fifty-eight years of his

ministry, he never received a dollar for preaching,

and he supported his family by hard labor on his

farm. He was nnflagging in his energies and untiring

in his labor of love. No embassador of Jesus Christ

ever sounded forth his messages with more faithful-

ness or fervor.

His endurance was wonderful. He preached every

Sunday, aud his appointments were from five to

twenty miles apart. He also attended, ou an average,

three funerals each week, and uniformly suffered with

the sick headache after preaching. He pressed for-

ward, sowing the seed for future harvest, in obedi-

ence to what he conceived to be his duty. He planted

in the morning, and in the evening withheld not his

hand—exerting a wide influence.

It is said of him, that he married more couples and

administered spiritual consolation to more of the sick,

and preached more funeral sermons than any other

man who ever lived in his field of labor. He lived in

the affection and confidence of his people and neigh-

bors. He held various offices of trust, and, at one

time, lacked but ten votes of being elected representa-

tive of his county in the State legislature; and, on

one occasion, was nominated for State senator. He
improved and beautified his home with his own hands,

built his own house and barns, and assisted in build-

ing the old Berlin Chapel, in 1835, and various other

churches.

He was a Christian gentleman, never trifling, yet

always cheerful, and fond of relating pleasant anec-

dotes. He was a great reader, and had few equals as

such in the general literature of his time. His doc-

trinal habits and modes of thought followed him to

the end. The character of this war-worn pioneer was

one of the purest and brightest history records. In

short, his life presents an instance of self-sacrificing

devotion to his conviction of right and duty, of which

history has but few parallels. His long and useful

life was full of labor and adorned with' love.

On the 2d day of May, 1ST 7, at the age of eighty-

four, he escaped the thraldom of his earthly body,

and entered upon the spiritual inheritance provided

for all the redeemed.

RONANA S. BARBER

was born in March, 1810, in Kingwood, New Jersey,

on the Atlantic coast. Her father was Richard

Heath, light horseman. In those days of military

ambition, the New Jersey militia powdered their wigs

and presented a gay appearauce. She came to Gene-

seo, New York, in 1827, and to Florence, Ohio, in

1835. The family landed at Huron in November of

that year. There being no mode of conveyance in the

country at that time, they walked from Huron to

Florence, where they purchased a farm. June 27,

1837, she was united in marriage to Rev. Phineas B.

Barber, with whom she lived until his decease, a

period of forty years, enduring the hardships of a

pioneer life, and doing double duty, while her hus-

band was from home, in the work of the ministry.

The wives and mothers who suffered the hardships of

pioneer life, who faced danger, want and suffering

with such unfaltering trust and christian fortitude,

will never, can never, be appreciated, not even by

grateful children, until they put on the glorious robe

of immortality, and their reward will not come until

they enter the glories of the upper sanctuary. Two
children were the fruit of this union. Carrie C. mar-

ried Newton Andress in 1803; lives at Berlin Heights.

Phineas B. deceased in 1869. Mrs. Barber resideH

with her daughter, Mrs. Andress.
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MARGARETTA.*

Ma hoa retta is the northwest township in the

county, and is bounded on the north by Sandusky
bay, on the east by Sandusky City, Perkins and Ox-

foid townships, on the south by Groton, and on the

west by Sandusky county and the hay. Range

twenty-four, township six.

PHYSICAL FEATURES.

The surface features of the township, as a whole,

may be called level, although some parts of it are

high land and some gently rolling. The west half of

the first section is rolling and thinly timbered, and is

what is generally kuown as "oak openings." with a clay,

sandy, or limestone soil, or some combination of these,

and saud, gravel and limestone ridges occasionally.

The northeast part was heavily timtared and level

having a muck soil with clay subsoil, very rich and pro-

ductive. The second section was heavily timbered

land, except the south part, which was oak openings

with a gradual descent to the north. The third section

is mostly prairie with some strips of timber. It used to

be called a marsh, but by making a channel for Cold

creek, buiding the railroad, and making several large

ditches through it, has made it good farming and

grazing land. The fourth section is "openings'* land,

except the northwest corner, which extends on to the

prairie. The "openings" were timbered with oak and

hickory, with occasionally a walnut, ash, elm and

basswood. The timbered land was covered with

white, black, yellow, swamp, pin and burr oak, black

walnut, hickory, black and white ash, elm, basswood

aud some chestnut, butternut aud maple. Limestone

ridges crop out in some places on the openings, so as

to make the laud difficult to cultivate, but, generally

speaking, the soil produces a good quantity and a

very superior quality of wheat, oats ami potatoes,

with average corn, clover and timothy, while the

heavily timbered laud is superior for grass, corn,

wheat, when under-drained, and other heavy crops.

There is a fraction of land along Sandusky bay. from

one to two miles wide, that is north of Saudusky

county, which belongs to Margaretta, and forms the

northwest part of the township. The east half is

timbered, tin- west half prairie and marsh: when the

lake is high a portion of it is overflowed with water:

when not under water, it produce.- a coarse grass of

but little value.

There is a small stream called Pike creek (from the

pike fish which are found in it in early spring floods),

which enters the township near the southwest corner

of section one. ami runs in a northeasterly course

By Her Hiram Smith ami Ihe late Harvey Fowler. Kevl.e.1 hv R
F Fowler.

through this section and into Perkins township,

emptying into Sandusky bay, about a mile west of

the city, and this is known as Mill's creek. Quite a

large area of territory is drained by this stream,

which, in time of high water, afforded sufficient

power to run a couple of saw mills, in an early day,

one of which has beeu but recently torn down. There
are two smaller streams which rise iu the northern

part of section three and empty into Sandusky bay.

Their waters are strongly impregnated with some
mineral, generally supposed to be sulphur.

The most important stream in the township is Cold

Creek (so called from the fact of its water being cold ).

having its source a little west of the center of the

township, runs about forty rods iu a southwesterly

course, then turns north, aud empties into Sandusky
Bay. Its whole length in a straight line would be

about three miles. In its natural channel it run

through a piece of flat land or prairie heretofore

mentioned, converting several hundred acres into a

quagmire and muskrat garden. It now runs uearh

its whole length through an artificial channel or mill

race, and afford? sufficient power to run two grist

mills of four, and one of six run of stone. Cold

creek rises north of the ridge, boiling up from a great

depth in a large volume evidently from crevices in

the limestone rock. About a half mile north of the

head of this stream, formerly there was a small, nar-

row stream (which one could step over without any
effort), that came up iu the form of a spring after

the erection of the first mills at the head of Cold

creek. By raising the water at its fountain head, this

small streum was greatly enlarged, and excavated for

itself a basin forty feet in diameter, aud what, seems

most unaccountable, exposed to view large trees in u

prostrate position at the bottom of its bed. How
these trees came there in that position we leave for

savants to answer. As the waters of this stream

(which now assumed the name of Little Cold creek)

increased those of Cold creek proper, decreased,

which led irresistibly to the conclusion, that there

was a subterranean connection between the two, so

that in order to secure sufficient water for the mill on

Cold creek proper, this stream was dammed up to

bring their waters to a level. Afterwards it was

deemed advisable to connect the two springs by a

channel so as to bring the water from this spring to

the mill, but w hen done, the water ran the wrong way,

and the larger stream emptied into the smaller instead

of the smaller into the larger, as was intended, w hich

necessitated building the mill where it now is at the

lower Spring, making one stream of the rw.i. The
waters of these springs are strongly impregnated

(4 H»|
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wit li mineral substances, and whenever the water

drips on to anything, it is quickly coated over with ft

substance which becomes hard as. and assume* the

character of. limestone in all manner of singular and

grotesque shapes and forms which are much prized as

curiosities.

A spring called Rockwell spring, similar to Cold

creek, but much smaller, rises in the northwest corner

of section four, near the base of a limestone bluff, and

runs in a westerly direction and empties into Pickerel

creek, in Sandnsky county. It affords sufficient

power for a flouring mill with two run of stone. The
water, to an ordinary observer, is precisely like that

of Cold creek.

Margaretta belongs to the same limestone forma-

tion as Sandusky. Kelley's Island, and Marblehead;

the whole of it is underlaid with the rock, and it

crops out in many places in the southern part of the

township. A soft limestone is found in several places

in section one. which, when burned, made a superior

quality of lime, and formerly, when wood was plenty,

was burned in large quantities for home consumption,

and sent to the counties south of here quite exten-

sively.

TROUT RAISIXU.

In the fall of 18?0, Mr. John Hoyt. proprietor of

the Castalia paper mills (sinced burned), procured a

couple of thousand eggs of the brook or speckled

trout, made hatching troughs, and thoroughly tested

the practicability of raising trout in Cold creek, and

was entirely successful in his venture. The following

war he went into the business more largely, and as a

result, from one end to the other the stream is now
well stocked with line trout. Some salmon have been

put in by the State, but very few of them have been

seen. The Castalia Sporting flub, a company of gen-

tlemen from Cleveland, have leased the fishing privi-

leges of the lower end of the stream, from Mr. R.

Heywood, so far as he controls it. The State built a

fish hatchery house, but were unsuccessful, from some

cause unknown to the author. The upper portion of

the stream, including the two ponds, has been leased

for twenty years by some of the citizens of Marga-

retta and the adjacent townships, and some from

Sandusky, who have incorporated a stock company
to protect and propagate trout to stock this ami other

streams in this locality. The name of the organiza-

tion is the "Cold Creek Trout Club."

ORIGINAL OWNERS.

For explanation of the following table the reader

is referred to the history of Lyme township:

MAKOARETTA, TOWN" SUMMER SIX, RANfiE TWENTY-
FOUR.

Classification So. 1.

(hriijinal Granite*. Am tLom. Cla*tijicdby

e «, d.
I»aac Scudder 881 1* 0

Job Bertram
johnr

!»7<1 7 5
72 fi 0

Ami ClatMd.

« » d.

Lookwood
k!

Jewish Wentworth 1M Id
Naihl Stivel 33 li

d
o

I

Jesup Wakeman *
EbenVr Jesup. Jr. 2 1J

Natnl Raymond, Jr. •

Saml MMdlebrook 31

d.

a

8 »

Je»up Wakeruan*
EWi'rJe«ip,Jr.3*» IS 0

" '..78 7 5
His heirs .. 7 OH

Footing of No. I, £1,344

Original Qrantte*. . 1 >«'f Lou.
e «- <<-

I

Hezekiah Hanford 338 :i 8

James Fllcb, Jr. 343 8 6
Iw»i»h Marvin 158 1U 0
Col. Stephen St John 713 'i

Asa Hoyt
Ebenezer Loekwoo-.

3*1 17

.11 *2 1

1*1 innrr'TTirr No. 2, sicnox s

Ctatrifitd by. Am't Claued
£ t. d

Ebenezer Jesup, Jr.,
K.lward Jesup a
Jesup Wakeman 328 3

Sit 8
MO 0
MB H

" 881 17

48 4

I

Footing of So. 2. £1.3+4

Original (trantre* An»"f La**.

£ $. ti.

Ebenexer Loekwood 83 a
Thomas Fitch 387 14
Thos. Fitch's heirs 415 1

Hannab Filcb'« h'm Ml a f

Stephen a Hooker
St. J»bn ;si 1 •

John Rich n a 0
Joseph Beers n IT •
Widow Eunice More-
house rj) 7 0

Ommsn Morehouse a 11 s
Solomon Stui-Kei. 31V 'l 8

i
Jot. Stuntes' heirs XSil ii a
Ebenezer Bullcley 3

John Hlcklln 30 K 'A

Daniel Jennings 33 9 1

Je*sw Morehouse 11 >. --'

Hannab Morehouse 33 IS -

J'Wfpb Wakeman 4 0 0
Francis Bradley 3d 2 10 6

Cornellin Stratten 1 5 3

William Thorp s 0 11

Ruth Burr a 19 a
Hezekiah Sturges 584 8 3
David Jennings K W 10

House of Peter Bulk
ley a Jos. Sturges 91 1) 0

Ebenexer Morehouse 83 8 8

Jeremiah Jennings KM ta 11

Francis Forgue 151 M 0

Olasmticatios No. 8, Section 8.

claMified by. Am't etajM-d.

Tills whole class I* 33
classified by Jesup 77
Wakeman. Ebene- SI
zer Jesup, Jr.. an>l 10
Edward Jesup. say
Jesup Wakeman 4
on* half a the oth- <1
er half by Eben'i'r 11

Jesup. Jr., and Ed-
ward Jesup. 88

SO
aa
is

33
«
a
i

s
i

IB
IS

•1
83
11M

».

17
10
1*
M

S
l

7

'J
J

7
I
•
6

18

0
10
5

0

19
IS

11

0
a

0
•OH

'i

a
a
a

a
i

8

I
0
6

4
W

0
:i

11

Footing of Classification So S £1.344

Classi ficatiom So 4, Srcnos 4

Original Granite*. Am I Lot*.

Abigail Wrnkoop 59
Hezekiah Sturges 5S3

Andrew Wakeman "JOT

Isaac Jennings 381

Ebenezer Rartrain 144

: l

s

1

1

1
HI

8

f:la**ified by.

Jesup Wakeman

William Dimon

.4m f

«
38
lis
307
2*1
74

t.

19
fl

14
1

17
a

d.

5

I"
4
*H
I

Footing of Clssiflcation No. 4. £1.S44 7 0

In 1811, Messrs. Jesup and Wakeman sold, by

contract, the township to Major Frederick Falley at

seventy-rive cents per acre. Major Falley sold several

farms, and introduced many settlers while the town-

ship was in his possession, but failing to raise the pur-

chase money, he surrendered it to the proprietors in

1820. They appointed the late Hon. Jabez Wright

their agent, and he sold several farms. About 182?,

Ebenezer Jesup became sole proprietor of the town-

ship, and his son, Ebenezer Jesup, Jr., resided there

from 1829 to July, 1831, and in connection with

Judge Wright sold about seven thousand acres of land

to settlers at from three to five dollars per acre. On
the 25th of July, 1831, the remainder, thirteen thou-

sand acres, was sold to R. H. Heywood and the late

John (i. Camp, at one dollar per acre. At this time

there was but a small portion of the township under

cultivation. It was generally supposed that the oak

openings were worthless, and the land between that
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and the bay too wet for cultivation. A few opening

lots had been sold the year before by Mr. Jesup and

small improvements begun, but Calvin Smith, who
know their value as wheat land, bought two lots at

two and a half dollars per acre, put in a large crop of

wheat, and the result was surprising to many, and
gave the land value, with the exception of a few hun-
dred acres of prairie used for grazing. The land is,

|

at this writing, 1879, all iu the hands of farmers, and
under a high state of cultivation, much of it beiuff

owned by small farmers, who are mostly Germans.

KA H K.

Margaretta was first called Patterson, on the map
issued by the Fire-lands Company, soon after their

lands were surveyed. It was so named for Hugh
Patterson, a British Iudiau trader, who talked of

purchasing the township. Rev. Joseph Badger, a

pioneer missionary of the Western Reserve, who
labored among the Wyandot Indians most of the

|

time from 180.3 to 1810, speaks of him as exerting a i

most pernicious influence in trying to prejudice them
against the United States government and the mis-

sionary, by telling them falsehoods, and trying to

persuade them to join the British against the United

States. He says: "On the 28th of July, 1805. the

head chief, Crane, sent for me. to write for him.

After we had taken supper, one of the women made a

candle of beeswax, and I sealed myself on the floor,

beside a bench, and wrote as dictated by the old chief,

through an interpreter. He addressed the governor

at Detroit, giving an account of one Williams, and

requested that Williams,. and Hugh Patterson, and '

one other person, be removed from among them
without delay, us they were constantly contriving mis-

j

chief, and troubling his people."

At a meeting of some of the early settlers of the

Fire-lauds, at Huron, on the 4th of July, 1812, after

contemplating the glorious union, and the stirring

events of the American revolution, they resolved,

unanimously, that it was wrong for a township on the

Fire-lands to bear the name of so vile a man as Pat- I

terson, and it was referred to Major Frederick Falley !

(who held a contract of purchase for the township at
j

that time) to find another name. He replied that

his mother, his sister, and several neices were named
Margaret, and that the name of the township should

be Margaretta, and it was accordingly so named.

I-VDIAXS.

We do not know of there having been any Indian

village or settlement, to any great extent of recent

date, iii -hi- township, but we have seen corn hills

which would indicate that somo of the laud here was

cultivated by them, and the mounds and forts indi-

cate that at some period Margaretta was largely pop-

ulated by Indian-. Mr. Dau Putnam, of Iowa, in-

forms us that Major Falley told him that there were

forty pack horses cut off by the Indians at the spring,

one mile northeast of the head of Cold creek, and that

I ERIE COUNTIES, OHIO.

the horses belouged to some men who came there to

trade: but he does not state at what time nor give any

particulars.

Upsn Hull's surrender in August, 1812. the people

all left the township, some going south, others east.

William Andrews was preparing a field of one hun-

dred acres for wheat, just east of the burying ground,

at the time, and left it. but some of them returned in

time to put iu forty acres of it. Mr. Pollock says

they harrowed in the wheat carrying their guns on

their backs.

Some time in May, 1813, sixteen Indians, iu three

birch bark canoes, landed at Pickerel creek, some ten

or more miles west of Cold creek, headed by the

chief, Pontine, on a war excursion. They looked

about the settlement until the second day of June,

when a favorable opportunity presented itself for the

accomplishment of their purpose. There were at

this time but three families and two young men, who
kept bachelors' home, in town, numbering tweuly-

nine, men, women and children all told. There wore

three houses at Cold creek at the time: Mr. Snow'.-,

a little below the head of the creek, on the right bauk:

Mr. Butler's, on the opjiosite side of the stream,

twelve rods or so east: Mr. Putnam lived one-half

mile down the creek on the prairie near where the C.

S. & C. railroad crosses the creek. On the day men-
tioned all the men were at work in different places,

remote from any house and from each other. Dan
Putnam and Horace Markham were plowing east of

where the burying ground now is. Mr. Uriel Put-

nam and his two sons, Uriel ami Ira, and Mr. Snow
and his two sons. Alanson and Heury, were planting

corn one mile and a half south of the place last men-
tioned. Richard Fowler, Samuel Markham and Win.

Pollock were planting corn one mile northeast of Cold

creek (now Castalia), and Henry Grass, an apprentice

to the tanner trade, was at work near the present res-

idence of Dr. Luce, a little north and west of the

head of the creek. While the men were thus em-
ployed, aud in no position for defence, the women
and children, twelve in number, were assembled at

the house of Mr. Snow. About four o'clock iu the

afternoon, says Mrs. Putnam, the first she saw was

the house full of Indians, one of whom seized her by

the hair and led her out of the door, while another in

like manner seized Mrs. Butler. Mrs. Snow, who
was confined to her bed by illness, aud near to ac-

cotichment, was pulled out of the house in the same

rough manner as the others. They were then asked

if they would go, and they replied that they would.

Mrs. Putnam says: " I was then satisfied that they

would not kill any one who could travel." Three

Indians then came in with Henry Grass, taken while

at work as stated before. His account was that the

first he knew he was in the hand? of three Indian-.

The children were at play out of door-, and when

they saw the Indians they tried to secrete themselves,

but were soon driven from their hiding places and

drove off with their mothers. They took their pn--
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ouers down the creek, perhaps forty rods, and crossed

ou a mill datu. Immediately after crowing the creek

two boys, Charles Butler and Robert Snow, about two

years old and the youngest of the families, were killed

aad scalped, their bodies stripped of clothing and

thrown into a bunch of hazel bushes at the foot of a

black oak tree. A few rods farther ou Julia Butler,

four years old, was killed. From there they took a

southwesterly course, and came out near what is

known as the Moorecraft place, where they killed Mrs.

Snow on account of her inability to travel. Smith

Butler was also killed, but his body was not found

until the next fall, and we have not learued the ex-

act spot nor his age, but he must have been ten or

more years old. The Indiaus designed to keep him a

captive, but he tried to escape from them and wa* so

turbulent that they killed and scalped him.

The party that pursued them, the next day knew

that young Butler was killed, for they found his pan-

taloons, which had been handled with bloody fingers.

We will now go back to the house from which the

captives were driven. After the women had been

taken out, a few Indians collected all the clothing and

other property, including a side-saddle, emptying the

beds ou the floor for the sake of the ticks, and broke

the crockery on the floor. They took all they could

carry, compelling Henry Grass to carrv a pack load,

and left for their canoes at Pickerel creek. Meantime

at the house of Mr. Putnam, a half a mile down Cold

creek, were Mary Putnam, aged twelve years; Ezra

Putnam, ten; Frank Putnam, eight: and George

Butler, eight. About an hour after the attack they

came up to Snow's house, saw the situution of things

and went immediately to the field where Dan Mark-

ham and Horace Putnam were at work, and told them

that the Indians had been at Snow's house, plundered

it, and taken all the inmates captive. Markham went

with the children to the place where Mr. Putnam and

Snow were at work with their sons, while Putnam
hunted up Fowler. Pollock and Sam Markham. Both

parties repaired immediately to the plundered house,

aud saw the ruins. It being about sunset they imme-

diately went to Pipe creek, the nearest settlement, five

miles southeast, and gathered all the available force

to pursue the Indiaus the next dav. In the morning

the party having been increased by Captain Seth Har-

rington, Capt. Sun Magill. James and John McCord.

aud three or four more, proceeded forthwith to follow

the trail and found the bodies of the murdered oues

as above described. After passing the high bluff near

the line of Sandusky county, and getting into the

woods they took a northerly course and came out on

the Hay shore, near the mouth of Pickerel. There

they found that the Indians had put their booty and

captives aboard their canoes aud taken to the water,

so that they could do nothing more in pursuit, and

returned to perform the painful duty of burying their

slaughtered friends. The bodies of the killed were

stripped of clothing, their heads broken in by the

tomahawk, and scalped.

The captives were hurriedly driven along, and those

who were not able, as had been said, were killed; they

were quietly taken one side by an Indian, and dis-

patched, so that the survivors should not be witnesses

! of the scene. At Pickerel, after they had. put their

i

plunder and captives aboard, they crossed the bay to

! a point which is a mile aud three-quarters from Port-

age river or one of its branches. Here the whole

party disembarked, the canoes unloaded and carried

overland to Portage river. It took six Indiaus to

carry the three cauoes, and ten were employed in

driving the captives, and carrying the plunder. This,

says Mrs. Putnam, was the hardest part of the captiv-

I ity, for she was obliged to run aud carry her boy.

This was about daybreak on the third of June. The
names of the captives were Mrs. Mary Putnam, aged

fifty years; Mrs. Butler, thirty; Henry Grass, eighteen;

Hannah Page, fourteen: Electa Snow, fifteen; Laura,

ten; Willard Snow, six; Orlin Putnam, four. The
last named, the youngest, would, doubtless, have been

killed had it not been for the resolution of his mother

in keeping him with her, aud the assistance rendered

by Grass in helping to carry him. Ou the arrival of

the party at Portage river, the canoes were launched,

and they went down the river to the lake, and up the

lake some distance where they landed, aud the Indians

cooked food, aud ate, offering some to their captives,

which was refused. They also stretched the scalps

taken, on wooden hoops, and hung them in the sun

to dry. remaining there over night. In the morning

they took to their crafts, and went to Maiden, and

from there to Detroit where the captives were deliverd

up to the British Iudian agent by the name of Iron-

side. They suffered uo violenee from their captors,

except to travel much faster than was comfortable.

After leaving their homes, they were three days on

their way to Detroit, and during that time, took no

food. They were asked by the agent how they fared,

and whether they had been given auything to eat;

they replied that they had eaten nothing, though

food had been offered to them: "Ah," said he, "if

you had been with them a month, you would eat with

them; you have not been long enough with them."

After their arrival at Detroit, they fared well, and

staid there until General Harrison moved his army on

to Maiden in the fall, which opened communication

with Detroit, and then Snow, Putnam and Butler

went after them, and all the captives returned safely,

except Henry Grass, who being a Canadian, went to

his father's home in Canada. The friends of the

prisoners frequently heard of them by deserters who
left Detroit, but they could not communicate any

thing to them, as Detroit was in the hands of the

British.

In the spring of 1810. John Ward, of Margan-tta,

and George Bishop, of Danbury, were trapping in

Daubury, in the vicinity of the two harbors. They
had collected a few skins, ami lay down, in then-

temporary hut. for the night. Three straggling

Ottawa Indians, to obtain their little pittance of furs,
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laid their plans to kill the trappers. After complet-

ing their arrangements, the two oldest, Xe-go-sheek

and Xe-gon-a-ba, armed with clubs, singled out each

his victim, and with a well directed blow upon the

head they, despatched their innocent victims. They
then forced their younger companion, Ne-ga-sow, to

beat the bodies with a club (as he had been merely a

spectator to the tragedy), that he might think that

he was participator in the crime, and so refrain from

exposing them. With the assistance of some other

Indiaus, they were arrested in a few days. The two

murderers were convicted, and hung at Xorwalk,

June, 1819. The youngest was acquitted. Ward
left a widow to mourn his untimely fate. Bishop

was a single man.

SECTLBUKKT.

Docartus P. Suow, a native of Vermont, we think,

came from the State of Xew York, to Margaretta, in

the spring of 1810. He felled the first tree and built

the first log house, settling on lot in the third

section. It is said (we suppose it is true) that the

proprietor of the township donated to him one

hundred acres of laud, in consideration of his build-

ing a grist mill, on Cold creek, in those early days.

He died in 1829. His widow (being his second wife)

married Philip S. Cowell, and still resides on the lot

which Mr. Snow took up. Four of his children are

dead, namely: nenry, Alanson, Electa and Laura,

Where his other two sons reside I do not know.

Uziel Putnam came into the township in 1810 or

1811, from the State of Xew York. He lived on Cold

creek, below Mr. Snow's. After the return of his

wife from captivity, he lived on lot number twenty-

three, section one. About two years afterward he

bought fifty acres of land on the east side of Cold

creek, where he lived several years. In 1821, he

moved to Sandusky county, and was killed by being

thrown from a sleigh, in 1822. His wife survived

him but a year or two. His sons now live in the

western States. Horace and Samuel Mark hum came
here with Mr. Putnam, and afterward, with their

father, settled in Groton township.

Thomas Lord came to Margaretta from Conneaut,

Pennsylvania, in l8lo. built a log house on lot twenty-

three, first section, in 1811, and returned toCouueant

in 1812.

Israel Harrington bnilt a log house ou lot twenty-

three, tin-t section, in 1812, ami moved to Lower

Sandusky the next year. William Andrus built a

house on the south side of the head of Cold creek, in

1811. and began preparations for putting in one

hundred acre- of wheat, but he and his men were

driven off by the surrender of Hull, and he did not

return. Charles Butler came to Margaretta in 1811

or '12. located on the bank of Cold creek, near the

head of the Venice mill-race, and moved to the head

of the creek in the spring of 1813. Richard Fowler

lived, temporarily, in Margaretta in 1813. He came

from Massachusetts, and returned there. Charles

Wilson, a carpenter, was here in 1811. From whence
' he came, how long he stayed, or where he weut,

j
we cannot learn. William Pollock was here in 1811,

'12 and '13. The three last were unmarried. In

I

1814, Mr. Fitch built a house east of the head of Cold

creek, and commenced the dairy business with one

hundred cows, but did [not succeed well. He had

sickness in his family, aud lost a little girl. He left

the same year, and it was understood that he was from

eastern Ohio.

James Yanness, from the State of Xew York, settled

on lot one. section one, in 1814, and lived there until

about 1830, when he left, aud died in Fremont about

1849.

Ebenezer Ilartwell came to Margaretta from Can-

ada, June, 1815; settled on lot seven, section one. He
died about 1850. His sons, Richard, John, and Hen-

ry, now reside in Iowa. Two of his daughters, the

wife of Hiram Barnes and the widow of Stephen Rog-

ers, now reside in the township. One of his daugh-

ters, the wife of Isaac Smith, lives in Indiana

Abram Townsend came here from Canada in 1816;

settled on lot fifteen, section one. He sold to James
Duncan, aud moved to Townsend, Sandusky county,

in 1818.

Andrus Parker came to this township from Con-

neaut, Pennsylvania, in the spring of 1815, aud lived

on the bank of Cold creek at the head of the Venice

mill race one year. He then moved to lot sixteen,

section two, and returned to Pennsylvania in 1828.

His son Klihu now resides on lot twenty, first section.

His other sons, Andrus, Washington, and Greene,

have gone west.

Philip Sutton settled on the northwest corner lot

of the township, and moved from there about 1821.

Peter Dunham settled on lot two, section two, in

, 1810, and died in 1830. Two men, named Shipy and

Spencer, were early settlers in that vicinity. Jonas

Lewis, same place, from 1817 to '22. Eli Hunt and

John Hugh settled near the saw mill west of Venice.

Thomas Morris located on lot thirty, first section, in

1816, and left for Indiana in 1823. Dougal Campbell

located on lot thirteen, first section, in 1810, and died

in lS52;some of his children still reside here. L. F.

Allen, now a resident of Black Rock, Ne>v York, re-

sided in Margaretta from March, 1818, to 1822. Har-

vey Fowler settled on lot twenty-four iu section one,

in the fall of 1818, and resided there until his death,

February 18, 1875. Ira Barnes came here in 1818;

located iu the northwest part of the township. Henry
Cole came here in 1815, and died in 1830. Thomas
McColough came iu 1817, and died in 1890. A. M.

Porter came in 1817, and died in Sandusky. Samuel
Walker sett led on lot seven, second section, in 1810,

ami died in 1831. Pliny Brown located on lot seven

in sec tion two. and lived there all his life: he died in

December. I8»;ti. His wife died three or four years

after. George R. Crittenden came here from Detroit

in 1814, ami left for the west part of Michigan m
,

1828. Mr. Curdy located on lots twenty-two and six-
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teeu, first section, in 1818, and James Duncan on lot

fifteen, same section, at the same time. They both

left for Indiana about 1821.

Richard Falley located on lot twenty, section two,

in 1818, and died there in 1835. A young man by

the name of Coolige came here in 1816 and died in

1817. John Cowell located in the northwestern part

of the township in 1818, and lived there until his

death, iu the summer of 1871. Philip S. C'owell

came about 1820, and located at Castalia. and lived

there- until his death, in 186 (J. Major Frederick

Falley erected a frame for a house and raised a large

barn in 1818, the first frame building built on farms

in the township. Both were standing until <|uite re-

cently.

Joshua Pettingill and his son Samuel came here

about 1816, and about half a mile below Mr. Snow's,

on Cold creek. They were natives of Vermont, and

lived on the Cove east of Sandusky during the war of

1812. Both died in Townsond, Sandusky county,

several years since.

Of these first settlers, the following took part in

the Revolutionary War and 1812: Major Frederick

Falley. when hut eleven years old, accompanied his

father as fifer in the company of which his father was

captain, and was in the battle of Bunker Hill. After

General Washington came into the command of the

armv. he returned home with his father, who was em-

ployed by the government in the manufacture of fire-

arms during the war. He died in Margaretta, July

3, 1828, aged sixty-four.

Samuel Drew, a Revolutionary soldier, came to

Margaretta about 1820, and resided here several years.

He was a pensioner and died some years since. Cap-

tain Andrus Parker was in the army at the lakiug of

Burgoync.

Thomas Caswell served in the war of 1812, on the

frontier, in the State of New York, and died here in

1853.

Henry Jones served one campaign in the State of

New York, and died here a few years ago.

John L. Wilner, who was an early resident here,

was in the army at Fort Meigs in the war of 1812.

Elihu Parker served eighteen mouth* at the close

of the war of 1812. He still resides here.

FlitST EVENTS.

Robert Snow, son of D. P. Miow, was doubtless the

first white child born in Margaretta. He was born

in 1811. Charles Butler was born the same year, but

whether here or in Canada we cannot say.

The first marriage in the township was that of

Charles Butler and Clarissa, daughter of Capt. An-

drus Parker. The ceremony was performed by Wil-

li \m Richey, Etq., of Grotou township, iu the spring

of 1816. The second marriage was that of Dau Put-

nam and Louisa Ensign, of Groton, at which cere-

mony the same justice officiated.

The first deaths were those murdered by the Indi-

ans, June 2, 1813, a particular account of which has

been given. The second death was that of Mrs.

Butler who never recovered from the effects of her

captivity by the Indians. We do not know whether

or not there were any religious services at these

burials.

The first house was built of logs at the head of Cold

creek, section three, by D. P. Snow, in 1810.

The first stone building was built by Thomas S.

Thomas, near the head of Cold creek, about 1822,

and is now, 1870. occupied by V. Palmer. It was a

: small dwelling house.

A weekly mail route, from Sandusky City to Lower

Sandusky," was established iu 1825. The mail was

carried on horse back, by Cyrus W. Marsh, and Sam
B. Carpenter was the first postmaster in Margaretta.

Carpenter was succeeded by Elisha A. Hubbard (now

of Newport Center, Johnson county, Iowa,) in 1827.

He held the office until 1842, and was followed by

Daniel P. Russel. The name of the first post office

established was Margaretta, and was changed to Cas-

talia, in 1842. In 1810, Cleveland was the nearest

post office. In 1811, one was established at Blooiniug-

ville, Oxford township, which was the nearest one

until 1825. T. C. Adams is the preseut incumbent,

May, 1879.

In 1811, Maj. Fred. Falley. (who had been trading

for five years at different points on the Reserve), got

his effects together at Cold creek, and started the

first store iu Margaretta, trading principally with the

Indians. He soou after went into the service of the

government as a contractor to furnish supplies for the

army. Iu 1816 and 1817 the village of Venice was

built on the Bay shore, at the mouth of Cold creek,

and several stores were established. About 1824,

Chapman & Amsden, of Bellevue, opened a small

store at Cold creek, and operated for a year or two.

In 1834, Burr Higgins commenced trading here, and

continued until 1855, when he sold out to Samuel

Ainslie, who brought in a good stock and did a re-

spectable business.

Iu 1839, Davidson, Hadley & Company opened a

small store at Cold Creek, and did business about a

year. Russell A Burton, n. aud F. Vandercook,

Cleveland & Rice, Robert Whitney, Harley Long,

J. W. Barnum, William Bardshar, W. C. Baker,

William Grove, and others, too uumerous to meutiou,

]
have done business at Cold Creek.

Numerous drinking saloons have been doing a

!
thriving business from an early day, of which our

;

graveyard has made a record.

Very little mouey was iu circulation in the early

settlement of the country. Skins and furs were the

principal articles of exchange. The community here,

as well as elsewhere, suffered by the worthless banks

chartered by the State after the war, aud the large

amount of shinplasfers (shilling bills) issued by irre-

sponsible parties. Change was made by cutting a

dollar into ten shilling pieces, to some extent. From
1812 to '15, the people iu this section of the country

had no saw or grist mill, and the meal had to be marie
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by pounding the com in mortars, or grating it. They

had a hund shell mill at Cold Creek, which was used

in General Wayne's army for grinding com. From
1821 to '26, the inhabitants suffered for want of a

market for their produce. Grain would not buy goods

at any price, so that it was with the greatest difficulty

that the settlers could clothe their families. Deer

skins were used for men and boys, and he that had a

whole suit of cloth was far in advance of the times.

Ladies then thought it no disgrace to spin wool and

flax, and home-made goods were the order of the day.

In 1821, Captain Andrus Parker put up twenty bar-

rels of pork and shipped it to Montreal, for which he

never received one dime. Moses Kimball, Esq., who
resided in Venice, in 1818, and was afterward, for

several years, auditor of Huron county, in 1821

invested one thousand dollars in pork and took it to

Montreal, and in five years afterward recovered one

hundred and thirty dollars, after paying an attorney

sixty of it for collection.

The emigration which commenced in 1825, and the

sale of the government lands to the southwest of us,

brought some money into the country, and made a

limited demand for the surplus produce, but until the

opeuing of the Erie canal, there was no regular cash

market. Goods were enormously high : coffee, forty

cents per pound ; a common wooden pail, one dollar

and a half, and shirting,-fifty cents per yard.

ORGANIZATION*.

Margaretta was organized with Danbury (north of

the bay), December. 1815. by Nathan Cummings,
Frederick Falley and Bildad Adams, commissioners of

Huron county. Danbury had a separate organization

two years after. The first election for township offi-
j

cers was held in December, 1815. at a, house occupied

by a man named Hughes, and situated one-half mile

above Venice on the north side of the race, but we
have no record of the officers elected then. The elec-

tion for justice of the peace was contested, set aside, !

and none was elected and qualified until 1817, when
J. Hughes was. We do not know the number of

votes cast at the election, nor any of the official acts

of the first magistrate. The following are some of

the early magistrates and the dates of their commis-
sions: M. Whitman, June 24, 181!»; Alex. M. Porter,

July 87, 1822; A. B. Youngs, August, 1822; Charles

Liodsley, May, 1823: Harvey Fowler, April. 1824;

Pitts Brown, May, 1825: Harvey Fowler, April, 184?J
Henry Cole, May, 1828; Joseph Wilson, February 7,

1830; Charles Lind-ley, March. I83n; Win. McCart-

ney, February, 1833: Hurley Long. January. 1833.

Present officers, 1879: Daniel Loverin and William

Jones, justices of the peace: L. Billings, W. H. Xeill

and Charles Heimlich, trustees; L M. Coughenour.
clerk: Henry Moore, treasurer: W. II. II. Shurrun,

assessor.

CHTRCHES.

We are unable tu say when or where the first reli-

gious meeting wa« held, or who preached the first

sermon. The first religious organization was a Meth-

odist class, on Muscash, in the northwest corner of

the township. In January, 1819, a Presbyterian

church was organized in Margaretta and Grotou by

Rev. John Seward, who had no stated ministry. Its

principal members soon removed from this vicinity,

and in a few years it became extinct. A small Bap-

tist society was organized in or about the year 1823.

Its members resided in Margaretta, Groton aud
Oxford. This was the only church which sustained

regular Sabbath worship in the township for several

years. It had preaching only a part of the time.

Deacon Richard Falley was the most prominent mem-
ber, and it was mainly through his persevering efforts

that the church was sustained through years of dark-

ness, shedding its moral influence upon all around.

After a few years its members became scattered, Dea-

con Falley 's health failed, and after his decease most

of the remaining members united with the Congrega-

tional Church, which was organized about the year

1835, by Rev. Hiram Smith, from Westfield, Massa-

chusetts. The first members were Mr. and Mrs. J.

Fowler, Mr. aud Mrs. Plinny Brown, Mrs. Amanda
Hubbard, Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Fowler. Revs. Brown,

Keep, Miller, senior and junior, were among those

who first preached to this society, but the Rev. Hiram
Smith was with them a good portion of the time up
to 1805, and his influence was widely felt, for he had

the respect aud love of all, without regard to sect or

class. He was ever ready to share their joys aud sor-

rows, aud by his self-sacrificing spirit endeared him-

self to every one. A pure and conscientious chris-

tian, his everyday life consistent with his calliug, he

will never be forgotten by any who knew him. He
has retired from the ministry, and now resides in

Hillsdale. Michigan. This society occupied the stone

chapel for quite a time and afterwards their present

church, both of them located in Castalia.

Rev. W. S. Sprague is the present pastor. About

1850, two years after the building of the present Con-

gregational church, the Methodists built a frame

church at Castalia, which flourished for a short time,

but run down gradually and no regular services

were held after 1800. Recently it has been sold and

converted to other uses.

CASTA LI A IXIVERSAUsT CHURCH.

This society was organized by the Hev. George R.

Bcown. October 12, 1802, with the following mem-
bers: Mrs. Thomas Caswell, Mrs. B. U. Rogers, Mrs.

J. D. McKim, Mrs. E. D. Graves, Mrs. George

White. Mrs. Elizabeth White, Mrs. Ann Grave*, Mrs.

Stephen Rogers. I>auiel Rice, Leonard Drake, Stephen

Rogers, R. II. Rogers, Mrs. Daniel Rice. Mr. and
Mrs. Daniel McDougal. The following officers were

chosen: D. McDougal. S. Rogers and D. Rice, trus-

tees; Mis. (ieorge White, treasurer: R. H. Rogers,

clerk. In !8»;7. the society erected a neat and com-

m »dioiis church building, on land donated by Wil-

Oravcs. on lot thirty-one, section one. at a eost of
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four thousand two hundred dollars, and was ded-

icated February 2, at which time sufficient

fund* were raised to clear the church of debt. Mr.

Brown was pastor at this time and for «everal years

afterward, and was their pastor at the time of his

death, some veal's siuce. B. F. Eaton was the pastor

in 1878.

CIIIROH OF Ol'K REDEEMER, AT VENK t.
*

The first permanent organization of a parish, was an

election of wardens and vestrymen in June, 1 800. At
a meeting of the vestry. July 5, 1800, the Rev.

Charles Ogdeu was invited and accepted a call to tnke
,

charge of the parish. On the 17th day of July, ISM,
round was broken for the present stone edifice, and

t he corner stone laid by the Rev. Dr. Bronson, assisted

by the Rev. Charles Ogden, on the 21st day of August,

1800. The parish duly organized was incorporated

under the State laws, on the 13th day of October,

1800, and admitted in union with the diocese of Ohio.

The Church of Our Redeemer was consecrated, by

the Right Rev. Bishop Mcllvaine, June 3, 1807.

The church was erected by Russell H. Heywood, as a

memorial to the departed of his family, at a cost, in-

cluding the iron fence, of twelve thousand dollars,
i

which, with a glebe of fifteen acres, was deeded to the

wardens and vestry on the day of the consecration. !

On the 8th day of Jnly, 1807, the Rev. Charles

Ogden resigned his position as rector, and is now in

the diocese of Vermont. The Rev. George S. Chase

accepted a call to the rectorship of the parish Septem-

ber 27. 1807, and resigned, on account of his health,

November 15. 1808, and is now Warden of the theo-

ligical seminary at Fairabault. Minnesota. On the !

oth day of October. 1874, the Rev. George Bosley

accepted a call as rector, and on the 2'Jth day

<if July. 18*ii. resigned. He now has charge of a

parish at Bellefontaine. Ohio, The church has been

open for services on all Sundays since its erection,

either by clergymen or lay readers, until July. 1878.

There have been one hundred and sixty-four baptisms

Miice the organization of the church, and fifty-six

c mfirmed. several of whom have gone to their final

account, and many removed to other parishes.

SCHOOLS.

The first school house was built of logs, ou lot

twenty, second section, at the junction of the Venice

aud Cold creek roads, in the fall of 1818. by Captain

Andrus Parker and *i>me of his neighbors. The first

school was taught by Thomas MeCullough. at fifteen

dollars j>er month, in the winter of 181S-1J>, and he

was paid by those who patronized the school. There

were twenty-five scholars that winter. Schools were

Continued here only about two years. In the fall of

1821, Rev. Alvin Coe, who had previously collected a

number of Indian children at Greenfield ami given
;

them instruction in the English language, moved his

• Coiiirmml<-at<-<! by R It Hi-rw<ml
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school to Venice, because he could get a more suita-

ble building thwe, and he continued the school about

six months, teaching all the children in the ricinit]

that came to him for instruction.

In 1820, a log school house was built one hundred

rods south of the present school house in sub-district

number two. and a school was taught in it. generally

two terms in a year, until one was built on the present

site in 1835.

Some of the best district schools that have ever

been taught in the township were taught in those

days. The following are a few of the first teachers:

A. W. 0. Brion, of Maine: Jonathan Fuller, James

F. Wilson, and John W. Falley, the two latter since

quite successful physicians.

In districting the township under the first school

law. the first and second sections were made the first

district; the third and fourth the second: Venice the

third, and Muscash (the northwest corner of the

township), the fourth. There are now eleven sub-

districts and four fractional, in ten of which good,

substantial, commodious, and comfortable school

buildings have been built. In one fractional district,

the house is in Groton. (rood schools are now taught

nine months in the year. The enumeration in the

township in 1878 was eight hundred and seventeen;

the attendance five hundred and four. Attendance

at the high school, forty-eight. In May. 1872, the

voters of the township decided by ballot to establish

I central high school, and use the second story of the

school building in sub-district number eight (Cas-

talia) for that purpose. The bo ird of education had

built this large school building the vear before, which

is a credit to the township, and is universally ap-

proved of now. though it met with some opposition

at the time. Four-month sessions are held every

winter, which have proved of great benefit to the

young men and ladies of this place.

societies.

About the year 1832, a temperance society was or-

ganized. The meeting was addressed by Revs. E.

Conger and L. B. Gurlev, after which about fifteen

signed the pledge, and organized the first temperance
society in Margaretta. Since then, several other

temperance organizations have Ih-cii effected: one in

1851I, and two others since.

Much good has been done by the societies, for they

began with fifteen members, and now the majority of

tho people in the township are friends of temperance.

Margaretta Grange No. 48$, P. of H , was organized

January 30, 1873, with twenty-seven charter members.

The following were the first officers: W. W. Miller,

W. M.: E. D. Graves, O.; N. E. Prentice, L.; M. F.

Brown, S.; John White, A. S.: J. B. Witter, C; E.

D. White, treasurer; R. F. Fowler, secretary; S. H.

Rogers, G. K.; Mrs. E D. Graves, Ceres; Ellen

White, Pomona: Mrs. W. W. Miller, Flora; Mrs. L.

S. Graves, L. A. S. The Grange is still flourishing

with the following members as officers: J. B. Wit*
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ter, M.;G. Ray. 0.; K. Nelson Prentice, L.; J. C.

Rogers, S.; W. H. Neill, A. S.; Mrs. H. Weyraugb,

C.;0. Ransom, treasurer; J. Atwater, secretary; D.

Witter, G. K.

PHYSICIAN'S.

Dr. Hartshorn settled in Margaretta, at Venice, in

the year 1817, and died in Sandusky county some

years since. Dr. Samuel Carpenter settled in Castalia

in 1824, and was the second physician iu Margaretta.

He left the place, and died a few years ago, and his

body was brought here for interment. M. J. Mors-

man located at Castalia in 1836, and is now a resident

of Iowa City, Iowa. James F. Wilson was a very

popular and successful physician here for many years.

Dr. R. C. Luce has been here a long time, and has

had a large practice, and is still here. J. D. McKim
was very successful and popular; he died here. W.
F. Story oocupies his old place, and is considered a

very skillful practitioner, and though reticent, is

highly esteemed as a citizen.

VILLAGES.

The village of Venice is situated on the south shore

of Sandusky Bay, one mile west of the east line of

Margaretta. It was laid out by Major Fred. Falley,

and some of its lot* sold at a high price in the winter

of 181C and '17. Improvements were immediately

commenced and pushed forward vigorously. Two
large warehouses, two commodious public houses,

stores, shops and dwellings were erected, and. in a

few months, several hundred inhabitants had col-

lected from the east and south to participate in the

building of the village. The most prominent early

settlers of Venice were Major Oliver Barrett, from

New York; Anthony Banning, from Mt. Vernon,

Ohio; Charles Lindsley, and a man by the name of

Smith, were engaged in mercantile business; another

merchant, by the name of Reed; three brothers Went-

worth, two Ackius, and many others,—mechanics,

transient persons and settlers whose names are for-

gotten.

During the summer of 1817, the place was built

and the mill race commenced, to bring Cold creek to

the present site of Venice mills. The summer of

1818 was quite sickly, and the ]>cople, being unac-

climatcd. it proved disastrous to the further progress

of the village. Major Barrett. Dr. Went worth and

others died, many loft the place as best they could,

and it became almost a deserted towu, and did not

revive until the building of the mill in 1824. It is

now widely known from the flounng-mills located

there.

In 1830, the village of Castalia, at the head of Cold

creek, was laid out by Davidson, Hadlcy & Co., and

had a gradual growth for about twenty years, after

which time it retrograded to some extent, aud now

there is but one store there but that does a large busi-

ness. T. C. Adam-' & Bro. is the firm. In its

palmiest days, there were four stores, two groceries,

one drug shop, two churches and a daily mail—now

there are two mails per day.

INDUSTRIAL PURSUITS.

Cold creek affords, in some respects, superior water

power. It is not much affected by floods and drouths,

being fed by subterraneous fountains. There is a

fall of fifty-seven feet from its head to the bay, forty-

nine feet being used by the three mills which it

it propels. In November, 1810, D. P. Snow put a

corn grist mill in operation near the head of Cold

Creek, a few rods above where the present upper dam
is. It ground corn until August, 1812, when the

settlers were driven away by Hull's surrender, and it

was not used afterward. This, though a grist mill,

which secured him his land, by contract with the

proprietor of the township, would now be called a

frail structure. It was built of logs, and the burrs

were made from rocks found near by, by Linus

Ensign, a citizen of Grotou. Mr. Daniel Putnam
says it would grind from ten to fifteen bushels in

twenty-four hours. We suppose this to have been

the first grist mill on the Fire-lands.

In 1811, Major Frederick Fally raised the frame of

a saw mill. Its site is now the pond at the head of

the Venice mill-race. He was prevented from com-
pleting it by the war.

In 1815, this mill site was purchased by Eli Hunt,
who put a saw mill in operation, with a run of stone

in one corner, with an apparatus for bolting. We
believe this to have been the first saw mill in the

western part of the Fire-lauds, aud furnished the first

lumber for this region.

In the early part of 181!t. Joshua Pettingill put in

operation a grist mill on Cold creek three-quarters of

a mile below its head. This mill was quite an advance

upon any that had been started before it, and iu very

dry seasons it did most of the grinding that was done
on the Fire-lands. The power was a screw wheel,

and it had a head of only three feet. It was in ope-

ration about ten years.

In the fall of 1822, Daniel Mack erected a saw mill

a few rods below where Snow's mill had been, with

one run of stone in the corner for grinding. About
1824, he built a substantial grist mill, with two run

of stone. Some time after his death, Februarv 12,

1820, the mill passed into the hands of a German by

the name of Weber, in or about the year 1827. After

Mr. Mack built his mill, years of litigation followed,

between him, and others, and Mr. Petting;!!, for the

hitter's damaging them by flowing the back water

upon thorn, which was terminated in 1832 by the

whole mill interest, and five hundred and ten acres of

land, passing into the hands of Burr Iliggins. Mr.

Higgins, having the en tire control of the water power,

improved his mill, which did the work of a good eu«-

tom mill until about 1848. In 1835, Higgins sold

his entire interest to Davidson, Had ley & Company,
who held it until 1838. when the whole pnqierU
passed into the hands of Burr Higgins and Marshall
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Burton, who built a stone mill below the lower spring,

and conducted this water to it. The stone mill was

built iu 13311, and had four run of stone. It did a

good business up to the time Mr. Hoyt bought it, iu

1864, and changed hands several times. Before the

railroad was built, the flour from this mill was boated

down the mill-race to the bay.

In 1848 and '49, a cotton factory was built at

Castalia, and put in operation for two or three years.

In May or June, 18G4, John Hoyt bought the mill

property at Castalia, aud organized a stock company
for the manufacture of paper. Castalia Paper Com-
pany was the name of the company, and Mr. Hoyt
himself was the chief stockholder and the manager of

t be concern. He moved the old cotton factory down
to the stone flouring mill, and built some additions

to them, aud iu about a year had in operation a first

class mill for the manufacture printing of paper. It

had a capacity of about a ton per day, and run continu-

ously, day and night, until July, 1874, when it burned,

and was not rebuilt.

In the spring of 1875, the water power was pur-

chased for eight thousand dollars, by some of the lead-

ing and most enterprising citizens of Margaretta,

namely: 0. Caswell, J. B. Witter, J. G. Snowdeu, E.

D. White, S. II. Rogers, Philip Erbe, T. C. Adams,

and J. D. Chamberliu (the latter formerly o|)erated

the old flouring mill), and they incorporated the Cas-

talia Milling Company, and proceeded immediately to

build a first class flouring mill, on the most modern

approved plan. » The building is a substantial frame,

built on the foundation of the old stone mill, three

full stories, besides basement and attic. The capacity

of the mill is one hundred and twenty-five barrels per

day. They keep it running night and day, and are

usually behind in their orders. Since the mill was

built the company have put up an elevator, with a ca-

pacity for storing twenty thousand bushels of wheat,

and fitted up with all the modern appliances for con-

venience in handling grain.

In February, 1818, Eli Hunt sold his interest in

the mill west of Venice, to Samuel H. Smith, of

Knox county, Ohio, and in 1821, Smith purchased

the mill seat at Venice, with its improvements, and

built a grist mill there with two run of stone. In

1822 and 1823, aud 1828
#
and 1820, his whole interest

was transferred to E. Jesup, who occupied it until

1831. In the same year II. Fowler built a saw mill

on Pike creek, which was in operation up to about

18G6, when it was abandoned and the dam torn

down.

The old mill at Venice, with Cold creek from the

bay to Pettingill's mill, with five hundred acres of

land, was purchased on June 14, 1831, by Russell H.

Heywood, of Buffalo, New York. The wiuter of

1831-2 was the coldest known in Northern Ohio, and

all tho mill streams, except Cold creek, were frozen

up. Southern Michigan as well as Northern Ohio

were dependent on mill on the this stream for their

grinding. In January, 1832, the Venice flouring
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mill was begun, and completed June 1, 1833, with

three run of French burrs for merchants' and three

for custom work. The completion of the mill es-

tablished the first permanent cash market for wheat

on the Fire-lands. With much labor from January

to June, enough wheat was got together from Huron,

Richland, Wayne, Holmes, Knox, Seneca aud other

counties, to make one thousand barrels of flour

l>efore harvest. Tell a farmer in those days that

seventy-five cents cash per bushel would be paid for

wheat at Venice, and he would reply with a look of

incredulity, -You don't catch me there; if four loads

of wheat arc carried there, the price will be put down

j
to three shillings, payable in goods at whatever price

the seller chooses to put on them." The first one

hundred barrels of flour in the merchant work was

put into extra new barrels painted with China Ver-

million, taken on anew scow to a new vessel, shipped

to Buffalo, and put on a new canal boat, aud was all

the freight the vessel and canal boat had (at that time

nearly all the freighting was merchandise and emi-

grants to the West). It went to New York as clean

as when it left the mill. On its arrival in New York,

hundreds of people went to see it, the first shipment

of extra flour from Ohio, and some predicted that,

in time, Ohio might furnish them with several thou-

sand barrels of flour a year. The one hundred bar-

rels were distributed to as many different persdns, at

one dollar per barrel above the best Genesee flour

made at Rochester. The harvest was unusually early,

and the season very dry that year, and the mill was

put to its utmost, capacity for home consumption until

after the fall rains, many bringing their grists one

hundred miles. In one instance, two meu left Han-

cock county on Monday morning, and brought up at

Venice the next Sunday, in search of a mill that had

water to grind. On that day Mr. Heywood had as-

sembled all his men iu the mill to have religious ser-

vice conducted by a minister from Norwalk, and

noticed two men come in with whips in their hands,

travel worn and dusty in appearance, who took part

iu the services. After the conclusion of the service,

they inquired for the proprietor, who was pointed out

to them, and they told this story: "We left home last

Monday morning, leaving all behind us sick and ut-

terly destitute of flour, and traveled ever since to find

a mill that had sufficient water to grind our wheat,

We have fifteen bushels apiece. How soon can you

grind it for us?" Turning to the clergyman, Mr. Hey-

wood said: "What shall I do?"' he replied: "Grind it

for them as soon as possible," which he did, aud they

were soon on their way home rejoicing. For three

weeks, so great was the demaud upon him that he

could not shut down his mills Sundays, which is

and always has been his custom.

Much of the flour made in Ohio before 1840 was

sent West for market. Iu 1830, Oliver Newbury pur-

chased five hundred barrels of flour at eight dollars

per barrel, and took it to Chicago, and sold it for

wenty dollars per barrel, citizens holding a publi c
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meeting, thanking him for not asking fifty. It wa*

all the Hour they had for the winter.

The second mill, one and one-half miles west of

south of Venice, was commenced in 183i» and com-

pleted in 1841. with eight run of stone, at a cost of

fifty thousand dollars. This was a wooden structure

and was destroyed by fire in 1848. Another mill, of

brick and stone, was raised on the same spot in 1862,

with six run of stone. The eastern part of the Ven-

ice mill was changed in 183(> fur merchant work. The
capacity of the mills is sufficient to make seventy-five

thousand barrels of flour during the season of navi-

gation, consuming hundreds of thousands of dollars

in the purchase of wheat. This was doubtless, until

quite recently, the most extensive business enterprise

on the Fire-lands. The wheat was brought in wagons

until the completion of the Mud River & Lake Erie

railroad to Tiffin. Much of it was brought so great

a distauce ami over so bad roads as to bring but little

profit to the owners. But it furnished them with

money to pay their taxes. In one instance a man
came one hundred and fifty miles with a four-horse

team and twelve bushels of wheat, the balance of his

loud being feed for his team and himself, he camping

out every night. When he had sold his wheat at the

mill he went over to the store with his nine dollars,

talking thus to himself: "My wheat was worth noth-

ing at home. If I had lived decently coming here I

should have spent it: if I live decently going home I

shall spend it: but I must have money to pay my
taxes and buy a barrel of salt. What is the price of

this sheeting?" A buy answered: "A sixpence."

" Yes. my wheat was worth something. I could have

got a yard of cloth like that for a bushel at home."

These mills are in operation now, the upper one for

custom work, however. The lower mill, at Venice,

ha* been during the last year entirely remodeled aud

new machinery put iu from top to bottom, aud every-

thing of the latest aud must approved pattern. Noth-

ing seems to be wanting to make first class flour.

The improvements were designed by the superintend-

ent, John Heywood, grandson of R. II., and are a

model of compactness and mechanical skill iu utiliz-

ing space. The wheat is taken into the mill at a sink

on one side of the building and elevated directly to

the hopper of the scales, and from there to the bins

above. When wanted for grinding it goes to the

basement and is run through two fan and sieve clean-

ers and one wheat duster (all the dust curried out of

the mill), elevated to the floor above, ruu through the

heater, ami from there to the stoues. where there is

still another appliance for cleaning a- it is fed out of

the hopper. All the dust from these cleaners is car-

ried in air-tight tube* outside the building. There

are three run of wheat burrs and two of middling:
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eight reels with one hundred and forty-four yard*

(forty inches wide) of bulling cloths, three middling

purifiers and one bran duster. It seems as if even -

thing that human ingenuity could devise to get all

the Hour from the wheat, and make it of the very

best quality, were here in the least space possible and

arranged to be easy of access, and perfectly simple in

construction. Russel II. Hcywood is still the propri-

etor and general manager, and is now [18?'J] eighty-

! two years old. and has operated these mills fortv-

eight years iu succession, which speaks more for him

(
than this pen can write.

In the year 1811. Charles Butler began tuuniug

leather near the Venice mills. In the spring of 1 M:i.

he removed to the head of Cold creek and occupied a

taunery there, built by Major Frederick Falley, that

I year. This tannery was of great service to the earlv

settlers in furnishing them with an article that was

indispensable. It was continued with various suc-

cess until about 1835. Some of the early operators of

this establishment were : Charles Butler. Mo-.-

Nichols, George Crittenden. Henry Cole, Esq.. A.

i M. Porter. Esq.. and Thomas McCullough. About
1822, it passed into the bauds of Richard Falley. an I

I

soon after to Elishu Hubbard, who carried it on for

I several years.

In 1823, a small distillery was started at the bea 1

}

of Cold creek, by Dr. L B. Carpenter and his brother.

S. 0. Carpenter. It passed into the hands of Chap-
mnu and Amsden. of Bellevue. soou after, and from
them to J. R. Johnson, and was abandoned al*>m

1830.

Wm. P. Mason, of Milan, built a distillery in Venice,

in or about the year 1824. It was in operation some
eight years-, and passed into the bauds of Ausun Co! -

bett, of Sandusky City, and was abandoned at his

death. It was designed to be an establishment of

considerable capacity, and iu some years a good deal

was dune. The distillation of alcohol was one of the

methods employed to bring the surplus produce into

the Eastern markets, as it was much easier to trans-

port wbi<ky than corn.

Large quantities of flour barrels were formerly

made at Veuice aud Castalia, for the use of the nulls.

HI RIAL PLACES.

The Ca>talia cemetery was located on lot thirty-
• »

three, fourth section, June 14 or lo. 1813. and the

first interments were those massacred by the Indians.

Oak Lawn cemetery, one-half mile west of Venue,
on lot twenty, second section, was located about 1S1>.

There is a private burying ground of the Grave-

family, located near the southwest corner of lot eight,

fourth section.
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RUGGLES.*

NAME.

THE township received its name in honor of Hon.

Almon Ruggles, the surveyor of the Fire-lands,

associate judge at one time of Huron county, and a

member of both branches of t lie State legislature.

He was also the first recorder of Huron county.

Judge Ruggles. in 1813, was the ow ner of a consid-

erable tract of land in section two of this township.

X ATI" KAL FEATl'HES.

We quote substantially as follows from Mr. Samuel

C. Sturtevunt's excellent history of Ruggles, pub-

lished in the June number (1804) of the Fire-lamh

Pio/wr: "'The central portions of tiie township are

level, the eastern and southern slightly undulating,

the western and northern considerably broken and

uneven. It was originally a dense forest, of which

the beech constituted the greater part, though the

maple, elm, basswood, hickory, whitewood and ash

were by no means wanting, white the higher lauds

abounded with the linest oaks, and along the streams

grew the black walnut, the butternut and the syca-

more.

In the central portions of the township the soil is

clayey, while in other parts it is for the most part a

gravelly- loam, ai.d well adapted to either grazing or

the raising of grain. There are two stone quarries,

one in the north part on Mr. Charles f'urtiss' farm:

the other in the west part, on Wakemau Beach"s farm.

The township is free from marshes or waste lands,

while it is excellently well drained by the Vermillion

river and its tributaries. The main stream crosses

the south line nearly two miles east of the southwest

comer, and flows northwestwardly, leaving the town-

ship just south of the northwest corner. Its prin-

cipal tributary, Buck creek, conies from Troy, crosses

the east line three-fourths of a mile south of the cen-

ter road, and runs northwestwardly to the north part

of the township, when it receives the waters of an-

other creek, which drains the southeast corner, and

then runs westerly to join the Vermillion. In the

southern p.irt. Whetstone creek runs west to the Ver-

million. Another creek, west of the river, ruus

northeast till it joins the main stream.

SETTLEMENT.

Iu 1823, Mr. Daniel Reach and Bradford Sturtevant

came to Baggie* with a view of purchasing lands, and

in June of the year above named, bought of Messrs.

*A*hland d'tinty. but part of the Fire U»mK

Jesup and Wakeman. of Connecticut, six hundred

and forty acres in the southwest comer of section

three, Mr. Beach taking the western and smaller

part. Mr. Beach was the pioneer settler of this >

township. Born in Warren. Litchfield county. Con-

necticut, in 1785. at the age of twenty he made the

journey to Ohio on foot, remaining ut Canh'eld, Ma-

honing county, for one year. He then returned to

Connecticut, and on the first day of January, 1810,

he was united to Miss Lorinda Sacket. He exchanged

his Connecticut farm of forty acres, which his father

had given him. for two hundred lying near Talmadge,

then Portage, but now Summit county. Ohio, whither

he removed in 1811. In July 28. 1823, he left Tal-

madfe, with his wife and live children, and equipped

with two yokes of oxen, set out for Ruggles, arriving

at his place of purchase on Saturday, August 2ud.

Mr. Beach was accompanied by Eleazar Sackett and

Ezra Smith. The five children's names were Cyrus

S.. Reuben K., Cordelia M., Harriet Z.. and Daniel

B. Upon their arrival Cyrus and Reuben found fire

at a deserted Indian camp, with which their first meal

was cooked. After regaling themselves with supper

the men of the party began the erection of a rude

cabin, ten by fifteen square. It was built of poles,

and was finished that night, but was without a roof.

This building was but a temporary structure. In a

few days they built a log house, but when completed

discovered that it stood in the middle of the road.

They took it down, but having no time to rebuild

! commenced clearing and preparing for a crop. They

soon had five acres sown to wheat, and thereupon

they rebuilt their house, having lived iu the log cabin

for six weeks. The succeeding winter Mr. Beach em-

ployed hands enough to enable him to chop one hun-

dred acie< which he cleared the next summer. In

the fall he set out a large number of apple trees. Mr.

Beach was a prosperous farmer, and in his old age

gave his home of three hundred acres to his sons,

Wakeman and William, with the stipulation that

they should pay all his debts, which they were soon

able to do. Mr. Beach's wife died Xorember 10,

1850, aud in May, 1858. he married Mrs. Frances

Peck, with whom he lived un till his death. May
21, 1802. This pioneer settler of Ruggles accom -

plished much towards the rapid settling up of his

township, and his memory is gratefully cherished by

the people of Baggies.

<>fhi» children. Cyrus S.. married Xorah Gates,

and their children were: Cynthia. M irion, Xorah C,
and Wakeman.

(SOU
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Reuben K. married Fauny Curtiss. Children:

George, Columbus, William, Irena, Miles and Mary.

Harriet Z. married Rollin A. Curtiss. Children:

Charles (dead), Horace, Frederica, Fanny and Har-

riet.

Cordelia M. married Isaac Cowell. Children: Bur-

ton, Daniel, Lorinda, Betsey, Jane. Norah and Wil-

liam. His son, Daniel, died young.

Wakemau J. married Phebe Ann Washburn.

Children: Diora, Wanda, and Mary Alice.

Bradford Sturdevant was the second pioneer settler

of Ruggles, coming into the township in August, 1823.

Ms. S. was born in Warren, Connecticut, March 16,

1786, and was united in marriage to Sarah Carter,

January 1, 1809. He removed to Summit county,

Ohio,, in 1816, where he lived until his removal to

Ruggles. He built a log house on his purchase, two

miles west of the center, and in September brought

thither his family, consisting of his wife and five

children. Hecamewith ox teams, bringing with him

twelve head of cattle and twenty sheep. The follow-

ing January he returned to Summit county, and

brhughtback with him a drove of a dozen hogs,^nak-

ing the journey in one week, without assistance. Mr.

Sturtevant built the first framed building in the

township. This was his house, and was twenty-

one feet square, and is still standing. In 1836 he

took up a temporary residence in Milan, Erie county,

whither he removed so as to educate his children.

He returned to his Ruggles home in 1844. Mr.

Sturdevant was one of the sterling men of Rug-

gles,—his life an exemplary one. He lived and died

universally esteemed and beloved by all who knew
him. His children were: 1, Carleton H., who mar-

ried Lydia Peck, and died November 27, 1848; to

them were born six children. 2. Morcia, who mar-

ried B. Ashley, of Milan; to then: were born seven

children. 3, Harriet, who died while attending

school at Hudson, Ohio. 4, Sarah, who married Dr.

Galpin, of Milan, and is now dead. 5, Isaac, who
married Adelaide Carter, and to them were born three

children: William C, James Wilson and Mary L. 6.

Martha, who was born May 17, 1825, and was the

first female child born in the township. She married

Horace Taylor, at one time a missionary in Southern

India. They had four children. Of these. William

B. married Anna Woleott; they had four children.

Another early settler was Jacob Roorback, who
came here in 1823, Mid bought four hundred acres of

land iu section two. Mr. Roorback died March 21.

1850. and his wife about the same time. Their only

child. Sarah. I>ecame the wife of A. W. Purdy, whose

children are: Alexander W.. William. A. ('., and

John H.

Justus Barnes, of Cornwall, Connecticut, settled in

Ruggles. in 1824. one mile west of the Center. He
remained but a few year*. His oldest son. Sedgwick,

is living in Clarkstield.

Reuben Fox came, in 1824. from Warren, Connec-

ticut, where he had married Mi»s Mina M. Smith.

January 1. 1823. He hud a very unpleasaut journey,

suffering much from severe weather. They came

from Buffalo to Cleveland in a schooner, and were

sixteen days making the trip, being delayed greatly

by storms. They arrived in Ruggles November 4.

1824, and took up their first residence in a log school

house, the only one the township afforded at this

time. They made settlement one mile south of Rug-

gles' Corners. They hud one child at that time,

Caroline, and three were borne to them after they

came into the township.

Ezra D. Smith, from Warren, Connecticut, settled

in Ruggles at about the same time Mr. Fox came.

He resided here with his family until 1837, when he

removed to Illinois.

Abraham Ferris, from Yates county, New York,

came to Ruggles in 1824. The journey was made as

far as Buffalo by wagon, thence by water to Sandusky.

They embarked on the schooner " Union," Captain

Johnson commanding, and were driven by a storm to

Mr. Philetus Ferris.

Detroit, returning to Sandusky after the storm hail

abated, where they arrived the last of October, after

being on the water for three weeks, reaching New
London the second day of November, 1824, and

Ruggles on the first day of December following. The
family consisted at this time of Mr. and Mrs. Ferris,

and five children: Laura. Philetus, Samuel, Sarah

and Lois. A selection was made of lot eighteen, of

section three, the purchase having been made of

Messrs. Jessup & Wakeman. Lois and Laura died

soon after their arrival in Ruggles, and Mr. and

Mrs. Ferris uoth died in the year is.")ii. the latter in

August, and the former in September. Two of their

children, Samuel and Laura, reside in the township of

Fitchville. Huron county, while Philetus, Israel. Eras-

tus, Elias and Klmira are residents of Ruggles. The
last five were* born in this township. Jesse died in

I860.
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Andrew Clark and James Jemison settled in the

south part of section four in 1824. Isaac Sampson, a

revolutionary soldier, with his two sons, Isaac and

John, settled on section three in the spring of 1825.

Xorinan Carter, from Warren, Connecticut, came

to Ruggles in 1824, and bought lot twenty-six, of

section four. In 1827. having in the meantime lived

a part of the time in Kuggles, and the other part in

Portage county, he returned to Connecticut, married

Lovina Hopkius, and returned to Ohio. After a

temporary residence in Portage county, he removed

to Ruggles, and added to his former purchase the

east half of lot seventeen. Their children were:

Huldah Adelaide and Sarah Lovinia. The former

married Isaac Sturtevant, and the hitter William

Gault.

Aldrich Carver settled on lots ten and eighteen, in

sectiou four, iu the year 1x25. Mr. Carver first came
to Huron county in 1818, and in the following year

was one of the party who went to Maumee and cap-

tured the Indians who were afterward hung at Nor-

walk. Returning to Cayuga county, New York, he

married Amy Kniffen, in 1821. Hesettled in Green-

wich, Huron county, in 1822. They have four

children: Jane, Fanny. Pluebe and John.

Harvey Sackett made settlement in Ruggles in 1825.

He first settled in Tallmadge. with his father, in 1811,

whence he returned to Connecticut, the place of his

birth, in 181G, and married Thalia Eldred, April 2,

1817, and brought his bride to Tallmadge. In coming
from this place to Ruggles, in 1825, he consumed
eight days, the journey beiug made with ox teams.

The following were the children of Mr. Sackett by

his first wife: Dimines M.. Erastus T., Erasmus M.

and Irene C. Mrs. Sackett died in 1843, and Mr.

Sackett married Mrs. Mary Van Vrauken, widow of

Garrett Van Vrauken, April 12, 1844. A sou, Justus

H., was born in 1848. Mr. Sackett resided for two

years in Ashland, from 18(51 to 1863, returning to

Ruggles in the year last named.

Before 1830 the settlement had increased so that the

township had a population of two hundred and

seventy-one souls. Ten years later, the township had

reached a population of one thousand two hundred

and forty-four.

Hezckiah Barber was one of the early settlers. He
was a Baptist minister, and came iu from Townsend

township, settling upon lot five, section three, where

he built a log house, and set out a nice orchard. He
remained only a few years, and then removed to New
York State.

Ezekiel Samson located upon lot nine, section three,

and after living there for several years, removed to

Illinois, where he died. John Samson settled upon

the west half of lot ten. section three, and Isaac Sam-
son on the east half. Isaac Samson, Sr., settled with

his son, John. He was a revolutionary soldier and a

brick mason br occupation. The Samsons all re-

moved to the West. •

Truman Bates came in from the adjoining township

of New London, and took up lot twenty-three, sec-

tion three. He joined the Mormons, as did several

others from this township, but becoming dissatisfied

with their principles and practices, left them, and re-

turned to Ruggles.

Archibald Bates settled on lot number sixteen, sec-

tion three, and for some time operated an ashery, and

manufactured the first pearlash in the township.

Samuol Monroe came from Springfield, Portage

county, in 1824, and settled upon lot nineteen, sec-

tion —
, though he soon after sold out, and removed

to lot twenty-three, where he lived many years. He is

now living in Iowa at an advanced age. He was a

soldier in the warof 1812. His children were: Sarah,

Polly, Isabella, Hester, Martha, Annabelle, John and

Samuel. They all removed to Iowa, except Sarah,

wife of Philetus Ferris, and Martha, who is in Ful-

tou county of this State.

Taylor Peck and his wife, Jerusha, came to Ruggles

from Litchfield county, Connecticut, in 1826, and
located upon lot seventy-eight, section three. They
had four children: Lydia, Lucy, Homer and Emily

J., and a fifth son, Miles J., was born after their ar-

rival in the township. Mrs. Peck died in 1835, and

Mr. Peck took as his second wife, Francis Beach, of

Medina county. Mr. Peck died in 1854.

Salmon Weston and his wife Mercy emigrated

from Connecticut to Ruggles in 1828, and settled

upon lot nineteen, section one, being the first settlers

in the eastern part of the township. Salmon Weston

died 1864. A son, Phineas, now resides in the town-

ship.

Isaac Hazeu came from Warren county, Connecti-

cut, in 1829, and located upon lot , section

. He died in 1832. A son, Amos, now lives

in the township. Lewis Crow came in 1830.

In 1832 came Jacob Hirsching and Win. Potter,

both from Genesee county, New York. They located

in the northeast part of the township, section two.

During the same year came Ackley Knowlton and

Benjamin Greene from Yates county, New York,

Thomas Bowman and James Lindsley, from Aber-

deenshire, Scotland, and a number of others.

Eli Fost came in 1833 and located in section one.

He died in 1875. He had twelve children, of whom
five now live iu the township. Bolser Mather, of

Pennsylvania, who came in the same year, is noted

as being the father of twenty-six children, nineteen

of whom are living.

John Wist came iu 1837; died in 1876. Therbn

Potter, in 1838. Orrin Cogshall, in 1835, from

Litchfield, Connecticut, bringing his wife and two

children, Mary J. and Josephine. Elias Culbertson,

in ; James T. Carney, in 1835, and Mildad Crit-

tenden in 1836.

The first log house at the Center was built by Enoch

Taylor, of Warren, Connecticut. He was a soldier

in the war of 1812, aud lived until the year 1875.

Daniel Smith, who came to the township at an

early dav, was the first shoemaker.
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Benjamin I>. Green, now living in Ioxva. VBI the

first blacksmith. He located at Kuggles' Corners.

He gave up blacksmithing for the carpenters' trade.

He was a prominent man in the community, held

several important office*, and was a major in the

militia.

FIKST EVENTS.

The first birth to that of Wakeman J. Beach, the

son of Daniel Beach, twin Januarv 11, 1835. Mr.

Beach grew to manhood in Kuggles. and has spent

most of his life in Ruggles, though lie has travelled

quite extensively. He married Pho*be Ann Wash-

burn (daughter of James Washburn), of New bmdou,
December 24. 1853, and now reside* on the old home-

stead.

The first marriage did not take place until the year

1832, when, on the 18th day of June, Mr. James

Poag, widower, was united in marriage to Miss Laura

C. Smith. The ceremony was performed by Daniel

Beach. Esq.

The first death occurred in 182*5, in which year

Mr. Cyrus Sanders, a single man, and a nephew of

Mr. B. Stiirtevant, died of bilious fever.

The first saw mill was built by Daniel Beach in

1824, on the Vermillion river, one hundred rods

north of Kuggles' Corners. This mill was of great

benefit to the early settlers. Mr. Beach built a grist

mill also, near the site of the saw mill, in 1831 or '32,

to whic h steam was subsequently attached. The first

store in Ruggles was opened by Josiah Botsford at

Ruggles' Corners, one ami one-half miles west of the

Center, in about the year 1831. The first post-office

was established one-half mile south of the Corners in

. Mr. G. W. Curtis.*, being postmaster.

ORGANIZATION.

Prior to 182'i, Kuggles was attached to New I/ui-

don for civil purpose*, but at the date named it was

detached and organized. »he first election occurring

Januarv 2d of that year. There were ju«t a dozen

residents who participated in this first election, as

follows; Berry Durfee, Harvey Sackett, Norman Car-

ter. Truman Bates. Reuben Fox, B. St urtevunt, Jacob

Roorback, Abraham Ferris, Justice Barnes, Daniel

Beach. K/.ra D. Smith, and Aldrich Carver. Mr. E.

Dr Smith was chosen clerk; II. Sackett, treasurer; J.

Roorback. D. Beach, and A. Carver, trustees; B.

Stiirtevant and H. Sackett. overseers of the poor: J.

B.irnis and A. Ferris, fence viewers; Reuben Fox ami

Perry Durfee, Appraisers of property; N. Carter, con-

stable, and T. Bate*, supervisor,—thirteen offices

filled with twelve individuals. Mr. Sackett had the

honor of tilling two positions. Another election was

held April 3d, when Mr. Ferris was made treasurer.

Mr. Bates constable, ami Me«sr.«. Fox and Stiirtevant

supervisor", and Harvey Sackett justice of the peace.

The other offices remain- d filled as above.

REUOIOIS.

The first religious services were held at Harvey

Sackett's house soon after the settlement of the town-

ship by Lodovicus Bobbins. Not long after a Meth-

odist class was formed, of which there remains no

record, and in regard to which no authentic informa-

tion can be obtained.

The first church organization in the township wai

that of the Congregational in 1827. Upon the 11th

of January of that year, eleven |>ersons, all of whom
had letters from other churches, associated themselves

under the name of the Congregational church of

Ruggles. They were Harvey Sackett, Ezra D.

Smith, Norman Carter. Reuben Fox. Rachel Curtis,

Lorinda Beach. Jerusha Peck. Thalia Sackett, Mini

Fox, Cynthia Smith, and Sarah Stiirtevant. The

meeting was held at Mr. Sackett's house, and the

ministers were the Kevs. Ephraim T. Woodruff and

Lodovicns Robbins. The church was organized on

"the plan of union." a system in vogue among the

Presbyterian and Congregational churches in the early

settlement of the Western Reserve, and was at first

connected with the presbytery of Huron, under the

jurisdiction of which it remained until 186?, when it

united with the Central North Congregational con-

ference of Ohio. For many years the people of this

church assembled for worship in the houses of mem-
bers or in the log school houses, but in 1855 a church

was erected (the present town hall), which was for

the time an amply commodious structure.

There was for a numberof years no minister of the

gospel resident in Ruggles, but the Congregational

pulpit was supplied by the Rev. Mr. Robbing and

others. Kev. K. P. Salmon came as stated supply in

1830, and remained three years. The pastors and

supply preachers of the church since the close of his

ministry have been as follows: Revs. S. Duuton,

William L. BulTett, Benjamin B. Judson, W. T.

Chamberlain, O. W. Mather, E. P. Sperry. William

F. Millikin, G. C. Judson, L. <i. Clark, James Wil-

son, John McCutchan. H. L. Howard. Rev. George

G. Fry, is at present the minister in charge of the

Church. The deacons are: W. 0. Stiirtevant, Phineas

Weston, Homer Peek, and W. C. Gault: Justice H.

Sackett. Phineas Weston, John Carver, trustees; K.

Godfrey, clerk: C. W. Stiirtevant. treasurer.

The Methodist Episcopal Church was organized

as a Protestant Methodist Church, with the follow-

ing members: Henry H. Daniels and wife, Ira Paine,

wife and daughter, Orrin Siillson and wife. Orrin

Cogshall and wife, Electa Weston, Samuel Gault.

After about one year's existence as a Protestant

Methodist Chinch, the organization became Meth-

odist Episcopal and was taken into the Uliveshurgh

i circuit. Services were held in the town hall until

I 1871, when the present church edifice was built at a

cost of about four thousand dollars. The first pastor

was Kev. James Kellam. tie was succeeded by the

j
Kev. Mr. Rosseherty. The pastors sine thui haw
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been Rgvs. John Kellum, J. Williams, B. 0. Jones,

A. J. Wells, Geo. McKillip, M. D. Chilson, O. Law-

rence and H. G. Dubois. The present incnmhent is

Rev. S. Z. Kaufman. The class leaders are H. H.

Daniels, John Streeter, Frederick Stillson; Samuel

Gault, steward; Samuel Gault, Frederick Stillson,

John Richards, John Streeter, Frank T. Daniels,

trustees. The church has a membership of about

fifty persons. Both the Congregational and Metho-

dist churches are located at the ceuter.

There is another—the Lutheran—situated in the

southeast part of the township. It was organized in

1852, and a house of worship was built the same year

at a cost of three hundred and sixty dollars.

SCHOOLS.

In 18*24 a school house was built eighty rods east of

the residence of Daniel Beach, and Betsey Sackett

taught school there during the summer of that year.

The second school was upon the north line of the

township, and was taught by Jacob Roorback.

PHYSICIANS.

The earliest were Drs. Babb and Barker. The
physicians from neighboring townships had most of

the practice \n the early years of Ruggles" existence as a

I settlement. Dr. G. W. Paddock practiced here for a

short time, and Dr. A. D. Skellenger between two

and three years. Dr. O. L. Andrews, farmer and

physician, is the only medical man now resident in

j

Ruggles.

Rl'OUl.ES CORXEKS.

The only village that ever existed in the township

was at Ruggles corners, upon the Wooster and Xor-

walk road. There were several mercantile and me-
chanical concerns at this point, as well as a tavern

and quite a cluster of dwelling houses. The place

was sustained by the tanning interests of the Nor-

walk road, and when the C, 0., C. & I. R. R. was

established, as it destroyed the wagoning business,

the- little village soon dwindled away, and eventually

entirely disappeared. The people of Ruggles were

not sorry for this, because Ruggles corners had al-

ways been a reproach to the neighborhood, a place of

|

resort for drinking men and bad characters, sustained

by the teamsters, who were nearly all tipplers, and

many of them notoriously desperate characters. A
double log tavern was built here by one Keeler. It

was kept open by him and by others for several years,

and was the principal place for the sale of whisky and

the resort of whisky drinkers. For the last twenty

years no liquor has been sold in the township, a fact

of which the people of Ruggles are justly proud.
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DANBURY.*

NASIK.

The township was named November 9, 18os. by

Philip B. Bradley, of Ridgefiekl; Taylor Sherman, of

Xorwalk: Isaac Mills, of New Haven: William Eld-

ridge, of New London: Jabez Fitch, of Greenwich:

Ebenezer Jesup, Jr.. of Ftfii field; Guv Richards, of

Xeiv London, and Ebenezer Avery, Jr., of Groton,

all in the Slate of Connecticut, who met as the hoard

of directors of "the proprietors of the half million

acres of land lying south of Lake Erie, called the

Sufferers' Laud," at the court house in Xew Haven,

Connecticut. Among the business transacted that

day, a resolution was passed naming all the townships

in the Fire-lands. In and by that resolution, the

peuinsula north of Sandusky and the island in the

Bay of Sandusky, was named Danburv, in honor of

the town of Danburv, Connecticut, which was a suf-

ferer by tire and devastation during the incursion of

the British, in July. 1*90.

Danburv was not organized as a township until some

years after the war of 1812. The tract of land

known as the peninsula, was owned at an early day,

by Hon. Zalmon Wildmanand E. W. Bull. It orgin-

tlly embraced the It road .-trip of land situated on the

north of Sandusky Buy to the west of its outlet, and

was bounded on the east, north and west by Lake

Erie, and was connected to the main land by a nar-

row neck on the west near the Portage river. The

western boundary of the Fire-lands cut on* a narrow

strip of laud on the west side of the township, though

as the township is now organized, the western line is

that of the Fire-lands survey. The original township

embraced about seven and one-half miles, extending

from Murblehead west, and a width of some six miles,

giving an area of a little tea than thirty square mile*.

The tract of land containing some six hundred

acres, and situated west of the harbor, and north of

the old Portage river bed, was organized as a town-

ship, with the name of Catawba Island, on the de-

veloping gra|te cult ure at a later date. It is connected

to the main land by a bridge which stretches over the

west harbor.

Tin- eastern portion of the township of Danburv is

underlain by a strata of lime-tone rock, tilled with

fossils. Over several hundred acres in the center of

the east part of the peninsula, the limestone rock is

entirely uncovered, or at West covered with a scant

soil, which produces wry little vegetation. With

this exception the soil is very productive. There are

deep grooves cut in tliis- limestone formation, in some

places wide enough to allow of a wagou being driven

• OlUw».»unt.v. but |>»rt of th» Fr* lan.U

through them. The gullies were made by the wear-

ing of heavy masses of ice glaciers, in an age of which

man can only conceive, but give no history. Tins

limestone is constantly undergoing changes, from the
'

effects of frost and the unceasing action of the waves

on the shore of the lake.

axi ie.vt MOUNDS.

There are several mounds of earthwork and stones

on the peninsula, the most notable of which is situ-

ated on the northwest side of Catawba island, in the

original tract named Danburv. but just without the

boundary of the Fire-lands. The largest of these is

on a bold promontory, connected by a narrow neck of

land to the island. On the summit of this rocky

elevation, near the edge of the promonotory, stands

the ruins of a circular mound of smallish stone,

which has the appearance of being thrown together

loosely, as no masonry is perceptible. It is about

sixty-five feet through the base, and fifteen feet high.

In the center was a eoue, some thirty feet in diameter.

Between this cone ami the wall is the apjtearance of a

walk some twelve feet wide, ami extending from the

entrance on the east entirely around the cone. Old

settlers say that when first discovered, there was

another walk around the cone, and above the one now
seen, ami that the top was a flat surface. West of

this mound, and situated on an elevated part of the

rocky shore, two similar mounds of stone may be seen,

but no evidence- of the walks which appear on the

first one. These mounds are situated near the old

camp-meeting ground.

EARLY SETTLEMENT.

Soon after the close of the revolutionary war. a few

French Canadians settled on the peninsula, obtaining

subsistence, after the manner of the Indian-, by

hunting, trapping and fishing. During Wayne's
campaign toward the Maumee, they became alarmed,

and returned to the Canada shore. A portion of them
afterward^ returned to their homes, and purchased

lands of the legal owners. Others bought lands on

another section of the Peninsula. At length, most

of them gathered together and formed a settlement

at the mouth of All Saint-' creek, where someof their

descendant- now live.

Fpapbrodittu W. Bull, of Danburv. Connecticut,

in 1808, bought, ->f the original proprietor* of the

"half million- acres." that part of the peninsula sit-

uated east uf Meadow brook, and including (he island

in the bay of Sandusky, which was for many years

known as Bull's Island. It is now the property of

Mr. John-ui. and is known as Johnson's Uluud.

(500)
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Mr. Bull arranged with Mr. Benajah Wolcott, a native

of Danbury, Connecticut, but at that time residing in

New York City, to come to the western wilds and

start a colony on his new purchase.

Mr. Wolcott and his family, consisting of his wife,

two daughters and one son, and accompanied by two

hired men, named Bishop and Osborn. left Connecti-

cut, in a sleigh, February 13, 18i»!». They arrived in

C leveland in March, but the lake being ice bound,

the family were unable to proceed farther, aud re-

mained there until about the first of May. Mr. Wol-

cott, accompanied by Bishop and Osborn, proceeded

to the peninsula, by land, to prepare a house for those

left in Cleveland, make garden, and arrange as far as

possible for a permanent home. In May. Mr. Wol-

cott returned to Cleveland for his family, and the

lake being open, secured passage on a small schooner,

the '•Sally" of Cuyahoga, for their home. A severe

storm assailed them, while on the vessel, and they

narrowly escaped shipwreck, but finally were able to

seen iv safety by running into Black river, when they

remained until the weather became settled, when they

proceeded on their voyage, arriving in Sandusky bay

on the evening of the 8th of May, and the next day

landed at what was then known as the "Middle

Orchard," on the peninsula, near where now stands

Fox's dock. Wolcott and his family were the first

settlers in Danburv. At that time there were three

orchards in the peninsula, planted by the French and

Indians. The east orchard was owned by an Indian,

named Notawny. but was afterwards bought by Mr.

Bull. The west orchard was owned by Frenchman,
named Stacey.

In the spring of 181<>, a man named Lee settled on

a place now known as Hartshorn's. Mr. Ball, Mr.

Saunders and Major Parsons came during the same
year.

In April, 1811, Joseph Ramsdell and wife, with

four sons, John, Jacob, Horace and Valentine, and,

accompanied by Abiathar Sherley and wife, left

Oswego, New York, in an open boat, arriving at the

peninsula in June.

Several families moved to Danbury previous to the

war of 1812, but the precise date of their coming can-

not now he ascertained.

The first birth among these settlers was a daughter

to Abiathar Sherman. She is now Mrs. Atwater, of

Huron, Erie county, Ohio.

Mr. Wolcott diet! in 1843. His eldest daughter

married Truman Pettibone (who was the first justice

of the peace in Danbury) in Cleveland in 1814. They
settled in Danbury, where he died July 22. 1830.

When Mr. Wolcott came to Danbury, there were

two white men there, a Frenchman, named Stacey,

and a cattle-buyer, named Patterson. In 1811, three

men settled on Bull's Island. It was contemplated

to build a town on the island, and. about this time,

Mr. Saunders opened a small stock of goods. James
Stevens also lived on the island.

Lirge numbers of hogs were slaughtered on the

peninsula by B. Thompson. They were driven there

from the* south.

The custom house was kept on the main land, west

of the island, by Colonel P. P. Ferry.

The second daughter of Mr. Wolcott was born at

Danbury. Connecticut, December 17, 1798, and was

married to Joseph Ramsdell in November, 1817.

They settled on the peninsula in 1811, where they

resided until 1825, when they moved to Blootning-

ville, where Mr. Ramsdell died.

Valentine Ramsdell was killed while piloting a

party of soldiers on the peninsula, in a skirmish

with the Indians, some .time in September, 1812.

Horace Ramsdell died at Bloomiugville, January

29. 1872, at the age of seventy-nine. Mr. Bull died

in Cleveland, in Octol>cr, 1812, from the effects of

exposure in fleeing from the peninsula, and from

anxiety to protect the frontier. Bishop, who came

with Mr. Wolcott, was killed by the Indians. Osborn

settled in Cleveland, where he died.

In 1816, Colonel S. M. Loekwood came from Al-

bany, Xew York, and commenced the laborious work

of hewing out a home on the peniusula. He erected

a log house near the present Hartshorn residence, and

in October of the same year his family, consisting of

a wife, three sons and a daughter, started from Al-

|

bany for Buffalo, New York, in wagons. Owing to

severe weather they remained in Buffalo nearly three

months, when they secured passage in the small

schooner ''Aurora," but were twice driven back by

storms, which finally drove the vessel ashore on the

sand. Their household goods were removed, and a

third time they started, this time on the sloop " Nau-

tilus. " but were again driven back by storm. Finally,

in January, 1817, they started in sleighs, and came

through to their new home in a two weeks' journey

from Buffalo.

At this time the settlers on the peninsula were Ros-

wald and Truman Pettibone, Abijah Wolcott. Alfred

and Charles Richards. Harry aud Artemadorus Fuller,

John and Jacob Ramsdell, also their father and un-

married brother Horace. Ezra Lee also resided on the

peninsula and ran a ferry across the bay to '-Ogontz

Place," now Sandusky.

In 1829. Talmage Waterbury came to the peninsula

from eastern New York, with his family, consisting

of a wife, two sons and three daughters. In 1830 or

1831. he erected a wind mill in Portage township for

Colonel Lockwood, which was used for the purpose of

grinding plaster. It was run a number of years and

was finally replaced by a steam mill.

FIRST XABBIAOB.

Before the war of 1812, a dealer iu cattle between

the south and Maiden, Canada, named Patterson,

brought from Kentucky an attractive young girl of

marriageable age, whom he considered as his proper-

ty. He sold her to a Frenchman, named Stacey, for

a wife. There was at that time no magistrate or cler-

gyman nearer than the far east, but this seemed to

s
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make no difference to either of the parties, and ar-

rangements were made for housekeeping w ithout any

ceremony to bind the parties, and tints they lived un-

til two children were horn to them. During the year

1811, Major Spafford visited the settlers on the jmjii-

iusulaand, on learning the state of affairs, his New
England sense of propriety was much shocked. He
called on the Staceys for the purpose of arranging

matters on a sounder basis, for the honor of the new
settlement. After some conversation regarding the

matter, he requested the couple to stand up. and in

the presence of the toddling children as witnesses,

pronounced them man and wife. He was afterwards

askod if he thought the marriage regular, and replied

that he did uot. as he had no authority to celebrate

such contracts, but it was the best he conld do under

the circumstances, and perfectly satisfied the parties

themselves, who seemed to think it all right, and that

they were legally married.

EAKLY RBC0BD8.

There seem to be no records accessible, at least none

have been found, earlier than 1819. In that year an

enumeration was made of the male inhabitants of the

township of Danbury, and the total number was

found to be sixty-seven.

The poll book' of an election held October 10, 1820, !

contains the name- of but eight voteri. The candi- I

dates for election were: Ethan A. Brown, governor:

Lyman Farwell. State representative; Peter Hitch-

cook, representative in congress; John Boalt. coroner.
(

Each of the candidate- received a solid vote. No
great interest seems to have attended this election,

although at an election for justice of the peace held

in April of the same year, thirty-one votes were

polled.

Before the war of 1812, taxes were paid at Cleve- I

land. The tax collector did not come around to col-

lect them, hut they were sent to him. Mail was car-

ried by a man named Leach, who made the trip from

Cleveland, via Huron, to Manmee.

THE CHOLERA.

Sandusky had been started previous to 1 833, the

name having been changed from Ogontz Place to

Portland before 1*22. and at a later date to Sandusky.

Tliere was unite a settlement, consisting of log and

frime houses, log school house, and corporation log

jail. In 1832. the schooner Ligure, from Buffalo,

a rived. The evening after her arrival one of the

passengers, an old lady, was attacked with cholera,

a id died before morning. Captain Wad-worth was

seized with the same disease and died. From this

time the disease spread on shore, and a l>oard of

health was organized, wit h Moses Farwell at the head.

The vessel was condemned, and taken some two mile-

out into the bay, where it was proposed to burn it

and thus get rid of the plague, but the owner. Wil-

liam Townsend. of Sandusky, made a strong effort to
,

save his property which WU successful, and the order

for its destruction was revoked.

The cholera soon broke out en the peninsula, and
proved terribly fatal. The fr was Robert

Rose, an Englishman, who w
. -vhero

he indulged in a drunken d

davs. Soon after reachiir. .. - !.. nif m,, tlu ;ieu..i-ii a
.

he was seized with the d

few hour*. The plague sp,. i :
i
on<> i;. •

sweepiug away an entire family—lUa' -i >

The wife and daughter of Taltnage \\a.

died, and in the full of that year the b oken (u

returned to their old home in New York.

JOHNSONS ISLAND.

As a part of the original tract of land bought by

E. W. Bull, in connection with the township of Dan-

bury, is the island in Sandusky Bay known after his

purchase as Bull's Island. It is located about three

miles north of Sandusky and one mile from the

Peninsula. This island was settled in 1811, three

men building cabins there at that time. It was at

one time thought a desirable situation in which to

found a town, and steps were taken to lay the surface

out into village lots, but the needs of the uew coun-

try did not seem to demand a town here, inasmuch

as Ogontz Place or Sandusky was already becoming

settled. The island contains some three hundred

acres, about one hundred and fifty of which was

leased by the Fuitcd States (iovernment during the

war of the rebellion, and was used as a military prison

for the confinement of prisoners of war. The camp
was on the south side of the island, looking toward

Sandusky, and was on ground sufficiently rolling to

ad mi", of free drainage. In the center of the camp
was a fine parade ground of some five or six acres.

West of this were the offices, chapel, hospital and

officer's quarters, and on the east side were the bar-

racks for the prisoners. On the north and south

sides were the barracks for the guard. A strong

twelve-foot fence was built around this ground, in-

closing a space of some fifteen acres. Within about

three feet of the top of this fence was a walk three

feet wide, which was constantly traversed by the

guard. The barracks and out-houses covered nearly

or quite one-third the inclosed .-pace, having a pleas-

ant oifen grass plat of the remainder. The quarter*

were left clean ami orderly, and the grounds did not

present the appearance of neglect.

1XIMAX SKIKMIsllK.s.

During the war of 1812. the peninsula was the

scene of two skirmishes with Indians. The inhabi-

tant- were obliged to seek safety in flight, some going

toward Cleveland, and others to the block house at

Mansfield. A regiment was encamped, under com-

mand of (Lionel Richard Hayes, of Hartford. Tram*
bull'county, Ohio, on the east side of the Huron ri\cr.

and about three miles below Milan. A detachment "f

men was sent to Lower Sandusky, now Fremont,
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whoro they took possession of the stockade which was

afterwards uamed Fort Stephenson. This fort had

beeu deserted uiwu the surrender of General Hull, at

Detroit, and

provision

Majo;

wi'li a

unoccupied until this time. Some

n left there, and September 26th,

if

•ii j>

' an* small boats and eighteen men
I

• id pork, for the use of the sol-

tmp icar Milan. Owing to the

d storm on the lake they landed

uud sent six men in one boat to re-

vile peninsula. Two of the Ramsdolls

, i ag them, and they proceeded cautiously to

• former residence. From a cornfield they saw a

»ty of forty-seven Indians regaling themselves on

roasting ears of corn and honey. They returned to

the island, aud with their comrades, hasteued across

to Cedar Point, and sent messengers to Camp Avery.

The soldiers arrived at the camp Sunday evening about

five o'clock. Volunteers were immediately called for

and sixty-four men responded. Thirtv minutes was

allowed for supper, and just at dark the expedition

moved off. It was near four o'clock in the morning

when the party reached Cedar Point. The boats were

unloaded and the command embarked, steering for

Middle Orchard. With the addition of the men at

Cedar Point the total number was seventy-two men.

The boats were left under charge of a corporal, who
was directed to hide with them m a clump of rushes

about half the distance to Bull's Island. The corpo-

ral and two men soon went over to the main land for

fruit, and accidentally discovered several canoes rilled

with Indians coming down the bay. They iuimedi-

diately returned to their comrades, and leaving the

two larger boats hurried the two small ones across to

Cedar Point. The large boats were scuttled by the

Indians.

The party that had marched to attack the Indians

at Ramsdell's house, found they had left that place,

and did not attempt a pursuit. On their return the

party was divided into three divisions, aud after secur-

ing some wheat that was left, started on their return

to the boats. One party was surprised bv ambushed

Indians, and Valentine Ranisdell was killed by their

first volley, and one man disabled. The remainder of

the men. nine in number, took to the trees, and

adopted the Indian system of warfare. As soou a.s

the first volley was tired, the other two divisions came
rapidly to the assistance of their comrades. A retreat

was made to the orchard, and the dead and wouuded
were carried off the field. Near the middle orchard

two Indians were seen, who ran away a-s if afraid of

beiug pursued. Several men started after them, lint

were called back by their more prudent comrades.

They had no sooner stopped than a volley was lired

by a large p.:rty of savages, from an ambush behind

some fallen timber, but fortunately not a man was

struck. After some irregular skirmishing about

twenty of the men sought shelter in a log house, and

the rest pasted on to the landing place, whence they

finally managed to reach the point of the peninsula.

The guard on Cedar Point came with the two small

boats, and took them across, one boat load at a time.

They then proceeded to the Huron river, and sent a

s<|iiad of men to Camp Avery for assistance. It was

not until the first of October that the relief could be

sent to the party on the peninsula. When it reached

them, thev were found safe in the log house, the Indi-

ans having retired. Thev did not seem to have

noticed the men who passed down the point, or they

would, undoubtedly, have massacred them. In this

skirmish five men were killed, and six wounded.
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KELLEY'S ISLAND.*

DESCRIPTION.

The township of Keller's Island is an island in Lake

Erie, is one of the eleven townships composing the

county of Erie, and is situated in latitude forty-one

degrees thirty-five minutes north, and longitude five

degrees forty-two minutes west from Washington, the

north shore of the Island being but one and one-half

miles from the boundary line, between the United

States and the Dominion of Canada, and is part of

the tract of land known as the "Connecticut Western

Reserve."

THE I8LAK1I NOT A I'UtT OF THE FIRE-LA XI)*.

Upon the survey of the Fire-lands, some of the

grantees claimed that the south shore of Sandusky

bay should be their north line. But this claim the

Western Reserve Land Company resisted, ami con-

tended that the said Fire-lands should be bounded on

the north by the territoriail line (the northern boun-

dary of the Reserve), w hich was also the line of boun-

dary between the United States and Canada, and.

therefore, should include in the Fire-lands the islands

of Lake Erie lying east of the west Mm- of the West-

ern Reserve tracts, and south of the territorial line.

The islands Thus situated were Islam! Xo. 6. also

known as Cunningham's (now Kelley's) Island and

the Ri.ss. or Put-in-B-ay Island*. The matter wa

finally compromised by the parties interested, the

Fire-land proprietors agreeing to establish, as their

north line, the Ninth shore of I^ake Erie, deducting,

however, the waters of Sandusky Ray.

The Peninsula of Marble Head, in Dunbar? town-

ship and a part of Van Reusnlaei' township, both

now in Ottawa county, were, by this compromise, in-

cluded in the Fire-land-, although, like the elands,

were not considered of any particular value. Thus

the Mass Islands and Cunningham's Islands, though

lying directly north of the Fire-land- and between

that tract and the territorial line, were thrown out

and never became a part of the Fire-lands, but re-

mained a i>art of the Western Reserve. Cunning-

ham'* Island, therefore, still remaining a part of the

Western Reserve, was held by the company, as were

-onie other townships, as an "equalising" township

so-called. The origin of these equalizing townships

was. that in dividing the laud of the Reserve com-

pany among the different proprietors, the divisions

were necessarily somewhat unequal, and these equal-

izing townships were divided pro rata among rack as

• l!T Wrn S W«U

i it was supposed had not received their share in the

division.

Thus Cunningham's Island, which at that time

was supposed to be of little value, was divided in lots

among the different individuals who were proprietors

in the Western Reserve Land Company or their heirs,

to whom, in this division of the Western Reserve

land, the township of Carlisle, then in Huron, now in

Lorain county, had been set off, and to which town-

ship the island had been annexed for equalizing pur-

poses. The cedar and mulberry stakes and trees

marking the lineg and corners of the lot9 into which

the island was divided (thirteen in number) are some

of them still standing, and one. a mulberry stake

marking the comers of three low, bearing the sur-

veyor's mark and date of March, 1819. plainly legible,

was in its place a year or two since.

This survey of the islands was made by Judge

Jabez Wright, of Huron, and the aggregate number

j

of acres in the thirteen lots, into which the islands

was divided, was twenty-eight hundred and eighty-

eight.

The data contained in the foregoing were obtained

from several sources, bat mostly from records of lands

of the Reserve, preserved in the archives of the State

of Connecticut, at Hartford.

We now leave the beaten tracks of recorded history

and statistics, and emerge upon the fields of personal

narrative and tradition.

The following narrative from the personal recollec-

tions of Mr. Henry Ellithorpe, and the recollections

aud traditions of those who preceded him as inhabit-

ants of the islands, will be found of interest to many
of the present day, particularly these who will recog-

nize the location;, named, and is doubtless as authen-

tic as any information that can be obtained at this

late day, in the absence of any manuscript or other

records. Such of the incidents as arc related as

coming under the personal observation of Mr. Elli-

thorpe can be relied upon; and the discrepancies and

inaccuracies that may occur will be those in which

tradition takes the place of personal observation, and

perhaps in some of the date-, as we must not look for

entire accuracy in dates where no written record was

kept, and when some of the dates, like portions of the

narrative. ;-.re also traditionary.

CUXJnXQHAH,

The fir.«t white settler upon the island, of whom
anything is known, was a Frenchman b\ the name of

Cunningham. He was an Indian trader, so called.
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buying of the Indians their furs, maple sugar and

peltry, and furnishing them in exchange such articles

M 'i
" needed or fancied, as blankets, trinkets, and

dso whisky, in those days considered a sta-

the stock of an Indian trader. This

iie to the island about the year 1808.

.1 now be ascertained. He madeu small

j built a cabin, or trading shanty, near the

corner of the present Estes farm; remained i

111 the year 1812, about the time of the declara- I

jf war with Great Britain, which was on the

i of June of the year when he left. There is a
|

geud that he became involved in an affray with the

Indians in which he was badly wounded but escaped

to the peninsula where he soon after died of his

wounds. But this was not sustained (according to

Mr. Ellithorpe) by the accounts of Poschile and Bebo,

who, it will hereafter be seen, came to the island

some two years after Cunningham, and who claimed

that lie left the island at the same time they did. upon

the breaking out of the war of 1812, and that he was

killed in some one of the skirmishes with British and

Indians on the iHjninsula.

From this man Cunningham the island look its

name, not because he held any claim of ownership,

but merely to distinguish it from the other islands in

the vicinity. It, however, retained the name, "Cun-

ninghanrs Islaud," was known by no other, was so

put down on the maps of the State and of the I'nited

States, until it was erected into a township of Erie

county, and its name changed to t>he one it now bears,

by act of the legislature, passed January 21, 18-ki, as

in the course of this history will hereafter appear.

POSCHILE AWD BEBO.

In the year 1910, two other Frenchmen (heretofore

referred to), Poschile and Bebo, settled upon the

island. Bebo cleared a piece of land, and built a

cabin on the southwest point of the island, a little I

to the north of what is now known as Carpenter's

maple grove. Poschile also made a clearing, which

extended from the ravine near the residence of W.

8. Webb, to a point near the present site of X.

Kclley & Co's upper wharf.

The road running along the south shore of the

island is north of the site of his cabin, which has long

since been washed away by the waters of the, lake.

Bebo and Poschile both left the island in 1812. The
former was taken prisoner by the Indians, during the

war, but made his escape, or was released, and re-

turned to the peninsula. Both of these persons died

some years since. At the time of the war. and while

in command of the "Army of the Northwest," General

Harrison kept a guard stationed on the west point of

the island, for the purpose of observing the move-

ments of the British and Indians on the lake. The
camp occupied by this guard was situated upon the

clearing made by Bebo. and in 1828 the cedar tent

stakes were yet standing, marking the site of t he en-

campment.

It was in the harbor, on the south side of the

island, making preparations for the anticipated con-

flict, which followed on the 10th day of September,

1814, that Perry lay with his fleet for a time previous

to that event. Here he received on board the Thirty-

six Ohio, Pennsylvania and Kentucky volunteers

from General Harrison's army; and here lie was visited

by General Harrison, who was accompanied by his

aids, Cass and McArthur. for the purpose of holding

an interview in relation to the ex|iected naval engage-

ment, ever afterwards known as the "'Battle of Lake

Erie," which resulted so gloriously to the American

flag, and which, being followed by the victory of

Harrison, on the Thames, over the British and

Indians, under Proctor and Tecumseh, virtually

closed the war.

K I [.I.AM.

It is not known that there were any persons resid-

ing on the island permanently from the time Cun-

uiugham. Poschile and BcJ>o left, in 1812. until the

year 1818, when a man. named Killitm. came to the

island with his family and one or two men. The
houses which had been built on the island, by the set-

tlers who preceded him, having been burned duriug

the war, Killani built a cabin on the Poschile clearing,

a short distance northeast from the site of the Poschile

cabin. The foundation of the chimney, of the Killani

house, is still visible.

The steamboat "Watk-iu-the-Water," the first ever

built upon the lakes, was built, or "came out" this

year (1818). and Killam was employed in furnishing

her with fuel, which had to be "boated out" to

the steamer; the timber was all red cedar, ami was

cut, the most of it, from the west half of lot

six. the preseut county road, known as "Division

street." bounding the eastern edge of the "slash," or

clearing made in cutting the wood. About the time

that Killani moved to the island (in 1818), a Captain

Coit also came, with a sail boat, and found partial

employment in ferrying passengers to and from San-

dusky and the island for the steamboat, as the latter

did not go into Sandusky every trip, but sent and re-

ceived her Sandusky and Venice passengers in this

way,—the latter, it is said, having, at that time, been

as important a point as the former.

The " Walk-iu-the-Water " was wrecked on the VJth

of October, 1820, having gone ashore at Point Albino,

and the trade in cedar wood was destroyed, as was also

the passenger business, at least so far as the foreign

travel by the steamboat was concerned, and it is not

probable that the local trade in that line was very

heavy or remunerative at that early day.

Killam and his familv left the island in the vear

1820. after the loss of " The Steamboat," as, being

the first and only one, she was distinctively called, as

did also Captain Coit. and it is not known that there

were any permanent residents here until the vear

182C.
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BARNCM ASH GRUMMETS.

There were, however, at times, between these (lutes,

two men on the island who had been employed by

Killam in getting out wood, but they could hardly

be called residents after Killam's departure, as they

made the island their home only as their necessities

required, for the purpose of "appropriating" cedar

and disposing of it in exchange for the necessaries of

life, one large item <>f which with them was whisky.

The names of the parties were Barnum and Grum-
mets, as the latter was called, though this, it is said,

was not his true name.

Barnum, after Killam's departure, built a cabin

on what has ever since, from that circumstance, been

called Barnum's Point, on the east end of the island,

the location being not far from the beach on the .1.

E. Woodford farm. The bottom, or foundation logs,

of red cedar, still mark the site of this cabin, a few

rods northeast of the former residence of Mr. Wood-
ford.

Some difficulty having avisen between these parties

a bitter antagonism ensued, which resulted in the

killing of Grummets by Barnum, as the latter stated

it, by his shooting the former with a rifle at a mo-

ment when he (Grummets) was, rifle in hand, watch-

ing an opportunity to kill Barnum as he made his

appearauee at the door of his cabin. One cause of

the trouble was stated to be a quarrel over some cedar.

Auother was saiil to be in relation to a certain female

who occasionally came to the island, and lived with

Barnum. It is probable that both bail their influ-

ence. Barnum himself informed authorities of the.

killing: an examination was had, and he was dis-

charged, there being no evidence beside his own
and he claiming justification in the plea of self-de-

fense. He stated that he disposed of the body of

Grummets by placing it in a leaky skiff, which, bal-

lasted with a quantity of stone sufficient to insure its

sinking when it should reach deep water, he sent

adrift during the prevalence of a strong southwest

wind, thus precluding the possibility of Grummets
troubling him any further. There was also a legend

that the body of Grummets was found on the island

at a place privately indicated by Barnum. and that it

was taken possession of by a, then, prominent San

dusky physician for anatomical purposes. The killing

of Grummets occurred in the latter part *>f 1825 or

early in 1826. Barnum was living, a few years since,

at some place in Connecticut.

FIRST PERMANENT LETTERS.

In 1826, Elisha Ellis and Peter Shook obtained from

Eld red, (one of the original proprietors under the

Western Reserve Company), contracts for two small

pieces of land situated in the southwest corner of lot

ten. These contracts comprised a part of the farm

now owned by dames Estes,— Ellis* lands being lo-

cated on the cast part of the Estes' farm, and Shooks'

on the west. Ellis built a bouse on his lot, and with

his wife moved into it. The chimney foundations of

this house were visible a few years since a short dis-

tance east of Mrs. Estes' former residence. Shook

never settled upon the island ; in fact, never re-

turned after his purchase, made no payments nor

j

improvements, thus forfeiting his contract. In 1827

Mr. Ellis and wife, and Samuel Beardsley and wife,
' (who lived in the house with Ellis), composed the

total of the inhabitants of the island. In February of

1828 Mrs. Beardsley died, and was buried on the

banks of the lake, a short distance cast of the house.

In June of 1828. Mr. Henry Ellithorpe came to the

island for the purpose of etigaging in the business

of raising stock, the entire territory being then a

"free commons.

"

During the fall of this year, two young ladies,

neices of Mrs. Ellis. Mary Kellogg and Abigail

Brooks (who came to the Island j during the preced-

ing summer), were taken sick at the house of Mr.

Ellis. Mary Kellogg died and was buried near Mrs.

Beardsley. Abigail Brooks was taken to Sandusky

and died there soon after her removal. The place of

interment of Mrs. Beardsley and Mary Kellogg has

long since disappeared, having been washed away by

the encroachment of the waters of the lake.

During the winter of 1828-Sl Mr. Ellis and wife.

Mr. Henry Ellithorpe, and Frank Saunders, who
worked for Ellis, were the only inhabitants.

In the summer of 1829, Ira B. Henderson and

family moved to the island, remained a short time,

and left. During the winter of 1829-30 Mr. Ellis

and wife, Henry Ellithorpe and E. T. Smith, (known

as "Tinker Smith.") formed the total population, the

latter having come here during the preceding sum-

mer or fall. In June of 1830, Nicholas Haskins and

wife, and eight or nine children, and soou after

Luther Ladd, wife and four children, and William

Goodwin, wife and three children, became residents

of the island. Haskins built a cabin near the west

edge of the South Pond, on the site known as the

"Old Burying ("round" on the farm of Addison

Kelley. Ladd built near the point where the Hunt-

ington Quarry Railroad truck crosses the road, and

Goodwin moved into the house built and occupied by

Killam.

On the 80th of December. L830, Henry Ellithorpe

was married, at Sandusky, to Elizabeth Seal. He re-

turned to the island with his wife in January, 1831.

crossing on the ice with an span of horses and sleigh,

and also bringing with him six head of cattle. Mr.

Ellithorpe and wife lived in the same house with Mr.

Ellis during the balance of the winter, and in the

spring of 1831 he built a cedar house on the bank of

the lake, on the south side a few rods west of the

mouth of the creek known as the " Tiber." into which

he moved about the middle of April. 1831. In this,

house was born on the sixth day of October, 1832.

Cyrus Ellithorpe. son of Henry and Elizabeth Elli-

thorpe, "The first white child born on the Island,**

according to the narrative of Mr. Ellithorpe.
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r4**v fapf
s in i Kelut, .laughter of Saoiiiel ami Mary Wellrr l>. an, wa* horn »i Wot-

fi«l<l. Mas*
,
April A, 1780; removed to Martinsburg. M, V , while quite young.

At ago of twenty-two > --ars wu married to Uatua hsllsy, ami ronHived
'lii' i ' 1 1 v to txockport, Uhlu, wh»r* aha Head twenty-live yoars, one of llie fore-

uioat women In acta of benevolence, anil In letting direr and assistance to tin*

ilcspotuicnt In lb* trials ami privations <»f their imiit homes In the wilderness.
She would often take her baby In her Ian and ride, on horaehack, six or eight
nillaa to • nvighbor'a to take ear* of the sick. Her example in industry and
economy had much to do in molding eoclety, and in its culture and ndvance-
rati

In IMS the family moved to Cunningham*! Island (now Kcl ley's), where »b»
again t'umuienced a pioneer lire, and the only nurse und doctor for many
yea re. The number of namaaakea ihe has In various families on the Island is

a testimonial of the high esteem In which she waa regarded. She died March
HI, I MX, having survived her golden wedding three yean.

l>aniel Kelley, Jr., waa a clothier, had some Interest in a grltt-mlll, and was
III comfortable clrcaruatajicea for the thin a In which he lived

j hut finding him-
aelf bliaaad with a large family of growing boys,—six In number,—to better

their fortune he resolve*] to try life In • new country, and In the winter of
ITUy, whan Itat its waa but one year old, he moved with his family to Lowville,

V V Here Dalits remained until Ik wa* twenty-two years of age, when, be-

lieving Isowrlll* too frsily a region for prosperous agriculture, he coucladcd.
In bis tarn, to migrate and seek a new and better country ; consequently we
And that, in the spring of ISIo, he look his |atck n|*oo his back and starteil oat

foul for llie West, prospecting. He arrived in Chtcland, then a mere vtllug*

of three or four hundred souls and containing tour frame lu>u*es, on July 1,

1-1". lie did nut, however, find a place thai entirely pleased him, and returned
to l»wvtlle the same season. He seetiual, however, not to have been dis-

couraged in seeking for a home In the West, for we find him the next spring,

again on foul, with hit pack, at Oswego, from whenc« he Bailed to [.awiaton,

and from there walked to lllack ltock, and look a veasel for Cleveland, where
lie arrived in May. This time be waa a* unsuccessful as before in finding a
phi. e lli.it >iil!od his idea of a home, hot waa so well pleased with the country
In general thai he concluded lo return home, take to himself a wife, and run
lite risk of finding th« desired location afterward; trusting, as nit scnsM-h-

swains should, in the greater wisdoui of woman to "guide lo the right place."

Aug. .1, 1911. the family record states |
Itatus Kelley mariied Sam In-un. of

Martiusburg, V V. The following year Mr. Kelley and Itelc, with a Miss
Dssau, sister of Mrs. Kelley, sailed for Cleveland, in the schooner " Zciiliyr."

They anchored oil tile mouth of the Cuyahoga, ami Were landed, together
with their freight. Ill small boats, and at on. c commenced h.-ai., keeping In a
warehouse until the right spot could be found lo locate a farm. This waa
found alsjul eight miles wesl of Cleveland, oil 1th* lake shore. Here he pur-
chases! one hundred and sixty-four acres of land, at S-I.le per acre. The place

la now known as the nQaay, We**! farm " Tit* family Immediately moved
into a little cabin on an adjoining farm until a house could be built, which
link Just ten days. At Ibis time there waa no nearer relllemenl uii the east

than Clevelaitd, and on the weal than Bhuk Hjvcr, twenty miles away. The
j

Indiitna swanusj along the shore In summer, hut dtaap|swre*l lu winter.

When Ihe (leat fright which followed Hull's surrender swept along Ihe
•hole of Iji. Erie and depopulated all tile settlements, Mr. Kelley thought
the Indians too friendly to do much harm, and did not leave his home; hut
niece be pulled the latch-string ill, and put a nail over the latch for safe!),

hut never repeated It; ever after his Utch-sli lug hung outside, and fitrnd or
foe could walk In or out at any time of day or night.

lu U13, Mr. Kelley wa* drafted, hot hired Chester l>ewn as a substitute,

paying hlin his wages In addition to his pay fr-ra the government. Times were
hard, - Hour oat f ."" |»sr barrel, ier) pool toitoti-vloth 7"> rents per yurd, and

everything else in proportion. Mr. KclU-v realded hare twenty years, during
which lime be converted his ftir.xt home Into u beautiful and well-regulated
farm. I luring a part of Ibis time he assisted in making surveys of portions
of the " lli-serve."

Ill the year HD, l>alua Kelley, in connection with his brother I rail, bought
Cunningham's Island now Kdley'iO, In Lake Erie, with the view or bringing
Into market the red cedar timber with which much of the Island w"* 'hen
covered. At tills) time there were only throe or four families (artuatters; on the
Islutid, and only aix acres of cleared land. Ills tripe front his home, in Itock-
port, lo the Island were usually tnado on foot to the point on the main laud,
where he look boats for Ihe island.

In lK«i, Mr. Kelley moved his family lo bis island home, where he melded,
surrounded by his children and children's children, until his death. Ilia

first effort, by way of public improvements, was In Istilldifig docks for a
steamboat landing, which were coulluencvd In 1(1X5, and much eularged In
I-.;-,

He always maintained that education ami habits of industry and sobriety
were, essential means to success in life, and lunch of the n?i*tperlty of tbe
island Is due to lila precepts and example In these matters. Hence, a> *sm -n

ai lib docks were made to answer the puriaaac, he turned lib attention to Ihe
erection of a aehool-huu—. This was Ihe first frame building on the Island,
and waa erected at the expense of the two brother*. The house is still stand-
ing, north of George Keiley'a. Ills achool-daya were moatly spent In a n--w
country

;
hence Ilia achia il-house education was somewhat neglected, but his

to.
i ling waa su extensive thai few ha«l a more general knowledge of history

and geography, or of scientific and religion* subjects. As an evidence of the
Interest Mr. Kelley fait lu matters of public education, In Its unrestricted sense,
he left behind him an enduring testimonial, lie erected at hi* own e\j. i>»-

a commodious and neatly finished and furnished stone chapel or hall Tills
lie gav* Into keeping of trustees, to be used by Ihe islander* for echoed pin-
|aa*ee. and for all worthy ol ject*, la.tli religious and secular.
As doer of the faith that was in him. Mr. Kelley was an energetic, practical

man, and generally worked out his buslnea* plan* successful ly, insomuch thai
for many of Ihe last years of his lifo ho waa In easy circumstance*. In hi*
moral convictions he wa* strictly hotie*t aud upright, ami had a great desire
for the well -being of his fellow-men. Palm Kelley died Jan, 24, 15430, aged
seventy-seven year* and nine inotitlu.

Joseph Kelley married Lydla l*ird, und wa* among Ihe Brat settlers of
Norwich, Conn,

Insole] Kelley, Sr., son of Joseph, wo* born III 1724, and married Abigail
Reynolds, at Norwich. L'onu.

Panic), Jr., son of Uaiiiel, Sr., was born at Norwich. Nov. 27, 17A.'>, and mar-
ried Jemima Stow, lie died al cleteland, nhio, Aug. 7, 1IW1, at the age or
at-vonly-alx year*.
Hutu* Kelley. son of lunlel, Jr., was horn at Ml.I.llctown. Conn., April 21.

ITaH lie married Kara lienn. Aug. It, lr-ll at Martiusburg, N. Y. She was
'in. April ft, I7ltu, al Weslfh-ld, Mass. Tliey had born H them Aildlaon,
June II, IMJ, be inarrie-l Ann Marilla Millard, <Krt. 12, l«T; they had l- rtt

to them live children. Julius, Isirn r*el>. :t, 1-1 and marred Mary A. Hitch-
Mk, Mars h 1H.KI; have had four children. I*anirl,b»rn Sept. 2Ti, IM"i,aud
diesj Jan. 4, l*3«. Samuel. Isou June;i!, IM7.auddi*0 Aug. IB, l«l«. Cmeline,
l-.rn June l'i, 1M0 ; married lio-rge C. Huntingl.in, Nov V, IKI7; had four
rhildren. Caroline, l.irn April l£ l«:l ; married < halh-s < srpenter, Nov.
7, IHI4; have hail f-oir children, lietsey, la>rn In IK, IH^.1; mairliHl Wm
H. Webb. Kept, lu, Isi;, ; have hast Hues- ibihlren. Alfred f , l-orn lh-r "\
l-.'ii; married Hannah Farr, May 21. |s,V7

; have one child William 1> , tmn
Sept. 7. Itali| iiiairls-l l.id.a U-uiiiigt..ii. Aug. 7, and i*es-..n,l < married
Marvclln Kan, March V", 1*14 i

have |tra chlldleli.
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The site of this house, originally six or eight rods

from the bank of the lake, lias disappeared—the red

ceilar logs, of which the house was built, having been

cut up and sold f«- fence posts nearly thirty years

after its erecti- >vill be observed that ill the state-

ment, t>- Kllithorpe was the Brat white

chi' ' ', . 1 i. >t "'the narrative of Mr. Elli-

Iu this connection it is as

as a legend that in the fall

». a .ill his wife came to the is-

tnake it their home, that during

J.irs. Allen and her child, a day or two

.-•a, and were buried by the husband and father,

• no, by this calamity, was left the only living being

upou the island: that after performing alone and un-

assisted the mournful duty of the interment of his

w ife and child he left, and it is not known that he

ever returned. Of course, as at this late day any

verification of this statement is impossible, it must be

treated as a legend, and not as history.

In April of 1833, Benjamin A. Xapier moved to

the island with his family, and bringing with him five

or six men, who came with the ostensible purpose of

working for him. Xapier had. in the summer of

1 834, visited the island, and warned the inhabitants

that (as he claimed ownership) they were all tres-

passers upon his property, and that he should treat

them as such by ejecting them from the island at no

distant day.

In consequence of the location being considered

unhealthy; Mr. Ellis had, in the fall of 1834, vacated

his own house, moving into the same house with

Goodwin, and Xapier, upon his arrival in the spring

of 1833, had taken possession of the Ellis house,

which he occupied until October of the same year,

when he was ejected therefrom by legal process by

D. and I. Kelley, who had previously acquired, by

purchase, whatever of interest Ellis might have held

in the property. The land they had purchased of

Eldred, and Ellis held only a claim for improvements,

or perhaps that of occupation by contract. This pur-

chase and transfer of Ellis' right was for the purpose

of acquiring possession, in order to enable them to

take legal measures for the ejectment of Xapier. But

we have anticipated somewhat in this matter of the

ejectment of Xapier, and it becomes necessary for the

preservation of chronological order to retrace our

steps.

In June of 1833, Burr Hig^'ins and Captain Judah

\V. Ransom, of Sandusky, held an interview at Xor-

walk with the agents of some of the principal owners

of Cunningham's island, with a view to its purchase,

if satisfactory terms, title, etc., could be obtained.

This jnterview, after some negotiation,' was unpro-

ductive of results, and no purchase was effected.

Among the agents of the owners present at the inter-

view at Xorwalk was Mr. Allen, son-in-law of General

Perkins, of Warren, the latter of whom was one of the

largest owners of lands of the island.

05

THE ADVENT OF THE KELLEYS.

Upon Mr. Allen's return home, he introduced the

subject of the sale of the island to Mr. Irad Kelley,

of Cleveland, recommending the purchase as a good

investment. The latter, it appears, had for some
time been favorably impressed with the future value

of the property, and hail called the attention of his

brother, Mr. Datus Kelley, of Kockport, to the mat-

t.-r, and upon this application of Mr. Allen they con-

cluded to, and did, visit the island with reference to

its purchase.

The difficulties that followed the advent of Xapier

upon the island, that beset the inhabitants consequent

upon his claim of ownership, the seizure of their

stock, etc., without legal process, and, as they

claimed, without the shadow of equitable right, ren-

dered it imperative that something should be done to

put a stop to this forcible appropriation of their prop-

erty. They were naturally, therefore, very anxious

that some one should purchase the island, in order by

this means to have the matter of title definitely set-

tled. They claimed none themselves, not even that

of squatters on unoccupied lands, but they did claim

ownership in the stock which they had raised and

were pasturing at "free commons" upon the island.

Upon the arrival, therefore, of the Messrs. Kelley

upon their visit for examination, it may be readily

assumed that the interested parties were not backward

in pointing out the desirability of the purchase. It

is probable that they did not require it to lie thus im-

pressed upon them. However that may be, the result

of the visit of Messrs. Datus and Irad Kellev was

that they concluded to purchase, provided satisfactory

terms and titles could be obtained.

Asa result of their investigations, the first purchase

of lands on the islands were effected, as appears by

date of contract, on the twentieth day of August,

1833, of John A. and Mary Rockwell, and Alfred E.

Perkins, through Simon Perkins, their attorney, and

consisted, as detailed in said contracts, of lots num-
bered " two, three, four. five, six and seven, and the

west part of lot eight, and containing fourteen hundred

and forty-four and ninety-two-hundredths acres," or

almost one half the total area of the island, for

which they paid two thousand one hundred and sixty-

seven and thirty-five hundredths dollars, or one dollar

and fifty cents per acre.

Other purchases then followed, until the fee of the

entire remainder of the islands was obtained (through

the principals or their attorneys) of the different

owners, these subsequent purchases having been

effected as fast as the names of the different owners,

or their agents, could Ik? ascertained, within a short

time following the date of the original purchase.

Upon obtaining possession of the island, the Messrs.

Kellev proceeded to effect the expulsion therefrom of

Benjamin A. Xapier, by ejectment, from the lauds,

upon which he had no legal or equitable claim, the

|Mi>session of whirl, he attempted forcibly to retain.
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These proceeding* led to a protracted litigation, in

which the question of title was thoroughly investi-

gated by the courts, and eventuated in a more full

and satisfactory confirmation of the same to the

purchasers. Perhaps these would have been obtained

had no such controversy arisen. Still the claimant

persisted in his illegal acts until a conviction oti a crim-

inal charge, and narrow escape from the consequences

thereof, induced his final absence from the neighbor-

hood.

During the fall of the year 1833, was erected

a double log house, for a boarding house, which stood

upon the bank immediately in front of the site of the
'• Island House." Mr. Luther Dodge, with his fam-

ily, occupied the boarding house upon its completion,

he having been apiwiiited superintendent of the

interests of the Messrs. Kelley, and having moved to

the island a short time previously. During the

wiuter of this year, the present wood dock was

commenced, and enough completed to afford a landing

for steamboats, w hich, in the following spring, com-

menced "wooding" therefrom. During the year

following, Mr. Julius Kellev, son of Mr. Datus

Kelley, was in charge, and was succeeded by his

brother, Mr. Addison Kelley, who, from that date

uutil the removal to the island of Mr. Datus Kelley,

in 1830, remained in charge of the business of the

firm.

A short time after the building of the south side

wood dock, was built the stone dock at the north

side, and, a few years subsequently, by Horace Kelley.

the dock uow'owued by Mr. Charles Carpenter.

OKOAXIZATION.

At this date, and up to the winter of 183T-8, the

island constituted a portion of the township of Dan-

bury, and was included within the limits of Huron

county. During the winter of 183T-S, was created

the county of Eric, and the island, as a part of Dan-

bury township, was set off into that county.

On the 21st of January. 1840, iu accordance with

the prayer of a petition to the legislature to that

effect, it was enacted that "'all that tract and terri-

tory of land known as Cunningham's Island, situated

on the south side of Lake Erie, within the county of

Erie, be and the same is, hereby constituted a town-

ship to be known and distinguished as the township

of Kellev's Island."

By section second of the same act. the islands,

known as the Bass Islands, were constituted a town-

ship called Van Ronsalaer, in the said county of Erie.

On the 6th of March, 1*40, was passed the act

creating the county of Ottawa, which county in-

cluded within its boundaries the new island town-

ships of Kellev's Island and Van Reusalaer.

The llr-t election for organization as the town-hip

of Kellev's Island, was hold mi "the first Monday in

April." 1840. The total number of votes polled was

fifteen. Chester Stocking. Walter Beardsley and

KphraimT. Smith were appointed judges, and George

"C. Huntington and Addison Kelley. clerks. Addison

Kelley, Oliver Emory and Walter Beardsley were

elected trustees: Horace Kelley, treasurer: Datus

Kelley, clerk: John Titus and Hezekiah Bickford,

overseers of the poor: Chester Stocking. George Wires

and Henry Provost, fence viewers: Joseph Willett.

constable: Henry Harris, supervisor of highways.

George C. Huntington was elected justice of the

peace, his bonds being tiled and accepted on the 8th

of June following.

Iu May. 1840, "An election was also held for county

officers for the new county of Ottawa, and the re-

turns duly made to the temporary seat of justice al

Port Clinton."

As the population of the island increased, and as its

business connections, from its geographical position,

were entirely with Sandusky (nothing but legal,

township, and jury matters calling the inhabitants to

Port Clinton), its political connection with Ottawa

county became very irksome, and determination was

formed to effect a separation therefrom, and its rein-

statement as a township of Erie county. A petition

was, therefore, presented to the legislature to that ef-

ffect, and iu February. 1845. was passed by that body ,

an act which " set off that tract and territory of land

j

known us the township of Kellev's Island into the

county of Erie." Thus, within the space of some
saven years, or from the winter of 183? and 1838 to

that of 1844 and 1845, the island formed a component

part of two townships and four counties, counting

Erie, first and second time as two, and it is remarked,

"that of four children of Mr. Addison Kelley, born

in thf nam? ho it si\ no two were natives of the same

township and county." But, as in detailing the his-

tory of the organization of the township, the natural

order has been anticipated, return will lie made to u

few events that occurred prior to that date.

THE IMIMIOVF.MKKT AND tJROtt'TII OF THE ISLAND.

The Messrs. Kelley, after perfecting their title to

the fee of the entire island, and obtaining possesion

of the same, commenced a system of improvements,

in the building of wharves, etc., to facilitate the sale

of the products of the island, such us. woo-, cedar,

stone, etc.

Aware that the encouragement of emigration would

the more rapidly develop the resources and enhance

the value of their purchase, they at once proceeded

I

to place their lands in marker, at fair prices, and upon

liberal terms of payment, at the same time endeavor-

ing to make judicious discrimination as to charac

ter for thrift, industry, etc., of such of tin' >ettlersas

might wish to become purchasers. The result of this

care has ever been apparent.

The e irliest purchasers of lauds directly from Dr.

I. Kelley. were Addison Kelley, John Titus, Jam -s

Hamilton. Julius Keller, Horace Kelley. J. EL

Woodford. G. C. Huntington, Patrick Martin. Ber-

nard MeGcttigati. S. S. Duelle ami James Este».

tie of whom, oi t hot i de»c ndants, air still on npy-
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CHARLES CARPENTER

Charles Carpenter, n prominent citizen of Kellej's Isl-

and, where he has resided for over thirty-five years, was

born at Norwich, Conn., Oct. 19, 1810. His ancestor,

on his father's side, came to America in the ship Bevis,

about 1G55.

His father, Gardner Carpenter, a resident of Nor-

wich, Conn., was for a short time paymaster under

flcncral Washington ; was postmaster

of Norwich for fifteen years; was an

extensive merchant and ship-owner in

the West India and European trade

;

but, by disasters at sea during 1812-15,

lost nearly all his property. He died

April 26, 1815.

He married Mary Huntington, Oct.

29,1791. This lady, mother of Charles

Carpenter, was descended from the first

white mole child born in Southeastern

Connecticut.

The Carpenter family were heirs to

the great Carpenter estate in England,

and the family coat-of-arms is cut upon

some of the tombstones in Massachu-

setts.

Mr. Carpenter was a prominent hor-

ticulturist, and was ap|K>intcd by the

0 rape-growers' Association to represent

to the Ohio Legislature the necessity of

obtaining and publishing the grape sta-

tistics of the State, to which was also added ogricultural

statistics as now taken. He assisted F. 11. Elliott in organ-

izing the fruit and floral department of the first Ohio

State Fair at Cincinnati, and has since been identified

more or less w ith it,—frequently solicited to superintend

it. He is uti honorary member of the Cincinnati and

Other horticultural societies.

From an early day he took a deep

interest in the artificial propagation of

fish ; was active and prominent in in-

ducing the State to experiment in the

propagation of white-fish, and at pres-

ent has charge of the branch of the

State Fish Hatchery, on Kelley's Isl-

and. He was an enthusiastic advocate

of grape-culture, and the pioneer in

this portion of Ohio, having planted

the first acre of grapes on the island
;

and, perhaps, no person has had a

greater variety under cultivation at one

time-

Charles Carpenter married Caroline

Kellcy, second daughter of Putus and

Surah Kellcy, at Kelley's Island, Nov.

7, 1844. Mr. Carpenter resides on tho

farm purchased by him nearly thirty*

five years ago. Much of the success in

fruit-culture, to which Kelley's Island

is largely devoted, is due to him.
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ing portion* of the land pnrehased at that early day.

That the possibilities of the future of the islands,

high as was the estimate put upon them at that time,

were not fully appreciated, w;n, in after years, fully

developed. The sales of wood, cedar and stone,

repaid many times the amount of the entire purchase,

and the tillable land, a strong limestone soil, proved

to be of superior quality. And though the wood and

cedar, as articles of commerce, have long since

disappeared, the stone trade, from the small beginning

of D. and I. Kelley. with one wharf, has developed

into proportions of which some idea may be formed

when it is stated, that the par value of the capital

stock of the stone companies was. at their organiza-

tion, about two hnndred thousand dollars, the business

furnishing employment to over one hundred men.

GRAPE « TI.Tl RE.

But another element, not at that time appreciated,

because unknown, was destined to enter into the ques-

tion of future values, and effect an entire revolution in

the agricultural prospects, business and pursuits of

the people. It had been observed that at many places

on the island, wild gn^te vines were abundant, of

unusual size and thrifty growth. Acting upon this

observation, Mr. Datns Kelley, about the year 1842,

procured a number of vines of the Isabella and
Catawba variety, from Rockport, his former residence,

and setting them in his garden, developed in due
time the adaptability of the islands, both as to soil

and climate, to the culture of the grape.

Mr. Charles Carpenter, who had purchased the

farm of Horace Kelley, and who was a practical fruit

cultnrist. looming impressed with the importance of

the grape culture, and sanguine of its success on the

island, set out the first acre of gra|M>s planted as a

field crop, and enthusiastically urged his neighbors to

do likewise. The first wine from the product of

hi* vineyard was made in 1*50, in the old log house,

his former residence, with such primitive appliances

in the shape of press, etc.. as were at his command.
The effect of the demonstration that the grape

culture would be successful were soon apparent.

Small vineyards, the nucleus of larger ones, dotted

the island. Large profits for a time insulted from
the sale of the fruit, packed in boxes for table use.

Farms divided in five and ten acre lots, were parcelled

out to different owners, the price of land, under the

impetus thus given it, advanced three to four hun-
dred |>er cent., and within a few years there were

nearly one thousand acre- set to vines. The excess

of supply over demands, for table use, as also in the

quality of the crop for that purpose, directed attention

to the manufacture of wine, and there were, in course

of time, erected on the island, cellars, which, includ-

ing those of the Kelley's Island Wine Company, are

capable of storing half a million gallons of wine.

The present average crop of grapes is about seven

hundred tons, nearly all of which is manufactured
into wine. In 1800, was organized, the Kelley's Island

Wine Company, having u capital of one hundred thon-

j sand dollars, and posse-sing, by the terms of its char-
1 ter, the privilege of increasing it-* capital stock totwo

hundred thousand dollars. The cellar built and

owned by Mr. Charles Carpenter was rented by the

company, and the manufacture of wiue commenced
therein in the fall of the above named year. The
officers of the company were: Addison Kelley, presi-

dent; George C. Huntington, secretary; A. S. Kelley,

treasurer: and C. W. Farciot, superintendent. The
business proving very successful, it was deemed ad-

visable by a majority of the stockholders to increase

the capital stock to the full amount allowed by the

charter. Accordingly, in 1871, books were opened

for subscriptions to the new stock. Very nearly the

full amount was soon taken, and a new and larger

cellar, in addition, was built, with all the improve-

ments and appurtenances necessary to the prosecution

of the business on a large scale.—the cellars, when fin-

ished, having a storage capacity of some four hun-

dred thousand gallons, and being, in point of capacity

and completeness of machinery and outfit, the finest

establishment devoted to the manufacture of wine in

the State. The officers of the company at the time

of the increase of capital stock, were: Addison Kelley,

president: Norman Kelley. rice president: A. S.

Kelley. secretary: Erastus Huntington, treasurer, and
('. W. Farciot. superintendent.

On the 30th of August. 187i;. the upper stories of

the two cellars, which were adjoining, were destroyed

by tire, entailing a heavy loss (with no insurance) on

the company. New roofs were immediately placed

upon the two buildings, the machinery placed in the

first one. where the business of pressing was resumed

and where it has since remained. The lower rooms

of each cellar being arched, were not injured by the

fire, and are now nsed, as before, for the storage of

wine.

ABORKiOXAL A XTlyl'ITIES.

That the island was a favorite place of residence

and resort of the aborigonal inhabitants of the coun-

try is well established, not onlv bv the leircnds that

have descended to us from successive generations of

tho past, bat in very marked degree by the remains

of mounds, burial-places, fortifications, implements,

which are found at different points upon the island.

The residence ground! and garden of Mr. Addison

Kelley were evidently once the site of a populous

village, as the remains of broken pottery, pipes,

stones indented upon the edges—probably for use as

sinkers, for fishing lines or nets, of some kind, and

other articles of rude manufacture for household and

other purposes, found there, sufficiently attest.

On the premises of Mr. Andrew Cameron at the

west bay, are found similar evidences of occupancy

by this prehistoric race.

On the Huntington farm arc still plainly visible

the remains of a circular earth work, which, before

suffering from the encroachments of the waters of the
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lake, enclosed some seven acres of laud. The family

residence of the late O. C. Huntington stands very

nearly in the center of this enclosure.

But the most interesting, because enduring and

iutelligent, evidences of occupation of the island, bj

the predecessors of civilization, are the numerous

rocks,—"inscription" and others,—bearing upon the

surfaces, marks of the rude handiwork, of these peo-

ple of a past age.

Of many of these rocks the surfaces, are covered

with saucer-like depressions, evidently worn there in

the process of manufacturing, or grinding down with

the aid of sand, the stone hatchets or "fleshiug

knives" used by the natives, of which numbers have

been found, as the surface of the earth in the vicinity-

has been disturbed by the plow in the course of years

of cultivation.

If these mute evidences of the patient toil of the

race, who preceded the whites, as denizens of this

this region, in the preparation of the implements

necessary in the social economy of its existence, are

a matter of interest to the students of the past,

much more of interest is the study of the records of

this people, as graveu upon the "Inscription Rocks,"

when considered in the light of intelligent transla-

tion. Of these rocks, two have been discovered.

One, upon the shore of the "North Hay," has cut

upon itfl surface, merely one or two figures, smoking

pipes, andis supposed to have no particular historic

significance.

The other, on the south side, standing in the water,

near the shore, on laud formerly owned by Mr. Addi-

son Kelley (and who, in his transfer of the lands,

conditioned that "Inscription Rock" should be pre-

served from all needless injury, aud free to all vis-

itors), is an object of interest sceond to none in the

field of antiquarian research.

The following, condensed from a "pen portrait,"

by Mr. Kelley. is given as conveying an intelligent

description in a few words. This "Inscription Hock'"

lies on the south shore of Kelley's Island, in Lake

Erie, about sixty rods east of steamboat landing. The
rock is thirty-two feet in greatest length, twenty-one

feet in greatest breadth, and its surface eleven feet

anove the water in which it sets. It is part of the

same stratification as the island, from which it has

been separated by lake action. The top presents a

smooth and polished surface, like all the limestone

of this section, when the soil is removed, suggesting

the idea of glacial action: upon this surface the in-

scriptions are cut, the figures and devices are deeply

graven in the rock. Schoolcraft's "Indian Antiqui-

ties" says of it: "It is, by far. the most extensive, and

will sculptured, and best preserved inscription of the

antiquarian period ever found in America." It is in

r tie pictographic eh aracier of the natives; its leading

symbols are readily interpreted. The human figures,

t he pipe-smoking groups, and other figures, denote

tribes, negotiations, crimes anJ turmoils, which tell

a story »f thrilling interest conuected with the occu-

pation of this section by the Erics, the coming of the

Wyandots. of the final triumph of the Iroquois, and

flight of the people who have ieft their name on the

lake. In the year 1851, drawings of the inscriptions

were made by Colonel Eastman, United Slates army,

who was detailed by government, to examine them
ou the representation of General M. C. Meigs. Copies

of the inscriptions were made, aud submitted to

Shingvank, an Indian learned iu native pictography,

by whom they were deciphered and a full translation

was given, which was published in Colonel Eastman's

work, but which is too long for insertion here.

These inscriptions were first discovered about the year

1834. by Charles Omstcd, of Connecticut, who ob-

served them while trailing aud studying the glacial

groves. Since then, the rock has been visited by

thousauds of persons, and has become much worn,

and some portions of it so nearly obliterated that a

photograph, taken at this time, would give but an

imperfect repesentation of it. Still, it is yet. and

for many years must remain, an object of interest to

the antiquarian.

STEAMBOATS.

The increase of population aud business demanding

better facilities for intercourse with Sandusky than

that afforded by the sail boat, the passage by which

was uncertain, uncomfortable, and often dangerous,

the substitution of steam power became not only de-

sirable but necessary. Accordingly, on the 1st of

May. IS-I'5, under the supervision of Captain Dibble,

of Sandusky, was commenced the building of a

steamer, appropriately named at the launching the

" Islander." The "Islander" was built aud owned on

the islaud. Her topsides, deck beams, and decks

were of red cedar: her measurement was seventy-two

tons, with an upright high-pressure cngiue built by-

Camp aud Johnson, Sandusky. Her total cost was

something over six thousand dollars. She made her

first trip October 1«J, 184<i, under command of Captain

George YY. Orr, who commanded her with the excep-

tion of one season, until, becoming too small for the

business, she was sold in 1854. Upon the sale of the

"Islander," the construction of another boat was soon

after commenced. This steamer, like the "Islander."

was also built on the island by Captain Dibble, her

I model being made by Captain- Bates, of Milan. She

was named the " Island Queen;" cost eighteen thou-

sand dollars, measured one hundred and seventy-two

tons, and made her first trip in June, 1855. Her en«

gine. -similar in plan and construction to that of the

|

"Islander." was built by N. <i. Olds. The "Island

Queen" was also commanded by Captain Orr (witli

the exception of one season), until sold in 18»»C. She

was thought by some at the time of her building to

be too large for the route, but it was.demonstrated

that the contrary was the case. An episode in the

history of the " Queen" was her capture and -inking

by the rebels in September of 1864, and her recovery

I
in a comparatively uninjured condition a few days
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after her attempted destruction. This bout, like her

predecessor the " Islander." VU in commission as a

steamboat and barge for over twenty years of contin-

uous service, thus attesting the good quality of the

material and care used in their construction.

En September, 18GG, a company composed of stock-

holders in the "Oueen," and others, was formed, who

purchased the steamer "Evening Star," and placed

her on the Island route. The "Star" was a new Imat

of three hundred and forty-one tons measurement,

with a beautiful model, a low pressure beam engine,

and coHt forty-five thousand dollars, with an addi-

tional one thousand dollars expended in fitting her for

the route. Her speed was fine, and her carrying

capacity uuequaled, carrying out of Sandusky on

occasion of excursions, as many as twelve hundred

passengers at a time. She was commanded, succes-

sively by Captaius Magle, Kirby and Brown, and was,

with the "Reiudeer," belonging to the same company,

sold in 1672, since which time the islanders have held

uo interest in the steamboat route.

CHA.WOBS.

As a commentary on the changes that time has

effected in the affairs of the island, it is interest-

ing to point to the five good school buildings that

have succeeded the single small one, at which, at

an early day, the youth of the few families resident

here were instructed in the rudiments of an English

education; to the fine stone structure, built, ami

with the lot donated to the township by Datus and.

Sara Kelley, and known as Kelley's Hall, (for the

use of -which no charge was to be made unless

admission was charged for at' the door); to the four

houses of public worship, each now supporting a min-

ister, which have succeeded the old school house, and

t he discourses in which were pioneered by the reading

of Blair's sermons as a Sunday exercise, by Mr. Dutus

Kelley, Mr. Huntington and others; to the Island

House, a fine summer hotel, built in 1874, but de-

stroyed by fire in 1877, and the two hotels still receiv-

ing guests within their hospitable doors: and to the

tide of travel, that furnisTies employment to the several

fine steamers composing the different island lines.

All these considerations, unnoticed or unthought of

by the casual visitor, who only sees the current of life

as it Hows in present channels, is fully appreciated by

the early resident here, who has observed all these

changes, who now, us at that early day. still makes

this pleasant locality his home.

Biographical Sketches.

GEORGE W. WIRES,

whose portrait appears in this work, was horn at

Orangeville, Genesee county, New York. October 5,

1812. He came to Ohio, and on Kelley's Island was

married to Susan Fox, May 1G. 1S43. She was born

at Gosfield, Essex county. Ontario, Canada. To
them have been born ten children, as follows: Charles

Cook, born at Danbury. June 11, 1845; Mary J., at

Danbury, October 0. 184G, and died at North Bass,

Mr Geo. W. Wires

August 7. 1803; Adaline A., at Kellers Island. Sep-

tember, 8, 1848: Lovina E., at Danbury, September

30, 1850; William Tell, at North Bass, November 30,

1852: Simou P., at North Bass, September 12, 1854;

George W., Jr., December 9, 185G; Olive L., April

2o. 1859: Andrew J., March 16, L861; EleU Boee,

April 17, 1803.

Mr. Wires bought one hundred and thirty-seven

and one-half acres of land on North Bass, of Horace

Kelley, at five dollars per acre, and moved on to the

island, with his family, in May, 1849, and conse-

quently was the second permanent settler on the

island. They came -in a small sail boat, and landed

on the south side of the island. They had no roof to

cover their heads, but finding some boards and other

lumber, which had washed ashore, they soon made
themselves quite a comfortable shanty, by placing a

pole into a couple of crotches, and settiug the boards

eudwise against it. They found sufficient lumber to

make the sides and one end, and thus lived until a

more commodious structure, for a home, could be

built. They brought with them what was then a

great luxury, "a cook stove." This was set up out-

side the shanty, and for a table they used a barrel

with a board across the top. Thus they lived, like

kings and princes, until their new home should be

built. Mrs. Wires says, in referring to these early

times on the island, that they were happy days and

full of comfort. The eldest sou of Mr. and Mrs.

Wires, Charles Cook, married Mary Hitchcock, No-
vember 5. 18H3. She was born November 19, 1S49,

|

They have born to them: Addie Bell, November 14,
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1872; Oran, born December 9, 1874. and died in in-

fancy: George A., born August 16, 1876.

Lovina E. Wins married George W. Hallock, No-

vember 13, 187G, at North Haas. They have one

child, Edna P., born August 2, 1877. They now

live on the north side of the inland.

Mr. and Mrs. Wires are now living on neurly the

center of the island, in a beautiful home situated

amid luxuriant vineyards; and surrounded by their

children and many friends, they are content and

happy with their part and lot in life.

ROSWELL NICHOLS.

The subject of this sketch was the son of David

Nichols and Mary Johnson, and was born at Char-

mount. Franklin county. Massachusetts, December 9,

1800. Here he lived, battliug with the stern realities of

New England farm life, until he was twenty-eight years

of age. He was married to Achsah Sc ott, January 16,

1831. She was the daughter of James Scott and

Achsah Dickenson, and was born at Lebanon, New
Hampshire, March 29, 1806. They commenced their

married life at Charmount, where they lived three

years, from which place, in May, 1834, they moved

to Northfield, Ohio, where they remained ten years,

and then moved to North Bass, one of the Bass

islands, in Like Erie. They arrived here in a sail

boat, May 22, 1844. The family consisted of Mr.

and Mrs. Nichols, with one child, and Mrs. Nichols'

mother. They were the first family who settled upon

the island, and were the only family for five years.

Here they commenced actual pioneer life, with all its

hardships and privations, located as they were on an

island isolated from the outside world. In the fol-

lowing September, Mrs. Nichols' mother went back

to Northfield, and for five months Mrs. Nichols saw

no woman's face save her own. Thns, almost solitary

and alone, did they live for five years, until another

family made its appearance on the island.

They had remained but a short time on the island

when Dr. C. D. Townscnd, who now lives upon the

island, then a young man, made his appearance, as

agent for A. Champion, of Rochester, New York,

who then owned the island. Of this agent, Mr.

Nichols leased the whole island, consisting of about

eight hundred acres, for a term of ten years, the con-

sideration being that he (Nichols) should pay the

taxes.

A few years later, Mr. Nichols bought of Horace
Kelley, who had purchased the island, one hundred

and fourteen acres of land, at a little less than five
t

dollars per acre. Upon this, he built a residence,

where they now live. They have had born to them
two children: David I., born July 4, 1834, at North-

field, Ohio. He married, April 22, 1855, Catharine

Becker. To them was born, September, 1857,

Achsah Violanta. She married William Dell Smith,

November 6, 1872. They had Angle C, born April

4, 1874; Roswell N., born February 7, 1876; Kollin

D., born December lit, 1877. David I. Nichols en-

listed as a sharpshooter in the war of the rebellion,

in 1863, and died at Nashville, Tennessee, in August,

1864.

Sarab J., the only daughter of Kos well- and Achsah
Nichols, was married to Proctor Graham, April 2,

1844, by whom she had one son, Menzo W., born

April 20, 1845; second, she married G. W. Cushma,

in 1850; to them was born Benjamin F.. January 7,

1851; Achsah, born January 14, 1854; Laura C,
February 7, 1858; James A., September 21. I860;

Erastus D., October 9, 1862.

Mr. and Mrs. Nichols are living quietly in the enjoy-

ment of their pleasant island home, surrounded by

many neighbors and friends, as the rich reward of

their early toil and labor.
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PUT-IN-BAY.*

THE WINE ISLANDS OF LAKE ERIE

THE ROMANCE OK AN ISLAND.

" And glitter* o'er the liquid miles.

The Jeweled ring Of Terdant isles.

Where generous Nature bold* her court

Of ripened bloom and guanj- smile*."

To the imagination there is something attractive in

the very name of island. Robinson Crusoe on the

main land would lose the crown of his glory. It is

the island, the island, that fills the boyish heart with

wondering interest. For children of a larger growth,

Reade takes up the tale, and his hero aud heroine

(but ordinary mortals in London) are invested with a

strange romance when thrown together upon an is-

land. Young love reads, young love dreams, and

young love wishes—
" For thee and me,

Alone Hweet l»le amid the gee.
"

The representative Lady, type of the many isolated

hearts who gave their love to some unattainable ideal,

lived upon an islaud. The master, whose exquisite

words are like chords of music, placed her, knowing

what he did.
" Where the lllle* blow

Round an i.land there below:

The island of Shalote."

"Isles of the blest!" sighed the ancients, as they

looked out over the unknown ocean, seeing in the

hazv clouds of the horizon the purple shores of ever-

lasting rest. And who among us. when traveling sad

and weary over the waters, has not fallen into silence

at the sight of far, blue islands, mingling the Psalm-
j

ist's wish: "O that I had wings like a dove: for then

would I flv away and he at rest.'" with dreams of the

Star islands in the sea of infinite spate, whither we

may he going after death, and where our loved ones

may even now be awaiting us.

The islands forming the township of Put-in-Bay
(

are ten in number, viz: Ross Isle, alius South Bass,
|

alius Put-in-Bay: Floral Isle, alius Middle Bass Isle:

Isle St. George, alius North Bass: Rattlesnake Isle,

Sugar Isle. Strontian, alius Green Island: Glacial

Isle, alias Starve Island: Ballast Isle. Gibraltar aud

Buckeye Island.

The earliest white inhabitants known to have occu-

pied these island- were French—six families. They

lived on Kos-, or Put-in-Bay island, previous to the war

of 18L2, when the British and Indians drove them to

the main shore. They did not return to the islands.

When on the islands, they cultivated the soil, and

raised splendid wheat. One of their wheat fields is

• By Dr. C. D. K. Townaend.

now (18T9) covered with a second growth of forest,

trees, forty feet high.

perry's victory.

In the latter part of August, 1813, Commodore
Oliver Hasard Ferry cast anchor in Put-in-Bay, with his

fleet consisting of the brig Lawrence, of twenty guns;

the Niagara, Captain Elliot, of twenty: the Caledonia,

Lieutenant Turner, three: the schooner Ariel, of four;

the Scorpion, of two. and two swivels; the sloop

Trippe, and schoouers Tigress aud Porcupine, of one

gun each; making a fleet of niue vessels aud fifty-four

guns. On the morning of the 10th of September, the

enemy were discovered bearing down upon the Amer-

ican squardron, which immediately got under weigh,

and stood out to meet them. The superiority was de-

cidely on the side of the British. The Americans

had three more vessels, but that was much more than

counterbalanced by the size of those of the enemy,

and the number of their guns. Their fleet consisted

of the Detroit. Captain Barclay, of nineteen guns and

two howitzers; the Queen Charlotte, of seventeen

guns. Captain Fennis : Lady Provost, Lieutenant

Buchan. of thirteen guns, and two howitzers; the

brig Hunter, of ten guns: the sloop Little Belt, of

three: and the schooner Chippewa, of one gun and

two swivels; in all. six vessels and sixty-three guns.

The Americans stood out of the bay. The British

fleet had the weather-gage; but the wiud soon after

changed, and brought the American fleet to wind-

ward. The line of battle was formed at eleven, and

fifteen minutes before twelve, the enemy's flag-ship,

the Queen Charlotte, opened her fire upon the Law-

rence, which she sustained for ten minutes, before she

could approach near enough for her carronades to re-

turn. She. therefore, bore up. making signals for

the other vessels to hasten to her support, and about

twelve, brought her guns to hear upon the enemy.

The s<|Uadron could not be brought up to her as-

sistance, and she was compelled to tight for two hour.-,

with two ships of equal force. The contest was. not-

withstanding, kept up with unshaken courage, and

devotion which deserves admiration. By this time,

the Lawrence, which had so long borne the fire of

the whole British force, had become entirely unman-
ageable: every gun was dismounted, and. with the ex-

ception of four or five, her whole crew cither killed or

wounded. Captain Perry now. with admirable presence

of mind, resolved to shift his flag. He manned his

small boat, taking his Hag, passed through the con-

centricated lire of the enemy, unhurt, to the Niagara.

At this critical moment, the wind had freshened.

(519)
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Perry now bore down npon the enemy with a fresh

ship, leaving Captain Elliot to bring into action the
j

rest of the fleet. Perry passed ahead of the Detroit,

Queen Charlotte and Lady Provost, poured a de- I

strnetive broadside into each from Ins starboard, and
J

from his larboard puns into the Chippewa and the

Little Belt. In this manner, cutting through the

liue. he was within pistol shot of the Lady Provost,

and rained BO heavy a tire as to compel her men to

ran below. At this moment, the Caledonia came up. I

and opened her fire: several others of the squadron I

were enabled, soon after, to do the same. The issue

of a campaign, the mastery of the sea, the glory and

renown of two rival nations matched for the first

time in a squadron, were the incentives to the con-

tests. It was not long before the scale turned in

favor of Perry. His flag-ship, Lawrence, bearing in

mind the injunction—"/W/ //m- up the shi/"— the
remnant of her crew, with bleeding hands, spread her

flag to the breeze, and with failing breath rejoiced.

The •' Queen Charlotte," having lost her captain

and all her principal officers, by some mischance ran

foul of the " Detroit." They were compelled to sus-

tain, in turn, an incessant tire from the "Niagara"
and the other vessels of the squadron. The flag of

Captain Barclay was soon struck, and those of the

"Queen Charlotte," the " Lady Provost." the " Hun-
ter" and the "Chippewa" came down in succession.

The "Little Belt " attempted to escape, but was pur-

sued by two gunboats and captured.

Thus, after a contest of three hours, was this im-

portant naval victory achieved, in which every vessel

of the enemy was captured. Perry returned to Put-

in-Bay with the combined fleets, and from there made
his memorable report to his government: " II V have

met the enemy and thty are our*." We have been

thus particular in giving this historical event in this

connection, because it was strictly within the juris-

diction of, and the waters of, Put-in-Bay township.
,

The officers slain in the battle were buried on the shore

of the bay. Moth American and British lie side by

side in peace. A willow tree. s?t by their comrades,

mark their graves; their monument—the country.

The islands now assume the dignity of values.

Island No. 1— Ross Isle, alias South Bass, olios Put-

in-Bay. Island No. 2— Florid Isle, alias Middle Bass

Isle. Island No. 3—Sugar Island. These three islands

were attached to Avon township, Lorain county, to

equalize values in the distribution of the sufferers'

lands by the State of Connecticut, known as the Con-

necticut Reserve. Pierpont Edwards, of the State of

Connecticut, drew Avon township, and became pos-

sessed of the three above described islands, nis son,

A. P. Edwards, in the year 18,31, tir-t took possession

of the islands. In 1 Mr. E 'wards built the Put-

in-Bay dock: 1*33, he put in the west doek..aud in

1834 built the first frame house, known as the Manor I

House. The lm«ine>s of the islands for several years

was agriculture and the manufacture of cord wood.

In 1833, Mr. Edwards .old to the United States gov-

ernment Strontiau. alias Green island, for the sum
of one thonsand dollars. In 1854, the government

built the first light house on Green island. This

light house was destroyed by fire on the evening of

1803 and morning of 1804; rebuilt in 1804.

Phillip Vroman was the first school director, and
built on South Bass isle the first school house in 1855:

also, on Isle St. George, a frame school house in 1857.

A. I. Jones was the first school teacher in Put-in-

Bay. In 1854, J. D. Rivera purchased South Bass

isle, Middle Bass isle. Sugar island. Ballast, and Gib-

raltar islands, for which he paid forty-five thousand

five hundred dollars. Mr. Rivera continued to make
improvements by clearing land and building houses

for his tenants.

Now we come to a new era in the business of the

group. Actual settlers commenced the purchase of

the land, until now very little had been done toward

the improvement of the islands; in fact, it was not

known what was the best use to put the lands to.

Farming would not pay—the seasons, as a general

rule, being too dry. It was not known then that

such a climate was a perfect paradise for the vine.

Grapes will not bear wet feet; they love the islands,

and will make them their jvennanent home. In 1858,

Phillip Vroman, Esq., L. Harms. Esq., Lawrence

Miller, Esq., ar.d J. D. Rivera commenced the culti-

vation of the vine. Several acres of vineyard were

set, and their success was all that could be desired.

The same vines are in a healthy, flourishing condition

at the present time. The three or four pioneers com-

mencing the business as an experiment in 1858 on

Put-in-Bay isle, have increased to seventy-one grape

growers, practical and successful, as the result of five

hundred and Bfty acres of vineyard on the island, and

the vintage of 1ST8—one million two hundred and

thirty-one thousand pounds of grapes—gathered on

Put-in-Bay island alone shows. The varieties on Put-

in-Bay arc-: three hundred and ninety-three acres of

Catawba, fifty-four acres of Delaware, ninety acres of

Concord, and some twelve acres miscellaneous,—Ives.

Nortons, Clinton, etc.

Within the last three years the cultivation of the

peach has begun to assume the importance it deserves.

Sixty acres are now set to peach trees, and more will

be put out annually. All fruits, of whatever kind,

raised on the islands, possess a superior quality over

like, and all kinds, grown on the main shore. The
quality of the soil, natural drainage, and surrounding

climatic influence, has settled t he fact.

The first post office was established in I860, V.

Dollar, postmaster.

Put-in-Bay Township was organized at the June

session, 1801, taken from Van Rensselaer, and com-
prise- ten islands, viz : Ro-s. olio.* South Bass, alias

Put-in-Bay Island, one thousand five hundred acres ;

Floral Isle, alius Middle Bass, seven hundred and

fifty acres : Isle St. George, alia* North Bass, seven

hundred and fifty acres ; Rattlesnake, sixty acres ;

Sugar [sle. thirty acres : Strontiau. alias Green Isle.
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LORENZ MULLER.

The Bubjcct of this sketch was the son of Lorenz Verona

Miillcr, and was born at Schopfheim, Wiesenthal, Baden,

Germany, Sept. 11, 1831. At the age of twenty-one ycare

he came to America, and in 1851 located on South Bass

(Put-in- Bay) Island, where he was married, May 26, 1860,

to Henriettc, daughter of Henry and Henriettc Foye. She

was born at Braunschweig, Germany, June 30, 1842. She

cume to this country with her parents in 1854, and with

them to South Boss Island in 1855, where she still resides,

on the cast part of the island, in the beautiful home which

her husband and herself so industriously built up. They

had bora to them four sons, as follows

:

George Frederick, bora May 2, 1861 ; Frank Joseph,

born Sept. 1, 1862; Henry Theodore, bora Oct. 11, 1873

;

Lorenz, bora Oct, 26, 1875.

We can, ])crhaps, pay no better tribute to this estimable

man than to quote a few lines written by one who knew

him well, and published at the time of his death :

Put in-Bav, Feb. 28.

It is painful in no small degree to record the death of

Lorenz M tiller, of this place. He was engaged in hauling

materials for a new building, and by overwork, it is sup-

posed, brought on bilious pneumonia, which terminated his

life in eight days. Had he known the nature of his dis-

ease, his life might have been saved ; but he mistook it for

common cold, and thought to work it off as he had often

done before. This so aggravated the disease that, when be

gave up, he was past all help, and told his physician that

his case was hopeless. The doctor, Charles P. Townscod,

encouraged him, aud soon both entertained hopes of hii

recovery ; but the disease set in again with renewed energy

and soon brought him to death. Ho died on Friday, Feb.

26, 1875, and was buried on Sunday, the 28th. His funeral

was attended by over three hundred persons, being the

largest ever seen on these islands. He was comparatively

a young man, and with high hope and great energy to com-

plete the schemes of his life. The whole community is

deeply moved by his death, partly because it was so unex-

pected, but mainly because of the great esteem in which lie

was held by his friends and neighbors. His whole life was

a practical commentary on the noble virtues of an upright

man. He commenced his course at the bottom round of

the ladder, and, by honest industry and fair means, acquired

a handsome fortune. But the peculiar beauty of his life

is that, while earnestly and eagerly engaged in the pursuit

uf wealth, he never manifested a sordid selfishness so

common in business-life, but always so dealt that, while his

property increased, others could not but rejoice at his pros-

perity, aud no man ever said of him that he acquired his

gains by sharp dealing or unfair means. His honesty and

liberality were the remark of all who kuew him. No poor

man seeking to rise by his own endeavors ever asked of

him assistance and did not receive it. Indeed, they did

not, in his neighborhood, have to ask assistance ; it was

rendered without. And many owe their success in life

to his helping hand. Iu his death this community has

lost line of its most loved, most able, and most important

men. It docs not often fall to the lot of man to bo so

deeply and so extensively mourned at his death as is Loruni

Muller.
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SIMON FOX.

John Fox was born March 20, 1793, ami married

Rachel Stuard, who was born in February, 1796.

They had twelve children, as follows: Charles, born

July 8, 1814; James, born July 12, 1816; Mary

Ann, born Oct. 9, 1818; Susan, born March 12,

1821; Simon, born Dec. 13, 1823; Peter, born

April 7, 1826; Barbara, born June 21, 1828; Julia,

Iwrn Jan. 4, 1831 ;
Margaret, born March 4, 1833;

Jane, born Jan. 31, 1836; William, born March 19,

1838; Adaline, born March 9, 1841.

Simon Fox, the subject of this Bketch, was the

third son of John Fox and Rachel Stuard, and was

bom at Gosfield, Essex Co., Ontario, Canada. He

married, Oct. 11, 1857, Elizabeth Sullivan, who was

lwm at North Williamsburg, Dundas Co., Ontario,

Canada. They have children as follows: -Nannie,

born at Put-in-Bay, July 15, 1858; Diantha F., born

Jan. 13, 1801, and died Nov. 20, 1875; Frank W.,

lwm September, 1867
;
Stuard, born Nov. 13, 1873.

Simon Fox came to North Bass in 1852, and, in

conjunction with his brother Peter, bought two-thirds

of the island, from which they sold off from time to

time to actual settlers. Simon still retains fifty-live

acres on the east side of the island for a permanent

home. Having great faith in the climate and soil

for gra|>e-culturc, he planted out, in 1860, the first

acre of grajK-s on the island, and lias steadily in-

creased until he has now twenty acres under cultiva-

tion. Besides the grapes, he pays considerable atten-

tion to other fruits, of which he has an abundant

supply in their proper seasons. In addition to his

farm and vineyards, he carries on a fishing business,

the annual sales of which arc about f2000.

Mr. Fox's beautiful home is located on the east

side of the island, his residence standing but a few

hundred feet from the lake, the land gradually slop-

ing down to the water's edge. He has a tower which

overlooks the island and gives a beautiful view of

the whole group. A windmill throws water to all

parts of his extensive grounds. These, in connec-

tion with his wharf, fish- and Ixut-houses, all models

of neatness and convenience, make this one of the

most homelike and desirable spots on the island.

Here, amid these beautiful surroundings, lives Simon

Fox, with his estimable family, dispensing hospitality

to all who may chance to oonie within their domain.
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twenty acres ; Ballast Isle, ten acres : Gibraltar, five

acres ; Buckeye Isle and Glacial, alius Starve Island,

about two acres each : three thousand one hundred

and twenty-nine acres in the township.

The first, election for township officers was held in

1861 : Trustees John Stone, Esq., William Rchberg,

Esq., and Peter Fox. Esq.; justices of the peace,

Simon Fox, Esq.; clerk, V. Dollar, Esq.: treasurer,

Philip Vroman, Esq.; constable. William Axtel,

Esq.; supervisor, George Caldwell, Esq. ; twenty-

five votes polled. There is at the present time, 1870,

a voting population of two hundred in the township,

and a population of one thousand three hundred.

There is a nice church and parsonage on Put-in-Bav.

Also, the islands are well supplied with first-class

school-houses and teachers. Put-in-Bav Island Wine
Company built their cellar in 1871, with a storage

capacity of one hundred and twenty-live thousand

gallons. In 1878 the company pressed seventy-live

thousand gallons. The principal private cellars are

Max Van Doren, eight thousand gallons; Lawrence

Miller's estate, stone-arched cellar, twenty thousand

gallons ; also, Casper Schmidt's cellar, fifteen thous-

and gallons capacity.

Hotels.— Put-in- Bay House commenced in 18i»4.

Messrs. Moore Ofc West made additions to the Manor

House in 18<>8 ; Captain Moore sold to Dr. Elder.

The new firm, Messrs, West & Klder, made exten-

sive improvements ; in 1870, Colonel Sweeney pur-

chased the interest of Dr. Elder, changing the firm

to Messrs. West & Sweeney. Shortly after parties

from Cincinnati purchased an interest, and the new

firm of Messrs. Sweeney, West A Co. was started.

The hotel had now grown to the capacity of eight

hundred gue>ts, with a possibility of one thousand.

This house was destroyed by tire August 31, 1«78-

Becbc House.—Henry Beebe, Esq., purchased of

Captain Cooper hisjiotel in 1871, and immediately

commenced the erection of the present building. It

is pleasantly located, fronting the bay, and can ac-

commodate four hundred guests. The Hunker
Hotel is pleasantly situated, fronting the grove on

the bay, built in 1871, A. Hunker, proprietor, and

can accommodate one hundred and fifty guests.

There are several others of less pretensions, besides

private boarding houses, where visitors may find a

quiet home. In 18»>4, A. B. Richmond established

the Putin-Bay Museum, with a collection of ten

thousand curiosities collected from all parts of the

world.

I expected to give the statistics of the fisheries, but

owing to the dealers failing to furnish the necessary

figures, as they agreed to, we will not be able to. In

1854, five pounds were all that was used : now. in

187i>, fifty-five pounds are annually fished in this

township. Mr. A. J. Stoll, of Sandusky, sent to me
the number of pounds of fish handled by him from

this township in 187*. amounting to one hundred

anil forty-four thousand five hundred and fifteen

pounds. The five or six other dealers failed to send
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figures. Messrs. Idler & Webster have a very fine

store, dry goods and groceries, crockery, &c; Mr.

Chris. Dollar a shoe store ; Clinton Idler. Esq., Cus-

tom-House officer. So, you see, Uncle Sam has not

left us entirely out in the cold.

Ballast Isle is owned by the Cleveland Club; they

have a fine club house, and the island is pretty well

covered with cottages, where their owners from the

Forest City go, and while away an idle hour on their

HEAtTIKlL ISLE OK THE SEA.

Floral Isle, alias Middle Bass Isle.—The first land

purchased by actual settlers on this island, was made

by Mr. John Lutes and William Rehberg. Esq., in

1857. William Rehberg bought fifty acres on the

west point, and John Lutes purchased one hundred

acres oil the east point of the island, both to secure

fishiugs. not knowing then the intrinsic value of the .

land. On the 17th of October. 1850. Andrew Wehrle,

j

Esq., Joseph Miller, George Caldwell and William

Rehberg purchased the balance of the island, six

hundred acres, for which they paid twelve thousand

dollars, and immediately commenced improving their

lands, and selling to actual settlers. All of the above

named party commenced the cultivation of the vine,

and each set small vineyards. The pioneers, with

their small beginnings, did not fully realize the im-

portance of their work; the two or three acres set in

18150, is now, 187!>, represented by four hundred and

fifteen acres of vineyard, viz.: two hundred and sixty-

one acres of Catawba; Delaware, seventy-two acres;

Concord, sixty-one acres; balance—Ives, Norton,

Clinton, etc. ; number of pounds of grapes in 1878,

one million three hundred and thirty-eight thousand.

In 1803. Andrew Wehrle, Esq., pressed the first

wine; on New Year eve his neighbors called in to

sample his wine, and occasionally through the even-

ing, repeated the course, when, lo, there was left

none ro sample; the experiment proved a itimvlant,

resulting in all hands going into the culture of the

vine, which has grown to vast proportions above the

most sanguiue expectations of all parties. The first

barrel sampled is now represented by the pressing of

1878—three hundred thousand gallons. Andrew

Wehrle. Esq., commenced the manufacture of wine

in 1805, in his cellar under his dwelling house. He
pressed five thousand gallons; his business rapidly

increasing, made it necessary to build a cellar. In

187>», he built a solid arched cellar of thirty thousand

gallons' capacity; business still increasing. Mr.

Wehrle took as partners M. Werk & Sons, under the

firm of Wehrle, Werk & Sons. In 1871, the new firm

built four new arched cellars, and up to the present

time (1879) three additional cellars, which give a

storage capacity of over three hundred thousand

gallons, and no room to spare in; addition to above,

the firm are now having built in Cincinnati two casks

of the storage capacity of twenty-five thousand gal-

lons, which casks will be set up in the cellar now be-

,
ing prepared for them at the firm's Goldeu Eagle
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Wine cellars on Middle Bass Isle. There is located

on the land of William Rohbcrg, Esq., west point of

Floral Isle, the Toledo and Lake Erie Boating and

Fishing Association. They have a commodious club

surrounded by cottages owned by the members, where

they come and spend the summer with their families.

Post office established in 1864; Andrew Wehrle, Es<|..

postmaster.

Isle St. George, alia* North Bass, is four miles

north of Put-in-Bay, one and one half miles north of

Middle Bass, and lies directly in route of steamers

plying to and from Detroit and Sandusky. Roswold
Nichols, Esq., was the first permanent settler on
the Island. In 1844 he moved to the island. In 1845

he took a lease of the islaud. Dr. C. DeKay Town-
Bend made his first trip to the islands for that purpose.

It took a plump week to make the round trip. No
steamboats iu those days. A Mr. Demmon, of Roch-

ester. New York, owned the island and sold it, includ-

ing Rattlesnake Isle, to Horace Kelley, for twenty-

eight hundred dollars. 1849, George W. Wires,

Esq., purchased of Mr. Kelley one hundred and thir-

ty-two acres, at five dollars an acre. Same year, Ros-

wold Nichols bought of Kelly one hundred and four-

teen acres, at five dollars per acre. 1853, Simon Fox
and Peter Fox purchased the balance of the island,

five hundred acres, for which they paid three thousand

dollars. 1858 and 1859, they set the first grajws,

about one acre, which proved a perfect success. Still

the island moved slow until 1800, when the interest

in the fruit business induced Dr. Townsend, J. K.

Drake, E. Kinney, George H. Smith. W. D. Lindslv,

Charles K. Minor, Davis Smith, Esq., H. G. Fox,

Esq., to invest largely, and go to work with the

earlier inhabitants to develope the latent wealth of

the island. The result is four hundred and five acres

of vineyard, viz: two hundred and five acres of Ca-

tawba; one hundred and thirteen acres of Delaware:

thirty-four acres of Concord: ten acres of Schraidt's

seedling; ten acres Norton's Virginia; fifteen acres

Clintons: ten acres Ives* Seedling. Wilder. Salem and

Iona. In 1878. one million pounds of grapes were

gathered. In 1859, Captain H. G. Fox purchased

Rattlesnake Isle, containing sixty acres, for one thous-

and dollars. He planted one acre of Catawba grapes.

Afterward he sold the island to David Hammond,
Esq., who resides on the island—the only family.

Post office established on Die St. George, in 1873:

Peter Fox. postmaster.

In 1871, the people of the island built a solid, dou-

ble arched wine cellar, fifty by one hundred feet. In-

cluding the structure over the cellars, this will store

one hundred and twenty-live thousand gallons of

wine. At the pre-ent time grape buyers from abroad

purchase all the grapes raised, principally for wine.

The grape- rai-ed on this island command a better

price than those raised elsewhere, because of their

superior quality. The perfect drainage, fine elevation

altove the lake, and properties in the soil, give- Mill

iMaud a decided advantage over all other localities.

The educational privileges are represented by our

public school system. The first school teacher was

Miss Marion Dutcher, in 1857.

Isle St. George is set off by the legislature into a

separate precinct, some forty votes. The steamboat

accommodation is perfect. The steamboat " Jay

Cooke,'* G. A. Brown, master, makes daily trips

between Sandusky and the Islands, lying at Put-in-

Bay nights: steamboat "Alaska," L. B. Goldsmith,

master, daily trips from Detroit to Sandusky, touch-

iug at the Islands each way: steamboat M Chief

Justice Waite." E. McNelley. mister, through the

business season, daily from Toledo to Put-in-Bay.

We must not slight the " Golden Eagle," Fred.

Magle. master. She is the early bird, and late,

always on the wing ; and the steamboat "B. B.

Ferris, Captain Freyensee, from Put-in-Bay, via the

Peninsula route to Sandusky, daily.

There is not another rural district in any State,

or country, that will compare with the improvements

here, that depends on the product of the soil for a

business. Put-iu-Bay township, as a summer resort,

take it all in all, has no equal The sauitary condi-

tions are very fine. Of one thing there remains no

doubt, and that is, although there is nothing striking

or grand in the scenery of these islands, yet, taken

altogether, they form a scene of surpassing loveliness

and beauty. There is always a quiet, dream dike

stillness resting on the calm water, iu the shade of

the trees and vines, so much in contrast with the

bustle and excitement of city life, that it comes to the

excited brain like a sweet rest to the traveler, at the

close of a long and toilsome journey.

But here, on this Peninsula shore of Lake Erie,

and upon its islands, the grape flourishes in unri-

valed luxuriance, ami eveu the banks of the Ohio,

the first stronghold of the Catawba, have been forced

to yield a precedence to its northern rival. Many
crops are useful, but few, in themselves, beautiful.

Digging potatoes, for example, can never figure on

the poet's page. But everything connected with a

vineyard is full of l>eauty, whether it be the green

j

leaves and twining tendrils of the spring, the bunches

slowly turning in the hot midsummer sun, the first

picking in early fall, when the long aisles are filled

with young girls, making merry over their work, or

the last in-gathering of the Indian summer, when the

late ripening bunches, hanging on the trellises, shine

through the vineyards in red-purple gleams, as far as

the eve can reach. Nothing can be more loveh than

the islands in this golden season. Dionvsius himself

would have loved them. The water is blue and tran-

quil, for even iu a irale the fury does not enter here

among the laud-locked harbors. On all sides stand

the islet?, some large, some small, some vine-clad and

inhabited, others rocky and wild. The trees glow

with color, and sweeping down to the water's edge,

send a brilliant reflection far rtut from shore. And
over all is spread the dreamy haze of Indian summer,
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more beautiful when resting ou the water, or deepen-

ing here and there upon au island, than it ever can be

upon the level main land.

Gibraltar island, a rock in the water, the key to

the bay. where Commodore Perry placed his sentinel,

is crowned by a villa, whose tower forms a picturesque

point in the landscape, and upon its summit is a

memorial of the immortal Perry, placed there by Jay-

Cooke, Esq., overlooking the scene of the buttle of

Lake Erie.

"Where the great Lake's sunny smiles,

Dlmpta round It* hundred Ule».

And Gibraltar's granite ledge.

Clear« the water like a wedge

:

Rftured about with smooth, gray atonea,

Over watera, Island strewn,

Over silver sanded beach,

Leaf-locked bay and misty ri-acb,

Watch and ward Gibraltar keeps."
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.

CHARLES DeKAY TOWNSEND, M. D.

Born in the city of Albany, State of New York,

February 13, 1820; first son of Solomon DeKay
Townsend, born iti New York City, May 25, 1784, and

Esther Mary Cannon, his wife, born in Norwalk, Con-

necticut, December 7. 1793; married August 28, 1814,

to whom four children were born, viz. : Sarah Cannon
Townsend. first daughter, born July 27. 1815, depart-

ed this life August 11. 1815. aged sixteen days: Sarah

Cannon Townsend. second daughter, born June 27.

1817, departed this life October 2!t, 1841. aged twen-

ty-four years and four months; Charles DeKay Town-

send, first son, born February 13, 1820; Absalom

Cannon Townsend. second son, born December 8, 1822.

Solomon DeKay Townsend. fourth son of Absalom

Townsend. born November 21, 1743, and Helen De-

Kay, his wife, born August 23, 184C. Solomon De-

Kay Townsend died 1834. aged fifty-one years and

eleven month'. Esther Mary Cannon Townsend died

1853, aged sixty years and ten months.

The subject of this sketch, having received a fair

education, commenced the study of medicine and

surgery under the tuition of his uncle, Charles D.

Townsend. M. D., at Albany. New Y'ork: attended

lectures at the Albany Medical College, and graduated

A. D. 1842. While a student he made a trip to Nor-

walk. Huron county. Ohio, year 1840. for the purpose

of lookingnfter his mother's estate (Charles L. Boalt,

Esq., of Norwalk, and George Rebcr, Esq.. of San-

dusky City, our attorney-),—his mother, in common
with others, seeking relief by an equal distribution of

the Fire-lauds, as represented in the annexation on

Sandusky bay. Business all satisfactory, he pur-

chased a horse, saddle ami bridle, and started for his

eastern home, six hundred miles, on horseback.

1840—Who, that saw the log cabin in the woods',

log cabins on wheels, log cabins everywhere, with

Tippecanoe and Tyler, too. would be likely to forget

the political crusade to Fort Meigs. He met them
on their winding way. Me^srs. Boalt and Rcber

made a ropiest of the ea.-tern claimants, to select a

suitable person and send him to Ohio to assist them,
j

and to attend to outside office work pertaining to their
|

law -nit<. Dr. C. D. K. Town-end was chosen, and
immediately went west in 184*; with his horse and

sulky. He drove to Sandusky "City, where ho re-

mained nearly two years, when the case was ready for

a hearing. Sandusky not suiting the Doctor for a

field of practice, he went, in the year 1844, to the city

of Rochester, New York, and opened an office on

Exchange street. To attend to his mother's estate,

the Doctor moved back to Sandusky City in 1846.

The year 184°- was a memorable one for Sandusky,

and all concerned. The first case of cholera in San-

dusky, July 1st, was Mrs. Allen. Dr. Tildcn attend-

ed and the patient died. The second case was Mrs.

Hiram Allen's daughter-in-law. Dr. Townsend was

called and the patient recovered. The cholera be-

came very bad. and the inhabitants, panic stricken,

left by every available means and in every direction.

Doctor Townsend stood at his post of duty and made
his headquarters at the mayor's office. John M.

Brown, Esq., was mayor of the city. He stood at. his

post while thousands tied: watched over and cared for

the stricken city and its inhabitants. Several physi-

cians left the city, others became exhausted. Dr.

Townsend waited no longer to be sent for. but sought

after and attended the afflicted wherever found, until

relieved by volunteer physicians from abroad. His

brother, A. ('. Townsend, also rendered valuable as-

sistance.

On the 3d of July, 1854. Charles DeKay Townsend,

M. D.. and Mrs. Mary Sherman Combes, widow of W.
W. Combes. M. D., second daughter of John Sher-

man, Esq., ami Margaret Hinchmun, his wife, were

united in marriage at Ridgeville, Lorain county,

Ohio. To them were born three children, viz.: Hel-

ena, first daughter, born June 6, 1855; Virginia, sec-

ond daughter, born February 14, 1857; Orion DeKay,

first son, born February 2. 185'.).

The Doctor continued in the active duties of his

profession till the year 1865, when failing health

caused him to change his business, and with his fam-

ily he moved to Put-in-Bay township, Ottawa county.

Ohio, and purchased land on Isle St. George, where

he niav be found, unless absent on professional busi-

ness, engaged in the culture of the vine and other

fruits.

•I

The
I'll sprtwriwf from the

1 a* the new."

ERRATUM.
Vnuf 111—Total for Wheataborouffh •'111.80." In-tcud of <*>
I'atit- UH-Finrt birth wan December K.

PlITI M—Read 15th uf " Slay." instead of April

Pair* 1*1 !<««>! " I>r John Wood." iti«t.-ad of John MrU-an
Tiwre IT—Read "forty flv» tlniea " lri>tend f forty.

Pase !I7 Rend Huron Royal Arvh chapter So. "7," inatend of I.

F»tf !l»-l"harter returned " IhjA." inntrad of l*K
• l»i To . htldtvn of William (JaUiip (Mb) add, after Mr». Lyttle. 1

(Mr* Frederick Huuti, now of Orodelfan. Colorado

/« 1 4 WU, „

Digitized by Google



Digitized by Google



<vl son

Digitized by Google



Digitized by Google




